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Memorandum on the Possible Use of'the Story of Cornelius
the Centurion (Acts,Chapter X).ss the Central Figure and
Subject for z Memorial Window in Honor of Col.Ezra De Forest.

The story of Cornelius includes a number of interesting touches.

First of all, Cornelius was a soldier and a patriot. He was apparently something more
than a hired fighting man, since he was connected with the ltalian Band,which would mean that
he was a native of Ltaly serving in the armies of the Roman Empire.

Also, since the army was very closely identified with the administrative organization in
the province of Palestine, Cornelius as a centurion in the army would have a good deal of
administrative responsibility and must have had ability along this line.

His religious interest is a rather striking feature of his character. He ° ° spokan of
as "one that feared God." This is an almost technical phrase in the Book of Ac.. used to
describe people of non-Jewish birth who had been attracted to the Jewish religion because
of its spirituality and truth and high ethical quality even though it was not their native
religion in which they had been brought up as children. This marks Cornelius as a man of very
definite and deep religious interest who was willing to go outside the usual trasditions
of his times to get teaching and leadership in things of the spirit. Furthermore, Cornelius
was & man obviously who felt that there were many others like him who were groping for
something better in the field of religion and morale, and he talked with them about the
metter and sought to help them. He sent for a new preacher of unusual power and character
whom they had heard of in the country and brought him into talk with Cornelius and Cornelius'
family and Cornelius' friends about a religious faith which was somewhat new to them but
which held great promise of better things than they had known before. We see Cornelius thus

. & man possessed of an almost evangelistic and missionary interest, seeking how to spread
high grade religion to other people, assuming that all men are naturslly deeply religious
and will respond to fine truths if properly presented.

He associated his family with himself constantly - a fact that is surely jtriking and
important point. He believed in family religion,

Then as a man of administrative talent, he was not content with hearing about religion
and getting some of its inspiratisn for himself, but apparently had the courage to go ahead
and found a church among his family and friends, acting as a leader, executive and administrator
in the new congregation in Caesarea.

Alongside all of this which is somewhat unique in the character of Cornelins, we have the
simpler fundamentsl things of first, prayer, and second, alms-giving, as well  .ablished
characteristics of his life.

liuch of this obviously fits in with the character of Colonel De Forest and it should not
be difficult to work out & series of small medallions fitting in with the main theme, and
bearing definitely upon the kind of interest Coclonel De Forest had in religion and the church.
Thus we have Cornelius at prayer, Cornelius and his family being baptized, Cornelius as an
administrator, Cornelius giving alms, Cornelius and the vision of the angel; and in their more
modern applications, fitting in with the specific activities of Colonel De Forest, we could
have the linking of the Bible and the sword; perhaps also a picture of the church tower or of
the Bible and the sword; perhaps also a picture of the church tower or of the entrance to the
Woman's Club, some symbolic drawings suggestive of Colonel De Forest's activities and
@sponsibilities as treasurer of the church, and one or two medallions to suggest his interest
“In the care of the poor and the spreading of our religion in missionary and comminity ways.

Colonel De Forest's friendship with Dr, Bliss may perhaps be symbolized in some way in
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the friendship of Cornelius and the apostle Peter.

The use of this story seems to have some special advantages in this series of windows.
For one thing, it brings out the quelity of the administrator and the man interested in
military affairs. It combines the thought of the giving of alms for the help of the poor
in quiet and personal ways with the administrative work of the church organization. It
suggests the point of view so often found among business people and men of affairs that
they are very much interested in high grade fundamental religion without too much attention
to the particular personality of the organization through which it comes. Not least, the
use of this story from the Book of Acts would fit in extremely well with the ~t»ar two
windows to be installed in the south side of the church which also use figur. om the Book
of Acts, viz., Dorcas, Panl and Timothy. Such unity of theme in the group of three

windows would obviously be very desirable.

(Copy of outline which Dr. Vincent gave C.J.C. in Upper llontclalir, June 5,1944).



