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Air Traffic Control Project
Servomechanisms Laboratory
Jassachmasetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

SURJECT: BL-WEEKLY REPORT, FESRUARY 3, 1960

1.0 GENER.L
(W. &, Welehman)

A long paper by Fetar G. MeesTield entitled, “Some Econcmlc
Factors in Civil Aviation," wae recormended to us by Mr. Shatz of
CAL and has proved to be extremsly interesting, A brief commentary
on the paper has been prepared and circulated to aembers of the
€672 group.

Mesorandum M-2033 entitled, "Some Simple Faths in r,Q@ Coor-
dioates,” was issusd and some more work of a similar nature waes
done.

“noking about Masefield's paper and about approach paths led
ne to sea the spproach problem in e rather different light and !
expect to sey nore mbout this in the next bi-weekly report

(.. h., Wieger)

Ihe Federal Telecommunication Laboratories were vigited L( die-
cuse air traffic problens. Since Mr. Paul Adane, who 18 in charge
oi traftic studies at Federal, wae absent becauss of 1llness tle
discussion was mainly alout navigntion equipment. The vielt is
dlscuseed in M-2035.

umuary Heport Numter 4 4s now in preparation,
(W. Linvill)

{ork has been coupleted on report of Bob Wisaer's and my ' rip
t, operry. It is Deing lesued gs an M-geries menorendum., Am trying
to formalate the limitations on the accuracy with which a plan» can
be pgu!ded oL a given coures, Sparry engineers indicated to us that
present aysteus have zreatest srrors coming from their ravigation
eystens,
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1.0 GEHSRAL - continued
(A, Orden)

A menorandum was prepared on the status of work on angular
progress control and was discussed with other members of the group.
Further analysis was directed primarily at ways in which various
variables which are measurable in the a/c can be combined to provide
a stable control eysetem.

(L, R, Isrmel)

sunipaTry ol the Sparry “Yyroscopse eport antitlea, “An Interim
Aepurt on the furtiers Levelopweat of a 3ystew for Afirport Traffic
mldacce end Centrol,” has beeo preparsd. Tids condensation (the
yriginal e 194 neree) briefly descrides the operaticnal rether than

tue alactronic fent Tesn 7 the ~rouoaed syalem.

Jone timea we eat o the 1iret veek of thtle period in (reparing
“Gr a tris to the A'r Fouts Control Canter st Bogton. At the time

S oiniu viett rerlealon wea obtained far futurs visits with the
urnone of 'ac::'-t:. - aconglintsad wit ne gpearation of the Contiol Center,
wee 3uch vielts ware made durines tha evenings at the end of that
remr. and muct veluwable fafonnation wags cbtained. Tos operation of
*re center updsr eracting weatier conddtione wa« gquaite enlightening
roveplerl Asvaral v rtcomings the present-day ayster of

& GRCOT wieek 01 the paricd, the between-term vacation period,

a. et { Vashinzten bU.G.  Jr the course 5f this trip assveral
LSe were viain t th» b, 4n particular te the Cifice of Federal
imv/aya and Loes i brar; T the 3 A A .;aa‘__"_..-_-t_'_ n o! warious
spturas of thie trip wil!l appesr ng gappTate nemc randum,
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