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Research Projeot - Professor Norbert Wiener

For possible ineclusion in the Direotory of
Qurrent Researsh, prepared by the Industrial
Liaison Office.

The purpose 1s to apply the theory of integration

in funection space to statistiocal mechanies and to
develop a statietical meghanies field theory. In
this the Hermitian functionals are used, The work
contemnlates the possibility of improvements in the
theory of nlasmas and later applications of the theory
to quantum field theory,



NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, 1nc
\ SERVICE OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA
RCA Building, Radio City, NewYork 20, N.Y.

CIRCLE 7-8300

October 1, 1958

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I regret you feel unable at this time to consider our
request to speak later this winter at the Junior Council lecture
series at the Museum of Modern Art.

As it happened, we received an acceptance from Dr.
Tillich today, and we hope that Mr. Thornton Wilder will agree
to appear as well.

Should you have a change of heart and find that a talk
in New York would become possible during the winter, we would
be delighted to see if it could be fitted into the schedule then.

I look forward to our next meeting, wherever and whenever
that may be.

Copdiall yours,

Robert D. Graf
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October 2, 1958

To Admission Officers of Medical Schools:

Mr, Marcus was my student last year at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
He has shown serious interest in the mathema-
tical and physical ideas in psychol and
bioleogy and has gone a considerable &tmoo
in the study of the neces mathematics, I
hope that you can look upon his candidacy for
admission to your medical school favorzbly.

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics

NW/bas



October 2, 1958

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Epstein
33 West 67th Street
New York 23, New York

Dear Barbara and Jason:

I am enclosing the manuscript of my novel for your inspection.
I am g to do a moderate amount of revision but if the novel
is not essentially a good one by now, I am afraid it never will be.

There are some problems which Jason's moving from Doubleday
poses. I had a letter from Doubleday the other day asking about
what I was going to do with the invention book for which I received
in advance, $500. I believe that there is nothing for me to do but
pay that back, possibly with interest and possibly without. I would
like your advise on this.

As to the novel, I believe that I have no contract with
Doubleday and that Doubleday is only aware of its existence, if at
all, through Jason. I would like Jason's advise as to whether I owe
Doubleday the submission of the novel. In fact, I would value very
much Jason's advise as to whether to go further or to abandon it.
With best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert and Margaret Wiener

NW/bas
Enclosure



RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TELEPHONE: FUlton 5-5038
ELECTRONIC AND MECHANICAL DEVICES FUlton 5-2438
CHEMICAL PROCESSES

ELECTRONIC MACHINE CoO. "UCLW{J
502 MARKET STREET 0 CI{)AM 7} IC?SX

EAST LIVERPOOL. OHIO
Dr. Lorbert Wiener 3 october 1958

Frofessor of lathematics
e Io T
Cambridge, liass.
Dear Dr. Wiener;
Enclosed are several printed coples of a very brief
outline of an idea of mine relating to the nature of the universe.
Tais hypothesis differs from the proposals of Gamow and Hoyle =- for one
thing, this idea suggests an essential role for anti-matter. This function
of anti-matier is entirely different from that offered by lorrison.
In addition, the enclosed idea gives an explanation for the mutual
recession of galaxies and the proportionality between distance of separation
and veloesity of recession.
I would appreciate knowing your comments. There is a
stamped envelope enclosed for your convenience.
Simply to mike the idea a matter of public record during
the International Geophysical Year, a member of Congress printed the
hypotheslis in the Congressional Record on 30 July 1958. Now, in article-
length, I hope to submit it soon to & scientific journal.
Several formwer professors of mine at IM» I. Ts have read
the idea with favorable comments -- thinking it suitable for publication.
Tais Electronic lMachine Co. is & laboratory set up by uy
brother, & physicist, and by we, & chemical engineer (Course X}, for
the development of new chemical processes &nd electro-mechanical devicess
Thank you for your help.
Singerely,

iths, SOt 7ot 4:

William Stanton Foulks,
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AN
P

Dr. Norbert Wiener

The Cosmos as an “Explosive Mixture” of Infinite Extent—our Universe as a Propagating Flame in
the Cosmos. by William Stanton Foulks, Jr.

This hypothesis gives an answer to the question of why the galaxies in our universe are receding from each other
at velociiies which are direcily proportional to the distances of separation. The word, cosmos, is used to mean the
sum total of everything of a physical nature. The word, universe, is used to mean everything of a physical nature from
which we could ever hope to receive radiation —even under the MOST idealized circumstances.

Several points that must be stated: (a) anfi-matter—consisting at least of anti-protons and positrons—appears to
exist, (b) collisions of anti-matter with normal matter result in instantaneous annihilation of both types of atoms with
the release of energy, and (¢c) no evidence has been found to demonstrate that anti-matter would repel normal maitter.

The writer’s hypothesis:

(1) The cosmos is infinite. It is composed of “gas” at absolute zero. There is no kinetic energy, and there is no
radiant energy. (our universe is an exception — a small disturbance.)

(2) The gas atoms are distributed with exact uniformity throughout the cosmos. The number of atoms per unit
volume of cosmos is exactly the same at any piace in the cosmos. All atoms are separated from their nearest neighbors
by precisely the same inter-atomic distance. With an infinite gas and this degree of order, the suggestion is that there
is no net force existing in the cosmos even on an inter-atomic scale. Nothing is ionized, and there is electrical neutrality.
There is no movement, and there is no radiation.

(3) Of these absolutely motionless gas atoms, some percentage is anti-matter relative to the others. Perhaps the
lightest isotopes of hydrogen and anti-hydrogen would serve. Other elements and combinations of elements in the
anti and normal forms might be suitable, but they must be entirely stable. Some nueclear particle and its antithesis
might serve if stable.

(4) Such is the initial state which may have existed always. With no beginning, the inifial state found it proper
and easy to exist with this symmetry and precision of atomic spacing.

(5) The introduction of radiation, mechanical energy, or some “disturbance” at any part of the cosmos will produce
a collision of a normal atom with an anti-atom. One hopes that one quantum of radiation would suffice. After such a
collision, the radiation released by the annihilation of the atom and anti-atom will go out in all directions at the speed
of light — causing more annihilation collisions. This effect is self-propagating at the speed of light through the infinite
cosmos- Our universe is such a propagating flame — expanding at the speed of light through the limitless explosive
mixture.

(6) The annihilation reaction is a very rapid reaction. After the annihilation flame-front moves beyond a peint,
one species of atom — either matter or anti-matter —has been almost eliminated at that point. Which survives depends
on which was the major constituent at that point. The surviving atoms now have kinetic and radiant energies.
Local forces can begin to operate — so the condensation info clouds, galaxies, and stars is initiated.

(7) The radiation pressure from the highly intense and very rapid annihilation reaction forces the surviving matter
to fiy oulward radially in this propagating spherical explosion. (The early stages are surely spherical.) With a
uniform cosmos, the latent annihilation energy per unit volume of unexploded cosmos is the same at all points. Thus, the
total annihilation energy release increases directly with the cube of the radius (as does the volume) while the area of
the spherical surface increases directly with only the square of the radius. Per unit area on the surface of the sphere,
the total amount of annihilation radiation passing radially outward is thus directly proportional to the radius of the
sphere. So the radial velocity of matier surviving the annihilation reaction is also directly proportional to the

radius. Hence, we have the galaxies in our universe receding from each other at velocities which are directly proportional
to the distances of separation.

(8) It is possible that there are many expanding flame universes such as ours. Some could be vastly more
ancient than our universe. We and they are expanding toward each other very rapidly through the infinite, primordial
explosive mixture. Since there is no radiation in the primordial explosive mixture, it would seem impossible to know
directly of it or of other flame universes by radiation-receiving techniques. (Perhaps the contacting of two flame
universes could produce the intense compression needed in Gamow’s cosmology.) Also the annihilation flame-froni
and the brink’s galaxies are expanding away from our galaxy at the speed of light at least. Thus our galaxy is not
receiving intense annmihilation radiation. Annihilation radiation from the explosion’s earlier stages has passed away

from our galaxy long ago in the elapsed billions of years. The writer offers no reason for the original disturbing of
the explosive mixture.

(The above hypothesis printed at Wilson Printing House, East Liverpool, 0., Submitted June 14, 1958 printed June 28, 1958)

ELECTRONIC MACHINE CO., 502 Market Street, East Liverpool, Ohio

Research and Development
Chemical Processes Systems Electronic and Mechanical Devices
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33 West 67th Street
New York 23, N. Y.

6 October 1958

Dear Professor Wiener,

Jason asked me to write to tell you that he's
received the manuscript of the novel and is
reading it now, When he's finished, he'll
write you about it, and about his own plans
too, Meantime, we both send our very best

to you and Mrs, Wiener,

Sincerely,

3 5 T Ty o g




October 6,1956

Constance E. Spetz
2413 walnut
East Gary, Indiana

Dear Mrs. sp’tl‘

Professor Wiener has asked me to answer
your letter of October 3.

If Clifford A. Spetz would like to become
a student at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology he would have to submit an applice
ation to the Admissions Office here. If he
is interested in studying more mathsmatics
sub jects than he has already studled it may
be that he can find schools nearer the area
in which he lives where such subjects would
be offered.

Very sincerely yours,

Ruth 1 GOOdWin
Administrative Asaistant



OCoctober 7, 1968
Miss Diantha Gadaire
Vice President, Student Government
American International College
Springfield, Massachusetts
Dear Miss Gadalre:

I am finding it negessary to eliminate from my schedule
all outside lectures, They have demanded in the past a great
deal of my time and have cut down my ability to do my own
original work., I hope that you will understand,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NW: mmk



October 7, 19568

Mr, Robert D. Graff

Junior Counglil of the Museunm
of Modern Art

21 West 53rd Street

New York 19, New York

Dear Mr, Graff:

I regret very much my lateness in answering
your letter, Now that I have a seoretary I am
cleaning up my correspondence, I am finding it
negessary to conserve my time strictly for research
and other creative work., Therefore I cannot accept
::n;lklm invitation, I hope that you will under-
8 al ®

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NW:mmk



Oatober 7, 1958

Professor Shikao Ikehara
Department of Mathematics
Tokyo Institute of Teghnology

Ch=-okayama, Meguroku

Dear Shikao:

I have now found what the hiteh is eoncerning
the royalty payments of Cybernetics, Hermann et
Cie, have not given me an accounting of the sales
either of the original of Cybernetics or its trans-
lation since June, 19556, You see, Freymann is dead
and the firm has a new editor, I am writ to
them to bring their accounts with me up to date,

I shall let you know as soon a8 I hear as far as
it ooncerns the Japanese translation,

Ve were in Italy last summer at a neotlng on
information theory in Varenna on Lake Como, Ve

had a delightful time, There were a couple of your
fellow gountrymen there, one direetly from Japan and
one, Wanatabe, who works for IBM near New York. I
have been doing some more writing, a novel and a
seientific book, Everything is going well with us,
I hope it not be many years before either you
vieit the United States or we visit Japan again,
Best wishes to you and the family.

Sinecerely,

Norbert Wiener
NW s mmk

P.8, I am enolosing a letter whioch I regeived
regently from Japan, ¥You will probably agree with
me that there is nothing I ¢an do at this dlstance
and with 1ittle knowledge of the man and his work,
Do you think it is worth your while to get in con-
tact with the man? If not, it might be best to
disregard the letter, as any acknowledgment of it
would probably involve me in further gorrespondence,



<9 wﬂ' i(’ ""'/ ;
LCDI 057{ [ I e &’/}(—C,/Lt(‘“d //’
72

9(&* J}L ) ‘(?_dcraluuz
" o A
//M }l."r’a; * (n.q’ /,/}(/ z =
= v, / //' SFNTA L o
o £( ?ﬂ 2 A .’iuc/ /{ e
e ’M'f&u & /&fﬂi
Feafored j- e (:./& |
CoA LR o BTTE T Yag y, J&ﬁ-‘/f
/avs"/ o Aoctl e
,/_'(""’4—(/]/// Al A*ZV‘(
/ Cau Au? //— Lu f;{f[ﬂu{"
/i"a—cy / t? / ;{_‘ /){c;
’hdd (ﬁ-f ﬁ't‘i /“
/"C(t f‘ 7-75;, &/// . Y,
VAWV A
7££L’.“'j A cwe taxe /{./
p[tf f( /"/44:.(4/4
/J )("Mt//é‘u/// Lie
14/»@ ? fﬁiﬁw e

-:t_g(_(_/ Z /"’ o
Z/f g




Ogtober 7, 19868

Mr, Robert L. Lingoln

Exegutive Director

The Couneil of Higher Educational
Inatitutions in New York City

5356 East 80th Street

New York 21, New York

Dear Mr, Lineoln:

I am very much honored by your invitation
to present a series of lectures, However I find
at present that my own work requires all my atten-
tion, Thank you again,

Sineerely,

Norbert Wiener



Qotober 7, 1958

Mr, Erling Skorpen
327 Willow Street
New Haven, Connectiocut

Dear Mr., Skorpen:

I am very much honored by the invi tation
to speak before tk® Graduate Phllosophy Club
but I find that I am unable to fulfill outside
lecturing engagements, It is a matter of my
strength and my desire to do new research instead
of appearing again and again before the public
on the same toplos,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NW: mmk
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October 8, 1958

Ceskoelovenska akademie ved
Ustav radlotechniky a elektroniky
Praha 13 - Sporilov

Gentlemen:

I have received your invitation to the Segond
Prague Conference on Information Theory, Statistlcal
Desigion Functions and Random Processes, As I was
abroad this summer to a meeting in Italy and as I
gpent the whole academle year two years ago abroad,
I am afrald that it will be impossible for me to
attend your gonference, It 18 a matter of my physical
atrength and of the extra expense to which the trip
would put me, I plan to make my next trip abroad
someé time in the late spring or summner of 1960 when
I retire from full-time active service at the Mass=-
achusetts Institute of Teshnology and when I shall
give only one-half time service for a period of some
years thereafter. I hope you will understand that
this decision of mine goes with the best possibdle
wishes for the success of your conference,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener



October 8, 1968

-

y : 73 ch 9 VeAs r
Dear Mr, Chuvikov:
I have received the gopies of the Russian
translation of my book, The Human Use of Human
Beings, and thenk you for sending them,

Sineerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



October 8, 1958

Mr, George Thomas Folster

423 Nikkatsu International Building
1, 1-Chome, Yurakucho

Chiyodako, Tokyo, Japan

Dear Mr, Folster:

I am afrald that I shall have to bother you
to find out the present state of my publications
in Japan, I have 28 yet received personally no
money from any of them, It is possible that
moneys have been sent for the rights of my book
on Cybernetics to Hermonne et Cie. in Paris, who
are my publishers., I have written to them %o
ascertain if my non-receipt of royalties is due
to a tie-up at their end, which is quite possible
a8 I have heard that money has been sent, As soon
as I ascertainthis I shall let you know., I am
Eartloularly curious about my two autoblogrsphies,

x-Prodigy, and I Am a Mathematiclan, Apparently,
according to Ikehara, there has been some tie-up
with I Am a Mathematician., I also would like to
know about The Human Use of Human Beings, which
has appeared in Japan, Houghton Mifflin, my pub-
lishers here, have written to my Japanese publisher
a very sharp letter and have received no answer as
yet, Will you let me know if you can do anything
about these matters and also Just what you consider
my arrangements to be with you as to the books for
which you have ageney in Japan,

We recall with pleasure our visit to your
office in May, 1986, on our way through Japan,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW : mmk



October 8, 1968

Dy, Iago Galdston

Medl Information Bureau

The New York Agademy of Medicine
2 East 103 Street

New York 29, New York

Dear Tago:

I am weiting thie letter to explain my
regretful declsion not to ascoeépt your invitstion
to give a talk at the New York Academy thie year,
The fact 1¢ thet I have found outside leeturing
& strain on my energlees and health and that the
effort which it demands of me cuts down eonsider-
ebly on the seientifie work which I yet hope to
do, You will understand that if I leave opneén
the ag.for any further cutelde lecturing and
it A gomes known that I am aoupung requests
of this sort, it will mean that I' shall receive
g masg of further similar requesis which will

ut me %o effort and to expense in handling them
ndividually, It is vital for me that those who
know me are aware that I have gompletely closed
out this aspeet of my aotivities, at least for
a matter of years in the future,

I hope that you will not feel that this
aotlon of mine is any derogation of my great
friendship for you and my esteem, It may be
that I shall pass through New York sometime this
yeoar on personal business, If I do so, I shall
make r:uv effort to look you up and to pay my
respecis,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW s mmlk



October 8, 1968

Hermann et Cie,
6, Rue de la Sorbonne
Parig 6, France

Gentlemen:

Since I saw your manager late in June, 1955,
I have not heard from you, except the letter from
your new editor in 1966, I belleve that slnce
then a Japanese firm, Iwanaml Shoten of Tokyo, has
obtained from you the rights for the translation
of Oyberneties and has sent you the followlng sums
in royalties:

1. 1956 7,18 119,74
2. 1957 11,27  Fr.42,085
3. 1958 4,17 Fr.25,786

1 is the amount paid in advance,
1 and 2 together cover the royalty

of the first edition, 2,000 gopiles.
3 18 the royalty of the next 506 copies,

The rates of royalty are 8% for the
first 1,000 and 10% thereafter,

Therefore, it appears to me that you muet be in a
position to forward mg share of these royalties, The
faot that I have not heard has already caused me a
certain amount of inconvenience in my relations with
my Japanese publighers, Would you therefore be kind
onoufg to send me a statement of your position, not
merely with reepect to the Japanese matter, but with
respect to all her moneys that may have come in
in connection with my book, Cybernetios,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener



ARTHUR KOFFLER, M. D.
218 BEDFORD STREET
STAMFORD, CONN,

9 October 1958

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
9ly Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

For some time now I have been in communication with Governor
Ribicoff of Commecticut who has referred the matter to the Commecticut
State Higway Department, members of which I will meet with on next
Tuesday. The subject of my commication has been the use of the skip
line as a highway lane dividing marker.

Because of the knowledge of feed back mechanism, etc., and
because of what you have expressed on Page 157 in your book on
Cybernetics in Chapter VI, "Gestalt and Universals," I thought it
would be appropriate to ask you for your critical comments on my
thinking. If I may quote from one of my letters to Governor
Ribicoff I think you would quickly understand the problem.

"The following is my recommendation: That the
skip line as at present constituted and used on
our highways as a lane dividing marker be
abolished. Many of our highways are separated
into lanes by the use of a white line. A great
proportion of these lines in use at the present
time are of the interrupted type, i.e. the skip
lines. It is my considered opinion, based upon
considerable observation and thought, that the
use of the interrupted white divider or skip line
as used on highways is the cause of considerable
unnecessary eye fatigue, and causes eye diversion
and results in visual distraction.

The physiological basis for the above expressed
opinion is well established. It is a well known
physiological fact that the peripheral zone of
vision is particularly sensitive to motion; and

it is also a well established physiological fact
that the perception of motion by the retina in

the peripheral zone causes a reflex direction of the



ARTHUR KOFFLER, M. D.
218 BEDFORD STREET
STAMFORD, CONN.

macular zone of vision to the point of

motion observed in the periphery. The per-
ception by the eye of the interrupted white

line on the road is in the form of apparent
motion and thereby constantly, reflexly, directs
the center of vision towards the interrupted
line, This constant repetition of motion re-
sults in severe ocular fatigue and diverts the
motorist's attention away from other important
elements of traffic. You can readily understand
therefore, how to a motorist who is tired, driving
during the night, the above hazard can be the
difference between safety and tragedy."

I hope that the State of Connecticut will show national
leadership and go along with my idea of abolishing the skip line as
presently used, not only in Commecticut but throughout the country.
I believe that if it is done we will lessen the hazards of driving
especially at night by an increment which though we may never be
able to definitely measure, is nevertheless important.

T would very much appreciate hearing from you on the above.
Very truly yours,
B |

AK:afr Arthur Koffler, M. D.

[_ a3 /0//?/5‘ 83



PORTLAND STATE COLLEGE

1620 S.W. Park Avenue
Portland 1, Oregon

October 10, 1958

OFFICE OF PUBLIC SERVICES

Dr, Norbert Wiener

Professor Mathematics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Portland Stete College would like to invite you to be a
guest speaker on its 1958-50 Lecture Series, Our science department,
headed by Dr, Thurman Peterson, has strongly urged that we try to
obtain your services.

The series, instituted last year, was planned to give people
in our community the advantage of hearing worthwhile speakers in selected
areas, It has been so extremely well received that we feel confident we
are meeting a need in this community, Already booked this year are:
James Reston, Dr, Henry Steele Commager, Dr, Margaret Mead, Stephen
Potter, the Right Honorable Anthony Nutting and Dr. Loren Eiseley.

We are prepared to pay your expenses plus a small honorarium,
Our time is feirly flexible, although we would prefer sometime in January
or May if this is possible,

Dr, Peterson has asked us to extend to you his personal
invitetion alcng with his regarfds,

We hope you will be able to accept our invitation and that we
will hear from you socon, We feel confident that we could arrsnge for other
speaking engagements in the Northwest if you so desire,

Sincere

oward R, Ciisham
Director
Public Services

HRC:es

(o 08/17/S8)



October 10, 1958

Professor Ernst P, Billeter
Universitat Freiburg

Institut fur Automation und
betriebliche Ve:ishrensforschung
Gundeldingerstrasse 139

Basel, Switzerland

Dear Professor Billeter:

I am very happy to hear that you plan to
viglt the United States, and would be pleased
to address your group either in German or English
when you resch Cambridge.

I send best wishes for a successful tour,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener



October 10, 1958

M, Toullee

Hermann et Cie,

6 Rue de la Sorbonne
Paris 5, France

Dezr Sir:

I have Just regelved your account of the 24th
of September. This gives no account of any sales
of translation rights abroad, I have been informed
by my Japanese colleagues that you have received
certain sums of money for the right of translation
into Japanese and I presume there may be other such
rights that were sold, I should 1like an accounting
of my share of the proceeds of these sales, and to
what countries you have granted translation rights,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NW : mmk



October 11, 1958

Dear Norbert,

I think the novel is vastly improved and with only a little further
editorial work, particularly on the dialogue and in the episodes

concerning Helen Deacon, will turn out to be a good, publishable book,

The immmediate difficulty, however, where I am concerned,is that my

own plans are not yet settled and though I hope that within two weeks

they will be, I can't really be sure, Nor can I in this letter give

you a very meaningful account of what thissettlement is likely to be,

My situatior is in some ways as complicated as the one Gregory James
created- perhans even more complicated. Whatever the outcome, however,

I will shortly be back in the publishing business, either on my own

or in connection with an existing company and when I am I should like a
chance to publish the novel, On the other hand, if I go in with an existing
company I can't guarantee that my colleagues to be will necessarily agree ¢
to publish the novel even though I may recommend it highly. I have every

hope that they will, but with the future as uncertain as it is, I can

of fer you, at this time, only a strong probability and my own conviction
that™fovel is good and certainly deserves to appear.

By current standards, the novel is, to say the least, out of the ordinary,

8o much so that its virtues may come through obscurely to conventional
readers, But its virtues are considerable and in its way the novel is one

of those moral tales, more or less abstractly told, that belong to the

main line of American literature, I don't want to overstate the case, ¥ou

are not, obviously, a novelist to rank with Hawthorne or Nelville nor is there
much to be said for the originality of your literary technigue; but you have
written a moral fable of considerable dignity and skill, and you should be
proud of it.

I wonder if you would agree to give me a few weeks- perhaps a month- to work
on the manuseript and make whatever suggestions seem appropriate, I would
also like some of my colleagues- those that might join me if I go into business
on my own- to read it., At the end of that time I would like to publish it if
I am in a position to do so, If not, I will recommend another publisher to
you and pass it along to him, with your approval, In any case, the manuscript
will require at least a few weeks of editorial work on my part and perhaps

an equal amount of time thereafter on yours, The character of James comes
through very well and you have done a good job with his surroundings. I

don't think you have got into Dominguez as deeply as you might, and you have
not made Fairview as substantial as it needs to be, But I think I can suggest
ways to help, The subsidiary characters- Woodbury, Williams and Albright- are
fine, though I think you miss a good opportunity for irony and pathos in not
doing more with the two funerals- Woodbury's and Dominguez'. One solution
might be to let James recollect the Woodbury funeral in some detail as he
attends the Dominguez eulogy. But these are technical matters and can be
handled without much more work on your part, if you tell me to proceed with
my suggestions,

As for the Doubleday situation, I'd let matters rest for now. Doubleday does
not need your $500 and in the meantime it has the first draft of the inventions

book in hand,



- 2—

Why not cross this bridge when you come to it,

With best wishes to you and Margaret,

Sincerely yours,

Jaxon pstein

I\G(f.._,;, /(z//‘f/,j‘g:{?



CHRONOLOGY

193 ~1q07L Pages 1 - 12
- 20
20 - 2}

2L - 35
35 = LS
L5 = Sk

5L - 72
73 =175

Two year
period
(see p. 5k)

one
Year

76

78 - 8l
8k - 97
97 - 100

Odessa = Boston

Job hunting - Job found.

First meeting with Helen Deacon

Lost job at Cromer

Gained employment with Williams and Albright -
General orientation at Williams and Albright
Letter from Dominguez at Fairview College

Two weeks later - Visit to Fairview College
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Piston and Rudder Society - Woodbury,

Veraggio with Helen and voyage home.
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BURLINGTON, VERMONT

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES October 12, 1958

Department of Political Science

Prof, Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Masgsachusetts

Dear Prof. Wiener:

The Vermont Conference, an organization of the University
of Vermont, takes pleasure in inviting you to be the
principal speaker at it annual meeting in April, 1959.

The purpose of the Vermont Conference is to acquaint the
Student body with methods and theories which are not yet
the subject of general undergraduate instruction.

The topiec for the 1959 Conference is "New Directions."
We feel that you have given many new directions in your
profession and 1life. We would be grateful if you could
tell us a 1little of your purpose and your work.

The Conference has a small budget and we feesl that we
should 1like to pay you, if at all possible, your usual
fee,

May we give you a ring on Wednesday, October 15, at a
quarter past two? We should welcome any questions that
you may wish to put to us at that time.

Yours truly,

Sottea 77@

Cecelia G, Meloney
Co-Chairman

Leroy Meshel
Co-Chairman

Tawd A4754?§
Raul Hilber
Faculty Advisor






Qotober 14, 1058

Mr, Jason Epstein
33 West 67th Street
New York, New York

Dear Jason:

Your- letteyr is what I hoped you would find
yourself able to write, I am enormously li=-
mented by 1t and realize that as a novelist am
a bit of an amateur, I am perfectly willing to
leave the material with you and to work over the
suggestions you make to me for improving the book,
I shall be satisfied however the matter comes out,
I am extremely grateful to you and wish you all
sucecess in your new unde 8, I will leave
everything in your hands and will aceept your
regommendation as to the Doubleday situation,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW ¢ mmk



October 14, 1958

Dr. Arthur Koffler
218 Bedford Street
Stamford, Connectlout

Dear Dr. Koffler:

I was very much interested in your letter of the 9th.
As to the interference ;gich the divided white line on the
road may have with the ver, there is a good dezsl of
interest to say. In the first place I did a bit of driving
day before yesterday and tried to notice the effect of Jjust
this sort of a line on me, I could not find it to be mpprec-
iable and I belleve that under normal cirocumstances the effect
is likely to be negligible, This is due to the fact that
under these circumstances the amount of illumination of this
divided white line is an extremely small fraction of the
total illumination so that the flieker it produces should
fo:a;rreot any really important part of the total visual

n -9

On the other hand, you will know of Cobb's work on the
effect of a regularly planted line of trees on certain sube
Jects who were either epileptic or with a tendency towards
epilepsy, At certain speeds when the sun is low and the
greater gart of light comes through this line of trees, the
effeoct of the regular alternations of light and darkness
produces a fligker which can gause an epileptic fit. While
you probably try to seed out from your drivers epilepties,
there must be many with epileptic tendenoies who you do not
succeed in seeding out and who do not know that tthey possess
thecse tendencles,

As I have sald, I doubt if the condition of the in-
terrupted line on the roads will involve anything like the
intense alternation of illumination and non-illuminaztion
which one observes with a line of trees, Possibly there
are gsome conditions partioularly in night driving where
th%a :ort of diffioulty may come up and the effect be imp-
ortant,

I have been studying the mathematics of the effect
of flicker in driving the brain (for thie is a brain
phenomenon and not primarily an eye phomenon), Mathematically



Dr, Arthur Koffler
October 14, 1968
Page Two

I should expect that the effeot of flicker would depend
not only on the rate of alternation of light and dark

but on the regularity of thie rate, In other words, I
should expeot that a flicker, let us say of ten alter-
nations per second, which because of the alpha rhythm

is likely to be one of the disturbing alternations, would
be much greater if the frequenoy were precisely ten per
second rather than a band of frequencies near ten per
segond, In other words I should expect that an irregu-
larity of the intervals between white and the next white
would mitigate the effegt, As to the relation of the
frequency of the flicker with the length of the alternat-
ions and the speed, when a oar is going 60 miles per hour
the dangerous interval would be in the order of nine feet.
This is probably not too far from the interval which one
actually finde on the road, At slower speeds this interval
would be shorter, However this has to do with the disturb-
ance of the alpha rhythm of the normsl person, whereas the
frequencies dlsturbance to the epileptic are probably more
likely to be half this, Thus, 1% is really possible that
a person with epileptic tendencies driving fast along the
road may get into trouble because of these lines,

This is a field in which much more work is necessary
and 1f {iu are interested in the matter, ome up sometime
and we'll talk it over,

Singerely yours,

Norbert Wienerxr



October 14, 1958

Mr, Frank Wemzel
10618 olia Drive
Cleveland 6, Chic

Dear Mr, Wensgeli:

Professcy Wiener thanke you for your letter
of Cotober 8, 1088, He is unable %o comment upon
your wozk without having read your thesis.

Singerely yours,

Margaret Kruger (Mrs.)
Seeretary to
Profeassor Norbert Wiener

[/ mmik



October 15, 1958

Mr, Eric Schaal
Hotel Splendid
Zurich, Switzerland

Dear Mr, Schaal:

I thank you very much for thinking of me in connectlion
with your book, but I would rather beg off the whole business,
I have always been extremely skeptlcal of lists of leading
this and leading that and to be put in one places me in an
invidious position, This is partiocularly the case when I
am asked to cooperate in furnishing material for a book of
this sort, There is no way in which I can do thlis without
tacltly accepting and participating in a claim to some
sort of priority and status and there is no way to particl-
pate in such a c¢lalm without voluntarily making a show of
oneself, I have always had the most skeptical opinlon of
honors in science and have considered shat on the whole,
{hey 3o more harm than good, For this reason, I have been
more than sparing in my acceptance of these, partioularly
in sugh cases as they involve evaluation by other than my
co-workers in fields in which I am interested, The maint-
enance of a structure of publicity relations goes inevitably
with the acceptance of such honors and I have found thst
this maintenance demands a large part of the energy which
I can 111 spare at my age, It will not do to consider that
my sending a picture to you will e¢lose the demands made on
me, For the very fact that I have answered your request
would be an indication to others that I am open to further
requests of the same sort or of related sorts, I hope you
will understand my position and not regard whet I have
taken as a settled pollcy in self defence as mere churl-
ishness on my part,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW ¢ mmk



Ogtober 17, 1958

Mr, Howard R, Clisham, Direstor
Public Services

Portland State Collage

1620 8, W, Park Avenue
Portliand 1, Oregon

Dear Mr, Clishams:

Thank you very much S r your invitation to participate
in the 1988.59 Leotwure Series of Portland State Uollege,
However, I find at ‘gaeom that own work requires all
my attention, and 8 1 muet deeline your kind invitation,

Sincerely yours,
Norbhert Wienepy

W ¢ mmlc



Ogtober 17, 1968

Mr, M, R, Thomas
No. 8 Heyworth Street

Bacup, Lancashire,
England

Dear Mr, Thomes:

Professor Wiener thanks you for your interest in
his book, Oybernetiecs., You will bc able to secure a
copy from Chapman and Hall, 37 Essgex Street, London,

Sincerely,

Margeret M, Kruger (Mrs,)
SBecretary to
Professor Norbert Wiener



Uppsala, 18 Qct., 58

Dear Professor Wiener,
We have now settled down in Uppsala in a brand

new apartment, larger and with considerably more gadgets than our place
in Cambridge. The gov't of Sweden has full responsibility for the
housing supply for all citizens. Private profit is being taken out of
housing, though actual construction is by private contractors, some of
which we can see from our window., There seems to be a comparatively -high
degree of successful socialization here, People are mighty careful about
subletting apts here because there is a law forbidding eviction of any
occupant who has no place to move into. A new telephone is expensive to
install, but you can inherit one from your father, Swedes seem to take
outdoor exercise quite seriously. There are beautiful forests quite near
town and youn can always see cross—country runners racing along the paths.
Zhe Last Sunday Barbara and I saw a group of high school girls running
up steep hills just for the health of it.

I have already found some curious results on inter-
polation in the unit circle with bounded analytic functions, and am
learning something of the Scandinavian brand of analysis. Lennart Carleson
who was at Tech last fall is the most active analyst here and has inter-
ests in statistical mechanics and information theory. A small booﬁron
the kinetic theory of gases, based on a manuscript of Carleman's, appear-
ed recently. It contains among other thinge an interesting proof of a
version of the H-theorem; it is essentially a study #f the Boltzmann
integro-differential eguation under conditions near equilibrium, or
under conditions of spatial homogeneity. Most of the editing was done
by Carleson.

I realize that I left TBe™SBaptie®lePIRS 55182 vook inm
a state that is very likely improvable, as I have not seen clearly
through the problems we discussed early in August in New Hampshire.
What is written down is correct, but it contains assumptions in addition
to the ones you have emphasized. I am uneasy about this.

The following, possibly interesting, problem arose in

the analysis seminar recently:

R R
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Assume 1. f(x) is a bounded measurable function on the line
2. for t belonging to a certain non-empty set E,

T
Tlt) = A ""[ 4 £xi dx

Tyoe 2T (o exists,
Then I(t)jé 0 for at most a countable set of t's. (This follows
from a lemma of Sierpinski's on Borel sets together with your
determination of the quadratic variation of the Fourier-Stieltjes
transform of a function of bounded variation.) Now suppose I(t)ié 0
for t= tl, ssssssssssy type Is it then true that

: o { T vy 4

/7_4::_% ‘—;-ITL 4 /(x}/x =]

iflf(x)lﬁ.l?

Of course I should be delighted to hear from you about
any matter, scientific or otherwise, that should arise. Especially
how your mathematical-physical theories are developing. I trust

they are thriving.

Barbara and I like to recall our most interesting and
‘pleasant vigit with you and Mrs. Wiener in N, H. which now seems

so far away. We send you both our very best wishes and regards.

G bivie Wm;/



HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL RELATIONS

EMERSON HALL
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

October 19, 1958

Dear Professor Wiener,

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you formally
the invitation you kindly accepted orally last Tuesday in
Emerson Hall to address the Social Relations Graduate Collo-
quium on the social applications and implications of your
work in Cybernetics and related fields. We suggest one of
the three following dates for your appearance: December 10,
December 17 or January 8, 1959--whichever is most convenient
for you. Should all of these dates prove inconvenient for
you we should be happy to have you suggest a date, preferably
during the first half of December or the first ten days of
next January, when you could appear.

The meeting will begin at 8:30 PM in one of the
common rooms of the new Graduate Center on Everett Street
and we suggest that your opening remarks should last
approximately forty-five minutes. Following your presenta-
tion there will be a question and discussion period after
which refreshments will be served and there will be opportu-
nity to continue discussion informally. I should also men-
tion that yeur audience will consist predominantly of people
without advanced mathematical training (anthropologists,
psychologists and sociologists) although some mathematical
statisticians and mathematicians will doubtless be present.,
We hope that, as far as is possible, you will take account
of this fact in your remarks.

The Colloguium Committee also invites you to dine
with it prior to the meeting, at seven o'clock at the Har-
vard Faculty Club on Quiney Street. Perhaps it would be
most convenient for the Committee to meet you at the Clubd
at that hour, but here agdin we will abide by your wishes.

I look forward to hearing your decision on the




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL RELATIONS

EMERSON HALL
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

precise date of your appearance and thank you once again
for your kindness.,

Sincerely yours,

7 Ao
i 2

RicHard Greenbaum,
Chairman, Social Relations

Graduate Colloquium

//

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Laws 1o/ 91/5% ]




THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE

2 EAST 103 STREET, NEW YORK 29, N. Y.
TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 6-8200

October 20, 1958

Dear Norbert:

Thank you very much for your
letter of October 8th. Much as I
regretted your decision, I do see
your warrant for making 1t.

When you are next in New York

do let me see you.

Cordially yours,

Iag alds%) M.D.

Dr. Horbert Wiener
Department of Mathematilcs

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

/ed

fas (6/38(5€]




October 21, 1958

Mr, Righard Greenbaum
Chairman, Soeial Relations
Graduate Colloquium
Harvard University

Emerson Hall

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Dear Mr, Greenbaums

Thank youn for your invitation to speak before the
Soelal Relatlions OGraduate Colloquium and to dine with you
2% the Harvard Faculty Glub., The evening of Wednesday,
Decomber 10, 1958, would be convenient and I shall plan
to meet you at the Harvard Faculty Club at seven otclock.

Sincerely,

da& cﬁdm{?’{g 1958 Norbert Wiener
lo Oucem g

W ¢ mmk



T HE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO 37 ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

October 22,1958

Professor llobert Wiener
MIT
Cambridge 39, Masse

Dear Professor Wiener:

I wonder whether you will be kind enough to give me
your opinilon on the enclosed paper by Dr.T.T.Wue I was asked
to transmit the paper to the Journal of Applied Mathematiecs
and lMechanics (Indiana University) for publication, I will
mich appreciate, if you could tell me whether the paper has
sufficient merit to be published,

With best regards and thanks,
Sincerely yours,

(X 4§

S.S5.Chern

[ ama_ 11/76/S8]




AsSHLEY T.COLE
COUNSELOR AT Law
30 EAST 42"° STREET
NEwW YOoRK 17, N.Y.

VWill Dr. Wiener kindly favor me with a
few lines of his handwriting and his signature on
the enclosed card, to add to a very noteble col-
lection of autograph letters.

I would greatly appreciate his sympathetic
congideration of this regquest

Resp ully,

(Y

October twenty-second,
Nineteen hundred and fifty-eight

[~ /7?/5‘ 8‘]




UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA,

October 23, 1958

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am writing you somewhat hesitantly, since the purpose
of this letter is quite frankly to ask a favor.

Last summer, at the conference at the Ram's Head Inn
you told me about your forthcoming book on "Random functions
and non-linear processes". I said then that this would be
excellent material for a seminar that I am conducting this
school year at the University of Virginia, and you told me
that you would be willing to let me have an extra set of the
proof sheets when they came out. Since all this was purely
verbal and was just part of a conversation in the highly
active setting of the conference, it occurs to me that it
would be entirely natural if this would have slipped your mind.
Consequently, I am writing you this letter as a refresher of
memory, and as an indication that if and when the proof sheets
become available, I would very much like to get hold of them.

Yours sincerely,

A P9 § .

E. J. McShane




Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

TROY, NEW YORK
OFFICE OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS October 24, 1958

Dr. Norbert Welner

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Weiner;:

It is most interesting and provocative to observe the way in which you
arrlve at the suggestion that man 1s providing a small enclave in the
universe agalnst the forces of chaos. Other sensitive and thoughtful
people have intuitively reached the same conclusion.

One of these was Thomas Hardy who, in the Return of the Native, remarks
about man's futile struggle against the heath. Through hard, unremitting
toil a farmer was able to carve out an orderly garden from the wildness
of the heath but after a while when he became tired or sick, the heath
reasserted itself in another victory of entropy over order.

Herman Melville in Moby Dick expresses the same idea in an elaborate
allegory. And the story of the Creation in Genesis, describing the
bringing of order out of chaos starts out, "In the beglnning was the
word..."

Your observation that man's power of communication is the one thing that
marks him as being different from all other forms of life is another way
of sayling that "man is a 1ittle lower than the angels." Thus on per-
fectly sound mechanistic and scientific grounds, you help man to raise
his view of himself.

Although the concept of entropy 1s almost synonymous with the concept of
tragedy, the conclusions to be drawn from your dilscussion are by no means
pessimistic. Personally I found them very much to the contrary. They
gave me a sense of dignity and a sense of faith.

I have been reading the Human Use of Human Belngs because we here at
Rensselaer have been studying the problem of the transferral of ideas
from the mind of the teacher to the mind of the student, and we have been
investigating the various technological ways of bringing this about. You
Indicate that we should give a much higher place to the concept of feed-
back. Up to now I am afraid we have been giving it 1lip service but we
haven't really built it in to too many of the educational experiments
that we have been undertaking. It is an integral part of one teaching
technique, and the data we have on this technique so far is encouraging.




Mr. Norbert Weiner : October 24, 1958

Your concept of loss in any given communication 1s also important. But
here I would like to ralse one question. Your book is not easy for the
average person to read. Because of 1ts importance, would it be possible
in future editions to try to overcome some of the loss that must now be
taking place between the sender and the receiver?

Sincerely
bl

Richard W. Schmelzer
General Secretary

v 7
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Dr. H, Behrendt

Rudolf Vircghow Medical Soeciety
In the Oity of New York

1178 Park Avenue

lew York, New York

Dear Dpr. Behrendt:

I have just finished revising the mamusoript of the talk
I gave last year and shall forward 1t within a few days, It
has involved a great deal of rewriting, particularly in view
of the fact that so much of my talk depended on the use of
the blagkboard and I do not wish my leoture as printed to cone
tain dlagrams, I hope you will find it satisfactory.

Meanwhile I wish to reiterate my appreciation of the
pleasant reception which my wife and myself received at the
meeting of your Society and to express the hope that the meme
bere and myself shall see more of one another in the future,

Sincerely yours,
Horbert Wienepr

NWs mmk
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FOR THE ST. JOHN'S
THIRD CENTURY FUND

RICHARD F. CLEVELAND

General Chairman

SPONSORS

COLBY M. CHESTER
ARTHUR A. HOUGHTON, JR.

Honorary Chairmen

DR. GRANVILLE Q. ADAMS
MORTIMER ADLER

HON. J. GLENN BEALL
CLAUDE L. BENNER
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MRS. W. RANDOLPH BURGESS
HON, JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER
JAMES C. CAIRNS
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HENRY H. CLIFFORD

HENRY I. COBB, JR.

DONALD J. COWLING

RALPH W. CRUM

JOSEPH S, Di GIORGIO
PIERRE 8. du PONT 3id
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EARL 1. HEENAN, JR.
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HON. RICHARD LANKFORD
BEIRNE LAY, JR.
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CLARENCE W. MILES

HOOPER §. MILES

LAWRENCE L. MONNETT, JR.
FELIX MORLEY

W. GRIFFIN MORREL

HON. KEITH NEVILLE

PAUL NITZE

LT. GEN. ALFRED H. NOBLE
HON. HERBERT R. O'CONOR
WALTER P. PAEPCKE

WALTER C. PAINE

DR. THOMAS PARRAN

DR. THOMAS G. PULLEN, JR.
HON. GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE
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MRS. HARRY R, SLACK

NEIL H. SWANSON

HON. J. MILLARD TAWES
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ST. JOHN’'S COLLEGE
Annapolis, Maryland

October 27, 1958

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

My dear Dr. Wiener:

Let me set down the facts which I outlined briefly to you on the
telephone this morning. I hope that the significance of the con-
ferences which we plan will persuade you to make an exception
to your decision to remain in Cambridge throughout this year.

Curtis Wilson, who became dean of the College this fall, pro-
posed you as the best qualified person to do a lecture on the
""Revolution in Man's Labor'., Wilson said that he enjoyed an
ocean crossing with you some eight years ago and that you dis-
cussed the St. John's program critically and constructively at
that time. It is now twenty-one years since we began this all-
required program, and we are anxious through these convoca-
tions to stress mathematics and the laboratory sciences as

liberal arts and as contributors to the development of the liberally

educated person.

The occasion for the convocations is the completion of the Francis
Scott Key Memorial Hall, a six hundred-seat auditorium, and of
Mellon Hall, our new laboratory building. Five special events
are planned. The first will be the dedication ceremony itself at
which President Eisenhower will speak. The second will be a
musical week when Ralph Kirkpatrick, the harpsichordist, is
here for a series of concerts and seminar discussions, December
1 - 6. The third event will take place the last week in January
when we stage the first American production of Monteverdi's

Orfeo in the Francis Scott Key Memorial Auditorium.

The fourth event will be a convocation on the general theme of
""The Scientist as Philosopher', February 26 - 28. For this we
project three lectures: (1) '""Science as the Handmaiden of
Politics'", by Lloyd Berkner; (2) "Science in Conflict with
Morality?'", by Richard Niebuhr; and (3) ""What Is Science as
Philosophy?'", by Harrison Brown. Finally, we plan a convoca-
tion on April 9 - 11 on "Man's New World" with lectures on:

page one --




Dr. Norbert Wiener
page two
October 27, 1958

(1) "The Revolution in Man's Labor', by you, we hope; (2) '"Man's
Genetic Future', by George Gaylord Simpson; and (3) "Planetary
Politics'', i

It is our tentative thought that the first lecture would be given on a
Thursday evening in each case, followed by a panel discussion on
Friday morning to include invited guests and members of our own
faculty. The second and third lectures would be given on Friday
afternoon and evening. A further panel discussion would follow on
Saturday morning. It is our hope and that of the Danforth Foundation,
which is underwriting the cost of the convocations, that the sessions
will prove to be really significant ones and that the calibre of the lec-
tures and of the discussions will warrant publication in the summer of

1959.

We are prepared to offer you an honorarium of $500 together with your
travel expenses and, of course, hospitality to you and your wife while
you are here in Annapolis.,

I hope that the idea will appeal to you. We have spent considerable
time and thought in trying to choose just those men who we feel can
make a really significant contribution as we seek to explore together
the role of scientist as philosopher.

Most sincere

Richard D. Weigle
President

Lo [6/39S 2]




child study association of america

132 EAST 74TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N.Y. *+ BUTTERFIELD E-EDOO/MRS, CLARENCE K. WHITEHILL, PRESIDENT * A, D, BUCHMUELLER. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

October 28, 1958

Dr, Norbhert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Dear Dr, Wiener:

The Conference Planning Committee of the Child Study Association
of America is in the process of developing the program for the
1959 Annual Conference, which is to be held on Monday, March 16,
here in New York City. We would like to extend a special invi-
tation to you to be guest speaker at the luncheon session, which
is the focal point of the all-day meeting.

Enclosed is a copy of the first draft of the Conference theme,

as envisioned by the Committee, There are three speakers sched-
uled for the morning session: Dr, Barbara Biber, of Bank Street
College, will approach the subject from the point of view of early
childhood; Dr, Victor Rosen, psychiatrist of New York, whose ap-
proach will be the application of these questions to the adolescent
years; and we have invited Dr, Weston LaBarre, Associate Professor
of Sociology and Anthropology, Duke University, to address this
session from the point of view of the cultural factors involved.

In your book, "The Human Use of Human Beings,"” you state "any

use of a human being in which less is demanded of him and less

is attributed to him than his full status, is a degradation and

a waste,” We would be privileged to have you address the Con-
ference from your own particular point of view, within the frame-
work of the theme as expressed in the enclosed statement.

The afternoon session will be devoted to a panel discussion in
which the speakers of the day, with the assistance of an able
moderator, will have an opportunity to discuss some of the more
practical and explicit questions involved, in an informal, give
and take manner,

The Child Study Association of America is a national, tax exempt
organization whose primary concern is the mental health of our
country's children, Its program focuses upon the study of

a.pn




Dr, Norbert Wiener October 28, 1958

child development and influence of parent-child relationships;
methods of parent education, particularly through parent dis-
cussion groups; training of professional persons who work with
parents and families; and the publication of material for par-
ents and persons who work with parents, The Annual Conference
is traditionally one of the most important events of the Asso-
ciation's year, Approximately 1,000 to 1,500 people register
for the all day meetings., I hope you will not think it pre-
sumptious to say that the Association offers a platform from
which your ideas will reach a vast audience of thoughtful com-
munity people. The Conference papers are published in our
quarterly magazine CHILD STUDY, and the event regularly re-
ceives extensive news coverage,

The Planning Committee, made up of members of our staff and
Board, joins me in extending a most sincere invitation to
participate in this meeting., An honorarium of $100, plus
expenses, Will be provided for our speakers,

Since we are anxious to formulate final plans for the program
as soon as possible, we would appreciate an early reply from
you, with the hope that it will be in the affirmative,

Sincerely yours,

D ek i My

A, D, BUCHMUELLER
Executive Director

ADB/r
Enclosure
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CAILD SYUDY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

o

ARNUAL CCONFEREYVCE
MCNDLY, HARCH 16, 1989 .. HOTEL ROOSEVELT, NEW YORK CITY

FOR OUR CHILDRENW: Sonething to Live By

Throughout our worid today, thero cxists a profound uarest
growing perhaps from a sense of vootlessneszs in which the
individual feels lost in & universe of gigentic forces be.
yond his control, Thoughtful parents and everyone who is
responsible for the rearing end education of the new gener.
ation sense tho danger and ask vhat ere the ways by which
wve may forestall in owr children 2 feeling of being somehow
diminished? How may we help them to find meaning in 1life
and invigorating vistas?

Many of us are searching for deep 20d firm conmitments, and
1t is certaianly our hope that as these are established they
may serve at lesst as a starting place for our children, Yet
we know that imposing our own answers on our children negates
the very thing we are looking for, wiich is a life purpose
growing out of omne'’s owvn convictiom,

Thus it becones a matter of helping the child to develop his
capacities ... his ipnate wish to krnow gnd to understand, and
to find his plsce in the larger world, Vhat does he need

Irom us at the various stages of his grovih %o give coherence
to all that he learns and drsawe about? How much can he ab-
80rb -~ and at vhat age -- 0f the implicaiions of tremendous
new discoveriez and developments? Is the space age to mean
nothing more to him thar an exciting game or & Zorm of fic-
tion? Do internetional relstions vesolve themselves, as time
goes on, only into & grim acceptsnce of the military draft?
Does sclence exist jJjust to help us get ahead of the Ruseians?
The plecemeal ancwers, we begin to realize, ars not emough,
either for our children or foxr ourselves, Ve must have a
clearer definition of mean's role so that we may mors effective-
ly transnit what we bolieve, and at the sare time gncourage
the child to fiand his cvn ansver %o men's fundamental question:
Where do I take my atand? :

October 27, 1958
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October 28, 1958

Dr, Iago Galdston

The New York Academy of Mediecine
2 East 103 Street

New York 290, New York

Dear Iago:

I received your letter of the 20th, I
am glad that you understand the reason for my
aetion, I am very much interested in what you
have in your paper and shall read it thoroughly,
Also, the next time I am in New York I will do
my best to get in touch with you as I value
very much your friendship and your advice,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



October 28, 1968

Professor E, J. MoShane
Department of Mathematliecs
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

Dear Professor MoShane:

I am complimented by your request for proofs
of the book., I have already talked with my pube
lisher, Professor Bryant of the M,I1.T. Press, and
Af possible he will send you a gopy of the page

roofs at onge., The book will be out sometime
ate in November,

With most pleasant regollections of our last
meeting, I remain,

Sincerely yours,
Norbert Wiener

NW 2 mmlke
ﬂ’lne/g 203 - Mo mben 3. 1954
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B’NAI B’RITH HILLEL FOUNDATION

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

317 MEMORIAL DRIVE
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS Phone: UN 4-6900, Ext. 2082

RABBI HERMAN POLLACK
ApVISER

October 30, 1958

Praofessor Norbert Wiener
Building 2-276
N.1.7.

Dear Professor Wiener:

In addition to the letter of thanks that you will
receive from the Hillel students, I wish to add my
appreciation for arranging your busy schedule to speak to
the students on phases aof the novel that you have just
written. By the use of historical incidents, which you
fictionalized, you made them aware of the problems that
they will no doubt encounter at one time or another and of
their responsibility to assume a moral position in their
daily l1ife. You provided us with a most meaningful
experience, and I therefore thank you for sharing with us
your vast knowledge and profound insights of the concerns
of man and society. You also helped the students understand
the implications of their heritage in relation to ethical
questions.

I trust that the good wishes conveyed during the kiddush
over the Sabbath wine expressed in some small manner our
esteem and affection for you. We are fortunate to have you
as a friend and well-wisher.

With our kindest regards, best wishes, and cordial
greetings to you and Mrs. Wiener, I remain as ever,

Sincerely yours,

74{J1A~u1A4~-ngﬁlQ‘LLJL—’




October 30, 1958

President Richard D. Weigle
8¢, John's College
Annapolis, Maryland

My dear President Welgle:

I am much honered by the letter you have
sent me inviting me to participate in a convo=
cation at igur eollcge thie year, However, I
am afrsid that I must persist in uy-rotusai to
accept outside invitations to lecture for this
year at least and probably permanently, The
gompelling reasons for this declsion are, firss,
that the strain on my health and energies which
such trips involve is excessive, They generally
demand some days rest in bed afterwards, MNoree
over, they seriously interfere with the selentific
research and teaching which I conceive to be my
ghief function.

Segond, I believe not merely as far as I
am peraonaliy goncerned, but in general, this
resent vogue for lecturing is exaggerated and
ul to the limited amount of energy which
the United Statea can devote to science, I am
gompletely out of sympathy with the attitude that
the selentist should devote a large part of his
time to public contacts, It leads to = certain
intelleotual diffuseness which is perhaps not
the best quality of Amerlican intellectual work,

Third, lectures such as those to whigh you
invite me, involve a gonsiderable amount of pre-
liminayry effort in writing on steted subjects,

I believe that I can do :gabeat work by following
out my own ideas rather n by writing on dice
tated themes, The amount of preliminary work that
attendance at a oconvooation involves, the amount
of social contacts which exhausts the person ine
vited without furnishing any real good to anyone,
the number of subsidiary lectures which are gen-
erally slipped in after the acceptance of the ine
vitation and which add to the strain on the lect-
urer, are in my firm opinion excessive, If I were
to seeept an invitation, I would be put t9 a great
deal of effort in protecting myself by refusi
these extra demands, This refusal would certainly
not add to the good opinion of me in the place that
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had invited me, In faoct it would do me far
more damage than a complete refusal, Since
I have to make a refusal anyhow, I think that
the loglesl place is right at the beginning,

I hope you will understand that I really
do appreclate the honor of the invitation and
that I am only writing this letter because I
feel it important that thoee whom I turn down
understand the cogeney of my position,

Singerely yours,
Norbert Wiener

NW: mmk



October 31, 1968

Dr. H, Behrondt

Rudolf Virchow Medioal Soclety
In the City of New York

1175 Park Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Dr, Behrendt:

Englosed 18 the revised mamuseript of the
lecture given befowre the Rudolf Virchow Mediecal
Soclety in November, 1957, by Professor Wiener,

Sincerely,

Margaret Kruger (Mrs,)
Secretary to
Profesgor Wienep



October 31, 1958

"l’. A. D. NM.llOr

Execgutive Director

Child Study Assoclation of America
132 East 74th Street

New York 21, New York

Dear Mr, Buchmueller:

I thank you for your request for me to address
the Child Study Assoclation of America, The fact
is, however, that I am very tired this year and
that I am finding it absolutely necgessary to cone
fine my effort to teaching my classes and doing
my own research work, If I were to accept an
outside invitation, I should find yours one of
the most inviting, But the state of my health
demands a strict refusal of any such invitations,

I hope you will understand,
Singerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW ¢ mmlc



