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April 16,1952,

Massachusetts Inst, of Technology,
Cambridge %9, Mass,

Attention Mrs, George Baldwin,

Dear Mrs, Baldwin,

Thank you for your letter of April 8, We
have now recc’vecd 8 autographed cony of Ex-Prodigy and have
handed it to Mr, WW. P., Ehrenberg,

Best thanks for vour co-nmaration,

oa

) acerely yours,

AMERICAN E777
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Dear .

““NTER. 630 Fifth Avenue. New York 20 « CABLE ADDRFSS Essandess « v7 “owra~ Circle 5-6.100

dom “. °

a Wiener:

Dr. George Crothers of the Columbia Broadcasting
System, who tells me he had the pleasure of meeting you aqur-
ing your lesb visit to New York, is quite eager to have you
record for tne of the network's finest nublic affairs radio
programs

The program is called "You and tne World," is broad-
cast over the network five dais weekly fren 6:15 to 6:30 PLM.
and usually devotes a full week of interviews to cne particulcr
subject. Tne subject in which you would p .rticipate if you're
willing, is medicine, I can vouch for its ccnsistent excellence
snd high tone,

Dr. Crothe:s is very much interested in reccrding an
interview wita you sometime between now and iiay 7th 3nd would like tc
know whetlier you exvect to be in town before that latter date. The
actual recording could be made at a time to suit your convenience.
Of course, our bcok would be ccumented upon extensively,

Dr. Crothers will probably telenhone vou at M.I1.T. withing
the next dev or two.

My Lett to vou and to vour fine family,

sincerelv,

[anAlain lls: 5
Allan Yorris

Dr, Morbert Wiener
NM. I.T.
Cambridee, Mass,
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lchwarz hes now moved on to Paris, so perhaps Parls
could be vour best bet sfter Strasbourg. There ien't
nuch that I cen gzy to a man who knows hls way eround
2s well 2g you do, but we all cend yon our best wlshees
rnd honeg Tor succeear

TOUrs,

*
~.cner
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Professor Duncan F.
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(his 1s to assure you that I will be quite willing to
coneult with Dr, “Armand Siegel on the prooosed CNR
rolect whlch your devertment is submitting. -rovid=4 that

“zm in Cambrid-e



April 16, 1953

The New York Academy oi Sciences
2 Egat 67rd Street
New Vi v WNew York

Jentlre yop

Professor Wiener receives requests frequently for
soples of his paper, Time, Com unication and the
Nervous System, which was published in the Annals
of the New York Academy of Sclences. Any supply
of reprints he mzy heve had 1s now exhausted, and
he wonders if it would be possible to duplicate
this article here st M.I.T., without violating
copyright regulations. If so, it could be mimeo-
srephed and distributed as reprints sre distributed--
that 1s, at no cost, and with full acknowledgement
a the oricinzl publisher of the article

I should appreciate hearin: from you soon as to
whether such a duplication of the art’ 1+ would or would
not violate vour rights gg »ullish th~ srticle.
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I shall list below the titles of three ' »inles which
Professor Wlener wrote for Philosophy 7 Science, [Fis
supply of reprints 86 these articles ha: ong been
gone, and he now woniers whether 1t woul! be a violation
of copyright regulstions to have additler . coples
nimeocranhed hers + 3H ~ M™ The r~rit.-1. roe*

1 4 - 1€ na ey “oh lue!

ig) ane sv Mu uetLn

Rehaviorr Oct. 1950

Behavior,

r “3de1ls in

Purposeful #nd Non-Purpose-

Professor Ylener's purpose in having these articles
mimeographed would be to distribut ~~ 4+ mat the
way reprints from nvihllisher 42 has
no intention of gellin~ such v ag to
aokrnowledgoe pronerlv 1. Ay rv n

Pays

re. Georace Baldwin
Ja..rctervy ty Profegseor Wiener
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I thin rofecsor ¥arl Deutsci: might bs able to help
you, He 1s on the faculty of ¥.I,T.'s English and
History Department, but at nresent is a Visiting
Profeggor in the Woodrow Wilson School of Public
snd Internationsl Affairs at Princeton University.
and you could reach him there, If he can't do an
srticle himself, I think he :zlght be able to suggest soue=-
ane who eould.
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DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY

HANOVER. N. H

BANCROFT H. BROWN
B. P. CHENEY PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS April 17 1952.

Dear Norbert.

i don't know when I have enjoyed anything as much as your
extraordinary story of an unusual boy growing up in the very ordin-
ary climate that I knew so well. Huch of this 1s, of course, pure
nostalgla. As far as birth goes, I am exactly 15 days your senior.
I was brought up in Hyde Park, a dozen miles south of you. And so
nany things that you mentioned, clicked. I have a sood memory.

I pondered over the subscription issue of The Youth's Com-
ognion, just as you did ; but I never heard of anyone wno actually
tried to get 100 subscriptions, or one. I also made various essays
at St. Nicholas, and never got more than honorable mention. I once
net a girl who nad hagged a gold medal ; but she nad a much nlgher
opinion of herself than I had, aad I didn't let it get me down.
Cudjo's Cave was a very good booke I still recall a bit, towards
the end, of the "dying Cudjo and the drowning Silas", locked in
gach other s arms as the underground river carried them off towards
thelr final resting place ; in those days the universe was so log-
ical, and every one got his deserts,

Born practically in the shadow of the Blue Hills, I probably
rate them higher than you do ; I gather they were for you a later ac-
quisition. I liked "Sassamon Road", "Sawcut Notch", and "Wildcat
Trail". I actually saw a very few rattlesnakes on the loose, and a
local worthy had a knack of catching them, and then disolaying them
in the local druestore windowe

Years ago I spotted Norbert and Constance in Ona Balcony,
and realized this could not be a coincidence; I am pleased to know
the facts. You do an amnazingly good Job on my favorites, the Ponti-
fexes, in The Way of All Flesh. Butler s book has delighted me for
40 years. Your tiny vignette of Charles Nelson Haskins is one that
I am delighted to add to my recollectionsofavery remarkable New
incland Yankee.

You are ealnently fair to the **arvard mathematicians of the
1319-1922 period. Your picture of Osgood, Coolldge et al in the front
row of the Mathematics Club is devastatingly true, and in perfect
taste. This was not a strong group (always excepting Birkhoff) ; yet
1t was a vastly entertaining group. I don't think I was ever taken
In by them ; I respected some of thelr qualitles and abilities ; but
thelr ways were not my wavs.

Everything you had to say about Huntington rings true. iis
colleagues certainly thought him a harmless potterer. It is not to our
credit, but the graduate students of that time found little signif-
icance in what he was doing. I have often thought of thls; and for
ny own part I have exdlained this (perhaps rationalized this) by



recalling his attitude towards his Doctrine of Proportional rfepre-
sentation. We felt ne was unreasonable wien he wrote :
(A) "No method can be regarded as satisfactory which is subject
“0 the Alabama paradox”.
(B) "Now it is a common misconception that in a good asvortionement
“he actual assignnent should not differ from the exact quota by
nore than one whole unit."

If you assume that a good asportionment exists, then if you
accept (A), (B) follows. But suppose a man says he doesn't accept
B)e funtington thinks such a man has no right to be heard.

At any rate, Huntington had no impact on our group, and ver-
1aps that was our fault. You say he set his sights too low. I can't
argue against that. He did have supreme falth in a somewhat trivial
outcome of his ideas : his system of proportional representation.
le defended this before thr hign and the low, and with perhaps unnec-
essary fervor. sere he had supreme faith. Did he have the same falth
In his really significant developments of Postulate Theory? Were
these to him of real importance in mathematics, as his Theory of
Representation was of importance to government? And when I have ralsed
this question, I must add that the man remains the enigma to me that
ne is to you. Perhaps a partial answer 1s that the whole set-up at
Harvard was inimical to his ldeas, and that he was not strong enough
to brush thls aside and stand on hls own ; but this is a partial
answer at moste

I think the outstanding feature of your book 1s not the father-
son clash, but the simple recognition of the fact that you are a Jew.
This you handle magnificently ; and this will live.

But I am going to confess, most of the time I sat back and
snjoyed life. We aren't so far apart. You were the prodigious prod-
igy ; it is falr to say I was a 1nlnor one. We shardd a lot of ex-
Jderiences, and once on a visit to friends in Foxboro, I got the same
leeches on my toes that you did. I had better eyes, and better mus-
cular coordination. You had, and have, more mental energy. We both
nave a lot of endurance : I once walked 55 miles in one day, but
“here was less of me to transport. You greatly excel in imagination,
in abllity to select, adapt, and put together. I am conventional
(and you have caught me perfectly on pe. 232). You develop new ideas,
work with the leaders. My niche is undergraduate teaching. And
30 your book was a serious challenge =~ and a lot of fun.

Sincerely



DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY

HANOVER, N. H.

BANCROFT H. BROWN
B. P. CHENEY PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

-parctment of Electrical Engineering

Dr, Nathan Rosen
Department of Physics
Tniversity of Horth Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Dear Dr, Rosent

I sn sorry I was so short of time when you
:alled at the office last Monday, I was about to take up
the matter of what we could do for Professor Ollendorf
after having received Dr, Wiener's letter to you of
{arch 2%. :

Be
¢ I feel that there are grounds for saying that

Professor Ollendorf!s presence with us would be helpful
oth to him and to us, I would like to explore the pos-
3ibility of bringing such a matter about,

One question that immediately raises its
ugly head is the item of finance, Would we need to, in
effect, hire Professor Ollendorf? If so, would you give
ne some indication of what in your judgment he would need,
and perhaps an indication of how long he should remain
vith us, I would need information of this kind before I
sould properly size up the situation,

I think it is better that I correspond only
with you on this matter until the situation is clearer
than it is now,

Sincerely yours,

aSBtEIM
sc} Prof, Wiener V

gordon S, Brown
Head, Department of
Electrical Engineering



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL &lt;s MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL

STANLEY COBB, M.D.
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Professor Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:
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" should like to g~* 1 touch wit Dr, Mané«lbrot

~~+tand is working with you. Could you pleas-

 touch with him (both by m2il 2nd *v ‘paone

Zaoq ting his first name today, but that was as

ould ge €

r YvANT



(TRAP IN

J

he “U

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
facsachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridese 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I think I express the sentiments of our entire Sigma Xi
hapter in conveying to you our sppreciation for your inspirational
Lecture of April 15th, befitting to the occasion of our initiation
seremonye. We have received many favorable comments from those
attending the lecture, and we were very happy that you could honor
1s with your presence.

If you will please submit tc me your expenses incurred
~m the trip I shall see that you are promptly reimbursed.

Sincerely yours,

4,

SBH:E
Zs» Bs Hitchner

wospr Pry ~ran Cormittee



Cable Address “Museology New York"

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

CENTRAL PARK WEST AT 79th STREET

NEW YORK 24, N.Y.

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

H. L. SHAPIRO, Ph.D., Chairman, Curator of Physical Anthropology
MARGARET MEAD, Ph.D., D.Sc., Associate Curator of Ethnology
BELLA WEITZINER, Associate Curator of Ethnology
IUNIUS B. BIRD, Associate Curator of Archaeology
-SORDON F. EKHOLM, Ph.D., Associate Curator of Archaeology
JAMES A. FORD, Ph.D., Assistant Curator of North American Archaeology
4ARRY TSCHOPIK, JR., Ph.D,, Assistant Curator of Ethnology

N. C. NELSON, M.L, Curator Emeritus of Prehistoric Archaeology
CLARENCE L, HAY, A.M,, Research Associate
ROBERT VON HEINE-GELDERN, Ph.D., Research Associate
RALPH LINTON, Ph.D., Research Associate
WILLIAM DUNCAN STRONG, Ph.D., Research Associate
FREDERICK H. OSBORN, Litt.D., LLD., Honorary Associate
ANTOINETTE K. GORDON, Associate

April 17,1953

Dear Norbert,

I enclese a copy of the review which I have done of your
book for the Virginia Quarterly. I always hesitate to review
an book by someone I know, and yet I have often taken great
pleasure from reviews of my own work written by appreciative
friends. Such a task is doubly difficult when the book is an

autobiography.

With warm regards to you and Margaret,

Yours.
Tra Ce TT ——y

Dr Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Instiute of Technology
cambridee 38

P,8 1 leave the end of May for six months field work in the
Admiralty Islands, a restudy of a village I studied
twenty-five years ago, when the present leaders were
small children.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

Professcr Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of
Sambridge, Massachusetts

Technology

iN REPLY REFER TO

ONR:420:EWMsalp
+7 April 1953

Dear Professor Wierer:

Thank you for the manuscript that you recently sent to
me. Your approach to quantum mechanics seems to be quite
new and interesting, I would like to receive any new
nanuscripts that you might write in the future on the
subiect, :

In response to your telephone call of last week, I have
sxamined the possibility of arranging some support fer
Dr, Seigel's work on this problem. If Dr. Seigel could
submit a formal proposal for his program through the
Pusiness Office of Boston University (I understand that
nis work in the future would be done at Boston University
rather then MIT), there is a good chance that we weuld
support it. The ONR Boston Branch Office can provide
im with instructions for the preperation of proposals.

Although all the CNR Physical Sciences and Mathematical
Sciences funds have been spent or committed for this
fiscal year, we expect to be able to mzke new contracts
again after 1 July.

Nith best personal recerds.

Sincerel-: ATIre,

Uf 1 Vr
ELLIOTT W, MONTRCLL
Director
Phvsical Sciences Division

Copy to: '
Dro Armond Seigel, MIT
Prof. Ja Re Zacharias, MIT

0 {]- 1
rt



MONCHEN 23 17 .,April 53
LEOPOLDSTR. 6/111

TEL. 36 04 832

Herrn ’rofessor Do Norbert Viiener

llassachusetts

Sehr geehrter Ilerr

Thr Buch "The Use of Iuman RBeinis" hat einen tiefea Tindruck

auf mich gemecht. Ts vercient m.E. weiteste Verureitung, ebensc
.ie ich dies dem bereits alten Ruch von Robinson "The Mind in

the Making" und einigen Schriften von North Whitehead wiinsche.

Das bezieht sich auf Ihre Br-merkungsen dariiber, wie die Welt z.Zt

re iert wird und welche kligliclie Rolle die Wissenschaft im

Bewusstsein der grossen llasse spielt. Ueber letzteres sagt

auch Ortega y Gasset kréftige Worte.

Dariiber hinaus enthilt Ihr Buch eine Fille von Anregungen zur

Kritik von Zeiterscheinungen, die bei mir eine obesondere Reso-

nanz auslosen. Was Sie z.B. {liber den Marktwert von Kunstwerxken

sagen, scheint mir mit meinen Anschauungen verwandt zu sein.

In einem kleinen Vortragz, den ich im Decemcer in dem Miinchener

Drutsch-Amerik.Club hielt, und von dem ich einen Abdruck beifiige

finden Sie auf 8. 7 einige Bemerkungen, die dies bestdtigen.

Nur um Ihnen zu zeigen, dass Sie nicht ganz vergeblich in die

Welt hi%usrufen, sondern such an unerwarteten Stellen auf Ver-

sténdnis unc Svmpathi- stossen. abe ich mir die Freiheit ge-

nommen, mi~" xt diesen o _leon an Sie zu wenden uw 7 begriisse Sie

Cea ee tn ag
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BERNARD G. RICHARDS

103 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

"rofessor norper. .iener
~assacnusetts Institute cf
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Fert: . the bock of sclernce for ¢ wit
Ll ustroticne ¢* stars and plane: which

you are seeking tc locate is the "wonderland of
sclence” by Arabella E. Buckley, presumacly an
Liglish writer. I recall that my own cuilldren
nad the Look and read and reread it until it was
tern to tatters. But since none cf them because
sclentists, pe.haps my surmise 1. er-cneous ,
after all.

As a former fric J _-

rrofessor Leoy ..e ¢
newspapermarn, . ci |

interest, and , scil
Le say about i. lal

7 ore. father, the late
© old-time Boston
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aeve something more
.O Or enothier.
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L used te meet your fat... to Office of Loe
o0ston zZvenling Transcript, foo wiich oo &amp;L¢ consi-
ieravle writing, at a vegetal ian restaurant
sorewhere near School Street, and on two or three
occaslons I visited your home in Camoridie, once
for dinner-wuen I sat next to a very bri ht and
Jey shy LOY whiom you may recognize.

[ am enjoyin Cc...
ful for the | _cosu.

cherished olu mes.
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In the World of BOOKS

Dusting off the Bookshelf
VIII — Keidansky, by Bernard G. Richards

A Reappraisal by Louis Lipsky

My attention was recently caught
by a copy of Bernard G. Richards’
Discourses of Keidansky. 1 have not
seen it for many years, but have re-
tained a general impression of its
contents. I still remember Keidan-
sky, however, for that sparkling char-
acter was renewed and reincarnated

in the personality of my friend Rich-
ards, whom I have known and
worked with over all the intervening
years. (I first met Richards in 1901
at a Zionist convention in Boston,
which he was reporting for the Bos-
ton Post, when he was being trailed
by a tall youngster in short pants
now known as Dr. Horace M. Kal-

len.)
The book was published in 1903.

Many of its chapters first appeared
in the Boston Evening Transcript,
then the leading daily newspaper in
New England. How Richards got
‘nto the staid Transcript is an en-
grossing story of the ambition and
aptitude and zeal of a young man
who came out of a Yiddish milieu

and learned how to write English in
a few years with remarkable freedom
and skill. This young man from Kei-
dan was able to turn the tables on
those who were then engaged in tell-
ing the Jews of the East Side how to
ive the American way. Richards
was one of the first of that genera-
tion to rid himself of the Yiddish
idiom and to tell the so-called Amer-
icans in good English about the Jew-
ish way of life; and to remind them
of their recent origins.

His book was acclaimed by the
literary critics of the day. Stories
were written about Richards himself
—where he came from, his struggle
with poverty. He was a literary sen-
sation. He was admired and praised
and encouraged by a number of the
leading American writers. Julian
Hawthorne predicted that he would
do important and useful work in the
iterary field. Mitchell Kennerley, a
young publisher, started The Reader
magazine, of which Sinclair Lewis
was an associate editor, and invited
Richards to become one of its con-
'ributors.

The Discourses of Keidansky has
yone the way of many good books.
't is out of print. It is a relic of the
story of the times. Its ideas are
wut of circulation. I read the book
gain the other day and found—to
ny surprise and satisfaction—that it
etains the living tang, the surprise
nd the pleasure, that come from
1eeting an old friend who still has
1e old spirit, the old fascination and
ne tempo of youth. He talked of
aings that are no longer in the liv-
ng world. (But are not many of our
houghts about things and persons
vho have passed but still live in
nemory?)

Wo 3%

In Keidansky, Richards created a
character” who followed the man-
ier of Peter Dunne’s “Mr. Dooley,”
‘ut Keidansky had his own line of
alk and talked from his own change-
ble platform. The charm of the
haracter was not in its seriousness
r timeliness. It was not supposed to
e logical or erudite. Good humor
nd satire identified the sprudling of
Ceidansky’s thoughts. That consti-
ated his charm.

There were the cafes, the Yiddish
heatres, and the Yiddish newspapers
nd their writers. There were the
haracters who lived in the Ghetto,
ed on ideas generated elsewhere,
rying futilely to create their own
vorld. Keidansky was talking of Pi-
iero’s The Second Mrs. Tanqueray;
f Ibsen’s A Doll’s House; of Tol-
toi’s Art; of Abraham Cahan; of
anowsky the anarchist; of Jacob
rordin the Yiddish dramatist. He
vas performing acrobatics with
nemes. like “The Feminine Traits of
ven,” “The Goodness of a Bad
Vian,” “The Tragedy of Humor,”
“The Immortality of Principle.” He
vas sensitive to contradictions and
llergic to logic. He was practicing
ne art of paradox, which was done
o death by the brilliance of Israel
‘angwill and the cynicism of Oscar
Vilde. Keidansky was sitting on the
ence with regard to Zionism, but if
ny Bundist or Comrade or Yahudi
alked against Zionism, Keidansky

jot off the fence at once and let
hem have it good and plenty. (How
nnocent all the talk about Zionism
vas in 1903! How far off it sounds!)

The Yiddish theatre is now dead.
sordin left no heir and Jacob P.
\dler no successor. The descendants
f the old Yiddish actors have left
he East Side and may be found in
he movies or on Broadway. Maurice
ichwartz has a wandering theatre,
lepending upon adaptations, spec-
acles and plays made to fit his own
dstrionic limitations. The old Ghetto
1as made room for the clearance of
he slums; it has gone up in dust.
ast Broadway and Grand Street are
10 longer recognizable as Jewish
treets, nor is the Boston ghetto what
* was then. The old cafes have lost
heir identity. The kibitzers are not
he same kind of people; and who
vould want to go to a cafe even if
here were kibitzers, with radio and
elevision in the home, and the
novies just around the corner?
scattered on Broadway you will
till find some of the old waiters of
‘chmuckler’s, Zeitlin’s and Gertner’s,
vho have faint, inaccurate memories
f the old cafe life. They tell the
veirdest stories of the people who
ised to frequent the smoky, stuffy
:ating places.

The Cafe Royale is said to be
1 lineal descendant of Keidansky’s
:afes, but that is a gross calumny,
or the Cafe Royale, for all practical
wurposes, is no longer a place where
rou sit and talk with interesting peo-
le. Its denizens are not interesting
nd do not talk. It is like a lobby
hrough which many curious people
ass. Cafe Royale is where the yo-
els go thinking they are looking at
he glamor of a world which is no
onger there.

Where are the Yahudim of yester-
‘ear on whose backs Keidansky made
is jests? Their places have been
aken by Galicians and Litvaks who
rive a poor imitation of the real ar-
icle. These pseudo-German Jews ap-
sear on the letterheads of the chari-
ies; they wear top hats at funerals;
ut they still have to learn the man-
ers of the genuine Yahudim.

Keidansky stopped talking because
ie had lost his audience and had
iothing more to talk about. The
cenery and the actors changed. In
act, the Ghetto graduated; its peo-
sle scattered in all directions; they
ire to be found in Brooklyn. the
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Bronx, Queens, Westchester. Their
children are on the American stage,
n the American writers’ guild, among
‘he columnists and the commenta-
ors, the scenario writers and the
writers of the latest novels. They
are to be found on the faculties of

colleges and universities, among the
actors and the singers and the com-
sdians on Broadway. If they have
cafes at all they may be found at
Lindy’s or the night clubs. What has
happened to them has happened to
the cafe of Vienna and Warsaw and
Berlin. Life has moved away from
the old places. And the old places
nave disappeared.

ok *

Destiny forced Richards to aban-
Jon Keidansky and turn to Jewish
public life. His puppet could not be
relied upon for a stable living. For a
ime he was the editor of the New
Fra magazine; then with Jacob de
Haas he got out The Chronicler, a
veekly publication which struggled
and died in its infancy. His connec-
ion with public affairs started with
the Kehillah. He was its executive
secretary, with Dr. Judah L. Magnes
as its chairman. For a number of

years he fought for the movement
and with Dr. Magnes on account of
t. Dr. Magnes had taken up the
Kehillah idea after his official devo-
ion to Zionism had cooled off. He
was the first banner-bearerofdemo-
cratic revolt against the founders of
the American Jewish Committee.
Then he deserted the flag and was
regarded as a “lost leader.” Theo-
retically a democrat, in practice he
had no confidence in what was called
‘the masses,” and gradually became
‘he representative in the Kehillah of
‘he philanthropists and was smoth-
red there in their warm embrace.
This put Richards and all supporters
of the democratic idea out on a limb.
The treasury was taken away from
the “masses.” But Jewish politics at
that time were not as brutal as they
secame later, and Richards settled
his affairs with the Kehillah in ami-
able fashion and moved into the
American Jewish Congress agitation,
which was also a revolt against the
philanthropists. There he remained
for many years, going to Versailles
with the Jewish delegation, holding
on to the “rump” Congress with
amazing tenacity until the advent of
Hitler. He left the Congress to Ste-
phen Wise and Bernard Deutsch.
When he retired from the Congress
re was involved in the fortunes of
‘he Democratic party and had an of-
ce in Washington where he labored

CONGRESS WEEKLY

or the leadership of Franklin D.
loosevelt for many years. He was
he Jewish specialist in Democratic
ircles and served as adviser on for-
ign groups. In recent years he built
ip the Jewish Information Bureau
vhich is the office from which he
onducts his varied affairs.

» * *

From this sketch it is apparent
rat Richards lost contact with Kei-
lansky because he was absorbed in
ther interests and never looked back
o locate and find him. He wrote
irticles on Jewish themes; he con-
ributed to magazines and helped
ompile several Jewish books and
vrote a short history of Zionism in
he United States; and having a
etentive memory became an expert
n matters historical in American

ewry. Keidansky receded into the
istance and became dimmer and
immer with the years. Richards did
ot write the promised novel, had
‘0 time to give to the writing of
ssays, in which he was a master. He
ecame, to all appearances, a staid
urgher of the new day wondering
vhere in blazes he and the postwar
vorld were drifting to!

But if you get Richards aside these
‘ays—not in an East Side cafe, but
omewhere further uptown—and you
et to talking with him off the record,
ou see in his twinkling eyes the
olatile Keidansky looking out at
ou. There Keidansky looks for para-
lox and makes startling references
o causes and personalities; there he
tll is capable of hearty laughter
touched with cynicism, why not?).
here with the eyes and spirit of

'ichards, Keidansky reveals himself.
[e still finds fault and praises the
sung creative talents with cautious
udgment, and so far as you are con-
erned, you will agree that in his
rersonality Keidansky is as young
ind as alive as he ever was.

You wish that Keidansky were
gain delivering himself of his Dis-
‘ourses, with their oblique but pene-
rating view of the world’s kaleido-
cope and their keen reflections upon
ren and events. While the haunts
nd scenes of the youthful Keidan-
ky are no more, his texts are still as
alid as they ever were, and a con-
used generation in a distracted
vorld might still read them with
s]Jeasure and profit.

[udaism Through History
\S A MIGHTY STREAM, the progress

of Judaism through history. By Julian
Morgenstern. The Jewish Publication
Society of America. 442 pp.

Reviewed by Josunua BLocH

fone not without resistance from
hose who, advocating isolationism,
yassionately insisted upon maintain-
ng intact old institutions, practices
ind traditions with considerable suc-
‘ess and with résults not altogether
lisappointing. With each contact
udaism adjusted itself to its new
nvironment and under new condi-
ons enlarged its content and en-
iched its spirit.

Again and again Dr. Morgenstern
efers to the role which the prophets
-ave played in early and later life
f the Jews and how far-reaching is
he influence of their teachings even
lown to our own day. Pre-exilic and
ost-exilic' Judaism drew upon the
sord and work of the prophets for
he setting up of that ethical and
ocial order with the maintenance of
vhich both Judaism and Christianity
re so vitally concerned. Dr. Mor-
enstern is able to show that many
spects of contemporary Jewish
ninking .and experience go back to
n early day. Already the exiles in
tabylonia conceived their destiny as
hat of being perpetuators of the
swish people and its traditions. They
1erefore devised ways and means for
hemselves and their descendants,
ven to our own day, to preserve
heir Jewish identity in the midst of

it was a happy thought which
rompted the Board of Governors of
he Hebrew Union College to urge
)r. Julian Morgenstern, that upon
is retirement from the presidency
f the oldest of Jewish institutions of
igher learning in this country, he
ompile for publication a volume
f his addresses and papers. As a
ssult the public is now presented
vith As A Mighty Stream, a collec-
ion of fourteen well selected papers,
vhich Dr. Morgenstern had written
t different times during the years
913-1947.

[n these their distinguished author
ndeavors to show that Israel’s his-
ory actually offers a consistent rec-
rd of continuous contact with the
ivilizations of various nations and
yeoples whose cultures affected Jew-
sh thinking and living to such an
xtent as to discard, quite often, the
ld indigenous way of life and
aought in preference to those of
he nations with which the Jews had,
t one time or another, a measure of
ontact. Almost invariably this was
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April 17, 1953

Professor N. Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Mathematics Department
3uilding 2
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I had to leave M.I.T, for Europe and I could not say
good-bye to you since I did not find you in your office last
Tuesday. I did enjoy your lectures and I think they will be
a great help in my future work, I thank you very much.

Sincere]vwvours

FLS:en Stumpers
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fOUNT ROYAL AND GUILFORD AVENTF="

BALTIMORE 2, MARYI ~i-

CABLE ADDRESS: WILCO BALTIMORE

Apw=tl 17 105°

Nrs. George Baldwin,
Secretary in Prof, Wiener,
Massachuse“r + Inst. of Technology
cambridge Maes,

Dear Mrs TRoaldwine

Our permission i~ given for Dr.

Wiener to ren

which appeared

ry, “na distribution his three article

™iilosophy of Science, as indicated in

your reauest ¢” the "6t-

We shall rf course appreciate

ni or i;

3’

2E

ne credlt © » himsel®and Dr. Rosenblueth(as well

Bigelow on the one artic?‘ as authors, and to

nublisher ¢ ' PHII.OSAP'T™ ~1 SCIENCE.L

Since~" CTrours

NA =a
oo
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7. tional Society for the Study of { iminion tion
Committee on General Methodologies

Seth Fessenden, Chairman
University of Denver

Denver. Colorado

Abril 20, 1053

Dr. Norbert Wiener
llassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, llassachusetts

Deer Dr. Vilzner

Efforts are bging mede to assure the best possible
orograms for the N3SSC convention waich will be held con-
currently with thet of the Speech Association of America

in Hew York this CORE. 2OLOUDOLA, One of the most impor-tant secticiaA¥ WILT De looking Toward a Theory of Communication.
Dr. llurray has been asked to sponsor the progream; I have been
ssked to arrange and chair it.

In order to make avallable to the convention the thinking
wilch we consider to be the most challenging, we are asking
you end three other outstending contributors towarda.theory
of communicationtospeak.TheothersareDr.J.L.lloreno,
Dr. Allen Walker Read, and lM. Kendig. You undoubtedly know
sach of these people and recognize the areas of thoucht and
emphasis that they represent.

The format of the program will be srranged to fit into
not more than a two hour session. The present plan is to
ask each spesker for a fifteen minute formal presentaticn
and then to utilize the balance of the time as a group in
informal discussion around toplcs and questions raised by
the members of our audience.

Dr. iurrsy and I hope very rmuch that you will be able
to accept this invitation. Without your contribution an
ei’fort to kook Toward a Theory of Communication would be
incomnhliete.

3
W) 1;~aanel

rad

yours,

oo «

Fessenden
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
HOSPITAL

ToPEKA, KANSAS

april 20, 1953

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

'N REPLY REFER TO: 515/-10CEW

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of
Psychology

Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

You may remember a small discussion on a subject of "Psychic Energy"
with me when you visited Topeka recently. I am the ophthalmologist
who sat in on your session with the psychologists, Inasmuch as I came
to Topeka to become a psychiatrist, I am very much interested in the
subject of our discussion and have done considerable reading on it
since you were here, In particular, I have acquainted myself with
laude Shannon's "Mathematical Theory of Communication." It immediately
occurred to me that the question of psychic energy was really a ques-
tion of amounts of information being transmitted by the nervous system,
Then I got hold of the 1949 Macy Conference on Cybernetics, I was partiec-
ularly fascinated by Dr. Heinz von Foerster'!s "Quantum Mechanies Theory
of Nemory.," I noticed that you, for some reason, had awfully little to
say in the discussion. It looked to me as if Foerster had introduced
the subject of "energy" into psychic processes on something like a ten-
able basis although there are admittedly difficulties with this theory,
gs pointed out by Kubie and others.

Could I have the temerity to ask you whether this concept of Foerster!'s
alters your view that psychic processes cannot be rendered in terms of
snergy but only in terms of transmission of information which, as you
30 aptly pointed out to Abramson, is a dimensionless quantity?

le certainly enjoyed your visit to Topeka and I sincerely hope we can
set you back here for another visit someday.

Sincer~ly voursa

Qe A

Paul Guggenheim, M.D,
Chief, E.E.N.T., Section

No’ So aed)

An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether
CC. XC KEK. N.V. or H. If such file number is unknown. service or serial number should be given.
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EMILIO ROSENBLURTH

fdificio Condesa R=4
México 11, D.F.
20 April 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
fiassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39. Mass.

Tstimado Dr. Wiener

“n mi poder su muy atenta del 25 de marzo. Le estoy muy agradecido
sor sus indicaciones relativas al problema del paseo del borracho.
A la primera oportunidad lo consultaré en el Cramér y en el nuevo
libro de Doob.

Debe usted sentirse orgulloso de haber escrito una carta en un es-
pafiol tan correcto y sin ningiin acento extranjero. | Mis mis since-
ras felicitaciones!

Las noticias que me da usted me han causado mucho gusto. Le agra-
Jeceria felicitara a Barbara por los dos maravillosos nietecitos y
a Peggy por su carrera, en la que, estoy seguro, se esta distinquien-
io brillantemente.

uy en especial me permito felicitarlo por su autobiografia. Todas
las criticas que he leido al respecto la alaban efusivamente y pare-
ce un libro extraordinariamente interesante y magistralmente escrito.
ie he propuesto leerlo en un futuro muy prbximo.

.e he pasado sus saludos a toda la familia; en especial a Arturo y
/irginia., Dice Arturo que ya le escribio él a usted acerca del ma-
nuscrito.

Saludos afectuosos a la Sra. Wiener, a Barbara y a Peggy de parte de
ni mama vy mia; y, nuevamente, muchisimas gracias.

Atentamente,
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war Sond
James Sum»inda» Singh Surl
lorn at Raipure, Central Provinces, India, on July 8, 1921. Married to Barbera Ann

Breslauer, 1952.
Baie, University of Punjab, India, 1940, with Literature, Economics, Biology,
‘ede, University of Lucknow, India, 1942, in Literature, (M.A, dissertation on:

"The Poetry of Robert Bridges.").
diploma in Psychology, University of Lucknow, India, 1942, (Educational and Expcrie

mental, General and Abnormal Psychology. )
’ostgraduate student in Economics, and Literature, U, of Lucknow, 1942-/4.

Completion of Ph,D, in Literature was frustrated by wartime conditions.
leseorch assistant, Institute of Generzl Semantics, Lakeville, Conne, 1€47=47
Rescarch Assistant, School of Speech, Northwestern University, Spring 1-
Jember, International Seminar, American Friends Scrvice Cormittee, at Northfield,

fiinnecsota, Summer, 1948.
araduate Lssistant, Department of Philosophy, Northwestern University, 1949-1952,
lesident-in--Research, Northwestern Uaiversity, 1952-53, while holding a University

Fellowshipe
*h.D. dissertation on "The Philosopty of Mind of G. H, ical "

Ixtra~curricular activities:
iditor, Shalinar (College lagazine), and President, Literary Society, 1939-1940
iditor, NewLife Magazine, 1941-1943; Secretary, Writcrs' Association, 1941-42;

President, International Association, 1943-44.
"resident, Northwestern University Philosovhy Club, 1952-53.

‘rofessional experience:
sub-editor, Far Eastern Bureau, }inistry of Information, Calcutta, India, 1944-45
jopy-executive for Indian languages, J. Walter Thompson Advertising Agency,

Calcutta, India, 1946-7.
regs correspondent, U.N, Headguorters, New York, 1948-49.
instructor in Liberal Arts, american Television Institute, Chicago, 1949-52
[nstructor in Scmantics, &amp;dul® Education School, Lawson Y.M.C.4., 1949-53,

iscellancous
reneral helper, and indexer for last two volumes, Library of Living Philosophers,

(Albert Einstein, Philogopher-Scientist and the Philosophy of Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, Paul &amp;, ijchilpp, Editor).

‘rec lance writer on Forcign Affaire for Indian newspapers,
.ecturcr on United Nations, and Asian affeirs, for the Chicago Council on Foreign

Relations,

selected publications:
"Towards on ige of Science" in Mysindia, Bangalore, India, 1946-47 (serially)
"Beyond Politics," in Indepcrdent India, Bombay, India, 1947.
"Behind the Hindu-iioslenm Conflict in India", in New Leader, New York, 1948.
Art for Today", (Review), in Etc., Chicago, Illinois, 1950.
'Seience, Values, and “encral Semantics", in Humenist, Yellow Springs, Ohio, 1951.
Philosophy of Freedom," Funanist Wey, Calcutta, India, 1952.
'Einstein: Philosopher Sciantist®, (Review) in Etc., Chicago, Illinois (1953).
'Culture and Experience", (Story) in liysindia, India (forthcoming)
'Recson, Emotion, and Ethics", (forthcoaing).
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(HE THECRY OF COMMUNICATION CF
GEORGE IERBIERT MEAD

G.il, BEAD:
Bom: 155; disd, 1931,
Professor of Philescphyat the University of Chicago
‘riter on social phllescorhy and social psyehinlosr

OUTLINE OF BASIC IDEAS:
L. A fundamentel point of Kead's theory of communication appears
te his presupposition that communication is a part of ths soecinl
orocess, That iz, communication tzkes place when a green of
individuals is trying to accomplish something Jointly, A social
process implica that, among &amp; given group of individuals, the
satisfaction of a given nesd (or act) of one depsads upon th
actions of other individuals,

te-

If there is no group of psople Lrying to do scuwsthing jointly,
in that case anv problem of communication does not arise: there would
se no peint to oF communication, nor any criterion by which *
judge its success or failurs,

Communication can be considersd successful
orootes the geal oo the Joint activity in vhich
it is unsuecerssiul to the degree that it hinders
the common geal,

rRoL®

The ability of individuals to communicate with each other is
bicd up, in Head's theory, with their capacity of rols-taling., RKhat
is meant by'role-taking® ray be explained as follows:

An individual "A" tokes ths role of another individual #59
Lf "AY can anticipate or predict whatWbB® will do in response to a
civen act or gesture of "A", That is, if YAY were to make theo
zosture of raising a clenched fist, and if he wers to anticipate
what YB" would do in response, then "A" may be sald to tale the role
cf "BY, In that case we might spy that, since "AY is slrsady aweore
of*Bia" prospective respense when he raises the clenched fist, "AM
takes "Bis" prospective response into account in making the gesuura,
fhe gesture itself in such a case is called the SIGNIFICANT SYLBOL.

A SIGNIFICANT ov

Language consists of gignfficant symbols, Lost significant
symbols are voeal, or sub-vocal, gestures, and not physic] gestures,
A good wahicle for a significant symbol is one which affcets the
person who makes it in the same audibles visual or Scie other sensible
manner as it affects other perscins.
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Thinking here means the ability to visualize or izogine onoub
sorsen's recoranser to onels own gestures and, of course, cue's oo
responses © ~ other person's responses, end so on endlessly
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This process of thinking resembles the thinking-out of moves in a
hess game, where moves and counter-moves are worked out by the
player in his "mind" before actually making the mov-

In the process of thinking the "other person" usually is not
any given individual, but what Mead calls a "generalized other,"
that is to say, an abstract mehtal sparring partner. The "general-
ized other" is often supposed to stand for a community, or soc: ty.
or organization, or even a physical state of affairs, which i:
relevant to the particular activity of the individual. with which
his thinking is concerned, It is possible todevelop a generalized
sther because the society, or group, or state of affairs, pesrerere
a structure, which the individual abstracts.

5, Writes Mead: "Language [which consists of significant symbols]
implies organized responses [on the part of the individuals participa:
ing in the social process]; and the value, the implication of thess
responses, is to be found in the community [of persons] from which
this organization of responses is taken over into the nature of the
individual himself, The significant symbol is nothing but that part
of the act which serves as a gesture to call out the other part of
the process, the response of the other, in the experience of the form
that makes the gesture, The use of symbols is then of the highest
importance, even when carried to the point attained in mathematics,
where one can take the spmbols and simply combine them in accordance
with the rules of the mathematical community to which they belong
without knowing what the symbcls mean. In fact, in such fields one
has to abstract from the meaning of the symbols; there is here a
process of carrying on the rational process of reasoning without
&lt;nowing what the meaning is, Ve are dealing with xX and y, and how
these can be combined with each other; we do not know in advance to
what they apply. Although symbecls under certain conditions can be
handled in such a fashion, we do, after all, bring them to earth and
apply them. The symbols as such are simply ways of calling out
responses. They are not bare words, but words that do answer to
sertain responses; and when we colibine a certain set of symbols
we inevitably combine a certain set of responses." (Lead, G.H.
Mind, Self, and Scciety, pp. 268f.)

7. There are two types of control that guide communication.
One is the goal of the activities of the group. Communication in
that case is guided and direéted by the necessity of reaching the
goal. The other is provided by the nature of the activity of the
group itself: here the guiding necessity is that of keepines he
activity itself going.

3. When the problems arise within the process of communication
then, writes lead, "the necessity of establishing agreesent between
the symbols mutually used , and that which they symbolize and the
results of the conduct they imply, calls for a one to one corresponc-
ence between the symbols and those things and cheracters symbolized
in the experiences of the different individuals,,...
Such a determination of mutual agreement in cooperative conduct is,.
essential not only to this conduct but to what is called "thinking"



in the individual..." (kead,G,H. The Philgsonhyofthefct..p51,

SUMMARY:“

"The principle which 1 have suggested as basic to human sccial
organization is that of communication involving particination in the
other.,.This participation is made possible throucna the {wpe o-
compunication which the human animal is able to carry out--a type of
communication distinguished fram that which takes place among other
forms which have not this principle in their socieites.,.

“[ The human type of communication involves] the person who
uses his gesture and so communicates assumes the attitude c¢° th~
other individual as well as calling it out in the other. F- hiuselfl
is in the role of the other person who he is so exciting and influenc
ing. It is through tasking this role of the other that he is able to
come back on himself and so direct his own process of communication,
This taking the role of the other, an expression 1 have so often
sed, is not simply of passing importance. It is not something that
just happens as an incidental result of the gesture, but it is of
importance in the development of cooperative activity. The immediate
effect of such role-taking lies in the control which the individual
is able to exercise over his own response, The control of the action
of the individual in a cooperative preccess can take place in the
conduct of the individual himself if he can take the role of the
other. It is this control of the response of the individual himsrlf
through takeing the role of the other that leads to the value of
this type of communication from the point of view of the organization
of the conduct in the group. It carries the process of cooperative
activity farther then it can be carried in the herd as such, or in
the insect society." ( Mead, G.H, kind, Self, and Society, pp. 253£f,)

me&lt; 2a

~==aphy:

tind, Self, and Society, (See Index for Communication,
The Philosophyof theAct.’ “—~»nl. Lenpuace,mind,)
"The Social Self", Journaiof Philose~hr I "013),374-50
"A Behavioristic Account of tir Sie! “env* Symbel,

Journal of Philosophy, Xin (’ TOA
"The Genesis of Self and Social (-- ~ternationsl

Journal of T¢hies, X¥YV (-77 oT
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Mr, W,P, Champlein
Research Personnel Officer
Johns Hopkins University
Doerations Research Office
3410 Connecticut Avenue
chevy Chsge, Maryland

Dear Mr, Chammlgin:

[ have in hand your letter of Apri. 13 about Mr, Georges
Dube. Mr. Dube is a sincere, personable youn: scholer, but
not absolutely off the top shelf. If he 1s taken onto a
job with this kuowledge, Le wlll probebly dc himself more
than credit, but I think it 1s late enough 1n hls career
fol me to be sble to say that the highest flights in
anethematics are not for hia.

is to his character and loyalty to the United States, I have
only the best knowledge of both, I know thet as a soldler
in Japan he did some acts of kindness to Japanese mathematlelans
vhich tended to =ive our country a good neme among the
Toarnane +n»
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sytenelon ie 2530, Tre M,I.7T. number is KIrkland

AGress:

Lal

falaX=

I? 3 Jdecr ours,

Mya¢
Ta -y
a”

. Geor

“4 “prs

Faldwin
~~ Wiener



1953

“1ss Mary E, Corning
Journal of the Optical Society of America
Nztlonal Bureer of Standards
vashington 25 I,

Ye
-

+ + [Ta

There are times when I feel like a very remote ancestor of
shat Cybernetics hss become at present, for the subject
nes ramified so much, The application of Cybernetics to
any instrument, 2nd to the spectroscope in particular, 1s
legitimate and the peper you have sent me bears internal
avidente of cometence,

[In view of my unosrdonsble deley in getting to read it, 1t
yould be very unciss for me to try to verify it in detall,
but 1t is the sort of work which is beinz done and must be
lone, not only for the spectroscope but for all other
sontinuously registering instruments, ontlcsl and non-
optical. I therefore strongly recommend that you publlsh
Lt and make 1t = precedent for other =rticles of the same
aort.

Sincerely yours

Norbert “iener

‘Snectroecopy from the Poiht of View of the Communication
Theory. Parts II anda III.M
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Dr. Geor-
Directo
Jdinter
Ton~

[IE

Desr Lr

[ shall enclose = copy of the note I h:sve received from
Dr. Farnsworth, / think his suggestion shout the Harvard
“oclal Relations Department looks good. 1 will be glad
to pass alons to Harverd the informatie about yourself
dhlch von sent me, but I shall walt t+» en until I zet
5 0! + nal from you,
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Mr, Jason Lpstein
Editor, Anchor Books
Doubleday =nd Compeny, Inc.
575 Madlson Avenue
New York ~° new York

Jeary Mr Fxyatein:

Natu
rep:
3a’

feel very complimented bv your desire to
Humen Use of Humzn Beings in your Anchor

18 to changes in the text, I am of open mind as far
ag anytiing thet may improve the value of the book as
such. But I want 1% dlstinctly understood that [ have
lready refused and shall refuse agaln to meske any
shanges which ere prompted primarily by a cGeelre for
zreater conformity or feer of the consequences of my
opinions, The book ie an honest expression of what I
think, and while I will not pedantically stlck to the
text where I can imorove it, I would infinitely rather
never sell another copy than succumb to the motive of
saying what I do not belleve in order to meke 1t more
sellable, If this is distinctly understood, I shell be
very glad to discuss the matter with you or with your
represents®i

loughton=". “lin hes not enlightened me as to the terms
vou nropost tn mske with them, “hile Houchton-"1fflin
has the full .ight to carry on negotiations, I elsomam
an interested party and should like to be kept informed,
not only of the literary measures involved, but of the
size of your pronosed edition end the sum of money you
intend to nav for *°

Yi ncerelv yours,

Norbert 'iener
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fr, Albert R. Getchell
hdéison ¢ Getchell and Son
74 Indis Stre-*
pater

De sy al —- rg -

or

I am not quite sure thet the book you sent me, Young
Folks' Science in Story, is the book at which I looked
shen I was a child of three or four. But I am culte
sure that if it is aot, many of the illustrations are
shared between the two books, and it 1s culte poselble
that the two booke are the sane, I remember particularly
the picture of the balloon ascension, My lmpresslon,
For what it 1s worth, ls that the book I had was a shorter
one, perhaps even an zbstract of the lonzer book

Thank you very much for thinking of me in this matter,
ond I shall return the book soon, after I have hs
another chance to look at 1t. It is pert of the pu
sures of being sn suthor to make contact with ne
Préends throuch one's books

Na»
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Mr. Thomas
University
45 West
New Yr

H. Greene
© {dence

Street
Ne-- York

Hot 1

Dear

It is alwsys delightful to hesr from people who knew
my father and r= in old times, 2nd I thank vou very
maciy for rrr 7 Etim.

a8 to vwour boy, I shell be glad to have him in the
office and talk with blm, but eince I do nc* “inow him
or h: ability, I csn mak® no promie: . can be of
oo tno him. However. th Jor» nmen.
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{ am complimented by your invitation tu participate
in Mr, Murrow's radio series, I shal enci -
iraft of what I should like to say.
‘ree to make what suggestions you fo
in perticulzr those which relate to ¢
rontracting certzin sections of the met:

4

fc cessary.
ne on

. ehell look forwerd +
“hank. and best wi:

“am Pwam +th

ner yp

Tnrph- cner
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Mr, Allan
Simon an
320 Fif-
New Yo

HorTls
Ishuster. Ine,

nue

York

Dear -

[ am reo

castin
I sh.
58 BC

vy to give Dr, Crothers of the Columbla Broad-
vetem a broadcast for "You and the World," and
lcome a cell from him at any tlie--preferably
~ne-s5iLlF.

~~

LE"

For your information, I am enclosing the text of a pro-
noged broadcast which I am sending at {tne totes of
"This I Believe," Idward R. Murrow's shir.
gee any rescon why the ong broadcast shou
other.

the

[ continue to et excellent fan mall on m: book, and what
new review any» z2re ~11 to the good But I em fully
recor. rv’ vit - beget s..ler, If ther any
ai cr he boc sv rlekine we oo

Yeanwhi
Fine wh."

. best wish-s to you, your
“=~ snd Schugter crowd.

“-- = dm ~ ry 1d

Af neer

arbert “lener
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UCI

A FREE NON-SECTARIAN, TUBERCULOSIS MEDICAL CENTER

TREATMENT... RESEARCH... EDUCATION... REHABILITATION

3800-4100 East CoLFAX AVE.
DENVER 6. COLORADO

PHILIP HouTZ, Executive Director
Louis E. SIDMAN, Asst. Director

April Twenty-second
1953

Our 54th Year

Vir, Norbert Wiener
:/o Simon &amp; Schuster
L230 Sixth Avenue
Rockefeller Center
Yew York 20. New York

Dear author of "EX-PRODIGY™:

This letter is written in the interest of the patients
Jhose lives are entrusted to us for medical and surgical care.

As you may already know, this is a free, nonsectarian,
entirely charitable institution for the treatment of the tuber-
sulous. Many are obliged to remain here over a period of years.
For this reason one important part of the care becomes that of
keeping the mind content and it is our experience that nothing
sontributes more to self-forgetfulness and relaxation than the
reading of a good book, One of the nice things about being
the director of this institution is that of seeing the thrill
that comes to a patient, long a shut-in, when he realizes that
within his grasp is the opportunity to read the book for which
ae and his commanions have long hoved.

A copy of your excellent book circulated among our
satients would indeed occasion much joy and meet with the
jeepest gratitude of both patients and the hospital staff.
Since our budget is limited I hope that we may be privileged to
receive from vou an autographed copy, gratis.

I fully realize, however, that you perhaps receive many
similar requests and to comply with all of them could become quite
a financial burden, With this in mind may I add that we hope for
this book only in the event that you feel you are in position to
send it. 7

(fee yous, OPENED 1899

foi¢ 1}
Philip Houtz J
Executive Director /

S11/
[are H2775%;

"ANE MAY ENTER WHO CAN PAV NONE CAN PAY WHO ENTE?“
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A Service of Radio Corporation of Amerlceo

h  ~~ any

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
poston, Mas- ~husetts—

Dear Professor Wiener:

Just a note of appreciation to you
for your recent appearance on "TODAY" and for
a most interesting and entertaining interview
on the extraordinary happenings in the life of
an ex-child prodigy.

I am sure I don't have to tell you
10W pleased we were by your unexpected visit
to the "TODAY" set last week and hope it was
the first of many nore.

W**+*"y best wishes,

Sincerely,

NN
Richard A. R-- ?irfkham

Executive Prcdur
Wm ye ott

RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 20, N.Y.





April 20 1953

Mr. John T, Diebold
32 Columbia Terrace
‘eehawken, New Jersey

Near Mr. Dieh 7

[I find that
Jity Coll
there by ..
Department
Snokewvy:

did agree to the publication of my
lecture after all, Ilwas snonsored
lumnl “Association of the Chemir*—y

¢nd the lecture was published in tne
Chemirzl Journal.

['m sorry that you won't be
and that my agreement about
31inned ny ind 2% the time

able to use the lecture,
itspunublication h..’

+=1EY
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rofeessor 5,8. Hitchner
i=-ricultural "= ~iment Station
‘Tniversity ov Mse-onhusettis
\mherat Yoo Aye EE

Degr 7

I want
end me
sn Yer

v

 ta
any

~

is sou for your hospitality to mv wife
w= in Amherst. We thoroughly
with vou znd meeting vour group.

}

ange
ta rate

intent

 a roug of you to of” ~
incurrec 10

 ou” about seven
4 SUC

2Y
~herst.

 3)

4~hanl:

.preneyr



April 23, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener,

The members of the Library Staff Association

wish to thank you again for spesking to us at our

last meeting.

We all enjoyed hearing about the "Problems

&gt;f ~u autobiographer." I am sure that those of us who

have not already read your latest book will want

Yo read it soon,

Thank you again for being our guest speaker.

Sincerely

Secretary,
Library Staff Association

’ i

ty-hays
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dear Th
3

1  a

As an ex-prodigy of sorts wno is still tring to varak: hraelf
in an acc nisble human shiap:- 1 shonld 1 to tha por your
yoole, It hes beon enormousl, acoartening, and it nod ris with
some of 17 own problims., It's ged to know that 0. © con recover
na cemmlatelr as von have dons Trost a orodigious ¢ldhiood,

Porhansg you may be interested in a caosz history that, vhougrh
mich less smectacular, is not entirely unlike your own story. Ly
nerents were ussian and Polish urws -- irmmicrant children who grew
an in the slums of New York's Zast Side and ultimately became
schoolteschers, My father worked ma as yours worked you, trnonch
Jith the addition of beatings as well as abuse, Ii# Was, owever, =
schoclmaster rather than a scholar; he had no serine loarnine or
love of it, snd what he demanded cof ne was high marks andi narlor
tricics, such as memorizing nmoetry in ten seconds flat, that conld
ve shown off to envious relatives snd friends.

;.y precocity seems to have been snontancous; I om told that I
sagan to talk fluentlv a: © we vweiths and taught mysel” to read
at thre&gt; years, It ws . to stay smontansous, nownver.,
[ was cramied at home Li on, then entercd in the third
rade; at ten I reached hi Le Illnesses lost ms a 7zar and
[ was fifteen when I enter ‘eg2, During all this time the
~pessure was unrelenting. I was expected to excel all ny clasemates
in all subjects, and treated as a fallwre if anyone got a better
mark then I did, Lven ry illnessss were rogarded almost as wilful
~ailures, and whan like you I became nearsighted at eight I managed
to conceal it for two vears, by merorizing the school eys-cilarts,
Por fear of the inevitable rerroaches, Since my IL... Was 180, ny
Pather could not argue that I was an average chlld resronding to
surerior teaching: nevertheless he succeeded in claiming credit for
vy achizvements by insisting that I had no will-power of my own and
sould never have learned anything without hls pushing.

than yours
| had a far less normal childhood/in other resrects, I was

1llowed no freedom, no friends, few pleasures, and no mon2y, and
felt my home to be a nrison from which I. gladly escared tO school,
In ny teens I war secluded from the other seX almost as ricrorously
1s a nun, andl I believe I was elgnteen or so befor: I waz ~ermitizd
50 omen ry own latters., Toth narents were morbidly rossissive,
iralous, and susricious; ny nother did ne 1iftle good by assnring
“we that I was hopelessly unattractive end too inept to learn wifelw
arts, ond that no man would look at an intellirent woman anyviay.

I ret have had some mathematicel ability, for I remomber dls-
rovaering the binomial theoren for mysell, by aritme tical mennsa,
man I was nine, My real talent, hoiever, was aluays for writing,
[ hacran te win »rizes early, and droaned cf a college casitlion which
qonld ~ermit m1» to write on the side, Since I was a girl, novever,
47 carcer wan not considered imnortsnt, 1 have a younger brotaer
Jno was trained exrensively as a doctor, but I myself was siven tho
2aamest vossible education -- teachar-trainine at unter Jollase,



‘rort whic LIorediantaed ab nlrcteen LE 1% ea rer ocrlzte bat oro of op
 atination, Ab tony oo Sant 1h Goll, tate Tene 14
oI ont of acholapshiie TTYL cardinal alteruasdIocan onl oped!
inte 2 teachings Joh in a ley Uoric niga school, I nored soon to leave
aorte and livs In pesca, but insuvead nromntly Aevelored a nearly tatd
thyroid disordsr which kent me a somi-invali! for the next saven
/~rrs. During this time I publish: a courle of hocks and envred a
fru thonsand dollars by writing, but as ny medical treatrients wera
2nengive I owas considered an unprofitable investment and treat. d
weenrdinglr,

A twenty-ceven I Tinally escantd throneh rarpiacs, Since thon
. Bove vianvarcd =r health, osong, ruraerd vy haaband thronurh
1 series of mental and rly, nascas. m™Mihbliahaed books and rinra-
zine rnlececea of my own and co orated in ny moh and ta uritine,
oar, at thirty-cicht, I hon » frvots more time to my orm revels,
111 In 231, I snvros: IT an on. o: the roderatels succesafnl aX=rrolirias
mor you dagerihe in vour intraduction

AS Fo may. it doesn?t Tes] sulte rood onoush. T 70 nnt
ntirely roorat ny forced rrecocity; it nay Ir mo osanin
nave seen three of ny cousins chivied inte ia: hers 1-7
woreinssly nourotics But I nveelf was lucler eo =a Shakzagno ars
and Dickens and Shaw and Victor uro and ev I re 1 Wan ton
and conszamenrtly calned enough knowledge oi th Ad to know that
something was horribly wrong with ny »arents and to ve jret trem as
authorities, Of course I grew up with the usual distortions -- with
“ear and nelplessness and loneliness: and a sense of fallure, nasked
andzr intellectual arrogance snd assertivencas., Such ounliticg ar:
2ven less accertable in a woman than in a ran, and 1 have bYoen trying
CO reiraln mye2lf saver since, at twenty-three, I esca ed fron my raronts
“or a few wesks at the llacDowell Colony and found out wnat was wrongs
JLth rz,

Lf you are not too busy to answer fan mall, T Iya a nication or
two, Are w2 all clumsy? I was, particnl arly in the f» t -.. IT never
could learn to dence, Rut I'm ambidexiorons apd abi1f | with ry hands,
an have wondered If nrodipies tend to be l2ftehand-d. I balieve
lacanlay was an extrem2 case both of nrecocitv and of clumsiness, 2nd
T'va krpowun others. co Hemme wR

Le you can see, I'M still rather bi tier, »articularly as my
parents continue to rursu-s me with efforts at -ossession and control,
Sut in another twenty yoars merhars I shall be as mellow a8 yon are.
fou've eiven me roped Thank vou.

Care *

Just bir the way; in science-fiction (or pathnar fantasy’ hiv
ri~rd C.o. Lewis! interplanetary irilecy? and in nycophagy, o-v
ricd the sulrhur ~olvors, Sitrobilomvces, and thie chnantarelleas
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Jenny Fr- Te© ‘ene

Yaturally, we &amp;o not went ta chance the suhetance ~F your text
in any way, ut I do home thet you will be amen to discussien
“hott such matters, for examnle, as vour definitien of entrery
#1ich I, who have never studied scientific subjects at 211, had
»reat difficulty understending. I certainlv de nnt want te arcue
+1th anv of yeur pointe of view, most of which I acree with in ony
rage and even if I didn't it wonld meke no difference. But there

are, I think, certain weslmeegses in the transitimnshetween one
rhase of veur argument ond the next, the strengthening of which
ees in foet fall well within the editar's rrevince, and I would
like very much tr discuss these with yma at yrur cenvenience. 1
am free tn come to Boston whenever you care to see me, and since

ny home is there I can take as much time as we think necessary.
Cur conferences, I think, might occuny three or frur evenings,
and if this kind of arrancement is satisfacterytoveu,Ihore
roy will let me know.

[ am sorry that Houshten Mifflin has not smoken to yeu ehrut the
sroject 2lreadv. However, we have affered s cusrentee of $2 END
for The Funpar Use of Human Peinss against the usunsl Anchor Zeek
revalty of 7s o7 the retail price, which in this case sheuld be
754. We have asked to use the bonk for a minimum of three years
Taturally, we will undertake neo editerizl revision without vour

Mall 2vnrevel

ov 17 hesr from vou further aheut +)-
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Anchrr Ranlza

“pafeasor Yarhert Wiener
Denartment e¢ Mathematics

ingsenachugsette Institute nf Technnlosy
tomhridee ZQ, Yaacsachusetts
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“This I Believe”
Presenting the Personal Philosophies of Thoughtful Men and Women in All Walks of Life

EDITORIAL BOARD

EDWARD R. MURROW

WARD WHEELOCK

EDWARD P. MORGAN

485 Madison Avenue, New York City LINCOLN-LIBERTY BUILDING

PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNA.

23 April 53

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

fe were delighted to receive your gracious letter of the 21st
nd your contribution to the program. Thank you for responding
so promptly to our invitation and our congratulations on a
very fine script.

As you will notice, I have suggested an insertion at the end of
paragraph three, in order to return the focus to your personal
philosophy and to show the bearing that these trends have had on
Norbert Wiener as an individual. This is only a suggestion of
course — please feel free to rephrase your script in any way
you may choose.

I am contacting Miss Marie Houlahan, at Station WEEI, in Boston,
to arrange for a recording date at a time convenient to you.
Ne are most anxious to have your broadcast for inclusion in the
series which we are now preparing and hope that you will be able
to make a recording within the next two weeks.

on behalf of the entire Editorial Board, may I once again express
our sincere appreciation for your cooperation and the excellent
contribution you have made.

Very sincerely yours.

Donald Je MeEditorial  Cuans,
DJM

“This 1 Believe” CC®

..a daily radio series

.. 4 weekly newspaper feature

with guests and
Edward R. Murrow
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my own dignitv bv others. | say "dignitv"

5y the word has nothing whatever to do with pomposity and is

indeed its deepest enemy. Neither is dignity in any way

inconsistent with humor and a cheerful attitude to life.

but what | mean

 cannot indeed claim any thorough-going cheerfulness in

these days of the external threats of Armageddon and the

destruction of civilization, and of the internal threats

which tend + put us all in spiritual blinders, But | can

say at least that | want - | want so desperately - to be

able to maintain a hopeful attitude to life.

Here | must speak out more definitively against those

tendencies to restrict our spiritual movement, to tell

is what to think, and to immure us as cogs in an impersonal

scientific research machine, The goose that lays the

golden egg has become a Strasbourg goose nailed down by

its feet to the floor of its coop and crammed with infor-

mation, not cracked corn, to the end that from the degenera-

rion of its brain - not its liver = a profitable commercial

commodity may be drawn. (Because | am a scientist, | feel

Cb
WU " io

cu’ © — these tendencies in a very personal way, whether they*

are directed against me or against others.)

 have no belief in any knowledge of the truth that

~an be reached without a very real possibility of error,
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ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

NEWS DEPARTMENT

April 23, 1953.

pr. Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusettis.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Confirming our telephone conversation, we are publishing this year a
supplement devoted to a discussion of American democracy in celebration of the
76th anniversary of the paper's founding. We feel that an article on technological
improvements.thetmaybe.impendingendmaybe_accelerated.willbeappropriateto
he general theme, end I was gratifiedto know that you would be willing to under-
sake it. What I would particularly like to have in the article is en estimate of
how much of the nation's productive processes could be completely automatized on
the basis of known techniques. Farm production would be included in this category.
[8 it possible, for instance, to plow, sow and harvest the land of some vast area
such as the State of Illinois through mechanical controls limited to two or three
central points?

The second phase of the article might take up the question of how
smploymentwould..be-effected. In other words, if the full possibilities of
automation were realized overnight, with no provision for the workers whose jobs
coecame useless, to what extent would the labor force be reduced? And what would
be the long term and short term results of this on our social habits and our
present existing demooratic institutions? Could we, for instance, adopt shorter
vorking hours for everybody at more or less the present wage levels?

These suggestions outline the general field we would like to cover.
lhe length of the article should be around 2500 words, end I should be much
obligated to you if you would let me know when I might expect the.copy. From our
point of view the sooner the better, but we would be glad to have it whenever you
san provide it. I might add that a number of the most prominent end gifted
Americans in their fields have accepted our invitation to teke part in this
symposium, so it should be a good one.

Yours: sincerely,

Thomas B. Sherman,
Editor Special Supplement.
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8 you waa. remember, in our convey » on Februery 18
you promi« « me vefinite Information v1.  ehout Asril 1
shout my © Jo's freonscortatlon costs anu income tex masters
relative {oo your nvitaetlon to me to vi. it India during
1654, DPecoust i+ not hesrd from you .nee thls conver-
zation, I got 11 touch last week with © Ii... Sundorenm of
the Indian ¥Fobscey in Yashington, 2 14 that he hres
tried t re-ch yr bv gable. but hen received env
pen

Jou wlll uniereton’ thet for me to olen to b
fe Le Te for 2 period ~ long #8 yon gunmrrontr
involves the nlens oo. others in -3d1ti.
thet I connot hesitete eny loner to ne
sommitment bout ay -lons for next yess
sonegider thst your ontlon on py service ooo
:nd 7 recueet vou to rcbendon =1l your ¢ Fowd
toward erroncins my vielt to Indla, 1 will
For me to eonsil’sr on invitation to viely
and I am not willin~ to mske any gem tmen®
:ny invitation vou m-vy extend to
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JoEaN T. DIEBROLD

HARBRIDGE HOUSE
INCORPORATED

62 CoLuMBIA TERRACE

WEEHAWEEN, NEW JERSEY
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Dr, M.S, Sundaram
tmbasey of Indiws
2107 Massschuset®
Yagl ine’ 'r

Yea "i

-

I want to thank you for the help you have glven me
luring the past week in seeking further information
2bout the invitation extended to me in Februrm
to vigit India need wint

I regret that I cannot walt any longer
tion of the invitation, Such confirm-i’
zlmogt a month late in reachine man
2xplained tt: Dr. lehalenobld: 1% 1: ©
slang that . must t-%c ints nen

£ gw
~~ bk wl

 |

You Lo. find enclosed 2 con
apd’ vr 1 0day ta Dr, Mahe

yy,

“here ulener
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Dear T al *
Yl

doin

As von will remembe
at

tr
T-ALL 4 ps
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anor 2hout
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an ~amminication from van whatayer shout » wo began
d= mo

......ab' - me-+ 4. ~~ + a 1 with you through the Indian

Dh Ro syrery 1  anthle =* thie time

a : “ye 7 answ-v

1% 2 3 now cloee t the £2 myer” M~v. and Pa 2
~N as "=r thet ir

cael there ar: s xr I we “on
+ - ~ vey fh delay 1 one” "ving

wr o&lt;

me, the lesst that you could have dene would hove been

write to me exvlsinin~ these reasons Ay thir ke v - been

done, I fear thet anv arrangements you mizht n=

ing a tri- -° mir "Tndla would not *

to enable m= t =.% with confidence un~i then

request £ you t » 2bendon ell efforts oa rv behelf and I

TAN ecer{l—-

"ough

therefore

shell take i* ©» granted in all mr actions that the trip

to India *

You wi? wr cmt J th ~ frp  es tag oo. Tadd;

involve~ t° tuneg 2nd aff-*+ mer" other -=~-"e and

that I” eannct © &gt; notifed in due time I must take the

activn into mv own hends znd inform you that I cannot g:



Brandels University, Thursdey

‘a for

«31

~
“13Wot fl Thr

Dinner at 6 p.m., lecture (2 hours lecture and discussicn) at

7:20 p.m, Accommodations for the night provided by Brandeis.

Fricdey morning conferences with students.

Purnose - YY Oo mn? aa ee a "ax mye
—_ wt

mA 4 nt Ln,a vtuderts (the senior class, = the

intellectual and moral problems they must face «fte

ettempt to help them apply the knowledge

lege

they have acquelired in

college to vroblems of "the real world," The central issue is

the relation between values and conduct,

Method of Operation of Seminars:

Tn provide opportunity for students to meet and talk with

nen and women who have dealt with these problems. Leaders will

be those who heve combined a2 working philosophy with a productive

life. They are asked to talk ebout thelr personal develcoment,

answering such questions as:

1, What were the major turning points in your life?

2. What have been some of the moral choices you heave had to meke?

2. "hat rroblems have vou feced in translating values and beliefs

int. ) action,

What are the possi ities ard fr )l Ui mite of produc-

tive $hirk living in the field of mathematics?


