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April 16, 1953
Korea

Dear Professor Weiner,
I really have no business takhg up your time with

a letter that ie justified in the writing only by the fact that I feel
you might be able to offer me advice of a sound nature. I am going on
the premise that if one wants information, you must go to the hsad of
the stream, to the sprinz, #s it were, and from the prolific nature of
you sclentific writings I feel that you are one who would be more than
amply qualified to comment upon my dilemma.

I have seen some of your work and heard of a great
deal more,so I have a healthy reypoct for gour scisntific prowess and in-
tegrity of thouzht., Now last week I came across a review of your auto-
biography in TIME and from that I noted that although you were an eXcep-
tional student, you did have your share of troubles and pitfalls, This
made me think that you mizht tske the time to comment onAsimilar cireum-
stances that were mine durinég;arly school ysars, though in my situation
I was neither a good student nor a scholor although I ecan say that I was
distinct from the rest of my class in that I was unhappy.

HBaving had the ambition of becoming a mathematician
for a long time I have nothinz to my credit as far as an acedemic background
is concernsd. Far back into the dim reaches of my childhood I have harbored
this desire for a mathematical lifesZwork and this I carried through into
adolescence and finally on inbo manhood. Progress has been slow, reading
and some study that was aborted when I entered the service at seventsen.
There is a reason for bhis and I imagzine you will say thagﬁinowledge ig of
a prolific nature all that I had t¢ do was study and the rest would follow.
Study conditions in the service are poor and at seventeen confusions are

/

frequent and without the aid of instruction I became discourazed and stopped.



I had little discipline and only the yearning, quite un-
fullfilled. In school, up to the seventh grade, I was an exceptional student
and at eight I had a vocabulary doulile what it should have been. I signed for
a library card at five. When I was ten I moved to California where ib was
the beginning of the end as far as scholorship was concerned. Landing there
in the sixth grade I did well and in the seventh I spent only two weeks be-
fore I was ﬁromoted to the eizht, That was the end of it right there. For
the rest of my time in orzanised schools I was at the bottom of the clss
though I did have a %aggg'for science which was sporadic as to results there-
for useless., Mogt of what I did acquire in the way of knowleége was done
through reading at home and in the city library.

I retired from high school in my senior year at sixteen and
uoon my seventeenth birthday I enterZed the sefvice. I cannot lay blame for
all this anywhere as it is past and I must make the best of many mistakes
that both myself and the school made. In five months I will be twenty—one‘
and discharged from the service. I want to begin again the study of math-
ematics and I nsed advice as to how to zo about the matter. Now-my reasoning
is that a man such as you who has taught himself mathematica must have fallen
into many pitfalls along the way. Studying with Russell and A,N.Whitehead as I
understand you did must have given you opportunity to bypass many faults
throuzh association with those great men. Being a confused young man I turn
to you and ask, "where do I start?" With a poor acedemic back ground and only

confidence, and that a slender thing, how do I prepare to enter a college where

| they will probably not let me in the gate, mush less enroll me in the math-

ematics departmgnt? There ig such a terrific amount of materiel that 1 have
no idea where t0 begin in preparation. This may seem like a small matter to
you but it takes on terrific proportions when confronted with the business end
of the thing. I know that there are many worthy young men for you to advise,

for instance at M.I.T. where you teach. I am asking as a young man who is



unworthy, but indizent of some advice. I need a pep talk, anything as I am
discouraged of ever getting beyond what I am mow. I am about to give up the whole
idea, however that gzoes against everything that "matters" to me and I at least

want t0 make another effort., I await your kindness on this matter.

I remain, respectfully

G Cigpoilerf
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April 16,1953,

Massachusetts Inst, of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Attention Mrs, George Baldwin,

Dear Mrs. Baldwin,

Thank you for your lettsr of April 8, Ve
have now received an autographed copy of Ex-Prodigy and have
handed it to Mr, W, P, Ehrenberg.

Best thanks for your co-operation,

Sincerely yours,

AMERICAN BOOK STORE,S,A.

EJF:aab,



SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
publishers

ROCKEFELLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 » cABLE ADDRESS Essandess - TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400

April 16, 1953

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Dr. George Crothers of the Columbia Broadcasting
System, who tells me he had the pleasure of meeting you dur-
ing your last visit to New York, is quite eager to have you
record for tne of the network!s finest public affairs radio
DI‘OgI‘amS .

The program is called "You and the World," is broad-
cast over the network five days weekly from 6:15 to 6:30 P.M.
and usually devotes a full week of interviews to one particulsr
subjact. The subject in which jou would p.rticipate if you're
willing, is medicine, I can vouch for its ccnsistent excellence
and high tone,

Dr. Crothers is very much interested in recording an
interview with you sometime between now and lay Tth and would like to
know whether you expvect to be in town before that latter date. The
actual recording could be made at a time to suit your convenience.

Of course, our bcok would be commented upon extensively.

Dr. Crothers will preobably telephone you at M.I.T. withing
the next day or two.

My bebt to you and to your fine family,
Sincerely,
Al aue Ui
Allan Morris
Dr, Norbert Wiener

M.I.T.
Cambridge, Mass.,
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April 16, 1953

Mr, Georges Dube
Department of Mathematice
Yale University

New Haven, Connecticut

Dear Georges:

Tough lucke-but Fulbrights are pretty few,

Schwarz has now moved on to Paris, so perhaps Parls
would be vour best bet sfter Strasbourg. There len't
much that I can say %o a man who knows hils way around
as well a2s you do, but we all send you our best wlshes
and hopes for succese,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 16, 1953

Professor Duncan E, Macdonald
Physical Research Lesboratory
Boston University

700 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, Mass,

Dear Professor Mazedonald:

This 1s to assure you that I will be quite willing to

congult with Dr, Armand Slegel on the proposed CNR

project which your department is submitting, provided that
I am in Cambridze,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 16, 1953

The New York Academy of Sciences
2 East 63rd Street
New York, New York

GCentlemen:

Professor Wiener receives requests frequently for
coples of his paper, Time, Com unication and the
Nervous System, which was published in the Annals
of the New York Academy of Sciences. Any supply
of reprints he may hesve had ie now exhausted, and
he wonders if it would be posslible to duplicate
this article here at M,I,T, without violating
copyright regulations, If so, it could be mimeo-
grephed and distributed as reprinte are distributed--
that 1s, at no cost, and with full acknowledgement
of the original publisher of the article,

I ghould appreciate hearing from you soon as to
whether such a duplication of the article would or would
not violate your rights ss publisher of the article.

Sincerely yours,

Mre, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener

hb
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April 16, 1953

Philosophy of Selence
Willlams and Wilkine Company
Baltimore 2, Mzsryland

Gentlemen:

I shall 1ist below the titles of three articles which
Professor Wiener wrote for Philosophy of Science. FHis
supply of reprinte 86 these articles has long been

gone, and he now woniers whether it would be a violation
of copyright regulations to have additional coples
mimeographed here at M,I.T. The artlicles are:

N, Wiener and A, Rosenblueth, and J, Bigelow., Behavior,
Purpose and Teleology. s, 1, Jan, 1943,

N, Wiener and A, Rosenblueth. The Role of Models in
Science, 12, 4, Oct. 1945.

N. Wiener and A, Rosenblueth, Purposeful &nd Non-Purpose-
ful Behavior, Oct, 1950,

Professor Wiener's purpose in having these articles
mimeographed would be to distribute copies in just the
way reprints from publishers are distributed. He has
no intention of selling such coples, or of failing to
acknowledge properly thelr source of publication,

I shall look forward to hearing from you soon,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Professor Wiener



April 16, 1953

Mr, Wallace A, Sprague
Managing Editor, Parade
405 Lexington Avenue
New York 17, N,Y,

Dear Mr, Sprague:

I think Professor Karl Deutsch might be able to help

you, He is on the faculty of M,I,T.'s English and
History Department, but at present is a Visiting

Profegsor in the Woodrow Wilson School of Publliec

end International Affairs at Princeton University,

and you could reach him there, If he can't do an

article himself, I think he might be able to suggest some-
one who could,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY
HANOVER, N. H.

BANCROFT H. BROWN

8. P. CHENEY PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS April 17 . 1953 2
Dear Norbert,

I don't know when I have enjoyed anytning as much as your
extraordinary story of an unusual boy growing up in the very ordin-
ary climate that I knew so well. Huch of this 1s, of course, pure
nostalgia. Ag far as birth goes, I am exactly 15 days your senior.
I was brought up in Hyde Park, a dozen miles south of you. And so
many things that you mentioned, clicked. I have a good memory.

I pondered over the subscription issue of The Youth's Com-
ognion, Jjust as you did ; but I never heard of anyone who actually
tried to get 100 subscriptions, or one. I also made various essays
at St. Nicholas, and never got more than honorable mention. I once
met a girl who had hagged a gold medal ; but she had a much higher
opinion of herself than I had, and I didn't let it get me down.
Cudjo's Cave was a very good book. I stlll recall a bit, towards
the end, of the "dying Cudjo and the drowning Silas", locked in
each other s arms as the underground river carried them off towards
their final resting place ; in those days the unlverse was so log-
ical, and every one got his deserts.,

Born practically in the shadow of the Blue Hdills, I probably
rate them higher than you do ; I g
quisition. I liked "Sassamon Road", "Sawcut Notch", and "Wildcat
Trail®. I actually saw a very few rattlesnakes on the loose, and a
local worthy had a knack of catching them, and then displaying them
in the local drugstore window,.

Years ago I spotted Norbert and Constance in Oda Balcony,
and realized this could not be a coincidence; I am pleased to know
the facts. You do an amnazingly good Job on my favorites, the Ponti-
fexes, in The Way of All Flesh. Butler s  book has delighted me for
40 years. Your tiny vignette of Charles Nelson Haskins is one that
I am delighted to add to my recollections™of a very remarkable New
England Yenkee.

You are eminently fair to the *arvard mathematiclans of the

ather they were for you a later ac-

1919-1922 period. Your picture of Osgood, Coolldge et al in the front

row of the Mathematlce Club is devastatingly true, and in perfect

taste. This was not a strong group (always excepting Birkhoff) ; yet

it was a vastly entertaining group. I don't think I was ever taken
in by them ; I respected some of thelr qualities and ablilltles ; but
thelr ways were not my ways.

Everything you had to say about Huntington rings true. His

colleagues certainly thought him a harmless potterer. It is not to our

credit, but the graduate studeats of that time found little signif-
icance in what he was doing. I have often thought of thls; and for
ny own part I have explained thils (perhaps ratlonalized this) by



recalling his attitude towards his Doctrine of froportional Oegpre=
gentation.,. We felt he was unreasonable winen he wrote :

(A) "No method can be regarded as satisfactory which is subject

to the Alabama paradox".

(B) "Now it is a common misconception that in a good aovortionement
the actual assignnent should not differ from the exact quota by
nore than one whole unit."

If you assume that a good apportionment exists, then if you
accept (A), (B) follows. But suppose a man says he doesn't accept
(B). funtington thinks such a man has no right to be heard.

At any rate, Huntington had no impact on our group, and per-
haps that was our fault. You say he set his sights too low. I can't
argue against that. He dild have supreme falth 1n a somewhat trivial
outcome of hils ideas : his system of proportional representation.

He defended thls before ths high and the low, and with perhaps unnec-
esgary fervor. “ere he had supreme falth., Dld he have the same falth
in his really significant developments of Postulate Theory? Were

these to him of real importance in mathematics, as his Theory of
Representation was of importance to government? And when I have raised
this cuestion, I must add that the man remains the enigma to me that
he 1s to you. Perhaps a partlal answer is that the whole set-up at
Harvard was lnimlcal to his ldeas, and that he was not strong enough
to brush this aside and stand on hls own ; but this is a partial
answer at most.

I think the outstanding feature of your book 1s not the father-
son clash, but the simple recognition of the fact that you are a Jew,
This you handle magnificently ; and this will live.

But I am going to confess, most of the time I sat back and
enjoyed life. We aren't so far apart. You were the prodigious orod-
igy ; 1t is falr to say I was a anlnor one. We shardd a lot of ex-
periences, and once on a visit to friends in Foxboro, I got the same
leeches on my toes that you did, I had better eyes, and better mus-
cular coordination. You had, and have, more mental energy. We both
have a lot of endurance : I once walked 55 miles 1in one day, but
there was less of me to transport. You greatly excel in lmagination,
in ability to select, adapt, and put together. I am conventlonal
(and you have caught me perfectly on p. 232). You develop new ideas,
work with the leaders. Uy niche 1s undergraduate teaching. And
80 your book was a serious challenge =- and a lot of fun.

Sincerely ,



DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY
HANOVER, N. H.

BANCROFT H. BROWN
B. P. CHENEY PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

9, MASSACHUSETT

April 17, 1953

Dr, Nathan Rosen

Department of Physics
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Dear Dr, Rosgent

I am sorry I was so short of time when you
called at the office last Monday, I was about to take up
the matter of what we could do for Professor Ollendorf
after having received Dr, Wiener's letter to you of
March 25,

I feel that there are grounds for saying that
Professor Ollendorf's presence with us would be helpful
both to him and to us., I would like to explore the pos-
sibility of bringing such a matter about.

One gquestion that immediately raises its
ugly head is the item of finance, Would we need to, in
effect, hire Professor Ollendorf? If so, would you give
me some indication of vwhat in your judgment he would need,
and perhaps an indication of how long he should remain
with us, I would need information of this kind before I
could properly size up the situation,

I think it is better that I correspond only
with you on this matter until the situation is clearer
than it is now,

S8incerely yours,

GEB tEJM . Gordon S. Brown
ces Prof, Wiener Head, Department of
Electrical Engineering



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL - MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL
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STANLEY COBB, M.D.
Bullard Professor of Neuropathology

PSYCHIATRIST-IN-CHIEF
Massachusetts General Hospital
Fruit Street, Boston 14

April 17, 1953
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Professor Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dear Professor Wiener:
I should like to get in touch with Dr. Mandelbrot, .
who I understand is working with you. Could you please tell
mé how to get in touch with him (both by ma2il and by telephone).
I succeeded in getting his first name today, but that was as
far as I could get.
As ever yours
ﬂ,,,‘,a? Crpt-
Stanley Cobb

SC:A

ey
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April 17, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I think I express the sentiments of our entire Sigma Xi
Chapter in conveying to you our sppreciation for your inspirational
lecture of April 15th, befitting to the occasion of cur initiation
ceremonys. We have received many favorable comments from those
attending the lecture, and we were very happy that you could honor
us with your presence.

If you will please submit tc me your expenses incurred
on the trip I shall see that you are promptly reimbursed.

Sincerely yours,

o B

S. B, Hitchner
SBH:E Chairman, Program Cormittee



Cable Address "Museology Mew York"

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CENTRAL PARK WEST AT 79th STREET
NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

H. L. SHAPIRO, Ph.D., Chairman, Curator of Physical Anthropology N. C. NELSON, M.L, Curator Emeritus of Prehistoric Archaeology

MARGARET MEAD, Ph.D,, D.Sc., Associate Curator of Ethnology CLARENCE L. HAY, A.M,, Research Associate

BELLA WEITZNER, Associate Curator of Ethnology ROBERT VON HEINE-GELDERN, Ph.D., Research Associate
JUNIUS B. BIRD, Associate Curator of Archaeology RALPH LINTON, Ph.D., Research Associate

GORDON F. EKHOLM, Ph.D., Associate Curator of Archaeology WILLIAM DUNCAN STRONG, Ph.D., Research Associate
JAMES A, FORD, Ph.D., Assistant Curator of North American Archaeology FREDERICK H. OSBORN, Litt.D,, LLD., Honorary Associate
HARRY TSCHOPIK, JR., Ph.D,, Assistant Curator of Ethnology ANTOINETTE K. GORDON, Associate

April 17,1953

Dear Norbert,

I enclese a copy of the review which I have done of your
book for the Virginia Quarterly. I elways hesitate to review
a book by someone I know, and yet I have often taken great
pleasure from reviews of my own work written by appreciative
friends. Such s task is doubly difficult when the book is an
sutobiography.

i With warm regards to you and Margaret,

Yours,
%w/w .

Dr .Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Instiute of Technolegy
Cambridege 38

P.S. I leave the end of May for six months field work in the
Admirelty Islends, a restudy of a village I studied
twenty-five yesrs ago, when the present leaders were
small children.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. S RBRLY BRI

ONR:420:EWM:alp
17 April 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Thank you for the manuscript that you recently sent to
me. Your approach to quantum mechanics seems to be quite
new and interesting. I would like to receive any new
manuscripts that you might write in the future on the
subject.

In response to your telephone call of last week, I have
examined the possibility of arranging some support for
Dr. Seigel's work on this problem. If Dr. Seigel could
submit a formsl proposal for his program through the
Business Office of Boston University (I understand that
his work in the future would be done at Boston University
rather than MIT), there is a good chance that we would
support it. The ONR Boston Branch Office can provide

him with instructions for the preperation of proposals.

Although all the ONR Physical Sciences and Mathematical
Sciences funds have been spent or committed for this
fiscal year, we expect to be able to make new contracts
again after 1 July.

With best personal regards. _ 3
Sincerely yours,
ELLIOTT W, MONTROLL
Director
Physical Sciences Division
Copy to: '

Dr, Armond Seigel, MIT
Prof. J. Re Zacharias, MIT

al.,s (LU Te e 0 at [jern L



MONcHEN 28 17 ,April 53
LEOPOLDSTR. 6/r11
TEL. 3604 32

Herrn Professor Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts

Sehr geehrter Herr,

Ihr Buch "The Use of Human Beings" hat einen tiefen Eindruck

auf mich gemecht. Es verdient m.E. weiteste Verbreitung, ebenso

wie ich dies dem bereits alten Buch von Robinson " The Mind in

the Maeking" und einigen Schriften von North Whitehead wiinsche.

Das bezieht - sich auf Ihre Bemerkungen dariiber, wie die Welt z.Zt.

reziert wird und welche kligliche Rolle die Wissenschaft im

Bewusstsein der grossen llasse spielt. Ueber letzteres sagt

auch Ortega y Gasset kréftige Worte. '

Dariiber hinaus enthdlt Ihr Buch eine Fiille von Anregungen zur

Kritik von Zeiterscheinungen, die bei mir eine besondere Reso-

nanz auslosen. Was Sie z.B. iiber den Marktwert von Kunstwerken

sagen, scheint mir mit meinen Anschauungen verwandt zu sein.

In einem kleinen Vortrag, den ich im Decemver in dem Miinchener

Deutsch-Amerik,.Club hielt, und von dem ich einen Abdruck beifiige,

finden Sie auf 8. 7 einige Bemerkungen, ﬁié dies bestédtigen.

Nur um Ihnen zu zeigen, dass Sie nicht ganz vergeblich in die

Welt hfgusrufen, sondern such an unerwarteten Stellen auf Ver-

sténdnis unc Sympsthie stossen, abe ich mir die Freiheit ge-

nommen, mich mit diesen Zeilen an Sie zu wenden und begriisse Sie
mit vorziiglicher Hochachtuig

(e

(Wolfgang VYtto)



MURRAY HILL 3-6212

BERNARD . RICHARDS
103 PARK AVENUE
NEwW YORK 17, N.Y.

April 17, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, lMass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

Perhaps the book of sclence for children with
1llustrations of stars and planets, etc. which
you are seeking to locate is the "Wonderland of
Science" by Arabella B. Buckley, presumably an
English writer. I recall that my own cualldren
had the book and read and reread it until it was
torn to tatters. But since none of them became
sclentists, perhaps my surmise is erroneous,
after all.

As a former friend of your honored father, the late
Professor Leoy Wiener, and as an old-time Boston
newspaperman, I am reading youribook with special
interest, and p.ssibly I will have something more
to say about it later on in one form or another.

I used to meet your father at the office of the
Boston Evening Transcript, for which I d4id consi-
derable writing, at a vegetarian restaurant
somewhere near School Street, and on two or three
occaslons I visited your home in Cambridge, once
for dinner-when I sat next to a very bright and
very shy boy whom you may recognize.

1L am enjoying your very fine story and feel thank-
ful for the pleasure I am deriving and for the
cherlshed old memories which it evokes.

With expressions of esteem, I am

Yours very tr 3 2

Bernard G. Richards

[;‘u A b‘/l/‘,‘; < j

BGR:ipe



In the World of BOOKS

My attention was recently caught
by a copy of Bernard G. Richards’
Discourses of Keidansky. I have not
seen it for many years, but have re-
tained a general impression of its
contents. I still remember Keidan-
sky, however, for that sparkling char-
acter was renewed and reincarnated
in the personality of my friend Rich-
ards, whom 1 have known and
worked with over all the intervening
years. (I first met Richards in 1901
at a Zionist convention in Boston,
which he was reporting for the Bos-
ton Post, when he was being trailed
by a tall youngster in short pants
imw known as Dr. Horace M. Kal-
en.)

" The book was published in 1903.
Many of its chapters first appeared
in the Boston Evening Transcript,

then the leading daily newspaper in .

New England. How Richards got
into the staid Transcript is an en-
grossing story of the ambition and
aptitude and zeal of a young man
who came out of a Yiddish milieu
and learned how to write English in
a few years with remarkable freedom
and skill. This young man from Kei-
dan was able to turn the tables on
those who were then engaged in tell-
ing the Jews of the East Side how to
live the American way. Richards
was one of the first of that genera-
tion to rid himself of the Yiddish
idiom and to tell the so-called Amer-
icans in good English about the Jew-
ish way of life; and to remind them
of their recent origins.

His book was acclaimed by the
literary critics of the day. Stories
were written about Richards himself
—where he came from, his struggle
with poverty. He was a literary sen-
sation. He was admired and praised
and encouraged by a number of the
leading American writers. Julian
Hawthorne predicted that he would
do important and useful work in the
literary field. Mitchell Kennerley, a
young publisher, started The Reader
magazine, of which Sinclair Lewis
was an associate editor, and invited
Richards to become one of its con-
tributors.

Dusting off the Bookshelf

V11l — Keidansky, by Bernard G. Richards

A Reappraisal by Louis Lipsky

The Discourses of Keidansky has
gone the way of many good books.
It is out of print. It is a relic of the
history of the times. Its ideas are
out of circulation. I read the book
again the other day and found—to
my surprise and satisfaction—that it
retains the living tang, the surprise
and the pleasure, that come from
meeting an old friend who still has
the old spirit, the old fascination and
the tempo of youth. He talked of
things that are no longer in the liv-
ing world. (But are not many of our
thoughts about things and persons
who have passed but still live in
memory?)

* * *

In Keidansky, Richards created a
“character” who followed the man-
ner of Peter Dunne’s “Mr. Dooley,”
but Keidansky had his own line of
talk and talked from his own change-
able platform. The charm of the
character was not in its seriousness
or timeliness. It was not supposed to
be logical or erudite. Good humor
and satire identified the sprudling of
Keidansky’s thoughts. That consti-
tuted his charm.

There were the cafes, the Yiddish
theatres, and the Yiddish newspapers
and their writers. There were the
characters who lived in the Ghetto,
fed on ideas generated elsewhere,
trying futilely to create their own
world. Keidansky was talking of Pi-
nero’s The Second Mrs. Tanqueray;
of Ibsen’s A Doll’s House; of Tol-
stoi’s Art; of Abraham Cahan; of
Janowsky the anarchist; of Jacob
Gordin the Yiddish dramatist. He
was performing acrobatics with
themes, like “The Feminine Traits of
Men,” “The Goodness of a Bad
Man,” “The Tragedy of Humor,”
“The Immortality of Principle.” He
was sensitive to contradictions and
allergic to logic. He was practicing
the art of paradox, which was done
to death by the brilliance of Israel
Zangwill and the cynicism of Oscar
Wilde. Keidansky was sitting on the
fence with regard to Zionism, but if
any Bundist or Comrade or Yahudi
talked against Zionism, Keidansky

got off the fence at once and let

them have it good and plenty. (How

innocent all the talk about Zionism

was in 1903! How far off it sounds!)
* * *

The Yiddish theatre is now dead.
Gordin left no heir and Jacob P.
Adler no successor. The descendants
of the old Yiddish actors have left
the East Side and may be found in
the movies or on Broadway. Maurice
Schwartz has a wandering theatre,
depending upon adaptations, spec-
tacles and plays made to fit his own
histrionic limitations. The old Ghetto
has made room for the clearance of
the slums; it has gone up in dust.
East Broadway and Grand Street are
no longer recognizable as Jewish
streets, nor is the Boston ghetto what
it was then. The old cafes have lost
their identity. The kibitzers are not
the same kind of people; and who
would want to go to a cafe even if
there were kibitzers, with radio and
television in the home, and the
movies just around the corner?
Scattered on Broadway you will
still find some of the old waiters of
Schmuckler’s, Zeitlin’s and Gertner’s,
who have faint, inaccurate memories
of the old cafe life. They tell the
weirdest stories of the people who
used to frequent the smoky, stuffy
eating places.

The Cafe Royale is said to be
a lineal descendant of Keidansky’s
cafes, but that is a gross calumny,
for the Cafe Royale, for all practical
purposes, is no longer a place where
you sit and talk with interesting peo-
ple. Its denizens are not interesting
and do not talk. It is like a lobby
through which many curious people
pass. Cafe Royale is where the yo-
kels go thinking they are looking at
the glamor of a world which is no
longer there.

Where are the Yahudim of yester-
year on whose backs Keidansky made
his jests? Their places have been
taken by Galicians and Litvaks who
give a poor imitation of the real ar-
ticle. These pseudo-German Jews ap-
pear on the letterheads of the chari-
ties; they wear top hats at funerals;
but they still have to learn the man-
ners of the genuine Yahudim.

Keidansky stopped talking because
he had lost his audience and had
nothing more to talk about. The
scenery and the actors changed. In
fact, the Ghetto graduated; its peo-
ple scattered in all directions; they
are to be found in Brooklyn, the
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Bronx, Queens, Westchester. Their
children are on the American stage,
in the American writers’ guild, among
the columnists and the commenta-
tors, the scenario writers and the
writers of the latest novels. They
are to be found on the faculties of
colleges and universities, among the
actors and the singers and the com-
edians on Broadway. If they have
cafes at all they may be found at
Lindy’s or the night clubs. What has
happened to them has happened to
the cafe of Vienna and Warsaw and
Berlin. Life has moved away from
the old places. And the old places
have disappeared.
* * *

Destiny forced Richards to aban-
don Keidansky and turn to Jewish
public life. His puppet could not be
relied upon for a stable living. For a
time he was the editor of the New
Era magazine; then with Jacob de
Haas he got out The Chronicler, a
weekly publication which struggled
and died in its infancy. His connec-
tion with public affairs started with
the Kehillah. He was its executive
secretary, with Dr. Judah L. Magnes
as its chairman. For a number of
years he fought for the movement
and with Dr. Magnes on account of
it. Dr. Magnes had taken up the
Kehillah idea after his official devo-
tion to Zionism had cooled off. He
was the first banner-bearer of demo-
cratic revolt against the founders of
the American Jewish Committee,
Then he deserted the flag and was
regarded as a “lost leader.” Theo-
retically a democrat, in practice he
had no confidence in what was called
“the masses,” and gradually became
the representative in the Kehillah of
the philanthropists and was smoth-
ered there in their warm embrace.
This put Richards and all supporters
of the democratic idea out on a limb.
The treasury was taken away from
the “masses.” But Jewish politics at
that time were not as brutal as they
became later, and Richards settled
his affairs with the Kehillah in ami-
able fashion and moved into the
American Jewish Congress agitation,
which was also a revolt against the
philanthropists. There he remained
for many years, going to Versailles
with the Jewish delegation, holding
on to the “rump” Congress with
amazing tenacity until the advent of
Hitler. He left the Congress to Ste-
phen Wise and Bernard Deutsch.
When he retired from the Congress
he was involved in the fortunes of
the Democratic party and had an of-
fice in Washington where he labored

CONGRESS WEEKLY

for the leadership of Franklin D.
Roosevelt for many years. He was
the Jewish specialist in Democratic
circles and served as adviser on for-
eign groups. In recent years he built
up the Jewish Information Bureau
which is the office from which he
conducts his varied affairs.
* * *

From this sketch it is apparent
that Richards lost contact with Kei-
dansky because he was absorbed in
other interests and never looked back
to locate and find him. He wrote
articles on Jewish themes; he con-
tributed to magazines and helped
compile several Jewish books and
wrote a short history of Zionism in
the United States; and having a
retentive memory became an expert
on matters historical in American
Jewry. Keidansky receded into the
distance and became dimmer and
dimmer with the years. Richards did
not write the promised novel, had
no time to give to the writing of
essays, in which he was a master. He
became, to all appearances, a staid
burgher of the new day wondering
where in blazes he and the postwar
world were drifting to!

'3

But if you get Richards aside these
days—not in an East Side cafe, but
somewhere further uptown—and you
get to talking with him off the record,
you see in his twinkling eyes the
volatile Keidansky looking out at
you. There Keidansky looks for para-
dox and makes startling references
to causes and personalities; there he
still is capable of hearty laughter
(touched with cynicism, why not?).
There with the eyes and spirit of
Richards, Keidansky reveals himself.
He still finds fault and praises the
young creative talents with cautious
judgment, and so far as you are con-
cerned, you will agree that in his
personality Keidansky is as young
and as alive as he ever was.

You wish that Keidansky were
again delivering himself of his Dis-
courses, with their oblique but pene-
trating view of the world’s kaleido-
scope and their keen reflections upon
men and events. While the haunts
and scenes of the youthful Keidan-
sky are no more, his texts are still as
valid as they ever were, and a con-
fused generation in a distracted
world might still read them with
pleasure and profit.

Judaism Through History

AS A MIGHTY STREAM, the progress
of Judaism through history. By Julian
Morgenstern. The Jewish Publication
Society of Anierica. 442 pp.

Reviewed by Josmua BrocH

It was a happy thought which
prompted the Board of Governors of
the Hebrew Union College to urge
Dr. Julian Morgenstern, that upon
his retirement from the presidency
of the oldest of Jewish institutions of
higher learning in this country, he
compile for publication a volume
of his addresses and papers. As a
result the public is now presented
with As A Mighty Stream, a collec-
tion of fourteen well selected papers,
which Dr. Morgenstern had written
at different times during the years
1913-1947.

In these their distinguished author
endeavors to show that Israel’s his-
tory actually offers a consistent rec-
ord of continuous contact with the
civilizations of various nations and
peoples whose cultures affected Jew-
ish thinking and living to such an
extent as to discard, quite often, the
old indigenous way of life and
thought in preference to those of
the nations with which the Jews had,
at one time or another, a measure of
contact. Almost invariably this was

done not without resistance from
those who, advocating isolationism,
passionately insisted upon maintain-
ing intact old institutions, practices
and traditions with considerable suc-

" cess and with résults not altogether

disappointing. With each contact
Judaism adjusted itself to its new
environment and under new condi-
tions enlarged its content and en-
riched its spirit.

Again and again Dr. Morgenstern
refers to the role which the prophets
have played in early and later life
of the Jews and how far-reaching is
the influence of their teachings even
down to our own day. Pre-exilic and
post-exilic Judaism drew upon the
word and work of the prophets for
the setting up of that ethical and
social order with the maintenance of
which both Judaism and Christianity
are so vitally concerned. Dr. Mor-
genstern is able to show that many
aspects of contemporary Jewish
thinking .and experience go back to
an early day. Already the exiles in
Babylonia conceived their destiny as
that of being perpetuators of the
Jewish people and its traditions. They
therefore devised ways and means for
themselves and their descendants,
even to our own day, to preserve
their Jewish identity in the midst of



PHILIPS LABORATORIES, I|INGC.

IRYVINGTON ON HUDSON, NEW YORK

TELEPHONES CABLE ADDRESS
IRVINGTON 3100 PHILAB
NEW YORK-LORRAINE 2-8703 IRVINGTON ON HUDSON, N.Y

April 17, 1953

Professor N. Wiener

Massachusetts Ingtitute of Technology
Mathematics Department

Building 2

Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:
I had to leave M.I.T. for Europe and I could not say
good-bye to you since I did not find you in your office last

Tuesday. I did enjoy your lectures and I think they will be
a great help in my future work, I thank you very much.

Sincerely yours,

— ) | i
fﬁ Zf.”\/guﬂ/vVL?'*

FLS:en F. L. Stumpers



THE WILLIAMS & §

MOUNT ROYAL AND GUILFORD AVENUES
BALTIMORE 2, MARYLAND

CABLE ADDRESS: WILCH BALTIMORE

April 17, 1953

Nrs. George Baldwin,

Secretary to Prof. Wiener,
Massachusetts Inst, of Technology
Cambridge, 39 Mass.

Dear Mrs. Baldwin:

Our permission is given for Dr.

Wiener to reprint for free éistfibution his three article

which appeared in Philosophy of Science, as indicated in

your request of the 16th,

We shall of course appreciate

his giving credit to himself and Dr. Rosenblueth(as well

as Dr. Bigelow on the one article) as authors, and to

us as publisher of PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE.

Sincerely yours,

B.,”G. WALSH

BGW*W
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Committee on General Methodologies

Seth Fessenden, Chairman
University of Denver
Denver, Colorado

April 20, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, llassachusetts

Dezsr Dr. Vilener:

Efforts are biéing mede to assure the best possible
programs for the NSSC convention which will be held con-
currently with that of the Speech Association of America
in Mew York this coming Decem@g;h“ One of the most impor-
tant S6cLIoAF WITI™Be looking Toward a Theory of Communication.
Dr. llurray has been asked to sponsor the program; I have been
asked to arrange and chair it.

In order to make available to the convention the thinking
which we consider to be the most challenging, we are asking
you end three other oqﬁstandxng contributors toward a theory
of communication to speak. The others are Dr., J. L, Moreno,
Dr. Kllen Walker Read, and M. Kendig. You undoubtedly know
each of these people and recognize the areas of thought and

emphasis that they represent.

The format of the program will be arranged to fit into
not more than a two hour session. The present plan is to
ask each spesgker for a fifteen minute formal presentaticn
and then to utlilize the balance of the time as a group in
informal discussion around topics and questions raised by
the members of our audlience.

Dr. Murrey and 1 hope very much that you wlll be able
to accept this invitation, Without your contribution an
effort to ¥ook Toward a Theory of Communication would be
incomplete.

Sincerely yours,

'egsenden

fi'“ ;Aﬂ’f'



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

HOSPITAL
TOPEKA, KANSAS

April 20, 1953

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

IN REPLY ReFER TO: 51 5/=1CEW

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of

Psychology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

You may remember a small discussion on a subject of "Psychic Energy"
with me when you visited Topeka recently. I am the ophthalmologist

who sat in on your session with the psychologists., Inasmuch ag I came
to Topeka to become a psychiatrist, I am very much interested in the
subject of our discussion and have done considerable reading on it

since you were here, In particular, I have acquainted myself with
Claude Shannon's "Mathematical Theory of Communication," It immediately
occurred to me that the question of psychic energy was really a ques=-
tion of amounts of information being transmitted by the nervous system.
Then I got hold of the 1949 Macy Conference on Cybernetics, I was partic-
ularly fascinated by Dr, Heinz von Foerster's "Quantum Mechanics Theory
of Memory." I noticed that you, for some reason, had awfully little to
say in the discussion. It looked to me as if Foerster had introduced
the subject of "energy" into psychic processes on something like a ten-
able basis although there are admittedly difficulties with this theory,
as pointed out by Kubie and others,

Could I have the temerity to ask you whether this concept of Foerster's
alters your view that psychic processes cannct be rendered in terms of
energy but only in terms of treansmission of information which, as you
so aptly pointed out to Abramson, is a dimensionless quantity?

We certainly enjoyed your visit to Topeka and I sincerely hope we can
get you back here for another visit someday.

Sincerely yours,

Paul Guggenheim, M,D.
Chief, E.E.N, T, Section

f N
An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether
C, XC, K, N, V, or H. If such file number is unknown, service or serial number should be given.
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EMILIO ROSENEBLURBRTH
Edificio Condesa R-4
México 11, D.F.

20 April 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Estimado Dr. Wiener,

En mi poder su muy atenta del 25 de marzo. Le estoy muy agradecido
por sus indicaciones relativas al problema del paseo del borracho.
A la primera oportunidad lo consultaré en el Cramér y en el nuevo
libro de Doob.

Debe usted sentirse orgulloso de haber escrito una carta en un es-
pafiol tan correcto y sin ningiin acento extranjero. | Mis mis since-
ras felicitaciones.

Las noticias que me da usted me han causado mucho gusto., Le agra-
deceria felicitara a Barbara por los dos maravillosos nietecitos y

a Peggy por su carrera, en la que, estoy seguro, se esta distinguien-
do brillantemente.

Muy en especial me permito felicitarlo por su autobiografia. Todas
las criticas que he leido al respecto la alaban efusivamente y pare-
ce un libro extraordinariamente interesante y magistralmente escrito.
Me he propuesto leerlo en un futuro muy proximo.

Le he pasado sus saludos a toda la familia; en especial a Arturo y
Virginia., Dice Arturo que ya le escribio é1 a usted acerca del ma-
nuscrito.

Saludos afectuosos a la Sra. Wiener, a Barbara y a Peggy de parte de
mi mamd y mia; Yy, nuevamente, muchisimas gracias.

Atentamente,

ror:s



Box 756
Juneau, Alasks
Aprll 21, 1953

I'nhls note 1s written because your 1life and my son's
life are so different | I heard your radio interview.
My son, Dale Roff, is in his fifth year at M.I.T., in
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Architecturs; he took two years of Che m, Engineering before
he found he didn't want it, He was 17 years 2 months wi
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semester, and C. (in oll-painting, I think.) He has never
had any money, and now has a part-time job. He married a
Radeliffe graduat and rects a baby on his own
birthday: M ther-in-law is an instructor a
the Rhode I Design: Carol Fulke
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Seattle for medical checkup gchool authori-
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wag already unhappy at being sahead of his group, so felt ne
should remain in the 5th grade, as I didn't have money for
gpecial tuition. I was so worrlied and anxious and in extreme
poverty .

Both our children were rejacted by their father from
birth, and underwent great emotional dlstryess therefrom,
and with the doctors glving me"ten days to two weeks to
live", due to their wrong diagnoses, I couldn't let them
get too attached to me. Each ten days, I tried to prepare
them to face their 1life without any parents ¥-to teach them
a philosophy of life, religlous falth--(with their crack-
pot dad telling them several times a week:"Remember, God
hates you, God is viecious." --(my husband was very re-
ligious, in his way; 7th Day Adventist inaway J-- and how
to make a living t-(concerning which I knew nothing )
Eventually, I welghed 70 pounds, and went down to the States
to die, so as not to frighten my children; I gave my body
to sclence, but after a year of operatlions and radium experi
ment, they sent me home with six weeks to live . But, singe
that would make too many people happy, I didn't dle, but I
have never been quite alive either : The cancer was of the
Jawbone, caused by faulty wlsdom-tooth operations, and left
me badly deformed, I always have Lo wear a’'head covering
which my poor children explainsd about, in answer to thou-
gands of questions by acguaintances down thru the years;
Thelr father ordered them to leave his home when each child
reached 14 years; I will never know how I kept them home
thru highsehool4 and the miracle of them earning thelir way
to college .
My daughter worked two years after hlghschool and earned
over 7,000 by stenography, playing in dancebands (hated 1it)
and teaching plano. She saved over $5,000, and took 8 sub-
Jects her first year, at the University of Oregor, majoring
in musglec, getting 6 A's, 1 B, and 1 C.° Her English teacher
wished her to rewrite her assignments and sell them i-but
lane was so knowledge-hungry, she couldn't take the time !
She went to Hawail her second year but didn't enter the Univ
She studled painting at the Museum under a fine man, who
insisted that she go to the Beaux Arts in Paris " at once,"
But she wished a college degree, and as she had contracted
a‘serious tropical fever she returned to the States and
attended college in Michlgan; then a scholarshlp to Mary
Washington College in Virginiaj then back to Michigan where

she collqgsed with overwork and hunger Just before the end
of the school term. Worried me crazy .
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Lane married a &plendid man after his completion of his 5th
ye a“ at Michlgan. He was tralned to be a minister, but slnce
that was his mother's 1&@%, he now works for an alrlines, but
is nat too happy, and will no doubt find himself sometime.
He 1s re :arla"ly vell-integrated as a personality, and Dale
says he ls the most-adult man-of-hlis-age that he has ever met,
Dale worked summers (hi school yrs.) in electrical shops
and for the Unlv, of Wash., Fisherles Research; wiring bulld-
lnge; for the loecal Architectural firm. He bullt a house
ing high school, installing the plumbing with aid, and
t as a workshop to build his own chemical smelz and
kets, etec, He bullt toys of plywood, to sell, in order

to guy his light bill, and oil for hs atlno. Everyone stols
things 1f he rclax,d a minute; shot thru hls windows while
he was away at college, because they do so resent anyone who
reads and wrltes . You see, there ls no difference between
an Alaskan hlllbillyand a Tennessee hillbllly type of person .
Dale took a home-study course -in electridy durling high-
school, played clarinet, flute and sax in the school and
clity banau, was in Sc. and photo clubs, a Star Boyscout, and
during collete summers was in the Men's All-town Chorus and
IliYCP” group (1 flz{, as I remember it, All this time,
I was forrlhd Crazy +¢es ---Iy poor cubs . During the war yrs.
here, the delinguency was extreme, with boys and glrls drink
ing and formlicating 1Lmensurally. So my two had to renort
by phone 1f they even delayed getbiing walted on at the butche:
shop « --just no place to raise people ! Dale loves square
dancling, but tho a maturailly CP%uufHL ballroom dancer, he .
eels lnadequate--needlessly. His wife loves to dance, which
18 he%lthf‘u1 relaxation, and better than card-playing |
le hasn't written Thanksgiving-time, wh
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Biographical éabstract (afu (egaiued 14,1+ H
ua th atell. Edoud bup & Eay s ¢ ba
Hames Sumsindam» Singh Suri : it il
3orn at Raipure, Central Provinces, India, on July 8, 1921, Married to Barbera fnn ~°
Breslauer, 1952,
Behe, University of Punjab, India, 1940, with Literature, Econonics, Biology,
iMeds, University of Lucknow, India, 1942, in Literature, (M.4A, dissertation on:
"The Poetry of Robert Bridges.").
Jiploma in Psychology, University of Lucknow, India, 1942, (Educaticnal and Experie-
mental, General and Abnormal Psychology, )
Postgraduate student in Economies, and Literature, U, of Lucknow, 1942-/44.
Completion of Ph,D, in Literature was frusirated by wartime conditions.
Research assistant, Institute of General Semantics, Lakeville, Conne, 1947-48.
Resecarch Assistant, School of Svecch, Northwestern University, Spring 1948,
Member, International Seminar, American Friends Secrvice Committee, at Northfield,
lHinnesota, Surmer, 1948.
Graduate Lssistant, Departrnont of Philosophy, Northwestern University, 1949-1952,
Resident-in-Research, Northwestern Uaiversity, 1952-53, while holding a University
Fellowship,.
Ph.Ds dissertation on "The Philosopty of Mind of G, H. Mead,"
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Extra-curricular agtivities:

iditor, Shalimer (College Magazine), and President, Litcrary Society, 1939-1940

Sditor, New Life Magazine, 1941-1943; Secretary, Writers' Association, 1941-42;
President, International Association, 1943-44.

President, Northwestern University Philosophy Club, 1952-53.

>rofessional experience:

Sub-editor, Far Xastern Bureau, Hinistry of Informsticn, Calcutta, India, 1944-45

Jopy-executive for Indien langnoges, J. Walter Thompson Advertising Agency,
Calcutta, India, 1946-47.

°ress correspondent, U.N, Headguorters, New York, 1948~49.

Instructor in Liberal Arts, dmerican Telovision Institute, Chicago, 1949-52

Instructor in Scmantics, 4duld Education School, Lawson Y.M.C.A., 1949-53.

fiscellancous

reneral helper, and indexer feor last two volumes, Library of Living Philosophers,
(4i1bert Binstein, Philogonher-Sciontist and the Philosophy of Sarvepalli
Radhalrishnan, Paul &, 3chilpp, Editor).

'rec lance writer on Foreign Affairs for Indian newspapers.

Leeturer on United Nations, gnd Asian affeirs, for the Chicago Council on Foreign
Relations, '

Selected publications:

"Towards an hge of Science" in Mysindia, Bangalore, India, 1946-47 (serially)
"Beyond Polities," in Indepcrdent India, Bombay, India, 1947.

"Behind the Hindu-boslem Conflict in India", in New Leader, New York, 1948.

"irt for Today", (Review), in Etc., Chicago, Illinois, 1950.

"Seience, Values, and “encral Semantics", in Humanist, Yellow Springs, Ohio, 1951.
"Philosophy of Freedom," lunanist Way, Caleuttz, Indis, 1952,

"Einstein: Philosopher Sciantist®, (Review) in Eig., Chicago, Illinois (1953).
"Culture and Experience", (Story) in lMysindia, India (forthecoming)

"Reason, Emotion, and Ethics", (fortheoming).
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Speech B-35 Cases and Problems in
Spring, 1953 Communication
Surindar Suri

THE THECRY OF COMMUNICATION OF
GEORGE HERBERT MEAD

G.H, MEAD:

Born: 1863; died, 1931,

Professor of Philoscphyat the University of Chicago.
iriter on social philosophy and social psychology.

OUTLINE OF BASIC IDEAS:

1. A fundamental point of Kead's theory of communication appears to
be his presuppesition that communication is a part of the social
process, That is, commnicatlion takes place when a group of
individuals is trying to accomplish somsthing jointly. A social
process implies that, among a given group of individwals, the
satisfaction of a given need (or act) of one depsnds upon the
actions of other individuals.

If there is no group of pesople trying to do something jointly,
in that case any problem of communication does not arise: there would
be no point to the communication, nor any criterion by which to
judge its success or failure,

Communication can be consildered successful in so far as it
promotes the goal of the joint activity in which it takes place, and
it is unsuccessful to the degree that it hinders the atteinment of
the common goal.

2. ROLE=TAKING:

The ability of individuals to communicate with each other is
tied up, in Mead's theory, with their capaecity of role~taking, What
is meant by"role-taking" may be explained as follows:

An individual "A" takes the role of anothsr individual #B"
if "A¥ can anticipate or predict what"B® will do in response %o a
given act or gesture of "AY", That is, if "AY were to make the
gosture of raising a clenched fist, and if he wers to anticipate
what "B" would do in response, then "A" may be said to take the role
of "B", In that case we might sgy that, since "A" is slrsady aware
of'Bts" prospective response when he raises the clenched fist, "AY
takes "B's" prospective response into account in making the gesture.
The gesture itself in such a case is called the SIGNIFICANT SYKBOL,

3. SIGNIFICANT SYLBOL:

Language consists of gignificant symbols, kost significant
symbols are vocal, or sub-vocal, gestures, and not physical gestures.
A good vehicle for a significant symbol is one which affects the
person who makes it in the same audible wisual or scme other sensible
mammer as it affects other persons.



L. VEANING

"Ats" anticipation of what "B" will do in response to "Algh
gesture constitutes the meaning of the gesture to "A", If "B
does in fact respond in the way anticipated by "A", then "Atg"
meaning is confirmed; otherwise the meaning is not established and,
to that extent, the gesiure becomes meaningless.

In order that there be meanings for gestures (which are in
that case significant symbols), there must be & prior social process
or other means of social conditioning, so that people can be
expected to respond in certain predictable ways to given gesturss,

If, in the course of interchange of significent symbols the
meanings of the individuals participating in it are continuously
confirmed, communication may be said to take place successfully,
ctherwise it is unsuccessiul to the extent of the lack of
confirmation of meanings,

5- "Mm"

Upto this point we have examined some basie elements of
communication. Bui communication is neither simple nor statiec.
Once a perscn has taken part in communication through significant
symbols, he does not simply revert to the level of pre-linguistic
comnunication, Because through this process the person has
developed what Mead calls a "mind," He has become capable of
thinking, i.e., this person hes a fund of significant symbols at
his disposal, and he has acquired the capacity for using them by
himself.

Thinking here means the ability to visualize or imagine another
person's responses to one's own gestures and, of course, one's own
responses to the other person's responses, and so on endlessly,

Ths fclljring diagrem illustrates this process:
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This process of thinking resembles the thinking-out of moves in a
chess game, where moves and counter-moves are worked out by the
player in his "mind" before actually making the move,

In the process of thinking the "other person" usually is not
any given individual, but what Mead calls a "generalized other,"
that is to say, an abstract mehtal sparring partner. The "general-
ized other" is often supposed to stand for a community, or socilety,
or organization, or even & physical state of affairs, which is
relevant to the particular activity of the individual, with which
his thinking is concerned, It is possible todevelop a generalized
other because the society, or group, or state of affairs, possesses
a structure, which the individual abstracts.

6. Writes Mead: "Language [which consists of significant symbols]
implies organized responses [ on the part of the individuals participat-
ing in the social process]; and the value, the implication of thess
responses, is to be found in the community [ of persons] from which
this organization of responses is taken over into the nature of the
individual himself, The significant symbol is nothing but that part
of the act which serves as a gesture to call out the other part of
the process, the response of the other, in the experience of the form
that makes the gesture. The use of symbols is then of the highest
importance, even when carried to the point attained in mathematics,
where one can take the spmbols and simply combine them in accordance
with the ruoles of the mathematical community to which they belong
without knowing what the symbols mean. In fact, in such fields one
has to abstract from the meaning of the symbols; there is here a
process of carrying on the rational process of reasoning without
knowing what the meaning is, Ve are dealing with x and y, and how
these can be combined with each other; we do not know in advance to
what they apply. Although symbols under certain conditions can be
handled in such a fashion, we do, after all, bring them to earth and
apply them. The symbols as such are simply ways of calling out
responses, They are not bare words, but words that do answer to
certain responses; and when we combine a certain set of symbols,

we inevitably combine a certain set of responses." (kead, G.H,

Mind, Self, and Society, pp. R68f.)

e There are two types of control that guide communication.
One is the goal of the activities of the group. Communication in
that case is guided and direéted by the necessity of reaching the
goal. The other is provided by the nature of the activity of the
group itself: here the guiding necessity is that of keeping the
activity itself going.

8. When the problems arise within the priocess of communicaticn
then, writes liead, "the necessity of establishing agreement Dbetween
the symbols mutually used , and that which they symbolize and the
results of the conduct they imply, calls for a one to one correspond-
ence between the symbols and those things and characters symbolized
in the experiences of the different individuals,,...

Such a determination of mutual agreement in cooperative conduct is..
essential not only to this conduct but to what is called "thinking"



in the individual..." (Mead,G.H. The Philosophy of the Act., p. 51)

9. SUMMARY ¢

"The principle which I have suggested as basic to human social
organization is that of communication involving participstion in the
other,,.This participation is made possible through the type of
communication which the human animal is able to carry out--a type of
communication distinguished from that which takes place among other
forms which have not this principle in their socieites...

¥ The human type of communication involves] the person who
uses his gesture and so compunicates assumes the attitude of the
other individual as well as calling it out in the other. He himsell
is in the role of the other person who he is so exciting and influenc-
ing. It is through taking this role of the other that he ia able to
come back on himself and so direct his own process of communication.,
This taking the role of the other, an expression 1 have so often
used, is not simply of passing importance., It is not something that
Jjust happens as an incidental result of the gesture, but it is of
importance in the development of cooperative activity. The immediate
effect of such role-taking lies in the control which the individual
is able to exercise over his own response, The control of the action
of the individual in a cooperative process can take place in the
conduct of the individual himself if he can take the role of the
other. 1t is this control of the response of the individual himself
through takeing the role of the other that lesads to the value of
this type of communication from the point of view of the organization
of the conduct in the group. It carries the process of cooperative
activity farther than it can be carried in the herd as such, or in
the insect society." ( Mead, G.H, kind, Self, and Society, pp. 253ff.)

10. Bibilography:

Mead, G.H. Lind, Self, and Society,(See Index for Communication,
" " The Philosophy of the Act.( Spmbol, language,mind.)
n " "The Social Self", Journal of Philosophy,X(1913),374-80
n " "A Behavioristic Account of the Significant Symbol,"
Journal of Philosophy, XIX (1922) 157-63
" W "The Genesis of Selfl and Social Control" International
Journal of Lghics, XXXV (1924-25), 251-77,




April 21, 1953

Mre, Louis E, Burgner
Shadowlawn
Oberlin, Ohio

~ Dear Mrs, Burgner:

Many thanks for your charming letter, and 1n particular
for the letter from my father which I shall cherish.

Every time I look back on my father's writing, I am
agaln struck by his literary power and intellectual
eclarity and sincerity, I am sure that you will under-
etand that, with all affectlon and honor to his
memory, 1t was in some ways a harder thing to grow

up under the shadow of 2 real glant than 1t would have
been under that of a sham glant,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 21, 1953

Mr, W,P. Champlain
Regearch Personnel Officer
Johns Hopkine University
Operstions Research Office
6410 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Dear Mr, Champlain:

I have in hand your letter of April 13 about Mr, Georges
Dube, Mr. Dube is a2 sincere, personable young scholar, but
not absolutely off the top shelf. If he ls taken onto a
job with this knowledge, he will probebly dc himself more
than credit, but I think it 1s late enough 1n his career

for me to be able to say that the highest flights in
mathematics are not for him,

As to his character and loyalty to the United States, I have
only the best knowledge of both., I know that as a soldler
in Japan he did some acts of kindness to Japanese mathematliclans

which tended to give our country a good name among the
Japanese,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 21, 1953

Dr. Stanley Cobb
Magsachusetts Ceneral Hospital
Bogton 14, Maes,

Dear Dr., Cobb:

Dr, Bennoit Mandelbrot is living at the following address:
¢/o Trilling, 89 Mason Terrace, Brookline, where the
telephone number is BEacon 2-2931. Hie office at M.I.T,

ie in the Regesrch Laboratory of Electronice, and his
telephone exteneion ie 2530, The M,I,T. number 1e KIrkland

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, Georze Baldwin
Seeretary to Prof, Wiener



April 21, 1953

Miss Mary E, Corning

Journal of the Optical Society of America
Nztionsl Bureesu of Standards

Washington 25, D.C,

Desr Mise Corning:

There are times when I feel llke a very remote ancestor of
what Cybernetice has become at present, for the sublect
hee ramified so much. The application of Cybernetics to
any instrument, and to the spectroscope 1n particular, is
legitimate and the paper you have sent me bears internal
evidente of competence.

In view of my unpsrdonable delay in getting to read it, 1t
would be very ungise for me to try to verify i1t in detall,
but it is the sort of work which 1s beinz done and must be
done, not only for the spectrosocope but for 21l other
continuously registering instruments, opticsl a2nd non-
optical. I therefore strongly recommend that you publish
1t and make 1t 2 precedent for other articles of the same
sort.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb

"Spectroscopy from the Poiht of View of the Communication
Theory. Parts II and III."



April 21, 1953

Dr, George Devereux
Director of Research
Winter VA Hospital
Topeka, Kansas

Desr Dr. Devereux:

I shall enclose a copy of the note I have recelved from
Dr, Farnsworth, I think his suggestion sbout the Harvard
Sosial Relations Department looks good., T will be glad
to pass along to Harvard the information about yourself
which you sent me, but I shall welt to do so until I get
a go-ahead signal from you,

Meanwhile, if there is anything else I can do, let me
know,

With zood wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 21, 1953

Mr, Jason Epstein

Editor, Anchor Books
Doubleday =nd Company, Inc.
575 Madlison Avenue

New York 22, New York

Dear Mr, Epstein:
Naturally, I feel very complimented by your desire to

reprint The Human Uge of Humzn Beings in your Anchor
Book Series,

Ae to changes in the text, I am of open mind as far

ag anytring that may improve the value of the book as
such, But I want 1t dietinetly understood that I have
gslready refused and shall refuse agaln to make any
changes which are prompted primarily by a deeire for
greater conformity or fear of the consequences of my
opinions. The book is an honest expression of what I
think, end while I will not pedantically stick %o the
text where I can improve it, T would infinitely rather
never sell another copy than succumb to the motive of
gaying what I do not belleve in order to make it more
sellable. If this is dietinctly understood, I shall be
very glad to discues the matter with you or with your
representative,

Houghton-Yifflin has not enlightened me as %o the terns
you nropose to mske with them, While Houghton-Mifflin
has the full right to carry on negotiations, I alsomanm
an interested party and should like to be kept informed,
not only of the literary measures involved, but of the
gize of your proposed edition and the sum of money you
intend to pay for it.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert “iener
hb



April 21, 1953

Mr, Albert R. Getechell
Addison C, Getchell and Son
74 India Street

Boston, Mass,

Dear Mr, Getchell:

I am not quite sure thet the book you sent me, Youn
Folks' Scgilenge in Story, i1s the book at which I looked
when I was & child of three or four. But I am quite

sure that if it is not, many of the illustrations are
shared between the two books, and it is quite poselble
that the two booke are the game, I remember particularly
the plcture of the balloon ascension, My lmpression,

for what it 1s worth, i1es that the book I had wae a shorter
one, perhape even an abstract of the longer book.

Thank you very much for thinking of me in thie matter,
end I shall return the book soon, after I have had
another chance to look at it, It is part of the plea-
gsures of being an suthor to make contact with new
fréends through one's books.

Sincerely yours,

Vorbert Wiener

hb



April 21, 1953

Mr. Thomass H. Greene
University Resldence Hotel
45 Weat llth Street

New York 11, New York

Dear Mr, Greene:

It is always delightful to hear from people who knew
my father and me in old times, 2nd I thank you very
much for your letter,

As to your boy, I shell be glad to heve him in the
office and talk with bim, but since I do not know him
or his ability, I can mzke no promise that I can be of
service to him, However, the door is zlwaye open.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 21, 1953

Mr, Donald J, Merwin
"This I Believe®

485 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr, Merwin:

I am complimented by your invitation to participate
in Mr, Murrow's radio series. I shall enclose a
draft of what I should like to say. Please feel
free to make what suggestions you feel are necessary,
in particular those which relate to expanding or
contraecting certain sections of the material,

I shall look forward to hearing from you soon, With
thanks and best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Yiener

hb
Ene,



April 21, 1953

Mr, Allan Morris

Simon and Schuster, Inec.
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr, Morris:

I am ready to give Dr, Crothers of the Columbia Broad-

casting System a broadcast for "You and the World," and
I shall welcome a czll from him at any tlme--preferably
ag soon &s possible,

For your information, I am enclosing the text of a pro-
Dosed broadcast which I am sending at the 1nv1tation of
"This I Belleve," Edward R. Murrow's show, I don't

see any resson why the onw broadcast should exclude the
other,

I continue to get excellent fan mall on my book, and what
new reviews appear are all to the good, But I am fully
reconciled to not being a best seller, If there are any
gigns that the salee of the book are pleking up, I shall
be glad to hear of them,

Meanwhile, 211 best wish-e to you, your secretary, and
the whole Simon and Schuster crowd.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



NATIONAL OFFICERS

President
MiLToN L. ANFENGER

BN o onad ﬁ(ad/ géd//h/ al Donver

ver:
PauL FELIX WARBURG
New York

b A FREE NON-SECTARIAN, TUBERCULOSIS MEDICAL CENTER
Muc‘:.:m L. STRAUS
Mﬁnmm TREATMENT...RESEARCH ... EDUCATION ... REHABILITATION
ngl}z;:wﬂ RAUH
Hnlwm 1LE 3800-4100 East CoLFAX AVE.
nfﬁlﬁ'&mm DenvER 6, COLORADO
Lowell
ALPII:;'IEFUS PHiLie HouTz, Executive Director
Treasurer Louis E. SipbMaN, Asst. Director
T e York April Twenty-second
Asse, Treasurer ~
Smﬁ:n%.oxfowr 3 i 9 5 o |
Sa:m:; Cur Bhth Year
Pririp Houtz
Denver

[ ] =
National Campaign Director
v Sasisn Mr. Norbert Wiener
e c/o Simon & Schuster

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
SROINBORS 1230 Sixth Avenue
WARREN R, AusTIN

RALPH J. BUNCHE Rockefeller Center
VANNEVAR BusH = <
KArL T. COMPTON New York 20, NWew York

THoMAS E. DEWEY
WiLLiaM O. DoucLAs
Joun Foster DuLLes

Atsmr BTN Dear author of "EX-PRODIGY":

gmmL This letter is written in the interest of the patients
H.J. Hewz I whose lives are entrusted to us for medical and surgical care.
S L

T e As you may already know, this is a free, nonsectarian,
Bty Momaty entirely charitable institution for the treatment of the tuber-
Davio Saamorr o culous. Many are obliged to remain here over a period of years.
el For this reason one important part of the care becomes that of
NATIONAL SPONSORS keeping the mind content and it is our experience that nothing
Sy contributes more to self-forgetfulness and relaxation than the:
e T reading of a good book, One of the nice things about being
iy e the director of this institution is that of seeing the thrill
B that comes to a patient, long a shut-in, when he realizes that
Sonmi L Doe within his grasp is the opportunity to read the book for which
i%%m he and his companions have long hoped.

Davip DuBINSKY

bt gtogre Ay A copy of your excellent book circulated among our
el s G patients would indeed occasion much joy and meet with the

M Dl G deepest gratitude of both patients and the hospital staff.

e i Since our budget is limited I hope that we may be privileged to
Ll s receive from you an autographed copy, gratis.

Hirenll Mhioney

o el i I fully realize, however, that you perhaps receive many
Wit A Lxsce similar requests and to comply with all of them could become guite
I i a financisl burden. With this in mind may I add that we hope for
Chivven W7, Nierez this book only in the event that you feel you are in position to
B Ranc Prcarry send it.

SPYROS P. SKOURAS
JOHN W. SNYDER
HaroLp E. STASSEN

P.§ .
KR W Skt Philip Houtz

HERBERT BAYARD § -, 3
. St Srinatelr Executive Director

Lttt PH/eb

OwEN D. YouNe f«' s T / 4

Fanb ze iy “NONE MAY ENTER WHO CAN PAY ...NONE CAN PAY WHO ENTER"

HENRY ROSE ¥ e

HENRY ROSENFELD » OPENED 1899
DoRE SCHARY .

DR. LEONARD A. SCHEELE 3 .
JAcos W. ScawaB @.




NATIONAL

Brs Ackensax, Wnu:rtn-m. S.D:.

‘Mus; My M. Ackswian, Sicux Falla 5. Y

*Di. Loom Aveesaw, Denver
Miss E. Anerson, Punxsutawney, Pa,

*Moiwns E. Anerstrin, Denver

*JyLes Ocus Avien, New York City
Pusie D, Aoven, Kewanes, [,

*Sasronn'S. Aca, New York Chy
Jossrn Avrsan, Atlafitic Ciry, N. 1.
Mus. S.B. Avtsan, Whitman, Mnn.«.

*AMrvron L. Axeencen Denver
Mus, Sic Axisatan, Borger, Tex.

*Warten Avegt. Deover
Samuer M. Avren, Braddack, Pa,

k. Mivton Axonowrrz, Albany, N. Y.
Bex T.. Ant, Waeo, Tex.

*Sryatovn B, Asxin, New York City

*Da. Foopne Auss, Reaver
LovisRaxn, Donn, N, C.

*Mus, Iswant. Barga, Philadelphis
Natian F. Banaxov, San Diego
Lotis A, Banerr. Lynn, Mass.

*M. D, Banxerr, Denver
Meis, it. C. Baven, Alexandrin, La.

Ase Beax, Roseburg, Ore.
Mryer Beokin, Roanoke, V.

Joserw Bexpen, Edreka, 8. Do
Monnts H. Besoes, Aurora, Hl,

Orro Buxnonr, Breckonridge, Tex.

*Avrnen A. Benescn, Cleveland
M. 1. Brren. Mansfield. Ohin

#Srantky BencErsman, Beverly Hills, Cal.
D. B, Beroaman, Longview, Tex.

M. DBenxstEix, Wansau, Wis.
Max Busky, Clarksville, Tenn.
A. Bisuxis, El Campe, Tex.
Asa R. Brocx, Kankakee, 111
Hamny Buock, St. Joseph, Mo,

*Joux Brock: New Yark City
H. H. Buvestein, Tullahasses, Fla,

*Mps. Lo Brvmseng, Wilmingtpn, Pell
Miss Mena Bromeseeco, Starkviile, Miss,

=Jack Pousei, NegYork City )

*Lomns J. Bomnstein, Indianapolis §
Rasnt Hanny J. Brevis, Bufialo, N Y.
Lawnence BRiLg, Eaitmoni, .W Xeu.
Harny Brows, Haverhill Miss.
D, Inving Brows; Tylerg Tex:
J. Bunbstan, N:‘:kntiﬂv, Ma. 2

=Russnpil ByonteNow: York Gity -

*Danier D, Cansent, Chicago

&7, 1. Cansonk, - New YorkCity =
Dr. P. P. Ceaxmon,-Clarksville, Tenn.

*Junce A, K. CpueN, Ratton
Dave Coumy, Centrat-City, Ky. ¢ v
Davio Conex, Paterson 1"{

Do Davin E. Coney, W!egturly. R

*Di. Haseer Cougx, Denyer
Du. Hexty Conex, Galveston, Tex.

*JosEr i Conex, Konsas City, Kan,

Dn. Loms A7 Comwex, Little Rock:Arke
Jacon B. CopkaNoy Knutv}l]b Tenn,
Wirs, Parcis, Gladewater, Tex,
®Eirtior A, Darrz, New York Ciuy

Ane 1. Dasteis; Connelleville, Pa.
sNarmax L. Davay, Cleveland, Ohio
Davin P. Daves, Frankfort, Ky

*Jxck A, Dianstonn, Chicago
Naruan Diasoxn, Wankegan, HL!
Brx Dowsken, Drage, Towa
Natiax Doksxy, Sag Angely, Tex.

T. F. Deeyvys, Hattiesburg, Miss:
Puinir Desirz, Newion, Jowa
Mns. Manris Enxen, Springfieid, Ohio

*liivinc Epyson, St Louis
Max H, Ene, Niagara Falls, N, Y.

sAnrmn-M. Evesrein, Portland, Ore.
M. J. Esvhnre, Angusta, Ga.

I. Errewpan; Kilgore, Tex.

Samvec Evans, Polaski, Va.

Jow: Faix, Washington, lowa

L. Freenaas, Amarillo, Tex.

Dy Gewaro Frivneke, New Port. R. L
Growen I. Feuoman, Holyoke. Mass,

*Duncax M, Fisoiay, New York City
Ratitt Howano L. Frxguens, Gadsen, Ala.
Dr. Exviory Fixeen, Marion, S, C,

Du, Mivrax Fiss, Supertion, Wise
Mus. Repecea Fiscun, Dubois, Pay

*Dr, Mommts Fisnueis, Chivage + 7
Mmns, Jo M. Frauen, Big Spring, Tex.
Bexy. B, Fissxin, Altoona, Pa.

Jo B2 Flmli’lil. Cincinnati
I. Frox; Pepy; Ind.

*Firans M, Forsoss, New York City
F. H. Feaxcxes,: Hainbridge, Gasy
Lawaeser L. Frask, Pasadana, Cal.

*CosTave A. Franues, Milwaukes, Wis,

*Cronce Frasxentuacen, New York Ciry

*Isanoryr Farn, Waco, Tex.

Sasmusn Fanren, Steubenville, Ohio

*Esi Frieouanper, New York City

= Laseors-Guips; Akron, Ohips——

W

ADVISORY

neers."—Hagry S. TRUMAN

THE WHITE HOUSE
“The jouniders of this hospital—where none may enter who can pey
and none can pay. who enter—created a great humanitarian under-
ruﬁmg I am happv to join in honoring these distinguished pio-

4

Bex PuEosan, Rock Tsland, T,
*Diy, Emanuir Fromoaan, Denver
Invizc E; Fukosman, San Diego
Vicron A, Frxo, Melrose, Mass.
*Wavren S, Gatwsks, Richmond, Va.
Hennan Grieman, Newton, Mads,
*Leonann Ginvssine, New York City
Dn. Stewarr T, Givssxnc, Marion, Ind,
D, H. M. Ginsngng, Fresao, Cal.
Bex Grazen, Sioux City

A. ). Gowo, Greeley, Calo,

Gang Goposeng, Corsicana, Tex.
Heunewr A. Cotvsexs, Marsholl, Tex.
*Da, Maunsce A. Gorvarne, Washington, D, C.
Lxo Gorvsere, McAlester, Okln.

1. Garvpeare, Spurtanburg, S. Co
Ouves Govpseatr, Sacranmenta, Cal.
*Jacon A. Gororans, New York City
Cuannes Gonpsax, Agburn, N. Y.
Davio Govosas, Pasadenn, Cal.
*Fiaank Gouomaw, Lowell, Mass.
*Nat Gowvsmira, San Antopio, Tex.
*Purcie Govosrris, Washington, D: G
Mus, 1, GornsremN, Galax, Va.

AL Govivessy, Valdosia, Ca.

1. A. Goonman, Swanton, Vt.

Lovts Goonmax, Galion, Ohjo

Masy Jory ArvesGonvox, Kansas City, Mo.
*M. M, Goroox, Houston

*A. ). Grasorr, Khnsas City, M.

A, L. Graxorr, Laredo, $ex.
Naruax Cxaxr, Davenport, Towa

SALPrEn A, Gravatan, Denver,

*Dr. A Greexuest, Omaha, Nebr.

o Davin M. Guerypeng, Eviey Pa. oo ©
1. B. Gizexwarn, Middletown, N, Y.
*Samuel Guimes, Denver

Basiei, Gross: Mindeapalis, Minn.
0. Antess Guigesigts, Denver

STALFED HACEborN, Wear Point, Ca.

« DmeW. EsBoHagn StoBouis; Moz
M. ]. Haxaw, Mobile, Alu,
JDu.H. Hangary, Banlasvll.l\: Okla. ¥

B '[Dn 1nE, Hanres, Denver
Y auaer Hasnrs, Brockion, Mass. ©
~*ipremE K. Haws, New. Yok City

Mg, 8. 1. Wanies, W, Enlﬂ!\h)m! NIY.

<1 Witueass Hawmis, Milford, Mass -

U Montinen"Mav, Nadhville]) Teun

*Sixey G, Kuswors, Dayton, Ohio
*Dn. Henmax 1. Lavre, Desiver

Louis K. Lasmav, Charleston, West Va,
Rosenr C. Larees, Des Molnes, Iowa
Jack Lawson, Muskegon, Mich.

Ezna Levin, Champaign, 111

Invine Leven, Michigan City, Ind.
Jacon Levin, Lorain, Ohio

Sast M. Luving, Pine Bluff, Ark.
*Harny Levigor, Toledo, Ohio
Bexsasnn F. Levy, Elmira, N. Y.
Junose M. Levy, Demopolis, Ala.

Lxon M, Levy, Scranton, Pa.

Mowmus Levy, Pensagola, Flos

Invine L. LewiN, East Chicago, Tod."
*Monton Lew, Deonver

D, Eane A. Lewia, Merced, Cal,

Dst, Narsas B. LEwis, Vicksburg, Miss.
Hexny Lewr, Birmingham, Ala.

Mrs. S. Linnenr. Lake City, 5.0,
Fraxe H. bacuresstels, San Antonio, Tex,
Mannrs D Lignesstan, Gary, Ind.  ©
Monwis Ligumax, Camden, N. I.
Ju.nsj.mnmmuﬁ Sants Monica, Call
D, Witiaoa Hi Lissan, Kenosha, Wik,
Sawver Logs, Lafayette, Ind.,

P Samuen Loparis, Wurcc:ster. Mass,
Ny )i Lovke-New Gastle, Pa.

Mhs. M. Fo Lunwesl, W.m-nmr-, ’\!nm«
Da, EPMM I, Lunigy Saginaw, Mich,
Jack Lurz, Huu]Jer. Colo.

Svivaw 1. Mack; St. Paul, Minn. .
SSTANLEY MM]QL&. Dallap, Tex.s
““Samuvrr Ao Mantotrs, Manchester, N, H
© My MU Magk, Hueley, Wis.

*Nins. Cusnves ManTix, tmcngu

Cosddn Monwumuvﬁhlp%&ﬂ- N Mo ey

Hanny Mason, Framingham, Mass.

‘Mﬂnmw J. Mav, 8t, Louis, qim . »
*Toxy May, Los Arigeles -
L tDr Epcar Mavew, New York Gity,
~ *Hiany Mrrss, Cineinnati, Ohia
W (ABD Mervinie, New Yaork Clty

\uluus.u Mznyis, Lima, Ohio

D, Perven Mexznacit, Anilierst, Mass.
*Lyix I Masmeoy, Philadelphia

“Mis. AP, Mexen; Winnsborn: La.

I, Meyen, Vallejo, Cals

Mus. Smxey 1. HeeHiNGER; E‘n-hmgwn D.C. Citanes I. Mivren, Chickasha. Okla,

*Mus, Awrion S, Hetssan, New York City
*Lro H. Hetstgnoineen, Philadelphin, Pa.
*Esarerr Herroen, Denver
*Alus, Spman.]. Heouse, Denyer
Mis. Juuian Helsie. Columbia, S.€,
Jbe D, HErs AN, Firt Worth, Tex,
*A. B, Hirsunrép, Denver
*WitLiastM. HoLmes, New York City
*Miss, Har Houne, New York City
*Crmances Hovowrrz, New York Gi!y
*Paiuy Hourz, Denver "
*Warree Hoving, New York City
Samven Huxtes, New Britain, Conn.
8. J. Hystax, Huntington, W, Va.
Junws H. [sennege, Kolanizon, Mich,
Mavmice D. IsewunescH, Troy, N. Y,
Lots Jacksor, Douglas, Ga.
Maps. Hanny 8. Jacoss, Kingston, NoY.
“Mus. Lesuie L. Jacons, Dallis, Tex.
Nivs Kaneix, Frémont, Nebr. 3
*Bexiamix S. Katz, Cincinnati, Obio
Syoney L. Karz, Colimbus, Ohio
Wintaase Karzivuen Gaoshen, Ind,
Jo Hamny Kavrvmawns, West Chestor, Pa:
Draviv Kaurata IN. Grand ]dﬂmll Nebr.,
Lxo K. Kuen, Paducab, Ky.
Manors K. King, Fort Waytie, Ind.
*Mirton W, Kixc, Wmhmgmn D, €.
H. Lonen Kragors, Bakersfield, Call
Hamny E. Kvaysiaw, Williamson, W. Va.
Juinis M. Krtiexen, Nampa, Idaho
Eowaan H. Kiixg, Youngstown, Ohio
*Grokce Kuixe, New York City
Watiam Kops, Austin, Tex,
*Mus. Lawnesce KOERIGSBERVER,
Washington, D, C.
Bexgasix Kosenug, Pugbla, Colo.
*A. Momns Knexsxy, Chicago
Sasuey Kuxex, Marlboro, Mass,

' *Epwanp Miceee, Denver
Hexny Micoes, 'Flnmnia. Tex.
Dn. Josers Mitiew, E. Greenwich, R. 1.
Rates L, Micies, Wheeling, W. Va.
Samuen A. Mruies, Atlan, Ga.
Hexny L. Mognis, Chattanooga, Tenns
Mack Monnts, Tack«on, Tenn.

 Dh. Avex E. Nasig Bridgeport, Gonn.

*Eowanp A, Natuanson, Bosion

Du. Hasiy G. Neiswan, Washington, Pa.
*Davip Nesignpy, New York City
Warrer Nevwraot, Ardmore, Okln.
*Myzon D. Nevsteren, Denver

Morgon W. Newsian, Evansville, Ind.
A, Ko Niows, Doluth, Ming.

Beaykast Nussausr, Nnriuik Va,

M. B. Ovansky, Dubsque; lowa

Jukiys Ounacs, Bluumnhmg; Pa.

Mhss M. swrman, Richmond, Tex.

=Mus. Henrstan Pavoew, Los Angeles
*Fioyn W. Pavi, New York Clty

Jow Pasternack: Ferriday, La. |
Cranres Prasit, Greensboro, N, C,
Irs Paxvun, San Diego, Cal,
*Criances C. Permw, Philndelphia
Puriar Pisk, Wichita Falls, Tex,
*B. Eanu Puckert, New York City
*Louts Puraskr, Houston

*Jusern Raniyovion, New York City
*Rrcuanu S. Ravp, Pittshumgh, Pa.
*Din, Swxey M. Recxien, Denver
Josurn A, Revven, Racine, Wis.
Sam E: Reevin, Sumter, S C.
"Mavnicx Renrxes, New York Qity
Di. Samuil Rics, E. Liverpool, Ohio
H.M. Ricner, Mason Gity, Iowa
M. J. Riv¥n, Newhirgh, N. Y,
*Fuank Riesennewcen, New Yark City
*Tuzovon Ritrensxsc, Denver

F TR Y ”

COUNCIL

*Max Rows, Philadelphia,

* Sasurs Rosinsow, Lulking Tex. ru
*Amnanan M. Rowvk, Chicago A
*Hexny Rose, New York Clty
*Mys, Henny Rosw, New York City

1. Rosx. Durhate, N. C. :
*Dn. Cuances S, Rosew, St. Louds -
Asvive 1. Roses, Quiney, 111
SCHANLES RosENBAGM, IMMH
Louts Rosexsauss, Florence, Ala;
Brnsann W, Rosesuene, Warren, Ohio
Lxon Rosenmxwe, Greenville, Tex.
*Sas Rasgxrsal, Chicago i
T. Rosxmn, Conroe, Tex. Y
Cranescy A, Ross, Gastonia, N. [
*Ina C. Rotucesnes, In,, Denver
Mavnier D, Rornsciuin, Golymbius, G'l,
Juoce Iswaxe Runy, N. Adams, Mass.
*Ror M. Runoiris, New York City
Harny Ruvix, Scheaectady, N, ¥,
*Mns, Besnanp Sacuan, Chivago
Sam Sacax, Port Henry, N. Y.
*Aux Saneson, Houston, Tex. §
*Bexsasmin Sasugts, Chicaga .
*lsapone Samurns, Denver
Leg Sasvers, Topeka, Kans.
Manriy E, Samuees, Baton Rouge
= Turngsa SaMusLs, Goshen, N. Y.
Civserr Sanoens, Trinidad, Colo,
Max Saxomms, Leominster, Mans, |
M. ). Sass, Springfield, Mo, =7
D Hanny Siur-. Atlantic City, N. 1.
Sam Savirr, Rockland, Me. t
*Mus. Anruuvn Scasn, Broox, N. Y,
Miss H. Scunwsax, Huntsville, Ala,
*Mrrvin H. Scuresiseen, Denver
Muyei SCHOFAMAN, Auhlun,d. Ky.
J2AL ). Scuumy; New York City:
Aaxer Scuwantz, Norwich, Conn,
Mus. Hamny Scuwanrz, Attica,’ lmj.
LesTen Seivvewn, Tacoma,
*Mas, Leow J. Suavino, Nejy Ynﬂ& City.
Jok E. Suatz, Martin, Tenn. 3
*Rass Asnasant [ Suaw, Baltimore, Md,
*ALBERT SHEMANEKI, Sedttle, Wash. .
*living SueRMAN, New York Citd
*Stancey C. Sausanr, Denver
y Jack Suusax, Cheyenne, Wyo. i
<P Jouw S 5’“"‘1 le."iﬂll. H.lnu. .
. ColNar G. Sivenman, Plhoenix,
Oscan Siveraas, Norwich, Conn.
*Josersa H. Sivensairi, Denver
] 'Wu‘r:n M. Siaex, Denver
' Iswons K. Skiew, Hawley, Pa,

»

Davip Soroson, Ji., Heleda, Atk, e

“'M#s. S. Soveson, Fostoria, Ohio
*Mus. 5. P. Sovosonson, Ju., Dallas

B. H. Sovot, Thcson, Ariz. <

Joszen Svecron. Bridgeport, Conn.
Monris Seerzmas, Charlotte, N. G, ’
Leovore Stanur, New Orleans, Lo,
*Artnue Stan, Dallas, Tex. y

Hanny N, StEmngie, Lawre Mass,
Wititam Stenx, Fargo, N D. "
*De, 1. StEns gy, Council Blufs, Towa
*Joux P, Stevens, I, New York Gity
Dewey D. Stoxe, BrovkKton, Mass.
Sasmuet. J, Sroxe, Peoria, 111, ’

Mas. Hamney Srrarron, Horon, 5.'D,
*Mecvin L. Srravs, Chicago)

Mas. Lawssxnce Stusme, Cynthiana, Ky.
Sam Sucanstan, Ft. Smith, Ark,
Maviice Swistsen, Chester, Pa.

Microy Tarcuent, Las Vegas, No M.
‘Mas. A, Tuarneimer, Greenwood, Miss,
Witiiasm B, Tick, Bloomington, 1.
*Davin S, Touks, Denver
*Avrnen Twervs, Denver

Hasoe Tuak, Miami Beach, "lm
*Fruix Vax GLeer, Chicago
*Jures R. Vax Raacrs, New York City:
Leo Veta, Laramie, Wyo. -,
*Pmnir A. Voseuvan, New York City
Simon Wanmpors, Montgomery, Ala,
*Paun Frux Wansune, New York City
*Samuen Wecasian, New York Cilly
*AnLorn Wi, Montgomery, Ala. *
Mus. Hexny E. Wen, Pittsburgh, Pa.
*Mus, Hive Waanstias, New York City
*Mus. Gearivoe WeIsMAN, St Loals
E. Berxano Weiss, Shreveport, La.
M. Wrirzsen, Bnh)lnn. N. Y.

*1ases L. Warre, Salt Lake City, Utah
*Hensayx Wink, Buffalo, No Y2

Hangy K. Worsr, San Francisdo
*Simney A. Worrr, New Yor‘k‘City
Joseru S, Woor, Bumnglna. Wiy
Mps. Faxxie Zoow, Greenwond, 3, C.

.I"_-



PRO-312

e e A Service of Radio Corporation of Amerlco

April 22, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
lassachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Just a note of appreciation to you
for your recent appearance on "TODAY" and for
a most interesting and entertaining interview
on the extraordinary happenings in the life of
an ex-child prodigy.

I am sure I don't have to tell you
how pleased we were by your unexpected visit
to the "TODAY" set last week and hope it was
the first of many more.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

S EJ&LM :

Richard A. R.~Pirkham
Executlive Producer
"7PoDAY"

RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 20, N. Y.
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April 22, 1983

Mr, John T, Diebold
62 Columbia Terrace
Weehawken, New Jersey

Desr Mr, Diebold:

I find that I did agree to the publication of my
City Colleze lecture after all., Itwas sponsored
there by the Alumni Associstion of the Chemistry
Department, and the lecture was published in the
Basgkerville Chemical Journal,

I'm sorry that you won't be able to use the lecture,
and that my agreement about itsppublication had
slipped my mind at the time I talked with you.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 22, 1953

Professor 5,B, Hitchner
Agricultural Experiment Station
Univerelity of Masesachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Hltchner:

I want to thank you for your hospitallty to my wilfe
end me while we were in Amherst, We thoroughly
enjoyed out vieit with you and meeting your group.
It is more than generous of you to offer to pay

the minor expenses I incurred in driving to Amherst.
Ten dollars (a rate of about seven cents per mile)
will be sufficient to cover this expense,

Again, my thanke for a good time, With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



April 23, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener,

The memberw ¢f the Library Staff Associstion
wish to thank you again for spesking to us at our
lest meeting.

We 211 enjoyed hearing about the "Problems
of an autobiographer." 1 am sure that those of us who
heve not already reasd your latest book will want
to read it soon.

Thank you agein for being our guest speaker,

Sincerely

Cvri fC. Lov

Secretary,
Library Staff Association



Indeklll Road
Staatsburg, N.Y.
April 23,1953

Dear Dr, Wiener,

As an ex-prodigy of sorts who is stlll trying to remake herself
in an acceptable human shape, I should like to thank you for your
book., It has been enormously heartening, and it has helped me with
some of my own problems. It's good to know that one can recover
as completely as you have done from a prodigious childhood,

Perhaps you may be interested in a case history that, though
mich less spectacular, is not entirely unlike your own story. My
parents were Russian and Polish Jews -- immigrant children who grew
up in the slums of New York's East Side and ultimately became
schoolteachers. My father worked me as yours worked you, though
with the addition of beatings as well as abuse, He was, however, a
schoolmaster rather than a scholar; he had no genuine learning or
love of it, and what he demanded of me was high marks and parlor
tricks,such as memorizing poetry in ten seconds flat, that could
be shown off to envious relatives and friends,

1y precocity seems to have been spontaneous; I am told that I
began to talk fluently at eleven months and taught myself to read
at three years, It was not allowed to stay spontaneous, however,

I was cramed at home till I was seven, then entered in the third
crade; at ten I reached high school. Illnesses lost me a year and
I was fiftesn when I entered college. During all this time the
pressure was unrelenting., I was expected to excel all ny classmates
in all subjects, and treated as a fallyre if anyone got a better
mark than I did, Even my illnesses were regarded almost as wilful
failures, and when like you I became nearsighted at eight I managed
to conceal it for two years, by memorizing the school eye-charts,
for fear of the inevitable reproaches, 3Since my 1.Q. was 180, my
father could not argue that I was an average child responding to
superior teaching; nevertheless he succeeded in claiming credlt for
my achisvements by insisting that I had no will-power of my own and
would never have learned anything without his pushing,

than yours

I had a far less normal childhood/in other respects. I was
allowed no freedom, no friends, few pleasures, and no money, and
felt my home to be a prison from which I.gladly escaped to school,
In ny teens I was secluded from the other sex almost as rigorously
as a nun, and I believe 1 was elghteen or so before 1 was permitted
to open my own letters. Both parents were morbidly possessive,
jealous, and suspicious; my mother did me little good by assuring
me that I was hopelessly unattractive and too inept to learn wifely
arts, and that no man would look at an intelligent woman anyway.

I must have had some mathematical ability, for 1 remember dis-
covering the binomial theorem for myself, by arithmetical means,
when I was nine, My real talent, however, was always for writing,

I began to win prizes early, and dreamed of a college pesition which
would permlt me to write on the side, Since I was a girl, however,
my career was not considered important., 1 have a younger brother
who was trained expensively as a doctor, but I myself was given the
_cheanest possible education -- teacher-training at Hunter College,



-

from which I greduated at nineteen with literary prizes but no other
distinction, At twenty I took my M,A. at Columbia, paying for it
myself out of scholarship money, Immediately afterward I was ordeped
into a teaching job in a New York high school, I hoped soon to leave
home and live in peace, but instead promptly developed a nearly fatd
thyroid disorder which kept me a semi-invalid for the next seven
years., During this time I published a couple of books and earned a
few thousand dollars by writing, but as my medical treatments were
expensive I was considered an unprofitable investment and treated

accordingly.

At twenty-seven I finally escaned through marriage., Since then
I have recovered my health, had two sons, nursed my husband through
a serlies of mental and physical illnesses, published books sand maga-
8ilne pleces, of my own and collaborated in my husband's writing,
Today, at thirty-elght, I hope to devote more time to my own novels,
All in all, I suppose I am one of the moderately successful eX-nprodigies

whom you describe in your introduction,

As you say, it doesn't feel quite good enough., But I do not
entirely regret my forced precocity; it may have saved my sanity, I
have seen three of my cousins chivied into insanity and others left
hopelessly neurotic. But I myself was lucky enough to read Shakespeare
and Dickens and Shaw and Victor Hugo and even Plato befors I was ten
and consequently gained enough knowledge of the world to know that
something was horribly wrong with my parents and to re ject them as
authorities, Of course I grew up with the usual distortions -- with
fear and helplessness and loneliness and a sense of failure, masked
under intellectuasl arrogance and assertiveness, Such qualities are
even less acceptable in a woman than in a man, and 1 have been trying
to retrain myself ever since, at twenty-three, I escaped from my parents
for a few weeks at the MacDowell Colony and found out what was wrong
with me,

If you are not too busy to answer fan mail, I've a question or
two, Are we all clumsy? I was, particularly in the feet -- I never
could learn to dance, But I'm ambidextrous and skilful with my hands,
and have wondered if prodigies tend to be left-handed. I believe
Macaulay was an extreme case both of precocity and of clumsiness, and
I've known others,

As you can see, I'm still rather bitter, varticularly as my
parents continue to pursue me with efforts at rossession and control,
But in another twenty years perhaps I shall be as mellow as you are,
You've given me hope! Thank you,

Yours_sincerely
-
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Just by the way; in science-fiction (or rather fantasy) hive yaou /

tried C.S.Lewisat! interplanetary trilogy? And in mycophagy, have you
tried the sulphur polynore, Strobilomyces, and the chantarelles?
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.
\ Dear Frofessor Wiener:
) Naturally, we do not want to chence the substance of your text

in any way, but I do hope that yru will be open to discussion
about such matters, for example, as your definition of entropy
which I, who have never studied sclentific subjects at all, had

‘ great difficulty understanding. I certainly do not want te argue
) with =ny of your pointe of view, most of which I asree with in any

-

R case and even if I didn't it wonld make no difference. But there
< are, 1 think, certain weaknesses in the transitionsbetween one
b Y - nhage of your argument ond the next, the strengthening of which
R LY dees in feet f2ll well within the editor's province, and I would
| < like very much to discuss these with you at yrur convenience. I
am free tn come to Boston whenever you care to see me, and since
- my home is there I can take as much time as we think necessary.
AR | Gur conferences, I think, might occupy three or four eveninge,
S ' and if this kind of arrangement is satisfactery to veu, I hove
: ! vou will let me lkmow.
b

I am sorry that Houghton Mifflin has not spoken to you about the
b project already. However, we have offered a guarentee nf 42,500

e : for The Humsn Use of Human Beinss asgainst the usual Anchor Beek
royalty of 7%% of the retail price, which in this case should be
75¢. We have asked to use the book for a minimum of three years.
Naturally, we will undertake no editorisl revision without your

full approvel.
Mey I hear from you further about this?
Sincerely yours,

Jason Enstein
Editor, Anchor Books

Frofessor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridege 39, Massachusetts
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“This I Believe”

Presenting the Personal Philosophies of Thoughtful Men and Women in All Walks of Life

EDITORIAL BOARD has Madison Avenue, New York Cituy LINCOLN-LIBERTY BUILDING

EDWARD R. MURROW PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNA.
WARD WHEELOCK

EDWARD P. MORGAN

23 April 53

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

We were delighted to receive your gracious letter of the 21st
and your contribution to the program. Thank you for responding
so promptly to our invitation and our congratulations on a
very fine script.

As you will notice, I have suggested an insertion at the end of

- paragraph three, in order to return the focus to your personal
philosophy and to show the bearing that these trends have had on
Norbert Wiener as an individual. This is only a suggestion of
course — please feel free to rephrase your script in any way
you may chooses,

I am contacting Miss Marie Houlahan, at Station WEEI, in Boston,

to arrange for a recording date at a time convenient to you.

We are most anxious to have your broadcast for inclusion in the

series which we are now preparing and hope that you will be able
« to make a recording within the next two weeks.

On behalf of the entire Editorial Board, may I once again express

our sincere appreciation for your cooperation and the excellent
contribution you have made.

Very sincerely yours, _—

y 3

I}Onald Jo Me
Editorial As

DJM

““This I Believe” Ence

. ..a datly radio series

...a weekly newspaper feature
with guests and

Edward R, Murrow
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my own dignity by others. | say "dignity", but what | mean
by the word has nothing whatever to do with pomposity and is
indeed its deepest enemy. Neither is dignity in any way
inconsistent with humor and a cheerful attitude to life.
| cannot indeed claim any thorough=going cheerfulness in
these days of the external threats of Armageddon and the
destruction of civilization, and of the internal threats
which tend to put us all in spiritual blinders, But | can
say at least that | want - | want so desperately - to be
able to maintain a hopeful attitude to life.

Here | must speak out more definitively against those
tendencies to restrict our spiritual movement, to tell
us what to think, and to immure us as cogs in an impersonal
scientific research machine, The goose that lays t he
golden egg has become a Strasbourg goose nailed down by
its feet to the floor of its coop and crammed with infor=-
mation, not cracked corn, to the end that from the degenera-
tion of its brain - not its liver - a profitable commercial

commodity may be drawn. (Because | am a scientist, | feel

3 : .
: o éﬁ:ﬁ@ these tendencies in a very personal way, whether they

are directed against me or against others.)
| have no belief in any knowledge of the truth that

can be reached without a very real possibility of error,
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Insertion for This I Believe:

It is easy to maintain a calm philosophy of life and
a spiritual equanimity in a vacuum, or in an ivory tower,

s Whatever equanimity is left to us today is one
which has to support 1tself egainst the shocks and alarms of
2 spiritual battle gare llving in a world where there are
many power/gg%ces definitely hostile to scholarship and to
human dignity.

Ir, like myself, a scholar ha, ens to work in a field
with engineering applications which may pay off in industry
or ln weapons of war, he 1s likely to find himself reduced
to-an imperscnsl mes place 1n a scientific machine which
blunders along through its very mass and bulk. I cannot
and do not accept such a life, and I prefer the right to
meke mistekes on a piece of paper and to come out of them
with & better understanding of the truth to the unwelcome
privilege of perticipating in the expendlture of millions

of dollars,



ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

NEWS DEPARTMENT

pam—

April 23, 1953,

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Dr. Wiener:
Confirming our telephone conversation, we are publishing this year a

supplement devoted to a discussion of American democrscy in celebration of the
75th snniversary of the paper's founding. We feel that an article on technological

_improvements that may be. impending and may be agcelerated will be appropriste to

the general theme, end I was gratified to know that you would be willing to under-
teke it. What I would particulerly like to have in the article is en estimate of
how much of the nation's productive processes could be completely automatized on

( the basis of known techniques. Farm production would be included in this category.

Is it possible, for instance, to plow, sow and harvest the land of some vast area
such as the State of Illinois through mechenical controls limited to two or three
central points?

The second phase of the article might teke up the question of how
employzggqt would be-affected. In other words, if the full possibilities of
“Tautomation were realized overnight, with no provision for the workers whose Jjobs
became useless, to what extent would the labor force be reduced? And what would
be the long term end short term results of this on our social habits and our
present existing demooratic institutions? Could we, for instance, adopt shorter

working hours for everybody at more or less the present wage levels?

These suggestions outline the general field we would like to cover.
The length of the article should be around 2500 words, end I should be much
obligated to you if you would let me know when I might expect the.cepy. From our
point of view the sooner the better, but we would be glad to have it whenever you
can provide it. I might add that a mumber of the most prominent end gifted
Americens in their fields have accepted our invitation to take part in this

symposium, so it should be a good one.

Yours: sincersely,

< /. fﬁ' A S &) / -.; .j“j‘:-.") ’.:"--4".'
Thomaa B. Sherman,
Editor Special Supplement.






April 23, 1953

Dr, P,C, Mahzlanobls

Indizan Statistical Institute
203 Barrackpore Trunk Roasd
Czleutta 35, India

Dear Dr, Mazhalanobis:

As you will remember, in our conversation on February 18
you promised me definite information on or asbout April 1
about my wife's transportation costs aznd ingome tax matters
relative to your invitation to me to visit India during
1954, Because I had not heard from you since this conver-
gsation, I got in touch last week with Dr, M,B, Bundaram of
the Indian Embassy in Washington, I am %told that he hae
tried to reach you by cable, but has not yet recelved any
reply.

You will understand that for me to plan %o be away from
M.I.T. for a2 perlod as long as you suggested lnevitably
involves the plane of others in =zddition to myself, 1 feel
thet I cannot hesitate any longer to make a deflinite

commi tment about my nlane for next year, Hence, I muet
econsider that your option on my services has now explred,
and T requeet you to szbandon 211 your efforts directed
toward arranging my visit to India, It will be lmpossible
for me to consider an invitation to viesit India in 1954,
and I am not willing to make any commitment whatever on
any invitation you may extend to me at this time,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb
¢e: Dr, M,S, Sundaram
Prof, W,T7. Martin



JoN T. DIEBOLD

HARBRIDGE HoOUSE 62 COLUMEIA TERRACE
INCORPORATED WEEHAWEEN, NEW JERSEY






April 23, 1953

Dr, M.S, Sundaram

Embassy of India

2107 Massachusetts Ave,, NW
Washington, D.C,

Dear Dr. Sundaram:

I want to thank you for the help you have given me
during the past week in seeking further information
about the invitation extended to me in February

to visit India next winter,

I regret that I cannot wait any longer for conflrmae
tion of the invitation, Such confirmetion is already
almogt a month late in reaching me, and, as I have
explained to Dr, Mahalanobis, it is not only my own
plans that I must take into account,

You will find enclosed a copy of the letter I am
sending today to Dr. Mahalanobis,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb
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Dear Dr. Mahalanobis: e uldy F”“EFP. ot
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As you will remembeq? you promised me definite knew&eﬁg
abot LM-{J_-F-O-LLJ .? ¥ LUC.UUL} ot a U.;EJM

Tl et T Wl e dare h ows & vied Judia JALW-f [AY,
-Iad;&éptwiﬂ—@v-arwe%nub—ﬁpri& firgt, Not having received

any communication from you whatever, sbout a week ago I began
to make attempts to get in touch with you through the Indian
Embaesy. Dr., Sundaram has been unable st thile time

to secure any answer to his cable,.

It is now close to the first of May, and I consider that in
_case there are valid reasons for you to delay in notifying
' me, the lesst that you could have done would have been to

write to me explaining these reasons, As this has not been

done, I fear that any arrangements you might mske concern-
ing a trip of mine to Indla would not be convincling enough
to enable me to act with confidence upon them, I therefore

request £ you to gbandon 211 efforts on my behzlf and I

shell teke it for granted 1n all my actions that the trip

to India is off.

You will understand that for me to take a trip to India
involves the fo tunes and affairs of many other people, and
that if T cannot be notified in due time, I must take the

action into my own hends and inform you that I cannot go,
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Brandeils University, Thursday, April 23, 1953,

Dinner at 6 p.m., lecture (2 hours of lecture and discussion) at
7:30 p.m, Accommodeations for the night provided by Brandeis.
Fridey morning conferences with students.

Purposgse of Seminars Series:

To introduce students (the senior class) to some of the
intellectual and moral problems they must face after college, An
attempt to help them apply the knowledge they have acqueired in
college to problems of "the real world." The central issue 1s

the relation between values and conduct,

Method of Operstion of Semlinars:

To provide opportunity for students to meet and talk with
men and women who have dealt with these problems, Leaders will
be those who have combined a working philosophy with a productive
life. They are asked to talk azbout thelr personal development,
answering such questions as:
1. What were the major turning points in your life?
2, What have been some of the moral choices you have had to make?
3. What problems have you feced in translating values and beliefs
into action,
4, What are the possibllities asd for and the limite of produc-
tive £kink living in the fileld of mathematics?



