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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Memo to. Roon 2ty o

Dr. F. Res Reza, Elect. Engineering--Ex. 2530

A native of Iran. Would like to arrange a vieit
for Prof, Wiener in Iran under the auepices of the
government in connectionwith the Indian trip,

Get in touch whi with him as trip plans clarify.

Also, bear in mind the Isrsel-Arab viaa problem,
BE O vt e e o AL Room

7-52-230M MURAN B33478
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NCOMINATIONS FOR NEW OFFICERS

Nominations for new officers
of . L.T. Hillel will be gade at
the sewi- ,n?kiy Student Council
neeting which vill be held on Vied-
nesdsy, #March ll, at b pones o
Crafts Library Lounge of East
Caiapus.

LRUNCH AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

On Sunday ”0“n1ng, ilarch &8,
at 10:20, in the ioore Room, 6-

Z&£l, there will be a brunch for
Hillel members, at which time

noainations faor officers will be
re-opened, ancé final elections

will be held.

ON HITDDLE EASTERN

AFFATERS

CONFERENCE

unden
siinar on the
&OClml, and
the #iddles East.
to organize the Seminar
will hold its first meeting on
sopday, darch 16, at b p.&
thie Tv‘r“ Lounge of the Val

are way b

COﬂﬂittG@

seworial ”d’lglﬁg If you )
interested in this program, but
caﬁvot attend the meeting, pleasse
contact Larry Lewin in Hayden £11,

{'}L.rﬁ LC'LH:‘I}; L‘T

leased to snnounce
14 its next Oneg
3 darch 13, at
Heyden Library

Our guest sprazker at that time
will be Professor: Korbert Wiener,
whose teopic will be “THE FUUCATION
OF £ SCHOLAR." A dizcussion per-
iod will follow Prcofessor Wicner's
talk.

Refreshiments will be served.
friends are very

Yo, ottend;

You and your
cordially invited

WEDNESDAY DISCUSSE
Mzrech 18 a3
Crafts Lounge

ON GEROUP
&

The next discussion group
topic will be "THE HBISTORICAL BACK-
ANE STIGNIFTICANCE EEFIRAHD
(Sefirah is the observance of a 7

week period between Peszch and
Shevaoth during vhich the Onmer is
counted, and wedéings and festiv-

ities are nob neld,.

STULENTS WHO WILL EE ON THE CAMPUS
DURIRG SPRING VACATION ANDY WISH TC
ATTENT* THE PASSOVER SFTER £RE ASK-
EL: TO CALL THE HILLEL OFFICE,

TROVEERIIGE 68 - Z894.




CERCLE A'ETUDES CYBERNETIQUES

Monsieur et cher Collégue,

Nous avons 1'honneur de vous annoncer cue notre pro-
chaine réunion aura lieu 1le

Samedi 7 février 1953, & I7 h.

& 1'Institut d'Histoire des Sciences, I3 rue du Four, Paris
6°), métro Mabillon.

Nous vous prions dtagréer, Monsieur et cher Collégue

]
l'exprewsion de nos sentiments distingués.

PROGRAMME DE LA SEANCE :

" MONDE DES MACHINES ET VOIE TECHNIQUE »
par M. Jaoques LAFITTE

REVUE: "STRUCTURE ET EVOLUTION DES TECHNIQUES" :

La Revue "Structure et Evolution des Teochniques" publie dans
chague numéro une Tubrique consacrée & notre Cercle et un article
sé rapportant aux questions qui nous intéressent. De fagon plus
générale cette publication présente: un Bilan des informations

scientifiques et techniques, des Esquisses de synthéses rationnel-
les, des Confrontations entre techniques et valeurs.

Abonnement pour un an France - 750 franms
Etranger -~ I000 francs

Paris 67 I832, S.E,.T. Assoeiation, 2 rue Mabillon
Paris (6°)

G.C.Pi:

ADHESTONS AU CERCLE

Eerire & S.E.T. C.E,Cyb, 2, rue Mabillon, Paris (6°),







CERCLE A4'ETUDES CYBERNETIQUES

(Set-Cecyb, 2, rue Mabillon, Paris - 6°)

Monsieur et eher Colldgue,

Neus avons l'honneur de veus annonger que les
Membres du Cerole d!'Btudes Cybernétiques sont invités a
venir assilster les

Jeudis I9 et 26 février 1953, a I5 h.,
(Sorbonne, Facultd des Lettres, salle C)

aux

"DEUX LECONS SUR LA LOGIQUE MATHEMATIQUE", de
M. J. RIGUET, Docteur es sciences

I. Introduction & 1'algdbre de Boole.

2. Introduction & la logique des relations.

(Ces Conférences n'dxigent aucune oonnaissance spéeiale
préalable).

Ie Secrétaire
R. VALIEE



Variety Store merchandiser
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192 Lexington Ave., New York 16. N. Y. ¢« MUrray Hill 3-5362

February 2, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Sir:

It'e my hope that you will permit a rank amsteur in the field of electronics
to ask a gquestion which I have difficulty finding the answer to in business
circies. The question concerns the application of electronice to inventory
keeping in the retail operation. I am attempting to apprise retailers of
their stake in the development of electronic merchandising methods, and at
the very root of the article is the problem of inserting information into
the electronic machines with a speed comparsble to their computing pace,

It ie my thought that we mmet project our thinking toward the ideal method

of getting inventory information into the machines at the point of sale without
resorting to punch cards and tapes. In other words, what ideally will be the
methoed for a sales girl to record her sale and have it recorded at once in the
continuous inventory?

My own thought on this subject ieg that ideally this method of inserting
such information must embody the princivples of the "electric eye". At the
gales counter, the clerk would drop or otherwise insert part of the sales
ticket into a machine and the information as to size, coleor, ete. would

be transmitted instanteously to the electronic machires handliing the in-
ventory totals., Thus retzilers would have an accurate, up-to-the-second
record of their complete inventory.

The question I have asked of you probably comes under the heading of a request
for professional advice. And it ie also a probability that you will be reluc-
tant to attempt to answer such an informal request. One further word: I
shall not quote you under any circumstances unless you give me specific per-
misgion to do so.

My thanks in advance for any help you choose to give me.

Very truly yours,

ﬁw%cd é’?‘/ —
Bernard Corri

gan _
FORMERLY SYNDICATE STORE MERCHANDISER / ! /9 /8



EDITORIAL OFFICES

LIFE

TIME & LIFE BUILDING
ROCKEFELLER CENTER
NEW YORK 20

Februsry 2, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Masseachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Permit me to explain to you directly our
view of the outcome of our zssigning Sloan Wilson
to do a close-up of you for LIFE Magazine.

I understend thet Mr. Wilson hass told you
that we rejected the manuscript. e did not do so.
We asked Mr. Wilson for a revision, which is quite &
different thing. We did so because, in our opinion,
the manuseript lacked distinction in writing and, in
general, failed to present its subject matter vividly,
memorably or understandably enough for & lsrge reading
audience. It is possible that you have received a
different impression of our reasons for returning the
menuscript to Mr. Wilson. In any case, I hope you will
acecept my assurance thet this was not done becsuse we
have any preconceptions of what an article should say

about you, but do have stendards that we try to get our

articles to measure up to. These standards have to do
with insight, information and queality of Journalism.

The editors of LIFE sre still anxious to pub-
lish en article about the founder of the science of
Cybernetics, and we hope that we can have your coopera-
tion in having such an article written. At the moment
we have no other author assigned to undertake the piece,
but it would encourage us to know that you would receive
anyone designated by us without prejudice.

iourb 51ncer=l
mllll am gay Gold
Articles Editor

WIG: jf



VICTOR JELENKO
President

MRS. JOSEPH N. ULMAN
Secretary

DR. HORACE E. FLACK
Treasurer

Ezxecutive Committee

C. Keating Bowie, Jr.
Sidney Hollander
Judge Emory H. Niles
Thomas J. S. Waxter

Board Members

Alexander J. Allen

Mrs. Aliece Arrington
William Boucher, III

H. Warren Buckler, Jr.

J. Crossan Cooper, Jr.

Very Rev. Msgr. John J. Daly
Judge Eli Frank

Robert M. Goldman

Dr. Manfred S. Guttmacher
Joseph P. Healy

Dr. G. Lake Imes

Miss Edith L. Lauer

Judge Herman M. Moser
Judge Charles E. Moylan
Howard H. Murphy
Wallace Reidt

Dr. G. Canby Robinson
Moses W. Rosenfeld

Mrs. Anna D. Sanford

Mrs. Clintie W. Kenney

Executive Secretary

National Advisory Commaitiee

Sanford Bates, Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Institutions
and Agencies

James V. Bennett
Director of Federal Prisons

Judge Curtis Bok
Court Common Pleas, Philadelphia

E. R. Cass
General Secretary
The American Prison Association

Charles L. Chute

Executive Director
National Probation and Parole
Association

Austin H. MacCormick
Executive Director
The Osborne Association, Ine.

G. Howland Shaw, President
Industrial Areas Foundation

ULMAN SOCIETY, INC.

Founded 1044 in memory of Judge Joseph N. Ulman of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City to carry on his work for the rehabilitation of young offenders

311 CATHEDRALL STREET
BALTIMORE 1, MARYLAND
MULBERRY_ 5878
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ORIOLE LINE
AMERICA FRANCE LINE

TEL. OPERA 0O5-87
OPERA 89-80

UNITED STATES LINES

10.RUE AUBER, PARIS 9¢

R.C.SEINE 239.575 B

AMERICAN PIONEER LINE

AMERICAN HAMPTON ROADS LINE

TEL. ADDRESS . SEAPOSTES

Februery 2nd 1953,

Sj.r’

Our Paris office hes decided
to publish in the next few months the first
issve of a yearly review which will present
the most advanced activities in the literary,
artistic and scientific fields on both sides

of the Atlantic.

We think it natural beceause of
your exception position in the revelation of
the possibilities of Oybernetics to ask you to
do us the honor of accepting to have your neme
included in the Comittee of Honor of this reviews

no/oc

=



You might be interested to know the
list of the personalities that we have approached
for the different cultural fields to which they
are linked:

Prince Louis de Broglie, Marcel Duchamp, T.S. Fliot,
Etienne Gilson, Julien Huxley, Gabriel Marcel,

Professeur Henri Mondor, Bugene 0'Neil, Jean Pzulhen,
Herbert Read, Bertrznd Russell, James Je Sweeney, Lionello
Venturi, Orson Welles, Thornton Wilder, Frank Lloyd Wrighte

Purthermore, we wonder if you would
condescend to write a short article for this publicatione
Among our contributions in the scientific field, we
will have an article by Louis de Broglie on his
recent coming back to a new determinism in microphysics.
(You must certainly be aware of the definite influence
of Mre Bohms on this position). Mre. Stéphane Lupasco,
who is considered as the most revolutionary man in
logics to day, will summerize the developpement of
Hilbertien logics wp te hig own recent works, and I
am now trying to obtuain an article on the influence
of Carnep and Wittgenstein in the United Statess

I have read with a very great interest
your book, "Cybernetics", and I have thought that
your views on the philosophic implications and epis=
temologic consequences of the pr esent advancement of
Cybernetics would be most interestinge

I have not yet been able to reach Mr. Freymann
but I have been assured that you would be quite at ease
to treat such a subjecte Eowever, I do not wish to
impose anything to youm end I would be very happy if you
would accept to write“d "metacyberneticq" approach.

(The article could be very short: 75 to 100 typewritten
lines would be quite sufficient).

At your disposal to supply you with further
information about the spirit of this review, I beg to
remalin,

Youre very respectfully,

Georges A Mathieus

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Institute of Technology,

Magsachusettse



VirGinia PorLyTecHNIC INSTITUTE

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

BrAcksBuRG, VIRGINIA

February 2, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir

As our school is interested in the automation of production,
I would appreciate a copy of the talk, "The Formal Concepts
of Automatic Production" which you gave at the 1952 ASME
meeting.

Yours very truly

desy

H. C. Sweeny
Instructor

g



CABLE ADDRESS

DUPLICATE INVOICE

UNIVERSITY TRAVEL CO.

TELEPHONE

UTRAV KIRKLAND 7-1650
(HARVARD SQUARE)
18 BRATTLE STREET, CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS
YOUR ORDER NO. ’ OCUR ORDER NO. INVOICE DATE* ‘ INVOICE NO.
Personal 198132 Februsry 2, 16513 A22549
TICKETS ‘—I
Prof, N, ¥Wiener SENT TO

IN

Maseachusetts Institute of Technologpr

TETS, PICKED UP

ACCOUNT Room 2-155 - Massashusette Ave,, LEET
WITH Cambridge, Magse, AT
| . - AT CALL BOX SOUTH STATION ]
NAMES OF ENCLOSED

PERSONS IN
PARTY

PROF, N, WIENER

CALLED FOR

DELIVERED

RMT, 9/277 2:30 p.m_2/2/53 Boston-Chicsgo

SEATS ?2/12?9 12:01 p.m, 2/3/53 Chioago-'l'opeka
One R, T, Eiﬁik ™t, Boaton—Toneka P,

One Air Tkt, Topeka - X, C. -Chlcago 2/5/51

RMT, 2/6802 3:30 p.m, ?/?/53 Chicago-New York
8EAT 1/263 5:00 p,m, 2/6/53 New York-Boston 2/6/5%

Oneway Coach tkt, Chieago-Topeka

Tel,
Agency Fee (on rail only)

TOTAL . - - . - . . - . - . - - - L] - - - . L4 -

15,99
I

101.83
34,27
14,38

1.96
21,15

$207,08

J-T;F;ASE RETURN ONE COPY WITH PAYMENT. ALL BILLS PAYABLE ON PRESENTATION. WE DO NOT SEND MONTHLY STATEMENTS.
.



COPRPY

February 2, 1953

Colonel D,.B, Diehl
Industrial College of the Armed Forces
Weshington, D.C,

Your Ref: SACIC 201
Desr Sir:

I am enclosing a draft of my lecture for delivery on
Tuesday, February 10, My custom is not to read my
lectureg--rather to use my manuscoripte ss the general
orientation of my thoughts., I should be very grateful
if you could look over this manuseript 2nd meske any
suggestions 28 to informstion I have not included which
would be of particular interest to your group.

I shell errive in Weshington on The Federal at 8:20 a.m,
Tuesday morning, February 10, I should be most appre-
cilative if you would have someone meet me, It will

be convenient for me to remsin with you a’ter luncheon
for the seminar you described in your letter, My
flight reservation home will be on the 6:00pm, direct
flight to Boston,

If you care to m=ke some suggestions about my lecture,
I shall look forward to receiving them. Otherwise, I
will bs with you a week hence.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb .



February 2, 1953

Dr. G. Ramaswamy
Komsla Vilas

7%, Rashbehari Avenue
Calcutta 26, India

Dear Dr., Ramaswamy:

Professor Wiener has asked me to send the enclosed
revision to you., The manuscript sent to you on Jan. 26
included an error on the last page, which he has now
corrected. The enclosed page 4 is correct, and you

can substitute 1t for the earlier page 4 which contains
the error,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs., George Baldwin
Seeretary to Prof., Wiener



COPY

February 2, 1953

Mr, Sloan ¥Yilson
8 Harrison Ave.
New Caneen, Connecticut

Degr lr, Wilson:

I thoroughly approve of the course of gonduct you have taken,
and with you 21l luck in placing the article, I enjoyed
very much your vielt here, and I hope that we shall meet
again,

I understand the motives which meke you wish that there be
ne bresk with the Time people, But 1 am afraild that if
they come to me again, I shall be foreed to deny thelr
repreeentetive on interview, Thie is nct only becsuse

of the outgome of vour esssignment. There hecs been 2 very
coneidersble discontent here =4 M.I,.T. in our public
relations department and elsewhere, with the policy of
these people in securing a great deal of cooperstion by
individusls and groups, and then throwing the resulte of
thie cooperation into & coploues wastebasket, N=turelly,
neither the Inetitute nor I wishes to ke in the position
of dictating thelr editorisl policy to them, Buft neither
gan we be in the position of giving them richly of our
somewhat valusble time to no effect whatever, In short,
life has already used up the amount of time which I am
willing to give them for interviews. And I em simply too
busy to give them any more,

Ags 2 matter of fact, I feel that the whole interviewing
geme hze been overdone in my caee, Thlie doeég not apply

to your article, which represents work alresdy accompllished
and which T like. However, you will see for yourself that
this sort of opening up of my personality 1e not something
whiech can be done very often, and that I have as much to
lose a8 to gein by wide publicity. The three men who

have done articles szbout me recently--Fliegers, ¥hitesilde,
and yourself--have teen senslitive, intellligzent men and

very friendly to me, But enough is enough, and what I can



COPRPY

do for a couple of weeks I certainly cannot do for more,

2.

Thank you for your letten ¥With best regards from esll of
ue here,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE 39, MAss,

TGM, Feb. 2

Unfavorable flying conditions have changed
plans., I will arrive Topeka via Santa Fe
Railroad 10:55 p.,m, Tuesday, Feb, 3. Please

have someone meet me and take me to my hotel,

N, W,



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE 39, MAss.
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Arrangements for Topeka-ffip: -’ :
Tuesday, Feb, '3,

Lv. Bastan {é-efée noon, ,a.rr'..' N. ¥, |2:05
Amer, F., 303,

v, NJY, 1:30 p.m;, arr. Kansas City 6:30 ﬁ.m.
TWA Fl1. 59,
(Stops St. Louils)

Lv, Kansap City 7:50 p.m., arr, Topeka 8:30,
TWA 469 -

Wednesday, Feb. 4,

Lecture, p.m.

Thursday, Feb, 5. @
& ﬂJ@eu. ~aw. €.C. T

TWwh 2¥- 30 o
. k. 94 qm. am ,_;E'?ﬂ-;,_, Boriva Na g -
TR 7% ,_r{f_ o | y
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Lv. Topeka
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Possible train conrections:

'LVf-N r¥1-6-pfm-r—Menda¥1— Fe b-‘ -‘2"

Lv. Boston via, New England States, 2 30 Pem.
Monday, Feb. 2,
Arr, Chicago 8120 a.m.,‘Tuesday, Feb. 3.

Lv. Chicago 12:00 p m, , arr Topeka 10:55 p.m,,
Tuesda, Feb, 3. M, & XM .



Monday, Feb, 2,

Lv. Boston via The New England Stetes, 2:30 p.m,
Car Roomette No.

o S —

Tuesday, Feb, 3,
Arr, Chicago 8:20 &a.m,

Lv. Chicago,12:01 p.m., Arr., Topeka 10:55 p.m.
via Santa Fe,

Hotel in Topeka 1s

Wednesday, Feb, 4,

B.E. Booth, Director of Professional Eduation
Winter Veterans Hospltal

lecture in the evening,

Thursday, Feb, 5.

Lv. Topeka 8:43 a.,m,, arr. Kansas City 9:09 a.m,
via TWA Flight No, 382,

Iv. Kansae City 9:40 a.m,, arr. Chlcago 11:30 a.m
via TWA Flight No. 472,

Lv. Chicago 3:30 p.m. via Commodore Vanderbllt
(advance section) N.Y. Central

Friday, Feb, 6,
Arr. New York 9:00 g.m.,
12:30, luncheon with Mr. Simon

Lv. N.Y. 5:00 p.m. via Merchaents Ltd., arr,
Boston 9:00 p.m.




MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE 39, MAss.

Monday, Feb, 9, 19853:

Lv, Boston, 11:00 p.m, via The Federal
Car No, /). Roomette No, /0

="
|

Tuegday, Feb, 10:

Arr, Washington 8:20 a.,m, You will be met at
the station,

Industrial College of the Armed Forces,

10:30, lecture.

12:30, luncheon at Officers' Club.

1:20-3:C0, seminar on Cyberneties,

Iv. Washington 6:00 p,m, via American Fl, No, 364,
arr, Boston 8:02, Dinner served aboard,

(If the weather cencels your flight, The Federal,
leaving Union Station at 10:45, will arrive in
Boston at about 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Feb., 11,)

Reer Adm. W,M, Hague, USN, Commendant of the Ind,
College of the Armed Forces.

Colonel D,B, Diehl, Chief of Production Branch,
Ind, Coll, of the Armed Forces,



Monday, Feb, 9, 1853:

Lv. Boston, 11:00 p.m. via The Federal
Car No, Roomette No,

Tuegds Feb 02

Arr, Washington 8:20 a.m, You will be met at
the eteation,

Industrial College of the Armed Forces,

10:30, lecture.

12:30, luncheon at Officers' Club.

1:30-3:00, seminar on Cybernetles,

Lv. Washington 6:00 p.m. via American Fl, No, 364,
arr. Boston £:02, Dinner served aboard.

(If the weather cencels your flight, The Federal,
leaving Union Stztion at 10:45, will errive in
Boston at about B8:30 2.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11.)

Rear Adm. W, M, Hegue, USN, Commandant of the Ind.
College of the Armed Forces,

Colonel D.B. Diehl, Chief of Production Branch,
Ind. Coll, of the Armed Forces,



8, Wood Lane,
Iver Heath, Bucks.
Engl and
Profegsor Norbert Wiener, 3rd February, 1953,
MeleTe, Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Sir,
Guided Weapons
Self-aligning Daybooks

In my view the problem of allgning into ledger sequence the
items of any commercial daybook 1s analogous to the problem of
feeding information into a weapon seeking its target. In the
dazbook we can code or reference the items with three numerals and
" (gay 3x4 or 12) diglts; with the gulded weapon we have "N
positions in three dimensions. The space patisrn of the daybook
can be converted into a voltage-time distribution and the flow of
information can be automatically switched by advance lnformation =
which also switches the motor feeding the copy record at the
effector end of the communication channel. Further detalls are
given in my Patent Specification (British) 4397/51.

I have been unable to elicity any interest in this
conservative country and remembering our dilsoussion after a
R.5.5. meeting in London it occurred to me that you might know
of somebody in the States willing to sponsor a prototype facsimile
aparatus with automatic switching. I sent my patent specification
lagt May to Remington Rand in the States and they wrote recently
that they are still considering the matter,

Yours sincerely,

,—-—_"'-_-_._t o




RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
The State University of New Jersey

NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

February 3, 1953 \

55

Dr. Norbert Wiener _ B AN
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wieners:

We are very pleased to learn that the evening of Monday,
March 9th is convenient for you to speak before the student body
of Rutgers University and we are looking forward to meeting you
at that time,

We would like to have you as our guest at dinner rrior to
your talk which is scheduled for &:30 p.m, This dinner will be
held in the faculty dining room of the University Commons at
6:15 p.m.

May we inquire as to your arrangements for traveling to New
Brunswick, and if by train whether you would like us to meet you
at the station?

In order that we may publicigze your talk sufficiently, we

hope that you will be able to send us your topic title at least
two weeks prior to the scheduled date of your appearance.

Very sincerely yours,

William E. Jeney 2/
Lecture Series Committee

L and 19 575)
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electronics

-JDESIGN'PHDDUCTIEIN'

(

ESTABLISHED 1930 BY McGRAW-HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. + McGRAW-HILL BUILDING * 330 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

February 3, 1953

Mr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathemsatics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am delighted that you will do us the review of Dr. Ashby's
book. It is already on its wey to you.

In light of the interest and velue in this subject, I
suggest that you do not limit yourself in any way in writing
the review.

Sincerely,

4=

Keith Henney
Editoriasl Director
kh/mj



RoBeERT E. LENZ
1700 SOUTH SECOND STREET
Saint Louis

February 3, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Your article entitled "The Future of Automatic
Machinery," which appeared in the February issue
of Mechanical Englineering, was one of the clear-
est discussions I have ever read on the place of
man in industry.

I wonder if you have an extra copy which you
could send me?

Yours very truly

&

Robert E. Lenz

/181



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
2 EAST 103 STREET, NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 6-8200

February 4th 1953

Dear Norbert:

I now have Had a chance
to read your paper "Problems of Org-
anization." I like it thoroughly.
I liked in particular your comment
on page 7 on the psychological com-
plications of paresis. Your illus-
trations on page 9 of my manuscript
are excellent. Incidentally, have &P g
you caught the error on line 5, Y et
where I think you intended "pooled"
where it 15/“pulled"'f
You are very generous
to credit me with some portion of
the inspiration which illumines
this paper., I wish I could have
been there to hear you deliver it.
In a2 few days I shall send you my
manuscript "Sophocles contra FPreud."
As a classics scholar, I think you
will enjoy it.

My very best to you.

Iago Galal,) M.D,

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Massabusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

16/ewp



Lokyo Institute of +echnology
Oh-okayama, Meguroku
+okyo, Japan

February 4,1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts lnstitute of lechnolozgy
Cambrdige 39, Mass.

e 8 A

Dear Professor Wiener:

It is indeed generous of you to plead my case and the
case of lMisuzu shobo so that we may secure the trans-
lation rights of Cybernetics. We are very happy in the
hands of the highest authorities. &very one here is
very anxious to find out what will be revealed in your
autobiography.

#ith best wishes and deep appreciation,

oincerely yours,

S Hear

ohikao Ikehara

e
-v’\
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SCHEDULE FOR DR. NORBERT WIENER

February 4, 1953

Appointment with Dr, B. E. Boothe, Director of
Professional Education, WVAH, T-10.

Appointment with Dr., Gardner Murphy, Director of
Research, Menninger Foundation.

Appointment with Dr. George Deversux, Uirector of
Research, WVAH, T-10.

Conference with WVAH Psychology Staff Members,
Dr, Willism C, Hallow, Chief Psychologist, WVAH,
A=d,

Lunch with Dr, Alfred Plaut, Chief of Pathological
Service, A=4,

Administrative Staff Conference, Acute NP Section,
Dr. Herbert Xlemmer, Section Chief, WVAH, T=147.

Conference, Continued Treatment C Section, Dr.
Frank Merker, Section Chief, C-2,

Dinner with Dr., Hallow, Dr. Klemmer, and Dr, John
Chotlos.

Forum, "Problems of Organization," Hawley Auditorium,
WVAH.



SLOAN WILSON
8 HARRISON AVENUE
NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT

Feb, 5,1953

Uear Dr, wipngr;

I can't tell you how much your fine letters have meant to
me, I've been fighting cuite a battle here, but I don't feel as though I'm
fichting your battle -=- I feel as though I'm fighting my own, Meeting you
has done me a lot of good. I see a lot of things more clearly than ever
before, e

The New Yorker returned my biographical sketch of you with
a rather embarrassed note which said it is, in their opinion, "a good piece
of work", but they'd rather write you up themselvese This amuses me, I've
turned the piece over to Norman Cousins, edifor of The Saturday Review, Norm
is a friemd of mine, and can be counted on to do the piece justice if he
publishes it at alle I told him about it over the telephone, and he was
enthusiastic, so I have hopes, although I of course can't be sure,

Ihere is one benefit to all this, although a minor onee The
various magazines concerned certainly will know your autobiography exists, and
in my opinion, it will be impossible for them to take amy bad cracks at it ==
it's simply too honest a book,

I am terribly embarrassed about having taken up so much
of your time, and for this reason am going to try my best to get the piece
published in just the form you prefer, fegardless of what happens, I frankly
feel that meeting you was a great privilege -- one that I will always
remember with pleasure,

Please give my best regords to Mann and that psychiatrist
with whom we had dinner, JL‘Imf.«.;\r were more right about a lot of things than I,
T can't understand why LIFE published the first piece I did for them, a
couple of years ago, Come to think of it, however, it was a piece
which severely criticized colleges -- teacher colleges, but colleges, just
the same, It would be zbsurd to say that the magazine is against colleges,
but €L can't help feeling they just lowe criticism and baulk at praise of
anythingg except things they feel to be an image of themselvese

Frankly, I agree with your sentiments on interviews, You
stand to gain so little, and you risk so much -- and give so muche Tt just
isn't faire In saying this I am embarrassed by the thought that the fewer
interviews you give, the more valusble my piece is -- it was becsuse of this
fact,and the wish not to capitalize on it, that I tried not to stand in the



SLOAN WILSON
8 HARRISON AVENUE
NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT

way of more interviews, But having acknowledged my self-interest, It1l
still add that I agree with you -~ with the inberviewers, you have to
gemble on an honest reporter and a whole set of honest editorse I don't

say such things don't exist, but it's quite a gamble, ard with very
little in it for youe

What do you bet LIFE runs the piece on automatic factories

to make up for their sins? I hope they dog and I hope they do a good
jOb of ito

Best regards,

-

S
Sloan Wilson



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

HOSPITAL
TorPEKA, KANSAS

‘ebruery 6, 1853

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Depertment of Msthems

v S P I T N amrye S
Your visit is discussed with much plessure by the staff,
by Dr. Menninger, who thinks you msy

disease and homeostesis., He rerrets

o
m
e
=
ot
Q

of your photograph, taken in the Medical Tllustre-

inclosed, too, is

tion Leboratory,

Sincerely yours,

s L L

A o :)‘ /")J%

B. E. BCOTHE

Director of Professionsl

Educetion

An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether
C, XC, K, N, V, or H. 1fsuch file number is unknown, service or serial number should be given.



THE HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

LAWRENCE HALL, KIRKLAND STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Joun J. O'Newwr, Chairman
Barsara C. Ayres
WirLarp W. Hartue
Marvin W. Herrick
RoBerT S. IRELAND

LowszLL S. Levin

Groria F. LErpErRMAN

S. EarLE RicHARrDS

Rorert A. ScorFieLp
Henrierra T. Smita
Maurice M. TATsuoka
Roeert G. TEMPLETON
NorMman L. THoBURN
Kennera M. WiLson
Doromy A. Jounson, Sec’y

February 6, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics ;
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiemner:

I have been told by our book review editor Mr. Templeton that
you hadk consented to review Dr. Donant's recent publication, Modern
Science and Modern Man. In checking over the manuscripté for the
Winter issue before sending them to the printer, I note that your
paper has not yet been received.

The BEditorial Board of the REVIEW is quite interested in hawing
your opinion on this publication. We hope that you will find it con-

venient to send your manuscript before the February 1l4th deadline for
the Winter issue.

Thank you for any consideration you may have given this matter

so far.
Sincerely yours, .
John JJ~Y0'FNeill
Chairman, Editorial Board
JJ0: J
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Prof. Nobert Wiener,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge 39, Mass. Febr. 7, 1953,

Dear Prof. Nobert Wiener

Excuse me, sir, for wrinting to your in an abrupt
way like this, but I am very glad to have the honour to
do so.
When a book of the "Cybernetics" one of your excellent
works, got to my hand, it deeply impressed me as simply
wonderful, and urged me to continue to read. This work of

yours also convinced me of its being the only way to quality =

this science to rank the samelyith those modern sciences
which require almost superhuman precision.

A belief took root in my mind that those theories such

as "Information Theory", "Prediction Theory", and"Feed-back

Theory" are exactly the ones meeting the requirements of to-:

day. I introduced your work to the members of Tokyo
University Mathematicians' conversazione in December,
1951, for they had not been paying much attention to this
work of yours.

It has been reported since then that the Information
Theory found its application in the field of statistics,
and I have read in the Znnals of Mathematical Statistics
Mr. S. S. Kullback's thesis on its application. I have
learnt that Blanc-Lapierre had expanded the "Prediction
Theory", which I conceive to concern itself with the
problem of time-series,As to the "Feed-back Theory",
you explain it with many helpful ildustrations, but I
would like to know if there is any recent development of
mathematical theory on the Feed-back Operator. Please be
kind enough to let me know. I contemplated the matter from
various viewpoints, but it seems to me that the relation
of this Operator to the known operators is non-linear,
and difficult to lay down as a formula. I hope you have
already got the solution of this problem. As it is
indispensable with the study of an automatie mechanism to
Btudy it mathematically. By the way, hearing of "La Cyberne-
tiques" being published in Frence, I ordered for them. I
would liketo know what is going on in Germany.

"The Human Use of Human Beings",one of your books for
enlightening the mass is, I presumed a fruely enlightening
to those people in general who are not acquainted with
mathematics or physics.

I should esteem it a great favour if you permit me to
have the honour of translating this book into Japanese, for
I deem the translation worth trying for raising the
cultural standard of my contemporarces, as well as for
widening and deepening their Weltanschauung.

I am going to make a synthetic introduction of the
Cybernetics in the Sugaku (or Mathematics), the organ of
Japanese Mathematical Society, at the suggestion of Dr.
Iyanaga, S. , professor of Tokyo University, to whom I.am
greatly indebted. But to my great regret and embarrasment,
I have few reference books which I can avail myself of, to
to prepare for the introduction. Even C. I. E. Library does
not provide me., Would you mind suggesting some? I should
be greatly favoured if you were to show me something
useful to my work, nvwwLQ//ﬁ/j

ool
Yours sincerely, tgqu?u%¢¢?‘ T. Hatori

A e el A s
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T. Hatori
Mathematical Institute

Liberal arts University of Tokyo
8, Takehaya-cho, Bunkyo-ku
Tokyo, Japan.

Professor N. Wiener AIR LETTER

Massachusetts Institute of Techonology
77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge 39, Mass.
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CABLE "AMPHYSICS"

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS

57 East 55 Street, New York 22, N. Y. e ElLdorado 5-5850

February 9, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We have your article entitled "Optics and Theory of

Stohastic Processes" for publication in the JOURNAL

OF THE OPTICAL SOCIETY. We have not yet received an

abstract which the editor requested you to send. o /

I notice that in the article you have used A;andfk:-d-hs‘ #
The printer has the former but not the lattér. é;ﬁ?r ol
you suggest some substitution? 5 ‘

Yours sincerely,

1 o = '
Ji&%ﬁ:;%y 0 m"”quwyfi——w-“‘ ¢
pS
Ruth F. Bryans g
Publications Manager
RFB:s
ce: Dr. Wallace R. Brode

Member Societies: American Physical Society * Optical Society of America * Acoustical Society of America ® Seciety of Rheclogy ® American Assn. of Physics Teachers



B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATION

5 BRYANT STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETT S

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  SIMMONS COLLEGE TUFTS COLLEGE JACKSON COLLEGE

TRowbridge 6-3894

RABBI HERMAN POLLACK
Director

JUDITH ALPER
Assistant February 9, 1953

53 Cedar Road
Belmont, Massachusetts
Dear Dr, Wiener,
This is to confirm your speaking engagement with the MIT Hillel
Foundation on Friday evening, March 13, 1953, at 8:30. The pro-
gram will be held in the Faculty Lounge of Hayden Library.
Ks you may know, your talk will be the major part of an Oneg
Shabbet, We understend thet your topie is "The Education of a
Scholar.,"
We are looking forward very eagerly to heving you with us.
Sincerely yours,
7 2 .
/Ckaﬂuuagcéuak
Secretary, MIT Hillel

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS AND COUNSELLING ACTIVITIES AMONG JEWISH STUDENTS IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES
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WILLSEA WORKS

Machinery Builders Since 1840

BAker 6848

371 Saint Paul Street

Professor Norbert Wiener Rochester 5, New York
Massschusetts Institute Of Technology

Cambridge Massschusetts February 9 1953
Desr Sir,

One of my most vivid memorlies of M. I. T. 1s the talks on
& wide ranpge of subjects you often gave in your classes when you
{1lustrated the role of mathematics. (about 1920)

As & member of the A. S. M, E. I wes delighted to see your
"The Future Cf Automatlc Machinery'!  Your reference to Adam wes &
good measure of the depth of your understanding. Perhaps you &re
also thinking of Ezekiel 16 49, "Behold this wes the iniquity of thy
gsister Sé6dom, pride, fulness of breed, and ebundance of ldleness,

neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy."  These
Iniquities have &galn evelved so suddenly 1in recent years that I find
'Adam's curse' a most compelling subject. Have you consldered elso

mathematically that these sudden feverish accelerations imply an
essymptote rather than a cycle?

Cordlally,
~

q_':-:) : e - oy e AN e S~

Jasper Willsea XVZ2 '23

-

Madeup Case Printers Avutomatic Chucking Lathes Paper Conditioning Machines
Flat Case Printers Slug Cutoff Machines Drying Ovens
Multicolor Wood Printers Centrifugal Extractors Heating Ovens

Machinery Designed And Built To Order



February 9, 1963

Dr, B.E. Boothe

DPirector of Professional Fducastinn
Veterans Administreztion Tospltal
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Dr., Boothe:

I enjoyed my trip to Topeka very much, sand I liked the group
of people I met, But I muet make one or two protests con-
cerning the way the matter was handled,

First, the sum of money you have pald me allows me only

$50 above the actual expenses of the trip. It is perfectly:
true that I came by train rather then by airplane, but my
chief purpose in doing so was to assure that in this winter
period I should be cresont to meet my engagements, I under-
stand that the government is willing to pay only upper berth
expenges, But i wish you to reallze that I am not a young
man and muet conserve my health by travellinz in comfort.
Under the elrcumstences, I shall have to avold in the future
engagements which come under government regulations in the
matter of wouchers, and hence I will not be sble at a later
time to renew my contact with you in Topeka,

Second, the number of engagements which were mesde for me 1in
Topeks on Wednesday, Februsry 4, constituted a2 gruellng

end exhsusting progrem, It is not something which I cen
repeat., T am afrsid thet any further contacts you may wish
to meke with me must be mrde here in Cambridge at M.I.T. end
on my own terms,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



February &, 19563

-

¥r, Bernard Corrigan
Variety 3tore Meprchandiser
192 lexington Avenue

New York i6, New York

Dear ¥r, Oorrigant

You are right that the queetions you ralse in your
letter of ﬁébruary 2 amownt to & reguest for profes-
sional sdvige, And I regret that the pregsure of
my aglentific work iz so heavy thai I am forged to

turn dowm all sugh reruests,

Plezse undersiand that my refusal reflecte neclther

a fovorahle nor an unfavorsble appraisal of your
particular problem, It is simply one of ths devices
to which I have had to resort to conserve my energy
for ay own work,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hv



COPY

February 9, 1953

Mr, William Jay Cold
Artiocles Fditor, Life
Time and Life Building
Rogkefeller Center
New York 20, New York

Dear Mr, Gold:

I understand from your letter that you do not find the
article about me by ¥r. Slosn ¥ileon sultable for publica-
tion in life. The oroblem of an intensely personal inter-
view llke thile ies alwaye difficult, and the article which
¥r, Wilson produced was understanding and--from my point of
view--gultable for publication, 1 do not presume to suggest
to you standardas for your periodical, But when you request
thet I acein submit myeelf to interviewing by & representa-
tive of life, 1 must tell you very frankly thst I have
devoted to your periodiecsl 211 the time which T can devote
to 1t for 2 considerable period,

Mr, Wilson did = very hard week's work, but whzt you may
not be aware of is that I did a very hard week's work, too.
The problem of giving an honest interview to 2 journalist
is not merely the negative one of not telling him lies, but
the very positive one of trying to come into sctive repport
with him. This took 2 week of my time a%t a period at which
I am hard pressed to do my own work and %o carry out a
pPogram of lecturing.

Thie 18 the third time thet I have gpent a conslderable
amount of effort on sn interview solicited by Life, not one
word of which has apresred in print., I sm far from beling
alone in my annoyance =%t the amount of futile work thet
eclentiats and other people are expected to do at the
faintest beckoninz of your perilodiczl. Your own editorial
polliey ie, of course, your own businees; but the amount of
time I am willling to devote to you ie emphaticelly my busi-
ness,

There 1s no personal resentment in thie letter, Your letter
to me was completely courteoue, and the reporte I have con-
cerning your own work are such as to put me in a friendly
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state of mind, But I am 2 tired men, and & very heavily
worked men, Furthermore I am surfeited with publiecity,
and 1f the technique of getting publicity interferes with
my real function in 1life or with my health, 1t ies surely
the publicity that must go by the board. Just put your-
self in my place,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Yiener

hb



February 9, 1953

Mr., William J=y Gold
Articles Fditor, Life
Time and Life Building
Rockefeller Center

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr. Gold:

I understand from your letter that you do not find the
erticle about me by ¥r, 3loan #ileon suitable for publlca-
tion in Life., The problem of an intensely personal inter-
view like this is always difficult, and the srticle which
My, Wilson produced was understaniing and--from my point of
view--gulteble for publication, I do not presume to suggest
to you standards for your periodical. But when you request
that I azein submit ayself to interviewing by & representa-
tive of Life, T must tell you very frankly that I have
devoted %o your periodical =211 the time which I can devote
t> it for 2 considersble period,

Mr, Wilson did 2 very herd week's work, but what you may
not be awere of 1s that I did a very hard week's work, too.
The problem of giving an honeet interview to a journalist
1s not merely the negative one of not telling him lies, but
the very posltive one of tryinz to come into active raprort
with him, This took a2 week of my time at a perliod at which
I am hard pressed to do my own work and to carry out a
program of lecturing,

This 1s the third time thet I have spent a consider=sble
amount of effort on 2n interview solicited by lLife, not one
word of which has spoesred in print, I am far from being
alone in my annoyance 2t the amount of futile work thst
scientiasts and other people are expected to do 2t the
falntest beckoning of your perlodical. Your own editorisl
ncliey 1ig, of course, your own businese; but the amount of
time I am willing to devote to you ie emphatically my busi-
ness,

There is no persona! resentment in this letter. Your letter
to me was completely courteous, and the reports I have con-
cerning your own work are such as to put me in a friendly
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etate of mind, But T e2m a tired men, and a very heavily
worked man, TFurthermore I am surfelited with publieity,

and if the techniaque of getting publicity interferee with
my real function in 1life or with my health, it is eurely

the publicity that must go by the board. Just put your-
self in my place.

Sincerely yours,

NMorbert YWiener
hb



February 9, 19563

Mr, Willlam E, Jeney, Jr.
Lecture Series Committee
Rutgera University

New Brunswick, New Jergey

Dear Mr. Jeney:

I eam looking forwerd very much to my evening with you at
Rutgers,

Your plans for dinner are satisfactory with me. I sghall
probably drive to New Brunswick with my wife, and hence 1t
will not be necessary for you to nlan to meet me, The
title of my talk will be sent within the next week or so.

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Yiener

hb



February 9, 19563

Mr, David Lasser

International Union of Electrical, Resdio
and Machine Workers

734 Fifteenth 8t., N.W,

Washington 5, D.C.

Dear Mr, Llesser:

I shall be delighted to see you any tlme you are 1ln New
England, and I hope your travels will bring you here
soon.

Ag you are discovering, there is an increasing amount

of material being printed about the social implicstions
of the automatic factory. My book, The Human Use of
Human Beings (Houghton Mifflin and Co.,, 1950),deals with
the subjecti in the broad framework of the "second indus-
trial revolution,” I gave = paper at the December meet-
ing of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
which has been printed in the February lssue of Mechani-
gal Engineering under the title, "The Future of Automatic
Machinery, In the past two monthe, two articles have
apveared in the press sbout my work, One, by Mr. Serge
Fliegers, was published by The American Mecrcury in 1ts
Januzry iaesue, The other, by Mr, Thomse Aniteside, was
carried by This Yeek on Januery 7, 195Z,

I hope these references will be helpful, But more help-
ful would be the conversation in my of "ice when you are
next in the Cambridge vicinity.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hb



February 9, 1953

M, Georgee A, Mathieu
Jnitea Statee Lines
10, Rue Auber

Paris IX, Freance

Dear 3ir:

1 shall be glad to contribute a short paper on
Cybernetics for your review, but I must ask that you
will not expegt to receive my paper for two or three
more weeke., I am at present so busy that I eould
1ot poegeibly squeeze in another projeet. But my
work will be lighter three weeks hence, and I ghall
zet to your request then, I hope you can permit me
this delay--if not, you had best count me out,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wienesr

hb



February 9, 1953

Dr. Artur Moreira de Sa
Fagulty of letters
University of Lisbon
Lisbon, Portugsal

Dear Sir:

I have asked my secretary to prepare a partial 1ist of
material on COybernetics. I shall have her lnglude a
notation about the Prench edition of my book, The Humnan
Use of Human Beinge, which is a more popular treatment
of Cybernetics.,

Unfortunately, few reprints of my articles are available,
Thoee which I wrote in collaboration with Dr, Roseanblueth
are avallable from Dr, Rosenblueth, at the Instituto®Nacl-
onal de Cardiolcgla, Calvada de la Piedad, 30C, Mexico D.F,,
Mexico,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



Selecgted articles by Norbert Wiener on Cybernetics.

Prepared for Dr, Artur Moreéira, Fac. of Letters, University
of Lisbon, Portugsal.

February 9, 1953,

with A, Roeenblueth and J. Bigelow, "Behavior, Purpose
ard Telzology," Philosophy of Science. Vol, 10, No. 1,
Jan, 1943,

Wwith A, Reserblueth, "The Role of Models in Sclence,"
Philosoohy of Science, Vol, 12, Neo, 10, Oct, 1945,

"Time, Sommnicstion and the Nervous System," Anngls of
tne New York Academy of Seciences, Vol. 50, Art, 4,
Qct,. 1948,

“Cyoernetice,"”
1948,

Vol, 179, ¥o, 8,

"Zound Communisetion with the Deaf," Phllosophy of Science,

"Oybernetice," Bulletin of the American Academy of Arts
end Sciences, Vol, 3, No. 7, April 1950,

With A. Rosenblueth, "Purposefuvl andéd Non-Purposeful

Behavior," Philosophy of Scienze, Oct, 1250,

The Human Use of Humen Beings. Boston, Houghton Mifflln
and Company, 1950,

(Published in France under the title, Cybernetique
et Societe, by Editions des Deux-Rives, 13 Rue des
Seints-Peres, Paris 6.)



Februsry 8, 1883

Mr. Hermsn Singer
The Call Assoclation, Inec.
303 Fourth Avenue
New York 10, N.Y,

Dear Mr, Singer:

I em very aporeclative of the compliment of your
invitation to share in the &dlscusslon you =re carry-
ing in the psges of The Call, I fear, however, that
T maet turn ycou down, T &m losded up with more thsn
a2 senslble amount of lecturing and writing for the
coming term, end my teaching and eclentifiec work keep
me inordinately busy anyway.

I am sorry to turn you down, for your subject is of
very grest interest to me, Perhaps later on I shall
have more time,

Sincerely yocurs,

Norbert Wiener

hb
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Februasry 9, 1953

. Blaks M, Yalker
114 YMew Tawpshire Avenue
Silver Buring, Maryland

Dear LU. ¥alker:

Thenk you for your recent letter, and your expression
of lnterest 1n my books and work.

You are rlght that the inersasing sutomatization of
industry must recelve the attention of thoughtful

men in industry. Many oeople are thinXing about it.

I partisipeted in a meeting held by ths Amsrlcan
Sogiety of Meshanieal Engineers in Decamber where the
problems wers dlscusesd, My paper haes been priated in
the F2bemary lssue of Meghanlaal Enainsering, %o which
you mmy have access,

I should 1like to be azble to offer my direect help to you
in dringing these problems to the attention of your
associates in Detroit. But unfortunztely my time is
very full 2nd my correspondence very heavy, and the best
I can do 1s to encourage you in your own awareness of
the problems of automatization.

Singerely yours,

Norbert Wieney

hb



Februsry 9, 1853

Mr, S8loan Wilson
8 Harrison Avenue
New Canaan, Connecticut

Depr Mr, Wilson:

I hsve recelved a very courteous letter from Gold of lLife,
but I cannot play bsll with the poliey of unlimited demands
on my time which seems to be that of the Luce publications.
My refusal to have anything more to do with Life for the
time beinz ie not a matter of plgue, but simply the fact
that there isn't enouzh of me to go round for both work and
publicity. T am still pleased with your job, and I hope
you can sell 1%, Pleozse don't feel that you nersonslly
have taken excecssively of my time, I am glad enough to do
thlis for you or for a limited number of sincere writers,
But what I cesnnot do 1g¢ to have thls limlted willingness
played up by the publishers in such a way that I can neither
rest nor work,

With beet personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiesner

hb



SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
4} L o publishers
ROOKEFELLER GENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 « TeLEpPHONE Circle 5-6400

February 10, 1953

Mrs. George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof. Wiener
Department of Mathematies -

MIT

Cambridge 39, Mass,

Dear Mrs, Baldwin:
Mr, Simon asked me to write to you for a

gchedule of Professor Wiener's future lecture

dates. This will be used with a view to alerting

local booksellers,

Many thanks,

Sincerely yours,

locy Prsctli o,

Lois Friedlander



The Tity Cullege

CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET

NEW YORK 31, N. Y.

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

February 10, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I wrote to you on October 23, 1952, stating how
happy we were to have you as our fifth lecturer
in the Bicentennial Science Series of the City
College Chemistry Alumni Association,

I also asked you to be good enough to let us
_ =~  have a summary of your address for our Baskerville
s . Chemical Journal - some 2,000 words. Please.
What is your reaction to the title of your ad-
dress: "Some Problems in Cybernetics™, expanded
in general, semi-philosophical termsy

As soon as we hear from you, I'll send you par-
ticulars regarding arrival, hopyl, etc.

Sincerely yours
)J 'TJLCK VO

Benjamin Harrow
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
CONTROL SYSTEMS LABORATORY
URBANA, ILLINOIS

February 10, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:

I have been active, for some time, in
the field of cybernetics, especially as applied to
elementary biologlcal functlons. I am trying to
arrange, for the coming summer, a seminar dealing
with some aspects of cybernetics; I would be very
happy if you would be willing to give us a lecture,
or some lectures. I will be in Cambridge on
Thursday, February 19; will it be possible to see
you then?

Yours sincerely,

£

enry Q astler
HQ/mlk

Ly B



AIR FORCE CAMBRIDGE RESEARCH CENTER

In reply, address: 230 Albany Street
Commanding General Cambridge 39, Mass.
Attn:

1C February 1953

Prof. Norbert Wiener

Mathemstics Department

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Meassachusetts

Dear Prof. Wiener:

Thie letter is to supplement my phone call of last evening, inviting
you to talk at the Symposium on Microwave Optics to be held at the Eaton
Electronic Research Laboratories, McCill University, Momtreal, Canade
on June 22, 23, 2, - 1953,

I can recall that back in the summer of 1941, when you were discussing
with me the problems of Filtering and Prediction, you also pointed out the
suitebility of the Fourier Tremsform technique for solving the opticsl aper-
ture problem. In fact, you indiceted then that it was very desirable for
someone to go through existing opticel theory with this fresh approach.

Subsequently, while at the Radiation Leboratery, 1941-1946, I made
eome progress in this direction, using Fourier Trensforms to analyze the
patterns of directive microwave antennas. My present position, however,
has eallowed little time to extemd this work, but I have always felt that
such methods are of fundamentsl importance. In particuler, I have encouraged
the i1dea that Microwave Optics is an idesl medium in which to combine the
many contributions from the other fields of physics and mathematics.

The Symposium sponsored by the Optical Society of America, in Octcber
of 1952, at which you and Dr. Elias spoke, was an important step in focus-
ing attention on these relationships. This point of view was also stressed
in my peper before the Union Radio Scientific Intermationel, General Assembly
in Sydney, Austrelia in August 1952. (A copy of the sbstract is inclesed
for your information.)

At the URSI meeting, Dr. van der Pol, Chairman of Commission VI, ap-
pointed & Sub-Group to study Microwave Optics with particular reference to
the contributions from the neighboring fields of Fourier Trensformes and
Information Theory. As chairman of the Sub-Group, I have written a letter
to the members describing the status of the study, a copy of which I am
also inclosing.



I hope to talk with you further on this subject, and im particuler
on the desirability of your talking at the MeGill Symposium,

Sincerely yours,

2 Inecl. ROY C. SPENCER, Chief
1l - Australian Abstract Antenna Laborsatory

2 - Ltr. to Sub-Group with
proposed Symp. Program

-
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POSTULATES FERTINENT TO THE DESIGN
\; OF PROCESS CONTROLS IN THE FIELD OF
DYNAMIC MAWAGRNENT.

By Lawrence W. Conant - 10 Feb.'G3.

30L3 OndwosSt.N.W. D.C.—~%
1. Every process is made up of a series of events in time-space.
2., To contrcl a process effectively —— that is, to keep it going
as desired -— feedback must take place. That is, some information about
the series of events taking place must be fed back to the pprsoﬁ‘who wants
the process to te controlled in a certain manner. (Differentiation and transmission)
3. This person then must put the information fed back to him together
with other information he has within himself or available to him (integration)
(differentiation)
and determine what information/to transmit to the proces§,to keep it going
as he wants it to go.
i, Fe must then transmit this“imnroving'&nformatinn to the process.
5

7. To keep the process going asdesired, the above-described series

of controlling events (the control process as distinguished from the

orizinal process being controlled) must be repeated at intervals such

that the process being controlled will keep on going substantially as
desired.

6. Everv control process operates within certain limits of
#information improbability" (the equivalent of "temperature" in the field
of heat).

7. Everv eontrol process also operates within certazin limits of
nerative entropy, or degree of organization (corresponding to t he degree
of disorganization, or entropy, in the field of heat) of the information
transmitted to control the process in Question.

8. If we could measure —- or even roughly estimate —- items 6. and 7.
for some of our control devices, we could diagram them (as we diagram the
temperature-entropy characteristies of encines) and we wonld then see why

they work, or fail to work, in practice.

* Ty atao be e ot K Pha Taching e atomalically coidiolled .



February 10, 1953

My, H,C, Sweeny

Dept. of Industrial Engineering
Virginls Polytechnic Institute
Blacksburg, Virginia

Dear Mr, Sweeny:

Professor Wiener has ssked me to reply to your regent
letter and your recuest for a copy of his talk at the
Annual Meeting of the ASME, The program of that meet
ing was 2 bit mleleading, in thet Profesgor Wiener
dld not give a paper bearing the title you mention,

He did speak on the subject of the formal concepts of
automatic production, but his talk was informal and
not in manuseript form,

The paper which he did read is entitled "'he Future of
Automatic Machinery,"and I shall encloese a copy in
the hope that it may be of interest to you,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Sec. to Prof, Wiener



