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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK
INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

22l West 57th Street

December 12, 1952

My dear Mr, Mattill:

This will verify our telephone conversation of
this date concerning a recording in French by Dr. Norbert
Wiener.

The French Service of the Voice of America is
preparing a speclal news roundup of the year 1952,
Outstanding leaders are being contacted for statements
concerning advencements in thelr particular field.

We feel that Dr. Wiener as en outstanding mathematician
and scientist would be very useful on this program.
Would you ask the doctor to make & brief statement in
French in which he would relate the advances made in
science during 1952 end prospects for 195337 If agree=-
able to the doctor, please have him meke some reference
to technological and engineering advances.

Please record on tape at 7% or 15" per second end
forward to me as soon &8 possible. Our deadline for
this tepe is Friday, December 19. Upon receipt of your
tepe, I will immediately send you a replacement,

In the event Dr, Wiener is unable to glve us this
statement, would you kindly let me know as soon as
possible as we will heve to meke arrangements to obtain
the statement from another outstanding scientist,

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,;? f?fi?

// / /]

International Radio Prograem Division

Mr. John Mattill
Department of Public Relations
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,



THE HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

LAWRENCE HALL, KIRKLAND STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Jonuw J. O'NE1LL, Chairman
Barsara C. AYRES
WiLrLarp W. HarTUup
Marvin W. Herrick
RoBerT S. IRELAND

Lowerr S. Levin

Groria F. LEIDERMAN

December 12, 1952

Doctor Norbert Weiner

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Weiner:

S. EarLe Ricuarps

Rogert A. ScorFieELp
Henrierta T. Smita
Maurice M. TATsuoka
Rorert G. TEMPLETON
NormAN L. THOBURN
Kennera M. WiLson
Dorotuy A. Jounson, Sec’y

When a book of such significance as James B. Conant's
Modern Science and Modern Man is published, it behooves us
to find a reviewer who can do it the justice it deserves.
In view of your experience and thinking in this area, we
are wondering if you would do us the favor of writing a
review of this book for the winter issue of the Review., We
realize that you are extremely busy and that to ask you to
do us this favor,when we can offer you no remuneration but
our appreciation,borders slightly on the presumptuous. But
since this book appears to be particularly challenging, we
do think you might very well be interested in expressing

your views about it.

If you should be interested, we will send you a copy
of the book upon the receipt of your reply. If you are not
in a position to do it, we should appreciate any suggestions
you might care to make as to a possible reviewer.--The
deadline for such a manuscript would be February 14

Sincerely yours,

M&)J) ‘-A L&M{U’ ¥ GA
Robert G. Templeton
Book Review Editor

/I i /}J /’/;-/. a2 7



Degember 12, 1962

Mr, K., W, Clendinning

American Soclety of Mechanical Englneers
29 West 39th Street

New York 18, New York

Deayr Mr, Clendinning:

T heve regeived vour letter of December 10 &p& have
gent a copy of it to Mr, McWilliame together with the
duplicate page proof you sent, It was lndeed thought-
ful of you to send this page prool to me,

You heve been most cooperative in this matter, and I
want to thank you for your courtesyyto ne,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



December 12, 1952

M. Jean Marie Faverge

2/6, Ave, de la Porte du Point du Jour
Paris 16°

France

Dear M. Faverge:

When you talked with Professor Wiener last month,
he sa2id that he would send you a copy of 2 lecture
he was preparing which was of interest to you. I
am sending you thle copy with this letter, You may
keep it.

Profegsor Wiener wishes to send you hls greetings
and to tell you that he enjoyed seeing you very much,

Sincerely yours,

Prs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof. Wiener

hb



December 12, 1952

Mr, S.B. Hitchner

Mageachueetts Chapter of Sigma X1
University of lMesesschusetts
Amheret, Massachusette

Dear My, Hitchner:

Thank you for your kind invitation to szddress your
Sigma X1 Chapter a2t i1ts initiation in April, I shall
be pleased to come to Amherst for this purpose, and
the appangements you sugpest are satlefaclory with me,

I hesltate to suggest el ternatlve detes to April 15
or 18, since you have alresdy plenned your initletion
schedule, But in all franmnaas, the following weekee
April 22 or Z23--would be more convenient for me,

I shall, however, sult your convenience, As to my
preference between the two days, let me say that my
classes meet at MIT at 9:00 a,m, on Wednesdays and
Fridays. Hence, if your meetinge are usually held

at night, Wednesday evening would be good; but if
they are held in the afternoon, Thursday would be
good, I muet allow time to get back from Asherst to
Cembridge in time for my cless.

Get in touch with me agaln in about the middle of
March, and we can make final arrangements about the
detalls. But I shall expect to heer from you in 3
week or so 28 to which date you would nrefer,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb

L Al ) -l'/'!;r’ I.f" 77/



Degember 12, 1952

¥r, Cerey MeWillliams

Editorial Director, The Nation
20 Veeey Street

New York 7, N.X,

Dear ¥r, MeWilllisms:

I enclose & copy of the letter I recelved thie morn-
ing from the editor of Me nigal Engineer T
asgume that if you decide to publieh this naper, you

will follow his wishes in the matter of credlt,

¥p, Clendinning asked me to insert some centerheads
t> break up the solid pages, These are msrked on
the engloeed page proofs -- you may use them, ignore
them, or insert your own if you like, If there are
other minor changes you would llke to make in the
article, feel free to do so within the limitation of
ny meaning,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

b I w
no. ~birfs ot € (ewd the .



U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY
U. S. NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE

NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT IN REPLY REFER TO:

Décember 13, 1962

*ofessor Norbert Wiener
I ment of Mathematics
.assachusets Instituteof Technology

Cambridge, liasss
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Dear Professor Wieners
With some delay I am thanking you for your kindness
in aceepting the possihility of a reference with

+ - T Tre ok P o iy e R \
the Nevy authorities.

In a few days I will be in California and hope to

be able to send you favorable news,
With many than ks once ggead
Sincerely yoursy
fmmmiz e
(Andrew G. Pikler)

Research Psychologist
Sound Section



BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY

WALTHAM 54, MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 15, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

This is & cordial invitation to come to Brandeis University in order to meet
with the Senior Class and to discuss with them some of your experiences and
what working philosophy you have been able to fashion.

This is to be part of a new course, which is conducted by Max Lerner and me,
the experimental phase of which was very successfully undertaken in the second
semester of last year. I don't know of anything that quite parallels this
course. We feel that college education even at its best is fragmented, and
we want to help the seniors pull together the strands of what they have been
learning, and face some of the intellsotual and moral choices they will haxye

to make when they EEf’Eﬁ% of that collegas I am sending along a memorandum
witieH discussSes Hore Tully the hopes amd purposes behind the course.

We are asking some eight or ten men and women who have combined a working

philosophy with a productive life to visit the campus and consult with the
students. 4Among those who have participated in this course have been Leo

Szilard, Lewis Mumford, Margaret lead, Sidney Hook, Alexander Meiklejohn,

Walter White, Alfred Kinsey and Archibald MacLeish.

~ We are eager to have you as one of the visiting consultants this Springe

|1We should like you to spealk about your personal development: the major turning
| Ipoints of your life; the moral choices you have had to make; and the problems
| you have had to face in translating values and beliefs into action.

Our hope is that you can come on some Thursday on which we may be able to
reach agreement if we can get your acceptance in principle. The class meets
on Thursday evenings It would be well if you could stay over for Friday so
that the seniors will be able to talk with you in small groups about some of
their special comcerns. I lmow that this is asking a good deal of you and I
do it only because the students can learn so much more from such direct and
informal discussion than from a single lecture.

We shall be delighted to take care of your accommodations here at the University
and we offer in addition the honorarium which you set. If you find you can

come for only one day, just for Thursday, I am sure we could adjust to your
schedula.

Looking forward to having you with us,
Cordially yours,

TN S

A. L. Sachar
als/sg



danuary 21, 1952

Uemorandum on GENLRAL EDUCATION F: "COMTEI'PORARY LIVIIG"

This is an experimental course in General Education, for the whole senior class, to

run during the second semester. It is intended to help the seniore round out the
outlines of their work during the four years, and apply what they have learned in

their courses to the problems of value and action that lie mhead for them after graduation

Even at its best college education is fragmented, and one of the students® aime in

the senior year should be to get a sense of himsel” us a total person meking intellectu=!
and moral cheices in a pgoing society. The sssumption of the course is that he can do
this best by example, rather than only by precept. To provide him with guchexamples,

we propose to bring to the Brandeis campus a small number of men and women who embody

in their lives and careers & fusion of a working philosophy with an effective and
productive life. Ideaily, they should come not just for a day but two or three deys,

and be available for atudents in small groups who will consult with them and fire
questions at them. But whers the speaker's schedule meles it impossible for him Lo
stay more than a day, we shall have to be content with that.

The total number who will thus visit the campus should be small = no more than sight
or nine, thus allowing for one every two weseks. Theres will be a reguler scheduled
session of two hours betwesn the speaker and the whole senior group, which will allow
a chance for general questioning. In addition there will be s scheduled hour sesszion
of the whole senior group withthe membere of the faculty committes, and a third hour
in which the class will bresk up into four smallsr discussion groups, sach headed by
a faculty member, from one of the four major areas of interest, the hurmenities, the
creative arts, the sciences, and the soclal sciencee. This will average ont %o

three hours, of whish a two hour session sach two weeks will be devoted to a meeting
with the visitor, and the other two hours each wesk to 4 discussion of some of the
ispues and problems that were raised with them, and the light that he shed on them,
There will alsoc be assigned and suppested reading and several esaays during the semester,

The emphasis throughout should be on the poassibilitieas for productive living: for
citizenship in the commuuity, for an effective lif'e in rovernment, labor, business, oy
the professions; for productive work in scisntific or sozial thinking, or creative work
in the arts and in writing; for msture living in the family and in the sommmnity.

This means that the course will not be"problemstic” in the sense of dealing with nationsl
or world problems. Hor will it be another "Graat Issues” or "Greet Ideas" courss,

since both areas have now beesn well canvassed by experimental courses in cther univers ities,
It involvas the basic questions of the students’ choice of values in a resl world, It
involves aisc & mowisdze:or both the limits end possibilities of effective living, and
some insights intot he ways of personal fulfillment. To sn sxtent we can puide the

student by the experience of the past and the life of reason. But best of sll hs can

guide himself by the study of effective modeles and their living philsoc hies.

Since this will mean breaking new rround in teaching, the direction of the courss will
be kept {lexible, and faculty rembers from every brance of the University will have a
hand in shaping it, Prosident Abram L. Sachar and Professor lax Lerner will be in
immediate charge, along with a faculty representative from the sciences, the humanitiss
and the creative arts. At tha end of the year we hope to draw up a summary of ocur
experiences with the ecurse and circulsts it amonpg interested pecple in the other
universitics,



Degember 15, 1852

. David Dietz
Seripps Howard Press
Olevelend, Ohic

Dear Mr, Dietz:

I want to thank you for everything you did laast
week to mzke my Cleveland visit such a2 delightful
gxnerience for me and my wife, I hope that 1t will
not be long until we shall run up against one
another again, Meanwhile, if you ever firnd your-
gelf in Boston or Cambridge, do not fell to get

in touech with us., WYe will have a great deal to
talk over,

With the Season's Greetinge from my wife and me,

8incerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

hb



December 15, 1962

Dean Kerbert €, Hunsaker
Cleveland College

Western Reserve University
Cleveland 14, Ohlo

Dear Dean Hunsaker:

My wife and I wish to thank you for making ow
visit in Cleveland so pleasant. 1In every way,
our trip was a delight. I hope that 1t will
not be long until we can meet agaln, perhape
even in Boston or Cambridge if you ever bring
yourself here,

Plesase give our cordlal greetings to your wife,
ani to others we met in Cleveland.

S8incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener'

hb
Eno.



Professgor Wiener's expenses, Boston to

Cleveland, December 9 and 10:

Plene fare . . . . . « - » » 8 80
Bobal, . .. ¢ & « = s & = # i i §
Meals and taxls. . . . . « 15

$ 106



Degember 15, 1952

Profesgor Webster G, Simon
Weatern Reserve Universlty
Clevelend &, Ohilo

Dear Professor Simon:

My wife and I want to thank you for all you did
to meke our Cleveland vieit euch & delightful
experience for us, We particularly enjoyed the
luncheon we had on Yednegday, and we thank you
for arranging it.

I do hope that we may meet agein soon, If
your duties ever bring yon to Cambrlidge, please
do not fa21l1l to call use,

With the Season's CGreetings,

8incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hdb



D8cémber 15, 19562

Mr. Robert G, Templeton

Book Review Editor

The Harverd Educstional Review
lawrerce Hall, Kirkland Street
Cambridge 38, Mass,

LDegr ¥pr,., Templeton:

I shell be pleased to take on the review of President
Conant's hook, Modern Science and Modern Man. I hope
you can see your way clear to scoepting an essay-review
of the Macaulay type, because I think 1t 1s important
nrot only te ﬂriticize whet President Conant eays
within the frame of his own bosk, but aleo to esay
gométhine sbout the ideas he treats againet the genersl
background of the modern seientific and soolal world.

Flezge let me know if this type of review will meet
your spproval., If it will, I shall look forward to
recelving a copy of the book shortly.

S8incerely yours,

Norbert Yiener

hb






MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

December 17, 1952

Mr, Seymour Haber
Room 2-373

'I' .

Dear Mr. Haber:

The Department Gradu:te Committee has reviewed your
proposal for the general coversge on your oral examinetion for
the doctortte. As we now heve 1t on our records, the pro-
posal as approved is:

() Fourier Trensform and Harmonic Analysis
(b) Methemstical Logic
(e) Measure Theory

with Professor Norbert Wiener as your major advisor and Pro-
fessor Normen Levinson and Dr. John Nash as the other two
sdvisors. ,
You list May, 1953 &s the probable date of your oral
examination., This will be satisfactory, provided you heve
satisfied the langusge requirements by thet time. I suggest
thet you consult Professor Condoyannis of the Modern Lanzusge
Depeartment promptly to meke arrangements for doing this,

Approxime tely one month before you plen to teke the orel,
you should fill out an Applicsation form which is available in
Room 2-263. Under item 7, "Remerks", you should include &
statement of the date you prefer for the examinetion together
with any other pertinent comments,

Will you please consult with your advisors in the neer
future. If there are changes to be made in the program out-
lined above, will you pleeze let me know.

Yours very truly,

G.B. Thomas, Jr.é;%

GRT jr/maf



Degember 17, 19652

The Rev, Dr, C.L. Shelby
PMiret Preshbvterian Church
Nevads and Cedsar

Seymour, Texse

Dear Dr. Shelby:

I am sorry that I do not heve any coples of my Dook,
The Human Use of Fuman Beings, which I can send to
yOu, ? you are unable to find a copy in a publle
library, the best I can do is to suggest that you try
to locate a second-hend copy., The Harvard Book Store,
1248 Massachusette Ave,, Cambridge 28, Macs,, 18
equinred to try to locate second~-hand coples of books
they do not have in stock., I am sure they would be
heppy to help you,

1 appreclate that this will only partlally solve your
problem, for it will reduce the price of the book but
will not eliminate it. Pleace understand that I am
most sympathetic with your aisfortune, but I am not
now=-nor will I be in the future--in = position to send
you a copy of my book,

With good wishes, and an author's thanks for the
compliment you letter cerries, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



Colmmbia Tniversity
inthe City ol AetuPork

[NEW YORK 27, N. Y.]

December 18, 1952

Prof, N, Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Professor Wiener:

As part of our University planning, our committee
is making a study concerning personnel and fields of academic
interest. In an effort to obtain opinions from sources out=-
side our own institution, we are asking a few leaders in
various specialized fields to give us the benefit of their

thinking,

It hes been suggested that you might be willing to
help us by listing on the enclosed form the names of those ten
active men whom you consider to have the most outstanding aca-
demiec ability in your field of specialized interest as noted
on the form. It is not our objective to "rank" individuals,
and therefore it does not matter in what order these names ap-
pear. We are enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope for

your reply.

We would be very grateful for your cooperation in
this matter, and we can assure you that this information will
be held in strict confidence,

Sincerely yours,

WVW
Christopher Mady

Secretary,
University Development Plan Committee



Academic Information

Ten most able active men in the U. S. in the field of

Name

University or other connection

The above list is intended to represent a personal selection of
the 10 active men of greatest academic ability in the United States

in your field (not including those at your present location) together
with their University or other connection.

Date

Signed



GENERAL OFFICE

p-AN.EI_L|T’ INC. 6312 N. BROADWAY

- PLANT
"l 7212 N. CLARK STREET
UE——

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ROGERS PARK 1-1300

PREFABRICATED INSTRUMENT & CONTROL PANELS

December 18, 1952

Dr. Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetis

Dear Dr. Weiners

I would like to add my thanks to the many you have already received for
your wonderful contribution to the Automatic Plant Symposium at the ASME
meeting.

Your comments were of such a stimulating nature that they have provoked
a most wholesome discussion of the whole problem of Automatie Control
and its affect on the eccnomic and social structure. I was particularly
pleased to hear that you feel that the subject is actually receiving
sympathetic consideration by this large group of engineers and I person-
ally have been very gratified to note this tremnd in the last several
years among our professional groups. Whatever tne cause, I sincerely
feel that engineering management is broadening its viewpoint. It must
be gratifying to you to know that your two books on this subject have
exercised a profound influence on the thinking of our group and they

are constantly referred to in the higher level discussions.,

It was a particular pleasure to have lunch with you and to learn of
your interest in the other arts. It would be a privilege to entertain
you in Chicago when something brings you this way. lhank you again for
a very stimulating day.

afs:h



INSTITUTE FOR TH&E UNITY Oi" SCIENCE

American Academy of Arts and _ciences
28 Newoury ostreet
Boston 16, Massachusetts

December 16, 1952

FCh The Cyberne:ics and Communications Group of the Institute for the
Unity of Lcience

FROM: The .teeriny Comimittee

cUBJECT: 1552-1953 Meetinas

The activities of the Cyhernetics and Communications Group of the
Institute for the Unity of Science are having a late start this academic year,
mostly because of the numerous changes in the membership of the Steering Com-
mittee. The Committee hopes that the program which is being prepared for this
year will be sufficiently interesting and stimulating to compensate for the delay in
getting it started. The plans call for one or two meetings per month, dependiny
on circumstances. Four meetings have been scheduled for the moment, as indi-
cated velow. The rest of the meetinss will be announced at a later time.

The Steering Committee has felt that it would be appropriate at this time
to reassess the purposes of the Group and the scope of its activities. A orief
summary of the history of the Group might be of help in this regard.

Prior to World War. II, Norbert Wiener and Arturo Rosenbluech (then
at the Harvard Medical school) led a small discussion group on scientific princi-
ples and methods. The book Cybernetics jrew parily out of these discussions.

After the War, the meetings were re-initiated in somewhat different
form. When Wiener left for France and Mexico in 1951, he su;jested that the
memuoers of the group state basic problems, in their own field of investigation,
which either required some of the concepts of cyvernetics for an adequate method
of approach, or else promised to contribute to the field of cybernetics itself.

Subsequently, it was decided that the ensuing discussions should be
divided into two types: those dealing with basic conceptis, especially the foun-
dations of information theory, and those dealing with applications, especially in
physics, physiology, psychology and linguistics. f£or the discussions of basic
concepis the group was small (about a dozen), oui relatively constant; for the
discussions of applications it varied considerably,



Hage 2.

One difficulty vecame apparent, particularly in the meetings dealinz with
applications: speakers tended to feel they must use the terms of cyoernetics and
employ the techniques of analysis of communications enzineers, even if the con-
cepts implied were not essential or even appropriate to their prooslems. The
consequent distortion of issues, coupled with the lack of clear definitions tended
to mask the essential characieristics of the problems discussed. The net result
was that the discussion became ai times somewhat amateurish, in spite of the
fact chat the participants were far from amateurs in their own fields.

The S.eering Committee feels that the main reason for the existence of a
scientific group whose memuoership cuis across the boundaries of professional
fields lies in the .eneficial effects of cross-fertilization. Clearly, such cross-
fertilization is most likely to result when the members of the group are interested
in different aspects of a common zeneral proolem. On the other hand, interest in
the same general problem does not imply identity of approach or of method of
analysis.

It seems appropriate, therefore, to continue .he activities of the Group
chiefly in the domain of applications. The speakers, however, should not iry to
force the issue into a narrow ''cybernetic mold'" or feel obliged to employ the
mathematical techniques of communication engineering. The connection between
the problem under consideration and other problems of interest to members of the
audience should emerge from the discussion.

The meetings of the present academic year will deal with communication
problems. leavinz other problems, such as those dealiny more specifically with
feed-back control, for the meetings of later years. A list of the speakers and
topics for four of the meetings is given nelow.

1. R.M. Fano, "The Problem of Detection of Signals in the Presence of
Random Disturbances', January &, 1953.

2. R.D. Luce, "Communication and Learning in Small Task-Criented
Groups', March 26, 1953,

3. M. Halle, "The Entropy of Spoken Language', February 26, 1953.

4. M. Rogers, "some Applications of Information Theory to Psychology",
January 29, 1953.

All the meetings will be held at 7:45 p. m. in Room 1{-280 (Jackson Room
of the Ele?rical £ngineering Department), at M.I. T., unless otherwise specified.

W
Y. Bar-Hillel, R.D. Luce, F.A. Webster, .M. 'ano, Chairman
RMEF:JL
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Please check here if you are interested in
continuing to receive notices of meetings of the
Cybernetics and Communications Group ?
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If name and iddress incorrect, please give
correct form below.



December 18, 1953

Professor L, Tlosenfeld
University of Manchester
Mznchester, England

Dear Professor Rosenfeld:

Dr. Armand Siegel of Boston University
and I have recently finished a paper on the
foundations of quantum theory, of which we
are sending you 2 copy under separate cover.
We ave moet cager for your opinion of 1t, and
we also are hoping that Dw, Sigg should
have & chance to study with you either in
Manchester ov in Paris., D»r, Slegel 1is
writing to you independently, If he should
find it possible to make the t»ip, would you
be willing to »eceive him 28 an advanced
gtudent and to dlscusse with him matters of
common scientific¢ intevest? It is important
that we lea»n this, =28 it will affect the
posecibility of his getting the financlal
suppo»t which he needs fow» the trin,

He hss picked you out as the man with
whom he should like to study, heawing of your
broad interest in the fundamentales of physics
and at the wecogmendation of Professor
Welsskopf of this institution.

Sincerely youre,

Norbert Wiener
NW:bbe



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE = 7
2 EAST 103 STREET
NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 6-8200

December 19, 1952

Dear Norbert:

I can hardly tell you how very very much I enjoyed my visit with
you. I not only relished your gracious participation in our dinner,
but even more your response to the questions aml to the ventureiideas
thrown at you. Withal I feel that the problems which I wanted to lay
before you were sketched by me only in a rather locse and random Way.

I don't know that I can do any better in this communicetion, but
still I would like to elaborate upon them a bit. Possibly when we
meet next we may be able to better explore these matters, their ra-
mifications end their depths.

What I want to pursue with you is the possibility of conceptualizing,
if not interpreting in cybernetic terms, some of the "psychistric enti-
ties," common to professional ussges. One such issue revolves about

malfunction without the coexistence of organic pathology. As you know,

the orgenicists have mainteined that when there are disturbances mani-
fest in function, there needs must be operative an orgenic causative
component. I have touched upon this in a paper entitled "The Anatomy
of a Psychosis." I am enclosing & copy.

The manuseript I left with you is, to my mind, but a particuler in-
stence of the over-all functional pathology concept. The cases I pre-

sented, I would equate to the amusing analogy of refrigerating the

thermostat to get some heat, that is if the temperature was say 67°



Dr. Norbert Wiener, Cambridge, Mass., December 19, 1952 -d=

and the rheostat were triggered for 63°, and one had no way of changing
the setting, one could get the heating system to go on by applying ice

cubes to the thermostat mechanism; thus by hastening the chilling one

would hasten the "turning on of the heat.m

There are, of course, many tangents in this overall problem. The
concept of psychological as well as neurological integration, can be
illustrated in the cybernetic mechanism. Possibly there mey be warrent
for drawing a paraliel between the "hierarchies in the nervous system,"
operating as differentiating and analyzing centers, reinforcement centers,
and integrating centers, and some of the mechanism utilized in the so-
called caleulating machine. Indeed I would suspect that in the study
of comparative neuro-anstomy one could perceive z correlation between the
differentiating and integrating competences of the organiesm and its neuro-
anatomic endowments., This I know has already been implicated in the work
which you and your neurologist associate have done touching om certein
functional disturbances acsocisted with brain injury. Hughlings Jackson
also worked on this theme.

I suspect also that it should be possible to work out a cybernetic
equivalent of the conditioned reflex, and to re-reproduce the eguivalent
of the so-called experimental neurosis.

All of these things I submit, are subjects which I would like to
explore with you when the occasion is given.

On the way back I read a goodly portion of your autobiography. I

found it most fascinating. Your style is crisp and crystal clear, but also

colorful. /i;)
y

My best to you and to Peg. { ks
ere ours,



CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
SCHENLEY PARK
PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE December 19, 1952

ATR MAIL

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematies
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Once again I should like to ask you to sponser me for a
fellowship. The enclosed blank and typewritien sheets are
required in application for a fellowship from the Fund for
the Advancement of Education. The typewritten sheets describe
my proposed program and why I think it will improve me as a
teacher, The term teaching, I believe may be construed to
mean my influence on students through my lectures and research.
The research program is of the same nature as the one which T
proposed for the Guggenheim and Fullbright awards. Would you
kindly execute the form and send it directly tc the address
given. This is my last application for this year. Many thanks.

Your genercus support is deeply appreciated.
My best wishes to you and my ffifjends at the Institute.

Sincerely yours,

R Urro

Albert E. Heins
Professor
of Mathematics

AEH/EB
Enecl,
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A Faculty Fellowship from the Fund for the Advancement of Zducation will
enable me to go abroad and to continue my work free of the usual academic
routine, Paris, France has been chosen as headquarters for the year because
it is in this city that there is a large concentration of scholars whose
work parallels mine in the broad sense. It is possible to find there author—
ities in electromagnetic diffraction theory, as well as acoustic and hydro-
dynamic diffraction theory., Their work does not follow along the same lines
as my recent investigations, that is, the application of sipgular integral
eguations to such problems, but nevertheless there is a common bond, which
if appropriately explored could lead %o great clarifications of many points
in this work. The joint features in the work of the Frenech school of thought
and mine is that we both use function-theoretic methods., The work of the
French group ileads to Lhese methods through differential equations, while
mine arises through the integral equatien. Vhile their results are interest-
ing, the work has only been reported in Academy publications and is of
necessity highly condensed., A good fraction of the year will be devoted to
consulting with these people, finding out what they have done znd how it fits
into my work. I do not anticipate language difficulties here, since my read-
ing knowledge of French is excellent, while my conversational Freneh is fair
and 1 can make myself understood,

In addition to this work in diffraction theory which is seing on in Faris,
there are three other small centers which have contributed to the general
aspects of diffraction theory. Two are in Great Britian and the other in
Holland. Those in the British Isles are at the University of Manchester and
Cambridge University, while the one in Holland is at Eindhoven. 3ince the

concentration in these last centers is not as great as it is in Paris, I would



hope to discuss Qutual problems with the scholars in these centers within a
week or ten days at each place, With Paris as headquarters I could reach
Great Sritian or Holland within a day. The men in these countries are some-
what more specialized than those in France, for they work only in one specifie
field (that is, electromagnetic theory or acoustics or hydrodynamics). Never—
theless they have produced much interesting work which has an important bear-
ing on my research.

In addition to consulting with schelars in France, Creat Sritian and
Holland, I shall continue my own investigations of function-theoretic studies
and their applications to diffraction theory as a whole. It is hoped that
through these efforts the mixed boundary value problems which arise in this
theory will have their inner content clarified and that contributions can be
made to classical theoretical physice and the wethods of functions of a
complex variable which are employed. There are a number of problems which I
am exanining at present which would benefit greatly in the atmospheres which
I have described. A certain amount of direct contact with scholars is
beneficial, since in the oral exchange of ideas one gathers subtle points of
view which rarely work their way inte the jourmals. These new outlooks would
certainly help to widen my visiol in my studies, which, as a scholar, I aim
at continually. My purpose as a Fellow would be to participate in the
creative work of the scientifie communities which 1 hope to visit.,

At the end of the academic year 1952—53; I will have taught for seven
consecutive years. There have been many gratifying experiences through this
period, amongst them being the following, Two very capable students have
worked with me and it has been to my sstisfaction to see them develope into
independent and promising scholars. The other has been the series of special

lectures which I have had to organize in this period. These have been a



gource of much intellectual pleasure to me as a teacher and I have been
gratified to see my students move successfully into other phases of applied
mathematics, stimulated by my point of view.

A year away from teaching would refresh the outlook on my major wmathe-
matical interests. Jince I offer much of this material in lectures in several
different forms, the year on leave would be an opportunity to re-assess the
basic aspects of my teaching. That is, time would present itself to allow
me Lo re-examine the content of my lectures by looking at the logical
foundations upon which the material rests, as well as the substance derived
from it. This aspect of my teaching cannot be divorced from my research, but
at the advanced levels of instruction a college teacher should offer material
which first of all is his major interest, and second contributes to his
students intellectual development. The subjeets of diffraction theory and
function-theoretic methods are such topics in a program for students of
applied mathematiecs,

Another aspect of my teaching is my conference work with students who
work with me on problems wiich are of mutual interest. In such work, there
is always the feeling that the studenmt may be limited to a class of narrow
problems which leads to speecialization too early in his'career. By spending
the year re-examining and continuing my own research as well as investigating
the work of other men at internstional centers, it will be possible to find
problems which are in the students realm and yet not werly specialized. This
conference instruction is just as important as classroom instruetion, for it
is at this stage that the student is testing his intellectual c®P8cities and

deserves to be greatly encouraged in his efforts.



I have known Dr, Heins for many yearse, a8 a student
ani as a teaching and research mathematician, I conelider him
a mzn both of fine character and of high mathemstical
ability. I think thet his program repreegents an important
application of mathemstlcel techniques to mathematiocsl
physical problems, Thig firld of junction of pure msthe-
matice with pure physies 18 one in which we do not have many
first rate men, and I think that by devoeting himself %o this
work, Dr, Heins la performing 2 real service to science, He
is thoroughly competent to gee the program through, and I
should be very glad to gee him obtaln a Cuggenhelm award,

ittt

Professor of Mathematiocs
Massachusetts Inetitute of Technology
Oambridge 39, Msssachusetts Jan, 6, 1953



I heve known Dr, Heins for many years ae my student and as
a teaching and research methemsticisn, 7T coneider him a man of
both fine charactér and high mathemetical ability., I think that
his research program represents an important application of mathe-
matical teohniques to mathematical-physical probleme, This fileld
of Junction of pure mathematics and pure phyeies is one in which
we do not have too many first rate men, and I think that by devot-
ing himself to this work, Dr, Helns 1s peforming = real service.
He 1s thoroughly competent to see the problem through, end I
should be very glad to see him obtain one of your Feculty Fellow-
ships,

Dr, Heins hag a very c¢lear mind snd I have always found his
ebllity to present the roots and basic features of a mathematical
subject to be considersbly above the average within the profession,
He 1s a man of complete integrity and devotion to research, His
enthuslasm is infective. I consider him definitely a8 one of the
more important and able of the middle generation of mathematicians,

Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Maes,



JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

551 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 17 « N. Y.

December 19, 1952

The papers attached hereto are of applicants
who have referred us to you this year. For
your critical advice upon their candidacies we
shall be grateful.

As you know, our plan is to award Fellowships
to persons who have demonstrated unusual
capacity for productive scholarship or umusual
creative ability in the arts. Hence, one
question to be determined in the case of each
applicant is on the quality of his previous
accomplishments. Another question is on each
applicant's prospects for the future--which
involves his character, his staying power and
all the other factors of fine scholarship or
creative ability.

Your critical advice on these questions in re-
lation to each applicant will be appreciated;

and I assure you that, as always, anything you
may say will be held in the strictest confidence.

Your assistance in this difficult business will
be greatly appreciated by us.

Henry Allen Moe
ﬂuAu&f*””7‘754* g =k

"7

i A

Professor Norbert Wiener Lt {
James F Mathias



RAND

Prof. Norbert Wiener

Dept. of Mathematics
Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Prof. Wiener:



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

HOSPITAL
ToPEKA, KANSAS

December 23, 1952

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Norbert Wiener, Ph.D.
Sendwich, New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Representing the Committee on Visiting Speakers of the professional staff
of Winter Veterans Administretion Hospital and the Menninger Foundation,
T am vpleased to invite vou to make an encegement with us for some date
during the period Februsry 1 to June 30, 1953.

The enclosed mimeographed description of our institutions and forums program
explains the freme of reference for the invitation,

We like to include esch ysear several speskers who sre lmown for their con-
tributions to secience, imaginative litersture, or philesophy, and who are
not psychiatrists. We very much hope that this invitstion will interest
you.

We have open dates on our schedule in esch of the months which I have in-
dicated., We prefer to schedule lectures for genersl professional staff
meetings on Wednesday evenings., If you do not choose the last week of
Februery, the last week of April, or the first week in May, your choice

| of a date would be acceptable to us.

Our budget permits us to offer travel expenses plus an honorerium of $100.
Sincerely yours,
zr 3 J -4
72 S Proe
B. E. BOOTHE
Director of Professional

Education

BEB :nb

An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether
C, XC, K, N, V, or H. If such file number is unknown, service or serial number should be given.



PROF EDU
Winter VA Hospital
Topeka, Kansas

THE PROGRAM OF FORUMS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL STAFF AT WINTER VA HOSPITAL
AND THE INTERESTS OF THE AUDIENCE

Winter VA Hospital has accommodations for 1,400 patients, of whom approximately
900 are psychiatric, 100 are neurological, and 400 are divided between general
medical and surgical., Established in 1946, the Hospital has served mainly as

a psychiatric teaching center, and the staff has been recruited for the dual
responsibility of medical treatment and medical education. All members of the
professional staff participate in teaching. The largest group of physicians

in residency, numbering usually between sixty and ninety, are psychiatrists.

A residency program in internal medicine is also established, and the Hospital
has developed a tradition of progressive work in psychosomatic medicine. Grad-
uate students of clinical psychology and social work use the Hospital for field
placement, and & good deal of attention is given to the in-service education

of nurses and aides.

The unusual feature of the psychiatric education program is the close liaison
between the VA Hospital and the Menninger Foundation. All of the psychiatric
residents are enrolled in the Menninger School of Psychiatry, which also
provides instruction for psychiatric residents of the Topeka State Hospital.
The presence of three active psychiatric institutions in one small city is
responsible for a large and well organized medical community of physicians,
psychologists, social workers, nurses, and other specialists. Most of the
psychiatrists on the staff of the threc institutions have comploted psycho-
analytic training or arc in training at the Topeka Institute for Psycho-
analysis, and both the practice and teaching of psychiatry in these institu-
tions are based upon, or influenced by, psychoanalytic concepts.

The audicnee for o visiting speaker is likely to numbor between 150 and 300.

Of those who attend, thc majority are physiciens, all of whom arc used to a
stoady schedule of lecturcs, seminars, and clinical conferences on psychiatric
subjoots, including the social, anthropological, philosophical, and historical
aspocts of psychiatric practice. They appreciate contributions from internists,
sociologists, rescarch spocialists, and others who may broaden their profcs-
lsional horizons. They like to have visitors propare addrosses on the cssump-
tion that the audience is ready for a maturo, timely and professional intor-
\prctation of the subjcct, and they arc usually disappointed by speakers who
assume that tho audicnce is a group of heterogencous pecople, scmi-professional
pn the wholc, for whom an clementary or background discussion is appropriate.
They like to have a chance to discuss the subjoct of the talk with the visiting
spcakor. Presentations by speakers limitod to about forty-five minutes are
appreciated, followed by equally long periods of discussion between the speaker
and the audience. A synopsis or outline of.the speaker's presentation sent to
the Hospital a week or so in advance permits the selection of an interested
member of the staff to serve as intermediatry between the speaker and the
audience and to direct the discussion in a practical way.



Scrirrs-Hao

DAVID DIETZ
SCIENGE EDITOR
THE CLEVELAND PRESS BUILDING
CLEVELAND 14, OHIO

December 23, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I was delighted to get your letter of
December 15th and to know that you and your wife
enjoyed your Cleveland visit. I heard a great
deal of favorable comment about your lecture.

With all best wishes for the holiday season,

Sincerely yours,



ALEX W. RATHE

December 23, 1952

Ur, liorbert Wiener
53 Cedar
Belmont, Mass,

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Mrs., Gilbreth is delighted at the opportunity of a further
discussion. She will be at the Vew York University Faculty
Club on Washington Square Tuesday, December 30, at 10:30 A.M.,
as we discussed. I shall call for you at the Chatham Hotel
that morning at 10:00 A.M, and am very much locoking forward
to the pleasure of seeing you then.

With the Season's Greetings and best wishes for pleasant
holidays '

Sincerely yours

ce. Chatham Hotel
Vanderbilt Avenue at 48 Street
Wew York, N.Y.

Edgebrook Estates
White Plains, N. Y.

Phone: 6-9333



December 23, 1952

Ur. Norbert Wiener
53 Qedar
Belmont, Mass,

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Mrs. Gilbreth is delighted at the opportunity of a further
discussion. &She will be at the New Tork University Faculty
Club on Washington Square Tuesday, December 30, at 10:30 A.H.,
as we discussed. I shall call for you at the Chatham Hotel
that morning at 10:00 A.M. and am very much locking forward
to the pleasure of seeing you then.

With the Season's Greetings and best wishes for pleasant
holidays

Sincerely yours

ce. Chatham Hotel
Vanderbilt Avenue at 48 Street
Hew York, N.Y.

mdgebrook Estates
White Plains, I.Y.
Phone: ©6 = 9333



Ulfeed Megner Verlag

Frankfurt am Main
Hebelstraffe 17- Fernruf 54057/58

v

I\: Ls
Prof .Norbert Wiener

Mathematics Department
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Cambridge, Mass.






Was sich lange ihm verhehlte,
Wird ihm dann auf einmal klar:
Daf}, was ihn im Abgrund quilte,

Eben nur sein Leben war.

HEBBEL



Wir wiinschen Thnen ein frohes Weihnachtsfest und ein

gliidkliches, gesundes und erfolgreiches Neues Jahr

4.1/ %,%/ Mg



December 2%, 1962

Mr, Berge Fliegers
The Harvard Club

27 Weet 44th Street
Hew York, New York

Dear Fllegers:

I shell be in town from the evening of Sundgy, Des. 28,
until New Year's, My daughter, Peggy, will be with me,
I have s pretty full schedule, but we might be able

to find an hour or two to get together. ¥y headquarters
will be the Hotel Chatham, Get Ln touch with me there
if you plan to be in %Lown,

The Season's best,

B8incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



Degember 23, 1952

D», Janet MeK. Rioch
17 West 54th Streetb
New York, New York

Dear Dr. Rioech:

Peggy and I are going to New York for = few days from
the SBunday after Christmas to New Yezr's, and I am
wondering if I might look you up sometime, There is
nothing very pressing, but (2) I want to keep in toush
with you, and (b) I have a few worries I would like

to discuss with you, At present I have engagements
for Monday morning, Tuesday morning, and Wednesday
afternoon (Dee. 29, 30, and 31), Could we find some
time for an hour when we gould get together?

T shall be at the Hotel Chatham in New York,

Sinecerely yours,

Norhert Wiener

hb



December 23, 1952

Dr. Abrszham Sachar
Brandels University
Weltham, Mass,

Dear Dr. Sachar:

I am very much interested in your ideas for your senior
course, and pleased by your invitation to address your
genlors and to dlscuss thelr problems with them and to
tell them of my own development., I shall be delighted
to accept your invitation, I should prefer, however,
that the date of my talk be in April, The reason is
that my book, Ex-Prodigy, 1s due to appear with Simon
and Schuster in March, and the materisl in it is, I
believe, so relevant to this discussion that I would
prefer to have the book avalilable at the time I speak,

Your arrangements as far as your schedule i1s concerned
are entirely satisfactory with me, As to the honorarium,
you probably have by not developed some idea of a reason-
able amount, Except for the fact that no travel expense
is involved, I think that I am entitled to an honorarium
on the scale that you have found practicable in the cases
of Margaret Mead, Archibald Maclelsh, or Lewis Mumford.

I find it a little embarraseing to fix the honorarium
myself,

With the Season's greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



December 23, 19852

Dr. Theodore Shedlovsky

Bookefoller Institute for Medical Research
York Avenue 2t 56th Street

New York, New York

Dear Ted:

Pegey end I are driging down to New York after Chriet-
mas for o few days hollday, We want to get in touech
with you and thie is our schedule, We shell come inte
New York to the Hotel Chatham on SBundey evening, Dee. 28,
1 have an engagement on Monday worning, Tuesday morning,
and Wednesday afternoon, Otherwise my time is rele-
tively free, and I want to see something of you.

T hear that there 1s a men at the Rockefeller who 18
doing something remsrkable on steroid hormones, As

Peggy is working in that field, I would like her %o

meet him, I don't know his name, but you will,

Best wishes to the famlly, and Merry Christmas,

Bincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



Degember 23, 1952

My, Henry Simon

Simon and 3chuster, Ine,
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr, Slmont

I am bringing my daughter Peggy down to New York for

a few days of holiday after Christmas =2e a Christmas
present, I don't imegine there 1ls anything partioular
to do with respect to my book, but I will look you

up gsoolally at the office sometime on Monday, Tuesday,
or Wednesday after Christmas, and if there ls anything
whieh could benefit by my attention, there I shall be,
I am sending tds to you by Specisl belivery to alert
you in case you should find something to do with my
visit in thle difficult season of congested malls,

Many thankes for the Russell book, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to you all,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

250 West 57th Street

December 2);, 1952

Dear Dr., Wiener:

The French Section of the Voice of America was delighted to
receive your New Year message on the scientific achievements of
1952, It is scheduled for a special program on "Ici New York" on
January lst.

The French Section also joins me in thanidng you for your
kindness in recording this New Year statement for our overseas audience
and in wishing you a very successful New Year,

R .

Elizaketh S, Colclough
International Editor, Special Events
International Radio Program Division

Sincerely yours,

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

250 West 57th Street

December 2, 1952

Dear Mr, Mattill:

In Mr. Jones absence on leave, I should like to
thank you for sending us the recording made by
Dr. Wiener on "Science 1n 1952", It is a2 privilege
for the Voice of America to broadcast his statement
to Europe on a special New Year program.

We esre sending the replacement tape to the
Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council,
as you suggested.

We appreciaste your assistence in meaking
Dr. Wiener's statement available to us so promptly.
Thank you for your cooperation and our best wishes for
a successful New Year,

Sincerely yours,

EliSabeth 3. Colclough

International Editor, Special Events
International Radio Program Division

Mr., John I. Mattill, Assistent Director
News Service
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge 39, Massachusetts
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Ao “*“'
WALTHAM 54, MASSACHUSETTS
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

PR

December 26, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge %9, Mass,

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We are delighted to kmow that you will participate

in the senior course as outlined in my letter of
December 15 Since you write that some time during
April would be most convenient, may I suggest April

QO or April 23. Will you be good enough to let us kmow
which of these two dates would be satisfactory to you.

With all good wishes for the new year,

—~

Cordially,

A, L. Sachar

als/csg



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
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lokyo Institute of Technology
Oh-okayama, Meguroku, iokyo
Japan

December 29,1952

Professor Norbert Wiener _
Mlassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge ,Mass, ,U. S. A.

Dear Professor Wiener:

It is my great pleasure to inform you that 1 have

almost finished the translation of your book,"The Human Use
of Human Beings" with painful realization of my own inadequacy

and shortcomings. And yet it is my humble hope that the book
will surely convey the meaning of your message to my country.
The publishing company, Misuzu Shobo and myself will be very
indebted to you if you would give us a preface to be added
to the translation. Your book will be published in a series
of books including Heisenberg's Wandlungen in den Urundlagen
ld, Naturwissenschaft;Born's Atomic thscis[ﬁchroedinger's
Science and HumanismjRotand's grande Courant de la Biologie
and others.,

I'he Misuzu Shobo will soon publish four popular
lectures of Cybernetics by various people given atr the
Japan Academy last October as a forerunner of your book.And
the company is naturally very anxious to translate your
original Cybernetlcs, but your French publisher has not yet
decided to give the right to the Misuzu Shobo. I have also
written to lMonsieur H®.R.Freymann in behalf of the ilisuzu
ohobo, but so far we have failed to receive any response
from him. If I can impose myself upon you, may I ask you to
—.——recommend the Japanese publisher to monsieur Freymann?

I am hoping to regeive your favorable consideration
for my request and also for the publisher.

My family with three noisy sons is well &nd happy.
We are sending your family our best regards.

Sincerely yours,
SHbear

Shikao Ikehara
Lany VS/IE5]
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Tokyo Institute of Technology
Oh-okayams, Meguroku,

Tokyo, Japan

Degcember 29, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass., U,8.4,

Desr Professor Wiener:

It is my grest pleasure to inform you thet I have almost
finished the translation of your book, The Hum2sn Use of
Human Beings" with painful realization of my own inadequacy
and shortcomings, And yet it is my humble hecpe that the book
will surely convey the meaning of your message to my country.
The publishing company, Misuzo Shobo and myeelf will be very
indebted to you 1f you would give us a2 preface to be added
to the translation, Your book will be publlshed in a series
of books ineluding Heisenberg's Wandlungen in den Grundlagen
d. Neturwissenschaft; Born's Atomic Phycics; Schroedinger's
Science and Humenism; Rotand's Grande Courant de la Biologie,
and others,

The Misuzu Shobo will soon publish four popular lectures

of Cybernetics by various people given at the Japan Academy
last October as a2 forerunner of your book, And the company
is naturally very anxious to translate your original "Cyber-
netliecs," but your French publisher has not yet decided to
give the right to the Misuzu Shobo. I haove also written to
Monsieur E.R. Freymann in behalf of the Mifuzu Shobo, but

gso far we have failed to receive any response from him., If
I can impose myself upon you, mey I ask you to recommend the
Japanese publisher to Monsieur Freymann?

I am hoping to recelve your favorable consideration for my
request and also for the publisher,..

Sincerely yours,

Shikao Ikehara

Copy: Jan. 5. hb



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

1335 H STREET, WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY
December 29, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Magsachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

About three years ago I first became aware of the incapacity
of our present language to express adeoguately certain endocrine
relationships. For example, to say that Thyroxin and Thyrotropin
react reciprocally on each other, or rather on the glands forming
these substances, does not fully express the relationship, Recip-
rocal, to me at least, suggests a teeter-totter and this (the
endocrine) system is one tending toward stsbility rather than
fluctuation. Your "feed-back" concept seems to be a more adequate
explanation of the relationship. (I'm not yet sure that I fully
comprehend the meaning of the concept as I have only become
consciously aware of the field of Cybernetics in the past few
weeks).

I was therefore very interested to read your brief discussion
of homeostasis, and believe I have & concept to offer you which
you will find useful. It is this;--

The body nossesses one homeostatic mechanism which for purposes
of anatomy may be subdivided into:--
Somatic Nervous system
Autonomic nervous system
Endocrine system

Though even anatomically there are points at which it is
only by arbitrary decision that we can separate these systems;
functionally we find such separations worse than useless. To
illustrate--suppose a deer is surprised by a wolf. Its initial
flight is controlled by the somatic nervous system and its
ability to flee is reinforced and strengthened by the autonomic
nervous system and the endocrine system (adrenalin release).
Finally if the flight 1s sufficiently prolonged or if, for
example, escape should reguire considerable exposure to cold,
icy, water than a non-specific stress (gelye) will have been
applied and to maintain homeostasis the Pituitary-Adrenal Cortex
portion of the endocrine system comes into operation. Certalnly
at present, it is impossible to disentangle these several
mechanisms. One might say that the nervous system responds
to a unli-directional stimulus end produces a uni-directional
response whereas a diffuse stimulus (non-specific stress) pro-
duces a diffuse non-directional response, on the part of the



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

1335 H STREET, WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY

O

organism.,

My reason for writing you about this is to suggest that
the endocrine portion of the homeostatic mechanism may possessg
a good many advantsges over the nervous system from the stand-
point of Cybernetic research, It certainly depends on feed-
back systems for its operstion and possibly the differences in
reaction time and the fact that its feed-bseks are at lesst largely
Chemical in nature might make it a particulsrly fruitful one for
investigation,

As the first paragraph would indicate--this suggestion is
very much in the nature of & poorly formulated hunch--I offer it
because it doesn't cost me anything to be wrong and if right it
might be of value to you and your collsborators.

Sincerely,

;. e 1n’!rr- Still, ?N. D.
Assistant Professor,
Department of Physiology



Harvard University

- Graduate School of Fducation
Lawrence Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts
December 29, 1952

Doctor Norbert Wiener

Department of lMathematics
Massachusetts lnstitute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

The editors of the Harvard Educational Review wish
to thank you for your kindness and FeHETOSltY in accepting
their 1nv1tqtlon to review President Conant's book MODURN
SCIENCE AND MODERN MAN. They are pleased to learn that
you are contemplating an essay-type review and feel that
such a book certainly deserves the treatment you propose
to give 1it.

I am having a copy of the book forwarded to you, and
it should be in your hands shortly. We are looking forward
with great interest to the receipt of your manusecript..
Thank you, agaein, for your kindness in this matter.

Very truly yours
Rolaal 4 . uumTJLL¢—

Robert G. Templeton

Book Review HEditor
HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW



THE HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

LAWRENCE HALL, KIRKLAND STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Joun J. O'NeiLr, Chairman S. EArLE RicHARDS
Barsara C. AYRES Roeert A. ScoFiELp
WirLLaro W, HartUup Henrierra T. Smita
Marvin W. Herrick Maurice M. Tarsvoka
RoBert S. IrELAND Rozert G. TEMPLETON
Lowerr S. Levin Norman L. THoBURN
Groria F, LEmERMAN Kennetan M. Wirson

Doroty A. Jounson, Sec’y

December 30, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Here is the copy of Conant's Modern Science and Modern

Man which our Book Review Editor, Mr. Robert G. Templeton,
promised to send to you.

Thank you very much for your willingness to review
this book for the HARVARD EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

Sincerely yours.

ohn Js @ Neill
man, Editorial Board

JJO0: J
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December 30, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Hotel Chatham

Vanderbilt Avenue at 48 Street
New York, N.Y.

Dear Dr, Wiener:

It was a very real pleasure to make the acquaintance of your
charming daughter. Not only does she show the distinction of
her parentage but it is equally delightful to enjoy her very
own engaging personality.

I am taking the liberty of enclosing the suggested changes
of the two spots (on page 4) of your mamscript which were
made along the lines discussed today. I hope they meet with
your approval. But if they do not do so in every respect,
please re-edit them until you are fully satisfied.

I also enclose Mrs. Gilbreth's "discussion"; she has not yet
seen the edited version, I shall pass both your paper and her
discussion on to her just as soon as I have both of them back
from you.

I would be very grateful if you could return them at your early
convenience because the strong interest in your address makes
it highly desirable to get it into print quickly. The next
issue of MECHANICAL ENGINEERING is the February volume and

that one goes to the printer on the fifth; however, Miss

Clendenning, the Managing Editor, gave me until January e ,ghtirzhj
at the very latest to get the final copy of your paper t her. _

Thanks again ever so much for the generosity with which you
and Miss Wiener have shared your time here with me. I am
already looking forward to your next visit which I hope will
be soon.

Sinceréi;;iours

I

encls (2)

Edgebrook Estates
White Plains, N. Y

Phone; 6-9333
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December 31 1952

Dear Professor Wiener

Before writing to you,l temporized for a lomgwhile, Was a
foreigner like me qualified to say anything to you about a question
relative to your country ? That was the reason of this long delay,
while this question weighs on my conscience for a very long time .

Of course, I do not know what you think of the Rosenberg
case; I can not but tell you of our uneasiness ofi this issue, which
is very great.

I wonddr whether there is anybody here in France, among
those who have watched the incidents of that case, to consider the
procedure as an impartial one and Yreenglass as a mamzk honest
withesss

Not only it seems to us an evident thing that Gréenglass,
whoge testimony is Eracticall the only base of the indietment,
musthave lied that he cannot have overheard what he pretends whxk
to have overheard nor written by sole memory what he pretends to
have written in that way, but we understand that heans of proving

his falsity were at hand gnd these means were not used. Moreover
we now hear that another false testimony is how discovered and
there is a judge who has taken no account of that discovery .

The number is great of those who, if the Rosenberg are
executed, will consider that as a thurder : a murder disguised under
legal formalities remains a murder .

The honoyr of American Justice, its repubation over the
world are at stake .

This is, you must know it, the opiniong of many sclentists,
not only in France,but in many countries - and there is, as you
will agree with me,something which we can all a solidarity among
scientists all over the world. Bhey fe®l about many things and ideas
in similar way .

Forgive me if I write this Retter to you and to three of our
Colleagues. Perhaps,l should not have done so if I was not a surviwer
of the Dreyfus case, still kReping in mind the struggles of that
epoch and the ehergetic intervention of intellectual men. I could not
help - else I should have even felt unfair - speaking of such a
remembgrance to colleagues whom I highly appreciate .

Yours sincerely

T

Professor J.Hadamard _
WW?W'—/W ﬂ"‘"" %ﬁaﬂ»ﬁomi M?;,M{ %y Jn e %WM_

Jame 17 -5 3



BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS
“A Magazine for SCIENCE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS”

Board of Sponsors

J. RoErT OPPENHEIMER
Institute for Advanced Study

Chairman

Harorp C. Ursy
University of Chicago
Vice-Chairman

PUR LI:SHBD BY:

956 EAST FIFTY-EIGHTH STREET « CHICAGO 37 . ILLINOIS
Mipway 3-3056

December 31, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Tear Dr, Wiener:

We would very much like to obtain a copy of
the speech "The Breakdown of Communication" which
I understand you gave at a discussion meeting
December 17th at Boston University.

Sincerely yours,

8%4 .ﬁ.&u—w—

(Mrs.) Funice Gram
Editorial Agsistant

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR NUCLEAR SCIENCE -

EUGENE RABINOWITCH
Editor

INCORPORATED

2

2t



INITIATORS

Dr. Frank Aydelotte

Bishop James C. Baker
Miss Emily Green Balch
Prof. G. A. Borgese

Dr. Abraham Cronbach
Bishop Benjamin D. Dagwell
Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg

Dr. Mark A. Dawber

Mrs. Welthy Honsinger Fisher

Prof. E. Franklin Frazier
Rev. John Paul Jones
Rabbi Leo Jung

Bishop Gerald Kennedy
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett
Dr. John A. Mackay
Bishop Francis J. McConnell
Mr. Carey McWilliams
Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn
Dr. Albert W. Palmer
Bishop Edward L. Parsons
Dr. Linus Pauling

Prof. Ralph Barton Perry
Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat
Mr. Frank Rosenblum
Dean John B. Thompson
Prof. Paul Tillich

Mrs. M. E. Tilly

Dr. Charles J. Turck

Rev. Pierre van Paassen
Prof. Oswald Veblen
Bishop W. J. Walls

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Dr. Mark A. Dawber

Mrs. Welthy Honsinger Fishe
Prof. E. Franklin Frazier
Rabbi Leo Jung

Edward S. Lewis

Prof. Robert S. Lynd

Rev. Shelby Rooks

Prof. Arthur L. Swift, Jr.
Dean John B. Thompson
Olive O. Yan Horn

e

National Committee to Repml the McCarran Act
(Internal Security Act of 1950)

2 STONE STREET
NEW YORK 4, N. Y.
BOwling Green 9-2558

December 31, 1952

Dear Friend:

Although the number of signatures received to our
Open Letter to Congress 1s very impre ssive, several
friends have made suggestions for improving the letter.
They felt that the parenthetical matsrial (mainly news-
paper quotes) would be ineffective in persuadi.ng Congress
of the need to repeal the lMcCarran Act.

In view of these sdggestions whiciy we greatly
appreciate, we have redrafted the letter and have decided
to postpone sendi.g it to Congress from the date origi-
nally planned, January 3rd, to January l6the

dnelosed is the new Open Letter which we hope all
of you will agree to sign, using the enclosed form and
envelopes. lie are sorry for the inconvenience to you of
asking again for your signature, but we feel sure you
will agree with us thut these changes are in the best
interests of the repeal campaigne. '/e would appreciate
your early replye

411 good wishes for 1983 -- including the repeal of
the.McCarran Actl

Cordially yours,

(:

rvjﬁj=uz {ti‘\{QL&\¥Fng

Olive O. Van Horn,
Secretary



OPEN LETTWR TO Thy wmuMBoKS OF THI TIGHTY-TIHIRD
COINGRESS OF THi UNITwD STLTuS

Dear Sir:

On the cccasion of the inaugursation of the new rresident
and the convening of the usighty-Third Congress of the United
States, we the undersigned, earnestly urge you to support
legislation seeking repeal of the lcCarran Act (the Internal
Security Act of 1950).

V/e ask this because we believe that it is the essence of
our American democratic tradition that the right of dissent is
basic to our democratic institutions; that the psople and not
the government shall judge the merit of ideas; that the people
shall be frec to organize into political, religilous or economic
associations without governmental restraint; that men may De
punished for crimes they commit but never for opinions they
hold; that guilt is a personal responsibility and not a
question of assoclations

7le hold that the McCarran Act violates all these basic

American principles. Its enforcement during the past two years
has caused serious infringements of the Bill of Rights, and has
added materidlly to the atmosphere of repression and hysteria.
The McCarran Act is responsible for the iutolerable situation
in which Government agencies, in a manner all too reminiscent
of Nazl Germany have already prepared conceniration camps, are
denying passports to citizens, are deporting and refusing
admission to aliens, and sre holding t hought-cuntrol hearings.

After two years experience with the enforcemsnt of the
McCarran Act we are all the more confldent that tne American
people with thelr deep attachment to democratic traditions will
eagerly support any action that will end these infringements of
the Bill of Rights. This can best be achieved through outright
repeal of the kicCarran Actoe

Ve, therefore, ask you to maeke every effort to achieve
this, and thus help restore our democratic traditio:s,

kespectfully yours,



NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO REPEAL
THE McCARRAN ACT
ROOM 204
2 STONE STREET

NEW YORK 4, N. Y.






To the NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO REPUAL THE McCARRAN ACT
2 Stone Street
New York 4, N.Y.

(A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience.)

|
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T an glad to sign the revised Open Letter to
S Congraase
Name
Streetw D
CLEF% . .




