


[LOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMP

2 PARK STREET - BOSTON

TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 7-1050)

— hey
by ob

ya, acorn Erlovip

Seely to Prof, Norbort Vier
Demme rtront of ode rfp

corm'o -— 1d »

 aed Ti

Sor ve.
- =

I heve Len un Hon retter of le ¢
“YrreFor Profoaor Vi-rarta ohroate in

» giblnr of perder In the prilo-nnbor
prety myone red bor Philip Pa Woenar., Thao
bod the E78 olpypea ie rhoolitelr tend of
Suorp ore of Dupr yn Detvia da 2431] scetive oo
 ultDoS QL BMEESOL
Liat repr gn ry PILED Yiemarts sntlals =» 70
zen mpi pT gp BB pr Beg pn we sa? BE pops

Favever, ont af gogrtors 10 Or, Vieron, ve:

PT hee ta rome thie ghrpre dn SOO,

we rep rw fptgereted go pyoane dn ergmvy

rrtence fer Proloronr iene, end it io
rel toh we Pouldld ike to hrwe denole ro

via hrillient fired ehrutore in 34s ovorey ood
:

"a rol tion + 47 Cir ate Poe

jel

-

~

1

msWo pure gsr
ST NE

2

~ »-.

fo . i
5 . “te 4 @ ‘

z . —
EYE 7 TYR pm
Fy 35 eA

[a
wh



encerfroralen7
CrIRNPRESS NIEWSST APRESS?

October 21st 1952 Reply to:
NY ofc

WASHINGTON, D.C., U.S.A
1001 National Press Building
National 7884

NEW YORK

Ed. Offices:

130 East 67th St.

Regent 7-7955

Admin. Offices:

Suite 1504, 225 Broadway

NEW DELHI, INDIA

"Commerce &amp; Industry’’
Connauaht Circus

Professor Norbert Viiener
Department of ‘athematics
llassachusetts Institute of
Cambridge 39 Mass.

ily dear Professor:

Technology

Many thanks for your kind letter and invitation,

30GOTA, COLOMBIA
‘El Tiempo’® Building

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

Jntil this very moment I thought I could snatch away
a day and fly up to see you during this week.
Unfortunatcly a re-orter is the slave of events he
covers ~-=- and events at the UN have made it Iimpocsible
for me to leave during this week.

fowever, I could fly up Monday, October 27th and would be
happy to see you any day after that. From my preliminary
research here I am more and more convinced that you are

the man to see for my article. Most of the other veople
in this line seem to lack in sone respect the scove of
your vision,

What [ would most like to do is to see you say Monday or
fuesday, then think about our talk and perhaps see you
again for a short while a day or so later. I do hope you
#ill find time for this. I think the story is important --
and we can do a lot of good if the matter is handled
properly.

Unless I hear from you to the contrary, then, I shall expect
to have the pleasure of speaking to you on Monday to fix
an apnointment for October 27th or 28th,

ER : i i

Respectfully yours,

Do He,
as J —z

Serge IMliegers
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Dr. ROBERT LINDNER

LATROBE APARTMENTS

BALTIMORE 2, MARYLAND

SARATOGA O 6 9 0

October 21, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge =39, lMassgchusetts

Near Dr. Wiener:

You are very kind to have given your
time to reading my book and to commenting on it.
I hope we shall meet one day soon so that I can
express my admiretion for you and your work in
person. Unless you have some objection, I am
sending your letter on to Rinehart andCompany
for their use,

Sincerely

Robert Lindner

~~
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T am keeping it for vossible use in rublicity,
hs a frontisniece I am a27raid it would not do very well. The
frontisriece, as you mow, is always on the left-hand vege, and
vou thus would be fecing away "rom thre book. That's not considered
cool form. We could, of course, turn the victure around - but that
would put your buttons on the wrong side, which is not good form
eitrer., la-be this sounds to you lie low comedy, but it is really
in tems of econscienticnus book-mekine, a pretitv serions matter,

I wonder whether you have another pirtvre which
is either full-face or lookine in the 2zprroved ° ~ction, =t the
seme time, it woul be a bis help if the = ~~ =» »7 wore simvler
ond the rit hod more ~ontragt.
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PROFESSOR M., S. SUNDARAM

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
&lt;b
-

EMBASSY OF INDIA

2107 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. Ww.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Our Ref: F.17.14
21st October, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener

Many thanks for your letter of October
10th, I fully appreciate your reasons for not
being able to accept the invitation of the Indian
Science Conecress.,

I have sent a copy of your letter to
our Government, and I have also advised that we
may follow up your suggestions by extending an
invitation to you well in advance for next year,
and if Government authorize me to take the initi.
tive for approaching the M,I.T, or one of the
learned foundations to finance your trip to India
IT shall be more than happy to do so.

Your.- &lt; ‘nchrel-s

Prof, Norbert
Department of
Massachusetts
Cambridge 39,

Wiener,
Mathematics,
Institute of Technology,
Mass,



COPY REQUEST and INVOICE
5) £iv ’ ( Cor’

Name of researcher (last name first) SEN ki Ne ; M AA THE Date _

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN REVERSE SIDE AS WELL. NO COPIES WILL BE MADE WITHOUT THIS SIGNATURE.
YOU MAY ALSO NEED TO SIGN A MANUSCRIPT REQUEST FORM IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO.

Collection Box Folder, volume, Description of document.
name/# number | or description | For book, give author, short title, and pages.

M( 2 I&lt; H ZW nlal Lethe {Lan wine” bis Sonne “Aor | 1d,

Staff
only

i - ie

on FID 195A
Liar IN wey

ce FE RY
"RAAT Hm tei TT

LAAT Looe Furl foe TUS abt ) a

— —- mr rm a ————————— ~~~sip

 te Tae CT A

~ J wa ! a “ ~

ornare

’
] 15 -~ Ceri. avid' KE Tx i
md J 2 CQ Sokt t oo

Ir Coe

Price for photocopies @ .50 per page

Other copying (price depends on format)

For Archives staff use only:
Number of copies on this page T

Price includes postage and handling for domestic orders. There may be an additional charge
for special shipping services or overseas orders.

Please note that photocopying
is dependent on staff and
student time. You may not get
your order for several weeks.

Please make check payable to MIT and send to the Institute Archives, MIT 14N-118,
77 Mascachusetts Ave. Cambridee, MA 02139-4307. We do not accept credit cards.



I) |B

Embassy of Indla
2107 Massachusetts Ave., NW,
Yashington, D.C,

Our Ref: f.,17.14
21 October 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

Many thanks for your letter of October 10th, I fully
appreciate your reasons for not being able to accept the
Invitation of the Indian Science Congress,

[ have sent a copy of your letter to our Government, and
I have also advised that we may follow up your suggestions
py extending an invitation to you well in advance for next
year, and 1f Government authorize me to take the initlative
for approaching the M,I,T, or one of the learned foundations
to finance your trip to India, I shall be more than happy
to do so,

Yours sincerely,

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematlcs
Massachusetts Institute of
Jambridce 39, Mass.

hb
Conlies to: Dean Harrison

President Killian
Professor Frank
Dr. Stratton

(M.S.

Technology

Sundaram)



MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE

NASHVILLE 8, TENNESSEE

CANCER RESEARCH LABORATN®!

JR ’ HAHN cy mF

October 22, 1952

llrs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of
Department of Mathematics
Cambridge 39, lass.

Technology

Dear Mrs, Baldwin:

Dr, Hahn is out of the country and is not expected to return until
the middle of November,

Your letter of October 20, 1952 will be referred to him for reply
then,

Very truly yours,

(ns) 7 Pr
Secretary to Dr, 1. , Hahn



Jr uoher BD: 1¢€52

[.E, Newlzn
Jet Propulsion Laborr’-ry
Salifornia Irstjtute Mach.nology
4800 Osk Grows Tri
Pasadena, O- ~*n)

Dear Io

Profesgor .ernar has sealed me to tell vou
that hls supply of reprints of his Acts
Mathematics --ver, Fonerallzed Harmonie
Ans. vr vw. hae lon been exhausted,

Thank vou Tor vour

Ti Tours,

¥re, George Bsldwln
vetevv 10 Prof, ¥Wiener
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Jctoter 22, 1952

“Tw  pres

a gm,
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Dey Mr ; 4  rn

I have been in contsnst with the Houghton ¥1fflin Company
sith regccrd tn The mein yo mejeed ohomt tr mise
you rust ne “ino the firat chonter o
Hoong Tom “=a in your book of readin:
the pnllos: ©

"he Houghton “11. 1ir Company informs me that the 375
cherge which they avoted to you ie 2henlutely stenderd
be gsuse the Took 18 £till ective on treir list, Howe
sever, they do tell oe thet they ere willlv- fo reduce
this charze to $50, I hope thie arranzement may be
aetiefactory for vou,

I am ennlnel:yg the cony of you Table of Jontents which
you cent with your letter, I wish vou every success
to Torr han,

5inoereY mgTr Yor

Jarher?t Wiener



Dear Dr  VYiener:

As 451TH STRECT - NEW YO "KX AURRAY Hil

Jetober on

{ 77-1200

1¢52

I anvreciate that you have no desire to prolong our cor-
resnondence, but I feel thet I must renly to your letter
of October ie. I regret that you should take such a harsh
view of our unsuccessful attempt to nresent vour views
about automatic control in our Sentember issue. I cannot
agree, however, that our efforts can be construed as un-
ethical.

I sunnose there is no reason to carry the matter further.
Gerard Piel has presented our position, and you have re-
tained yours, which is surely your privilege. My princinal
reason for writing vou again is to correct what apvears to
he a misunderstanding in vour last letter.

You speak of Piel as my agent. He is in fact the principal
executive ¢ this magazine. You say that I have the moral
and legal r- neipility for anything that he does in the
name of Scient.fic American. I accept that responsibility,
but Piel speaks for all of us. I can see that you might
have thought that I was shifting my responsibility in the
matter. However, it is entirely apnropriate thst Piel
should have written you, because he had nersonally under-
taken to obtain the article.

ay.

a - a moa

Tr

Fear

Dr. Norbert Vi
Denartment of
Massachusetts
Cambridrse 39,

a2ner
lathematics
Institute of Technology
Wasaachlusetts

ere

C
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1

b
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HORACE S. FORD
77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

Profese
Room P=

, ‘rhrri
® J »

f -  dG

# x L

Ne aar NorLg

I have been delayed in revnlying to your 1 ~ter of
Cctober 15, You need give yourseli 1°rv° cern
over une effect of my letter in settir ~cedent
or otherwise putting pressure on "a feu . the
vounger and less secure members of the staeirf  M

I was careful to prcvide an escavne clause in the
very first peragraph of my letter, "only for tunose
wno are interested", and repeated the phrase under-
scored in the tanird paracravh,

he escape clause was reasonavly successful inasmuch
as 1425 out of 1500 « -7*-ited evidently found the
wastebasket the fir "me, so it would appear tnat
no great demsasge hao Lr done.

Le
fo +} best wi.=

corcirally.
4

ve



The dity Aollege
CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET

NEW YORK 31. N. ~

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

October 23, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

We are very happy indeed that you will come to us on
April 9th. Early in the New Year we will contact you
with regard to varticulars of arrival, hotel. etc.

Your title, "Cybernetic Problems in Modern Physics"
sounds somewhat technical, though it may well not be
so at all. As I wrote you in my letter, a portion of
the audience - usually the larger portion - is a lay
one - intelligent, to be sure, but with the most ele-
mentary knowledge of mathematics and the sciences.
It is to these people, particularly, that we have ad-
dressed curselves in the past; and, as I suggested,
chey are particularly happy when the address suggests
a philosophical twist - which, I believe, your address
will suceestdo.

In substance, what I suggest, if I may (knowing our
audience) is less of the technical in the talk and
more of the general and philosophical. Perhaps your
‘title could be modified to "Some Problems in Cyber-
netics"?

Su
“0

{o

We publish our journal, the Baskerville Chemical
Journal, early in the New Year; and we would appre-
ciate a summaryofyouraddress-runningto2000
words, say - to be published there. This has always
been done in the past. Will you be so good, then, as
to send us this summary, any time within the next
two months or so.

Will you need the use of a blackboard and slide ma-
chine?

Sincerely yours

Qo. JI.
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y+ ~hear ~

[ am gled thet you ore not lett re yvourcelf be influ-
anced to mete changes cn the basis of the feelinss of the Doctors
Jautsch, 4s a metter of fret, my own reactions to your comments
on analysis were cuite slong *he Deutsch lines if less viclent,
‘ut it woi’d seem to me to injure the integrity of the book und
the vivii picture of the personslity behind it th-t it nrojects
1¥ the suthor's friends ~nd =ditors were to make him mclify his
stend on 2 controversi=l issue, Tc do so would be to sacrifice
ne form of certsin truth in fovor of snother form less certen

I ¢h2ll pass on your sugrestion about circu’arizing
sn=lysts and certain university faculties to the s-les and pro-
motion dersrirents., “Je crn leave the decision as +n how this
shold re hrendled to them.

de now have a promise from the rrinter *¥-+ the comrlete
r2llsva will be in sometime during the second vw - Cv oeber,
Puts a little further of then I had snticiveten, outs ot least
‘leo definite rromise. You shell recef ‘han emptle

-r
J. So I. . ree ia Inst

s Bigg
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Columbia University
inthe ity of MetuPork

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Jetober 23, 1952

Irs. George Baldwin
Department © Mathematics
iassachus:* Tnstitute of Technology
Jambridor --~achusetts

Dear Mrs. Beldw=:

Thank you very much for responding to my inquiry
concerning Professor Wiener's "Seminar in Nonlinear
Vetworks ."

This work is listed as Reference 15 in HW. Sine®~+--

"Theory of Nonlinear Transducers,' Report Nc.
Research Laboratory of Electronics. It is li=*
"unpublished," but I wes hoping that perhaps s:
nimeographed notes on this seminar are avails’

From your letter, it appears that such notes ars
not available, and I regret that it will not be poss:
for me to become acquainted with Professor Wiener's
approach to the analysis and synthesis of nonlinear
sv8tems.

Than) -~1 for wvour courtesy.

Sincerely yours,

.s A. Zadeh

‘rediatant Professor

AZ /me

ro.
~

ryTE



NIC/

October 22, 1952

‘r, Serge Fllegers
The Inter Crrntirentel
125 Test £7th Siro
ew York, Moo Yeo

Prcagas

vesy

The srranzeusents you heave sugzested for weetlr~s with
Dr, “liener nevt week are of +, Veotlrrze with Tr, Wiener
in the .ornir~-g are usually ac2t fruitful, snd I ehould
therefore surest tint your nln on # Tuesday morning
neeting e5 2 storter, Sut hie schedule ls flexible,
go 1f this 1s not gzond for you do not hesitate to
suggest snother time and de ~ shall exweet to heer
from you “eoniay, anyway,

3*neersl © yours,

irs, Gecrge Baldwin
"enaretory to Ir. Wiener



October &lt;., 195a

Hr, Henry 31 on
31:00 =nd 3ghuester, Inc,
330 Fiftis Avenue
New Yore 20 aus York

Dear

I rear
E305: 1

i ar J =o i. a, base oo oust add ancthIzr u2tte
- . PY yn os mR EE.

Youre Les

Ea bh4 collec

I az cin Zhe trail of a ohotoorzph of tre !sthematlces
Desgrtment of “,I1.7. taken ir about 188%, FProfessor
vlener berrowed 1t from anotoer professor leet spring
for vse 1n hie hook, and the lender 1s Juctly feerful
tl:at 1t hese beon lost, Urs, wlener 1s vite sure that
Feo gent to you during the summer with - lerge plle of
chotogranhs, I siould like to be shle {0 report that
the wher=sbouts of the nhotocrenh sre krown, ego vill
you let me know whether or not you heve 10? It's rot
ne ~--~rw ta veturn 1t now,

A 5

 a=

hfe rel; vours,

Mrg, Georre Beldwln
oar~trrv ty ¥Yrof, Yiener



JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF IDEAS
A Quarterly Devoted To Intellectual History

Chairman of Editorial Board

MARJORIE H. NICOLSON
CoLuMBIA UNIVERSITY

New York City 27

Editorial Commitiee Managing Editor

JOHN H. RANDALL, JR. (Chairman), Corumaia UNIVERSITY PHILIP P. WIENER
ARTHUR O. LOVEJOY, Consulting Editor, JouNs HorkiNns UNIVERSITY Crry CoLLEGE oF NEw.Yor x

CONVENT AVE. &amp; 139TH ST.,
N. Y. C. 31

192 Colisni Ave.
New Rochelle. =

October 2, 7ale

Professor Norbert Jiener
l.ascachusetts Institute of Lechnology
cambridge 39, l.ass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I'hank you very much for your kindness in persuading
nouchton :ifflin Company to permit me to include the
first chapter of your Human Use of luman Beings in my
forthcoming Readin&lt;ss in Philosorhy of Science under an
arransement wnich iS certainly satisfactory to me.

(on {~ 2
on I-17
ol 2

 on 3

As a member of the Appointment Committee of my department
I have mentioned your name as a possible visiting vrofessor
in Philosophy of Science¥for the Spring semester of 195...
This would entail a weekly lecture any afte rnoon from 2-3:L68
or 3=L:LO p.m. about Feb, § to May 31, the third hour of
recitations being handled by a member of the department,
possibly myself, if I am not off to Hordeaux then on a
"ulbright (to look up Duhemts unpublished papers). We have
had in the past Alfred Tarski, Hans “eichenbach, and Philinp
Frank {iho used to come in from Harvard onee a week to lecture
on Philosophy of Science) If vou are interested and available
(I assume next semester is too short a notice), I shall pursue
the matter with the Philosovnhy Department who can then ask
our Dean Gottschall and President Gallacher what the budget
will allow. If you wish to state a figure, it would help settle
che matter more promvtly.

Thank you for your good wishes for the success of my book
which is really the work of sixty cooperative scientists and
&gt;hilosonhers like vourself.

I know thet the science and technology students and faculty
would welcome your lectures liere with ersat enthusiasm,

ve 1. * 4

. J called * Berensdol (rts coteon
Korien Contd “oo Ile Bete oy "Ye

[RY ’ or “wz Yeerndonm J
OU [ht ft ‘ ora A

: ’ yd a TaeLR WT
i fe ”

Gb alwe ? wa Aram
fe va Philiu

a “1
D. G. Ellson,

P.S.--I have added, Werner Stark, Ralph Munch, J. Robert
Oppenheimer, Herbert reisl, Sir Charles Sherrington, Poincard,
and Jilliam James, and deleted Von Sdmpol ier, iber,'l'ecacning
Pol. Hcon. in USsa', &amp;.'. Sinnott from the lis t vou returned.



Rinehart
MADISON AVENUE *« NEW YORK 16 * N.Y.

Der T=  0 rm -

mo % ztoher 1952

Dr Robert Lindner hes
shown me © conv cf your interestir~
letter ebout his book, PLRESCRIPTICLI _ _.

REBELLION. Do you hove ony objections
to heving your coments cuoted in news
releases or advertisements? Or perheops
vou vould went to rephrase your comments
for publicrotion.

vO Tr

1 will, of course, follow
wishes exactly in this metter.

Sincerelv yours,

L
Dudler Frdsier
Publicity Director

Ay 1
: ”

D7 sphn

Dr. Norbert Veiner
wasgachusetts Institute

Technology
lethemetice Department
Cembridge, llassachusetts

I ang 73/2 SE §



October 24, 1952
(dictated October 23)

¥r. Henry Simon
SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
630 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Simon:

Dr. Norbert Wiener has asked me to send you information regarding the
photographic type composing machine that has been developed by this Founda-
tion, and which is now in production. I am pleased to send you a copy of
sach of our two latest reports to Foundation Subscribers and a reprint
entitled. "Introducing the *Photont'".

The photographic type composing machine is operated from a typewriter
keyboard and retains the full speed of a standard electric typewriter. In
composing the Rinehart book we have found that an ordinary stenographer has
been able to maintain about three times the output averaged off hot metal
typecasting equipment. The versatility and range of this new composing
machine go far beyond anything now possible in metal. For instance, a.single
natrix disc gives the operator command over the equivalent of 192 magszines
of type. Families, sizes and set widths may all be mixed in the same line
without interfering with character alignment or justification.

The product of the machine is a galley or page of type on film in either
positive or negative form. From the films it is possible to go directly to
lithographic or letterpress printing plates. In the latter case it is inter-
esting to note that a new engraving process makes it possible to produce a
nagnesium letterpress plate of any size in approximately 6% minutes. The
quality of these plates is superior to any letterpress plate I have examined
and the cost of these plates will be in the neighborhood of §.04 per square
inche Thus, it is evident that the great economy of this new composing method
#ill be available to the publisher whether his product is printed by lithog-
raphy or by letterpress.

I do hope that you will pay particular attention to those parts of the
enclosed material which deal with the Foundation itself. We are a non-profit,
industry-controlled research organization and our support comes from the con=-
tributions of concerns from every branch of printing. In the book publisher
field, the larger concerns are contributing $1500 annually for three years, the
net cost of which is quite small when it is realized that contributions toward
this program are tax-deductible.

At the moment we have the following book

Book~Of=The-Month Club, Inc.
Coward-McCann, Inc.
The John Day Company, Ince.

publishers participating:

Grosset &amp; Dunlap, Inc.
Harper &amp; Brothers
Houghton Mifflin Company



Vr, Henry Simon Para Tw October 24, 1952

The Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Co. Oxford University Press, Inc.
Little, Brown &amp; Co. Ge Po Putnam's Sons
Longmans Green &amp; Co., Inc. Rand McNally &amp; Company
The Macmillan Company Rinehart &amp; Company, Inc.
KcGraw-Hill Publishing Company, Ince. Row, Peterson &amp; Company
William Morrow and Company, Inc. Charles Scribner's Sons
We We. Norton &amp; Co., Inc. D. Van Nostrand Company, Ince.

John Wiley &amp; Sons, Ince.

We would certainly welcome Simon and Schuster taking a share in this pro
gram that promises such large cost saving to the printing and publishing industry,
and we can assure you that your participation is neede more today than ever
before. It would materially contribute to the program and to shortening the
time interval before these new devices are ready for general use.

We are within sixty days of seeing the first ten Higonnet-Moyroud machines
zo into field testing and our licensee is scheduling production of 105 machines
for 1953. Not only is the composing machine important in your field of activity,
but our second project (an automatic page make-up machine) will enhance the ine
herent savings of photographic type composition.

Your support of this research program will not only achieve a means of
composing books at a saving of better than 50%; but it will also foster further
research to facilitate paging and to investigate new means of putting ink on
paper, all of which will be done with an actual and very marked step-up in the
product?s quality.

Should you have any particular questions
delighted to hear from you or, better yet, to
clates visit our laboratories to see at first
you by our various programsSe.

about our work , we would be
have you and some of your asso=-
hand the implications held for

Sincerely yours,

GRAPHIC ARTS RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

Vo We. Garth,
President

Je

WWG/eb
enclosures

Sopy to Dr. Noriert Wiener, M.I.T..



Cinna lLomnitz
241 S. Holliston Ave.
Pasadena 5, California.

October 25, 1952,

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 38. Massachusetts.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am a graduate student at the California Institute of Technology and I
feel greatly indebted to you, not as much for your work which I can only partially
comprehend, as for your line of thought. Most of my years have been spent by plec-
ing together bits of science and general knowledge as well as some amount of life
axperience in various countries. I am now 27, and disturbed by the inadequacy of
what I am doing. I feel I must ask you an awkward question.

I em a Jew, born in Germany. My parents left in 1933 for Belgium, and 1938
for Chile, where I received my B.S. in Engineering. My parents then enabled me to
spend &amp; year at Harvard, where I made my M.S. in Soil Mechanics in 1950,

I went back to Santiago to take leave of my parents and together with my
comrades of Hashomer Hatzair ( a leftist Zionist youth movement) joined a collec-
tive settlement in the hills of Ephraim. I worked one year in the workshops and
on the fields, visiting many settlements and working in different places. My ideo-
logical motivations had never been the strongest, besides I had grown somewhat
skeptical about political socialism. My human experience with the commune was an
anticlimax, so I felt no great pangs at withdrawing amidst the bleak predictions
and cold stares of my former comrades. I left the commune together with the girl
I was fond of, and we married. We then lived for some months in Beersheba where
I worked as an engineer on the new experimental flood storage dams. We later moved
to Jerusalem where I obtained my present UNESCO scholarship in seismology.

I do not attempt to sum up (at this early stage) the experiment which
fate, or reality, or contemporary history, is performing upon us. I am conscious
of a relatively sound degree of personal happiness, in the sense that I have shown
to stay afloat in the relatively mild storms I have weathered. I even have some
sort of an ideal, which might be defined as a blend of the moral ideal of Superman
(in the Shavian sense) and of the human ideal of marriage and family life which
we are trying to carry out in our own modest way. My wife is from Colombia, at
present studving Nursing here, and we think we are doing quite well.

But I am not satiffied. No one (except Americans?) cen manage the pre-
tense of being satisfied with our 20th century "way of life". I love both Orien-
tal and Occidental heritages, and in particular my two countries Israel and Chile;
but I harbor no nationalistic day-dreams. I am not conscious of any one group
being particularly "right" in the world today. I feel some difficulty making friends
with young people in this country, as most of them (this is my impression) seem
so afraid of facing themselves that they are reluctant to face others. There may
be some justification for that; for all I know, the Chilean temperamental maturity
is certainly a root of their deep fatalism and inertia. At any rate, I feel a need
for communicating and sharing thoughts and deede with others, especially with such
as meyv not have sold out vet to some social Mammon or the other.

My question to you is then twofold: 1) Do you believe such a need, or de-
sire, to be legitimate; 2) Do you happen to know of any concrete means of satis-



fying such a need, others that Rotary Clubs or the several organized " worldbetter-
mentcrezes! ...

Please do not suspect me of a flagrant lack of faith in science; but
you will agree that scientists and even "philosophers" tend to be specialized and
shortsighted. People today either try to force the future along their own dogmatic
will, like Stalin, or shrink eway from it, like most of us. I cennot think this
all is effective. May we not look into the future and fight for necessary changes
without being branded as something or other? Our social structure is crumbling; is
it reprovable to see this? I cannot help to think about this and it makes me feel
sad and a little ridiculous. For after all, on even much less than a cosmic scale,
sur leaky little Civilization ies not worth the trouble. Or is it?

At this point I wish to thank you for your patience and for the oppor-
tunity which you have given me -quite unwillingly, I am sure- to communicate a few
troubles which mey not be too atypical after all. Should my modest questione be
judged worthy of an answer, and if this could only be done either in a single sen-
tence or in a volume, I should prefer the sentence - for the moment.

Respectfully yours,

 uy Lomni
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October 27, 1952

Mre Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridese 39, Mass,
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Padre Tatitio 6373
Formosa
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assachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston. Wassachusgetts.- U.S.A.

De mi consideracion:
Adjunto tengo el honor de remitir a ese Instituto

tres de mis trabajos titulados: "Ia expansidén del Universo™.- " 11 te-
lescopio electrdnico™.- "El movimiento absoluto”.

Fn mi provecto de telescopio electrdnico se descri-
be la amplificacidn provorcional de los electrones.de acuerdo con la pro-
porcional energia de los fotones incidentes, lo aque renorta la posibili-
dad de una enorme amvnlificacidn sin alteracidn del contraste fotografico.
En cuanto a mi trabajo "El movimiento absoluto", describe el Unico dis-
vositivo posible vara poner en evidencia el movimiento absoluto de 1a
Tierra, experiencia en la cual fracasaron entre otros liichelson y liorley
Si la Relatividad de Ginstein es inconmovible, el indice luminoso de mi
aparato no mostrard variaciones en ninguna de las direcciones en que pue-
da ser orientado. Pero en este caso muy improbable, nos daria una pre-
ciosa informacidn sobre la naturaleza del Fotdn. Nos ensenaria que el
fotdn es "un verdadero corpusculo” puesto gue su movimiento de provaga-
cidn (300.000 Kn/ses.) en un sentido, estd comou.sto por otro movimiento
transversal, debido a la velocidad de la fuente, en el momento de la emi:
sidn del fotdén. De ahi la imvortancia de este experimento.

H]1 "Telesconio electrdnico” fué remitido hace unos
tres meses a la Universidad dePPinceton, nero hasta hoy no me han acusa-
do recibo. Esrero cue Vds. no rrocederdn con la misma desconsideracidn
mostrada vor las auvtoridades del referido Instituto.

Inegso les enviaré los resultados de un experimento
sobre "Conductibilidad térmica en los sdélidos™, gue demuestra cue la
transmisidn del calor es un fendmeno de radiacidn, independiente de los
chooues intermoleculares. iste exverimento exnlica con gran claridad la
razén de ser del Principio de dxclusidn de Pauli, y también muestra la
Forma de la curva del Armento Ae la Entropia Universal.

Otro trabajo sobre la extructura del Esnacio y natu-
raleza del Fotdn, creo cue lo remitiré a Francia, por el placer gue €llo
revortaria al sefior Luis De Brorlie, ya cue le permitird volver = su an-
ti~ua creencia en la existencia fisica de la onda asociada a todo cornis-
culo o masa en movimiento. Secun mi punto de vista, la existencia real
de esa onda se debe a la existencia no menos real del Camno de Gravita-
cin cuando se encuentra en estado de movimiento,

Sin otro particular, y a la esmera Go su grato acuse
y + Vd. con dietincuida consideracidnA
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Wigglesworth Hall I-22
Cambridge 38, Mass.
October 27, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener,

foS wu —-

Cou

I am writing to you on behalf of the Choate Club of the
Harvard Law School to ask you if you would do us the honor of
speaking to us in the near future. The Club has heen for sixty
years a rather uniocue orgamization in the law school: its raison
d'etre is the persoral need most of us here feel from time to
time to escape from our legal environment. There are in the Club
thirty students, plus a few professors, who join together eight
times a yeartolistentoandtodiscusssubjectsordinarilyout-
side the range of our professional education. We cater to our
physical, as well as our intellectual, appetites: meetings are
held at the Signet Society, near the Sguare; they begin with
cocktails, then dinner, and after dinner we retire downstairs
to listen to our speaker of the evening who generally talks
briefly--twenty minutes to three-auarters of an hour--and then
opens the floor to auestions or discussion. The tone of the
meetings ig informal.

We would very much like to have some insight into cyber-
netics and the implications, dangerousorhedpful,forsociety.
in the development of"thirking" mechanisms. I'm afraid I am
woefully ignorantofthesubject.Ithinkthisignoranceis
shared by most of the members of the group; we hope that you
will look on the meeting as an orportunity to inform us as much
as wef look forward to the rewards of seeing man and his probtams
from a viewpoint to which we are not accustomed,

The date would be, at your convenience, sometime in the
week beginning Vovember 17 or else the Tuesday of the week fol-
lowing. Tuesday night is our traditional time, but we seldom
adhere to it and ary night, Monday through Thursday, is good.
We gather bvetween 6:30 and 7:00PM.

Please forgive my terrible typing. Hoping very much that
you will be able to come, I am,

Sincerely yours,
~) \Nand C- Wl ~

David Fe. McGiffert

N J—
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Jetober 27, 1952

Dr, 7.4, 2achiller
Celie de. Tormen =

Yiedrid Ane

Dear Trr Is +

[' , (E1 Vieo)

I find w «elf ao tiled up with work end so tired after
my last Euvrovesn trip that I heve hed to reconclle myself
to refusing cever:zl invitations ebrocd, lncludlng yours
to Snein., I enoreclate the epirit in which it is sent
end I wich to thenlr you and Dr, del Valle ost heertily.
It 1s not cleer to me wher or how I ¢hell be 2ble to
“0 to Spein sgain, end I ehould sugrest to you thet you
nlan to carry on the orgsnlzation of the cybernetics
croup with my eymnsthy but bho my absence

With test regirds end most vl
our meetiner °° re

- pr
C [sLoD ] Cterecllections of

wereLy

Norbert Wiener
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

CEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

iMuy estimado Serior!

Tengo de recivir su muy grata carta del

que Usted suggere ami la possitilidad de autra vi:

Espana. Es un honor que siento muchisimo, tambien que .

espiritu de amistab que muestra entre mis collegas Espafioles.
Pero este ano siento mucho que no se hay la posibilidad que

yo visite a Europa autra vez, Depues de mi 20 y medic

de trabajo en Eurova y ME jico, estoy absolutamenta agotadc

y casl enfermo, y vengo de rihusar una invitacion muy

agradible por tener una segulda de conferenciss en India,

Es posible que esta invitacion de India va a repltirse el

proximo eno, pero ya no recivi ninguna repuesta de Indias.

Estoy tamblen muy occupado con el desarrollo de una nueva

teoria cufntica, basada en mis nociones del progn8stico.
Hay un joven £1{s1 co trabagando junto con migo en el desarrollo

de esta teoria, yeria muy ingusto = é1, si saldries del

pals hasta que obtiendremos unos resultados mes exactos,

.R 2

Ahora tengo que decirle alco nue prefereria no tener

que decir, Ls ultime vez gue estuve enn Espana, aun me

trataron muy amlcalemente mis conllegas, me sentl tan rest-

ringido en la expression de mis ideas, que me senti como

un pagaro en un Jail. Tenia tambien el miedo, cue me

estar en Espalia podria eer peligroso 2 mis amigos, y 2 los

otros con quienes hablaba, Estoy convencido que seria lo

me jor por ellos y por.mi tambien no volver en Espaha., Si

vuelvo, tengo el miedo de poner todos, mimismo incluso



en una posicion falsa, Por eso mi parece que sl yo

poe - Espar  debo hacerlo como turista sencillo,

no 7 huesped clentifico de mis collegsas,

y

-

Fnvio mis cumplimentos a tedos amigos T collegas,

3 1 2 Pmo

Norbert Wiener
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BEspafia, Es un honor que siento muchisimo, tambien que el

esniritu de amistab que muestra entre mls collegas Espafoles.
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Estoy tamblen muy occupado con el desarrollo de una nueva
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de ésta teoria, yeria muy ingusto a €1, si saldria del

pals hasta cue obtiendremos unos resultados mess exactos,

Ahora tengo aue declirle algo ue prefereria no tener
que decir, Ls ultima vez gue estuve enn Espana, aun me

trataron muy amicslemente mis conlegas, me sentl tan rest-

ringido en la expression de mis ideas, gue me sentl como

un pegaro en un yehb. Tenia tambien el miedo, que me

estar en Espana podria eer peligroso a mis amigos, y a los

otros con quienes hablaba, Estoy convencido que seria lo

me jor por ellos y por ml tambien no volver en Espana. S51

vuelvo, tengo el miedo de poner todos, mimismo incluso,
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SU A
2 i FQ,

collegas,

Jorbert Wiener



The Harvard Law School Forum
23 Coerett Street

Cambridge 38, Mass.

Freperick A. Levy President

Martin J. Hertz, 7st Vice President

Mateew Foner, 2nd Vice President

Jorn Robert BERGER, Secretary
EpMunD RoseNkRANTZ. Treasurer

I'elephone KIrxranp 7-7600 Ext. 381

Jctober 28, 1952

Professor licr:ert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
sambridee, Massachusette

Dear Professor iiene-

[his letter is an invitation for you to participate in a forum tentatively en-

titled "Men and Morals" which we have nlanned for November7 5 1952, fie realize
that your schedule is extremely crowded and anologize for the necessity of con-
tactine vou at this late date.

There has been much talk about a disintegration in American ethics, as manifested
by scandals in government on the Federal and local levels and in college athlet-
ics, to name some of the more prominent examnles. Szveral commentators have noted
that this attitude poses a threat to the continued stability of the nation with-
in which is even mo»: dangerous than the menace of foreisrn aggression.

This problem easily revolves around a criticism of the current administration,
but we want to avoid that if possible, We rather think that the basic issue

night best be approached through an analysis of educational and religious atti-
tudes and how they have been affected OF THe Eiccession of nost-war crises. fic
would appreciate any comments which you may have on this proposed tonic, espe-
cially if there is one aspect of it which particularly interests vou, To date
Peter Viereck and Pitrim Sorokia.have agreed to appear on our panel and invita-
Lions are also beinz extended to Robert Sherwood and Morman Thomas.

ie suggest that security would be an issue which will vinpoint the theme of the
evening, This would contrast views holding that an environment which brings eco-
nomic security and perhaps some spiritual peace of mind may tend to inhibit
man's acquisitive tendencies and willingness to do things by extra legal means
with those holding that it is such an approach which can weaken individualism
and lead to moral laxity. The recent campaign fund issues micht be a case rele-
vant to the former view,

Since you were a member of our panel which discussed "The Moral Responsitility of
the Scientist" we assume that you are familiar with our organization. That pro-
gram, it is felt, was extremely worthwhile and successful, and we would there-
fore be most honored if you were to join us again. Professor Sorokin was ouite
nleased when I told him we planned to contact you.

I shall call you on Thursday in order to hear your answer to this invitation. ie
sincerely hone that vou will be able to varticinate.

Very truly yours

&lt;7obert Goldscheider
raovam Oaaordingt oe

-, &gt;
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October 28, 1952

Professor M.S, Sundaram
mbasay of India
2107 Massachusetts Ave,, I
Nashington, D.C.

[1

Degr Professor Sundaram?

Many thenke for your understanding reply to my letter,
It strikes me as an eminently satisfactory basis for
ptanning for the future. Meanwhile, I shall wait for
further word from vou,

*incerely yours,

Norbert Wienep
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October 29, 1952

Dr, Norbert Wiener
llassachusetts of Technology
Cambridge, llassachusetts

Dear Doctor Viener:

I enclose herewith a letter
to my friend lr. T. A. Raman of
who I am sure will be delighted
about yvour contemplated trip to

of introduction
United Nations,
to talk with you
India,

Sincerely yours,

Ne Roy Barnhill

(Oome and live in the Lakes Region ~ Play in the Lakes Region



W. ROY BARNHILL
ALTON, NEw HAMPSHIRE

TELEPHONE - ALTON 26-3

_ctober 28, 1952

Yr. T. A. Raman
United “ations
New York, N. Y.

Personal

Cear Yr. Raman:

This will introduce to you
Dr. Yorbert Wiener of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge,
Jl
aga.

Dr. Wiener is contemplating a
trip to India, and any courtesy you
nay extend tc him will te greatly
2rereciated.

3% ~=~-»nlv wours,



W. ROY BARNHILL
ALTON. NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Introducing Dr. Norbert Wiener





Der, 29, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

My admiration fer you stems from your + « record and two recent occasions at which

[ was fortunate enough to hear you in person. You are a mathematician, philosovher, and

very logically person who has a definite group of followers and hence = certain amount of

responsibility, Therefore I would like to address these few thoughts to you so that you may

judge: your effect on possible followers of the younger generation.

Your talk on the morals facing the present day scientist was very thought provoking,

interesting, and basic. Your second talk to which I refer, about the election of Stevenson,

also had these three qualities which were mingled with the stamp of "petty politics! Now

that the subject has been mentioned, I would like to comment on your opinions. "Hind sight"

nakes the discussion and opinion forming process an extremely easy one, and your remarks

about Eisenhower were entirely along these lines. You admitted that when Eisenhower was

slected, you were satisfied with his capabilities. Then you proceeded to describe your

reasons for negating these capabilities on the grounds of post-convention actions. You

topped off the argument by saying that Lincoln was a good President who had a good General,

but this General Grant made a very mediocre President. Now my question is why did you not

nention this at the time of the convention. Either you did not give much thought to it,

Or you were being swayed by illogical arguments against Eisenhower's opnosition. To me

a great thinker is one who can reason into the future as you have done in the past but

have failed to do in this present comedy of "airs". This is not an effort to tear down your

stature, which in some circles is considered highly impossible, but I am completely amazed

at your supposed interest in electing a great thinker for the Presidency while you were

apparently sitting quiet during the convention and previous four years with "Fappy Harry"

in the front seat,

The big issue of Americ-'- —- 72.2 wt ow = NY

either Ike or Adlai st ti:

n0t mention here the policies which T we" re"

in our present position of world stature, 1un vour previon

fram ty

- thoucshr!

Noy an n“wrao-nt “irection, with

Co Ye YC . I shall

rs  unrealistic

- nl mentioned that



the higher the resi-tance between iv J “-eiions. the creater w' "Ta=t to

attenuate this resistance in some frrm or other, This is very logical, In 17V¥e manner,

the higher the potential between two entities. the greater the ultimate discharee or

conflagration will be when this potential is of the opposite polarity. These similarities

sxist today between Americas and Russia, When the potential is of the sane polarity

however, there exists complete coordination. The potential can be made the same only through

3 common cause which is infallible and this can only be God.

[ realize that many of your thoughts are along this latter line and I do not want

to appear to harsh, However, for you to spend time and energy creating short run illusions

of America's greatness under Stevenson, seems a complete waste to me. Besides, how can

vou trust a man who said he would shoot himself before running for President and then

jump in with both feet, as Adlai has done. Would that this and all other election energy

be directed for a common good.

oping that I will no longer witness your complete philosophic change,

Sincerely yours,

Cg J. 4a Nn

Whitehouse
fraduate Student MIT



Jetober 29, 1952

wr. Glenn %W. Preston
Regeare’ 7

Phila on
Phil - Penna,

Ne 1 www -

I have received your letter of October 29 and the
accompanying peper entitled, "Recelver Design Cri
teria by the Method of Maximum Likelihood," I
receive so many such requests that I have been forced
to refuse them all in the interest of protectiog my
time for my own work, except those for which a fee
for professional consultation is pald, My rate for
professional consultation 1s $200 a day with a
minimum of $200, As there has been no suggestion of
a fee in your letter, I presume that you do not care
to undertake such an arrangement, I am therefore
returning to you the erticle under the szme cover,

Jincerely yours,

OT ry Wiener

wr



1221 E.71s%t Place,
Chicaco 19, Ill.
Oct.37th,1952.

Dr. Norbert “iiener,
The Wassachusetts Institute of Technelogy,
Cambridre. lass.

Dear Jr. .siener,

-_— * s . o

ixply to tell you how much 1 have basen enjoying reading your books Cybernetics
and The Human Use of iuman Beinrs and to add a few comuients.

Tor some time in the pase 1 have been vor: mmch interested or rather concerned

with the problem of establishing an auditory "feed-back" in my brain because
since last Mar I have been striving to develop the ability to hear through
intensive auditory training on account ol my life time deafness. Oo reading
your Looks confirmed my theory thal it was necessary to hear and speak at the
same time so as to making my "feed-back" function more spontaneass and that
as in the past talking without hearing myself and resding lips have taken so much
snergyv because of my conscious efforts,

So far I have made a little progress but it requires a great deal of
patience. I find that there are uany subtle factors that have to be considared
and worksd out. Naturally, it is very fortun-te that I have a very rood memory

ind a larc-e vocabulary and so on.

Naturally, I have for a long time baen interested in the so-called elecirm ic
brains although I have no training nor experience in the field of electronics
as well as mathemzticms. I did major in mathematics at Harvard many rears
aro; alas, I have forgetten most of the stuff. So I was very much interested
tn what vo: had to sav in vour books.

It is my firm belief that without the ability to he=r it is out of questim
for the average deaf person to function more or less in our society. However,
I have found to my own experiences as well as efforts to work out iy emotional

problems with the aid of psychoanalysis that there are still many semantic
difficulties which confront the whole world and that had such di”ficulties
heen mkakmk clarified and eliminnted life for the deaf would become much easier

I was very much impressed by what you had said sbout the lack of intellect
courage in our society. I agree with you one hundred per cent because I have
been very much horrified by so much muddled thinking espacially on the part
of professional Dersons. I continue to refuse to make any kind of cowproise
in 1ife because of mr desire to face the truth directly and to be willing to
test and express my doubls frsely and openly. Thus, I am counting upon the
establishment of the ability to hear which is still so remote to help me to

stand for mv own ideals.

It would be awfully nice if I can obtain s hearing aid using junction
transistors which I understand would be much nore power ful than the most
powerful hearing aid now on the market, for in this way it would hasten the
process of the development of the ability to hear. Naturally, I would he
+1ad to make it myself if I can secure a good hook-up froa ths 3211 “abpptories.



{ was also very much interested in the problem of the chess-plaving machine,
‘je can le.rn plenty from efforts to develop chess plaving machines that would
think shead at least ten moves. Lt would be wonderful if such a machine cold
re made, for in this way we would be making vast prorsress in other fi=lds.

Vou denress me so by saving, "The sense of tragedy is the sense that the wa 1d
is not a pleasant little nest made for our protection, but a vast and largely
lostile environment, in which we can achieve great things only by defving the
rods; and in which this defiance insvitably brings its own punishment. It is
a dangerous world, in which there is no security, save thie somewhat negative
one of Yuiility and restrained ambitions. " It is because I have no security

at all mainly to due yy dealness vwiich I blame for my enotional problems largels
Neturally, with the e bility to he.r I would have liad much less difficulty in
the emolional resli. Sometimz azo I told mself that I would be a zenimus if

I agtahlished the shility to hear.

. I regret very much over giving up the study of chemistry years aro at the
University of “hicago. At that tine I saw great possibilities of making use
of mathematics in chemistry and of developing a new branch-structural engireering.
[ cave it up because of ny deafness mainly. After all, it was very necessary to
discuss such stuff over and over again with professors and so on. “iithout
‘Le abilitv to hesr it is out of question to succeed much in life.

The other day I was thinking about the mechanism of "feed-back" and found
ny self wondering about the mechamdsm of tropism. I want to apply that to
the f#eld of psychology especially. Thus, I shall be on the look out for
the possible tronistic factors in our live

{ do hope that vou would get out another hans -ror.

With best wiches fron

Samuel Yioolf.
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CENTER. 630 Fifth Avenue. New York 20 « CABLE ADDRESS Essandess « Tv =~1oNE Circle 5-6-4100

October 31, 1952

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I have talked over your proposed change of title with
soth Mr. Schuster and Mr. Barnes. None of us thinks too highly
»f it because (1) it does not so clearly tell what the book is
about as the original title; (2) it is more difficult to remember;
and (3) its real significance can only be understood after the
book is read, not (as with an ideal title) before the book is
rurchased.

Of course, if you feel very strongly on the matter,
ve will do as you wish, in which case, I hope that you will at
least consent to omitting the definite article and have it read
SCHOLAR!S APPRENTICE: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN EX-PHODIGY.

Mr, Barnes has come up with another suggesticn that
appeals to me — WUNDERKIND: THE AUTOBIOGHAPHY OF AN EX-PRODIGY.

Another subtitle I think we might consider would be
something like THE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST
JISTINGUISHED SCIENTISTS or THE INVENTOR OF CYBERNETICS.

We shall all give the matter further thought; but a
*4inal decision should be reached very soon as we already have a
very attractive design for the jacket and would like to get cories
jone in time for the large semi-annual sales conference that takes
place next month.

Very &gt;

 -—

/.

Dr, Norbert Wiener
department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge 39, Mass.
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