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Washington, D. C.,
September 17, 1950.

Num: Gudod £m 33

File: 73-0/553.1"50"/15

Mr. Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Department of Mathematics,
Tambridee 39, Mass.

Dear Mr, Wiener:

With reference to your letter dated on the Tth of
this month, on the possibilities of arranging for Professor
Laurant Schwarz, of the University of Nancy France, to visit
Mexico and deliver a few lectures, I am pleased to inform you
that your communication has already been transmitted to the

proper authorities.

As soon as a reply is recelved from Mexico, we will

re glad to communicate again with vou on this subject.

Yours very truly,

For the Ambassador.

JL. 3 Graham Gurris,
rat Secretary.

CPV: dmg.



MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE
NASHVILLE 8, TENNESSEE

-ANCER RESEARCH LABORATORIES

or. P. F., Hahn, Lirector

September 18, 1950

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
lassachusetts Institute of Technology
SJambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Your secretary wrote to say that it will be convenient for you to arrive
in Nashville on Wednesday, October 11 and remain until the following
afternoon, I am sure this will work out very satisfactorily and be
assured that we shall all look forward to seeing you here at that time,

Very truly yours,

"aul F., Hahn
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THE ASIA INSTITUTE
PETER GRIMM

President

ARTHUR UprHAM PoPE
Chancellor
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13 67th
X EAST ‘Bh STREET
NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

REgent 7-7400

September 19, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

ly dear Professor Wiener:

I'm not much given to fan mail writing, but I found
such prodigious satisfaction in the reading of your book (twice)
on "The Human Use of Human Beings" that I have to make an ack-
nowledgement somewhere.

I am in vociferous agreement with everything you said
with the possible exception of some implications about cat intel-
ligence; you may have a higher opinion of that scientific abstrac-
tion "The Laboratory Cat" than I have.

I have to deliver a convocation address to some gradu-
ates taking advanced degrees in our Institute and I'm going to
porrow shamelessly from you. I can't squeeze in more than one
footnote on that occasion, partly because the amenities forbid
It and also because I don't want anyone to infer the painful
truth that I get all my ideas from other people.

I owe you thanks for the nostalgic glow from your re-
ference to the Tamworth Iron Works.

The whole book reminded me of a cold winter evening,
I think February, 1908; I was studying philosophy with Royce
Santayana and the rest of that galaxy, living in Conant Hall,
As I came home, I saw you standing there addressing the Mathe-
natics Club; it was a fascinating and delicious spectacle; and
I stood there in the cold, wondering whether this was a dazzling
flash or the beginning of a self-generating pile. Your book ane
swers the question.

Thanks for a heartening few hours in a confused, dismal
and dangerous world.

You're too busy to even answer this.

Very sincerely yours,

WLP:m
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Aschwin Lippe, Asso.Curatorgleot.of Far Eastern Art
THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

September 20th 1250.

Lr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass

Jeary Dr. Wiener:

First of all I wish to anologize for lettizg you
wait so long for an answer. ‘hile in Eurone, I had not left a
forwarding address as I moved around a lot, so I only found your
letter in Holland shortly before my return biginning of Septem-
ber. I decided to speak to Tucci first which I have done in the
meantime.

I was very surorised and very glad when I read
your letter, and I greatly anvrecizte your attitude. As to
your judgment of Tucci's character, I am inclined to agree on
most points, with the excention of the "rather shallow emotions!
He certainly is very unbalanced, to an extent sometimes that : -
worries me. Unfortunately 1 do not have the influence on him
to be the balance-wheel you are speaking of and which he would
need. In this concrete instance however, I think I can be some-
thing iike it. In any case I shell try to mediate between your dif-
ferent view points, and I can guarantee that not a work,is going
to be published without your written consent. how far he will be
able to understand and interprete you and your endeavours in a way
accentable to you , we shall see. I myself have had lengthy snd
violent discussions with him on the subject of science and
scientific thought and method which, I am afraid, he has a ten-
dency to blame for abuses gue to the human weaknesses of the scien-
tist, and for the neople win employ him and exvloit his output.
The nroducts of science gnd the snecialisation of the scientist
who lost his huraniterian basis have helved to further avtoritariznism
but, to my mind scientific end rational thinking on an individual
olane is still the only, if feeble and incomplete, safeguard against
just this develooment. Scientifique thinking and method, if they
deserve this name, are naturally and essentially ovnosed to any
asutoritarianism, nolitiesl, religious. or otherwise.

I do hone that my function as an umpire, I would rather
say mediator, will not end by both of you being "brouillé" with me.
Tuveei - if T did not rention that before - agrees with vour terms.

As to armageddon (¥hich I had to look vp in Webster's, my
Bible knowledge being somewhat weak)- it would really be so much more
sironle if we could sveak or think in terms of the forces of the good
waging battle against the forces of evil. One even wouid not mind the
big bang afterwards auite as much.

Jerv sincerelv vours
”
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Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council
28 Newbury Street - Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE * MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY * TUFTS COLLEGE

ParkER WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KENMORE 6-6522

September 21, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-165
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am most happy to confirm the arrangements for your discussion
of the question "Will Machines Replace Men in Industry?" with
President Leonard Carmichael of Tufts and Dean George R. Harrison,
Professor: Harold L. Hazen and Professor Douglass V. Brown of M.I.T.
Ne shall meet at four o'clock Tuesday afternoon, September 26, in

the[Moore Room} 6-321, M.I.T. It appears almost certain that we
shodId conclude the discussion by 8ix o'clock at the latest.

At this writing we have not yet completed our search for a qualified
high school student who might be invited to put questions to you and
your colleagues at an appropriate point in your conversation.

Dean Harrison and I are particularly pleased that you are going to
join in this experiment in science broadcasting. I feel confident
that the outcome will be worthwhile and satisfying.

J lite (
Parker Wheatley “LO,

onmh
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Arthur 4. Aittle Ince,
MEMORIAL DRIVE
AT KENDALL SQUARE

ESTABLISHED
1886

CAMBRIDGE &lt;4, MASSACHUSETTS
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») eptember 22, 1950

Professor Norhart Wiener
Foom 2-165, UM. I. T.
77 YMassachusetts Avenue
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Near Professor Wiener:

We wish to thank you for your comments
on our IVDOUSTEIAL BULLoTIN article on sutomatic
memories. A copy of the Bulletin in which this
article appears will be sent to you when it 1s
n1h1% "eng,

Fn a Jae "a
| Ture

=LITETNC
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TEL. PLAZA 9-8078 CABLE ADDRESS
HORCHBOOKS NEW YORK

FRANZ J. HORCH
AUTHORS’ AND PUBLISHERS’ REPRESENTATIVE

325 EAST 57TH STREET

NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

September 22, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Thank you for your letter of September 20th.

I am handling the translation rights in Houghton
Mifflin's for many years including THE HUMAN USE
OF HUMAN BEINGS.

As far as your suggestions concerning a Japanese
and German translator are concerned I have for-
warded your instructions to my respective repre-
sentatives and asked them to see to it that the
publishers in the respective countries try to work
out an arrangement with the persons named by you.

Siin cer

/ elya you

r Ss ’

ra

Franz J. Horch

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE TO MANUSCRIPTS WHILE IN OUR CHARGE.



PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES
INCORPORATED

463 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 14, N. Y.

CHELSEA 3-1000
A 191888 RF

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

RETURN TO US PROMPTLY THE ATTACHED
ACKNOWLEDGMENT WITH SHIPPING INFORMA.
TION."PROFESSOR NORBERT WIENER

DEPT. OF MATHEMATICS

MASSACHUSETTS INSTIT. OF TECH.

9-22-50 FZ RENDER BILLS IN DUPLICATE TO

463 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 14, N. Y.
PROMPTLY AFTER SHIPMENT.

SHOW ORDER NO. ON BILLS, PACKAGES, ETC.

 CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS. ADDRESS ALL CCRRZSPONDENCE
RELATIVE TO 7:iiS GRDER TO

MURRAY HILL, N. J.

 1 VIA:

PLEASE FURNISH THIS COMPANY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS

AND CONDITIONS:

reii

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF TRIP TO OUR MURRAY HILL LABORATORY

ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1950.

CONDITIONS OF
Bills will be paid in accordance with the following schedules unless otherwise agreed:
Schedule 1 «10 day bills’*:—Bills dated from lst to 10th not later than 15th; from 11th

0 20th not later than 25th; from 21st to end of month not later than 5th of following month.
Schedule 2 “15 day bills”:—Bills dated from lst to 15th not later than 23rd; from

i6th to end of month not later than 8th of following month.
Schedule 3 “30 day bills’’:—Not later than 20th of month following date of bill,
No charges allowed for packing or cartage, unless otherwise agreed.
All specifications, drawings, technical informatien or data furnished to you hereunder

shall be used only in the manufacture of material furnished to us and shall be returned

lo us upon request.
All patterns, dies, moulds and tools which are furnished by us shail be returned to us

promptly upon completion of the work called for in this order.
By accepting this order you hereby warrant that the material to be furnished hereundel

will be in full conformity with the specification, drawing or sample and agree that this
warranty shall survive acceptance of and payment for the material, and you agree to save
us harmless from any loss, damage or expense whatsoever, including attorney’s fees, that
we suffer as a result of your failure to abide by such warranty. We reserve the specific
right to have rejected material replaced by you or not at our option and at the purchase
price stipulated in this order. Material rejected shall be returnable to you for full
credit at the price charged, plus transportation charges. We reserve the further right to
accept a part of any shipment which fulfills our specifications and to reject any part which

PURCHASE
joes not fulfill such specifications and to consider this order breached to the extent of the
amount of the rejected material.

By accepting this order you certify that you comply with the “Fair Labor Standards Act,
1938, as amended.” Should we receive credible evidence that you have not done so we may
zancel this order and refuse to take delivery under the same and may return goods
lelivered hereunder and obtain reimbursement therefor.

By accepting this order you hereby guarantee and agree that all machines, devices and
materials furnished hereunder (and the normal use thereof) are and shall be free and clear
of infringement of any valid patent, copyright or trademark, and that you will, at your
own expense, defend any and all actions or suits charging such infringement and will save
us, our customers and those for whom we may act as purchasing agent, harmless in case

of any such infringement.
We are not bound by any printed matter on suppliers’ acknowledgment forms or invoices

which impose upon us conditions at variznre with the tefms of our contract or with this
order.

Additional conditions on

BELL TELEPH@!

BUYER
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ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

All obligations hereunder are subject to Governmental Agency Regulations,
including those affecting or limiting prices, production, purchase, sale, use or inven- ~~~ «or»
ory of materials.

oo ) . . . . Co, Sey

If the face of this order carries a notation that all ortany. portion thereof
covers materials intended for use in connection with contracts of the United States

Government then, in accepting this order, you agree to the following conditions:

Performance under this order will be carried out in compliance with the pro-
visions of the statement of labor policy contained in House Document No.
250, 76th Congress, Third Session, September 13, 1940, relative to overtime
pay and Federal, State and Local statutory provisions affecting labor re-
‘ations, hours of work, wages, workmen's compensation, safety and
sanitation; further, you will not discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment because of race, creed, color or national origin.

You will bring to the attention of each person employed by you in performing
inder this order the provisions of the following:

U. S. Espionage Act.

Section 1 of U. S. Congressional Act of January 12, 1938, relative
0 photographs, etc., of military and naval installations and equipment.

J. S. Presidential Executive Order No. 8381, dated March 22, 1940,
sertaining to Section 1 of Act of January 12, 1938.

f the face of this order carries a notation "Walsh-Healey Act Applies” you
shall comply with the provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act in the production
of goods covered by this order. See Act of June 30, 1936, Public 846, 74th
Congress, as amended.



RETURN PROMPTLY TO
. ACKNOWLEDGMENT

BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES
INCORPORATED OF ORDER

463 WEST STREET

NEW YORK 14, N. Y.

PROFESSOR NORBERT WIENER 9-22-50 FZ

DEFT. OF MATHEMATICS

MASSACHUSETTS INSTIT. GF TECH.

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

A 191888 RF

PLEASE GIVE SHIPPING
INFORMATION SPECIFYING
DATE IN SPACE PROVIDED
BELOW.

TRAVEL EXPENSES CF TRIP TO OUR WURRAY HILL LABORATCRY

ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1950. 578.13

THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT INDICATES OUR ACCEPTANCE OF YOUR ORDER FOR ABOVE

VIERCHANDISE SUBJECT TO ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS THEREIN INCLUDED.

WILL SHIP.
(GIVE APPROXIMATE DATE!

sUPPLIER____

YATE  SIGNED

=.1248 (4.49)



September 22, 12850

Dre Se Ae Simeone
Iteveland Clty idospltal
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear 24m

I hen
Amare,

» von have left Doston between two
vn coin to mlag you a lot,

mention to ask you.
nr, but L am a

~nod many changes

. yn

L
%
ir

Lr

PE ea “nena, and then he
3 ng to me that
he and that he 1s
punt, 8° then he ever has.
Te peta kro that nz gerious had
re ==nd to him tha vartly what he would
6e I haven't any dir-nt evidence that any-
thin~ has gone wron~ with his h-alth, but if
it had you would be the first to know 1t.
[f then you can find 1t at all consistent
#1th your medical responsibllity and every-
thinz 1s in order, will you please rive us,
nla dear friends assurance in the matter
ar+! remove ga serious sources of worrve

varcare* loipa w-
a, yy “roy ©

aa eandine rerards to

or

Norbert Wiener

anfe 20 4



Columbia Anibersity
in the @ity of New York

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

WALTER B. PITKIN

P.O. Box 524, Los Altos, Calif.

Sept. 24,1950

Dear Mr. Wiener:
Your pleasant note in hand leaves me with a

sense of guilt. I am always more voluminous than luminous when
aroused by somebody with creative ideas. This time you are
teh vetim, (typing errors.)

Pay no further attention to my effusions. If they
put an 1dea into your head, that will be reward enough. And if they don't,
treat them as background noise.

Just to annoy you a little, may I suggest that you put
gome over-eager student at work bullding an electronic tennis player?
Here we see the simlest dichotomy in actionjour robot merely has to
return the ball to the spot in the court furthest from its opponent.
The robot's racket might be attached to a free-swinging arm at the
canter of the back line of the court.

This new champlon might soon discourage all college
sports and start a great movement mek to the classrooms. The most
gport-crazy frshman can hardly keep his enthisasms for sport at fever
level when he emerges from a bout with the robot. I hope higher edu-
cation may some day exterminate college athletics with some such gadget.

@)
Sincerely, y

= }



RarLrE S.BANAY, M.D.
709 PARK AVENUE

New York 21, N.Y.

BUTTERFIELD 8-9060

cept 25th 1850

Professor Norbert Wiener,
lhe Massachusetts Institute of Technology
3oston,
aoca,

Deer Professor Wiener,

is Secretary of the Section of the Legsl Aspects of Psychiatry of the
American Psvchistric Associstion, I vould like to extend to vou en invi-
tation to deliver e peper at the next ennusl meeting of the fmerican
Psychiatric Associstion, to be held iley 7th: to 11th, 1850, in
cincinnati, Ohio. Ve are errenging a svmpczium on "Anti-Social Behavior"
and there will be three other speskers of eminence.

The theories which you put forward in vour book "Cybernetics"! =re
considered to have great significance in psychiatric thinking anc we
Feel that vour peper, if you aie zble to zceept this invitation, would
*111 a scientific need.

The paver will take between twenty and thirtv minutes to deliver.
[ shell look forwerd to hesrine from vou snd hore that vou will see vour
rev to sceentines this invitetion.

Sincerely

Secretory,

L A Foti
Belnh 35. Renav., #7

section of Legel Aspects of Psychiatry
imericen Psvchietric Associztion

SBime



TELEGRAMS: “LAYOUT * BOMBAY TELEPHONE: 25017 &amp; 25018 ( AIRFREIGHT)

SHEARER, FOGES &amp; PARTNERS,
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Our Ref :-

Your Ref:

209/10, “ ADELPHI"

3, QUEEN'S ROAD,

BOMBAY, 1.

25th September 1950.

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Professor of Mathematics, .

Fassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Masse
U.S.A.

Deer Dr. Wiener,

I thenk you very much for your kind letter of August the 24th,

which reached me via Vienna 4 days ago.

I very much appreciate the interest vou have taken in my manuscript

and the understanding you have shown for its spirit.

With vour application of statistical mechanics to control problens,

you have helped greatly to overcome a conceptional difficulty of my

Collisionmechanics.

This difficulty was the very reason for my reluctance to publish

it fully uptil now, inspite that it had proved its power and its results

are in perfect agreement with experimentally established facts.

After the Indisn Science Congress early this year, two well known

Theoretical Physicists challenged the quentity " oc " which appears in my

squation for Plancks Constant "h"a I was accused to have fixed its numerical

value arbitrarily as 1.

"Alpha" has the peculiar property of being either of measure zero

or measure 1, but all my attempts to prowe conclusively why it must behave

like this failed.

vant



SHEARER FOGES &amp; PARTNERS, PAGE NO.2 ,

When I read your "Cybernetics", I knew at last not only why &lt;&lt;

must behave as it does, but why my own attempts to find it out were bound to fail.

Nothing short of re-inventing Lebesgue's theory of measures could have

been successful.

In my first enthusiasm, I was tempted to identify o¢ with the Lebesgue

measure straight away, but I saw very quickly that the matter was not so simple

as all that, since my system is non-linear.

Fortunately it proved possible to meke it linear by introducing a new

independent variable.

There is quite a possibility that the operation by which I made my

non-linear system linear may have a much wider range of application, than just

for my present problem,

There is strong evidence that the specific type of stable non-linear

oscilla tion appearing in Collisionmechanics is the only type which can exist

in an assembly containing one ergodic component.

If this is so, any stable non-linear oscillation appearing within a

stationery non-ergodic system, should be reducable to a set of linear oscilla tions,

by introducing new independent variables, according to the procedure I have

used for my specific problem.

If my assumption should prove correct, your "Generalized Harmonic Analysis"

could deal in a general way with any stable non-linear oscilla tion appearing in

stationery statistical assemblies.

I believe this aspect will interest you particularly in connection with your

physiological work and this is my excuse for asking you to spare a bit of your most

valuable time.

[ should be grateful indeed, if you would agree to criticize

Collisionmechanics before publication and to write to me your opinion. There

is nobody I should trust more to put his finger on anv weak spot.

TontA



SHEARER FOGES &amp; PARTNERS,
PAGE NO. Ze

When I receive a positive reply from you, I shall forward immediately

the manuscript.

Very sincerely yours,

Feore
—iT

“osls
Dr. George Foges.
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ZDITOR: JEKUTHIEL GINSBURG, YESHIVA COLLEGE, AMSTERDAM AVENUE &amp; ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-SIX STREET, NEW YORK CITY

ASSOCIATE EDITORS: RAYMOND CLARE ARCHIBALD, ADOLF FRAENKEL, LOUIS CHARLES KARPINSKI, CASSIUS JACKSON KEYSER

GINO LORIA. WILLIAM D. REEVE. VERA SANFORD. LAO GENEVRA SIMONS

SCRIPTA MATHEMATICA

September 25, 1950

Profescor Norbert Wiener
ass, Institute of Technology
C8mbridge, lass.

Dear Profescor Wiener:

It ig with a nervous feeling of guilt and mortification
that I find myself compelled to report to you that your valuable
review of Frank's bilography of Einstéin has been misplaced at
ny office or at the office of our printer. We have been dili-
rently searching for it in both offices, but so fer of no avail,
It will probably turn up at some later date but in order to
ovoid further delay in publishing it, I take the.llibérty of ask-
ine you to plesse send me Wy carbon copy of the manuscript,

I am extremely sorry to have such a thing happen, especislly
to a paper written by you, Please accept my humble apology for
the ennoyance caused you by this matter. I can assure you that
it will) never happen egain.

With many thanke for your kind cooperation and with reiterated
2peloglies, I am

Sincerely vours,

JRAMofD4ada
Jekuthiel Ginsburg

JG: EE
Fad

A QUARTERLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO THE PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY, AND EXPOSITORY TREATMENT OF MATHEMATICS





NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 53, N.Y.

DEPARTMENT OF

ADMINISTRATIVE ENGINEERING

TELEPHONE: LUDLOW 4-0700

September 25, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
lassachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am very happy that the general outline of the territory
suggested in previous correspondence appeals to you. Of
sourse, Improvisation will be fine If you prefer this. How
would you like to have a small group of executives avail-
able for an equally “‘mprovised discussion of your paper
through the eyes of the practitioners of management? Cnce
your thoughts have crystallized, +t would be an easy matter
to develop a few questions which the panel would take up.

I am looking forward to hearing from you egain when matters
have taken on more tangible form and also where we may perhaps
pick you up prior to the meeting which is slated to start
around 6:30 PM.

Sincerely yours

Alex W. Rathe
Associate Professor

awr/eop



September 25, 1350
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aa lugeun of Art
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any thanwza for your kind 1-t+t-= nf the 20th.
2y this tix om thorm- wkd 4 the
new serestre . “er the ¥ ™ anernra ~0 my new
book and tl» confusion © ' ths tn International

lathematlical vVonrress. £1 ealling for france
in January, end in between - heve rot myself into
a schedule of lectures and orsanization of
courses that the very devil ceruldn't make easye

In view of this 1 don't thin» '* is aporopriate
time for my prnfllatione=~» + tr» —~e=d npofllement,
Let's let the thinr slide »- : urn from
Bomane

leantime, thank vou wow
whieh I gre~ily ~~

FET ~ Tae ay T~+ter

Sincerely Torr

Norbert Wiensnr
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September 25, 1950

Prreiagsor John von Yeumann
Insvitute for Advanced Studies
Frinraton. New Jersey

0 -

fr.
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the ter
that 1+
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Browder of our D-wartment himself
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rather hard to find a Job for a
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/ JOSIAH MACY, JR. FOUNDATION
565 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 21

WILLARD C. RAPPLEYE, M. D.
PRESIDENT

FRANK FREMONT-SMITH, M. D.
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

TELEPHONE

REGENT 4-2461

CABLE ADDRESS

MACYFOUND, NEW YORK

Sept. 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Dept. of Mathematics
Mass, Inst. of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am writing to take advantage of
your generous offer to help when you said that
you would be happy to give me a list of the
purchasers of your book on Cybernetics.

If your secretary could send me this
list, it would help a great deal in the adver-
tising transactions of the Macy Foundatlon
Conference on the same subject.

It would also be a tremendous favor
if your secretary could send me the addresses
of the following publications so that we may
send them copies of our books for reviews.

"Bulletin of the Mathematical Society"
"American Scholar"(EndeavorScrita Mathematica"

Also, would you please tell me where I may ob-
tain a copy of the "Hixon Symposia on Feedback
Mechanisms.

Thanking you for all your help in this
natter, I am

Sincerely yours,

A

Jangf Freed,
Asst. for Conf. Pro.

JF/jme

 A a a
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Dre Forbert Tlener
Nenorh ent of Vatlheastics iT
‘raraciugetts Institute of Techolosn
Iaanridre 33, linss,
Tar Gpenr Tor, der ome

Troi &amp; short bilogrosry of 8 recently decensed math enn cinn nrrond,
[ lesyn of fle ohiect of studies br thes- professionals, find trat tie
tie ~loent plavs a verv i.ortent role in their field of observation,
vimne tine is of their spprosriste field ,mey T interject thetTfeel 3% ds
tide from Vey 12th, tre dete nf wy dispstelding the ve Canitells Cver:suled
ro receive 2 rwedly,especirlly as I wrote vou sever DORAN Ss LUE,
Ton wrote me on Lev omd of the anrment verr snd T vote: " trat T ws
imeigt om mv own rules snd resulotiore,” You will readily r@mly thot no
‘am is boss over hinself.Tn this time lag you were crlled that mory tTliaes
For vour physiological furchions and thus wey you discern trot one eannog
~et out rules 2s to his rovesents snd actions, Besides we have Jubibed
from our ecrlier unbringirz to he civil ond polite when a preserby in
3oobridee seys (Good norning,Dr, Wiener vou surely Tell rim:good orning
nd it is a rice weather,Vell, since lest 'ry,the lovely spring,we heve
rutuon now and you have not told this man, [aX Teshernael, bool And spesking
&gt;f tise, perait me to yuote from the Qomdskioner of lator statistics
1 a first half of this century saw ansgzing changes in industry. Tn 1900,
sorporations produced only shout ©3% of menufecturing out ut in Tre U,S5,
wah todav,corsnrations sroduce shout C0%,The corsorstion ras grown in
2gono.iic sirmificonce because it is the form of business organization best
squin ed to achieve maxima efficiency in production 7 And you ¥now thot
ww orososal is to tre effect that the 107 leg is to be also under the
sorsorete setup, obviecusly ss ore pool in our econony.And is this ard to
ancerstend 79hy do you eonswae that much time You realize ow much ie
pasted in the meantime.,Over here in Few York we have the General Zssenbly
1d 1% is seid that the U,Y, b=2g sone sixty noirts on its arendn, while
ye word froa Dr, deter is to suffice to tell them how to resolve their
nerve wrecking points snd fold up 2nd go hone to celebrate thelr Christmas
anong their own ,The word to spread scround is that Capitalism Cverhouled
bakes adeyuately care of treir worries.And speaking of time you surely are
nore thet we have built up some morsls on this earth Are vou not aroused
hy a sentence in the Trologue on neoge one:''Tvery Fellow Taman is in duty
bound not to go in weste is life , but to contribute souething useful and
for tre bet exruent of the contenporsries and ostoritv.And another: inv
so avare of this solution and by shoving still is an accohplice to o
n capital crime "Nuch blouwd is snilled over in Korea and for wheteTH dg on
erroneous iaeology thet nen ofed lod ond one word from vou Dr, Wierer
cov resolve this bloody mess,

The word is to the effect to notify tre Secretary General of the U,V,
ond tle Avierican Delegation that hero fter 1oF Oo 0italisn (verreuled ond
its directives toke cere vwiereupon T shrll incieste the whole approcch,
Tm conclusion a Joke I overresrd on 2 television rogram the otter adore
A Viennese professor cane to this country end hed sn interview This
professor expounded I presume the  letonice philosonhy that 211 objects in
"ature awe nerve concepts and nothing else.Fe tock as 2n exsaole tho
interviewerts ond end ssid there is no hand end told him to sl2p hin on

the free (The interviewer tried it Rxext first softly but upon tre
Jooniehiient of tre professor wos told to do it harder,Yell, the intervie-

caodddit ord tre nrofeacor keeled over ond told iva to combryol Lre mobbing



a Little bet er and thre oral of tre joke is that this writer Fre a renrt
2nd a hope to see Lis brain-erild osersting in our lifetime snd for tlre
good of mernkind end for the inberrsts of © 3tebil zed economic life yy I
pe suenecsful tlds tine, the Eth, to receive reply that vou endorse vhole -
heartedly tie cor orste wey of 1ife and th-t vou cbligste vourseclf to
collaborate providing it does not interfere with vour profescorisl duties,

Very sincerely vours



EDUCATIONAL ADVISER

TO PARENTS AND SCHOOLS

Jorter Sargent
Il BEACON STREET EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

SARGENT'S HANDBOOKS

1B or Fora

September 23, 1950

Prof. Norbert ¥iener
Department of dathematics
liaesachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert Wiener:

The shock of Zipf's death and the
realization that his last letter remains
unacknowledged leads me to hasten to
acknowledee vour brief note.

I don't know how much you admired him,
put I look on you two as the best brains
in Cambridge.

I haven't found a separate paper to
send you, It would be only the latter part
and the dlagrams that would interest you
in any case. Probably you may find it in
the Tech library.

It is marked in the bibliography on the
back vage of the enclosed leaflet.

#hat I discovered was a third nervous
system whereby messages could be cabled from
the optic lobes to the musculature, avoiding
the usual synapses. But its significance
was not seen by the orthodox, and it has not
neen accented.

But I continue like a few others to be
unorthodox, subversive, and obscene in the
original meenings of those words. ils

How about coming over for Scotch at tea-
time or better still for dinner at seven?

e SR

Faithfullv wr





WOR
1440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 18

LONGACRE 4-8000

Sept. 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
2/0 Pat McManus
Houghton Mifflin
432 4th Ave.
NeY.Co

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Your guest appearance on the Rar-

bara Welles show certainly gave us an interesting

program, and I did want you to know how much I ap-

nrecliated your cooneration.

I thought the interview was excell-

ent, and many listeners have written to sav how

nuch they enjoyed hearing you.

Again my thanks.

Sincerely,

rs

Barbara Welles
(Helen Eall)

GENERAL TELERADIO, INC. . MEMBER, MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM

WOR New Yoel - WOR-tn Now York -
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The Aity Cullege
CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET

NEW YORK 31, N. Y.

SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

September 28, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

As chairman of the program committee of the Basic Science
Division of the New York section of the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers, I have the pleasure of inviting you to be our guest speaker
at one of our meetings during the coming season.

These meetings have been tentatively scheduled for the
following evenings: Thursday, January 11, Tuesday, February 20,
and Thursday, March 8. We are most anxious to secure you as a
speaker. We therefore extend this invitation to you before contading
anyone else in the hope that one of the dates will be convenient to you.

These sessions are planned as one to two hour lectures
addressed to large audiences having an average electrical engineering
background.

Your recent books have greatly stimulated our interest, and
one topic that we would like to hear you discuss would be: ® The
Sociological Implications of Electrical Engineering Progress®. However,
we will of course leave the choice of the title and the content of the
lecture to vou.

I sincerely hope to receive a favorable answer and I look
forward to meeting you on the evening of your lecture.

Yours very sincerely,

CF/s
c.c. Prof. Schwartz
c.c. Mr. Bramhall

Cecilie Froehlich,
Associate Professor of
Electrical Engineering



Tel:
2300, Ext. 650

Graduate College,

Princeton, N.Jd.

28th. September 195C.

Dear ProlIessor Wiener,

1 would be very pleased if you could speak On
November 2nd. at one of the Weunesday IZIvening Forums
held in the Graduate College.

These meetings are held at 7.15 pm immediately after
dinner, and normally consist of a talk lasting about
30-50 minutes, follewed by a question period. I leave
the choice of a sucject to you, but since the audience
is composed of graduate students in all fields, I wcula
suggest something not too specialised or technical, but
still preferably counected with cybernetics.

Lf this date does not suit you, are there any other
Weunesaays in the next few months (except those from
December l4th. through January 3rd.) when a talk might be
arranged?

Should you be able to come, the House Comunittee would
be glad if you would join them for sherry at ©, and then
for dinner here in Procter Hall, We would &amp;lso pay your
expenses and, if desired, provide accomodation for the night.
Other deteils can be arranged later, if necessary.

1 very much hope that you will be able to come,
and that we shall have the pleasure of meeting you.

Yours sincerely,

§ ~ C-
- .

(Graeme C. Moodie)

oS
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Chicago, Ill. Sept. 29, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

You may be interested in the Growth-Reproduction Cycle =
biological counterpart of the Carnot Cycle. This was first
iescribed about ten years ago as you will see by the enclosed
reprints. Such interest as appeared at that time vanished with
the onset of the war and has not since been resumed.

I have, however, continued to check the inevitable effects
&gt;f the cycle with available information and am more firmly
convinced than ever that it existse No one has offered evidence
that it does not exist. I have considerable that it does.

Sometime ago I came upon Life, Thermodynamics and Cybernetics
by Le. Brillouin and then, of course, upon your Cybernetics.
I felt that the time might be ripe for further discussion of
ny subject. Accordingly I began again to apply my spare moments
to the project. My purpose has been to justify the cycle with
organic evolution, to simplify and clarify my presentation and
to extend the work somewhat.

What causes me to believe that you may be interested is the
passage to be found on psge 46 of Cybernetics. You infer that
life processes are irreversible but you seem to be careful not to
be too specific. Whether paths are reversible or not is seemingly
quite important. The paths of the G=K cycle are reversible in
theory. It can also be shown that they actually do become re-
versed under certain circumstances. I touch upon this point in
NY New paper.

I write you with considerable hesitation. You may or you may
not be interested. I expect your reaction to depend entirely
upon this point. If you feel that I have something which may
increase man's understanding,Iwill be pleased to forward my
new paper to you.

Yours very sincerely,

Jr

i. L. Eichhorn
10942 S. Church St.
Chicago 43 Ill.



TWENTY VESEY STREET » NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

September 29, 1950

Dear Professor Wiener:

This year marks the 85th anniversary of the founding of The Nation, the
s1dest political weekly in the United States.

To celebrate almost a century of service to the enlargement of the demo-
cratic way of life, we shall publish on December 9, 1950 a special issue on "Peace
¥ith Russia -- Can it be Negotiated?"

For months The Nation has given much thought to the consequences which
would ensue if an atomic war should begin. Last April The Nation Associates or-
ganized a two-day conference for the single purpose of discussing this danger. In
the opinion of the experts who participated in the meetings, were such a war
launched, no country could emerge the victor, For all nations the issue is the
survival of the basic institutions of civilized society.

We have come to feel that it should be possible through negotiation to
remove at least some basic causes of conflict between the East and the West without
sacrifice of the principles which underlie the democratic way of life.

Historic precedent supports our view, Britain, Russia's traditional rival
in the centuries-long struggle for power, has, at certain critical periods, been
able to resolve its differences with Russia without resorting to war.

In spite of the mutual hostility demonstrated in Moscow and in Washington,
we believe that both governments would welcome &amp; face-saving formula which would
make negotiation possible. Even more important is the fact that whether or not they
would welcome such a formula, the desperate alternatives that face the world meke
on effort at agreement absolutely imperative.

We propose in our special issue:

1) To demonstrate the point that negotiation is not appeasement.

2) To define the issues underlying the conflict between the East
and the West.

Z) To support solutions which might be reached through agreement.

Adopting as our premise the proposition that peace by agreement need not
mean appeasement, the special issue will dig down to the roots of the conflict in
Europe, Asia, the Middle East and Latin Americs.

It will examine the revolutionary ferment in the world, and its bearing
apon the struggle between Russia and the United States. It will consider the
policies which must be followed in poverty-stricken and backward areas if that ferment
is to lead to peaceful change rather than to uprisings and war.



PEEE Lees

Jt will discuss the clash of ideologies and the question whether communism
and capitalism can co-exist in peace 1f imperialism and policies of expansion are
held in check.

It will present and analyze the solutions which might be applied to each
particular situation and to the overall conflict.

We have invited to participate in this discussion Prime Minister Nehru of
India; The Right Honorable Anthony Eden, Deputy Leader of the Conservative Party of
Britain; H.E. Edouard Herriot, President of the French Assembly; Foreign Minister
Osten Unden of Sweden; Israel's Ambassador Aubrey Eban; Jean Paul Sartre; Harold
Nicolson; and a number of experts in the special flslds to be considered. All have
in common a devotion to democratic principles and to peace without sppeasement,

I am writing to ask if you would join a small committee sponsoring the
special issue and the purpose it hoves to achieve.

I know I do not have to say to you that action by governments to bring
about peace with honor depends, in 1ts most fundamental aspects, on the will of the
people.

The discussion we shall publish is intended to bring a measure of sanity
into a situation which is complicated at the moment by hysteria and penic. We are
under no illusion that in the present atmosphere a discussion of peace by nego-
tiation will immediately fall on receptive ears. But in the end this view must
prevail and liberal spokesmen in this country and abroad must accept the responsi-
bility for promoting it.

[ look forward to vour acceptance of this invitation.

Cordially yours,

} ooA aL hens ©
Freda Kirchwey
Editor and Publisher

N



WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY

STLEVELAND CITY HOSPITAL

CLEVELAND 9, OHIO

29 September 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Technology

Dear Dr. Wiener,

It does my heart "good" to have your letter of September 22nd
expressing concern about Arturo. As you know, Arturo is my very dearest
friend and I've been concerned about him for some time. As each month
goes by, however, I feel that the chances grow better and better that
he will not have trouble from the tumor which we removed. Whenever
I hear from him, I scrutinize every word and try to read between the
lines in fear that he is not telling everything in order to keep us
from worrying. In fact, however, IT had a nice letter from him about
ten days ago, and I find no indication whatsoever that he is not well.
[ do believe he is in good health.

The pace he keeps, of course, is not particularly good for him
although I know he enjoys it and it would be next to impossible to con-
vince him he should be more leisurely. His mind is so very active that
it doesn't permit him to relax for any length of time. I think Arturo
wouldn't be happy if he didn't keep up his terrific pace. You may rest
assured, however, that to the best of our knowledge. he is in good health

I shall miss your meetings of the Philosophy of Science Club,
I felt that I was with the original "Founders Group" way back in '3}
and T know I shall get lonesome for the stimulating discussions.

We are gradually getting settled down here in Cleveland.
Martha and I want to be assured that if you and your family are ever
in or near (Cleveland you will not fail to come to see iis.

With best wishes,

FAS/ak Fo. A. Simeone, N.D.
Director of Surgery

id
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FTONI STRASSMAN

TELEPHONE

TEMPLETON 8-7974
24 EAST 61st STREET

NEW YORK 21, N.Y.

Sept. 99, 1950

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Than you for your aote . Centerbor 18.

aha? 3
I shall look forw-rd to recelvivey MP yi Yd eh Si

zs O11 you when you huve accu TeeNn epee dE nye cecumulzted enougoO place it in ny aznds. Hobed cough

Sincerely,

Te Nal  LZ .

TONT STRACSNHAN

Pr. Norbert Wiener
Yessachuset’s Institute of Technology
Derartaent of Yathemntlics
Cembridge 22, Mass.



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

sepuemper £9, 1950

Dear Norbert:

Thank you for your letter of September 25th concerning Dr.
Felix Browder. I am now writing you to tell you that we con-
sidered his application this week, and I rezret that I have to
report that we could not act on it favorably.

All the personal recormendations that we received on Browder
were favorable and sympathetic, and so were our feelings on the
subject. I read Browder's thesis and I think I have, on this basis
a first-hand evaluation of the quality of his work. It seemed to
me, and this was the judgment of my colleagues too, that Browder
1s quite good, but not so obviously first-rate as to justify the
emergency measures which we would have to take at this point. He
obviously needs a teaching position, but it would not seem to any
one of us that our granting him a one-year membership would provide
a sufficient momentum to achieve this.

With best regards,

Sincerely ours.

Dll
JVN:eg

"OEN FON NEUIANN

Professor Norbert 'iener
Massacuhsetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 38, lass.



AMHERST COLLEGE

Amberst, Massachusetts
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

September 30, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

There has been a good deal of interest = I hope intelligent =
on the part of some students and teachers at Amherst College
in your book, Cybernetics, and the problems it suggests.

I wonder if we could persuade you to came to Amherst some
time this winter for a lecture on the subject to be presented
before our general student group. I think we can assure an
interested if not a competent audience.

Could you let me know at your convenience if you would
consider the proposition.

rely,eLs
JAE

7

Nn LI 7 J

Harold H. Plough
Professor of Biology
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