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EMBAJADA DE MEXICO Washington, D. C.,
September 17, 1950,

Num.: fiéﬁn

File: 73-0/553.1"50"/15

Mr. Norbert Wiener,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Department of Mathematics,

Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Mr, Wiener:

With reference to your letter dated on the Tth of
this month, on the possibilities of arranging for Professor
Laurant Schwarz, of the University of Nancy France, to visit
Mexico and deliver a few lectures, I am pleased to inform you
that your communication has already been transmitted to the
proper authorities.

As soon as a reply is received from Mexico, we will
be glad to communicate again with you on this subject.

Yours very truly,

For the Ambassador,

%olés Graham Gur:;"a ¥
)/First Secretary.




MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE
NASHVILLE 8, TENNESSEE

CANCER RESEARCH LABORATORIES
br, P. F. Hahn, birector

September 18, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematies
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:
Your secretary wrote to say that it will be convenient for you to arrive
in Nashville on Wednesday, October 11 and remain until the following

afternoon, I am sure this will work out very satisfactorily and be
assured that we shall all look forward to seeing you here at that time,

Very truly yours,

1a




September 18, 1950

My, James G, Blair, Librarian
Yale Club
Vanderbilt Avenue and Fortye=fourth Street
New York 17, New York
Dear My, Blair:
I am sure you can get a copy of nggggotign
through the publisher, John Wiley and Sons,
440 Fourth Avenue, New York City.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs, Hargot Zemurray, secretary
tec Dr, Norbert Wiener



September 18, 1950

lr, Donald Bruce, Editor
Technocracy Digest

1166 West “Yeorgia Street
Vancouver, British Columbia

Dear My, Bruce:

I have previously received a certain amount
of communication from people interested in
Technocracys As Zdchnocracy not only ine
volves a theory of life but a certain

amount of propoganda organigation, i feel
very ?oaltant to identify my name explicitly
with 1%,

I don't want to brinz doewn the thunderbolts
arainst you that are fallingprandel think

very Justifiably on the heads of the dlanetics
peoples ;

You understand that ih the confusion of fan
mail, and possibly hostile mail, & must
watch my step very closely,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
LEY



September 18, 1950

Proféssor Le M, Graves
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear Professor CGravess -

Enclosed 1s Yrofessor Wiener's paper which
was delivered at the International Congress
of Mathematicians.

Very sincerely yours,

lirs, Margot Zemurray, secretary
to Dr, Horbert Wiener



September 16, 1950

n!‘-i Re J. Hmrd

170 Summers Street
Charleston, West Virginia
Dear My, Howard:

I have myself been thinking alongz the relation

of quantum theory and relativity to communica=

tion theory. There is a close releation, I
have no doubt, and I have some i1deas as to
its detalls but not enough to make a complete
theory.

If I do at some future date, + hope 1t will
appear in a form in which 1t may be accessible
to you.

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Nvisg



sOP tember 18, 1950

Mr. Toni Strassman
24 East G618t Street
New York 21, New York

Dear Mr, Strassmant

Many thanks for your letter of the l1l2th.
For the present, I have no unbespoken
material, but I should be very glad to

send you material at some later date when
enough has accumalated,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Wez
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! 13 67th
PeTER GRIMM X EAST 7#h STREET
President St VN NEW YORK 21, N. Y.
ArTHUR UpHAM PoPE /
Chancellor sl i REgent 7-7400

September 19, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

My dear Professor Wiener:

I'm not much given to fan mail writing, but I found
such prodigilous satisfaction in the reading of your book (twice)
on "The Human Use of Human Beings" that I have to make an ack-
nowledgement somewhere,

I am in vociferous agreecment with everything you said
with the possible exception of some implications about cat intel-

ligence; you may have a higher opinion of that scientific abstrac-
tion "The Laboratory Cat" than I have.

I have to deliver a convocation address to some gradu-
ates taking advanced degrees in our Institute and I'm going to
borrow shamelessly from you. I can't squeeze in more than one
footnote on that occasion, partly because the amenities forbid
1t and also because I don't want anyone to infer the painful
truth that I get all my 1deas from other people.

I owe you thanks for the nostalgic glow from your re-
ference to the Tamworth Iron Works.

The whole book reminded me of a cold winter evening,
I think February, 1908; I was studying philosophy with Royce
Santayana and the rest of that galaxy, living in Conant Hall,
As T came home, I saw you standing there addressing the Mathe-
maties Club; it was a fascinating and delicious spectacle; and
I stood there in the cold, wondering whether this was a dazzling
flash or the beginning of a self-generating pile. Your book an-
swers the question.

Thanks for a heartening few hours in a confused, dismal
and dangerous world,

You're too busy to even answer this.

Very sincerely yours,

@mrjéﬂm@%

Juris P2 /g]



September 19, 1950

f

i
ﬁf”tviaiun of Pasaports
|

. Dgpartment of State

Gpgtlemsnt

t I Yave received the appointment of a

' Falbricht Pellowship for the second verm of the
) present academic year, 4 am enclosing an

| expired passport to cover my wife and myselfl,

' anc ‘also & certified copy of her naturalization
 pepers. I myself am a native born American

| ¢Qtipen, bhorn November 26, 1894 at Columbia,

i Mi,iatrmri °

f I shall be very much obliged if you glve me
f\k* issport valld for France, England, Italy,
'Bpain, Belgium, Holland, the American and
| English zones of Germany, Switzerland, and
~ the Secandinavian countries, If it can be made

of sven grcater scope, I am going to llexico after
r:é:rn from Europe, and althouzh at present

|, my

.1 do not need more than & tourist certificate
| jfor that trip.

i

f I am Alan enclosing data concerning my daughter,

| . MargaretgWiener, who will be of age by the time

I/, lof the t¥ip, She will want a separate passport

/ 'as she will be spending most of her time in

ff ¥nglend, I should also like separate passports
f'égr myself and my wife, as 1t will be highly

'

sireable for my wife to visit relatives ing
| rmany while I am staying in Frances, In addition
', o the usual references, 1 refer you to My, Pnilip
‘' Raine, Cultural Attache of the United States
- Embassy in Mexico, as to details of how I have
. worked with the American Embassy there,

ﬁ' 3 Sincerely yours,

L | Norbert Wiener



September 19, 1950

kire Bdward Alexander
2835 Vest Division Street
Chicago 22, Illinois

Dear ¥Fr, Alexander:

I have no cornection dlaneties nor do I
approve the fanfare of claims which
Mr, Hubbard makes. If he has used any
art of my ideas, he has dcne so at ap
- hls own reagonuibility, and I do no% consider
myself Involved in any way in his ideas.

'Sineerely yours,

Herbert Wiener



September 19, 1950

lMre David Dietz
Scrigpe-ﬂoward_Eowlpapors
The Cleveland Fress Bulldine
Cleveland 14, Ohio

Dear Mr. Dietsz:

Thanks very much for your letter of the
twenty~fifth of Aupusts I feel hizhly
complimented that you have thoucht my
bock worth four consecutive columns,

As to the Christmas meeting, I don't
think that I can meke it. I have to go
to france soon afterwards, and I am so
loaded down with lectures before that I
think the best thing to do is to let
well enough alone,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

Wiz



September 19, 1950

My, Domld B. Edmonton
Franklin Technical Indtitute
41 Berkeley Street

Boaston, Massachusetts

Dear My, Bdmontont

I do not endorse dlanetics in any waye. The
fanfare with which 1t is written does not
suggest to me any dependable background of
scientific thouzht,

Very sincerely yours,

Borbert Wiener
Wiz




September 19, 1950

Herr Max Fischer
Munchenelasing

Cervantesstr. 15
Nunchen, Germany

Dear Herr Fishnar:

I don't lmow how seriously projects for the
melting of the Greenland iece cap by atomic
energy are to be taken, One thing is manifest.
Either they will be unsuccesful or perilous
boyond beliefs For one thing the change in
the level of the ocean would drown out a

great many of our ports and greatest cities,

i refuse to believe these things to be
practical politics until I see a great deal more
detailed consideration of thelr effects.

Sineerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWig



September 19, 1950

Nr ": B, Gy -d-enry
. ‘621 ¥leventh Street
| Wilmette, Illinois

lear Mr, Henry:

iynm delichted to receive youg note concorging
Cybernetiza and the Human Use of Human .
i1 am erested alse in vour intellectusal =elngs
‘background which is both varied and relevant,
Tour attitude to Freud agrees with my own ownj
namely, that he is & good forerunner and a bad

| complete mentor, Houghly speaking, he is &

John the Baptist and not a Jesus “nrist,

As to Korzybski, if I gave the impression of res=

| pecting him, that 1 gave an impression which does

| not eorrespond to the facts. knew how muech of

| & charlatan he was, but I did not desire to get

 into an unnecessary row., As to your inquiry as

| to why Cybernetiec work wasn't done earlier,

| the answer is that it.is never a miracle that
any work isn't done earlier. Work appears when
the ground is ripe for it, and the engineering
work on which Cy ernetics is based 1s recent.

i ' -1 am very interested in your comments on the nature
/ of invention, It does not change very much my
/| - 1dea that the law is meant to ppotect a noneexisting

stage of the invention technique,

g ' As to what you sey about the"symboleers" and the
{ - gadgeteers, I feel that I belong somewhere in
between thems Iy natural thoughts are symbolism,

but I have associated with gadgeteers long enough
to be able to think in their terms. As to what

| you say about operation gadsets for overcomins

. the diseases of organizationse-an organizational
cadfiet 1s just about as good as the people behind
it and no better. I have very little conf'dence
in the existence of a universal cure for the
mechanization of human beingse When sun power



Mr. B, G, Henrye-2

goes we may be able to keep zmoing on other

| power, but my confidence in Santa Claus is
eonsiderably less than yours.
Meantime I am interested in what you have to
say about your boye I hope to see him and
have him work with me sometime,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

KWz



September 19, 1950

Mr. Randal Heymanson
Australian Newspapers Service
Times Annex

229 West 43rd Strest

New York 18, New York

Dear lr, Heymansont

I am very gratified by recelving your
letter of the 28th of Augusts 1 think that
in discussing the pressure put on the syndl-
eated columist there are indirect prossures
which are greater than those which you name,

1 think the first difficulty is in starting one's

carser, Onece one has reached a certaln degree
or position, he has also reached a certaln

. degree of independence in his opinionsj but
7 Af he sterts with indepeandence, he wil ver

have positions The result is that even our
honest men are those who have been carefully

‘broken in to the idea of keeping thelr mouths

shute

 In sueh matters as the handling by our columnists

of anti-aircraft defense, and the atomic bomb,
the syndicated silence for which they are repen
ponsible 1s, alas, only too clear,

What you say about the old Scotch dominies
appeals to me, My own education was at the
hands of my father who was a very good Germanw
Jdewish example of something very similar, Such
an education hurta, but 1t certalinly contains

& kernel that is very well worth while.

0f course, 1 know very well that the original
fdea of radar came from “ngland, It is still
true that the development came from both sldes
of the ocean, and thaet fhere was an enormous
effort on the part of young men here te carry
on the worke The problem of radar was not



My, Randal Heymansone-2

merely the ecentral problem which had been solved
by the inventors of the cavity oscillator, but
the much greater one of Bringing the whole of
electrical engineering up to a fineness of con=
ception which was suited to such delicate tools.
This second part of radar work was completely
international from the very beginning, I am

not saying this in any chauvinsitie vein, but
merely expressinz the facts as they appear to
IS e

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
W



September 19, 1950

Lt, JG Robert Bs Mark
USS Valley Forge CV45
¢/o FPO San Francisco, California

Dear Lieutenant Mark:

Dy, VWiener's book on the "Fourler Integral

and Certain of Its Applications" may be
urchased throurh the Cambridge University
rasa, 200 Euston Ro&d, N.'.l‘ mm, Engm.

The Cambridge University Press 1s represented

this country by Macmillan , 60 FifthhAvenue,
New York City, and you might be able to
obtain a copy through them,

Very sincerely yours,

Mrea llarg;%, Zermrray, ucroury’
to Br. Norbert Wiener

NWez

b
R :



i
§ September 19, 1950
i':
l

lir, Walter B, Pitkin

P"c Box 584

Altes, California
Do;u- Ny, Pitkins

i
g:nxi for your zood will and your letters.
ir/ voluminousness has left me feeling

11ke{;n emateur boxer after a ay punche

!

/
Aa q%on as my consciousness returns to
normal, and the dutles that accumulate
d the be§1nn1ng of term are less

8ro
shall try to write you a real

ﬂ-‘t:gl‘o
1 * L

i Sincerely yours,
it '

Norbert VWiener

e



September 19, IQSOﬁgqﬁ

gx:{fasor A%:xiﬁg E;tho
ollege of IEngineering
He®v¥orkiUnivéerstity
Univeraity leights

New York 53, New York

Dear lNre Eathe:

Vo un pes/ENIERiSS 000 “aiqaman), oome
to me perfectly all risht, and roughly

speaking I can talk in the territory that
you wishs Please give me however time to
think 1t out,

In general, if I am allowed the degree

of om to improvise on the spot in

a8 field that has been already agreed upon,
I do my best work, '

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Wiz



Septemberld, 1950

Mr, P, Roberts

\  Departmsnt of Anas
Unt g

versity College London

'\ CGower Street, VW, C.'1

. London, Encland

| Dear My, Roberts:

\I have been delirhtsd to receive your
'letter, Meantime I shall be in Europe
sometime around the first of February

with Paris as my headquarters, but
frequent trips to Enzland,

Gio on with the good work,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
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September 19, 1950

Airborne Instruments Laboratory
160 0ld Country Koad
Mineola, New York

Dear Mr, Rockett?:

You already know that I have decided not
to give a talk to the AIEE, but to pass
the rtsponsibilitg on to my colleagues
lirs Wiesner, lir, Fano, and Mr, Lee, I
appreciate very much your @urning to me
first, but 1 feel both that I have been
& little bit overactive on the platform
and that my younger collearues deserve

& hoaring,.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWeg



September 19, 1950

Dr, Arturo Resenblueth

Instituto Naclonal de Cardiologia
Calzada de la Piledad, 300

liexico, Dy Fus Mexico

Dear Arturosc: ilucinne

I shall be with you in about a year, MNeane
time, I am up ito ry neck in geiting my French
lecturss ready. They seem to be coming along
very nicely, and I ar very hopeful of success
from the trip.

Yy B Use of %;ga is out and doing
very togl !n.!ﬁe ??ne of contributing to &
1ittle change for our old age. Family things

are goin% excallently, and we are both of us
looking forward to our next Mexican trip with

a great deal of antilcipations I promise you that
by that time; I shall have no other oblizations

but your own,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Nz



September 19, 1950

Nre. Porter Sargent

268 Weybridze Road

Brookline, Massachusetts

Dear My, Sargent:

I am very gratified by your letter. I

shall be interested to see your early work on
neurclosical matters,

S8inecerely yours,

Norbert Wisner
NWeg



September 19, 1950

lpre Charles R, Suska
The Bristol Company
Vaterbury 91, Connecticut
Dear Mr, Suska:
gﬁost very strong that you gzet in touch
with Bernaré S, Sensc Benaon—Lenner OYDes
11941 Eilsnire Blvde, Lesnxngelel 25, California.

Nre Bonson has been working on an appeszatus of
exactly the type your letter concerns,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Vieneyr
N¥:g



tSpgtenber 18, 1950
P ™

i
{ aar®”

#

liss Dorothy Thompson ok
257 EZast 48th Street //” \ g
New York, New York _ ]’Z/ / ¥

Dear liiss Thompson:

I notice that today an appreciable part of

your column in the Boston Globe isg devoted

to mes It seems to me that you have com-
pletely misunderstood my point of views I am §
quite as disturbed as you are concerning the
consequences of the replacement of labor by
automatic machines which is coming at a reasone
able speed at present, but which will come et
an immoderate speed if we engage in a major
ware.

I happen to lknow what the technical possibilie
tles of this fleld are, and I have considered
it my duty to tell these possibilities to
other peoples Among the pecple whom I have
chosen to announce my results to is Mr. Walter
Heuther of the Union of Automobile Workers.

He can tell you very well that I am neithep
indifferent to the soeial consequences of what
is happening, nor gratified by thems

I am.aeoing_tha;h?y publiaher send you a copy
of new book %ggga se of ings.
May I ask you in fairness to rod3§§gg§ your
column your opinion of what I have said after
you have read this book, rather than depending

on newspaper articles which as you know are very
often beyond the control of the intervéowee.

I have admired a great deal your stand in many
matters of Buropean and world politics, and I
value your good opinion very highly.

Sincerely yours,

fi

Norbert Wiener
NWsz



September 19, 1950

Miss Louise E, Thornton
342 Medison Avenue
lew York 17, New York

Dear liss Thornton:

Thank you very such for your kind letter.
I éo remexber Foxboro very well, and 1
am not sure that we did not meet there,
It belongs to the very early memories

of my childhood,

Althouzh my recollectlions are quite limited,
I remember a 1little stream with a dammacross
it 1 remember a pond where we used to go
swimming, and i remember the walk to the
village from where we lived, I remember

the old engineer who was hospltable to me
when 1 game in and looked at his machinery.

This is a jumble of recollections, and
doesn't mean much, but it brinzs you my
thanks and good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



September 19, 1950

Vahash College
Crawfordaville, Indiana

Dear Dean Trippet:

Thank you so much for your cordial invitations

I should like to accept for Wednesday, NovemberS,
but I shall not be able to leave Boston until
after my nine o'elock class Wedneaday morning.

I will arrive by plans and spend Wednesday
night, and as much of Thursdey as 1 can--

that is, I have to be “aeck at MIT for another
nine o'clock class on Friday morninge.

I sincerely hope all this meets with your
approvel, as I am looking forward very
much to my visit,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWsz

/see /1350



September 19, 1950

Dre #rthur A, Yard
Department of Surgery
School of Medicine
Universlty of VWashington
Seattls 5, %ashington

Dear Die Wards

liahy thanks for your letter of September B.

I am a little short of photographs at present,
shall send you one as soon as I get one,
Neanwhile our family 1s in a turmoll in connec-
tion with my planned trip to “rance for the
second semester,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWig S

Ly 10~7-527



Aschwin Lippe, Asso.Curatorslept.of Far Eastern Art

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

September 20th 1950.

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass

Dear Dr. Wiener:

First of all I wish to apologize for lettimg you
wait so long for an answer. While in Europe, I had not left a
forwarding address as 1 moved around a lot, so I only found your
letter in Holland shortly before my return biginning of Septem-
ber. I decided to speak to Tuceci first which I have done in the
meantime.

I was very suroprised and very glad when I read
your letter, and I greatly appreciate your attitude. 4s to
your judgment of Tucci's character, I am inclined to agree on
most points, with the excertion of the "rather shallow emotions!
He certainly is very unbalanced, to an extent sometimes that : »
worries me. Unfortunately I do not have the influence on hinm
to be the balance-wheel vyou are speaking of and which he would
need. In this concrete instance however, I think I can be some-
thing like it. In any case I shell try to mediate between your dif-
ferent view points, and I can guarantee that not a worlﬂis going
to be published without your written consent. How far he will be
able to understand and interprete you and your endeavours in a way
acceptable to you , we shall see. I myself have had lengthy snd
violent discussions with him on the subject of science and
scientific thought and method which, I am afraid, he has a ten-
dency to blame for sbuses dgue to the human weaknesses of the scien-
tist, and for the vpeople wiv' empldy him and exvloit his output.
The products of science gnd the snecialisation of the scientist
who lost his humanibarian basis have helped to further auvtoritarianiam ' ..
but, to my mind scientific and rational thinking on an individual
plane is still the only, if feeble and incomplete, safeguard sgainst
just this develooment. Scientifique thinking and method, if they
deserve this name, are naturally and essentially ovpnosed to any :
autoritarianism, political, religious, or otherwise.

I do hovne that my function as an umpire, I would rather
say mediator, will not end by both of you being "brouillé" with me.
Tucei - if I did not mention that before - agrees with your ~térms. .

As to armageddon (Which I had to look up in Webster's, my
Bible knowledge being somewhat weak)- it would really be so much more
simple if we could speak or think in terms of the forces of the good
waging battle against the forces of evil. One even would not mind the
big bang afterwards quite as much.

Very sincerely m OZ

/W. 7 s 2'5——“5?]




iber 20, 1950

Mrases He My Ahearn
Arihur Dy Little, Ines
Chemists-LEngineers
liemorial Drive
Cambridge, liassachusetts

Dear ips, Ahearnt

I like your bulletin for the memories, There
are two or three suggestions I should like to
makes One is that a recorded memory or tape
can be modified by past experience, and that in
that way we may construct a mechanism which
learns,

Another important consideration is that a
machine should never belleve any statement not
checked by two independent chamnelse A rapldly
operating machine hes not the time to ro back on
itself and correct, and it is far better that the
correction be continuous and instantaneous.

There is far more to be said about these
things, part of which I have said in my
Cybernetics and in my new book The Human

Use of Human Beingse
Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

Wvisg



September 20, 1950

Mr, Franz J, Horch
325 East 57th Street
New York 22, New Xork

Dear ¥y, Horch:

I would 1like to have you take charze of the
translation problem of my book in foreign
languares. ere are two people who are
competent to do a translation job into thelr
respective languages and if 1% will be possie
ble to find publishers to take them on, I
would be very gratified,

In Japan, Dr. Shikeo Ikehara, Tokyo Institute

of Technology, Oh-okayama, Heguroiu, Tokyo

Andestrmemely well-qualified and anxlous to do

the job; and -1milar1£lror German, Mrs, Gertrud Valther,
Fichtestrasse 32, 16 Darmstadt, Uermany, If you

could manage to act as mediator, and put thease

very competent people together with the right
publishers, 1t would be doing me a great favori

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Viiener

NWigz



September 20, 1950

Prcfessor Robert Kline
Center Pandwich, New Hampshire

Ygar Klines

I am sending this application to you along
with the man's letters 1 have no direct
knowledre of his work, and would rather
have his application signed by some of the
offlicials of the 8oclety,

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



September 20, 1950
RG 28350

iy, G, Seger, Director of Public Health
Federal Security Agency
Bethesdayl4, Maryland

Dear My, Seger:

This progect seems to me well thought out

and perfectly practicals It is very much

along the lines that we are work on at

MIT under the leadership of Dr, Jerome ¥iesner
and myself, I do not think that in a field like
this which accrues to the public good that there
can be any real excess of workers in the fleld
and we welcome competition,

The young man who is recommended seems good and
his ideas are in the ri-ht direction, His
report héseledmenscut and Iintelligent one.
Without acceptinzg any responsibility execept such
facts as have been handed to me, my reaction is
to encourage hils work and his project,

I have been out 8f town and I am sorry for the
delay in answering your letter,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW:g



September 20, 1960 -

Mre Je¢ Prentise Womack
201 Fark Vay
Dinube, California

Dear Mr, Womack:

I am very much interested in your letter of

the 15th of August. Since my ti

has come out, 4+ have actually ﬁg ouc

with the labor Unions through ¥r, Waltée Reuther.
I appreciate very much the problem of itinerant
farm labor, but I have not sufficient direct
experience of them to be in a position to take
action by contacting Washing suthorities in

the matter myself,

I suggest very strongly that you see my new
book, and particularly the chapter on the
Second industrial revolutions It may zive
you ideas for gzoing ahead yourself,

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWsz
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we stitute Looperative Droadcasting Lounc

28 Newbury Street + Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE * MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY * TUFTS COLLEGE

ParkeEr WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KEnMoRre 6-6522

September 21, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-165
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am most happy to confirm the arrangements for your discussion

of the question "Will Machines Replace Men in Industry?" with
President Leonard Carmichael of Tufts and Dean George R. Harrison,
Professor Harold L. Hazen and Professor Douglass V. Brown of M.I.T.
We shall meet at four o'clock Tuesday afternoon, September 26, in
the Moore Room} 6-321, M.I.T. It appears almost certain that we

s conc the discussion by six o'clock at the latest.

At this writing we have not yet completed our search for a qualified
high school student who might be invited to put questions to you and
your colleagues at an appropriate point in your conversation.

Dean Harrison and I are particularly pleased that you are going to

join in this experiment in science broadcasting. I feel confident
that the outcome will be worthwhile and satisfying.
|

Parker tley

ouys sincerely




September 21, 1950

liry Fo Hy Rockett

Airborne Instruments Laboratory
160 014 Colony Road

lMineola, New lork

Dear JMyr, Rockett!

Professor Wiener has asked me w .ether 1 would

be willing to take his place in connection with
the talk to the joint AIEE and IRE gection as
suggested in your letter of September 1lle I

am very happy to do this 1f the subject in which
your committee is interested is "Information Theory,"
and inecluding perhaps something of the more genera
aspects of cybernstlics.

I presume that this is the case since I understand
from Professor Lee that he 1s scheduled to talk
on eorrelation techniques on November 21, I
would appreclate your advising me what yomr
wishes are in this metter, and also as to whether
the talk should be of an introductory character
or be more advanced, It would also help me

to kmow who the other speakers in the winter
lecture series are to be.

Sincerely yours,

Hobert kK, Fano
Department of Electrical Engineering



MEMORIAL DRIVE
AT KENDALL SQUARE

Arthur 4.3 ittle, Inc,

CHEMISTS -ENGINEERS

v

CAMBRIDGE 42, MASSACHUSETTS

September 22, 1950

Professor Norbert Viiener
Room 2-165, M. I. T.

77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

We wish to thank you for your comments
on our INDUSTRIAL BULLETIN article on automatic
memories. A copy of the Bulletin in which this
article appears will be sent to you when it is
published.

Very truly yours,
ARTHUR D. LITTLE, INC.

By 4%&A7 4@Mﬁa&¢a«/

Mrs. H. M. Ahearn

ESTABLISHED
1-1-1-]



TEL, PLAZA 9-8078 CABLE ADDRESS
HORCHBOOKS NEW YORK

FRANZ J. HORCH

AUTHORS' AND PUBLISHERS’ REPRESENTATIVE
325 EAST 57TH STREET
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

September 22, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Thank you for your letter of September 20th.

I am handling the translation rights in Houghton
Mifflin's for many years including THE HUMAN USE
OF HUMAN BEINGS.

As far as your suggestions concerning a Japanese
and German translator are concerned I have for-
warded your instructions to my respective repre-
gentatives and asked them to see to it that the
publishers in the respective countries try to work
out an arrangement with the persons named by you.

Sincerely yours,

Franz J. Horch

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE TO MANUSCRIPTS WHILE IN OUR CHARGE.




BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES

INCORPORATED
463 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 14, N. Y.
CHELSEA 3-1000

A 191888 RF

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

RETURN TO US PROMPTLY THE ATTACHED
DATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT WITH SHIPPING INFORMA-
] TION.

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

| PROFESSOR NORBERT WIENER

DEPT. OF MATHEMATICS
MASSACHUSETTS INSTIT. OF TECH.

S TS i " ADDRESS ALL CCARESPONDENCE
LC 39, v RELATIVE TO TiS ORDER TO

9=-22=-50 FZ

SHIP TO:

RENDER BILLS IN DUPLICATE TO
463 WEST STREET., NEW YORK 14, N. Y.
PROMPTLY AFTER SHIPMENT,

SHOW ORDER NO. ON BILLS, PACKAGES, ETC.

PLEASE FURNISH THIS COMPANY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS

AND CONDITIONS:

-

MURRAY HILL, N. J.
~

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF TRIP TO OUR MURRAY HILL LABORATORY

ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1950.

15

$78.13

o

COMDITIONS OF PURCHASE

Bills will be paid in accordance with the following schedules unless otherwise agreed:

Schedule 1 %10 day bills':—Bills dated from let to 10th not later than 15th; from 1lih
to 20th not later than 25th; from 21st to end of month not later than 5th of following month.

Schedule 2 *15 day bills™:—Bills dated from lst to 15th not later than 28rd; from
16th to end of month not later than 8th of following month.

Schedule 3 “30 day bills":—Not later than 20th of month following date of bill.

No charges allowed for packing or cartage. unless otherwise agreed.

All specifications, drawings, technical informaticn or data furnished to you hereunder
shall be used only in the manufacture of material furnished to us and shall be returned
to us upon request.

All patterns, dies, moulds and tools which are furnished by us shail be returned to us
promptly upon completion of the work called for in this order.

By accepting this order you hereby warrant that the material to be turnished hereunder
will be in full conformity with the specification, drawing or sample and agree that this
warranty shall survive acceptance of and payment for the material, and yvu agree to save
us harmiess from any loss, damage or expense whatsoever, including atturney’s fees, that
we suffer as a result of your failure to abide by such warranty. We reserve the specific
right to have rejected material replaced by you or not at our option and at the purchase
price stipulated in this order. Material rejected shall be returnable to you for full
credit at the price charged, plus transporiation charges. ‘We reserve the further right to
accept a part of any shipment which fulfills our specifications and to reject any part which

E-1248 (4.49)

does not fulfill such specifications and to ider this order b hed to the extent of the
amount of the rejected material.

By accepting this order you certify that you comply with the “Fair Labor Standards Act,
1938, as amended.” Should we receive credible evidence that you have not done so we may
cancel this order and refuse to take delivery under the same and may return
delivered hereunder and obtain reimbursement therefor.

By accepting this order you hereby guarantee and agree that all machines, devices and
materials furnished hereunder (and the normal use thereof) are and shall be free and clear
of infringement of any valid patent, copyright or trademark, and that you will, at your
own expense, defend any and all actions or suits charging such infringement and will save
us, our customers and those for whom we may act as purchasing agent, harmless in case
of any such infringement,

We are not bound by any printed matter on suppliers’ acknowledgment forms or invoices
wl‘:iich imp upon us diti at variance with the t of our contract or with this
order.

Additional conditicns on re
BELL TELE

are part ofdthis purchase order.
IES, INCORPORATED




ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS

All obligations hereunder are subject to Governmental Agency Regulations,
including those affecting or limiting prices, production; purchase; sale;use or inven<: -, -
tory of materials.
If the face of this order carries a notation that all or"aﬁyﬁjaér?ion't}ﬁ‘erebf-
covers materials intended for use in connection with contracts of the United States
Government then, in accepting this order, you agree to the following conditions:

1.  Performance under this order will be carried out in compliance with the pro-
visions of the statement of labor policy contained in House Document No.
950, 76th Congress, Third Session, September 13, 1940, relative to overtime
pay and Federal, State and Local statutory provisions affecting labor re-
lations, hours of work, wages, workmen's compensation, safety and
sanitation; further, you will not discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment because of race, creed, color or national origin.

You will bring to the attention of each person employed by you in performing
under this order the provisions of the following:

U. S. Espionage Act.

Section 1 of U. S. Congressional Act of January 12, 1938, relative
to photographs, etc., of military and naval installations and equipment.

U. S. Presidential Executive Order No. 8381, dated March 22,1940,
pertaining to Section 1 of Act of January 12, 1938.

If the face of this order carries a notation "Walsh-Healey Act Applies” you
shall comply with the provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act in the production
of goods covered by this order. See Act of June 30, 1936, Public 846, 74th

Congress, as amended.




: RETURN PROMPTLY TO 3 NOWLEDGMENT e
BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES ACK ; PURCHASE ORDER
INCORPORATED OF ORDER

463 WEST STREET A ‘,‘w ”

NEW YORK 14, N. Y.

PROFESSOR NORBERT WIENER

DEPT. OF MATHEMATICS ,
MASSACHUSETTS INSTIT. OF TECH. PR e P Bt

DATE IN SPACE PROVIDED

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS. s d

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF TRIP TO OUR WMURRAY HILL LABORATORY
OM SEPTEMBER 13, 1950. $78.13

THIS ACKNOWLEDGMENT INDICATES OUR ACCEPTANCE OF YOUR ORDER FOR ABOVE
MERCHANDISE SUBJECT TO ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS THEREIN INCLUDED.

A
gt Sseti L (GIVE APPROXIMATE DATE) -

SUPPLIER

SIGNED
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September 22, 1950

Dr, 3, A, Simeone
CReveland City 3alp1tnl
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Simmys

I hear you have left Boston between two
dayses Vie are going to miss you a lot,
Meanwhile, I have a question to aak you.
It may be very embarassing, but I am a
little worried about a good many changes
in plan that Arturo has madee

First he was goines to HSurope, and then he
did not goe He 1s emphasizing to me that

he is in a mad working vein, and that he is
pushing his schedule harder than he ever has.
We both know that if anything serious had
happened to hzm that is exactly what he would
doe I haven't any direct evidence that any-
thing has gone wrong with his health, but if
it had you would be the firat to know 1t.

If then you can find it at all consistent
with your medical responsibllity and everye
thing is in order, will you please give us,
his dear friends eassurance in the matter

and remove & serious source of WoOrry.

Margaret joins me in sending regards to
you and your wife,.

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

NWsg



Columbia Aniversity
in the Wity of New York

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

WALTER B. PITKIN

P.0. Box 524, Los Altos, Calif.
Sept. 24,1950

Dear Mr. Wiener:

Your [leasant note in hand leaves me with a
sense of guilt. I am always more voluminous than luminous when
aroused by somebody wlth creative i1deas. Thie time you are
teh vetim, (typing errors.)

Pay no further attention to my effusions. If they
put an idea 1nto your head,that will be reward enough. And if they don't,
treat them as background noise.

Just to annoy you a little, may I suggest that you put
gome over-eager student at work building an electronic tennis player?
Here we gee the sgimlest dichotomy in actionjour robot merely has to
return the ball to the spot in the court furthest from its opponent,
The robot's racket might be attached to a free-swinging arm at the

canter of the back line of the court.

This new champlion might soon discourage all college
sports and start a great movement treck to the classrooms. The most
gport-crazy frshman can hardly keep his enthisasms for sport at fever
level when he emerges from a bout w.th the robot. I hope higher edu-
cation may some day exterminate college athletics with some such gadget.

Sincerely, q&7
TV e




Rarpa S.Baway, M.D.
709 PARK AVENUE
NeEw York 21, N.Y.

BUTTERFIELD 8-9060

Sept 25th 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener,

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston,

Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener,

As Secretary of the Section of the Legal Aspects of Psychiatry of the
American Psychistrie Associstion, I would like to extend to you an invi-
tation to deliver & paper at the next snnusl meeting of the American
Psychiatric Association, to be held May 7ths to 11lth, 1950, in
Cincinnati, Ohio. We are erranging & symposium on "Anti-Social Behavior"
and there will be three other speakers of eminence.

The theories which you put forward in vour book "Cybernetics"" are
considered to have great significance in psychiatric thinking and we
feel that your paper, if you are able to accept this invitation, would

fill a scientific need.

The paper will take between twenty and thirty minutes to deliver.
I shall look forward to hearing from you and hope that you will see your
way to eccepting this invitetion.

Sincerely

/L W/n&my-?
Ralph S. Banay, M.D.

Secretary, Section of Legal Aspects of Psychiatry
American Psychiatric Association
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SHEARER, FOGES & PARTNERS,

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

209/10, “ ADELPHI"
3, QUEEN'S ROAD,
BOMBAY, 1.

X Bef :
our Ref 25th September 19 50.

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Professor of Mathemetics, “
Fassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Mass.
U.S.A.
Dear Dr. Wiener,
I thenk you very much for your kind letter of August the 24th,
which reached me via Vienna 4 days ago.
I very much appreciate the interest you have teken in my menuscript

and the understanding you have shown for its spirit.

With your application of statistical mechanics to control problems,

you have helped greatly to overcome a conceptional difficulty of my

Collisionmechanics.

This difficulty wes the very reason for my reluctance to publish
it fully uptil now, inspite that it had proved its power and its results
are in perfect agreement with experimentelly established facts.

After the Indian Science Congress early this year, two well kmnown
Theoretical Physicists challenged the quantity " oc " which appears in my
equation for Plancks Constant "h"e I was accused to have fixed its numerical
value arbitrarily as 1.

"Alpha" has the peculiar property of being either of measure zero
or measure 1, but all my attempts to prove conclusively why it must behave

like this failed.

contd--....-....




SHEARER FOGES & PARTNERS, PAGE NO.2 .

When I read your "Cybernetics", I knew at last not only why o<
must behave as it does, but why my own attempts to find it out were bound fo fail.

Nothing short of re-inventing Lebesgue's theory of measures could have
been successful.

In my first enthusiasm, I was tempted to identify o¢ with the Lebesgue
measure straight away, but I saw very quickly that the matter was not so simple
as all that, since my system is non-linear.

Fortunately it proved possible to meke it linear by introducipg a new
independent variable.

There is quite a possibility that the operation by which I made my
non-linear system linear may have a much wider range of application, than just
for my present problem,

There is strong evidence that the specific type of stable non-linear
oscilla tion sppearing in Collisionmechanics is the only type which can exist
in an assembly containing one ergodic component.

If this is so, any stable non-linear oscillation appearing within a
stationery non-ergodic system, should be reducable to a set of linear oscillations,
by.introducing new independent variables, according to the procedure I have
used for my specific problem.

If my assumption should prove correct, your "Generalized Harmonic Analysis”
could deal in a peneral way with any stable non-linear oscilla tion appearing in
stationery statistical assemblies.

I believe this aspect will interest you particularly in connection with your
physiological work and this is my excuse for esking you to spare a bit of your most
valuable time.

I should be grateful indeed, if you would agree to criticize
Collisionmechanics before publication and to write to me your opinion. There

is nobody I should trust more to put his finger on any weak spot.

Contd........'...
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SHEARER FOGES & PARTNERS, FAGE NO.
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When I receive a positive reply from you, I shall forward immediately

the manuscript.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. George Foges.
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September 25, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mass., Institute of Technology
Cambridge, lMass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

It is with a2 nervous feeling of gullt and mortification
that I find myself compelled to report to you that your wvaluable
review of Frank's bilography of Einstéin has been misplaced at
my office or at the office of our printer. We have been dili-
gently searching for it in both offices, but so far of no avail,
It will probably turn up at some later date but in order to
evold further delay in publisghing 1t, I take the libérty of ask-
ing you to please send me fgcarbon copy of the manuscript,

I am extremely sorry to have such a thing heppen, especliaglly
to a paper written by you, Please accept my humble apology for

the annoyance caused you by this matter. I can assure you that
1t will never happen again,

With maﬁy thanks for your kind cooperation and with reiterated
apologiesg, I am

S8incerely yours,

Jekuthiel Ginsburg
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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 53, N.Y.

DEPARTMENT OF TELEPHONE: LUDLOW 4-0700
ADMINISTRATIVE ENGINEERING

September 25, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge %9, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am very happy that the general outline of the territory
suggested in previous correspondence appeals to you. Of
ecourse, improvisation will be fine if you prefer this. How
would you like to have a small group of executives avail-
able for an equally ‘mprovised discussion of your paper
through the eyes of the practitioners of management? Once
your thoughts have crystallized, it would be an easy matter
to develop a few gquestions which the panel would take up.

I am looking forward to hearing from you again when matters
have taken on more tangible form and also where we may perhaps
pick you up prior to the meeting which is slated to start
around 6330 PM.

5% ncerely yours

M/@%

Alex W. Rathe
Assoclate Professor

awr/eop




September 25, 1950

My, Aschwin Lippe

Associate Curator , Department of Far Eastern Art
The lMetropolitan liuseum of Art

New York 28, New York

Dear lr, Lippe:

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 20th.

By this time I am thoroughly started in the

new semester after the birthpangs of my new

book and the confusion of the late International
Mathema tical Congresses I am sailing for France
in Jdanuary, and in between I have sot myself into
a schedule of lectures and organization of
courses that the very devil couldn't make easye

In view of this I don't think it is appropriate

time for my profilation--or is the word profilement.

Let's let the thing slide until my return from
Europe,

Meantime, thank you very much for your letter
which I greatly appreclate.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
WWiz



September 25, 1950

liss Yatricla idac Manus

Houghton Mifflin Company

432 Rourth Avenue, Corner 29th Strnot
New York, New York

Dear Miss HacManuss

Many thanks for your delightful letter of the
19ths It is a pleasure working with you people
in view of your understand and consideration,

We have the best news of the book here, which by
the present time has exceeded 6,100 copies.

I have a susplcion that at Wellfleet you are
visiting the Willsons. I probably will eppear
there next wesks I hear that Mry Edmund Wilson
thinks rather well of the book,

Sincerely yours,

lorbert Wiener
NWsg



September 25, 1950

Professor John von Neumann
Institute for Advanced Studies
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Johnny:

lirs Felix Browder of our Department finds himself
on the job market. He 1s the son of Earl Browder
of the Communist Party. He has been here for

some years and is a brilliant and dignified student
and in his own dealings completely non=political.
The termination of his job here is due to the fact
that 1t was definitely a limited fellowship, and
implies nothing unfavorably either about his
abllity or his character. Under present circume
stances, 1t 1s rather hard to find a job for a

man with this name whatever his qualifications are.

I would like to see him find a stipend from the
Institute of Advanced Studies, and I know that if
you get him you will be delighted both with his
work and with his personality.

Sincersly yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWig



565 PAREK AVENUE

QJOSIAH MACY, JR. FOUNDATION
4 NEW YORK 21

WILLARD C. RAPPLEYE, M. D.

TELEPH:
PRESIDENT K

REGENT 4-24861
FRANK FREMONT-SMITH, M. D.

CABLE ADD
MEDICAL DIRECTOR DDRESS

MACYFOUND, NEW YORK

Sept. 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Dept. of Mathematies
Mass. Inst. of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am writing to take advantage of
your generous offer to help when you said that
you would be happy to give me a list of the
purchasers of your book on Cybernetics.

If your secretary could send me this
1ist, it would help a great deal in the adver-
tising transactions of the Macy Foundation
Conference on the same subject.

It would also be a tremendous favor
if your secretary could send me the addresses
~of the following publications so that we may
send them copies of our books for reviews.
"Bulletin of the Mathematical Society"
"American Scholar"
[ "Endeavor™
>erita Mathematica"
Also, would you please tell me where I may ob-
tain a copy of the "Hixon Symposia on Feedback
Mechanisms".

Thanking you for all your help in this
matter, I am :

Sincerely yours, _
Jangy Freed,
Asst. for Conf. Pro.

[ns 10-3-307
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/ » 557 Kosciusko St.
| - Brooklyn 21, W.Y,
Sep, 26th 1950

Dr. Worbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

My dear Dr., Wiener:

From a short biography of a recently deceased mathematician abroad,

T learn of the object of studies by these professionals,I find that the
time element plays a very important role in their field of observatien,
Since time is of their appropriate field,may I interject that T feel it is
tinie from May 12th, the date of my dispatching the Vs.Capitalism Overhauled,
to receive a reply,especially as I wrote you sever communications.True,
you wrote me on May 2nd of the current year and I quotes " that I must
insist on my own rules and regulatioms." You will readily admit that no
man is boss over himself,Tn this time lag you were calléd that many times
for your physiological functions and thus may yvou discern that one cannot
set out rules as to his movements and actions, Besides we have imbibed
from our earlier upbringing to be eivil and polite when a passerby in

' Cambridge says :Good morning,Dr, Wiener,you surely tell him:good morning
and it is a nice weather,Well, since last May,the lovely spring,we have
“autumn now and you have not teld this man, Max Pasternal,boelAnd speaking
of time, permit me to quote from the @Gommissioner of laber statisties

" mhe first half of this century saw amazing changes in industry. Tm 1900, .
corporations produced only "about ©65% of manufacturing output in the U.S.
but today,corporations produce about 90%.The corporatien has grown in
economic significance becmuse it is the form of business organization best
equipped to achieve maximum efficiemcy im production ." And you know that
my propesal is to the effect that the 10#% lag is te be also under the
corporate setup, obviously as one pool in our ecomomy.And is this hard te
understand ?Why do yon consume that much time ,You realize how much is
wasted in the meantime,.Over here in New York we have the General Hssembly
and it is said that the U.,N. has some sixty points on its agenda, while
one word from Dr, Wiener is to suffice to tell them how te resolve their
nerve wrecking points and fold up and go home to celebrate their Christmas
among their own ,The word to spread around is that Capitalism Overhauled
takes adequately care of their worries.And speaking of time you surely are
aware that we have built up some morals on this earth .Are you not aroused
by a sentence in the Prologue on page one;"Every fellow human is in duty
bound not to go in waste his 1lifg¢ , but to contribute something useful and
for the betterment of the contemporaries and posterity.And another:iny

so aware of this selution and by staying still is an acceiliplice to a

a capital crime "?Much bleod is spilled over in Korea and for what®Tt is an
erroneous ideology that men shed blood and one Word from you Dr., Wiener
may resolve this blondy mess, -

The word %s to the effect to notify the Secretary General of the U.V.
gnd tpe American Delegation that hereafter let Capitalism Overhauled and
its directives take care whereupon I shall indiecate the whole appreach
In gonclusion a joke I overheard on a television oprogram the other da&-

A Viemmese professor came to this country and had an interview .This -
professor expounded I presume the Tlatonie philesophy that all objects in
nature.are mere concepts and nothing else,.He took as an example the
ipterv1ewer's hand and said there is no hand and told him te slap him en
tqe face .The interviewer tried it £kwmt first softly but upon the
admonishment of the professor was teld to do it harder.Well, the interview-
er did it and the professor keeled over and told him to contrel the nothing




‘a little better and the moral of the joke is that this writer has a heart
and 2 hope to see his brain-child operating in our lifetime and for the
good of mankind and for the interests of & stabilized economic life ,Vay I
be successful this time,the 8th,to receive ®reply that you endorse whole -
heartedly the corporate way of life and that you obligate vourself to
collaborate providing it does not interfere with your professorial duties.
Very sincerely yours

MNzz
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EDUCATIONAL ADVISER Il BEACON STREET EDITOR AND PUBLISHER
TO PARENTS AND SCHOOLS SARGENT'S HANDBOOKS
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September 28, 1950

Prof. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert Wiener:

The shock of Zipf's death and the
realization that his last letter remains
unacknowledged leads me to hasten to
acknowledge your brief note.

I don't know how much you admired him,
put I look on you two as the best brains
in Cambridge.

I haven't found a separate paper to
send you. It would be only the latter part
and the diagrams that would interest you
in any case. Probably you may find it in
the Tech library.

It is marked in the bibliography on the
back page of the enclosed leaflet.

What I discovered was a third nervous
system whereby messages could be cabled from
the optic lobes to the musculature, avoiding
the usual synapses, DBut its significance
was not seen by the orthodox, and it has not
been accepted.

But I continue like a few others to be
unorthodox, subversive, and obscene in the

original meanings of those words. -
ot

How about coming over for Sc at tea-
time or better still for dinner seven?

Faith ﬁ ’ra, */
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WOR

1440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 18
LONGACRE 4-8000

Sept. 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
c¢/o Pat MeManus
Houghton Mifflin
432 4th Ave,
N.Y.Cs

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Your guest appearance on the Bar-

bara Welles show certainly gave us an interesting

program, and I did want you to know how much I ap-
preciated your cooperation.
' I thought the interview was excell-
ent, and many listeners have written to say how
much they enjoyed hearing you.
Again my thanks.
Sincerely,

1 Z}%/W/@

Barbara Welles
(Helen Hall)

GENERAL TELERADIO, INC. *» MEMBER, MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM
WOR, New York + WOR-tv, New York [ 10 ‘3..53]
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September 27, 1950,

Mre Richard Moran
3516 Huntington Avenue
Soston, Massachusetts

Dear Mpr, Moran:

Drs Wiener has asked me to return your
manuscript to you as at the present time
~he simply does not hale the time to
Adook over the many papers that are sent
to him,

/.  Very sincerely yours,

lirss Me Zemurray, secretary .
to Dre. Norbert Wiener i



Che @ity Cullege

CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET
NEW YORK 31, N. Y.

SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY September 28, 1950
DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

As chairman of the program committee of the Basic Science
Division of the New York section of the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers, I have the pleasure of inviting you to be our guest speaker
at one of our meetings during the coming season.

These meetings have been tentatively scheduled for the
following evenings: Thursday, January 11, Tuesday, February 20,
and Thursday, March 8. We are most anxious to secure you as a
speaker. We therefore extend this invitation to you before contading
anyone elsel in the hope that one of the dates will be convenient to you.

These sessions are planned as one to two hour lectures
addressed to large audiences having an average electrical engineering
background.

Your recent books have greatly stimulated our interest, and
one topic that we would like to hear you discuss would be: ™ The
Sociological Implications of Electrical Engineering Progress™. However,
we will of course leave the choice of the title and the content of the
lecture to you.

I sincerely hope to receive a favorable answer and I look
forwa.;rd to meeting you on the evening of your lecture.

Yours very sincerely,

Cecilie Froehlich,
Associate Professor of
CF/s Electrical Engineering

c.c. Prof. Schwartz
c.c. Mr. Bramhall




Tel: Graduate College,

2300, Ext. 650 Princeton, N.J.

28th, September 1950.

Dear Professor Wiener,

I would be very pleased if you could speak on
November 2nd. at one of the Weunesday Evening Forums
held in the Graduate College.

These meetings are held at 7.15 pm immediately after
dinner, and normally consist of a talk lasting about
30=-50 minutes, follewed by a question period, I leave
the choice of a subject to you, but since the audience
is composed of gruduate students in a&ll fields, I wculd
suggest something not too specialised or technical, but
still preferably counected with cybernetics.

If this date does not suit you, are there any other
Wednesdays in tne next few months (except those from

December 1l4th, through January 3rd.) when a talk might be
arranged?

Should you be able to come, the House Committee would
be glad if you would join them for sherry at 6, and then
for dinner here in Procter Hall, We would also pay your
expenses and, if desired, provide accomodation for the night.
Other details can be arranged later, if necessary.

I very much hope that you will be able to come,
and that we shall have the pleasure of meeting you.

Yours sincerely,

(o T2

(Graeme C, Moodie)
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September 28, 1950

lir, Arthur Upham Fope
The Asla Institute
13 East 67th Street
Hew lork 21, New York

Dear Nr., Pope:

Thanks so much for your letter of the 19th.

I trust that I have not been too libellous about
the domestic cats OUtherwise I epprecilate
everything about pbarddmbséte sdthough I am
wondering when I can sluff off the memeory of

my shameful youth and be regarded at the age

of fifty-seven as a mature scientist.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NWig



Chicago, Ill. Sept. 29, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

You may be interested in the Growth-Reproduction Cycle =
biological counterpart of the Carnot Cycle. This was first
described about ten years ago &8 you will see by the enclosed
reprints. Such interest as appeared at that time vanished with
the onset of the war and has not since been resumed.

I have, however, continued to check the inevitable effects
of the cycle with available information and am more firmly
convinced than ever that it exists. No one has offered evidence
that it does not exist. I have considerable that it does,

Sometime ago I came upon Life, Thermodynamics and Cybernetics
by L. Brillouin and then, of course, upon your Cybernetics.
I felt that the time might be ripe for further discussion of
my subject. Accordingly I began again to spply my spare moments
to the project. My purpose has been to justify the cycle with
organic evolution, to simplify and clarify my presentation and
to extend the work somewhat.

What causes me to believe that you may be interested is the
pussage to be found on page 46 of Cybernetics. You infer that
life procecsses are irreversible but you seem to be careful not to
be too specific. Whether paths are reversible or not is seemingly
quite important. The paths of the G=RK cycle are reversible in
theory. It can also be shown that they actually do become re-
versed under certain circumstances. I touch upon this point in
my new paper.

I write you with considerable hesitation. You may or you may
not be interested. I expect your reaction to depend entirely
upon this point. If you feel that I have something which may
increase man's understanding, I will be pleased to forward my
new paper to you.

Yours very sincerely,

« L. Eichhorn

10942 S. Church St.
Chicago 43 Ill.



"“Nation

September 29, 1950

Dear Professor Wiener:

This year marks the 85th anniversary of the founding of The Nation, the
oldest political weekly in the United States.

To celebrate almost a century of service to the enlargement of the demo-
cratic way of life, we shall publish on December 9, 1950 a special issue on "Peace
With Russie -~ Can it be Negotiated?"

For months The Nation has given much thought to the consequences which
would ensue if an atomic war should begin, Last April The Nation Associates or-
ganized a two-day conference for the single purpose of discussing this danger. In
the opinion of the experts who participated in the meetings, were such a war
launched, no country could emerge the victor. UFor all nations the issue is the
survival of the basic institutions of civilized society.

We have come to feel that it should be possible through negotiation to
remove at least some basic causes of conflict between the East and the West without
sacrifice of the principles which underlie the democratic way of life,

Historic precedent supports our view, Britain, Russia's traditional rival
in the centuries-long struggle for power, has, at certain critical periods, been
able to resolve its differences with Russia without resorting to war.

In spite of the mutual hostility demonstrated in Moscow and in Washington,
we believe that both governments would welcome a face-saving formula which would
make negotiation possible. Even more important is the fact that whether or not they
would welcome such a formula, the desperate alternatives that face the world meke
an effort at agreement absolutely imperative.

We propose in our special issue:
1) To demonstrate the point that negotiation is not appeasement.

2) To define the issues underlying the conflict between the East
and the West.

3) To support solutions which might be reached through agreement.

Adopting as our premise the proposition that peace by agreement need not
mean appeasement, the special issue will dig down to the roots of the conflict in
Burope, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America.

It will examine the revolutionary ferment in the world, and its bearing
upon the struggle between Russia and the United States. It will consider the
policies which must be followed in poverty-stricken and backward areas if that ferment
is to lead to peaceful change rather than to uprisings and war.




‘Page .2...

Jt will discuss the clash of ideologies and the question whether communism
and capitalism can co-exist in peace if imperialism and policies of expansion are
held in check,

It will present and analyze the solutions which might be applied to each
particular situation and to the overall conflict.

We have invited to participate in this discussion Prime Minister Nehru of
India; The Right Honorable Anthony Eden, Deputy Leader of the Conservative Party of
Britainy H.E. Edouard Herriot, President of the French Assembly; Foreign Minister
Osten Unden of Sweden; Israel's Ambassador Aubrey Eban; Jean Paul Sartre; Harold
Nicolsoni and & number of experts in the special fields to be considered, All have
in common & devotion to democratic principles and to peace without appeasement,

I am writing to ask if you would join a small committee sponsoring the
special issue and the purpose it hopes to achleve.

I know I do not have to say to you that action by governments to bring
about peace with honor depends, in its most fundemental aspects, on the will of the
people.

The discussion we shall publish is intended to bring & measure of sanity
into a situation which is complicated at the moment by hysteria and penic. We are
under no illusion that in the present atmosphere a discussion of peace by nego-
tiation will immediately fall on receptive ears. But in the end this view must
prevail and liberal spokesmen in this country and abroad must accept the responsi-
bility for promoting it.

I look forward to your acceptance of this invitation.
Cordially yours,

Freda Kirchwey
Editor and Publisker




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY
CLEVELAND CITY HOSPITAL

CLEVELAND 9, OQHIO 29 September 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Dear Dr. Wiener,

It does my heart "good" to have your letter of September 22nd
expressing concern about Arturo. As you know, Arturo is my very dearest
friend and I've been concerned about him for some time. As each month
goes by, however, I feel that the chances grow better and better that
he will not have trouble from the tumor which we removed. Whenever
I hear from him, I scrutinize every word and try to read between the
lines in fear that he is not telling everything in order to keep us
from worrying. In fact, however, T had a nice letter from him about
ten days ago, and I find no indication whatsocever that he is not well.

I do believe he is in good health,

The pace he keeps, of course, is not particularly good for him
although I know he enjoys it and it would be next to impossible to con-
vince him he should be more leisurely. His mind is so very active that
it doesn't permit him to relax for any length of time. I think Arturo
wouldn't be happy if he didn't keep up his terrific pace. You may rest
assured, however, that to the best of our knowledge, he is in good health.,

I shall miss your meetings of the Philosophy of Science Club,
I felt that T was with the original "Founders Group" way back in '3l
and I know I shall get lonesome for the stimulating discussions.

We are gradually getting settled down here in Cleveland.

Martha and I want to be assured that if you and your family are ever
in or near Cleveland you will not fail to come to see us.,

With best wishes,

e%_ L

F. A. 3imeone, M.D.
Director of Surgery




TONI STRASSMAN

TELEPHONE 24 EAST 6lst STREET
TEMPLETON 8-7974 NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

Sept. 29, 1850

Dear Br. Wiener:
Thank you for your note of September 18.
I shall look forward to receiving material
. from you when you have accumulated enough
~ to place it in my hands.
Sincerely,
stk
e NP
TONI STRASSMAN,
Pr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Department of Mathematics

Cambridge 392, Mass.

ts/cap




THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Seplember 29, 1950

Dear Norbert:

Thank you for your letter of September 25th concerning Dr.
Felix Browder. I am now writing you to tell you that we con-
sidered his application this week, and I regret that I have to
report that we could not act on it favorably.

All the personal recommendations that we received on Browder
were favorable and sympathetic, and so were our feelings on the
subject. I read Browder's thesis and I think I have, on this basis,
a first-hand evaluation of the quality of his work. It seemed to
me, and this was the judgment of my colleagues too, that Browder
is quite good, but not so obviously first-rate as to justify the
emergency measures which we would have to take at this point. He
obviously needs a teaching position, but it would not seem to any
one of us that our granting him a one-year membership would provide
a sufficient momentum to achieve this.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,
JVN:eg

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massacuhsetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.




AMHERST COLLEGE

Amberst, Massachusetts
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

September 30, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technolegy
Cambridge 39, Massachusetis

Dear Professor Wiener:

There has been a good deal of interest = I hope intelligent -
on the part of some students and teachers at Amherst College
in your book, Cybernetics, and the problems it suggests.

I wonder if we could persusde you to came to Amherst some
time this winter for a lecture on the subjeet to be presented
before our general student group. I think we can assure an
interested if not a competent audience.

Could you let me know at your convenience if you would

consider the proposition.
Sincerely,
i W

Harold H. Plough
Professor of Biology




