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Dear Prof, Wiener:

Some months ago, our friend Gilbert Krulee spoke to you about
our magazine in the hope that you would find it possible to
contribute a writing, He told us that you did express an
interest in our aims,

I hope it will be possible for you to write something for us
for our second issue which will go to the printer about the
7th of Auvgust. We would appreciate an article of about

2000 words more or less,

Another of our editors, Gyorgy Kepes of IM.I.T., also feels
that an article from you would be of direct importance for
our aims.

As we greatly admire your work and consider it of highest
importance, we hope to hear from you very soon,

Very sincerely yours,

s vt
| oy

Harry Holtzman

P.S. As I am going out of town, kindly address my publishers
above who will forward mail to me,

Prof, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusettis




Dear Dr. Wiener,

you say that you Heve given considerable thought to my letter
but I see that you have not, or you wotlld have realized that I did not ask you for
one g split second to "go ahead with my plens." I have & little more pride than
that, believe me. I wrote only to tell you how sad I was to have been insulted by you
over the telephone, end to ask for/three copies of the book, &s I am not rich enough
to buy them out of my own money. Apd if it mey have surprised you that I was asking for
three copies of your book in the sgme letter in which I expressed sadness end resentment
over your total leck of elementary/kindness, this, mark it, was not to be construed as a
form of disguised flattery. Amicus Plato sed magis emica veritas: the same frenkness that
hed made me tell you what I thought of the Sidis article in the New Yorker, wxmx made me later
tell you that your book was & wghderfu}l piece of work and that I wanted to have it snd to
spread it wherever I could, for,feven though your temper EmgzyemrmeysyvxexiypicEixefxiNexx
spmi¥edxx makes it difficuliyudef/quite open with you, the fact remains that, smong the
scientists who have fouled up our world, you are the only one who knows it and has the
EBNFE courage to warn individuals and governments of what is coming. That this zzmm rare
honesty should co-exist in the same man with with fits of temper worthy of & spoiled child
is indeed sad, but I still would prefer a dozen Wieners who got on my nerves and whom I
consequently sent to6 all the devils, to one single Einstein, Fermi, Oppenheimer, Busch,
Szillerd or Urey, who, while being terrorized by what they have discovered, don't even have
the coursge of their fear.

In the quickness of my reaction to your outburst of unkindness

mmi & few days ago, I failed to touch on the subject of B Sidis . I cen do it now, end with
pleasure, to tell you that the murderer of Sidis was his criminal father, with his criminal
scientific curiosity, not the person who wrote the article for the New Yorker. ind I am not
speeking "pro domo mea", because I am rea—dy to give hell to all the New Yorker editors
combined, this very minute, if I find that they are wrong on eny subject. Como mea or not
domo mea, personal friendship snd simpatia have nothingf whatsoever to do with the fact that
opinions should always be discussed, and discussed in harmonious conversation not in fits of
bad menners. Had LIFE Magezine published the article you had allowed them to prepare, and
for which they took dozens of pictures with your gled consent, you would have seen what
unscrupulous journslists can do with & mejor publicity item called Professor Wiener. And for
no educational purpose but to give the world a good piece of evidence that they are really
interested in science, that they ere democratic, that they teke criticism, for in fact,(here)
look at us) 7 give pages and pages to Wiener}):xnﬁ and , at the same time, to give Wiener
away &s & y professor, whose political view are to be teken with & ton of salt because
the dear methemeticien doesn't of course make much sense. I am sorry they never did that
article, it would have served you right to be shown whmxk what cynicel journalism reelly
is. I personally would never have interviewed Sidis, nor would I have written in that detached,
humorous vein asbout & man in his tragic condition, because I am much too angry an indivicdual to
tell sbout & crime and not denounce the eriminal in just so meny words. Which accusation the
New Yorker ‘erticle lacks completely. I would also not have been sble to converse with Sidis
as & journalist, to tell his tragic story to the world, because the aspect of & men in his
condition would have mede me cry right then &~nd there. I would have "spared" him, as you sa-§y
the New Yorker should have done end did not. But sgain I contend that the New Yorker erticle
is a document for the ennals of crime, not a wvulger publicity item such e&s Henry Luce or
even more than Henry Luce, Williem Randolph Hearst would pm give their readers. And once more
let me tell you that for you to react as you did to a person like me, with whom & sudden but
good, founded friendship had been esteblished, was a thing of which you should be xem frankly
ashemed. So wae tut mep .ednf n lieper Herr Profesgso g S s h ig
ghgcchlen: ™Svblc is that you WOn't have meny people who are frarkwith you as I have been,
and s be. Giorgio of course is an exception, xnﬁzxauthnaidXh!z;antyﬂxlxznzxiﬁgdbuﬁ there
is the danger for & man like you to be more and more starved for eriticism, the 0




II.

unspering criticism of which only friends are capable and worthy. My criticism of you is

that you have not been entirely fair to the New Yorker in the Sidis case, end probebly because
you are psychologicelly blocked when it comes to that subject. "t is not that you hate
publicity in all its forms. You have your little vanities like all of us, I have them more than
you and with far less justification. But you like your publicity, it amuses you, end it amuses
you in a way that is almost touching, because when confronted with it you become a child, an
innocent, pleased child. The same can be said of you when you strike & good phrase, make & good
point, shoot out a clever epigram. I have observed you, what do you think, even if not
"scientifically equipped to speek with you" ( nochmals, schaemen 8ie s;ch, so zu redenl),
I observe and remember. This will be the lest time I bother you, so, please do not answer if
you can help it, ess you let three months go by, or you will once more say something
XEEimsEx « 1 accept unkindness oan from the kind of person I can afford to
despise. You are too good to be spared, so = fight back. kmdzzimprextimgzkikexsxehiid

Please have your zsecretery meil tje Huxley book and the notes it
conteins, to this address. And also don't forget that I want the three books. I spent = lot
of money to receive your insults.

Niccolo Tucci.

Ve &S T

caletg 1P
Vg,




South Tamworth, N.HJ
June 20, 1950,

Dr. Asehwln Lippe,,
86 VYBkECRRIEER Ydrgu™ of Art

My dear Dr. Lippet

I regret very much whatever emotional

disturbance I may have caused Mr. Tucel, but I am afrald my

decision in the matter is irrevocsble, S5ince you have inters
eseted yourself in the cae, I hope you will pardon the prosy
account of it which follows..

1 graduated from Tufts Collede in 1609, at the age of
fourteen, and began the Fall term as a gaduate student at
Harvard, I‘found mysel among a group of five precocious
spudents..ﬂilliam James S1dis wes the youngegt, at eleven years..
There was also A.A.Berle, formerly prominent in the State
Departmentj, a fellow named Houg!:ton,, who dled éuite young
of aprendlicitisy and Roger Sessions, the musician, We wera:all
of different gackgrounds and tastes, but we all had this in
common,, that we had been exposed very young to a rigorous
training, and that we all shared a knowledge of the diffleulties
of growing up with the intellectual and soelal aspects of our
being out of phase,, and of the hagtile attltude of our coms
munity to the young lntellectual.

‘81dis was the youngest and very probably intrfimsle=ally the
brightest of us,, but had been the worst managed by his parents,
I have myself experienced the misture of affeection and stern
diseipline whioh‘beiongs to the portion of the bright child in
those familiey, such ae the Jewlsh, where there is a tradition
of intellectual emulation. Having experienced 1t at the hands

of a father whom I profoundly respected and lover, but with whom

I bdsto fight for my birthright of independence, I know that
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it contalns much that ie good, and much that is bad.. 84dis' father was

é lese sensitive paraon..ﬂﬁs the bas outwelghed the good. Sidis was
ruined,. and by a father who claimed that the basls of his acts wae hig
knowledge as a psychologlef: yet the baéis of the act was not sclence,
but the Jewish family structute;.an& this contains much that 1s }ar
frqm 1gnobie. : - .

Be that as it may,, S1dis was overpushed, abd then neglescted by
his family. At the agr of twelve, he lived aglone in a ?ambrldée
apartment houce, dirty, stinking, unable to take oare of hle slightest
phyeical neéeds, Griffith Evéns,.now the Head of the Department of .
Mathematies at the University of Californiaj befrlended him, and
tried to find a place fbr him at th; 3}ce Institute which was then
opening in Houston, Texas, but 1t would not work It was too late, Sidls
could not tesch, and the desire for research had gone out of him. he
had been roughly habdled in one or two trumpery radical pasades,. His
ambitio; ha& been broken, and the rest of his 1ife was divided between .
a hatred for his parents,, the collecting of street=-car transfers, and
the brovisibn for his bare necessgities by work as a computer,

He ucsed to work around M.I.T.'He would never accept any sclentiflec
or administrative responsibility whatevey:but within his" limitetlens,
he was an asccurate and a rapld computer. He was a broken man, who only
wanted to go hiseculet, harmless way without notlce and publicity,'ﬁe
had had a surfelt of publicity as a chlld, and 1ts taste was bitter in
his mouths

To this harmless,.wounﬂed,imoura'bf a man, there came a couple,
man and wifg pretending to be his friends, Théy were Jour;aliets,'seeking
good copy,.and knowling 1t when thpy’found it . fhetr 8in 1is tﬁat of
Judas. The sin of Thurber, who recelved it, is that of Pilate,Thurber
has claimed == and in thle Tucel hapg supported hime- that the wrong of
51dis' father was so great, that it was a publie duty to pillory him

before the public, However, when-the article appeared, “idis eenlor




had been rotting in his grave for twentu tears, and no one :
cared about hie errors,, nor was likely to repeat them., Sidis the
son,. ae I can testify, could and did suffer..When thé New Yorker
was sued for damages by Sidls, he was met by the answer that as ‘
he in fact had no permanent position, he could not prove that

he had suffered any specific damage.. After a few years he dled,

a lwice broken man.

I wrote a letter of protest to the New Yorkar-at the time
0" the artleles, It dld not appear..I then made up my mind that
I would never,. with my consent, suffer uy hame to be mauled and
manhandled by that pack of vamplreé.' :

When Tueel first approached me,. I told him of this.. When he
again approached me a few weeks ago,, I reiterated this statement,
and told him not to come.. I received him with what I believe to
have been courtagy; but stuck to my point. Finally he suggested
that in his interview,, I migﬁt protest against the Sidis case in

my own words.

Tuecl ‘went back to New York,.The next Monday I received from

him an extraordinary 1attar. After a paragraph of inordinate pralse,
he told me that I had not been fair to him,;in that I had not told
him of the fuil enormlty of the c¢rime of- the older S1dis,, and that
the use of the matter by the New Yorker was to be justified on the
game basis as the printing of the report of a publie trial,.

This excuse is one of the hoarlest conventional lies of ;
commereial Journaliem. I am not sure whom it dsgradea more: those ;i
who say it and do not belleve 1t, or those who say 1t and belleve it.
A man of a eertaln fineness of emotion will not use this as an exe
cuse Tor the second martyrdom eof Sidis. g

In the ecase of Thurber, the reason for his antagonism to Sidls

15 not far to seek. He distrusts, not merely sclence as such, but
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the intellect. As an lntellectual, it is evil for the older Sldls

to torture his e¢hildj but as an intellectual, it is wrong for the
boy to be horn.

5idis falled, and I have had worldly euccess,,hu£ ve are cut
out of the same plece of cloth,.There, but for the grace of God,
g0 I: When Hre. Tuccl gets over his passiocnate admiration of me as
an ally in a fight == and the path from an exaggerated admiration
to hatred 1s short indeed == he may very well turn againgt me the
full foree of his contenpt for the intellect.. Thie I cannot preven{
but it must not happen in any article in which I have collaborated.

Do not think that I am hostile to emotion as such,. ¥hen hoﬁ-
ever emotion loses sight of unieréﬁanding, and speaks in the eliche
of the Yellow Press, then 1t ie no longer a generous wine.

Very sincerely Yours,

Neoerbert Wiener.
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had been rotting in his grave for twenty years,, and no one cared about

‘hig errors, ror was likely to repeat them.. Sidis the son,. as I can tes#
tify, could and did suffer. When the New Yorker was sued for Aamages by
8idis,, he was met with the answer that as he in fact had no permanent

position,, he could not prove that he had suffered any specific damage.

Not many years after he died,, a twlce broken man. 4 L
gy ]

I wrote a letter of protest to the New yorker- at the timeJ It

PN

did not appear..I then made up my mind that I would never with my
consent,, suffer my name to be mauled and manhandled by that pack of
Menschenhandler.

When Tuccl first approached me, I told him of this.. When he
again approached me a few weeks ggo, I relterated this statement,
and told him not to come.. He came in the face of my advices.I reciEVed
him with what I believe to have been courtesy,, but stuck to my point..
Finally he suggested that in hls interview, I might protest against
the 81dis ecase in my own words.

He went back to New York.. ?himﬁif3\¥opgﬁy,¥Aréiﬁ}Y?E,?fon him
an extraordinary letter. After fawn&ngﬂeh~me~with—a lotof repulsive #
eme%ionahe}ebber” he ha&-%heuimpeytinencef%e—%allﬁﬁme that I have
not bcen failr to him in that I had not told him of the full enormity
of the erime of the older Sidis, and that! the use of the matter by
the New Yorker wlis to be justified on thgsame bagis as the printing
of the report of a publiec trial.. |

This excuse 1s one of the ‘conventional lies of qumer01a1
- journalism,. I am not sure whom it degrades more: thewhypoer&%es

U
who csay 1t and do not believe 1t , or tham@ools who say it and do

A Len ‘ — A raa- >

believe 1t.. Smdy A man of the- .t coarseness of emotion oan
use this as an excuse for the second martyrdmm of Sidis. WheR—e=—
Jeurnelist—commite—an-acteof sedismyand-theerime—is not for
money; it—ie-—generally-done for -a=ggdlist reason.

‘--‘— e

In the case of Thurber,,ah&—cf=ﬁI§EﬁU§55§an"Tucci the reasom
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le not fay¥ to seek.,.Both of them BEESSEsRe distrust,, not merely

sclence as such, but the intellect,.As an intellectual,. it is nS=gerely

evil for the older Sidis to torture his child,,but}it is wromg for the

boy to be borm.. el |
S1dis falled, and I have had worldly success, but we are
cut out of the same cloth,. There, but for the grace of God, go I.
When Mr, Tuccl gets over his passionate admiration of me as an
ally in a fight -- and the path from ssShES ad\ ex%ggerated

ey VYT WeX]

admiration to hatred ls short indeed “= he wis® turn agﬁlnst “e

his cbntempt for the intellect.. This I cannot prevent,, but it
muet net happen in any artiecle in which.zihave collaborated,.
Do not think that I am hostile to emotion as such.. When
however emotion loses sight ef—eempassion, understanding, and
réﬁfﬁﬁiﬁgm and speaks in the cliches of the %ellow press,, then

T Longf =
it is ret a gener ous wine,,bu%ua—ehe&@_bxamdy;;aﬁd-%;break~the

bottle-on-Lhe-nesrest—atunp..

Very sincerely yours,
\

VA

Norbert Wiener.
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Outline of the 125th Anniversary issue of the

JOURNAL OF THE FRARKLIN INSTITUTE

I. Preface
LI. History of the JOURNAL - 7ua7n BT PR
IIT.Possible and Probable Future Developments in Science and Technclogy

A. Bagic Physical Sciences

1. Astronomy - E)‘n. &UO m

2. Chemistry - Lnr. Maretd
3. Mathematics - Ba. M. " Aag
4. Physics _ Ra, D.0. Kabl

B. Applied Sciences or Technology

1. hAeronautics . Mo, St ewe N St
2. Communications - ®a. . & Gu lo o .
3. Controlled Mechanisms K\ M Loneua

« Electronics- £, V.x, %ME&LMJ

. Materials

. Medicine - D~ Latler &k

. Nutrition - X~. ) IV AP

. Transportation (Land and Sea) - %r Chaa oy szf

C. OSpecial Topics

1. Cosmic Rays - De .0 9 Ju—rt-u-u\,

2. Generalized Theory of Gravitation
3. Nuclear Energy ; :
4. Solid State Physics . Rm. Prederscfe ety

llan's Place in This Seientific World of the Future

Summary paper




THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA - PENNSYLVANIA

FOUNDED FEBRUARY 5, 1824

Journal of The Franklin Institute
OFFICE OF THE EDITOR June 20 . 19 50

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Your manuscript "Homeostasis in the Individual
and Society" is proof that you were able to "restock with
ideas" well in advance of our deadline.

The article is provocative---a challenge to the
scientists and doctors-to combine their efforts for the
eventual good of the sick and maimed; and I find your
concept of the stabilizing mechanism in society-—past,
present, and future---a& most intriguing view of civili-
zation.

The editors will be well pleased if the rest of
the papers prove to be as original as this one, the first
we have received.

Sincerely yours,

'

itor

P.S. An up-to-date list of contributors is enclosed, so
that you may know who else is writing for our
anniversary issue.




CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

AMERICAN BRANCH | " §1 Madison Avenwe, New York 10, N.Y.
e

Telephone: MU 9-3886

Manager: F. Ronald Mansbridge Ol iy

June 21, 1950,

Mr Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, MASS,

Dear Mr Wieners:

Dover Publications have asked me to help them
find a copy of THE FOURIER INTEGRAL for their use in
making the photographic reproduction of the book,
for which we have made arrancements with them,

We have no copy available here, but they have
asked me to ask you if you happen to have a spare
copy yourself that could be used, They would, I
know, greatly appreciate having it if you have one,

Yours sincerely,




eaf/wr madfer uulow Sa/éd CO.

2”

NEW ENGLAND DISTRIBUTORS OF NATIONALLY FAMOUS _/4&60 ALUMINUM WINDOWS AND DOORS

445 Cambridge Street Allston 34, Mass.

BRANCH OFFICES Tel. STadium 2-7366

Charlestown, Mass. EXECUTIVE OFFICES

New Bedford, Mass
) s . 49 0 445 Cambridge Straet
Fall River, Mass. June 20, 1950, Allston 34, Mass.

Worcester, Mass.
Providence, R. 1.
East Hartford, Conn.

Professor Norbert Wiener
7?7 Massachusetts Ave,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Professor:

While I was in Pittsburgh last week, several frlends
of mine asgked me if I would submit the fcllowlng problem to you for
a solution, I told them it was quite probable you were bothered by
this type thing frequently but they insisted I write you, I agreed,
I am enclosing a return envelope for your answer 1f you declde to
send the solutlon to me, Here is the problem,

On a BINGO card there are 206 numbers, ranging from
1 to 75, In a plll bex there are 75 numbers from 1 to 76, The first
nunber drawn from the plll box is called aloud and then replaced in
the pill box, This number is not placed on any card which carries
that number, Then the game starts and the entire 25 numbers on the
card must be covered, If the #%ii&E number which covers the final
open number on a card ls the specific number first taken from the
pill box and then replaced in the pill box, that person holding that
card recelves an extra $25,00 prize, Thils group, as well as I at this
point, would like to know what are the chances to one the prize will
be peld,

Thanks very much for any conslderation you give us,

~

John J, O!'Donnell. Prcé.




South Tamworth,, N.. He
Estados Unidos de Amerleca.

Qub L Y .

/
Sr.. Ruben Sucre
Avenida Norte 8
Aptdo 1735
Panama, R.. de P,

iMuy senor mio?

Eg un gran placer por mi reciblr una carta como
esta de la fecha del 15 de Junio. En el desarrollo de cada
maquina nueva,, hay esté&ios-de progreso régidoh y tambien
estééios de esperar.. Venimos de pasgar por un estadio
pasivo, en que se necesitd(decidir entre el metodo-eleé;rico
de estimulacion y el meflodo mecanico, y venimos de descubrir
una manera prégtica para la estimulacion eléétrica, que hace
un aparato mas ligero y de menos poder, Estamos en el camino
de volver en el estudio de la posibilidades de lnstruccion
en el empleo de nZstra maguina contra la sordera.. Vd. puede:
asegurarse,. gque en el momento on aque es clerto gue tenemos
exito, Vd. reclba una carta de nosotros..

Tengo el honor de ser S5,S.8.

Norbert Wiener.




MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS
DEPARTMENT OF

MODERN LANGUAGES

June 21, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
MeIaTs

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Having returned from a few days' vacation after the Speech
Communication Conference I hasten to write you, with an
apology for my delay. Not only on behalf of the Program
Committee but also in the name of all those who attended
the Conference, let me extend very sincere thanks for your
contributione. Numerous letters of favorable comment have
come to my desk in my absence; all speak in glowing terms
of the combined effect of the papers in the various fields.

Publication plans have not yet ecrystallized, but there seems
to be every reason to believe that we shall succeed in bring-
ing out the proceedings of the Conference in a single volume.
I hope you will feel that you can let us have your paper for
this purposes I would appreciate receiving it as early as
possible and at any rate by the first of July. For maximum
beneficial results the volume should appear as soon as pos-
sibley certainly by fall at the latest.

Thank you once again for your participation in the Conference.

Sincerely yours
4/\ 77{7/
ii{;aé%%?gLoc é

Chairman




EARL WARREN
i GOVIKNOR OF CALIFORNIA
DORA SHAW HEFFNER, ].D., §.5.A.D. THEO. K. MILLER, M.D,

MRECTOR OF MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HYGIENT AT OF CALIEGHEA
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HYGIENE

LA

NAPA STATE HOSPITAL
IMOLA, CALIFORNIA

21 June 1960

Professor Norbert Wiener
Messachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Professof Wiener:

I heve enjoyed reading of your opinions regarding
"Cyberneties™. I am very much interested in mental illness and
would like to read all the literature aveileble on Cybernetics.

Do you heve any literature available regarding that
subject? What suggestions do you have as to where I could
receive more information? Whatever suggestions you have to
offer will be appreciated.

Respectfully yours,

ﬂ%frnl e LXK

e

He T. UNSELL, M.D.




South Tamworth, NeH., EUe
le 21 juin,, 1940

A l‘{ - £

M,. E4R. . Freymann

Chez lermann at Cle.. ' -

6, Rae de la Sorbonne, Paris, 5e.
France. '

Cher M,. Freymann,

Jo viens de recevolr votre lettre sl aimablq-”
du 16 de ce mols, et Je suls tout d'agcord avee vous en accep®
tant l'offre de la maigson BOMPIANI,. I1 faut quand meme ou'on
corrige toute erreur typographique ausdi bien que mathamatiqno'
du 1livre actuel..-En recevant le contrat officliel de Megsleurs

'BOHEIANI Je me tacheral de les envier un examplalre corrige

de CYBERNETICGS..

Je viens de recevolr un demande de Mme Gertrud Walther, Darms

stadt, Flohtestr.. 32, pour la permission de traduire mon llvre
en allemand,. Je connals Mme Walther tres bien; et je prefererals
beaucoup qu'elle tradulse mon livre. Je ser 24ie tres senslble

a vpus,. sl vous entrez en communication avec elle en tout que
econcerne la poesibilite d'ube edition allenandé,. . '

Je suls 1si sur ma farme,. en pleine campagne, loin des brults .
et alarmes de 1a ville. Je reste iecl Jusaqu'au commencement de
ge=tenbre, quand 11 me faut participer dane le congres inter-
netional dee mathematiclens a Hoston. J'arrive en France autour
" du premier Fevrier, por accepter ZAunvitatioub du College de Franc@..
Vehdllez agreer, cher Monsleur, mes sentiments les plus

distingues et devoues.

Horbert Uieher

\




South Tamworth, N.,H.,
Vereinigte Stanten,
de 21lten Juni, 1950
Frau
Dre Gertrud Walther

Darmstadt, Flchtestrasse 32,
GERYANY .. :

Liebe Frau Haltharl

Ee war eine grosce Freude, Ihren freundlichen Brief vonm
27ten Februar zu empflngen..&ch'hatts es vor, schnm vor vielen
Monaten ihn zu beantworten, aber das Problem der Ubersetzunga= '
rechten meines Buches sind sé'komplizrrt, dass leh sile erst
Jatit 1n‘8rdnung gebracht habe,. g

Als 1lch vor drel Jahren in Frankreich war, hat ein?ﬂ%énnd
mich in Beruhrung mlt Herin Freyman voé Verlag Hemmann et Cief
6,, Fue de la Sorbonne) gebréicht. Hermenn bestellte von mir eim
Buch Uber meine neuen Ideen.. Im folgenden Herbste wapr 1ch_1n
Mexleo, .wo ich eine betrachtliche Zelt zur Verfassunhg dieses -
Buehe widmete. Das Buch wurde von Freyman angenounmen, und ist
.von ihm herausgegeben worden. Es heiaet5‘CYBH:EETICS. ;

Als ieh nach Boston zuruckkam,. zelgte lch das Bueh mehrs
eren Kollegen.. Die allgemeine Melnung war, dase das Bueh ein
gewisces Interescse in den Vereinlgten Stasten érgegen wurde,
aber dass das Probleh, eln in Furopa gedrucktes Buch in Amerika
zu- verkaufen; vorlauflg keine befriedigende Losung erhalten hat..
ﬁas Verkauf solcher Bucher wird gew&nlich von Stechert vermittelt,
ab er Stechert ist teuer, und 1st nicht imstande, eine grosse
Anzahl von Exemplaren in Amerika zu verkaufen,-nemgbdhba haben
: wir ein Vertag mit Hermann machen lassen,,K wobel ein Amerikanischep
Verlag das Buch auch publiziert, wofur Hermann 15 Dollarzent
pro 8xemplar erhalt,.

Mit dieset Vertrag scheint Freyman alles Interesse an den

Buch verloren zu haben,. In . den Vereinigten Staaten habén wir

ungefahr 17000 Bxemplare in ungeféhr 20 Monaten verkauft: in
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derselben Zeit hat Freyman kaum mehy als 450_verkaﬁft..W1r haben aueh
die Absieht gehabt,, einige Drucks- so wie Redaki lonsfehler korrigieren
zu lassen; aber es hat sich unmoglich gezelgt, ihn zu ﬁberzeuyen,,daea
@es auch fur ihn (unsti& wares. Bils neulich hat er keln Interesse an den
Ubersetzunyarechten gezelgt,. Er hatte sogar varsaumt, unsere Briefe
daruber zu beantworten, |

Gerade diese Woche,, Gott sel Dank, het er sich daruber vernulftiger
gezeigt,.?r'sohlﬁgt vor, wir sollen mit dem Haus BOMPIANI elash agrtras
fur die ﬁﬁersetaung elner Itallaninchen-fufgube machen, Ich welss ganz
genau, . dase er schon Briefe von eventuellen dsutschen Verlegern im
Besitz hat. Sle kohﬁen also ihm direkt schreiben. Wenn Sie aber elnen
bestimmten deutsechen Varleger schon in luge haben. 80 ware das Beste,

dle ganze Cﬂschicht? dureh einldifeﬂteq Vertrag zwischen dem dsutschen

Verlag und Hermann zu ermitteln,. Wenn Yas Vertrag irgendwie vernunftig

-

ist, so konnen Sle mit meliner Genshalgung berechnen,

Wie gesagt,. es 1ﬂt’eine Freudelnoch £lnmal von Ihnen ZU hbben,
und xu lernen,, wie Sie ein nﬁtzreiche und surselben ﬁelt intereseante
Arbeltsrichtung gefunded haben,.Ieh bin sehr 8tolz,. dass dle durch migch
gemachte wilssenschaTtliche Synthese auch in den elteren Landern der
.'-fissenschaft elne gewlsse Anerkennung a"indﬁk.

Zwischen Februar und September bin ich vermutlieh in Paris, mm’
am College de Frapoe.. rau und Tochter fthen mit mir, Die andere Tochter
et verheiratet, Und hat ein niedliches Sohnchen,, Namens Michsel
Norbert Ralsbeck, Ralsbeck,. mein Sehwiegersohn, hat ale Mathematiker
promoviert, und arbeitet be Bell Telephone Laboratories, in New Jersey,,
unwelt von der Stadt New York.,

Mit beeten Grussen von Haus zu Haus,, 1eh unterzeighne nich

Ihr sehr ergebener

Norhert Wiener




PS/ Konnten Sie die Gute haben,, ein Exemplar Ihrer schon gefertigten
Ubersetzung mir moglichst bald zu schicken, so dass lch dle Fachausdrucke

mit meinen eigenen verglelchen kann? N.Ws.




TWENTY VESEY STREET - NEW YORK 7,

June 22, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mlassachusetis Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The tentative proposal for a book based on the speeches given at the
recent Nation conference has now turned into an actual project. The
Medill-¥cBride Company has agreed to publish such a book to include

your contribution as well as those of some twelve or thirteen additional
speakers to be issued late this fall or early this coming winter. It
will probably bear the title, The Atomic Era -- Can it Bring Peace and
Abundance. The contract between the publishers and ourselves provides
that The Nation Associates shall receive one-half of the royalties, the
remaining half to be divided equally among the contributors.

Now it will be up to you to add to your original manuscript to bring
it up to roughly 5000 wards and we would like to have this, if possible,
by the end of the first week in July.

If the arrangements spelled out above meet with your approval, I would
greatly appreciate your writing to us to that affect.

Sincerely yours,

Nuetd Cofuad.

Harold C. Field
Executive Editor

N.

Y.




oseph Bernsohn
Administration
h Laboratory

afrald that your esorrespondant 1e mistaken in congldering

-3

that I have ‘any knowledre of elestrophoresis. Howeve s I know that
I ean do nothing better than 4o refer vou to y friend, D ‘heodore
shedloveky, or the Rockerfeller institute,

bé a specialist in the field.

incerely yours,
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ic not fae to meek.. Both of them hate and dletrust, not merely

scienoé as such, but the intellect,..As an intellectual, it is not merely
evll for the older 5idis to torture his ehild, but it is wrong for the
boy to be borm,.

S1dis falled, and I have had werldly sueccess, but we are
eut out of the same dloth..There, but for the grace of God, £0 Ie
When Mr,”Tucel gets over hie passlonate admiration of me as an
*ally in a fight == and the path from a false and exagserated

admiration to hatred 1s short indeed <2 he will turm ﬂeﬂingt e

hie contempt for the intellect,. Thies I ecannot pravent,, but it
muet not happen in any artlele in which i1 have eollaborated,.

Do not think that I am hostile to. emotion ae such.. When
however emotion loses eight of compassion, understanding, and
restralng, and speaks in the oliches of the tellow prae%, then
it 1is not'g gener ous wine, bhut a cheap brandy, and 1 break the
bottle on the nearest stump.. |

Very sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener.




Harry ¥. Yease
3415 lartin Drive
Ann Arbor, Jichigan

ear Sirg : ;

1 have not been in direet contact wilth manufacturers
of computing machlines nor wlu} Government projecis. Ag to
your logarithmie deviee, 1t may well be-very useful in

o

the congtruction of computing machines of general type.

I am not gulte eclear whether your device is a digital or

r e ar A swnwA b e Mantr o . o = 1A
an analogy one an > how many siznificany flgures 1t

is accurate, Y will realize t at multipliecation by log-
arithme wlll have 1< mpete wilth more dlrect
digltal multipilica tibn,'aﬂﬁ that the balange

on its precise competition with theee in priece,

gatlon and accuracy. All thies you know very well indeed.

legratting ‘that I cannot be of sny more use to you,

?y ncﬁrqlv yours,
A2l 4

Norbeart “1ener_




June 22, 1950

Dr. Janet Rioch
17 West S4th Etreet

Tew York City

Jaar Janet,

“inee 1 have geen you last, 1 have the' vestimony of

y family that I have =dhered to a reagonable standard of
equaninity and rational conduct.liowever, in view of various
annoyances, Lhese are wearing a b't thin, and I think the time

i1s not far of when 1 had better consult with- you again.

ecan, ol course, come down tec New York, but 1f you are to

| 1
el

have this summerg vacatlon in the same idylliec spot 1n whleh
we Tound you last sumzer, we might as well look you up there.
1 should also like very wmich to make my daighter, lép;y,
better acquainted with you. %
should like to list some of the matters which are

disturbing ay peace of mind. Fiepst, there 1 the aquestion of
1y physieal health. In essence, it is no worse than it has

ng but I am sore aware than rormerly that 7 shall have to
“1ive with a 1igh blood pressure Trom now on end that I shall .
have to pul n my horns a bit. This does nol mesan that the
doctors se: any signs of fnmediatly approaching disseclutiong
but meraly that 1 am very tired,‘énd had hetter glve up
mountain elimbing, smoking, and half of my eating, which, 1
need not gay, are the things that make life Lolerable.
'he second 1s the eurrent politieal situation, in which the
informer seems to be rinning wild throughout the whole structure

4

of ocur socliety. My book is printed and will he published in
1late August, when 1 shall have the honor of gending a duly '
autographed copy. You know how muech red pepper it contalns,
and how from then on I shall find myself simmering above a
brisk fire. ( and won't he love it! reguzy, sec'y) From that
time on, I wonder what the me carthys are goins Lo do.

Ihird among , ¥y worries 1s the Fulbright fellowship. I

recieved notifbeation from the College de France that

are expectinz me next year and the grapevine tells me

I shall get through the &xxame inspectlon of the Tulbright

an adecuate coat of whitewash., Nevertheless, there ls an,
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F

inordinate delay for all the Fulbrighter's of Facﬁlﬁy rank
before theyrecleve thelr confirmation, and I suspeact the
dirty hand of the F.B.I. '

As you see, I am takling the vieclssitudese relatively

calmly. liowever, "here ls another one which has real
of

posriblilities trouble. Do you remember the series of

articles in the Hew Yorker . several years ago about poor
£1d1e? Ever since then, h*ve declded thal  would not. permit
that Journal to profile me with <y own consent, Yell, ay
devious frlend,Giorgio de Santillans, had a friend by the name
of Tueel who 15 o Lhe Hew Yorker and in hot water. 7hrough

gsome bargafn of which I t posses the details and for which I
do not know the coneldersati: 1 have been passed on from

de Bantillan=s to Tuccls Tuccli approached me with the idea of

doing something about me for the lew Yorker. I expreesed to
him nay total lack of interest in the proesedure. Jewertheleas,

L]
he came up te Hoaston,where he was de Santlllana a guest, and

suggested that a compromise might be worksed out in whieh
"~ should o : -
I seui use some of his New Yorker space to expresgs my personal

dlseatisfactlon.with the New Yorker. Cn this condltlion, I let

him go on for three days, during which he expressed an inordilnate

admiration for my politiecal coursge and suggested that he briag

)

my work to the attention of one of the uwlnor surviving Royaltieg.
Two or three days later, I recileved from him an astounding
letter 1n which heé wapt into his beer oconeerning the aé%yrdom-

of S1dles Jr. at the hands of 51dis Sr. and accuced me of enptional

obtuseness In*not having acquainted with the horror of the ﬂituatib“t

He defended the New Yorker article as mnnlogﬁus to a judleial
report on a criﬂa;.ﬁot reallzing that Hi&iﬁ Sr. was dead at the
time and that iidin Jr. YWas the only person who sould and 4id
suf fer from the gratuitous pﬁhlicity. 1 know how he ﬁuffsred,l
and I believe that 1t canfihutgd to his death a very few years.

after
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Now, 17 there is one partlecu!ar jJjournaklstle lle that turns

my stomach, it is the pretense that the invaslon of privaey,on
whiech that Yellow Journal thrives, is performed in the publie
interest. IL ig a lle which 18 equally degrading to-the

“character wka of (hose who say 1t and do not belleve 1t, and

to the intelligenee of those w o say it and belleve it. Further-
more, the case os £1d414, the father, 18 too-close to the case of
my own father for me to view 1t without very anbivqlehy genti=-
-mentss The exploitation of an intelligent child 1s a brulal and _
‘wrong nattergbut it may be done in the mistakedl interest of the
‘ehild hisgelf, and ag part of a Jewisgh faully pattern of dedication
to learning which has in it elements far from Ignoble. I resent
stronzly the uninformed attack by Tdeel dn the slder 5H1dls’ ag a
nere moncter of gruelty. I resent equally the anti-intellsetual
bias which leades him to elaim that the martyrdom of young 5idls
was 2 cri@e of Ecienée. ‘here was in it, it 1s true, a lot of -
peeudo~-sclentific guRf by Lhe older £idis, who, I grleve to say,
wae a2 peychiatrist, but I can see beyond this pretense to the real
motivation.

At any rate, this facile and speelous picture gilven by Thcoi,
together with the facile slobbher of emotion with which.he expressed
it, made 1t clear that he wad not the man to write me up. “ho
cannot “understand Sldies , cammot understand me, Accordingly, I calleds
Tueei up, and teold him in no uncertaln terms that the deal was off,
1 am willing to admit that when I tell a2 person something &n no

- unesrtalin terms, I might ag well use = horse whip.

- The uypshot 18 that:l have reécleved two whining letters from™
T'ueel in which he bares his poor 11ftle soul and in which he
makes it elear thal he eonslderg that he still has clainme on me
for the right to my cooparation in his artiecle. Ih this whine and
blather,- there is an indieation of acrressiveness which is not too
far removed from insanity. I don't think he intends to blow his
poor little brains ouy, but he may blow 1lne, or wrlte n‘ﬁostl
malicious artidle. You would be dolz me a great favor 1f you
could find out, as per grapevine, whether Tuccli ie dangerous and
whht sort of a person he it. Hils name 1s Nicdeolo Tucecl.and the
only address I san find for him is c¢/o the Hew Yorker.

He msleo has a close friend, Dr. Ashwin Lippe, of the New York

usaum of "ine Arts who has written me in hi: behalfl and whom &%
I have answered as galmly as in me lles. '




entleman 1ls the brother of Prince Fernhand, the Consort
of Julimna of iolleond, and by his letter seems to be a reasonahle,

unpretentious sort of person who has put his own minor German

oyalty bahind him. "y lupression is that 1t wnight be worthwhile

looking him up i # 0 help elear the matter. ¥m
et in toush with you again. My wife Joins me
in sending } our regardas.

iincerely vours,

Horbert Wiener




June 22, 1950

Dear Mr. Tucels

I am wrlting thig letter with my father's approval in an
attempt to make the whole situation clear to you. I assure you
that my father has not been gratuitously insulting, and also
that you have not, as you appear to think, any elaim on him.
I know that he requested you not to come up to Boston in the
fipet place and I did not know that any journalist had a right
to get an interview from whom he pleased. I think it would have
been better if you had dropped the project when he first objected.
As 1t is, we can only appologise for any mental anguish you have
been caused and again assure you that 1t was not intentional,as
we did not know how severly this would affeet you.

May I request you, out of consideration for my father's peace

of mind, and your own, not to make any more attempts to get your
article. These attempts would not be sucessful, and would only
cause more disturbance.

Yours very truly,

Peggy Wiener
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Yours very truly,
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I AC I ORYM.‘\N;\(HEM]']N'I‘ AND MAINTENANCE

990 Wost 2 nd Shreet, Niww York 18, N Y
June 23, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematiecs
Mass. Inst. of Tech.
Cambridge, lass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

With the generous assistance of Dr. Kerl T. Compton, Chairmen of the Cor-
poration, M.I.T., and a member of the McGraw-Hill Boerd of Directors, we
are planning & "Seminar on Technological Progress in the Manufacturing
Industires." It is Dr. Compton's hope and ours that you will join him &as
a menber of the Seminar.

The Seminar will be held starting at 10 a.m. on Tuesdey, August 1, in the
Board of Directors Roam here in the lcGraw-Hill Building.

We hope the Seminar will accomplish two purposes:

1. We hope to bring together a group of forward-lcoking men who will
find interest and stimulation in discussing the future trend of
American technology with one another.

By recording the discussion, we hope to be &ble to presemnt to our
readers a round-up of informed opinicn on what advances may be
expected in the next decade, and some of the probable implications
of those advances. Naturally, sll of the Seminar Members will have
an opportunity to review the edited tramsecript prior to publication.

The Seminar will be as informal es we c¢an make it. Merely as an indication
of the direction the discussion may take, I am enclosing a tentative "out-

line" I wrote down after discussing the project with Dr. Compton. We hope

Seminar Members will suggest additions and amendments to the outline prior

to the Seminar. I will act as a Y"clearing house" and see that such infor-

mation is eirculated to all Members.

* We should be delighted to have you also as our guest for dinner imuediately
following the Seminar. May I expect to hear fram you at your early conven-
ience?

Very cordially,

CWB: FV Carroll W. Boyce ’

Enclosure Industrial Production Editor




FACTORY MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

Seminar on technological progress in the manufacturing industries.

Tuesday, August 1, 1950

The general questions:

(1) How fast do you think output per manhour in the manufacturing
industries will increase in the next decade?

(2) What factors will determine the rate of progress?

(3) What will be the consequences of technological progress in the
next decade?

{a) What new inventions, processes, machines, and controls are now
available to industry -- or will be available within the next
few years?

It has been said that it would take industry lOO years to apply
all the fundamental knowledge now available to it? Do you be-
lieve that the character of industry in the next 10 years will
be shaped by new applications of present knowledge, or will new
fundamental discoveries play an important part? How about over
the next 85 or 50 years?

What factors will tend to limit the application of the technolog-
ical advances now or shortly available?

What specific steps can industry, organized labor, and government
take to eliminate or at least lessen the problem of technological
unemployment -- and do you think this problem will be sufficiently
serious to place a limitation on technological progress?

What specific steps can industry, organized labor, and government
take to enlist the cooperation of workers in increasing output
per manhour through technological advance?

It has been said that of all the factors that tend to retard
technological progress, the one which has the greatest effect
(particularly on the industrial executive) is the fear of tech-
nological obsolescence. Do you agree or disagree -- and if you
agree in whole or part, how far and how fast do you think we
could go if this factor were not present? Also, is there any
way you know of to remove this fear?

What influence will technological progress have on the probable
size of manufacturing companies?

Will advanced technology cause a greater or lesser degree of skill
to be required of production workers? Of maintenance workers? Of
"service" workers (inspections, scheduling, quality control, etc.)?
What new skills, training, or special qualifications will be
required of executive personnel?




June 23, 19560

Willian N. Locke
Department of lodern Lgnrpuages

aogpachunetts

very appreclative of your letter concerning the
lonference. Yhile I prepsred ny speeeh, I did not
out, se~it 1s, in esgenaee, a part of several

of my new book, Zhe ihHuman Uge of Human Pelngs,

to appear under the lmprint’ of the ioughton

Mifflin Company late in August, I am sorry to dlsturd the

completeness of your report, but under the clreumstances

it seems 1inevitable.

Very sineerely yours,

WA !

i

' U '. . i .
Norbert- Wiener




ERIC BARRETT, M. D.

2881 COLD WATER CANYDN DRIVE * BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

Dr. Norbert Wiener June 24, 1950,
Mass. Inst. of Techn.
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Doctor Wiener:

It was my particular pleasure to send copilés
of two papers "INTRODUGTION TO SOME PRINCIPLES OF
APPLIED CYBERNETICS" and "CYBERNETICS AS APPLIED TO
A STUDY OF NORMAL AND ABNORMAL ADJUSTMENT MECHANIsMS"
to you in appreclation of the ploneering work that
you have done in this new scientific field which
owg lts name and basic concepts to your ingenuity.

I would be most happy indeed to have your
comments on thesge papere, if your time permits.

Yours very silncerely,

Repity

Eric Barrett, M.D.
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JOHN J. BROPHY
WITCH HILL, SALEM, MASS.

(Where delusions were successfully challenged.)

June 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wierner
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wierner:

I read your recent views on nuclear warfare in
the "Atlantic Monthly" and I heartily agree with them.,
I have always felt, however, that the solution to
wisdom in the human race swaits the rise of the general
level of intelligence to at least a point where stu-
pidity is recognized by a sufficiently large proportion
of the population of the earth, I would be interested
to know what your answer might be to this question.

Your book, "Cybernetics", is very interesting and
I think that the field for electronic "thinking" has
yet to be scratched, as you 1lndicate.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Cfﬂé&i{é'%;:éﬁﬂ(;fw{‘t

John J. Brophy
JIB/cc Life Mem. A.I.E.E.



McGRAW-HILL PUBLISHING COMPANY,INC.
McGRAW-HILL BUILDING
330 WEST 428 STREET

NEW YORK 18, N.Y.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT June 26, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathemetics
Messachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

On June 22, Carrcll Boyce, the Industrial Production Editor of FACTORY
MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE, invited you to participste in & "Seminar on
Technological Progress in the Manufscturing Industries."™

May I take this occasion to add my invitation to his and express the
hope that you will find it possible to be with us for the Seminar on
Tuesday, August 1.

Studies of our economics staff and by meny of our editors have indicated
the need for industry to plan now for the ten years shead. We feel keenly
& responsibility not only to bring this need to the attention of industry,
but to assist in that planning by meking available the best long-range
thinking Americen can offer. We believe that FACTURY's Seminer will be an
importent cornerstone of that program and one that will be of far-reaching
significence to all industry.

Your perticipetion will help, in no smell messure, to insure this objective.
If you can fit the additional time into your busy schedule, we should also
like to have you join us for an informsl dinner following the Seminer.
Should there be any way that either Mr. Boyce or I can assist you with
arrengements, reservations, or further detsils, please feel free to call

on us.

I certeinly hope I may have the pleasure of greeting you personelly at the
Seminar on August 1.

incerely yours,

s w%z/i»/ |

Curtis W. McGraw
President i



June 26, 1950

Harold C.Fleld
Executive Editor

The Nation

20 Vesey St., New York

Dear Mr Féeld}

I am under the 1mpfession that I have already sent you a

manuscript of about 5000 words containing, as a part, my
eontribution to the recent Hatlon conference., The article
represents a fusion of my Natlon matérial with the receﬁt
article entitled, "Too Damn Close", This article has Jjust
ppreared in The Atlantio Monthly, but I have their full pemw=
mission to use it as paft of the‘augmahted-artiele for your
book. The Atlantic lMonthly article ropresanté my disecusgsion
of the daﬁgers of atomie power in a futute war, while the
remainder of the Nation article 1s a consideration of 1ts
poseibilities in peace. '

I am qulte content with the arrangements you sugrest
eoncerning royalties. I should like confirmation of the

recafpt of my manuseript.

Sincergly /yours,
h,—\-.- L’Ef 1-:‘{/ Ay S ¥

NHorbert Wiener




June 26, 1950

J«N.A liawkins

5325 Lingley Ave.

Tarzana, Calilf.

Dear Mr. Hawkingj \

Many thank; for your letter of the 15th. It is interesting
to see the technique of servomechanisms and of memory mechas=
niesms ppreading into the camera 1ndustfy.

I am afrald that the word, servonism, grits my teeth
quite as wuch as the word, eybernetiocs, does youre..cybernetioa
1é a legitimately formed neo=Greek word, from clascical Greek
stems, and formed by facognizad Greek methods of eombilnation,
Servonies and servonlsms are, to'my mind, a three way hybrid
Qf Greek, Latin, and Lewls Carroll, Ve are, at present, golng
through a period marked by more than one such arbitrary for-
nations s and it seems that the Russians have not been imnune
to a similar teechnical Jaréan

I anm afrald that any vislt of mine to the Paclific coast
lies fgr in the indefinate future. 'y enaagamenta at home, in
Zurppe, and in Mexleo are llkely to ocoupy me\for nearly two
and a half years. Meanwhlle, the acotion of the Regents of the

University of California have made it qulte impossible for me

to accept, wlthra clear consclense, the hoepitality of either

braﬁoh of that institutlon of learning.

Very sincerely yours,

\PPN Ve J W/M,\V\

Norbhert Wiener




June 26, 1950

Dr. Jullus Stratton
Provost '
lageachusetts Institute of Technology

uambridge, Masno,

Dear Juliusj

J I am writing to f&nd the preecise title and publisher
of your book on Maxwell's equations, The faet 1s that I am
applying some of my old work on gememallzed harmonicrénalyéia :
and some of my new work on predlction theory to the study

of the optleal instrument., The formulae which I get involve
a matrix factorization very close to those which play a role
in relativéasié gquantun theory, and i think I may come
rather néar to the recent work on Dirak, and the theory
of the positron. I intend to present this material at phe
Madhematical Congress in Cambridge next fall, and then to~
work it up into a boeok in Frenech for my }ectureslat the

F

Colldge de France commencing next Fehfuary.

: By the by, what is the Fulbright situation? I have
recieved news from the Colldge de France that they have been
informed, but I have only recéfived rumors that the Fulbright
1s goling to glve me anything.How does it stand with Welsskopf
and the other potential "ulbrighters? Is the Fulbright
comittie Joingng in the general open season on sclentists?

I am vacationing upr here and ah at the present in a state

.of suspended animatibn, interrupted only by rumors of Arm@&:gedon.

I hope you are finding a vacation possible,

Sincerely yours,

fden

Norbert ¥Wiener










HUMANIST FELLOWSHIP OF BOSTON, INC.

53 STATE STREET, ROOM 6256 AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION
BOSTON 9, MASSACHUSETTS

June 27, 1950

Prof. Norbert Wiener
53 Cedar Road
Belmont, Mass.

Dear Prof. Wiener:

It has been suggested by our Program Committee that you might be
willing to address one of our forums this fall, on the general topic,
"Social Implications of Mechanical Brains," or something of that
general nature,

Qur forum meetings are held once a month, on a Sunday afternoon,
and are usually on topics of general interest. The fall forums will
begin at 4:00 or 4:30 p.m. The usual arrangement is for a2 fifty minute
talk, approximately, followed by a question period.

The only open date at present for the fall is November 19, although
if you are willing to speak and prefer December 3, we can arrange to
change the date with our December speaker.

Since I do not know whether or not you are familiar with the Fellow-
ship and its work, I am forwarding under separate cover, some of the
Fellowship's literature, including recent programs.

Unfortunately, the Fellowship does not at present have funds for
payment of speakers, but we feel that you are probably in agreement
with our basic philosophy and will be willing to contribute your time,
if it is possible,

Other speakers on our fall program will include Professor Clyde
Kluckhohn of Harvard and Dr. Corliss Lamont of Columbia.

Very sincerely yours,

HUMANIST FELLOWSHIP OF BOSTON, INC.

JVG:ies Jamqf]v. Grasso, Executive Director

Encl. 1
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June 27,

He. Carroll W. Doyce

Industrial Produehltén Editor
Factory Management and HMalntenance
330 West 42nd Street

New York, 18, N,Y.

Bear Mr. Boycej

I regret that I fipd myself unable to accept your

invitation to participate in a "Seminar on Teechnolozical
Progress in the Man@facturlng Industries”, to take plsce in
New York starting August 1st, At, the end of a strenous year,
I am in need of a full summér in which to gather my strength,
and I am consistantly turning down all invitations to lecture
or to write articles within thls period.

tr

fery sincerely yours,

(A AL,

Norbert Viener




Mr. F. Ronald Mansbridge
.Cambridge Unlversity Press
American BEranch
51 Madison Avenue
New York, 10, N.Y,.
Dear Mr. lMansbridges
I am, at present, on my farm in the country and bllse=
fully ahsent from books, manuseripts, and the llkesjowever,
in a few days my daughter returns to town to: teke up Cummer

School, and I am pagsing on to her the chore of Tlnding a

copy of THE FOURIER INTEGRAL in my office , or, falling that,

of élieiting a copy from among my colleagues. There are éne

or two emall corrections I should like to make In the text,
after whiech 1 shall send a copy to you for Dover Fublicatlons.

Yourse sincerely,
Yo/

\ ) B Y
‘[‘*-\,,.- }4 } ‘ ML

Norbert “iener
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Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am enclosing a copy of Taylor's reply to
Rosenblueth's and your article.

Sincerely yours,

., AV #77,
fAEgG A CA

C. West Churchman




557 Kosciusko St.
Brooklyn 21, W.Y.
June 28th 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

My dear Dr. Wiener:

On May 12th 1950 I dispatched a manuscript,Capitalism Overhauled.This was
in reply to a reguest from you that T transmit it.It all started from a
statement of yvours to the press that in view of the science oybernetics
making sueh rapid progress that wi hin & period of 10 years there is going
to be a wast decentralization of industries and obviously a vicious dislodge-
ment of people!s employment.Thus socialism is no longer to be feared and
the nation is apt to0 embrace it as no alternative.l wrote you that I have an
alternative and I title it sitalism Overhauled.In view of your sugeestion
that socialism is the eventual step, T went ahead and applied anti-Marxistiec
dialectics and I hope T covered my case completely i ddition as to what the
text omitted.Il feared you may be committed to socialism and that you may
have a preclusion on it .This accounts for my efforts.,But my combat was a
unilateral one,I did not get one syllable from you.l mailed 3 letters in
succession .

Of course I was aroused in receiving & communication from you that I should
not expect any comments from you nor the return of the manuseript.Despite
211 these previous warnings,T reckoned that Capitalism Overhauled is soO
momentous that you shall degiate from your determined course.To my chagrin,

find that you are sticker.Now,am I to construe that you are busy soliciting
the faculty of M.I.T. for the founding of the League for Feonomie Coordination
and let me tell you that the danger point was reached which is to the effect |

12t goes on now in South Koreg.0ur leeway has run out and the cold war

bhecame hot.J] believe you are familiar by now how I cope with such a dangex:
point.In the event you may not recall as to what is to transpire betwern
Washington and Moscow,T wish to juoteH.8.T. 18 tO call in Stalin and ask
him whether he will be satisfied with a depression immune U.S, and desist
from the communistic propaganda and upon his refusal to name the Russians
and the communists in general miganthrops and deserving annihilation.Hitler
at one time prounounced such an edict and history repeats itself.Upon seoond
thought,T modified this rather inhuman act and began to harp on the efficacy
of institutbting the directives of nepitalism Overhauled and therewith eliminate
the cleavage betwemn us and the goviets,to be sure, a more humene course,
Tf Marx were alive today, he was to find out that his brain-child kicks
around and brings a world war,instead the damned capitalists,What a paradoxl
T believe I have not offended you by any mesns by attacking Marxism,Since
T am the author of Capitalism Overhauled,I began specializing in knocking out |
the props under Marxism-Teninism.In my primitive days,I too was a member of
the S.P., In those days,may God forgive me I did not lknow any better,But
as the Russian Revolution was making more headway ,my mind just snapped and
a revulsion came over me ,Surely there most be a more humsner course and
Capitalism Overhauled is the answer to my prayer;it postulates the separation
the economic from the political,You will be amazed that in this industrial
society where the toiler makes his exit as the producer for the electronie
brains take the place,Capitalism Overhauled provides that the medium for the
exchange or the monetary system is to be the hour unit of labor or service.

I plead with you to reply such a momentous contribution to humen -culture
deserves it.Please determine upon the deviation from your setout poliey.

The reply I await is to the effect that the faculty of M.I.T. and eventually
the student body procured a certificate of incorporation for the League for
Feonomic Coordination-. a non-profitable organization,and printed the book

to be on
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June 28, 1950

Mr. Jéhm J. Brophy
Witeh Hill .
Salem, Mass,
Dear Mr. Brophys

I am very appreciafive of your letter of June 26,
The question of the intelligence of the human race 1s, of
coursge, a diffieult and critical one. I have always felt
that there 18; fundamentaly, enough intelligence to go around
if we are not limited by a soclal pattern which puts a -
preniun on co plete eonformity and on the eoncealment of

ﬁintelllgence. Thus, what 1s needed 1s not only an education

i» informatlon but a change in mores as well. I think you -

will flnd sonme material on this in my-new book, The Human Use

-of Human Beings, to appear inder the imprint of Houghton

M1ff1in the end of August.

Very sincerely yours,

@'1‘-1?,—&, - t\ ;'L'r’;"‘"“-“"‘.

Norbert Wiener




June 28, 1950

Pev David Ashley Macdonald
EeTeBe No303=23=83
UsBeNeTeCos

Great Lakes,Ill.

Bk, 508,B111. 332

Dear lMr. lMacdonaldj

I am dellighted to recieve your letter of the 25th of
dune. I am answering it particularly because you expliecitly
do not demand that I answer it. This is a_courtesy of whieh
I am very appreciative as my correspondance has swollén to
unmanageable proporﬁicﬁs. liowever, 1 eannot deny that a

letter like yours leaves a very pleasant taste in my mouth,

’

ARL, Uee
51héem£1yfyédééfwa

Norbert Wiener




June 28, 1950

.
|

curtls Y. MeGraw

President

MeGraw=iilll Publishing Coupany
MaGraw=1H11ll PFullding

330 Wost 42nd Street

New York,18,N.Y.

Dear Mr. MelGrawy
I have ‘already notiffed Mr. Boyee that I shall be unable
to partiecipate in your Beminar on Technological Prozrecs.

(A

I'he fact is that the months that have past since my publie-

ation of Cybernetlcs have been a rat race, and I have been
g0 occupled wlth bhooks,lectures,and papers as to serlously
risk my health. This summer scome Hell or high water,I am
taking things easy and, except for a paper at the Inter=-

national Mathematleal Congress, which I gee no way to get

out of,1 am taking nothing on . You will I am sure, under=

stand my position,

Very sincerely yours,
i‘ "': 5 £ ‘! E‘H"'g"_.':;'_.i il

Norhert ¥Wiener




June 28, 1950

Me Jo Perdrizet
BEolléne
Vaualuge

France

Dear M. Perdrizet} -
It is a very interesting .thing to obserws your origin-
ality and fertility in robot desligne. l.owever, I think you
1188 one very éssentlal feature in ﬁba modern desien, of :
automatlc machinery. Flectromagnets have a large inductivity
and are alow in actlion both electrleally and mechanleally.
A greal part of the advantage of “any robot 1s its speed.
You therefor should make more uee of vacuum tube relays and
leas of electromagnets. You should also work your design out
more dynamlcally and less statleally as 1t 1s the dynamie
osclillationg of a system of relays which furnish most of the
limitations of thelr perform=nce. I sufgest that you get
hold‘o’ a good book on servomechanlems such as that of HeColl,

-
You ean reach lMr. Me“oll at the Bell Telephone Laboratories

in New York “1ity.

Very sincerpl yoﬁrs
 § P { . ?? {!; Al 4 .

Jorbert Wiener
yd
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June 29, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I wanted to let you know that your manu-
seript has been received. Thank you
very much.

I am glad that the arrangements made
with the publishers are satisfactory to
you.

Sincerely yours,

St CF ag

old C. Field
Executive Editor




HERMANN & C* LIBRAIRES EDITEURS
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REPERTOIRE DES PRODUCTEURS 401 SEINE C. A. O, COMPTE CHEQUES POSTAUX PARIS 416-50

PARIS , le 29 Juin 1950

Monsieur le Dr., NORBERT WIENER ,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Depertment of lathematics

U.S.,As Mass, CAMBRIDGE 39

Cher Dotteur Wiener,

Je viens de recevoir votre lettre datée le 2]
courant, et par le méme courrier, j'ai regu le double du contrat
que nous avons pass€ avec 1= Maison d'Edition VALENTINO BOMPIANI &
C® , Corso di Porta lNuovo, MILANO, Italie, pour la traduction de
“CYBERNETICS™ en lengue italienne,

Par ce méme courrier, j'écris A4 BOMPIANI Que
vous @llez lul envoyer un exemplaire de CYBIRNETICS avec les correc=
tions typographiques et mathématidues que contient 18 premidre édi-
tion.

Suivant vos instruetions, j'dcris & Mademe GER=-
TRUD WALTHER au sujet de la traduction en langue allemande de CYBER=-
NETICS, et je vous tiendral au courant des résultats qu'elle puisse
obtenir,

Je vous envie d'€tre dens une ferme, en pleine
campagne, loin des bruits et des inquiétudes de la ville. Au moment
ol je vous écris, il fait trés chaud et nous sommes plongés dans
1'inquiétude du moment présent en raison des événements internstio-
naux qui ont l'air d'€tre assez sérieux, Il est paradoxal de penser
que la menace d'une trolsiéme guerre se manifeste dans les pays "du
matin calme™.

Votre renommée continue & grandir , vous ne vous
appelez plus Doctor Wiener, vous €tes devenu Docteur Cyberneties, Vos
idées sont en train de pénétrer dans tous les domaines et tout le
monde parle de vous. Derniérerent, un collogue "Cybernetics™ s'est
tenu & 1'Ecole Polytechnique et pendant toute une semaine, des lMathé-
maticiens et des Physiciens ont diseuté sur la Question, Je ne sais
pas encore si le rédsultat de ce colloque va €tre publié, mais dans
1'affirmative, je vous le ferai savoir.

Il y a queldues jours, j'ai regu la visite de
notre ami SANTILLANA qui m'ae apporté de vos nouvelles et il est ac-
tuellement en Italie,

PP AR SR

Votre trés dévoué u/ﬁﬁf?Z




Chemicel Laboratory
U, 8. Geological Survey
Washington 25, D, C.

20 Jume 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department or Mathematiecs
Massachusets Institute of Technolofy
Cambridge 38, Mass,

Dear Professor Wiener:

In & conversation with Dr., John Wallsr
Powell, who I understand is the Washington representative of
the Dianetic Foundation, he told me that you are deeply interested
in L. Rom Hubbgrd's system of Disnetic therapj. The context
a8 such as to imply that you enthusiasstically endorse the
system, Will you be go good as to tell me your opinion of
Dianetics?

Although Hubbard's book does not mention Wiener er Cyber-
netics, I think that Hubbard geeks to imply in his writings
and speech that Dignetics is based on Cybermetic principles.
But Disnetics seems tOcme to be & monigtic closed system,
containing quite un-Cybernetic assumptions. For example,
Hubbgrd writes of scientifie¢ truth as if it were absolutely
certain, completely determinisgtic. He thinks that electronic
caloculstors are incapable of error, and are absolutely precise.

Hubbard's analysis of the central nervous system seems
to draw on MeCulloch's lan age, using in McCulloch's sense
such words as "compute" angu emon," but i1t is wery naive
compared@ with McCulloch's suggested mechanism., I think the
purpose of the terminclogy is to impress readers who are
respectful of recent scientific developmentd.

My observations of Hubbgrd and his movement strongly suggest
to me that it 1s half-baked gseudoacientific quackery, '

you think that I am wrong, shall take another look,

Very truly yours,

Y Ly
Wlkiapm (. o J,,JVQJ.Z

William G. Schlecht
( Chemisgt)

Copy to Professor W, S. McCulloch




MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE
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CANCER RESEARCH LABQRATORIES
br. P. F. Hahn, lLirector

June 29, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematies
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:

For the past five years, we have been interested in carrying out at
Vanderbilt Medical School and this institution a study of the effect

of radiocactive colloidal materials introduced by vein as a means of
treatment of chronic leukemia in humans, Recently, we have encountered,
in our studies of the rate of relapse and remission as shown by peri-
pheral white cell counts, what appears to be a relationship suggesting
a first order reaction in both instances, Our first attempt at inter-
pretation of such a finding would be distinetly in discord with pre-
valent views on the mechanism of formation of white cells and also the
mechanism of the effect of radiation on these cells,

A year ago when visiting Mexico City, I talked with Dr. Aurturo Rosen-
bleuth at the Physiological Division of the Instituto Nacional de
Cardiologia and learned that you spent six months out of every two
years in residence there collaborating with him on problems of mutual
interest. Dr. Rosenbleuth was not there at the time of my visit this
spring, and therefore, I did not have an opportunity to talk with him
about this recent finding,

Several weeks ago, there was a meeting at Oberlin College devoted to the
chemical, physical and biological effects of radiation which was quite
well attended and at which I had hoped to see what the reaction to the
finding in question might be as regarded from the physical approach to
the subject. However, since the early part of the meetings were devoted
to fundamental physical studies and the latter part to more mundane




Dr, Norbert Wiener

biological phenomena with no intermediate approach, it seemed that perhaps
collaboration with a mathematician who is interested in biological processes
would be the most logical manner in which to attack these studies,

I wondered if possibly you might anticipate being in this part of the
country some time in the next few months, perhaps en route to Mexico City.
In such an event, I should be very glad if you should have the opportunity
to stop and visit us here for a short time in the cepacity of a consultant,
I am afraid that the problem might at first glance appear to you to be a
highly simple one for a mathematician of your prominence but such seems

to be the case in many of the medical problems encountered today, We should
be in a position to pay your expenses and a consultant fee of $50,00 per
day while here in the event that you should be interested in collaborating
on this problem,

Hoping to hear from you some time in the near future,

Very truly yours,

P, F, Hahn MIT, X 1930

pfhywh




June 29, 1050

Mrs. Mabel %W. Brown

AeMaCa Camp
Thrée Mile Island
Lakepopt, New Hampshire

Dear !Mrs. [Crownj

AN

Many thanks for sending me the manuseript; and for

forwanding a copy to the ?at;gn.fhat cleére up some corres-
péndance I have had with the Hatlonwhich looked a hit myster-
lous to me.

I am hoping you are ?nvinq ag aﬂjoyaﬁle a time on
Winnepesaukee ae we are up here. If you happen to be up to

thls valley, look us up. Meanwhile, the best of everything

to Margo and good succes: in her projects.

n er?%y OULrs .,

1ene?ﬂ\

Nowberu




June 29, 1950

‘Mr. Harold C. Fleld
Executlive fZdltor
The Hation
20 Vegey Street
Few York,T7,New York
Dear Mr..[Fileldj
I have Jjust recleved a letter from M ‘label Brown,

1

the aunt of ny-secretary, who.writes me that she has jﬁat
forwarded on behalf of my secretary the manuseript of

7y proposed article for the new Nation book. You will
underastand that the article is the result of a surgical
operation on tLwo preexiéting articles,and may thus be 15
need of a little postpperative care in pulling the stiches,
I propose to do this on the galleys and I promise you that
bhafcorreéiione will not be inordinate.

Very sincerely yours,

. Fd
a g i W e
LAy ] Poksr

Norbert “iener

NW/pw




Telephone, EXecutive 8100 Cable Address
COINEX, Washington, D. C,

CONFERENCE BOARD OF ASSOCIATED RESEARCH COUNCILS

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERSONS
2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D. C.

MEMBER COUNCILS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

AmeRrICAN CounciL oN EDUCATION AARON J. BRUMBAUGH

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES Chairman
ALFRED R. BELLINGER

DeTtLEv W. BrRONK
GEorGE S, CoUuNTS
MoRrTIMER GRAVES
PENDLETON HERRING
C. F. YOEGELIN
June 30, 1950 M. H. TRYTIEN,

Secretary

NarioNaL ReSearcH CounciL
SociaL SciENCE RESEArRCH COUNCIL

GorpoN T. BowLESs
Executive Secrelary

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

There have been many delays in the final notifi-
cation of candidates for Fulbright Awards, and in order that
you may not be further inconvenienced in making your plans for
the coming year 1t has seemed advisable to this Committee to
inform you of your selection by the Board of Foreign Scholar-

ships for a Fulbright Award.

If you have not yet receilved notice from the
Department of State of your selection and of the terms of
award, you may expect to receive such notification in the
next week or two. If you have already received notice, kindly
ignore this information.,

Sincerely yours,
/7 )

/ J g 4 -‘l".’ ,4
&-%ﬂ w”u Fa /k (I'Z,J/‘Z‘-,;
Gordon T. Bowles
Executive Beoretary




Telephone, EXecutive 8100 Cable Address
COINEX, Washington, D. C,

CONFERENCE BOARD OF ASSOCIATED RESEARCH COUNCILS

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERSONS
2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D. C.

MEMBER COUNCILS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

AMERICAN CouncIL OoN EDUCATION AARON J. BRUMBAUGH
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES Chairman
NaTIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL ALFRED R. BELLINGER

SociaL SciENCE RESEARCH CoOuUNCIL DeTtLEY W. BRONK
GeorGE S. CounTts

MORTIMER GRAVES
PENDLETON HERRING

June 30, 1950 C. F. YOEGELIN

M. H. TRYTIEN,
Secretary

GorpoN T. BowLEs
Executive Secretary

Professor Norbert Wiener
Messachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

There have been meny delays in the final notifi-
cation of candidates for Fulbright Awards, and in order that
you may not be further inconvenienced in meking your plans for
the coming year it has seemed advisable to this Committee to
inform you of your selection by the Board of Foreign Scholar-
ships for & Fulbright Award.

If you have not yet received notice from the
Department of State of your selection and of the terms of
award, you may expect to receive such notification in the
next week or two. If you have already received notice, kindly
ignore this information,

Sincerely yours,
4 s |

/7
#4 ot
()

Z,;{_’iu[

7
Gordon T. Bowles
Executive Secretary
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June 30, 195U

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
liassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 3Y, Mass,.

Dear Professor iener:

Chapman & Hall, Ltde, our English agents, will bring
out before long a volume tentatively entitled THE ORIGIN OF ADAPTTIVE
BEHAVIOUR by Dre. William R. Ashby, Department of Research, Barmwood
House, Gloucester, Chapman & Hail have furnished us with an outline
for this book, which is enclosed, as a basis for determining whether
we would like to take on an American editiocns

We earnestly hope that in spite of the vacation time you
might be willing to go through the outline and give us any comments
which occur to you. On the face of it the outline suggests a most
interesting book, and we would further appreciate your confidential
opinion as to the author's competence to adequately handle all aspects
of the subject reflected in the outline. Since much of the material
will be Dr. Ashby's original contribution, you may be familiar with
some of his researches and journal articles.

The author himself describes the book as follows:

"Tt answers the fundamental question: how does the brain,
as a mechanism, produce intelligent behavior? In the book I establish
a new fundamental principle, apply it to the brain, and show that this
principle must lead to the emergence of intelligent behavior. Can a
mere mechanism be intelligent? I show how this is possible, and de-
scribe the method in detail.

#The book presents a unified and systematic account of my
researches, hitherto published only in articles scattered in the scien-
tific journals. It gives not only the first connected account of these
published matters but includes many later developments that are wholly
neWe

"7t is written uniformly for the 'intelligent layman'. No
specialized knowledge is demanded. Although some mathematics is neces-
sary for rigor, this has beenremoved to a Technical Appendix, which the
expert, and the critic, may consult. The non-expert will find the text
complete in itself. The few demands on the reader are that he must be
able to understand a graph and must not be afraid of some hard thinkihg.




FROM JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC.

TO Professor Norbert Wiener 7 DATE June 30, 1950

Mhom will it interest?

"Physiologists and psychologists, for it gives new information on
how the brain works, describes how the nerve-cells become function-
ally co-ordinated, and shows how intelligent behavior can emerge
from a purely mechanistic system.

"Physicists, for it describes the principles for building a machine
more brain-like than anything yeit constructed.

"Philosophers and theologians, for it offers an exact theory which
they will probably regard as provocative.

"The general scientific publie, for it solves a classic problem,
centuries old,

"In short, all who are interested in Cybernetics.™

If the author succeeds in his aims, would you agree that
the book is likely to interest the various groups of people he men-
tions?

May I thank you in advance for your cooperation,

Sincerely yours,
- -of
fporrida_ EB}iﬁﬁfrvrfﬂ’

James Helming /
Editor
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June 30, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
lMassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. fiiener:
Thank you for your letter of June 27. Dover Publications

will, I know, be very glad to have a copy of The Fourier Integral
if your daughter can find one when she returns to town.

I note that you wish to make one or twoc small corrections;
it will be best if you do not mark these on the pages of the
wlhick book itself, st will be photozraphed, but write them out on a
separate sheet. Dover Publications can then have the material
set in type and pasted carefully on the appropriate pages.

Yours sincerely,

E'm. ot Ma st '7;‘“--—-

F. Ronald Mansbridge
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June 30, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

Dear Norbert:

The exact title of the book to which you refer is
ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY, published by the MeGraw-Hill Book
Company in 1940.

I am most interested to learn of the work you are
doing on a generalized harmonic analysis and prediction
theory in connection with optical instruments. I hope that
I shall have a chance to see something of it when it gets
a little further along.

Welsskopf recelved formal notice of hls Fulbright
Award only yesterday and I should imagine that you will
recelve your notice along with this letter. At all events
I know your name was on the list and I am sure that it will
come Through in due course.

I envy your stay in New Hampshire and am looking
forward myself to a few weeks in Vermont toward the latter
part of fthe summer.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Stratton

JAS:deh Pfoyost
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Yours slncerely,

Norbert WViener




