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Mr, Herbert Feibert, Editor
Commercial and Financial Chronicle
25 Park Place
New York 8, New York

Dear Sir:

As I have recently been misrepresented in one of the

newspapers by an inexperienced reporter, I write the

following statements to give my oplnion on the future

of automatic machinery. More material is to appear in

a book of mine entitled THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN BRINGS

orinted early this fall by Houghton-Mifflin, The

technique of automatic Machinery to replace human

judgment in the factory which originally started with

isolated pieces of apparatus and with a series of

unrelated inventions as become organized and xmk

systematized with the use of the electronic computor

as the decision center of the apparatus.

Second, This appratus with proper sense organs and

sffectors is capable of running assembly Lines and a

wmhoie factory.

Third, The cost of such an apparatus is hich at

present, but is very ravidly becoming less as research

nodels are beginning to take standard form, and to

be subject to mass production.

Fourth, The Apparatus 1s quite capable of performing
ing

acts of accounting,aost account and statistical

testing as 1t proceeds with its work of manufacture,

and is therefore as much of a threat to the white

rollar worker as to overall labor.



Fifth: ‘the work is transforming the task fg the
(Va

industrlal engineer to that of the man who puts on

the machine the original instruction or taping.

This 1s a highly skilled takk and must be well done,

although probably one or two people can do it for

a whole industry. Desides this man, and his small

staff the only other people around a factory willbe

the naintsnance and trouble-chasing crewe their 2 '
worl will be greatly facilitated by known methods
by ren troubles may be made to show themselves

before they have actually interfered seriously with

the operation of the machine.
=
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Sixth: The machine will havemorse-and-more Immediate

ise in the factory. It will have much less effect on

small scale industries like auto-repair and on
there

agriculture, but Xk 1s absolutely no reason why the

use of these machines may not spread considerably

in the future and ultimately come down to an agricultural

level, This is a difficult development job, rather than
CR I

the introduction of any new principle.

Seventh: If the apparatus comes in gradually, it

may be possible with the aid of a good deal of thinking

to offset the social disorganization and the unemployment

caused by a radical reorganization of human valuation

in society. If it comes in suddenly, its impact may

be catastrovhic, and revolutionary.

Eithth: 4k In the presence of war with Russia, we

shall have to face simultaneouily a maximum demand for

Army personnel for the purpose of occupation. and



and a maximum demand for productive output. These

vill lmmediately bring the automatic factory into

into importance as one of the first needs for figting

1 war. The personnel to develop the automatic factory

alreadv exists among those traîned in electronic

sngineering in the last war, and among those developed

oy that generation. It 1s a conservative prediction

0 say that the large automatization of industry will

then take place in from two to five years. Social

reforms are almost never made in war time. We shall

thus find ourselves confronted by the know-how of

he automatic machine and a large backlog of already

sonstructed automatic machines Our returning
[MAG eh

soldiers will face a situation of technological

employment. This is the stuff of which revolutions

are made o

[ request that if you mention my name in connection

with this material you print this statement above

sxactiy as ît stands, making it clear that further

+ ommen /on it are your own responsibility.

Very sincerely yours,



Mr. Clifton Webb=-2

once a human operation has been reduced to a succession
&gt;f consecutive decisions, each made on the basis of
those past, it may at least theoretically be performed
&gt;y a machine. Machines cdpable of performing such
sequences of consecutive decisions are already known
as the mechanical brains which do so much of the
modern work of computation. It was inevitable that
these machines should,take over the work of consecu-
tive decision necessary for the whole factories or
assembly lines If you read last Sunday's New Fork
fimes, there 1s an article in the business section

vhich indicates the factory without employees ,or
substantially without employees, as already beîng
ased by the Fords for manufacturing parts and sub-
assemblies of the Ford car.
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In this sort of factory without employees which is
rapidly leading to a second industrial revolution,
the work of Galbraith in analysing human operations,
intoia: sequence of consecutive unit operations 1s
converted into the work of making punched cards or
their equivalentsbywhichthewholetakkofthe
assembly line is regulated. In other words, the
spirit of Galbraith's work is now developing to the
point where the efficiency engineer of the Galbraith
type 1s essentially the only important employee of
the factory. The maintenance crew still exists,
but its work is cut to a minimum by a process in
which defective parts signal their existence by
serks_ontheline,andbeforetheperiodatwhich
they actually have to be replaced. This modern
automatic factory will do its own cost accounting,
and its own statistical work, and has as little
need for the white collar operator as it has for
“he man in overalls.

Thus the result of Galbraith's work which was intended
50 signal a new period of human efficiency has actually
gone so far that it is destroying the possibility of
numan employment. The mechanized human being whom
he worshiped, and whome he tried to imitate in his
own family is giving way to the machine of glass and
steel, It’1s a sardonic fact that the type of living
to which he assigns such human values that he based
als whole family existence upon it, 1s finding less

and less place fotfonly for human values, but for
muman beings. ’ In this connection, a thing that was
surprising to me, and which ! suppose to be faithful
in fact in the movie, is that a man whose work had
so completely succeeded in upsetting the scale of
human values on the one hand, and,of such great
commercial value to the Industries on the other,
should have lived a 1ife not of a! rich man, but of
a cultured gentlemanbf the average upper middie-



Representative John H, Marsalis
House of Representatives
Consress of the United States
Washington, D. Ce

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have stat to

Mr. Herbert Feibert, Fditor of the Comertial and Financial

Chronicle. This conveys the present status of my ee

ideas on the second industrial revolution. There are certain

points which I should like to bring to your attention. Since

the new automatic factory contain a very small working staff,

that staff 1s likely to be mobile, and there is no particular

need for the new type of factory to be established only in

regions offering a large supply of skilled labor. They are thus

almost as likely to appear in regions such as your own state which

are relatively undeveloped industrially, as in the traditional

industrial areas) provided that there 1s an adequate supply of
raw materials and an adequate transportation to markets.

They will not tend to bring to such a region any appreciable

amount of new employment, but they may indirectly contribute
fe eee led Fd dd © LE Car Sata et tiie

taxable resources, and they will undgpubtedly ‘affect either
favorably or un£avorably the standard of living. It is quite

possible that it 1s exactly regions such as your state which

may be sourht out by industries of this sort, because the local

labor market is relatively less important than elsewhere, and the

unemployment which they are Likely to produce will be felt more

in the already existing eenters of industry than locallye Thus

they may easily furnish a real problem which you may have to face

on your own ground.



You must realize, however that the problem they present

will not only be local but national, and the désplacement of

smployment cannot but produce great repercussions even in the

recions where locally but little employment 1s displaced.

In the centers of industrial population, I foresee an eventual

replacement of the majority of those doing repetétive takks in

industry by the machine, These displaced people will have to

‘ind some new mode of living which will very probably be sub-
There

sistence farming. Xk 1s thus Likely to be at a future date,

which I cannot name, bo be a considerable return to the Lang, and

jecentralization, which although 1t will not solve the entire

new economic problem will be a factor tending to allevaite it.

Jnder those conditions, the less industrialized and more

asricultural or forest or mine regions will receive access K5

of displaced city people, which will represent a later and

more acute form of the problem of the Oakle, and this again may

become a matter of considersble interest in your state.

Sincerely vours,

Norbert Wiener

NWsez
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THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY
8 ARLINGTON STREET

BOSTON 16

Dear JZefes son Wiener
We take pleasure in sending you your

galley proofs, Please return them to us with
your corrections, with special attention to the
queries we have raised on the margin, We hope
it will be possible for you to confine correc-
tions to a minimum as our schedule does not per-
mit extensive revisions.

In order to fit your contribution within
even pages, we have had to cut _ 20 lines.
If these deletions are not acceptable, please
feel free to restore them, but be sure to cut
an equivalent number of lines,

To keep our time schedule, we ought to
have these proofs back in our hands by soln vad
otherwiseweshallhave to pass into page proofs
on our own authority.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Faithfully yours,

(os) Ect. PFlwd
FessesTor
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Robert Schatz

Purdue University
est Lefayetse
Indiana

Prof, Norbert viener
Dept, of i'athematics
MeXleTe

Dear Sir,

Just recently a book of yours, "Cybernetics", has come to my

attention. hile reading it, I couldn't help but get the feeling

that here was something that would perform invaluable service to

the field of scientific endeavor as a whole by standing for the

coordination and integration of diversified branches of investi-

cation and to psychology in particular in that it would serve to

reduce the subjective character of its approach, TPecause of the

theoretical-mathematical approach which is used in the book, how-

ever, it is apparent that just psychological training would scar-

cely allow a person to pursue Cybernetics adaguately. Personally,

[ didn't find this fect unduely discouraging in as much as I an

also getting a de ree in Electrical Engineering. But even so,

while reading the book I felt that my theoretical knowledge was

lacking in many respects.

It was mentioned in the book that a list had been compiled

of the courses which must necessarily preceed any comprehensive

study of Cybernetics. I would appreciate it, then, if you would

either send that course of study to me or tell me vhere I micht

obtain the information. As of now, I am on the verge of entering

traduate school and so it is only natural that I begin to orient

myself in terms of the goals which I am to pursue.

I hope this recuest doesn't inconvenience you in anyway.

Terv gincerels vnur-





PHYSICS,
57 EAST 55th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y., Eldorado 5-58

editor ® DAVID A. KATCHER

editorial advisers:
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JOHN R. PIERCE

MARK W. ZEMANSKY
Mey 1, 1950

Dear Professor Wiener:

We have received for review a copy of The
Mathematical Theory of Communication by Claude E.
Shannon and warren weaver and 1 wonder if you
might be willing to review it for our book section?
If so I hope that you will use your own judgement
as to the most appropriate length, which I think
should depend primarily upon your own evaluation
of the work as an addition to the literature.
The average length of our reviews is in the nelgh-
borhood of 800 words, although on occasions we have
carried reviews about twice as long.

The only cautionary note that may be in order
is that we are especially anxious to receive materiel
that will be on as intelligible a level as possible
for the largest number of people, or in other words
that the vocabulary involved should be held to a
reasonably nonspecialized region.

A return postcard is enclosed for your reply.
If you are interested, a copy will be forwarded as
soon as we hear from you. If you cannot see your
way clear to taking this on, I should appreciate
any suggestion you may have as to another possible
reviewer for the book.

Yours sincerely,

ve ee Daurs
R. R. Davis

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge 39, Mass.

RRD: ler

aublished by AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS. INC. member societies AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY « OPTICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA &lt; ACOUSTICAL SOCIEM
OF AMERICA +» SOCIETY OF PHEOLNARY - AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PHYSICS TFACHFRS



102 Keer Ave,
Newerk ¢ N. J
Vay lat. T7-ÈC

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
vWassachusetts Institute of
Cambiridse 50, Mass.

Technology

Jjaar Professor Wiener:

Since I have already taken much
O&gt;f vour valuable time, 1 write this with £reat
1nesttancy.

However, I must know whether the
nanuscript,' "Assumptions and Attitudes of Scientist and
Vemocrat,'!' which I sent you over a year ago has been
lost. If that is the case, I can proceed to make another
copy, for there is a possibility of getting it published
in à local Teschers Union periodical.

vou Thank
I would be grateful for word from

you very much for your efforts in my behalf,

Sincerely,

Côe je
- » v

zæeniamin De Leon

Qe A









JACOB L. LORIE
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

 yoyErne: ei) Ep THe BJD NBoe
KANSAS CITY, MO.
Nalnut St.Bldg.

May 1,1950

rrofessor Norbert Wiener,
Professor of Mathematics,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:
NC
bY

I assume that you are the son of Professor Leo Wiener who
tried to teach me Latin in the old Central High School in this
city. My Latin was pretty anaemic and I can hear him now as I
falteringly stammered through and ignominiously retired:

"Mr Lorie! Yr Lorie"Cover yourself with glory".AN

I lacked Botany to qualify for Ann Arbor and he coached me one
Summer but the hours were delightfully spent with about fifteen
to twenty minutes of Botany and the indefinite balance with
listening to his English translation of some great Russian poet
or just roaming the wide world through.

I then lived at 917 Penn Street, and next door north lived Henry
Kahn (2 clothing merchant) with his wife and family of several
daughters. I think their names were Helen, Birdie, Emma and
Etta, Your father I think married one of them. I forget which
nne - but vou ought to know.

Have been reading about your Electronic Brain. My little candle
is s0 dazzled by this blazing son (pun intended) that it can only
worship from afar.

If you acknowledge this I would be much surprised and very proud.

Admiringly,
A

| Wr monte a” 3 So
à fus

[



THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE

STATE COLLEGE, PA.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

May 1, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

In further reply to your letter of April 5 may I bring
to your attention a statement of the Acting President of
the College:

"Fach year The Pennsylvania State College appoints a
number of new teachers on a one year contract and at the
end of this probationary period reappoints some and does
not reappoint others. Because it does not wish to
jeopardize the professional career of anyone, no announce-
nent is ever made of the reasons for not reappointing.

"In a release to the press the Progressive Party of
Pennsylvania, basing its statement on a report from
Dr. Lee Lorch, condemned the College for not reappointing
Cr. Lorch to the department of mathematics. The con-
fusion which this statement has caused makes necessary
an exception to our practice.

"Dr. Lorch was appointed for one year. After thorough
consideration the Trustees decided not to reappoint him.
The decision was not based on his action in inviting
Negroes to live in his apartment in Stuyvesant Town, as
the statement of the Progressive Party implied. Tne
attitude of the College toward Negroes 1s well and
favorably known. Nor was the decision based on nis
political views, as was also implied. The long record
&gt;f Penn State in respecting the personal freedom of its
faculty has been an important factor in the excellent
relations between faculty and administration.



Dr. Norbert Wiener May 1, 1950

"Dr. Lorch was not reappointed because in our judgment
ne does not have the personal qualifications which the
Sollege desires in those who are to become permanent
nembers of its faculty."

Sincerely yours,
7

Ye Ao.
A. 0. MOREE
Assistant to the President
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Office of the Managing Editor

"TRADE Union COURIER
‘America’s Leading Labor Newspaper’

3 WEST 17 STREET, NEW YORK 11, NEW YORK e¢ WAtkins 9-0544 e Cable: TRACOURIER

May 1, 1950

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr, Wiene rs

We note with interest your address on "The Agomic
Era==Can 1t Produce Peace and Abundance?" given before
the Nation Associates, April 29.

We belleve that the subject might be of interest to our
readers, and would like to read your address with a view
toward reprinting it.

Will you be kind enough to send us a copy?

Yours very truly,

Charles Raddock,
MANAGING EDITOR

CR: pk

WASHINCTON. D. C. ALBANY UrticA BurrFarLo NEWARK BRIDGEPORT
En 79

PrOVIDENCE BostoN WINCHESTER. Va. CUMRERLAND. Mn.
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I am very much interested in the mechanism wh' ch
you survmest for the Pavlovian conditioned vr Plex,
À mechanism that will werk 1s not too ¢.. cult to
sugrests lhe important thin: is to = «3 » &lt;nenan,
sf a mechanism whlch wlll work select ve
impulses that have accompanied impulses
or unpleasant nabhrs 203d na” for othe

visasant

The particular difficulty 1s th t we need some
mechanism which 13 not «&gt; laborate that i* .11
take up too much slact © . each synanse and era he
tri-rered over the vhol: huran system to act
lor synapses which have recently been carryin-

&amp; “6ssage and synapses which have note IÎÏt seems
to me that this can best be dene by channel
“essages without specific destination, belonrin-
to the emotional situation and which locally in
combination with the set of synapses vhich have
been recently dlscharped tris ers some mechanism
not unlike the one that vou have mentioned.

Yan erI ave a atrone grey - ~ 4 mn th oy Hume
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* 4 Stewart
+) Bullding
California

Damp «
4 ‘tevartt

I Pind your lettes» of the 25th of
ravealinre

Ya

Sincerely vour:

Norbert Yiener
TREA 7
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I find your letter very interesting. As to the cuota=
tions you make from the article, !t was based on a
sad plece of reportin- and is not fully adequate
ky point Is thise I would allow at a rough estimate
ten to twenty-five years for the case of the donination
of Industry by the automatic machinery in case of no
ware +n case of war, the corhinatior of our nedd for
mathods of hilsh level of production end for the
draftine of an enormous army of occupation would force
the automatic machine to appear very hich in its
priority for the conduction of the ware Under those
conditions, I would lve a zues that two to five
years should see the nr 1 ryineir]-&lt; © "1 develored.

If 1 remember my own statement to my interviewer, I
1id not say "wipe oub the arsembly line" but "mechanize
1t"e I see that you rn*-&lt; *he point 27 the plant
help for maintenance and fe7 repair, Nay / point out
that in the not dissimilar situation with chemical
factories we have already seen the automatic factory
reduce the malntenance crew to a levél of perhaps
one-tenth of the complete staff ermloyed before.
lay + also point out that tre technique of having
autoratic equipment monitor itself, and thereby
sirnal approaching fallures before thay occur is
one which 1s already developed and is subject to
creat further developments I conceive of ths employees
of the future automatic plant to be tha Follrwlveog

le A verv sell croup of employees a
level w*&gt; l'irn trs ruccesaîon où €
autorat*: procsss 1 fit the machine .
quécescin wvinz "&gt; GorrtT 1 pvt,

Teh
aan

ce
oT)

”

; €

rrr amal’ trouble shootin~ ran- vhose work willl
LuutatÀ&gt; the fnet that vost fallures of tha



Se triea) and mechanical equipment will sirmnal themand the place of their occurrenr-. and that the
apparatus will be so made thar 7% #7 T :-rrected
without stopping the running «. tig Ngchomee In this
tase, JL consider that no definitive machine will
believe anything that isn't said at least twice or
three times and that a discord between the reports
handed in for the same operation wil automatically
throw the !sipnal voice out of action anc sirnal
the repair man,

ce A heavy mach merv assembly line like that of
automobiles will r ra the transference of some
parts to another p ve the line. It follows that
we will need a certain amount of heavy crew to do this
handling, liow mich of a crew it will be I do not
know; and that 15 larrely a matter in the hands of the
plant engineer, |

1 have vpry definite notions of what will happen to
maintenance .crews In the future and even on the type
of man that will be used. I have also very definite
ideas that the functions of the automatic factory will
extend themselves to parts of the line other than the
assembly lines itself. Before 1 go into these, however,
I wish you tb realize that you are writing under the
letterhead of an engineering firm desiring special
aûvice which ît can turn to corrercial advantare. ft
cencrally retains someone to 71ive 1t that advice,
You will understand that I am not in a position to
share all my ideas freely with you unless and untill
I shall be retained by you to that end, I may say
that 1 doykdinot be interested in giving adr. =
any rate of less than 4200 a daye

a

Sincer-1 Tours,

Yorbert Viener
1457
Ti»Last 3 74



(obmron Johnson
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. .

May 2, 1950

ir. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridee 39, Mass.

Dear Mr. Wiener:

Certainly I realize the devastating fact of such
developments as you picture. Having spent my life in factories
I can say, from the past record, it would seem that we are on the
vay toward meking better adjustments. The future may be more
challenging.

Gordon Fromm is one of the Sloan students at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and I am sending our
correspondence to him with the suggestion that he requests a meeting
with you. I would like him to receive the benefit of your views,
snd I believe you will find him to be the modern type of executive.
de will explain our policies, and I am most eager to see if they will
stand up in vour eves.

You will do us a great favor if you will take the
time to see Mr. Fromm.

Thank vou for vour letter.

TOUTE

TA a
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e eSoma A.Vickinson
MAIL ADDRESS:

BOX 67, STATION "M"
/ LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF,

| . i Le td I

IND
TELEPHONE

CAPITOL 1-9082 May 2, 1950

Prof. Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, MaSse

Dear Pref, Wiener:

Thank you for your note of April 2Le

TI am often guilty of saying things
I don't mean in my letters, since I am a professional
writer and can't afford to devote much time to extra-
curricular correspondence, Anyhow, I want to assure
you that I had no intention of accusing you of mis
anthropy after reading your books

On the contrary, I only intended to
imply that=—while you seem to shy away from certain
jdeas, much the same as I tend to avoid mathematical
concepts--we both managed to reach the same conclusions
in many respects in contemplating the current indus=
trial revolution.

This was interesting to me, since
{t seems to indicate that the accuracy of a conclusion
is not necessarily dependent on a method cf thinkings
and that many thought-processes which are now regarded
as unscientific might actually provide some of the
most feasible solutions to our problems in the field of
human relationships.

Cordially yours,

TAD: 3m
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Barnard College
Columbia University

New Dork 27

OFFICE OF THE DEAN May 3,1950

Dear Dr. Wiener,

I have heard glowing reports of
the Eastern Colleges Science Conference
which was held here last weekend, and I
wish to send you à personal word” of
appreciation for your contribution to
the success of the meetings.

We appreciate the time, effort,
and thought you gave to this Conference,
and we are very grateful to you for your

participation.

Yours sincerely,

Mle” Cond
Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts
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BRITISH JOINT SERVICES MISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Postal Address:

?. O. Box 680

Benjamin Franklin Station
Washington, D. C. 1285 MASSACHUSETTSAVENEMol.

Im 318, 1800 'K' St. N.W.

TECHNICAL SERVICES

Telephone: Decatur 9000

Your Ref: ….............…......…...…..….…cccceres-

Or Raft ..ocrmmmissomsiiamimmsseninusronssssnsntanon

hth May, 1950,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
CAMBRIDGE, Mass.

Dear Sirs.

In accordance with the clearance granted me by the
Office of Naval Operations, Office of Naval Intelligence, I
propose visiting, along with Sir Charles Wright and Dr, W.R.
Sook of the British Admiralty, your establishment on Tuesday,
7th May, to discuss with Dr. Wiener and Dr. Lee the project
Whirlwind", and autocorrelation techniques,

Yours sincerely,

TAT odo
S.W. Coppock

Director of Technical Services (Research)



TRINITY COLLEGE
HARTFORD 6, CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

lay 4, 1950.

Professor Norbert Wiener
Magsachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 739. Vassachusetts

Gear Professor Wiener:

I very much enjoyed your talk at

Trinity College last night. Unfortunately I had to leave

before the conclusion of the motion picture and did not have

the opportunity of speaking with you. I am certain that

Professor Bissonnette greatly enjoyed meeting vou again.

Your mention of the Ford article fron

the New York Times of several weeks ago made me wonder if

you had seen the one last Sunday on the Buick Division of

zeneral Motors. Your predictions are being realized very

rapidly |

Sincerely yours,

Jarold L. Dorwart
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May 4, 1950.

Dr.Norbert Wiener
c/o.Massachusetts Institute
of Technology
Boston,Mass.

Dear Dr.Wiener:

I was very interested to read in the
"Herald Tribune" the statement you made
regarding the industrial revolution in
our country to be brought about by new
machinery.

As the Editor of "Aufbau*, the lead-
ing German language weekly in this country
and the American correspondent of the
"Nationalzeitung" (Basle), Switzerland,
I would like to submit your ideas to the
readers of these papers.

Therefore, I would appreclate 1t very
much 1f you could grant me an interview.
Would May 11 or 12th, 18th or 19th be con-
venient to vou?

I
Looking forward to hearing from you,

am.

Very truly yours

 JofolSe je
Manfred Geô6rge -

Editor.

Office: 209 West 48th Street, New York 19, N.Y. © Telephone Circle 74662  @ Cable Address: "Aufbau" New York
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF THE LIBERAL ARTS

STATE COLLEGE. PENNSYLVANIA

MATHEMATICS May 4, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Department
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wièner:

At the Washington meeting of the American Mathematical
Society I was told that you had written a letter to the
Pennsylvania State College administration protesting my
jismissal. I want to thank you very much for your kindness
in this matter and your efforts to protect academic freedom.
[t will interest you to know that quite a number of other
scholars have also sent such letters. To my knowledge this
includes people from University of Pennsylvania, Chicago,
Syracuse, Illinois, Michigan, Princeton, Reed College, City
Jollege, Hunter College, Columbia, New York University,
3rooklyn Polytech and perhaps a couple of others that may
slip my mind at this moment. The fight is still going on,
31 though the odds are not favorable for any sort of academic
freedom victory these days. I believe it would help if those
No have written would find ways of publicizing the support
they have given in order to let the Administration know that
it cannot live down this episode.

I have written to Chancellor Hutchins at Chicago sol-
iciting his support and suggesting that one good way to
support the principles of academic freedom would be to
secure an appointment at a leading university for a current
victim. I expressed the view that such an appointment, ex-
olicitly made for the protection of an academic freedom vic-
tim,and publicly announced as such would take the wind out
of the salls of a good many now practicing or contemplating
violations of academic freedom. It would also give encourage-
nent to those who are determined to resist these violations.
In view of the defense of academic freedom expressed by Pres-
ident Killian of M.I.T. when attacks were made last year on
Professor Struik, I have since wondered whether M.L.Y. might
pe willing to undertake just such an action as I suggested to
Hutchins. I should be very happy to learn from you whether
you think this might be possible, and to secure your advice
as to how to proceed in this connection.

Lee Lorch



Buke University
DURHAM

NORTH CAROLINA

HSrhonl of Medicine

Bepartment of Neuropsychiatry
Reply to Undersigued

5H5 Lay 1957 1950

Dr. Uorbert Weiner
Professor of lizthenatics
Lassachusetts Institute of Technolosy

Teor Dr. Weiner

I was talking to Dr, Warren MeCulloch at the recent con-
vention at Atlantic City of the Teleration of American Bioloc-ical
Societies. About a y2or aro I sent hin a copy of a paper thot was
first read in its escence before the Psychology Colloquium at Dulie
University. This paper propounds a theory of vision, I have nade
sorte efforts to get this maser published and have met with the ob-
jection that it is too complicated and comprehensive, On the other
hand, it is not at all in proper fora to be sent to Rasheveslyls
Eulletin of Mathematical Biophysics. Professor licCulloch sugzested
thzt I forward ao copy to you for consideration in the hope that rou
could find a publisher for it somewhere, as the ideas contained in
it are renidly becoming current Imovleixe.

I rust confess that this thesis was developed in opposi-
tion to Tr. Zeanerls presentation of Hohler's Field Theory and Theor:
of Figural After Effects. Accordingly, the first page or two is
levoted to a renudiation of the Field Theory and truly were better
snitted fron any npuclication.

Any further cornents,
-

3 vd VOU.

Very truly yours,

2 J) Cr
7

-. ny Toster

P.0. Eox 3240

AAT [ent
Encl,



FIRST UNITARIAN SUCieiŸ
Fred | Cairns, Minister

Madison, Wisconsir

Hr. Torbert Wiener
Tie Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Mass,

Dear lr. Wiener:

I have just read with excited interest those parts of
your book, CYBERWETICS, which I am capable of understanding. By that I
mean I have given specific attention to the introduction and first chap-
ter, and the last two chapters. The material between these outer limits
îs more technical than ny backeround allows me to disest with any confort.

Perhaps it will not strike you as important that a clersy-
man pralses your book with such enthusiasm, Yet I assure you that the
field in which you have written has a relation to ry own philosophy of re-
ligion —- which is certainly a non-supernatural religion « that gives ne
courage and assurance that ny own ideas, not always popular in ny especial
field. are not entirely nigdirected.

I want to add my appreciation to that of the many others
who must already heave expressed genuine gratitude to you for your writing.
Your last two chapters which relate your technical knowledge to the social
development of the future are more than praiseworthy —- it is not only what
you have said that thrills me, but what I detect as your motivation for
saying it, I am in complete sympathy with your observations included in
the final chanter on "Information, Lansuage and Society

Forgive me for this intrustion upon what I am sure is a
very busy time for vou. I simmly mean to thank you for what vou have vritten.

Very sincerely yours,

‘

TAL AAS

Hay 5, 1950



4230 Mila Avenue
Rockford, Illinois
Lay 5, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Dent, of Kathematics
Vass, Inst. of Technology

Dear Sir:

A Tew months 200 the author of the enclosed perer visited the
University of Indiana in order to obtain the critiral perscec-
tive in regards to his theoretical ideas, There, after being
amusinsly welcorfed by highly refined, clolstered, and self-im-
portant snecialist, he was indeed fortunate to meet and receive
sncoura-ocment fron a very renowned and canahle mathemetician,
27, Holavaty, recently où Czechoslavakia, A8 a result of Dr,
Halavaty's advice and encouragement, and also that of Dr,
Newton FT. 3tallrnecht, cnaîrman of the University's Denartment
of Philosorhy, he is sendin~ you this brief discussion with
axnectations of gvmnathetic criticism,

Th= discussion herein endeavors to unify and simrlify various
concepts and with its inrovaticns, to unify and simnlify the
too consninuous distinctions existing between various cateror-
iss in science, Herein are the fundamental ideas without re-
course tc technical data in order to facilitate ravid review,
as time may be expedient to you. Th2 metaphysical asosct in-
herent, at first clance, is by no means an indication of ex-
treme sevaration fror the empiriral--=insvired resesrcn will
ratify this agsumntion.

The author in twentyv-four years of ave, His imrediate aroi-
tion is to unifv "conscious effort” under ons ideolosy, an id-
2o0l1c5y whick is firmly rooted in scientific proof, There is
no reason why he should not succrad, sinzs vreat men such as
vou have ons ahead and cleared a path for him, A&amp;1thoush lack-
inc sufficient leisure and ressarch facilities at the nresent.
ho Jooks forward to aid fron those who insnired nir.

sya~"

"A
;
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

May 5, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

2-165

Dear Norbert:

In a moment of weakness I agreed, some time
ago, to participate in an "America's Town Meeting of the
Air! proadcast on May 30th, devoted to a discussion of
possible developments in our society in the next 50 years.
My assignment is to report on some of the important
developments which our scientists might anticipate.

If you can do so without it being an undue
burden, I would appreciate your taking out your crystal

ball and giving me a few paragraphs on what you. foresee assome of the most important impending developments and
trends in the field of science, especially your own field.
I am asking several of our colleagues here if they will
be willing to make a forecast, thus providing me with an
expert panel whose Judgments I might reflect in what I
contribute to the program.

TT

Yours cordiallr

LNH. ÿ Nam

-, R. Killias
President

7

JRK/k1w



20 VESEY STREET - NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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PREDA KIRCHWEY
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DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM
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LILLIB SHULTS
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May 5, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
llassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Please accept my profoundest appreciation of your par-
ticipation in our Conference last week end. I. do not have
to tell you that appreciation was shared by our representa=
tive audience, which gave concrete evidence of it directly
to you.

I hope you feel as gratified as I do with the results.
I think, all in all, it was extremely worthwhile. It helped
to place the whole question of war and peace in a different
context, and to make people see that there are a number of
solutions which can be pressed for with success.

We mean to go forward. Our first step is to be a special
2/=page supplement of The Nation, to be published lay 16th.
We are now in the midst of synthesizing the various proposals
made, with a view of their formal presentation to the appro-
priate channels in the United Nations, as well as the United
States Covernment.

Within the next days our plans will be more developed, and
I shall be glad to inform you about them. In the meantime, my
renewed thanks.

Tith kind regards.

Cordially,
A

P.S.

Freda Kirchwey

t

—"&gt;

If you will be good enough to let us know what your expenses
were, we shall be glad to send you a check covering them.
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MID-CENTURY CONFERENCE FOR PEACE
Executive Director: COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL ALTERNATIVES
OR, WItLARD UPHAUS Honorary Chairmen: MISS EMILY GREENE BALCH, BISHOP W. J. WALLS

158 WEST 56th STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. « JUdson 6-3882

Room 608
30 North Dearborn Street

Chicago,lllinois
May 6,1950.

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge,Mass.

Near Prof. Wiener:

Not long ago when I was in Boston my friend, Prof. L.Harold
De Wolf of Boston University S chool of Theology told me about you,
and said you would be an excellent speaker for our Mid-Century Con-
Perence for Peace to be held in Chicago. May 29-30.

The copy of the Call enclosed outlines the principles under-
lying the Conference and lists the distinguished $mericans who are
sponsoring it. We need prophetic voices who can tell us what we are
up against as far as the H-bomb and atomic warfare are concerned,but
who can also discuss the social implications of abundant power for
the redemptive purposes of peace and world reconstruction. We shall
be looking for peaceful alternatives throughout.

Can you be with us} We are a poor Committee,but should be able
to menage the expenses. We realize how short the time is. We began planning
rather late,but my travels have convinced me that we should have from
500 to 1000 present. The crv for veace is rising from the grass roots.

Here is a mere skeleton of an outline of the program. Much is

to be filled in. I would be pleased to have you call me collect.
‘Sur number —f ANDOVER 3-5903,Chicaro.

oping to hear from you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Willard Uphaus
Executive Director

initiating Sponsors: Dr. David Baker, Dr. Wade Crawford Barclay, Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Rabbi Jonah E. Caplan, Rev. Donald Cloward, Mrs. Howard G.
Colwell, Dr. Abraham Cronbach, Dr. Mark Dawber, Prof. Kermit Eby, Rabbi Alvin S. Fine, Mrs. Welthy Fisher, Prof. E. Franklin Frazier, Rabbi Robert Gordis.
Jishop S. L. Greene, Prof. Georgia Harkness, Prof. Robert J. Havighurst, Dr. Charles W. Iglehart, Rev. Dr. D. V. Jemison, Jameson Jones, Rev. Dr. Leo Jung,
Rev. William E. Lampe, Prof. Halford E. Luccock, Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, Lester G. McAllister, Dr. Thomas Mann, Donald L. Mathews, Prof. F. O. Matthiessen,
Dean Walter G. Muelder, Dr. John S. Nollen, Dr. Albert W. Palmer, Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons, Prof. Linus Pauling, Prof. George V. Schick, Rev. Franklin I.
Sheeder Hon. Odell Shepard. Dr. P O Sorokin. Dear John B. Thompson Dr Charles Turck. Prof. Oswald Veblen. Prof. Goodwin Watson. Bishop R. R. Wright. Jr

an
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NobeS. Norfolk, Va.
fer 7 1950

Frofessor Norbert veimer
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, bass.

Lear Frofescr» leimer.
I realize that in enswering this letter, you may be put at

an inconvenience, for - 1 are &amp; mun with mer (1d sried duties

and obligations. what shall ask of you mav e»~ "a. but
it will place immense luence upon me.

after I graduated ©» School, I enlisted in the Navy. A year
of electronics school . three years technical experience have
given me a base and . : interest in anything electronic or
alectrical.

Last year I became interested in analogue and computing mech-
anism, My range has been limited, since there are not many books
and pamphlets published on the subject. Upon my seperation from
the service, | intendentering a university to get the adequate
background, so as to enter this field, I would like your opinion
as to which professors and universitys would be the best to study
under, 1 have been hoping to hear of a small college that would
fulfill my personal requirements, for 1 feel that more can be
accomplished there thanin a large inpersonal educationsl mill.
ly high school education was such an assembly line system, and
[ feel that I had been cheated somewhere along the line,

1 would also appreciate your sending me a list of books and
pamphlets which would help such a layman as myself, inpreparing
nyself. If not, could you advise me as to where to obtain such a
list.

_
eT]



Emil J. Steger
420 S, 11th St.,
Belleville Ill.
May 7, 1950

Df. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of
Technology
Cambridge 39 Mass,

Dear Sir:
Ypur news release on a new Industrial Revolution

through the use of completely automatic industrial processes,
if I am correct, through the almost complete elimination of
manpower, interested me very much.

As a workman I have thought along the same lines, I
work in the Bottling Plant of a large local Brewery, where the
latest machinery is in use, however through observation 7 even
I can see where, with the use of more and more electronic controls,
to replace the hands and eyes of humans, the entire productive
process can be done without them.

If you were receptive and within week-end Airplane flight
how I would like to talk about this fascinating subject with you.
I think in what you forsee, opens for mankind the possibility thes
quitting @f almost all physical exertion, and the consequent rele
sase of new energies in better and higher level cultural pursuits.

~~

Sincerely yours.



Eric Berne, M.D.

San Carlos at Ocean Avenue

Carmel-by-the-Sea, California
Gelephone Carmel 1343 10

P.O. Box 2111 ley € 1950

Dr. Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Weiner:

I an working on an article entitled “The
Nature of Communication” which discusses psycho-
analysis from a cybernetic point of view. I
wonder if you would have the time and interest
to read the manuscript beforeIsend it for
publication. I should certainly be interested
to have your comments beforehand.

This article is a continuation of some
previous work. You may have received a reprint
I sent vou entitled "The Nature of Intuition."

Sincerely yours,
L,
Pras

Bric Berne, ii.D,

T3 :Tp



Meridian, Idaho
Kay 6, 1550

Dr. Horbert Weiner,
Massachusetts Institute of Technolorr,
Jambridee, l'assachusetts.

Dear Dr. Veiner:

I have been referred to you by the Central Institute for
the Deaf, as having information regarding the rlove development as

3 z _ “&gt; i

featured in LIFE magazine around the first of the vear.

The article was quite limited in scope, and while I am
practically totally deaf (92 decibel loss), and realize I have almost
nothing to work on, I don't want to miss following vo anv clues that
micht be of heln to me.

l'y hearing loss is the result of Spinal lieningitis, which I
contracted in Frankfurt, Germany the fall of 146. I was a matient
at the Aural Rehabilitation Center of WalterReed General Hospital for
about 5 months following ry return to the United States, at vhich
time I was given a very intensive course in lin-reading, as well as
work in auditory training - the latter of which was to no avail as I
could never distinmish much of anvthine over a hearine aid.

£ should apnreciate any information vou can give me
your recent develomment ss an aîd to herd of hearine persons.

rerarding



Judith Chase Churchill 24 Woodland Drive, Fair Haven, New Jerse-

May 9, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I'm preparing a plece for
the Woman's Home Companion on predict-
ions of things to come in fields of
especial interest to women.

I have been reading the
UP dispatch (April 24th) of your inter-
esting prediction that robots threaten
jobs and could, withln a decade, com-
pletely wipe out the factory assembly
line. Won't you send me more of your
speculations on this subject? I'd
like so much to include these in my
piece and to ouote you --with your
permission.

I'11l be looking forward
to hearing from you.

Most Sincerely,

Àmt? Gas Derek //
Judith Chase Churchill

+ 1 7? — Ree R..



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE

2 EAST 103 STREET

NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE ATWATER 09-4700

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am planning to be in Boston the
weekend of the 19th of May, and I wonder
if it would be possible for us to meet
either on the 19th or on the 20th.

I would like to have you dine with
me. I would appreciate hearing from you
on that score at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours, —-y

Iago Galdsfon, M.D..

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

/ek
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May 9, 1950

Ref: AP-13592

Dr. Norbert wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I enjoyed very much our brief discussicn of a
few days ago in your office, I was gratified to find our
method of attack in the determination of the dynamic charact-
eristics of a human operator in general agreement with your
own ideas. The emphasis on prediction was naturally suggested
bY vour own work.

I was also interested in your suggestion that a
computing machine may adjust a smoothing and a predicting net-
work to minimize an error criterion of one sort or another

between a predicted and an actual function. We had considered
a similar possibility and we feel, indeed, that the human
operator adjusts its networks in a similar manner.

Frankly, it had not occurred to us that you may be
willing to act in a consulting capacity on this project, knowing
your principles against war work. But we are certainly happy
that such should be the case, or did I make it clear that the
work would be financed by the Armed Forces, and should we be
successful in securing the proposed contract we will be glad to
discuss the matter further.

Sincerely yours,

GOOLYEAR AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

Robert Mayne, Manager
Aerophysics Departments

 Mi/ em

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
JO CONTRACT VAIID UNIFEFSS IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY DULY AUTHORIZED OFFICEREC



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO 37 - ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

May 9, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener

I hesitate to bother you about a relatively personal matter, but
perhaps this wouldn't be much trouble for yous. I am interested in
doing some teaching in Mexico City during the Fall and Winter of
1950-51, during which period I am on leave from the University of
Chicago, and would much appreciate it if you would mention this
in case you should hear of an interest in Mexico in having a visiting
American lecturer of my sort at that time. If a position materialized,
I would study Spanish very hard, and would undertake to lecture in
that language. Part-time work would be all right, but full-time work
of short duration would be best. I think that in this way I could
see some aspects of Mexican life not otherwise readily accessible,
as well as benefit financially (tho only slightly, as my contract with
the University of Chicago requires that I turn over to it any outside
salaries not consumed by extraordinary expenses) and perhaps do a
little for Mexican mathematics.

With best regards,

Sincerely

i. E. ( zal

PeSa Incidentally, I intend also to write Lefschetz with recard to this,
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I shall ¥ c¢elirnted to revisw the Mathematical
Theory Communication by Shannon and Weaver, anc
i shu. - atémnbt not to violate your cannons of

nerf£ormancee

Sinderal+e vours

Norbart Wiener
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Dear President Killlan:

Ihe enclosed comments on the future of sclence and
technique are just jottin7s, and should not te taken
too seriouslye The first is that we have obviously
opened up the nucleus of the atom, but we have come
to no established theory of it. Our techniques are
becoming more powerful, and each technique pormits
new techniques which use in their preliminary stares
the high energy levels obtained In the previous ones.
nether this will stop short of the complete conveplon
sf matter of any sort whatever Into enersy, we Co
not Kmow; but 1t 1s quite as unfactual to assume
the final stopping place wlll be somewhere near where
we are now, as it 1s to assume the” "7 till be the
complete conversion of all mat” &gt;” ENOrTye Tnis
ts important in making Judeme + 13 the destructive
power of weapons which wil i ‘na w-r not
immediately to comse

Second: Ve have as yet no complete united vhysicse
le have an excellent trial balloon c. Einstein's,
but I am very far from bein- convinced that this is
the ultimate smtiesis between relativity, quantum
theory, and electro-magnetic theory. 1 doubt 1f
physics can go on for many decades without a bstter
synthesis between these subjects, although I equally
doubt whether this new synthesis will be able to skand
up for many decades without developinz its internal
contradictions. Just vherse this will leave us from
a technical or eurineerins point of view is anybodg's
MAG SS oe

4rd: The furtiior I go with Cybernetics, the more
certain I am that we are on a rirht track. Combined
with the electroemicroscepe study of the nervous
system and the direct electrical study of the system,
1+ should not be many years before we know our own
internal communication syctem much better than we do
now, I have a conviction rather of falth than of
proof that in the atufly of this cormunication system



President James ¥°*7lian--°

as Ît really functions as a whole, we shall find
side by side with nervous conducted messa”-es, hormone
con:ucted messanes playinz an import-nt part as long
time regulators, and that these will De particularly
Interesting in the learning process. In the learning
process, 41 also foresee tle introduction of learning
techniques into automatic machinery as an established
policy. 1 foresee rreat social consequences, poten=
tially both good and bad from the centralization of
Industry which is likely to come from the automatic
computing machine, and the great use of atomic power,
and from the displacement of human labor which is also
likely to come from these 7:-&gt;""

I do not want to go into thelr complete nature here,
nor could I adequately, ™ = I do wish t&gt; &lt;+a 3 thac

unless the introdur The automat-. racnine,
and of atomic powe 3d out with the greatest
possible statesman - are likely to cause us
severe headaches | © deal worse), before
we find a proper 7 torether with theme

These as I have salir
I will stop now, un)
questions to put to »-

En

rr + sporadic ideas. I think

vou have further specific

Resnectfully vours-

Norbert Viener

Fe Se You can't ima~ine how relieved
f + that vou have weak moments too.

I am by the
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in an extra number publisher
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May 10, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-165

Dear Norbert:

Your letter is exactly what I wanted,

and I appreclate your taking the time to

make the suggestions.

If I later have questions, I will get

in touch with you directly.

Yours obligingly,

JRK:mh
f= lists .

. R. Killian, JF?



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.
DEPARTMENT OF

MODERN LANGUAGES

May 10, 1950

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Copy 1s being prepared for the final program for
the Sneech Communication Conference for which you
nave kindly consented to give a paper. It must
vo to the nrinter on ay 17.

Could vou please, 1f it 1s possible, let me have
a two or three-line abstract of your paper before
that day for printing in the final program? I
believe the title of your paper is one which you
yourself suggested, but if you would orefer some
other title, would you let me know before the
same deadline date.

Sincerely yours,

 nl ‘rm "4 {17am N. Locke
Procram Chairman

"ne .© Tentative Conference Program



Fr
arotresss: r  ys Tam Allils

av 10,“av 1 1959

Doar Profrgaor ADT

| Lave vorkin- with me now a Kr, Bruce Le MeClCornieke
«6 has been taking ny course on Fourter Devslonnents,
or + consicler him a very brirht youny man, Le is
very ruch interested in pushin- throu'h te t'oeory
of tlie Laxwell equations on a syectrum basis.
éÉnotlor youn” man who is interested in the sane
theory is kr. alter “îtts, an Instructor in our
Departments 4 think I+ would be a spiendid +:
for ¥re Meformiek tt + binvz “+ work with te,

I believe LeCormick is the sort of student tho
needs some sort of financial suprort to make his
continued stay at Tech poss.tles lle is a very
chourktful youn man, an: la more interested in
taxin” a course and lsavrinz the real sirnificance
of vat he is dolingk than in so arran-inrs his work
a8 &gt; 3 maximum or”

A
-

: present we are not rettin~ too mar-
am men for tep theoretical poe
“mick has v »v great prre’

rolling
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Ver adnecare”

Horher Wiener
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An American Weekly

Published in New York City by the New World Club, Inc.

MANFRED GEORGE. EDITOR

Mey 11, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Masse

Dear Prmfessor Wiener:

Thank you very much for letting me
have sn appointment for Thursday, May 18th, 1950.

I shall take the 7:30 AJM. plane to
Bostén whieh is due at 8:40 AMe As I do not know how long
it will take me to get from the airfield to the MIT, I
might be a little late. In any event, I expect to be there
by 10 A.M.

Yours very truly,

me/p

bar
Manfred Gorge

Editor

As

Offic: 209 West 48th Street, New York 19, N.Y, @  Tolephone Circle 74662 ® Cable Address: "Aufbau" New York



Name ………Dxr.Xorberti.viener....…...………

Street &amp; No. .lass.lnat.oï..Tech…………ee

When Replying Sign Your Full Name and
Address. Give Inmate’s Full name and

Number.

Box 51,
Comsrocx, N. Y.
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

SLOAN FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

FOR EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT IC

Professor Norber’ Wiener
 0 a

Jear Professor Wiener:

AT -
i, © emmress the sincere thenk- the

Sloan Fellowship group for a very enjcvsble

session on Wednesday afternoon. The vartici-

ration by yourself and others from the general

Institute faemilv has been a verv imnortant

contribution to this Fellowshin Pre + -

The men told me that thev found tr Session

--0 rarticularlv interesting ant ctimolnt-

was sorry tnat a necessar” ++

impossible for me t shear

T-vy gincerel-  a —;

: e

+"Ve
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OFFICE OF THE

EDITOR

8 ARLINGTON STREET

BOSTON 16, MASS.

The Atlantic Monthly

May 11, 1950

Dear Dr. Yiener:

Our session this morning sets a new friendly

precedent and one which we shall resort to whenever necessary

as your new manuscripts come our way. It was fun and it was

satisfying to watch as those ideas shaped themselves into the

sure imagery of your thinking.

I am sorry that we did not think of this two-

way colloboration when your first manuscript was under discussion.

Had we done so, we should not have missed the boat. Accept ny

apology and this dividend sent in appreciation of the extra pains

vou have taken.

Sincerely as ever,

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Department
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
"ambridece. Massachusetts

(otorarst Decks



THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY
8 ARLINGTON STREET

BOSTON 16 May 11, 1950

Mr, Norbert Wiener
Mass, Institute of Technology
vambridge, Massachusetts

For vour contribution to The Atlantic Monthly

entitled _______TOO DAMNCLOSE__

we enclose a check for $100.00 in payment of all rights.

Since the Atlantic is interested in first American

and Canadian serial rights only, we shall be happy, on receipt

Of your request, to assign the copyright therein to you, at

any time after publication date, reserving to ourselves the

right to vend copies of the article during the term of the

copyright as a part of The Atlantic Monthly.

We are advised that- this formal procedure is

necessary to protect your rights, as well as ours, under the

very complicated conditions surrounding the copyright laws.

Very truly yours,

THE ATTMÉÏIC MONTHLY COMPANY -

Pe .

EE a TC SR rt
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i should be very plad to see your manuscript
providing you ratain à copy yourself, and that I
take no responsibil’ concerning Ît, even to the
noint of returnine

Mis does not mean that 3% ig not p= sr
to do so, but 1 have a Fri-hd ful
schedule of correspondence and n
sencing your manuscrint at a tim
lherefore, to protect you and nyr
insisting on this recu!remsnt

Wye .
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I am enclosing with this letter the Bulletin of
The American fathenaticel Soclety which contains
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Thanks very much for your letter of the second.
I aprreriate its courtesy, and I hope that we
may keen In touche

As to lire fromm, I met him at the mesting of
the Sloan fellows. Te is e verv parsonalbe and
intelli~ent youns man, and + tn to congratulate
you on having him as a Junlor Asscclate, I got
a very rood reception from the Slean boys, and
I {marino Lr, From has alresPv tn17 vou about ite
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ROBERT L. STEWART
INDUSTRIAL ECONOMIST

1412 PARK CENTRAL BUILDING

LOS ANGELES 14, CALIFORNIA
ADAMS 3-2908

May 11, 1950

Prof. Norbert wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear sir:

Your note of May 1 has been received and I should
like to say that taking refuge in ambiguity 1s hardly
considered scientific by technologists.

The phrase "very revealing" seems to indicate a
condition of icnorance. To whom êces it belong - pleases

I am sure you were gratified to note how the CIO
nade use of your predictions at thelr convention yesterday
in Atlantic City. If members of MIT faculty insiet on
aiding elements who would destroy the arprican System, they
should make sure they have a majority, and if not then they
shoulé consider resigning and applying for membership in
the organization that represents their views,

2
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Dear I 1*-—

i have already cot in touch wlth irs Walter Lsuther
about, the economie consenusness “331 Tavslone
mont in automat!e wach nsry, and + law tot tho
labor paonle ars vivin- it a reat deal of tion it.
his! do53 n° mean thet we have any practical
solbiliion of the nroblon which vo can procuco for
all censions, but at locast the sroup that n°
to bel alerted 1s alortote

I ay trvrin” to eut corsonal interviews to an absolute
minimume This certainly Is pot 70° “m1 as
an ndlvidual, but is 2 ren und
my [présont fatirues and the
hoedith to rendéer r 7" unéerstande



COM ISSION FRANCO-AMERICAINE D'ECHANGES UNIVERSITAIRES
41, rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré

Paris (8°)

Paris, le 12 mai 1950

Monsieur Faral,
Administrateur du Collége de France,
11, place Marcellin-Berthelot
Paris, 5°,

onsieur 1'Administrateur,

J'ai le plaisir de vous confirmer notre conversation
téléphonique de ce jour au sujet de la venue en France du
professeur Norbert WIENER du Massachussetts Institute of
lechnology, dans le cadre des échanges universitaires prévus
par la loi Fulbrieht.

Mr. Wiener sera donc mis à votre disposition dès son
arrivée en France, et vous pourrez alors organiser avec lui
le programme de l'enseignement que vous voudrez bien lui confier.

Je vous rappelle que le traitement et les frais de sé jour
de Mr. Wiener sont entièrement pris en charge par notre Commissior
st que, par conséquent, sa collaboration n'entraînera aucun frais
pour le Collège.

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur l'Administrateur, à
l'assurance de mes sentiments sincèrement dévoués,

3igné : Gaston BERGER.



sUGENE F. COLELAN 223 Taxington Ave. New York City 16

Vay 12, 1950

Dr. Horbert Wiener

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The enclosed announcement, and later ones which I will mail to you,
are just to keep you informed of the activities of "The Cybernetics Group"
an informal organization which has been meeting, somewhat irregularly, for
the past year or so in New York City. Claude Shannon and John R. Pierce
have been with us frequently; also Harry Grundfest and Richard Brickner
from the medical-biological field.

Ye would be most pleased to have you with us any time you can pay us
a visit. We usually meet on Friday evenings, the particular dates being
subject to the exigencies of programming. Location of the meeting also
varies somewhat--within the limits of Manhattan. lieetings usually con-
sist of a fairly substantial "paper" taking + to one hour to present, fol-
lowed by an hour or two of discussion. Attendance has averaged about 15,
with a rather balanced representation from physical science, engineering,
and the medical-biological interests.

Possibly you could be induced to speak to us some Friday evening on
some such theme as Current Progress in Cybernetics. I suggest this tyne
of survey or progress-report paper since one of our greatest needs is to
keep up to date with the latest work which is going on and the newest
horizons being exposed to view. If you can, at any time, see your way
clear to getting acquainted with us in somewhat this way, just write to
me at least twelve or fourteen days ahead of time and I'll be very happy
to convoke the group on the Friday evening named by vou.

We have covered a good bit of ground altogether. Last year the em-
phasis was on communication theory and applications of it to electrical
communication. This year we have been looking into neurophysiological
me chanismsæ a good bit. However, nothing in the way of a long-term
program has shared up yet. Eventually I hope to encourage the formation
of a program committee which can help stimulate members to higher levels
of organized creative effort along the lines of our common interest.
We are especially fortunate in that at least a few of us can extend our

interest in cybernetics into our regular professional work in a major way

I should also mention John Pfeiffer, the science writer formerly with
Scientific American, who is an actively interested member of our Group
and through whose suggestion I am brincing the Groun to your attention and
also to the attention of Dr. Pitts. John has been most helpful in giv-
ing us what contact we do have with other groups interested in cvberneties

With best wishes,
\
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Professor Norbert Wiener
dass. Institute © Terhnolney

Cambridge, Mage

Dear Frofessor Viener:

letting me
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Thank you very much for
- 7 ver interesting Prologue
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hest regards,

Yours sincerely.
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20 VESEY STREET - NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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VREDA KIROHWEY
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ROGER N. BALDWIN
3. A. BORGESE
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EvANS CLARKE
HENRY COHEN

ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE
HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS

TOMAS H. ELIOT

IrviING M. ENGEL

LEWIS GANNETT
J. W. GIT
JosepH F. GUFFEY
LILLIAN HELLMAN

SIDNEY HOLLANDER
SYLVAN L. JOSEPH

J. M. KAPLAN

JOHN FREDERICK LEWIS, JR.
JouN P. LEWIs
WALTER C. LOWDERMILK
FHOMAS MANN :

FraNcis J. McCoONNELL
PHILIP MURRAY
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JAMES N. ROSENBERG
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FREDERICK L. SCHUMAN
PauL H. Topp

WALTER WHITE
STEPHEN 8. Wisk
SAMUEL ZEMURRAY

LILLIB SHULTE
Dtrector

dis a y , 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge 39, Massachusetts.

iy dear Dr. Wiener:

Thank you very much for your letter. I am
jelighted to have your favorable reaction to our con-
ference.

Wie are now in the midst of preparing to submit
to the appropriate agencies of the United Nations and
to our own government, the various proposals which
were submitted, in the hope of action. The important
thing is to spread these proposals far and wide, and
to organize public pressures in their favor, This we
#111 trv to do,

I will, of course, send you a copy of the supplement
soon as it is off the press. I will take the liberty
keeping in touch with you.

as

of

Cordiallv,

La

Soeur.
Freda Kirchwey \

le $ My bookkeeping department will, of course, send
vou the small check which you have recuested.



THE NATIONAL VETERANS EPILEPSY CENTER
CUSHING VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL

FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

May 12, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I should like to again express my gratitude
for the opportunity to attend your last seminar. I
Found it most stimulating and provocative.

One of the most striking aspects to me was
the use of a common language by workers in the physical
sciences, the social sciences, the biological sciences,
and the mathematicians. It was thrilling to hear a
single language spoken and to see that it was possible
oy so doing to emphasize the community of interest and
&gt;f knowledge shared by all scientists.

I hope I shall be privileged to attend more of
your seminars next year.

We are all looking forward to another visit by
you to Cushing to see the anesthesia feed-back mechanism
in operation,

Very sincerely yours,

J. Ko. MERLIS, M.D.
Neurologist in Charge

JKM: rl



557 Koscivsko St.
Brooklyn, liay 12th 1950

Pr. Norbert “jener
‘rofes-or of uathenatics
Yassachusetts Institute of Technolory
Jambridge 59,/ass.

I'v dear Dr. Yiener: cover
I an sending under seperategny thesis,Capitelism Overhauled as vou suggeste

fou will recall my lenghty letter in which I build the premises wiy ceapitalis.
is to be overhauled ond not discarded as others advocate.Here T shall awell
at greater lenght postuleting the seme rensons.Thris hos to do with several
fallacies in lkerxism in addition that nv Ms, conteinsiovery cultured person
Of today upon rending his newspaper mav find various speecres or st-tements
Oy public men who deplore the fect that in other lands people ac viesced ana
srbraced the ideology of economic security without freedom. L-ven in this lena
of ours, there are small ninorities who advocate a similar ideology,otsince
sire drys of tle mythologicel Demon and Fythiss ond treir sworn eneny,dionys,
the tyrant res freedom been in jeopardv.All this may be attributed to that
illetrante in political economy, Karl l'erx end bis adjutant, lenin,lerx foiled
so learn from catholicism what it started out to he end what it cCevclopyed
subse nently.desus wos à cernerters son ond he gathered around ria the ponu-
lation of shepherds, arf fdshermen ,begrars end mendicants and all those who hoc
hatred and contenpt Tor Jesus was their chompion in those dsvs.iheir contentic
nes trat the old testament geve too much protection to tre wealthy.Lhe new
poral instilled was to the effect that the underprivileged is to enjoy nore
freedon end not to be the footstool of the wealthy or the money cliangers.,
Subseyuently the age of scholasticism set in and it was dangerous for a man of
science to advocate that the course upon which the feligious snokesmen tread
1s an erroneous one until Uiordsno Sruno had to burn on the stoke and Galileo
7olilei had to end his life in disrevute .

l'arx failed to deduce from this how dengerous it was to aciuiesce by coini
% phrase, the dictaorship of prolet-riens and how Lemin used it to make a
revolution without proletsrisns in the vreponderant majoritve.instecd from
the bottom to start such a commotion,it suffices to send thre word of the
party line to the satellites snd they sre executed 2s the orders are fron top
les, this dictatorship of the proletarisns wrought havoc among the working
beople of the world who pretended to be the avanguard for public liberties.
vot warx Was not only a dilettante in political economy, he was XZIX also ore
In econonics .#cononists of today know that there are two catesories of indus
vries,the durable goods industries and the consuming goods industries.The
Jvrable build up tle cepacity for the consumption of goods ."he proposition I
this that not before thre durable gods industries reach top caprcity is kkkE
à people to dispense with finance capital and do without irvestors or their
caoîtal,Tris is an axion ©s envisageé by Canitelism Overhauled,but what Marx
iid is to announce a hatred and chntemnt for tre wealth of tre scatterdg few
in his deys of industrial infonev,Fe trensposed the some venom which existed
in tre days of Jesus anû used it very diplomatically and " scientifically”,
fe had success and no wonder the gullible worker had to bleme someone for
vie state of affairs.In what land is trere a record of voluntarily embracing
She socialisticg ideology Y3Britain tries it snd se ms to be unable to do it
cor the truth of the metter is that we canrot achieve a state of complete
lispensing of capital not before the durable roods industries are build up
so top capacity.

The other day,lr, Tie, the Secretarygf of the U.V. stated that there are
1,660.000 000 individusls on the globe who have worries for consumption goods,
let alone durable goods .It is indeed a mockery to talk of the discerd of
canital and its investors.The United States may boast in this es hoving reache‘
the frontiers and vresently is the chief worry.However, canitalisn overhan]ed



[4

copes ade uately with the situation,Itonens up new frontiers ond your cyber-
netics may assist in that.In view of tre world-wide starvation which is on,
we must not think of socislism or communism, a menace to freedom, .e must
think of building up consuning goods industries and subsesuvently durable goods
and only then we may say to capital-skidoo,Fowever,this might take centuries,
Capitalism Overhauled takes the attitude that with a respite of 25 years
without wars and the preparation for it that era may be reached.But you are
a mathenstician figure it out yourself,There is one thought that must be borne
in every one's mind which is that the classical land of the proleterians recc
coyitel for their consumning goods and durable industries and that is why they
are angry at us bécsuse we decline to give the "k¥mmgk'dough'"to them,I rope
that in this case vou may deviate from vour set out rules and give counsel
ond advice to M.T.%Emx T.to publish the paper as all the others from your
foculty and that the fachlty end the student body ore to become the chrerter
members of the League for Economic Toordination for if men is to work vith
robots and eat too ,capitalism overhauled is the only :lfernative.

four 7° 7 ‘oly voUrSs,

z
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IN BOSTON

SENERAL HOSPITAL

BAKER MEMORIAL

PHILLIPS HOUSE

IN WAVERLY

MCLEAN HOSPITAL

M. FRANKLIN WooOD, M.D
DIBFCTOR

HALL-MERCER HOSPITAL

{UNTINGTON MEMORIAL HOSPITA!

VINCENT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

DEAN A. CLARK, M.D.
GENERAL DIRECTOR

May 13, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Prof. Wiener:

This is to thank you very much for your genteel personal
cooperation in the electroencephalographic studies that we are interested in,
to determine the EEG's of those privileged brains and whether any special
bicelectrical coorelation with mental activity could be found.

As you may remember you suggested that I write you to
remind you of your very kind offer to make arrangements for the above
mentioned studies to be done on Prof. Einstein and your personal friend
Prof. Von Neumann. The test will consist of simple recordings during mental
restine and mental work.

I am ready to go to those professors if it is requested.
If this is the case it will be necessary to have an EEG machine of 8 channels
there, which I am sure can be arranged but T would like first to have the
consent of those professors.

Sincerely yours, and afectucsamente lo saluda,

Lo « AA Ë {
Alejandro P. Arellano, À. D.
EEG Lab.. Box 743



4th Annual

EASTERN COLLEGES SCIENCE CONFERENCE
BARNARD COLLEGE

Address correspondence to:
FRANCES FUCHS

B. C. S. C.

Room 105, Barnard Hall
Barnard College

New York 27. N. Y.

CHARLOTTE GRANTZ, Executive Chairman

DOROTHEA BENNETT, Executive Secretary

FRANCES RYDER, Executive Treasurer

FRANCES FucHS, Corresponding Secretary

ay 13, 1950.

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Dept. of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, lass,

Deer Dr. Wiener

[ should like to thank you again, on behalf of the entire
Barnard Committee, for your contribution to our Conference. Your
Lecture was both interesting and enlightening for out delegates,
and I know that they enjoyed it very much.

Would you please send me an estimate of any expenses which
you incurred by participating in the Conference so that it will
be possilbe for us to return that amount to you. This is, of
course, aside from the seventy-five dollar honorarium which you
will receive.

Yours sincerely,

Frances Fuchs
Forrespondinsg Secretary



Depertment of Philosophy
Temple University
Philadelphia, Pa.
May 13, 1950

Professor Norbert Weiner
Messachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Weiner,

I am enclosing a copy of an article celled White
to Play and Win which is a direct outcome of our inter-
VISW which took place some weeks ago. It is a working
out of the suggestions you made to me concerning the
analogy between chess end a formel system. The ideas
behind it were pretty well worked out within a few
tours of my leaving you at M.I.T., end I tried to get
in touch with you the same evening to tell you, but
vhen your wife told me that you were leaving for New
York early the following morning, I decided not to
sother you with my ideas until I had got trem down in
a precise form.

I would like to make the following points, which
vere not perhaps quite evident from the paper, end
Nhich I hove to develop in a future one.

"he axioms of a formel system do not correspond
to the starting position in chess, but toc the final
(mating) position. This seems to suggest a new way
epproaching metamathemastics, from the standpoint of
final causes, so to speak, rather than efficient
causes. A formal system on this besis would be an
instrument for proving such and such, rather than

an pnstrument for deriving souwelling from such and
such. me OT

of

The results of my paper car be extended to any
came like chess even if it is played on an infinitely
large board. The only requirements are that we should
now a breach of the rules when see one, that we should
tnow &amp; checkmate when we see one, and that there should

only be a finite number of legal successors to any pos-
Ltion (e.g. ches: on an i finite board would not ful-
fill the last recuirement, thougl checkers on en infin-
ite bosrd would.)

T think I have solved in essentials the other



problem yu, proposed to me, (the construction of a
system of logic in which the time parameter is ex-
plicit). But this is &amp; technicel business which I
Shall write up in another article and meil to you.
The chief disadvantage of the system is tris; that
it is subject to the usual Godel problem in modified
form; i.e. there are forumulae of an al togetrer non-
p:radoxical appearance which don't "settle down".
We expect this in tle case of the Russell paradox,
and our expectations are rewarded by a streightfor-
ward fluctuation between 1 end O; but it is botler-
some whe: it intrudes into diophantine equations.
Nonetheless, I think Godel's argument shows that env
Other system would suffer from the same limitation.
['1ll send you the peper in a few deys, and you can
Judge for vourself.

1 wonder if you would consider that the enclosed
paper, the time paper, and my previous record would
Justify vou in recomrending me for a research fellow-
ship or other research position at M.I.T. I am writ-
ing to Professor Martin about this, and would be ex-
tremely greteful if I could feel that I Fed your
support.

‘ery slncerely yours,

JONIl Wvhill



Monrovia, California
May 13, 1250

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Prof. Wiener:

I know from your book "Cybernetics" that you attach funda-
mental importance to the entropy concept perhaps far be-
yond the fields of Thermodynamics itself, I feel you might
welcome the interpretation of entropy along the lines of
the mathematical theory of Utility (Ophelimity) in Econo-
metrics.

I am enclosing a special print from the January issue of
Econometrica about the Entropy-Ophelimity analogy. Although
I know this is avery condensed summary of the key concepts
I am sure you will appreciate that a working analogy on
mathematical lines is possible in the various thermodynamical
hypotheses.

I would appreciate very mich to know if you are welcoming
an Entropy-Ophelimity analogy and whether it could be used
fruitfully in Cybernetics.

An outstanding Dutch economist-mathematician, Dr. E. J. C.
Lisman, published last year a book entitled "Econometrics,
Statistics and Thermodynamics". I wonder if you met this
book and if not, I would be glad upon your request to for-
ward to you a copy. Dr. Lisman devotes himself to the in-
terpretetion of entropy in economics and his endeavorings,
subsequent to mine, are very similar.

Hoping to hear from you, I em

Very sincerely yours,

(Andrew Pikler)
110 May Ave.
Monrovia, California

P.S. I would like to add that detailed explanations will
shortly appear in different Enropean and American scien-
tifical reviews about Entropyv-Onhelimity.e
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PATHFINDER

1323 M STREET, N. W. -:- WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

EDITORIAL OFFICES tay 15, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Masse.

Dear Professor Wiener:

We believe that you will be interested in reading the marked article
on page 66 of thes enclosed copy of Pathfinder.

Please feel free to make any comment or criticism on it that you may
care to express.

Sincerely yours,

BMB/rs

id
Beverley M. Bowie
Science Editor



ec Translationtz ’aris, Je i5 rai 1950

Coniera de France

L'Administrateur

Dear Frofessors

I have the honor to send vou the attached copy oF a

{etter which I have just received concerning your sta&amp; ÿ

in France durinz the cominr ve-r

The course at the Coilers du France bassins the

first of December

J H, rratefu!: tr von if vou will ret in touch

with me durine the comine October to arranse vour teaching

prorran

i 348 ya asceured of nv 7e -7 best wo. .e

[he Administrator
Y *

 1: Lo VOU.

ince de France

Taral



"ranco-American Commisicn for University Exchange
41, rue du l'aubour” Saînt-lionore

Paris (8)

opy-iranslation:z
Paris, Yay 12, 1950

sionzieur Faral
\éminfstrator of the College €
11, place linrcellin=-Berthelot
Caria,

Trance

innsfîieur L'Adminstrateur:

I have the pleasure of confirming with you our telephone
conversation of today on the subject of the advent in France
of I'rofessor Horbert Wiener of the Massachusetts Institute
sf Technolory under the plan for the exchange of university
personnel provéded for by the ‘ulbrizht Act.

fire Wiener wil be at your disposal as soon as he
arrives ên France, and you can then organize with him the
-cachin” orosram which you wish to assign to him.

I vant to remind you that the care and expenses of
ire. Wierner'!s trip will be complet 1v taken ear &gt;? dy this
Commission, and as a result His c./laboration w. Lo. not
Yrinr env financial burden on the Gell

rade Fr cage Toy LE

£3

de wr,-"
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Cher Docteur Viener. si j'ai cormiSune faute en ne vous
tenent pus au cmred | - à mesure des derendes ée tradue-

sion qu” j'ai r arérde Ce bien vouloir rn'excuser, si
je re l'ai pas . rceque je ne voulsis pas vous déran=
cer lnutilemeny « je voulëis vous notifier seulement
la cession de - “ée complètement et corne ralheureu-
sement aucune ‘ici, ‘€ ne Vous avais réen dit.

Jde ne crois res inutile Ce vous signaler que les ri-
sons de cet echec sont Ades au frit que votre ouvr ace a Été publié
an anglais oul corme vous le savez est devenu lé langue internatio-
nole C&amp; lt s.ience et &amp; occuré 1° rlace qui occurait le latin au
-Oyen-Age. un plus, votre ouvrare, réellement n'est accessible qu'à
les spécialistes ew Qu'un spécialiste qui fit de 1a recherche
sans Savoir an moi” lire l'anglais, ne peut-aller tron loin,

totalit’
vez €
auprès u
j'ouvrare,

~~

nove e~nejdérensg lo rorhr
Sara

’'éxempleires vendus en
“rrdinsire, vous pou-
cites une enquête

MU Ce said -45 constaterez que peu

“1 Vôtre se sont vendus à un nombre aussi

hy
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considérable; Dernièrement, j'ai regu la visite d'un des directeurs
de la OXFORD UHIV/ROITY PRESS Qui m'a posé des questions conc ernant
CYEURNIUNICS et 11 a été étonné du résulteêt obtenu et il m'a affirmé
qu'en dehors des livres d'étude intéressant les étudiants, il ne
connaissait aucun ouvrage de 12 qualité du vôtre, s'étent vendu en
Angleterre et &amp; la OXFUD UNIVERSITY PLESS à un nombre aussi consi-
Aérable cu&lt; 1e vêtre.

Te ne suis pas Comment vous exrliquer, Crer Decteur
iener, Que mon intérêt personnel pour que votre ouvrare soit traduit
dans un grand nombre d« lareues, est aussi grand Que le vôtre, j'ai
écrit à des éditeurs étrangers Que je croysis susc eptibles de s'in-
tiresser &amp; une treduction dans la plupart des pays impcrtonts, j'ai
chergé deux de mes amis au l‘éxique pour proposer la traduction cu
Fu1DO DE CULTUR(, .aison d'édition que vous devez connaître, et un
sutre de mes emls A BULNO3 AIRE3, et de pertout, on n'a révondu Que
1a possibilité de rendre rentable l'opération, était inexistante ver-
neque ]&amp;s spécialistes le possédaient déjà en anslais.

Four vous prouver combien c'est sérieux, ce cue je
vous dis ici, je Vous propose de frire une édition en français qui ce-
ra inclus égn: 1es aotu-lités corne la première, si vous voulez bien
mettre à jour je texte ancien, c'est-à-dire en introduisant cu maté-
riel nouveau, €t les résultats Que vos Collaborateurs ont pu obtenir
Zevuls le moment de 15 varution de l'ouvrage, ;

llaturellement, je suis incapeble de vous donner au-
cune indication, mais ce que je peux vous dire, c'est que votre livre
est en train de rerroduire 1e phénomène &amp;e ls boule de neige, Votre
livre à intéressé proädigieusement un petit nombre de savents, ceux-ci
cnt part? à des gens d'une cert-ine culture capable de s'y intéresser
également, et ces dsrniers parlent à le grande russe en se donnant des
airs d'avoir compris.

Dour vois donner une idée de l'intérêt dont je vs
perle, j'ai déjà entendu. ct avec benucoun de plaisir, coit eu Café,
soit éu Restaurant, des voisins Taisant une petite conférerce sur CY=
PHUIDTICS À dec gens ‘Cmerveillés et d's/reux visiblement de comprendre
“ais les conférencier (des Cof!s et des l'esteurants), pour se donner
2e l'innortance, expliquant àäleur auditoire Que votre livre n'ôtatt
accessible qu'à des gens avant uno forte culture mathématiwe.

Te suis perzuodé ‘m® si Vous vouliez bien en rédi-
sant 1e texte d'une ‘diticon en frenguis. ScoRger un Tod à c&gt; public dé-
sireuv” &gt; “ommrendre, 2e Lio -ocOrr,I7 evrir un guu0s et ceci u'im-
clic. © ce 19 Vous sugaiT, L Ti &gt; de Vulo”7* ration, loin Ce 1È,
il dcx tr : mon point € vw Laver ecier,..fique donc lequel
vou omer tort 1]*7 rathirevi&lt;ne qui est nécersaire
:t dont Vous Vous FÎes serv, dons L'uÂition anclaise, 'aturellenent
 ead de me Tons derinde ves Ae le réâirer en frenesis. 4° vourreoi



lec fedre traduire tout en vous sounsttent avant corpositica
tion jour m'erle vous donne o tisfacticon,

 treed -

Cher Decteur ‘Wiener, en vous disant n Tiers Co dire
je suis der &gt; (tat d'esprit que J'étais à “ ris, Cons
son arrière . je vous oi Cerand le ter. © plus
bard CYL. reuldre dition; &amp; ce noment la, © a'es is auoune
idée du due pourrait avoir votre couvrege, et très rrobablisnent,
Tous ne * pas non plus, et c'est dns ce mêne Stok atesrrit cue
je vous demande 1€ nouveau texte pour lo traduction franc:158 u'aucua
fÉditeur à voulu frire ici, creignant le risque, rois corme Je suls hoti
juv .à Ces risques, rurceque tous les œuvrores mc Je rublie, sont dane
Cereux, je veus confirme que pour vous, je serai heureux de courir ce
risque, cet Que je serei coursreux nour sunporter le suceds s'il se zré-
sente © nouveau,

J'ei rercontrd dernidraent un cert in nombre 2e l Éricuins
ui vous connaissent et cui vour ainmt bi en entre autres, 1e Docteur
1EAVEZ, le Docteur 3AZ, et Lier, Lonaien 7 3e-0teur de 1- Pancue
Ju .3xique cui vous connait et vous adr._r messi, chez STI
wound, l'ai fait la connai“sance de Ions? fesseur SCSI ce 1!
JriversitS de Chicego, CZ.TLA aveit invit tous les Lathére-
ticiens français et tous ont rerls de veus CEVEUX nVéC un
 Fr and enthousiasme, Presque tous n'ont ait % intéress.nt de
faire une trafuction en français de CYDF TITI, me ja leur su ait
ue itallais vous 1e TT OLvoser, tous r'ont enr. ‘werent “ 1e faire,

’ Bn 7 6 €:16, 1° Tous rervenir deux des
- AS AU FU LIRE +. TO © 7 ::tr yvaquet neste FEARS 42 54 ‘’espère pourrert

- Wf mc + . Fw © &gt; &amp;. * [SH - = : te V4 -‘ unes © © j'ai publiés ces jou ry SY os ISN INYIOS, te
*erni ers volunes L A * 16 :Jo = Ctl rm, UN med Le D a Da CS
vs Di eceer A5 prealer : Ba and sucess, st le deuxilre : 1a
Vais A LUS Du AG = es TT Wm tr ag ore 81127 25, 2 + #5 ; _

SCI LT QU 4 il rd - SD Lor - _. ou YY ES nl g C onna “id
se À per Le ue gui ve HZ par Long eur BUUIB. II gue vou 5 oY 1 tea wy By YS WH pea Loon! LU ; Pal a 3 + &gt; - ae

—1C4 : CLIL0ITS DU pese CE Les Structures fondameontales de 503
… 3 , rerière rertie dz 8s tr iat Canet ee.&gt; Pg b ia de I OL e 4 4150 + ™ Le mag et Heo Cl ons TETLO .

SEC 1 ~ bd 3 Ln 3 | ET TS me Les y + Ten T V Folly: . mes + ; + 1 he 2. i =
1 IG 0RB, Crepltre I lune TI àe 1s série,ÿ8e, Livre 71 TIGRE, C fae A0 voiu .- ‘est le volume LI de LE :
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Vous voudrez m'excuser 22 cotte lettre si longue, Jc suis
we vous €tes tren occupé, wis je vous devais un Certain norkre d'ex-
fjlications, exrlications que je viens de vous Couner, et je voulcis
aussi dissiper de votre esmit 14 reuvaise irrression vie ron silouce
aurait pu vou- produire, et gl vous aviez le teups de m'envoyer cuelcues
lignes pour mo dire que tot est Ge Nouveau comme avant. cela re fera
in —rand plaisir.

 Jour terminer, et en corfirmant ce ne ô© vous ai dit dans
mi odernicére lettre, le projet d'établir una enecursele «nu ! xivne, est

becu7oup plus compliqué que je 14 Croräls, il y a toute une série de
IiPcultls technicues of Aconcrimes sul ment oblisls A rencncer
cette idée,

‘Gui D ve - animes sae day %
uilleZ re croire core LCUIOUTS, votre Fras Alynd

oy l md La, fod cit



hg
 Te

a»
 LL

Levee

 pures Lr Bogehi ee - Low A,

mye npr Ten le 3
IM By a

 mecri 7

», EE] a
! LE nyt Ca Code A a WL
- Lo EL, pas wt Rt’ tr [NE RE .

prepa ey ben on a me TE Ce 40 on

I dd. 2 Pa FT PET

Las = wy CoE aL ALE 12 A A
A5 Flr GF CS ke LenawaFP Co LEE

P . ‘CT wen wg 1 i :

TT qe nn Get ele 5 de - i -

A AT. AI Ch laid 21
avy wg, Ps on Bop NN me a - : .

 tr “ aed 15 me Ve “we » - +s I, - . 2 ok - «

nues ns EP a Fe ¢ Spt pny on
CTE TE oy Tp ee ST ee ee oy oy bn LR BYP ns
4 v wt ww oo ma em -.Î 24 5 Rue 7 hs 8 % - fe D .- ie o

» °

ols mrpn pn we wr wen, mae Can en om eee dT
Les € NS he TS aa WE eh, 7 a HERE ¢ 2° Earn J '

ra ; -
Lm ae he Le % 7 . . . . 5. Ye 3 =

pedbfSetlL it: LT 4° € WEIN oN 1 STE PTE ee Tm
clones LT Rb A0 ua, 1 PO : Cd FLL ILLEE LA

CT wre err Ma Tom ae pee ES Ty
vie Foon dT es ade fate QT EL 1e da i 5 as EX LS

2; = , a
RN Gy pr gen ey Gt i 8 Genk 2 oe wy Pe .

Leite es RE me Me dE SSL c FR NÉ ha 1 5 LE 5 ES
+ À LE Le 1022

25 ELA = : -

fav FYE BIE ae 2 1 cm Typ me pm be Wl
BA he Seay a &gt; ee hr LF Tam = Wk a tnt J, kL

qm yp om ne ea . 2 2 * 2

PEUT ES D oy coon ees fous de ee TET -
"RS We Li nd TS Wy dha LA do L :

 oo gn. 6 - ; + .
roe TIN TT 8 a Bs ae Te

aba 5 15 A9 EE i ; mes ,
Cod Be ed we Bed ele le of 2 Lod a’ Li &gt; Pa +, Be Wy

za “ 8: = -Wy pr, TN si mene Lp = Po. Gono oc “am mT te wy pm
 pros crpor Di TS RS seem CR

©, 8

Coreropoh nr

1:
Lou
}

“oorather
frnal
tho

eh

+ *
 an 2 A4PT TLON

&gt; ç
23

a 76

=

Gars 12 À geFEATS
Tey wan2: ES

-

=

\ Sa



es livres qu’il faut avoir lus...

LES ARCHIVES SECRETES

DU COMTE CIANO
(1936-1942)

Entretiens avec MUSSOLINI, HITLER, CHAMBER-
LAIN, RIBBENTROPP, GERING, SUMNER
WELLES, SERRANO SUNER, SCHUSCHNIGG,

FRANCOIS-PONCET, efc...

Accompagné de documents diplomatiques inédits.

Traduit de l’italien par Maurice VAUSSARD,

Complément indispensable du Journal de Ciano. Les quelques deux cents
documents rassemblés dans ce volume constituent une des sources essen-
tielles auxquelies on devra se reporter pour connaître la genèse de la
seconde guerre mondiale.

Un volume in-8° carré de 512 pages.

L’AMÉRIQUE EN EUROPE
Le Plan Marshall

et la coopération intercontinentale
par

BERTRAND DE JOUVENEL

Les Etats-Unis qui sont intervenus deux fois en 25 ans pour redresser
la balance des forces dans deux conflits désastreux pour l'Europe, ne
peuvent plus, à présent, « se retirer sur leurs terres ». Il leur faut faire
en Europe une politique de présence.

Quelle est cette politique? Quels sont ses buts, ses mobiles, ses chances
de succès? En quoi consiste le Plan Marshall et que faut-il en attendre?

A toutes ces questions, auxquelles s'intéresse tout Européen réfléchi,
Bertrand de JOUVENEL- apporte une réponse pertinente exprimée dans
une langue claire qui met son livre à la portée de tous.

Un volume in-8° soleil de 320 pages.

ITBRAIRIE PLON -PARTIS



des livres qu'il faut avoir lus...

LA VRAIE RUSSIE
DES SOVIETS

par DAVID J. DALLIN
Traduit de l’anglais par G. NAUDIN

L’auteur qui est russe a vécu en U. R. S. S. et a dû s’exiler avant la
deuxième guerre mondiale. Plusieurs études documentaires sur le régime
soviétique ont déjà paru sous sa plume aux États-Unis où elles ont outenu
an gros succès. ;

THE REAL SOVIET RUSSIA écrit avant la fin du conflit mondial, trouve
déjà sa confirmation dans les événements qui se sont produits depuis lors.

« IL est heureux qu’au milieu d’un flot d’impressionisme et de
propagande, on trouve enfin un ouvrage honnête et informé.
C’est un anport de grande valeur pour une compréhension
sincère de l’U.R.S.S. » . .

W. H, CHAMBERLIN (American Mercury.)
« Cette étude très documentée et intelligente est une des meil-
leures qui aient été écrites sur ce sujet difficile. »

Raymond CAILLERET (Le Monde illustré.)

Un volume in-8° soleil de 328 pages.

LE DRAME

DE DUNKERQUE
(Mai-Juin1940)

par le Général J. ARMENGAUD

Ancien chef du Service Historique de l’Armée, l’auteur a disposé des
meilleurs sources de documentation. Combattant authentique, il à su res
tituer de façon saisissante l'atmosphère des combats.

Faisant un parallèle entre l'ouvrage du général A RMENGAUD et Un autre
paru récemment sur le même sujet, Edmond DELAGE écrit dans LE
MONDE du 17-10-48.

« Ce sont d’importantes contributions à l’histoire générale de la
guerre que ces livres, l’un et l’autre animés d’un souffle épique
digne d’un pareil sujet. » (Le Monde.)
x Il y a là des pages atroces et magnifiques. »

(La Libre Belgique.)
Un volume in-8- soleil de 400 pages aves 34 cartes dans le texte

et 10 gravures hors texte.

M P 42 P.S. — L. P. 1949. 60224.
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MICHEL ZERAFFA

TEMPS DES RENCONTRES
LE

ROMAN

A chacun sa liberté...

UN ROMAN FRANCAIS dense et important (800 PAGES)
que nous recommandons tout particulièrement à MM. les Libraires

Un volume in-8° écu de 760 pages- 780 fr.

EDITIONS ALBIN MICHIEL
Rappel : UN LIVREARELIREET A MEDITER

EMILE LUDWIG
LA CONQUETE MORALE

L’'ALLEMACGNE
Traduit de l'allemand par R. HENRY

Un volume in-16 double couronne de 288 pages 100 fr.

Du même auteur;

VERSAILLES (Piéce en 5 actes). . .

ENTRETIENS AVEC MUSSOLINI.

LE MONDE TEL QUE JE L’AI VU

70 fr.

épuisé
épuisé

22. rue Huyghens - PARIS (XIV) —



EDITIONS ALBIN MICHIEL

“LES GRANDS ROMANS ”
Nouveauté :

PAUL FEVAL FILS

LE DE SEVRES
Un volume in-8° de 192 pages : 105 fr.

Remise en vente :

« (EUVRES DE PAUL FEVAL »

FRERE TRANQUILLE
LA FETE DU ROI SALOMON

Chaque volume in-8° de 192 pages : 105 fr.

EDITIONS ALBIN MICHIEL —

POUCET
l’HEBDOMADAIRE DES JEUNES ENFANTS

N

1e TRIMESTRE 1948

De jolis contes, des histoires amusantes
- de belles images

des pages à colorier, des dessins chiffrés, des découpages
des devinettes, des rébus, des mots croisés, etc.

Un album (17,5 x 24), sous couverture en couleurs, groupant 13 fascicules.
cartonné - 300 fr

Déjà parus :

1947. — 1° TRIMESTRE Broché : 210 fr. Cartonné :-300 fr.
— — 2° TRIMESTRE Broché : 210 fr. Cartonné : 300 fr.

— — 3° TRIMESTRE Cartonné : 300 fr.

— — 4° TRIMESTRE .. , Cartonné : 300 fr.

22. roe Havahens - PARIS (XIVe) —
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 L'ÉNERGIE ATOMIQUE CG
PROBLÈME N° | DE NOTRE TEMPS |

&lt;
/ / $c

VIENT DE PARAITRE DANS LES CAHIERS DE LA COLLECTION

SCIENCES D’AUJOURD’HUI
dirigés bar André GEORGE

HUGH STOTT TAYLOR - ERNEST O. LAWRENCE

IRVING LANGMUIR

COUCHES MOLECULAIRES
CYCLOTROË

ET NOUVELLE BIOLOGIE
Introduction de |. R. DUNNING

Traduit et augmenté d’une note sur

LE CYCLOTRON ET LES NOUVEAUX ACCELERATEURS DE PARTICULES
par

E. NAGEOTTE
Maitre de Conférences a I'Ecole Polytechnique

Un vol. in-16 de 200 pages, avec 16 L'ÉNERGIE ATOMIQUE
planches hors texte en similigravure : et les nouvelles acquisitions scientifiques en

270 fr. CHIMIE, BIOLOGIE, MÉDECINE

Précédemment paru dans les &lt;&lt; CAHIERS *’

ROBERT RICHARD-FOY © _

VOYAGES INTERPLANÉTAIRES ET ÉNERGIE ATOMIQUE. . 80 fr.

Dans la collection ‘“ SCIENCES D’AUJOURD’HUI ”

Louis bE BROGLIE.
MATIERE ET LUMIERE. . . . . . . . . . ......

CONTINU ET DISCONTINU EN PHYSIQUE MODERNE.
ONDES, CORPUSCULES, MECANIQUE ONDULATOIRE.
PHYSIQUE ET MICROPHYSIQUE. . ...

FEucÈnE DARMOIS
L’ÉTAT LIQUIDE DE LA MATIÈRE. .

Louis LEPRINCE-RINGUET

LES RAYONS COSMIQUES, Les mésons.
ULysse FILIPPI
CONNAISSANCE DU MONDE PHYSIQUE.

Jean THIBAUD
VIE ET TRANSMUTATIONS DES ATOMES (25° mille) . . a a

(épuisé)
(épuisé)
180 Fr.
270 fr.

210 fr.

600 fr.

: 330 fr.

: . 210 fr.

EDITIONS ALBIN MICHEL —
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DAPHNE DU MAURIER
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Traduit de l'anglais par DENISE VAN MOPPÈS

Les souvenirs franco-anglais de la petite-fille
de Georges DU MAURIER, auteur du charmant
« PETER IBBETSON ».

UNE CHRONIQUE AUSSI PASSIONNANTE QU'UN ROMAN

Un volume in-8° écu de 352 pages : 270 fr.

120 exemplaires sur vélin de Lana, numérotés de 13120 . . . . 960 fr.

EDITIONS ALBIN MICHIEL

R C. HUTCHINSON
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(Interim)

ROMAN

Traduit de l'anglais par Jeanne FOURNIER-PARGOIRE

..Interméde dramatique dans

une vie de soldat sans péril et sans gloire.

Un volume in-8° écu de 240 pages 240 fr.
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