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THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE

2 EAST 103 STREET

NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 6-8200

December 1, 1954

Dear Norbert:

Thank you very much for your

prompt response to my request for your

reprints bearing on communication,

Cor dially yours,

2

"anoOd on, M.D.
4

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Dept. of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

/ cab



'L Dec, %

Mra, Wiener is coming with Pref. Wiener

on Dec, 8. Please get reservations on

same flights,

cabrielle Fuchs, Secretary



'TIONAT, BROADCASTING COM INC.

A ¢T"7""" OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA

Ring Radio City, NewYork 20,N ~

CIRCLE 7-8300

SYLVESTER L.

PRESIDENT December 2, 1954

Mrs. Fuchs
c/o Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mrs. Fuchs;

I an happy to enclose round-trip tick-
ets for Professor Wiener'!s visit to New
York.

As you will note, I have filled out his
reconfirmation slip for his return trip
so that all he has to do on arrival at

LaGuardia Airport is drop them at the
American-Airiines counter —- then he won't
have to worry about losing his reserva-
tion.

our Mr. Albert Walker will meet Professor
Wiener with a limousine at the airport
and will bring him directly to Mr. Weaver's
dinine room for luncheon at two otclock.

It will be a pleasure to entertain Pro-
fessor Wiener.

Cordially,

serengloy StewartSecretary” to Mr. Weaver

Ly ar Ja
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NVLYTIONAI BROADCASTING C© ET

 VY ING
i

\ SERVICE OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA

R™' Building, Radio City, New York 20, N.Y.

CIRCLE 7-8300

SYLVESTER L WF

&gt;RESIDENT December 3, 1954

Mrs. Gabrielle Fuchs
c/o Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mrs. Fuchs:

I received your wire tals morning and
am happy to enclose tickets for Wed-
aesday, December 8, for Mrs. Wiener
for the same flights on which Professor
Jiener is booked.

Cordially,

INgyn be
MarganGtMaStewart
Secretary to Mr. Weaver

ha le. DC +.
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COLBY COLLEGE
WATERVILLE, MAINE

OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT

Jegcermper

re, Thom om py wa =
leer z

“7x oo
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A year from next erring, Avril 10-13, 1955, we are planning
a convocation nt Colhvw om the genersl theme ¢' "The Liberal Arts
and Human Dec iny. . .tle over : yerr 27: w) had a similar

convocation, a program 7” which is enclosec 1: brouszht such an
swalkkenine to our entire campus that ws have feels we must plan for
another,

It is our hove that you world ve willing to come for an
address to he ~iven nrohably Wednesday morning, the second cay
of the c-nferenc on "Science and Fumsn Destiny." The wording is
nerhars a little on the dramatic side but whet we want to do is
to discuss the vert th=t the liberal saris can rlsy in ~ivino us
hope for the future and we should be very grateful indeed if you
woud come to talk about the attitude we shruld take toward
science snd would exnlaln wht we can exvect from science.

I my add thot Colhy 1s a coeduc-tional college of a thou-
sand students ab~m" twenty-five vercent of vhom come from alne.
Ve do not have, ca the whole, a3 hich a level of ability cg one
finds at M.I.Tse or Herverd but all our visiting lecturers testify
to the ecoacernecss with rich idess sre received

Our faculty-student committee 1s already working hard on the
nlans for the next convoe-tion ond 1° our e rerier~&gt; is anything
like thst of the last occas’on, it will mezi1 2 ~~ =: deal in the
lives of bnth faculty and students, We are all To) offer a modest
honorarium of two hundred and fifty dollars wi’ 1 exvenses from
Carbridre and we should be very happy if at th&gt; Tinsel session on
Friday mornin~ vou would be willin~T to sccent 2 "-norary dermree,

py

SN

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Te Troy
“smb dre 30. Massachusetts
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

December 6 19 94

Memo to...
 gq. {ener

....Room.....

Attzched are .c._acecr Viener's end your tickets for
Few York. The reccn.._.mation slips for the return
trip have been r1lled out so th=t all you will have
to do on arrival at LaGuardia Alrport 1s drop them at
the American Airlines Counter,

lr. Albert Yalker (NO) will meet you at t..
with a limousine and drive you directly to
dininc room for luncheon at two,

- A +
of airport
2. Jeaver's

pm apport „A 2% wih Gus...
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from... ehrielle Fuchs Room. 2=159
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ORTON P.CAMP
WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT

eeceler
ddlebi

Road
Co



ORTON P.CAMP

NATERBURY, CONNECTICU.

December 7, 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Tech.
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor:

In the M. I. T. Newsletter of December
1954, I noted a reference to a Professor of
Mathematics dealing blackjack. Were they by
any chance referring to you? 1 did not recog-
nize you from the sketch in the Newsletter,
although I do remember that in 1918 vou had a
mustache.

You probably have forgotten me but back
in 1917 or 1918 you and I were together at the
Aberdeen Proving Grounds plotting Trajectories.
I remember that winter very well. We had no
heat in the baracks until long after it was
cold and we had to walk back and forth to the
office in mud for sometime before they finally
put in boardwalks.

My fortieth reunion at Tech will be
this Spring. I have not been back for a long
time but am planning to make an effort to get
there for this reunion. I will try to get
around to your office end call on you.

Y. 2Uly

OPC: 1m
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URBAN &amp; SCHWARZENBERG

Verlag fiir Medizin und Naturwissenschaften

MUNCHEN . BERLIN . WIEN

fernspr.: Sammelnr. 292022 - Drahtanschr.: Urbanverlag - Postschedk:Miinchen 82966 - Bank: Siidd. Bank A.G., Fil. Miinchen

Verlagsanschrift: Miinchen 26, Thierschstraf3e 11

Herrn

Professor Dr. Norbert Wiener

Instituto Nacional de Cardiologia

Me 1k o= City

HR ZEICHEN IHRE NACHRICHT VOM

7/Dr.E./kDb

AL

T.Dez.1954

Sehr verehrter Herr Professor !

Im Auftrage von Herrn Prof.Dr. Walter S c L e

lem Verfasser des bei uns erschienenen Buches

„ d t ‚Hamburg,

Die menschlichen Inbilder

srlauben wir uns, Iynen ein Exemplar mit getrennter Post zu
übersenden und schliessen die hofliche Bitte an, uns doch ge-

legentlich nach dem Studium des Buches Ihre Ansicht zu der

Leitwerklehre, vielleicht auch in Beziehung zu Ihrem eigenen

forschungsgebiet, zu sagen.

Nir wären Ihnen für eine solche Stellungnahme sehr verbunden

and empfehlen uns Ihnen

nic vorziglicher Hochachtung
JRBAN &amp; SCHWARZENBERG

ia, 7
, collec, /

Do

‘Dr.med. H. Eisenhut)



ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
R. L.. CROWLEY

MANAGING EDITOR

December 7, 195

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathmatics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Prof, Wiener:

We published the article by you and Dr.
Campbell on Sunday, December 5, Three
copies of it are enclosed, We are also
having our business office send you a
check for $250 in payment for the article.

Thank you and Dr. Campbell for writing
this article for us. As you can see from
the display we gave it, we liked it very
mich.

Sincerely,

€ - A * Gre Ler, "Dr

E. A. Graham, Jr.
Acting Managing Editor



1111 OLIVE STREET

THE PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY
PUBLISHERS OF THE ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF RADIO STATION KSD AND KSD-TV

ST. LOUIS 1, MO PHONE MAIN 1111

YOUCHER No.__ 3 3 1 7

NORBERT WIENER
DEPT OF MATHEMATICS
MASS INST OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE 19 MASS

—DATE VOUCHER
NO.

12-7-54 3317

DATE | VOUCH Me

DESCRIPTION JISC.

ARTICLE APPEARING ON EDITORIAL
TITLE PAGE SUNDAY DEC 5 1954

AY TO THE ORDER OF

AMOUNT
OF INVOICE

250.00

BFROSS AMOUNT

DEDUCTION

DEDUCTION®

BALANCE

250.00 x

AMOUNT OF CHECK

DISCOUNT

AMOUNT DUE



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Memoto...PS... idener

 Decembel

Room...

19. 24%

Trin of December 8, 185

Alison

12:00 noon “American Airlines ..1zht 303 (Logan Airport)
1:10 : 27al at LaGurrd’e--—ct by NBC limousine

(Ur. Albert Walker
2:00 luncheon with Mr, ‚€
4:00#4:20 envointment wil
Dinner
Televis.cnshow
Party ~t 10:30
12:05 u,m. (Dee, 9) American ..:lines Flight 654

AA (LaGuardia Airport
C DE Lie AS iA a.

from Gabrielle Fucus  id= 155Room @=155
MII AM RMACQSTAON
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December 7, 1954

pzogessor GC. L. Pekeris
Weizmann Institute of Sclence
hehovoth, Isreel

Dear Professor Pekeris:

In reference to your telegram of November 3u , in principle,

Professor Wiener accepts your invitation to speak on Cybernetlcs

st the Weizmann Institute of Seience, However, he cannot give

you .

India are commloeted,

. definite answer until the other plans for his trip to

wl  OE Py vy vours

gabrielle
Secretary

Fuchs
to Professor Norbert "ener



December 7, 1954

Are HLONET
Zeience Fü
llewsweek
Brozdiray
New York

Myks
CTYALde A

of ga 4

Aro lou

Stre-’

In my youth, theproblem of the first contact of the chili
Ath written sclencze was very different from what 1t is at the
crescent time. At thot period, the distinction between books
For the child and books for the adult wes less rlgld thsn it is
st present and instesd of the besutifully engraved and illustrated
bites of predlgested pan which are weltten for the Juvenile trade
&gt;f todsy, we had the Youth's Commenion and the St. Micholoe
mayazines which did not scorn to treat the child « @ an intelllcent
human being first znd gs the row msterizl for the waychoznalyet
yal lot

Ocessionally some of thege articles hed » content,
and when they oid, 1% v2: re J content But tk &gt; or such -
character zs to lead one Circcetly ialn scientii... vooks which
even ra: the bhecinnin- $t-0k fheir © ones geprinnsis

Belonging to the earlier stags 1entific intereste,
there wes gn adentation Cor childire 1 lementary book on
zztronomy by Comdlle Flammarion, cy the same time, when
I wos three and one-hzlf years ol ~lven 2 cory of the
volume on mrmm=lg of “nod's lsturs. ii tory, with its mixture
of scientific z2leseiflc tion end leendsry teles, Thee books
I sheorbted lsrgely by hzvinz them read to me, But I 28
alresdy “eginning to recd and it was not long before found
myself in a position to use this new gift of readin
browsing uninhibltedly through my father's library, He &gt; I
foun? 11 sorts of books, some written fop children, some not.
There «28 an emple collection of the old series of sclence
srimers written by the leading scholars of th:'t generation and
the one bh~Tore, There were 2 counle of stray volumes of Kingsley!
Notural detory, there wre &amp; serles of scientific reprints known
as the Humboldt Lihrory, ranginz from the works of Derwin znd
Clerk Vaxwell to contemporary nsychlatrlce writingss there was an
endless grou- of grommors and dictionaries of European end
Orientzl lanruases, which had been used by my father in his
nhllolorical studies, and there wes Isasze Taylor's fascrr hook
on the zlphshet in two volumes, itn all these richer ntereat
before me and the difficulty of =ceess to them out of ithe oy
in view of the fact that my reading o2bllity had incressen, I
gbzorbed things of 211 worsible Intellectual Interests on 2
rosa front,

%



ir. Hlehard X. “inslow u December 7, 1954

The anpetite come os I ate and
ther ws there +n cerry me further

where one book left off, the
~

tg for my own children, they, llke myself, have sunplemented
thelr school reading by pickinz uy anything and everything onen
cround the house; and as I ligtened to whet my father had to
tell me zbout lesrning, so they listened to me and to my friends.
Even now I cannot say reclsely what they lesrned from, hut they
alweys hed at their disposal oo good copy of the 1911 Encycloredis
Zritennlea, the last one not yet to be issued by American big
cuclnesge-and they thrived on it, To the present day, it ic this
set of volumes which furnisheg the center of the „Library from
nich thelr own children are about to lesrn, If it 1s not up to
dete, 2% lene 1% 1s not written to the suniosed level of whet
= cntlld 42 aDle1°=bzorb.

L don't know wnreolsely to which sclentific booksmygrande
z-Aldren sre turning, but es my son-in-leow ie a workin engineer
who likes to cultivate his cnlldren's curiosity in scientific
mettere and a8 my deughter hes been = sclentifiec journalist, I
zm curs that the problem of scientific reading is being solved
28 1% comes up», without any particular reference to books written
~rinerily for stimulating the selentific intere-=ts of children
who have no other source of contact with scientific matter”, My
oliest prondchilld, = boy of five, 1s irepidly beginning to break
throush the readin. barrier, He 1s »ulling alony with him his
little sleter, two years younger then himself, so that each time
I co down t&gt; see ther, I find them Topking on whet is alrerdy eo
noticeszbly chansed level of litersey. Under these clrcumstances,
T don't thin: that we sre going to hove zny trouble in nleaning
Just the wight books on science to meet their interests and thelr
surlosities st any s=eclal stare

This 1s a very unsatisfsctory article sbout whet children
cre to read Lo Introduce them to ~eclence, The fact is that in =
household where TEE rnd litersey ore token for granted, nerhaps
the best answer ic thot the interests of the household will
orobebly find the risht books if they -re avallable and will =t
ony rete cover the right tonics in femlly discussion, whether the
books are available or not, In a family where the intellectusl
rennort between parents and children has been zoing on uninterrunt-
edly for three or four v„enerations, it is very hard to zive more
aneclflc advice ss to wht © so I am afraid that I cen give
you nothin definite whi “ea for vour ~rtille.

Jorbe ri iene

Easr
"SA
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"CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-

gram unless its de-erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

WESTER
UNIO

FX-1201

A \
SYMBOLS

DL=Day Letter
—_———

NL=Night Letter

LT=Int'l Letter Telegram

VLT=Int'l Victory Ltr.
 fr*

The filing time shown in the date hne on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt 3 STANDARD TIME at point of destination
gr—

WUY231 DH=FAX NEWYORK NY DEC 8=

DR NORBERT WEINER. DUMONT TELECENTER=
|

HOPE TO MEET YOU AFTER TONIGHT'S TELECAST BUT WANTED TO

SEND OUR VERY BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM

=S IMARGULES DIRECTOR OF

ADVERTISING WESTERN UNION 60 HUDSO

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



TheSaturdayReview
25 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y.

NERS

J. R. Cominsky
Publisher

December 8, 195)

Mr, Norbert Wiener
ile oT °

fambrdee . Massa

Dear Mi T™ om
nl

Je are in receipt of a letter from Richard
ludwig of Frinceton University remesting permis-
sion to reprint "Science, lonkeys, and Mozart" as
it originally ap-eared in the liovember 20, 1954
Saturday Review. He wishes to include this in a
forthcoming book to be published hy Harcourt, Brace
2. Company.

We intend asking for a fee of 25 for this
reprint right and would appreciate your contacting
us as soon as possible to be sure this meets with

vour aporoval.

A". good wishes.

sincerely, ~~

Lf ’ ',
lr

ve yn/] ule ow
erni gskcns

Mad)

x



NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

December 8, 195l

Dr. N. Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridege, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

It is a long time since we have met. I
was quite pleased recently, however, to note the article in
the Saturday Review on "Science, Monkeys and Motzart." It
securred to me that you might have some interesting ideas as
to how science in general should develop and in what ways the
NSF might be of assistance in this development. You will find
snclosed a cony of our Act.

Would it be possible for you to come down
some Wednesday morning and speak on some such subject at our
solloquium? It is essentially a staff meeting. We do, however,
on occasions invite some of the key people from other agencies
to be with us. In general the group numbers about forty to fifty.
Ye would be happy to pay the usual government reimbursement for
travel in this connection. If you are inclined to accept this
invitation, will you please indicate several possible dates in
January or February in order of their preference?

Sincerely,

Raymond J. Seeger
Assistant Director (Acting)

snclosure

~—

’ {om Lf
Al \
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TRUSTEES OF TUFTS COLLEGE

TUFTS COLLEGE, MASS

December 9, 1954

Dear Professor Wiener:

So many firms and individual graduates of Tufts responded
to my letter in 1953 concerning year-end gifts for charitable pur-
poses that I have no hesitancy in repeating my suggestion: that many
individuals (and business firms, too) are so fortunate as to be able
to make a gift to Tufts College at this time, which may be the more
generous now because of the government's higher limits for charity
1eductions.

Those of us in college administration feel keenly our
obligation to provide our students with the best possible facilities
for study and experimentation, and at the same time help them over
their financial hurdles. I can think of no finer application of
college funds.

Despite the stepped-up pace that most of us are forced
to travel, I find more and more college people conscious of the
advantages which their college training provided, and with it a
growing awareness of the real obligation a college degree imposes.

If you have not made other arrangements, I shall be
happy to receive your gift for this purpose, or you may send it
directly to President Wessell at the College.

i AT wish you the Season's Happiest Greeting.?

¢ TOUrE. .



THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

ALBUQUERQUE

DEPARTMENT OF

GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP
December 9, 1954

Dr. Rorbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Nambridze, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I have just finished reading Ex-Prodigy and want to tell you how
much I enjoyed it. The comments on academic life and scholarship, by a
mature scholar, are indeed helpful to me, a university associate professor
in the middle thirties.

The problems of your father (except that he was far more talented
than I) are quite similar to mine. I am in the field of political science ir
here one can commit error without detection and can also commit an act of

cenius likewise without detection. There is, however, one special problem
of today which, I believe, your father did not face: Your father's work
was, I believe, deliberately ignored in certain quarters. Today, as far as
I can see, almost any work in the social sciences (except by a person who
controls academic jobs) is ignored, not willfully, but because most professors
have given up reading. In any event, I have published enough to know that
I shall receive no intelligent comment, criticism, or suggestions. I have
gotten to the point where I cannot see the sense of publication when it is
but an academic ritual of idea-burial.

Your Hyman Use of Human Beings is delightful. It does, however,
offer me a somewhat backward form of hope. Although your learning appalls
me, for I can never hope to match it (and wish that I could have that hope),
I have a certain versatility in the social sciences which convinces me that
311 is not hopdess. Incidentally, in reading Ex-Prodigy, I suffered along
with your father and you when you ran up against a certain type of academic
personality (homunculi, p. 174; and elsewhere). This academic world is a
strange thing and, I fear, Harvard is the epitome of a kind of mental and
moral frustration rather than a goal for the independent spirit.

and now to get to a specific point of this letter: I should like
to have your current address (I am not even certain that you are in the

United States) so that I muy send you a copy of my Public Opinion and Propaganda.
It contains 3% pages directly devoted to Cybernetics. If you were a younger man,
it would be helpful academically; however, I do think you will enjoy seeing how
you have been of aid to younger men. I have read enough of your writings to
know that certain portions of Public Opinion and Propaganda, it is well indexed,
will give you useful information.

Best of wishes,

J  J yours,

 oh
AAU

Frederick u , Irion



LO¢
COWLES MAC A7INES INC. Look Building, 488 Madison Ave., New York 22, N.Y., MUrray aiLL 8-0300

3 December 1954

Dear Dr. Wiener,

I am presently engaged in assembling material
for a proposed LOOK story on automation. Although
no fixed story line has been established, I feel
that the editors will probably be most interested
in en article on how automation affects or will
affect the average individual both as a consumer
and as a worker.

I tried to find an opportunity to talk to you
about this when you were last in New York, but I
succeeded only in seeing you from a distance at the
reception following your appearance on the television
program, "Down You Go."

I understand from the producers of the program
that you will be back in New York next week. If
it would be convenient I would like to get your
views on thls agvect of the automation problem.

For example, in your second edition of "The
Human Use of Human Beings" you mention that you
have been present at several meetings of industrial
leaders and what you heard made you less pessimistic
about Industry shirking its social responsibility.
You did not mention what steps industry is taking.

If you could possibly find the time next week
I certainly would appreciate an opportunity to
discuss this matter with you.

Yours truly, _

Jt Dau. SLiwgirlon. |
Peter Van Slingerland
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(INTER-DEPARTMENTAL)

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

OFFICE OF Morris Cohen

10 December 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Professor Wiener:

[ want you to know how much I enjoyed your talk at the Skeptics’
Seminar last Tuesday afternoon. I certainly wish that discussions
of this sort were more prevalent at the Institute, Our students
would do well to apply the same skeptical approach to science that
they do to religion and philosophy. It is rather unfortunate that
many of our students think that modern physics suffers primarily
from being difficult rather than from being imperfect. A more
humble realization that science has not vet given us absolute truth
would be in order.

Do you think that it might be possible to convey some notion of
the inadequacies of science during the teaching of Freshman
and Sophomore physics at M.I, T, ? Or do you feel that these
philosophical concepts must await the later years after the
student has acquired some intensive training in mathematics and
physics ?

MC:m

ra -—



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

STATISTICAL LABORATORY

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

December 1( 1054

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

My dear Wiener:

I am very sorry to be so long in answering. your letter
of November &amp;. The point is:

1) We would like very much to listen to more talks of
yours and. in general, to have more access to your ideas

2) It so happens that the times you suggest for more
sxtensive contacts, namely, before the meetings and immediate-
ly after, are impossible. Before the meetings all our grouo
rere will be extremely busy with last minute prevarations. It
is just unimaginable how much time and effort such things take
Immediately after the meetings almost everyone in the Labora-
tory will be away from Berkeley for a couple of days before
they return to lectures and then we ghall have to deal with
“he aftermatkr of the meetings.

3) The most apnronriate time for longer contacts would
oe the summer. As you may have heard, we will have the second
Dart of the Symnosium, emphasizing theory, dvring the summer,
and I wonder whether you would agree to join the crowd. If
so, I wish to offer you $1000 which, unfortunately, should
include travel. Our foreign visitors will stay with us for
two months, July and august. I would like very much for you
to be with us all that time. TI realize, however, that the sun
offered muy not appear adequate for two months but may be ac-
ceptable for one, particularly so because no gnecific duties
of teaching large or small classes are involved. What we look
forward to is your presence and participation in the informal
ilscusslons on matters of common interest, perhaps combined
vith a couple of lectures which you may wish to offer. Thus
the money 1s not really a compensation for services, but a
creation of the ooportunity for scientific contacts. As you
now, we publish the Proceedings. It would be a pleasure if
ne could have a manuscript of yours for the second mart of

“he Symnosium.



Professor Norbert
December ~ © 17 7

Page 2

vien: bt

4) For a few years vast, the Tnmiv-reitv of California
Press bas been trying to start a new s vies +" breaks on
mathematics. The books are intended to be em-1ll, from under
100 to 150 puges. The Pregs offers ten per cent royalty, with
an advance payment of 3250 upon delivery of the manuscript ready
for tre vnrinters. The Editorial Committee consists of G. CO.
Evans, M. Loeve, G. Szegdh, and myself. I am authorized to
invite you to write a contribution on your 1ifdess regarding
statistical mechanics. However, should you prefer anything
else, I am sure it would be welcome.

7

a Merryeg forcards and wishesrt Derscnal regardhost
DDUL,

Your: cordially,

\ N “aNALA
RE

 man

Aum ©



THE INSTITUTE
of

MATHEMATICAL STATISTICS
PROGRAM AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

November 27, 1354

Program ....... eee errr

17th Annual Meeting, 64th Meeting, University of California,
Berkelev. California. December 27-30, 1954

Announcements of Program Coordinator .......

I. Final Preliminary Announcement, 65th meeting, Eastern
Regional Meeting, University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, N.C., April 516, 1955 “3

2. Plans for other future meetings

12

Other Announcements oo. FE

Enclosures to members in the United States and Canada
Directory
Subscriptions to Biometrika
Dues payments in sterling

13

Housing Reservation Coupon ..... eenssee

Sixty-fourth Meeting
and

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING
University of California

Berkeley, California
December 27-31, 1954

The sixty-fourth meeting of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics and
the seventeenth annual meeting will be held at the University of California,
Berkeley, California, on December 27-31, 1954 in conjunction with the na-
tional annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science. All sessions of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics are joint with
Section A of the AAAS; to avoid redundancy, this is not indicated on indi-
vidual sessions. A number of sessions are joint (and are so designated) with
the American Mathematical Society, the American Statistical Association, the
Biometric Society, Western North American Region and the Third Berkeley
Symposium on Mathematical Statistics and Probability. All meetings will be
held in Dwinelle Hall, just northwest from the Sather Gate entrance to the

campus.
The AAAS general information and registration center will be in the

foyer of the Men’s Gymnasium. There will be a general registration fee of
$2.50 and a general program including the activities of all AAAS sections
together with those of affiliated and associated societies. Headquarters of
the Institute of Mathematical Statistics will be in Room 288, Dwinelle Hall.
Mail addressed to Institute members should be sent in care of the Statistical

4



Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley 4, California.
Tuesday evening at 8:00 p.m., E. U. Condon, Director of Research,

Corning Glass Works, and Retiring President of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, will deliver the presidential address, A
Half Century of Quantum Physics, in the Auditorium, Wheeler Hall. The
Institute of Mathematical Statistics will have two Special Invited Papers:
Monday, 4:00 p.m., Herman Chernoff, Stanford University, will speak on
Large Sample Theory in the Parametric Case; Wednesday, 9:00 a.m., Jerzy
Neyman, University of California, Berkeley, will speak on Probabilistic
Treatment of Phenomena: Stochastic Models and Interpolatory Formulae.
Both addresses will be given in Room 145, Dwinelle Hall.

RECREATION
Following Dr. Condon’s address on Tuesday evening, the AAAS will

hold a reception for all guests in the Stephens Union Club Rooms. On
Wednesday evening, there will be a beer party at Angelo’s, Emeryville, which
is readily accessible from the campus. The charge for the party will be
$1.25. A dinner for mathematicians and statisticians at which Charles B.
Tompkins, University of California, Los Angeles, will speak is planned for
Thursday evening at the Shattuck Hotel. The charge for the dinner will
be $3.00. On the same evening, there will be a Biologists’ Smoker in the
Hearst Gymnasium for Women to which all registrants are cordially invited.
For those who arrive in Berkeley early, the Third Berkeley Symposium is
holding an open house in Room 288, Dwinelle Hall, on Sunday afternoon,
December 26th from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Those wishing to attend the
beer party and/or the dinner should signify their intentions early since re
servations will be closed Tuesday, December 28th. Tickets can be pur
chased at the time of registration.

With the cooperation of the California Forest and Range Experiment
Station, the Third Berkeley Symposium is planning a visit to the Institute of
Forest Genetics at Placerville, California. The plan is that guests will be
shown experiments in progress at the Institute on Friday, December 31st.
T'his will be followed by an informal supper and party to welcome the New
Year. The expedition will leave Berkeley either Thursday evening or Friday
morning. Those interested should write to the Statistical Laboratory for fur-
ther information. It is necessary to put a December 8 deadline on this since ar-
rangements must be made well in advance.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Since Berkeley will be extremely crowded during the meetings, those

planning to attend should make reservations as soon as possible. Reservations
should be made through the AAAS Housing Bureau, 2223 Fulton Street,
Berkeley 4, California. The AAAS Housing Bureau is handling all tvpes of
room reservations, including hotels, motels and dormitory accommodations.
In regard to the latter, a block of 50 rooms in Stern Hall, one of the Univer-
sity dormitories, has been reserved for the use of Institute members. Due to
the low cost of these rooms ($2.00 the first night and $1.00 thereafter), it is
suggested that these rooms be used by students and less well established mem-
bers only. A housing reservation coupon on page 16 may be used or copied.
If Berkeley becomes too crowded, reservations could be made directly with
hotels in Oakland or San Francisco, which are within an hour’s transporta-
tion from the campus.



The Third Berkeley Oymmosiun is being held in conjunction

with the AAAS neetings this Christmas. In order to ensure that

you obtain acequate accomodations curing vour stay in Berkeley,

it is inmmortant that you return the enelosed common to the

AAAS heousing bureau as soon as nossible., They have control of

all accomodations in the Berkeley area.

You will notice that there is no rention of single rooms

on the couron. It is extreinely dubious if such facilities can

be made available. The housing bureau recommends that if NOS -

sible you share acconodaticns with a colleague.



HOUSING RESERVATION COUPON

AAAS HOUSING BUREAU
2223 Fulton Street
Berkeley L, California

Date of Application . . ww

Please reserve the following accommodations for the 121st Meeting of the AAAS
in Berkeley, Dec. 26-31, 195k:

First Choice . , . . . . . . . Second Choice . . . . . . . . Third Choice ,

(State name of hotel, motel, or other)

.Double~bedded Room Desired Rate . . . . » « Maximum Rate .

,Twin-bedded Room Desired Rate .

‚Suite

MaximumRate . . .

° » s « Maximum Rate . . . .

Dormitory Unit (s)--two persons per room at $2.00 each first night, $1.00
rer night thereafter.

(It is necessary for people to share rooms wherever possible)

Hotel and Motel Room Depos...

$5.00 per reservation or
$10.00 per room
(Refunds made if cancelled before
(Dec. 17.

The name and address of each person, including yourself, must be listed.

&gt;

Date or arrival .

Departure date , . .

 Approximate Time . . ,

. « Approximate Time . , .

-

Name of individual requesting reservation . .

Address « «¢ « « o o o

Street

My society or sectional interest is: J’

b °

As
u State

I (will) (will not) have an automobile at the meeting.



CONVENTION AND TOURIST BUREAU
Berkeley Chamber of Commerce
2223 Fulton Street
BE 7-1212

June 11, 1954

BERKELEY HOTELS

(Pricessubject to change)
MEMBERS OF CONVENTION BUREAU

Sgl.Rms Sgl.Rms,Dbl.Rms, Dbl.Rms. Twin Twin Suites Family Total
Bath No bath Bath _ No bath Bath No bath ~~~ Rooms Rms,

“BERKELEY INN
2501 Haste St.

[BE 7-6370)
"HOTEL ALEXANDER,
2109 Shattuck |

(BE 7-3903)
"HOTEL CAMPANILE
2070 University

(BE 7-9278)
*HOTEL CARLTON
2338 Telegraph

(BE 7-596.)
#HOTEL CLAREMONT
Ashby-Claremont

(BE 7~9300)
*HOTEL DURANT

2600 Durant Ave
(BE 7-8981) |

HOTEL NASH
2045 University

(BE 7~7596)
*HOTEL SHATTUCK
Shattuck-Allstor(BE 7-7300)

U. C.HOTEL

1060 University | 4.00 | 2.50
(BE 7-0967) 15.00

3,00 | 2,00 | 3.503.50 | 2.50 | 4.00 2.50 | 14.00 | 3.503,00 ! 5,00! 1,00
81

3.50 12.50 : Lso | 3.00 | 5.00 8.00 6h

4.00 | 3.00 | L.so I 3.50 i 1.00
1.50

10

| 1,50 '
5.00 | 3.50 | 6.00 |

1,00 ! 6.50
14.50 | 7.50 | 7.50

10.00 110.00
117

5.00 | 3:00 | 8.00 | 5.00 | 8.00 |(1.00 3.5 0 13 00 5.50 13.00
5.00
5.50

14.00
20.00

13.00
17.00

+ 300

| 3.25 ! 6.00
9.00

6.50 | 5.50 110.0010.00 16.00
| 8,50
10.00

200

 48“2.00
aga

4.00
5.00

ar © 5.00: | 3.50 |
6,00 11.00

7.00
8.00

—x;

5.00 | 3,00
.0.00

 7.00
10,00

4.50 | 7.50
5,00 10,00

6.00 10.00
18.00 8.001.00

250

1.00 | 2.80 | 5.005.00| 3.00
7.00 | 6.50 | 80

7.00 _

BERKELEY MOTELS
(Prices subject to change) Total

Sgl.Rms-Bath Dbl, Rms-Bath Twin-Bath Family Rms-Bath Rms,
et tra eam =~ = MEER EB AM TT trhcene

6.00
8.50

*BERKELEY MOTEL

2001 Bancroft Way 1.00 | L.50
(TH 3-LoL3) 5.00 ' _ 5.00

BERKELEY PLAZA MOTEL
1175 University Ave.

(TH 3-6882)
*CALIFORNIA MOTEL

1461 University Ave.
(AS 3-38L0)

CAMPUS MOTEL
1619 University Ave.

(AS 3-9669)
¥GOLDEN BEAR MOTEL
1620 San Pablo Ave.

(LA L-L331)
#SILVA MOTEL

1512 University Ave.
(BE 7-7090)

¥WILA MOTEL | i

2155 San Pablo Ave. | 4.50 | 5.00 | 6.00 | 8.50
(LA L-L080) 5.00 6.00 7.00

1h

38

12
“vin—

8.50
12.00
7.50
TJ

$50-%c) PER WK

23

Lh

26

31

N



HOUSING RESERVATION COUPON

AAAS HOUSING BUREAU
2223 Fulton Street
Berkeley li, California

Date of Application . . .

Please reserve the following accommodations for the 121st Meeting of the AAAS
in Berkeley, Dec. 26-31, 195k:

first Choice . . «+. « +. « +. . Second Choice . . . . . . . . Third Choice .

(State name of hotel, motel, or other)

Double-bedded Room Desired Rate . . . . . . . Maximum Rate . . .

‚Twin-bedded Room Desired Rate . .

Desired Rate .

Dormitory Unit(s)--two persons per room at $2.00 each first night, $1.00
rer night thereafter.

(It is necessary for people to share rcoms wherever possible)

Hotel and Motel Room Deposit
Ill

$5.00 per reservation or
$10.C0 per room
(Refunds made if cancelled before )
(Dec. 17. )

Er

The name and address of each person, including yourself, must be listed.

s

Date or arrival

Departure date , .

Approximate Time

. . Approximate Time

Name of individual requesting reservation ,

AQATESS + vo vv ov ee eee eee

Street Ci+- State

My society or sectional interest is: .

I (will) (will not) have an automobile at the meeting.
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CONVENTION AND TOURIST BUREAU
Berkeley Chamber of Commerce
2223 Fulton Street
BE 7-1212

June 11, 1954

¥MEMBERS OF CONVENTION BUREAU

Sgl.Rms Sgl.Rms,.Dbl.Rms., Dbl.Rms. Twin Twin
_ Bath No bath Bath No bath BathNobath

“BERKELEYINN~~
2501 Haste St. |

(BE 7-6370)
“HOTEL ALEXANDER

2109 Shattuck |
(BE 7-3903) _

“HOTEL CAMPANILE
2070 University

(BE 7-9278)
¥HOTEL CARLTON

2338 Telegraph |
(BE_7-5961)

“HOTEL CLAREMONT

Ashby-Claremont|5.00 | 3.00 | 8.00 |(BE 7-9300) "11.00 23.50 113,00
#HOTEL DURANT ,
2600 Durant Ave:

(BE 7-8981) |
"HOTEL NASH

2045 University| 3.00 | 2.00
(BE 7-7596) h,00

¥HOTELSHATTUCK
Shattuck-Allstor 5.00(BE 7-7300) 10.00

"U. CC,HOTEL|
1010 University | 4.00

 (BE 7-0967) 5.00

BERKELEY HOTELS
(Prices subject to change)

Suites Family Total
Rooms Rms.
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EXCURSION TO THE INSTITUTE OF FOREST GENETICS

CALIFORNIA FOREST AND RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION

Placerville, California

The Institute of Forest Genetics is located in Placerville, a very
pleasant old mining town--called Hangtown in olden days. Placerville
1s 123 miles from Berkeley on a good highway, US 50, We are arranging
transportation by car since other ways of travel are inconvenient,

Lodging~--rates per day:

Within city limits:

Broadway Motel:

Raffles Hotel:

Outside city limits

Fair View Lodge:

Gold Trail
Motor Lodge:

$4 ,00 per person;

Single--$2.50 - $4.00,
Double--$4,50 - $5.50,
Twin Beds--$6,50;

(one or two miles):

Single--$5.00 (46,00 as double),
Twin Beds--$7.,00,
Two Double Beds--$8.003

Single--$4,50 (85.00 as double),
Twin Beds--$6,00,
Two Double Beds--$8,00
Three Double Beds--$9.00.

Informal Supper and Party: $2.50 per person.

To facilitate arrangements, we are asking those interested to complete
and return the blank below to the Statistical Laboratory, University of
California, Berkeley4,California, by December 8, 1954 at the latest.
Since a deposit is necessary, we would appreciate receiving in advance
an amount approximately equal to the cost of lodging selected and the
supper if you plan to attend. Adjustments will be made later.

Leave Berkeley: Thursday evening

Leave Placerville: Friday evening

Will require transportation: Yes

Lodgings: __

Friday morning

Saturday

No

(Please specify completely)

New Year's Eve Informal Supper: Number Yes No
 aaay

Amount enclosed: $ —

(Name) (Address)



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Memoto... igs... [lener.

Neceaher..0.

Room...

219.54.

Attached are your tickets,

I hove sent an invitation to Dr, B., MN. Prasad
to have dinrer with you on the evening bf
December 16,

fronizchrielle. lucha.  Room.
MIIBAN BHOQTON
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From the Desk of PROF. ALEX W. RATHE
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BLACK MOUNTAIN COLLEGE BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C.

™December 1%, 105

Dre Norbert ene

53 Cedar Road
Belmont, lass.

Dear Dr. YI

At Mr
letter for

letter go

TA

Clson's request, I enclose a typed copy of the subscrintion arreal
'” approval and signature. lr. Olson probably told you that the

mimeographed ~s soon as possi a.

vel“ree

Te

~~

. Raker

Tacrigtrer



Black Mountair, North Carolina
December „1951

TO ALL THOSE WHO CAR FOR BLACK MOUNTATYW COLLEGR ™ TTYTr TOTALS STOOD FOR

AND NOT MOP THAN EVMR STANDS FOR. INT AMERICAN BDUC™

This is the craziest sort of appesls Here we are all the way out as

3 new College = reconstituted a year ago, thriving, as we shall describe it for

you below, land and buildings intact, new faculty, new students, and a new Ad=-
visorv Council =

And yet, if you yourself don't answer this avreal amost as soon as
you get it, if funds of a proportion fit to meet the budget outlined below (and
please note that it is a 3-year budget, giving a sign of how determined we are
to push forward whet has gone so marvelously forward in the past year) = if
these funds we are asking of you are not forthcoming, we will be forced to sell
vart at least of the land, or take other equally drastic STers.

Ve have done our utmost, and can show results. But financially we

are in distress, which only help from any and all friends, supporters believers,
ax=NRlack Mountain peonle. unknown veoole. anvane, can NOW DOUr in.

We need support NOW, right now, so much so that we are setting a date,
inside ~f which the success of this Ariva is measured.

We anpeal to you: on receiving this = and at lesst hefare ‚January 15th -

lat use havea all vou can ~ivea

ut let it be clear, right from the start: the College has clanged. A
vear ao September those of us who are the nucleus of the present faculty re-
founded the (Collese- and for a year have hired, built, comtracted, devised, and
sou ht with all our wits to “ive the place the lift called for, in the 1950's.

“le announce to you, first, a new Advisory Council: Albert Einstein,
physicist of the Institute of Advunced Studies, Frinceton University (whose state
ments on behalf of the College in the past year we attach); Franz Kline, painter
of New York City (whose presence on this Council makes evident that Black Moun-
tain's long record in painting is intact, and forward with the new College);
Carl O. Sauer, geographer, head of the Department of Geography, the University
of California; Norbert “Jiener, mathematician, llassachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (who signs this enpeal, along with the new Rector); end William Carlos
Williams of Rutherford, New Jersey, doctor, and chief American n ~F

The Faculty has been this College, and ~~ =
ragsent members ven wo anpnortine

I wo nxt to know who

in naintine. Toor

In music. Stafen 7

in theater. Vesles To

in weaving, Tony ow Er

in writine, Robert Creeley and Charles (Qlson;



in lansuaves, Robert Hsllman:

in rn" » , 7 Blunk (expected from Japan, June, 1955);

in the new-sciences=-of=-man, llartin Sprengling, formerly of the
Oriental Institute, the University of Chicago, (invited Soring
Quarter, 1955).

Another mejor change 1s in fee: any student cen now get the full
College calendar year (33 weeks = room, board snd tuition) for the same fee ex-
tended veterans under the Korean or seconc GI Rill, who are able to come here =

approved as the College is for education under the new Rill in veinting, music,
writing, and pottery. S850 is the total cher-e.

Vie are able to offer education at this rate because of another change:
a year ago the Colleps contracted itself to order its buildings and its finances
in line with its smallness = which is what this subscription appeal is about.
Je can now operate on a budget of £25,000 a year. And we propose, by writing
to you, to ask you to do your part in meking up thet amount, along with every-
one else: with the students who pay an $850 fee, with the Faculty which takes
no salary but gets a food allowance per month, and with friends of the Colleve
“ho subscribe larcer amounts.

We imagine there is one thing more you deserve to know: what change,
if any, there has been in tre stated purposes of the College. So far as we
can ses, no essential ones That 1s, the ownership stays the same: the Faculty
is the Corporation. There 1s the same student-faculty life here. And the arts
are meant to be no more than they were in the founding: to share the center of
the curriculum with +he more usual etnddiec.

LP
a4

Revond that, one can say this: education in the 5C's and 60's ahead
"5 to do what Black lountain Jid for the 20's and LO's, involves just

h a change forward as we have made in the last vesar.

 hee tn ba chesner. And tlhe+t wet Anne.

It has to be, we take it, more centered on the arts. To take,
as one example: in writing in the jast year the Colleme has
added a new internationel quarterly, TIE BLACK MOUNTAIN REVIEW
the Divers Press is under the wing of the Faculty in writing:
and the Jarson Press has its "home" hera.

And it has to intensify two disciplies, which the Collepe has
more and more found to be the crucial disciplines to be side by
side with the arts and languages: exact science (why we carry
“instein and Wiener so naturally on our Advisory Council); end
what have been called the "new sciences of man"; anthrovology,
psychology, mythology, the geo- and bio-sciences (the addition
of Martin &amp;prengling to the Faculty this Spring only serves to
forwerd what the Institute in these sciences (held in 1953) did
to our former practice.)



This, then, is a quick summary of Rlack Mountain College, 1955. It
is new, it is forward, end it needs your help. We have to have money at once
50 meet this year's budget. There is no illusion possible, no delsy, no acqui-
3scence., We ask you to give all you can immediately to meet 1955's 25,000
costs, and to pledge what you can for the next two years as well. A 425,000
budget is one inside which the contribution of any of us, however small, cen
count: give a dollar, if vou can't give a thousand

Please fill out and return the attached vledge. And do it up to the&amp; P

Limit of your capacity. lake all checks andvledges ravable to:

The Treasurer

Black llovntain College
NRlacl: "Iowntesn

Yao reetings, and our thanks

For the College,

Charles (Qlson, Rector

and for the Advisory Council,

Jorbert Wiener
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3 LACK MOUNTAIN COLLEGE

c 0

BT ACK MOUNTAIN. MN. 4

January 16, 1954

To whom it may gonoernd

tf have followed since years with a vivid interest the development of

Black Mountain Collegss The resson for this interest is that I am convinced that

sducetion without a vivid personal relationship between all working together

there, students as well as teachers, is far from the ideal even if the teachers

are of highest stendinge The University has not only to transmit knowledge from

one generation to the other but is also a place where characters and social co-

herence have to be developed.

It is, in my opinion, of great importance that those smaller insti-

tutions of learning, so beneficial to the development of harmonious personalities,

ars favored in every possible way. We have to prevent that mass-production is

sxtended to human beings themselves.

(signed) A. Einstein

Albert Einstein



DOUBLEDAY &amp; COMPANY, IN" ™ dish "ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 ~ MURRAY HILL 8-53G0

December 13, 1954

Ty
Dear © a iener:

Thanks fr word on Chapters I
ward © them,

u III. I look for-

Did yo1 notice your write-up in the New Yorker last
week 1.1 P'.ilin Hsmburzer's column (December 4)? Not
only wo i. flattering to you, but since it quoted
your li... about THE HUMAN USHZ OF HUMAN EEL KGS it was
a plus Fm one

Professor norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of
Cembricdge, Massachusetts

Techrolo.ly
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Rinehart
yy 232 MADISON AVENUE * NEW YORK 16 * N.Y.

RU

+ December 1954

Dr. Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
department of Mathematics
Jambridee, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Weiner:

Dr. Robert Lindner is especially anxious for you to have an
advance copy of his new book, THE FIFTY-MINUTE HOUR which we
sutlish January 13, and a copy is on the way under separate
sover. Doubtless you will recall his earlier books, PRESCRIP-
PION FOR REBELLION. STOXE WALLS AND MEN, and REBEL WITHOUT
JAUSE.

[HE FIFTY_MINUTE HOUR includes five case histories from Dr,

Lindner's files and we believe they are the most bril’iant
sxemples yet published in what Max Lerner calls "a new genre
&gt;f American writing - the work of a writing psychiatrist or

vsychoznalyst, who applies his insights to the problems of
he day or tells some of his adventureswith his vatients."

We hope you agree, and would be grateful to have your opinion
when you have had a chance to read TEE FIFTY.MINUTE HOUR. I
look forward to hearine from vou.

Sine 7 vanre.

»

Dudlev °

Rinehart

Fr) ~ 3 ar

Company. Inc.

+- 1



30ARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

THE BRONX

HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
20 EAST 184 STREET NEW YORK 68, N.Y.

MORRIS MEISTER

PRINCIPAL
CYPRESS 5-0200

TELEPHONE

11279 Boynton Avenue
New York 72, New York
December 14, 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge,
Maecachusette

Deer 3°.

&gt;67°conr?!Genh 0. 77 honor and © dictinct

&gt;eroenc. nyivilesc to ‘ntervicr vou feo mv school

nevrenaner. Science Survevd. We pre sure thet

your career ac one of the foremost ecientir” of

our tice hee ©» Or» ine-iration te £27 ee

reople erncclially us at the High Schoc: vv‘ Science,

Li‘ 7:6 for that reason thet our nivens (oo iplr

to convev your mecsrog te ovr cofvrdent ted.

“ot orview can ecsilv b: Crrone

 5° with vour permission, sir. ary fir ot

7c°° convenience. With sincere gratitude for your

‘nd consideration, I remein.

-

Very racrpechiullv voure

.

&lt;

RAA ol
1
X

wo Lat

Harverd Hollenbere



NEWSWEEK BUILDING ¢* BROADWAY AND 42ND STREET

NEW YORK 36

December 14, 1954

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Masse.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Thank you for your most interesting letter of Dec-
ember 7 in response to our ouery on scientific
reading matter for children. As it turned out, our
article on the subject was severely limited as to
space at the last minute and was reduced to a dozen
capsule reviews of what appeared to be among the
better of the publishers! offerings for 1954.

I regret that we were not able to bring in your ideas
and suggesticns. I agree, after having scanned some
seventy books for children, that many of them are
beautifully designed but "predigested pap." But per-
haps the troubles lies considerably deeper than in the
area of what the publishers find sell. In any case,
your views on the subject were most refreshing and I
hope that I can work them into a future article that
wil) be able to tackle the many cuestions you raise
more sericusly.

Again, many thanks for taking the time and trouble to
be of real help toc use.

Sincerely yours,

 heed 14 wieted
Richard K. Winslow
Seience Editor

T *
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Confirminz my telerram, 2 big public talk 1s 2 thing
hich I do not care to do and which I will only consider
joing in view of the sclentific contacts which I might have
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Persönlichkeit ihren gebührenden Platz in der Geschichte ein, Indem die moderne
AnthropologiedenMenschenalshandelndes, d.h. sich notwendig selbst immer neue
Ziele setzendes Wesen definiert, verzichtet sie auf die Annahme eines rein mechani-
schen oder streng auf ein letztes Ziel ausgerichteten Geschehens, Es wird immer
Probleme geben, die sich jeder beweisbaren Erkenntnis entziehen und der persdnli-
chen Entscheidung überlassen bleiben müssen. Aber die Dinmaligkeit jeder Person und
Kultur oder dic Notwendigkeit zur individuellen Entscheidung schliessen das Vor-
handensein bestimmter allgemeiner Zusammenhänge gesetzmässiger Art oder bestimmter
allgemeiner Bedürfnisse, Institutionen und Werteinstellungen, deren Vorhandensein
für die Existenz des Menschen notwendig ist, nicht aus. Wenn der Wissenschaft schon
die Berechtigung menschlicher Zielsetzung abgesprochen wird, so kann und soll sie
doch sinnvolle Kritik an den von anderer Seite kommenden Zielsetzungen und Weltan-
schauungen üben. Viele Momente heute bestehender Weltanschauungen widersprechen
einfach gesicherten anthropologischen Einsichten, denen sich Erzicher, Politiker
und Seelsorger, die eine den Tatsachen entsprechende Lebensordnung erstreben, nicht
entziehen können. Das heißt abers auch wenn die Forschungen der Wissenschaften
wertneutral sind, so bleibt doch keine persönliche oder soziale Zielsetzung von
ihren Erkenntnissen und Erfahrungen unbeeinflußte

Das ist in der Geschichte nie anders gewesen. Schon das Leben der sogenannten
Primitiven ist nicht nur von Mythen und Magie beherrscht, sondern zeigt gerade in
der Bewältigung praktischer Lebensprobleme eine oft crstaunliche Kenntnis und An-
wendung heute noch gültiger und durch Wissenschaft bestätigter Kenntnisse der Natur
nnd der menschlichen Sccloe

Wissenschaft im heutigen Sinne ist nichts andercs als die bewuBte Forderung und
Erweiterung dieser uralten Ar der Erfahrung durch stédndig besscre Methoden zur
Ausschaltung subjektiver THduschungen und eine damit verbundene dauvernde Berichti-
gung überlieferten Wissens.

Mit Magie, Mythos, Religion und Dichtung a 1 1 ein kann kein menschliches Leben
erfolgreich funktionieren. So sehr wissenschaftliches Erkennen wertfrei sein und
sich vorgegebenen Zwecken nicht unterorädnen soll, so wenig sind seinc Ergebnisse
für unsere Lebensentscheidungen wertlos, und der Wert wissenschaftlichen Erkennens
wächst, jc schwicriger die modernen Wirtschafts-, Sozial- und Kulturprobleme werden.
Jie zunehmende Bevölkerungsdichte, der ständig enger werdende Kontakt der Völker
und Nationen, die Vermischung der gozialen Schichten und das Aufeinanderprallen der
" ‚Trochicdenen Sitten und Überzeugungen machen zumindest zur Ordnung des öffentlichen
Lovens oinc Besinnung auf das Gemeinsame notwendig. Wie immer man diese Entwicklung
“rteot und den Verlust mancher pcrsönlichen Freiheit beklagt, der Prozess der Ratio-
nelisicruny ist unaufhaltbar und kann am besten noch dadurch sinnvoll beherrscht
werden, dad man mutig "ja" zu ihm sagt.

In Wirklichkeit tritt auch hier die Wissenschaft nur das Erbe uralter aber keines-
wogs weniger mechanischer Gewohnheiten an, ohne deren Vorhandensein keinc Gesell-
schaft "funktioniert" und deren Zwang nur deshalb kaum empfunden wird, weil er zur
Selbstverständlichkeit geworden ist. Jede angeblich "freie" Entscheidung ist von
unbewußten kollektiven Lebensregeln und Idealen becinflußt: Schöpferisches Dasein
drängt zwar immer über bestehende Lebensformen hinaus, aber stets nur in sehr be-
grenztem Rahmen und auf dem Boden bereits bestchender Erfahrung. Wenn man seine zu-
künftigen Aufgaben nicht ausschließlich auf das gründen will, was man noch nicht
weiß, so entspricht dies ecinem Sinnvollen und notwendigen Bedürfnis des Menschen,
sich weitgehend an das zu halten, was auf Grund gesicherter Erfahrung mit Wahr-
scheinlichkeit kommen wird, Offenheit für die Unberechenbarkeiten des Schicksals
ist damit nicht ausgeschlossen, Wer Ordnung und Sicherheit wünscht, darf sich nicht
an das Unberochenbare, sondern muß sich an das Wahrscheinliche halten, das durch
kontrollierte Erfahrung und logisches Denken besser begrindbar ist als durch star-
re und unbewußte Gewohnheiten, über deren Macht man sich meist Illusionen macht.
Mag scin, daß die Wissenschaftsgläubigkeit selbst nur ein Dogma unserer Zeit ist,
aber es handelt sich dann um ein Dogma mit geschichtlichen Hintergründen, die nicht
rückgängig gemacht werden können, ohne daß unsere Welt in ein heilloses Chaos



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

CHAPEL HILL

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Oomher 168!

Nr, Norbert Viener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Joston. Massachusetts

Tasr Dr Wiane

Your article entitled "Science, Monkevs znd Mozart" which
appeared in the November 20th issue of the “-~+uvrd~v Review was
most interesting, If a. copy is availabl- - 4 ereatly a0-
precizte having one, TI am sure that this deserves even wider
distribution than it received in the Saturday Review,

TT Hh mony thant-

Sincere?’- Taner

Yh te Lanorenn-on

7, Douelas Tawrason,
Assistant Deaan



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

JEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

STATISTICAL LABORATORY

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA December 15, 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Wiener:

Your telegram was received last Monday, and everyone
in the Laboratory is distressed. We most sincerely hope
chat the cancellation of your talk is not due to a case of
illness or some other emercsency in vour family.

On Monday I tried to phone you from Lick Observatory
out was not successful in getting you on the line, which
reinforces my fears of some serious trouble in your home.
In cases like this every letter, and indeed every other
interest from the outside, is inopportune, and I dictate
this letter with a substantial amount of hesitation. If
I write to you it is because of responsibility for the
neeting.

Will you kindly let nie know whether your inability
to give the lecture is combined with inability to give us
the manuscript. Also, and this is urgent, if you have a
manuscript completed do you think it would be rossible for
anyone to read it at the meeting in your stead?

“1th best nersonal rr -

A sincerelv

Nevman

N mx
3} A.

\

TH: md

ac: Dr. Rees



JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
551 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK 17 +: N - Y

[ beg to acknowledge, with the thanks of the Foundation,
the receipt of your confidential statement concerning

re Atidlvew G. oeeT &gt;

+

oF
iy ienry Allen Moe

Secretary General


