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August 12, 1954
Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge 39, Massachusetts

Jear Professor Wiener,

Upon returning from my vacation, I carefully went over
your reply of August third to Dr. Russell's letter about the lec-
tureship at the National Autonomous University of Mexico for a
nonth or two this summer or fall. I should like, first of all,
to thank you for the serious thought you have given to the invi-
tation and also for the full explanation of your interest in the
niversity and your inability to accept the lectureship.

The Conference Board Committee will be sorry to learn
that your commitments from now to the end of the academic year
1955-56 prevent you from considering any additional foreign as-
signments at this date. I know that the Committee will under-
stand, and I am sure that it will welcome your candidacy for a
similar lectureship after 1955-56, when the demands upon your
time and energy will perhaps be lighter than at present.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your
letter to the Department of State with a request that its contents
be reported to the University of Mexico. In this way the Vice-
Minister of Education and your many friends at the University may
be assured of your contiming interest in them individually and in
their institution.

Dr. Russell and I enjoyed reading your enthusiastic com-
ments on your sojourn in India last year. It is good to know that
you will be back there for part of 1955-56. You have the best
wishes of the Committee, as well as myself, for a visit that will

sring great intellectual challenge and rewarc

Sincer-’

}

ours,
.

 A Lsi 8 {, Sd

Theodore T. Dombras
Assistant to the Executive Secretary
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Imogene Seger
General Delivery
Netcong, N.J.

poubleday
Publisher

Anchor Books

1954rug.8,

gentlemen,
I am a regular contributor to the Bavarian inadio

Station in kunich, Germany. Reading Norbert Wiener's "The

Human Use of Human Beings" during my holiday, I decided that

I wanted to write a report on some aspects of this book for

2 special program of the station.

ould you please let me know if there are any

translations of Norbert Wiener'~ beok~ "= » German, or if any

such translati-nsore
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mohunetde

very much interected in the hip-joint
arog! b=” which you have been rending me to exanine.
The friccion problem necds erreful considerstinn, but
is not one one can answer offhend. If the Trosthenic

were to continue te exist in the body in exnctly the
form in which you hove mode 1t, wilhout tisrue rrowing
between the erticular eurfrcee, there would be no
problems Frankly, I doen't thins thet the slirt,
frictional drsp of the en errtus or it strnde wl.l
be of any seriousness in ce rerison with the tremendous
pull of the hin muscles. I sm rot even cert" thnt
the petiort would retire the Prictism at at”
forelr bollee lize thie hin Joint when intrastier
firto the tie-us will heve to come to en env’ helium
with the tisrues rbout them, nnd thie ir 2 motion
which vou ruet underctend much betior than 1 deo.
connective tie-ue will tend, I surnnre, to rrow
between 4lo crticulnr surfrees unlers itn sources of
nutriticn are no longer sdesurte snd until it rete
rroun of” by the motirn of the joins. Thal the
final coaliling will be, I am unnble to rny, but 3
would not be surprised if the whele joint will bocome
srgherthad in a ceneuvle of connective tia-ue ond further
rtiffneec of thie en~eile ma: net be mune’ mors {mnortant
than suricce frictisn. It is coreccivable thal shectn
of connective tisrue will rrow richt throurh the joing
cavity an’ cvon thot ther mov develo. a synovial
cavity of their own, slthourh I {nil to ees=, hewever, how
the eynoviel membranes in cuestion cnn be edequetely
nourished. In any enre, whet comes of the joins will
depend on the final outcome of the mciive procees- of
bisrue decocition and cavity formation which iteel
will depend on the derres of active ure to which the
jefvt de subjected. I crn rerrcely imorire clrcumetinnces
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gshere the main fristionnl fors= "1 ba pat~l to mein]
Fri ion.

Any competent engineer can formulate a model of
n joint with enti~Trictionsl wheele or ball bearinge
or the like, and even with gell-contained lonp-iLinme
lubricntion. louwever, it ie one thing to meke such
a joint which v* 1 be mechanically pood end to mele
one which wil firm ta exicet inside the body.
An artilicir’ ~~ it ec = te concelved aps either onened
or closed, ir . 2 “ven he more comnliceled it is,
the more room ho ©» connective tiscue to grow
irto it and to ¢'- = ” doubt if any conceivnble
pnen prosthesis can i [= rood 2s the clored prosthesis
of which vou send me a model. Tow as to the closed
prosthesise It 1s quite conceivable thet one can
nake a joint with a feir ssount of conplicrtion in
ite interior where the joint cavity is conn” ©
closed in by sheets of plastic to which t¥-
of the body do not react and which renerst
devoted {to mechanicsl anparetus fron tho
I think thir con be done, but I am net
thet 1t 1g orth doing. rheste ef nlac
to continuel flexion and torsion pre se wv
rs living joint tiscuee themselves withouo
renairinr ability of living joint ticouer
ie tre slirsktecl tesr in the artificivr »rot
sormle, the riturtion will be thet of en ¢--
211 the metericle, inclu’ine~ the lubricert. sen
into the Joint, will sudienly be brourhi phy’
inride of the body, and I don't %row how ths ==
tolerete them. Under moet circumetricec, 7 ohe
be vory much slraid thet the formation of en
shecenr nnd the beret outcone you could hone eC
n riturtinn will he a new overrtinn and e new nragthee’

Moreover, once the protsctive censule is npenehrsts
the ingrovtih of tisrue ef which I epoch [
of an oren joirt covliy would alnest be ©
peecur and the best result which I "hive
expect will be eo fibrous ankylored jo!
en all for a joint nrosthesia, a few a:
them metnllic or herd plartic and nore c.
For cutting down friction, 1 em in fever
a? lnree =srtoaoth eurfacee with the hoa 170
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Ie Yerner Yobel ’ August 17, 1954

than with eny certainty thet I an rishi, whether it
micht not be a rood 1dea to have the mriific?~* scetndbulum
and guard ring penetrsted by hele ~- JW re
forms inelde ol the joint, it can be hes:
and betler able to develon its oun symovir:
*~ a matter that I connot snswer offhand end

believe nobody can answer o0Thend, but it 1 ww
&gt; gonsiderzhle anount of animal sy eriment-
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to you. How as ~» down ena © an

suff'icisntly far eo % 1 “ive, I should
like to soy that tre eh “eenlmaesn yh hen ye thot the
firat chapter contains a go~4 A--, nf mate rearsgrnine postulotion-
alien and conetructionaliem whieh mw yecaives $44 Mil exnlanctiion
in the recond chapter. 1 do net think thst '% would be too difficult
bo transfer a bit of the ¢incussion earlier and iaprove the senuence
in each chapter individ "v. snd in the tue chenters togather,
Otherwice, end apart from - = wunll metiers, some of wich I hove
already ohserv-i ff en rother satisfied with the &amp;7'=
bwa Abed

gecorarr

fafa
me

yee

Tow pa tn the third chenter.
romper od ae

Traiine thet IT chould have waited,
terrd from you about Chapter II

our rer vl concerning Chevter IT leave
and editerisl wort in my own hands, and without

"reaumed thet thet would be true e® Chanter III
&gt;» rend out my wor'zs ev Chanter III over twe

wotrer MafPicult time for me, but lorenret
“sr our tro rrandchildren, and when
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A ~“readchildren heve left and day
3 or temarra, Yorens Hriiekine tha month with an aute
tris into the i ritive Fr ne Cirw Lm a roel veccilon of
our vneertion, and afler it I shail be Por most (1 the ro. Ye T, ™.
Ihere I believe that we can do about e chapter a weck. As things
loolc now, thie Look: will £it inte about twslve chanters, or four hundred
pares, which I think will amount to eomething like 110,000 words.
I shall expect that you will went to cut it in parte, and nrobably
bo amplify it in other parte, but et lonst there is enough mnterial,
go that it can eisnd a certsin omount of priming without dirindling
pwnye I 8m nol trying to write the book with &amp; demend for furiler
cutting, but I think it 4s beiter to err om the lone them an the short
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my © of owioa Mo sma 0 MOT, Te and rec x roduction to the new
que=tum mechanica “¥, 83 I vmderetand it. will cover that
peried of werk a | * h Bern and ny zo + together with

my subsequent year ... cotiingen and ag moh Chapter V will
stretch frou January 1927 to the {~717 + *hia reriod Lhe
chief mattere of intersst are my eo + the birth of
my children, my tvo definitive popers ~ ~ad hermonic
enalyeles and on Tauberian theorems, r— r-mve-~ vith Struick, my
summers in the 'hite YNountainas, and mv onr'reering venturas wiih
Yonnever Bush and Y. Ys lec. Chaple= 7 1 be concerned with my
yeer in Ingland end that period of my return t~ He I. Te when my
chief problems were my work with Peley snd rr “ath~r'g accident.
Thiz ie as far ae my plone are fairly defir ve. Chapler YII I ax
proposing Lo devote to the period between my father's scecident and
py tris to Ching in 1235 snd Chapter VIII Lo my Chinese trin.
Chanter IX should carry me on to the world we. and Chenier X should
cover my wor sctivitier. Chepler 1 ghould be devoled to my Mexican
contacts and the genesis of cybernetine. =n=2r ¥77Y ghould cover
Lhe guccesz of eyherneiica and mv io Teas © pee thel
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August 17, 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener,
South Tamworth,
 ew Hampshire

Dear Professor Wiener,

Reference is made to your letter dated August €,
1854 to Mr. Lawrence J. Fogel. (nis is to confirm our
arrangement to receive your consultation at Stavid
Engineering, Inc., Plainfield, New Jersey, on Septeab:
20, 1954. Your fee of $200 will be paid at that ti

, unless you request payment in advance.)

"&gt; are looking forward to meeting with you,

-

Sin- SgTure

LJEF:rh

A
Ta

a



AMERICAN SOGIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS
Planning Advisory Service  - News Leller - Jouning Digest

-

1313 EAST SIXTIETH STFr"E:=7 &gt; CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS e TTFPONE FAIRFAX 4-3400

august 17, 1954

PRESIDENT

FRANCIS A. PITKIN
Executive Director,
Pennsylvania State
Planning Board

VICE-PRESIDENT

HENRY J. SULLIVAN
Chairman, Detroit
Metropolitan Area Regional
Planning Commission

TREASURER

FERD KRAMER
President, Chicago
Metropolitan Housing
and Plonning Council

CONSULTANT
WALTER H. BLUCHER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HUMPHREY CARVER
Chairman, Research
Committee, Central
Mortgage &amp; Housing
Corporation of Canada

CARL FEISS
Chief, Planning and
Engineering Branch
D.S.C.U.R.—H.H.F.A.

JOHN C. HOULIHAN
Chairman, Oakland City
Pianning Commission

HAYDEN B. JOHNSON
City Manager,
Poughkeepsie, New York

PARK H. MARTIN
Executive Director,
Allegheny Conference on
Community Development

THOMAS F. McDONOUGH
Chairman, Boston City
Planning Board

HAROLD V. MILLER
Executive Director,
Tennessee State
Planning Commission

LAWRENCE M. ORTON
Commissioner, New York
ity Planning Commission

RAFAEL PICO
Chairman, Puerto Rico
Pianning Board

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DENNIS O’HARROW

Mr, Jeson Epstein
Doubleday Publishing Compeny
575 Madison Avenue
yew York, New York

Deer Mr, Epstein:

Professor Norbert Wiener of MIT is giving the Keynote Address
st our forthooming Kational Planning Conference. His subject
is "Short-Time and Long-Time Planning," While wa have hls per-
aigeion to include this eddress in our published conference ;TO-
ceedings, he nas guggested thet we clear with you since his
sddress will be besed on material he hes prepered for the book
whieh you ere publishing for him.

The proceedings of the ASPO Nationel Plznning Conference have
been ublished ennuelly for twenty years, They incorporste ell
the speeches that are presented at the conference, we, of course,
very much went the Keynote sddrees by Professor Wiener to be in
cluded in the proceedings of the 1954 Netionzl Plenning Conference,
and we trust thet this will be gatisfectory to you. The proceedings
which go to the mewbers of the Society, ere included in the merber~ |
ship fee. They ordinarily include between 60 and 70 papers bi
at the conference, There 1s only one edition of the proceedings,
4,000 copies, which sctuelly would come out about April 1955.

We are enclosing &amp; copy of the preliminary program which will give
you en idea of the pepers to be presented.

Sincerely,

DOHsdp gxecutive Director

Enclosure

1934
1954 | National Planner bs

7
Ad
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South Terworth
New He pshire
purest 17. 1054

"iss Darbars Lovett
sales and Advertising
The University of Chicano Press
5750 Fllis Avenue
Chiczro 37, Illlnols

Dear "isa Lovett:

I 2m on my vacation in the White Tountolns, so
bhat the hook TUE TJIAY AVITAL has not got to re
yete I may or may not wrltc you a review on it,
but T cistinetly do not wish to bind nysclf in advence
to writine any conment on eny book thus submitted
ne. Such a comrzent is worthless unless I meke &amp; real
1ntcllectual effort and with my schedule of worl: this
1s -orc then I cen taze, It is only on this condition
thet I will cccept any books sent me, anc if you find
this too restrictive, I shall return the toox to
vou ot once.

TET &gt; y OUTS

Torbhert Vieancr

mele

} N

N - r— a

 ORSAY -
=i
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Prof.Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Dept.
M.I.T.
cambridge. Mass.

Dear Professor Weiner:

Four years ago, 1 asked myself the following question which
l] am sure will interest you. Suppose that a chemist knew all of the
chemical reactions that were going on within a second, within a
hypothetical living cell, how would he go about the organization
0f this information and from it be able to derive the first field
squation for living systems?

Such thought; almost caused my dismissal from college at the
time, however, 1 have since then created the theory of Quadrant
echanics, a new field theory which is concerned with both living
and inert systems. little did 1 think that my question would lead
ne to relativistic mechanics snd the allied fields.

The result of my work is as follows. The derivation of the
first field equation for living systems, which for inert systems
breaks down into the Einstein equation. Another equation for the
calculation of the number of Events per second of time within a
ell, and another equation which gives the Time needed to annihilate
a given Mass.

All of my work has been done with a hypothetical "model cell"
which 1 have reconstructed for theoretical use only, and my interest
in the subject is only of an academic nature. The theory is
concerned with a new entity known as Cosmic Entropy and although the
vork is as yet unpublished it has attracted much attention.

Of late 1 have been concerned with the problem of so-called
quadrant Matrices, which is a package of information and 1 have
been trying to establish symbolic methods of representing the
universe from a Time Zero to the present. The same method would of
sourse apply to the growth of chemical systems until they formed
*he first living cell.

The entire theory has been written in a story form and in
a very easy language which requires only about an hours reading. 1
vould greatly appreciate it, if you would be kind enough to take
a look at the manuscript. I would be most happy to send you a copy
at once. I only wish that 1 knew some more about the information
theory, lam a chemist by training.

¥ith my profound Respectr

Sincerely,
August 18,1954
Hatfield, Ps.

Minas Ensaniau
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ELI A. GROSSMAN

Jice-President — Actuary
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LIFE INSURANCE
MATTHEW WOLL, PRESIDENT

200 EAST 70ra STREET

NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

En44
Telephone:

TRafalgar 9-2800C

Ausust 18, 1954.

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Mass. Institute of Technole-
Tembridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiene-

Because this Actuerial Note involves
the La Flace transform, I am taking the liberty of sending
you &amp; copy. This note will sppear far from elegant to an
outstending and esteemed mathematician like yourself.
iowever, you are probably interested in knowing in what
fields some of the Tech graduates are working.

Sincere”

Lac = Gaia
Eli a. Grossman

Vice Precident-Actur—v
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

August 18, 195k

Professor Norber
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

*aner

Jegsr Professor Wiener:

1 em very much surprised thet further meteriel
concerning Tunturl hes come to you. As you know, I
sent him a rather discouraging letter early in June.
Iis reply, a copy of which I em enclosing, ceme efter
I had left for Colorado and was here on my return.
“rom his reply I assumed (perhsps too optimistically’
thet he probably would not come, and in any case
thet he would write sgain if he actua!ly decided thet
he would still like to come.

Do you suppose there 1s any chence thst he hes
deciced to =~ elsewhere but has failed to notify the
Jenartment ¢ Heelth, Education, and Velfere to this
effect? I hope this is the cese. I am verv sorry
that you are beinz troubled with this

Tews,

ay

na

5:
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TT, 175k

Dr. W,T. M-mt"-
Depertmen”
MeIloTs
Tambridece Meo

Deer Professoeo

Heed
Vy mam AT

“ wp
vw ¥ 2

MT

Thenk you for your letter of June &amp;, 195, I em
sorry not to heave renlied sconer but &amp; virus Ine
f~oction z2cquired enrcute to Boston hes kent m
from it.

[ must admit my fellowshin prorosesl is unnsuel in
that it is virtuelly ° - 1 pgrrcduste level;
hecause of this your sug t tske the trah-
ing elsewhere 1s &amp; worthwn: one which I shall
neve to consider cerefullv., rdowsver, I must beg
to defer any decision until I can return to my
&gt;Ifice and evaluate the matter

7 *vteopregtr fT HY alases— ” de

 3?ir
—~

Tunturi
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C11 ENCYCLOPZEDIA BRITANNICA

 i ya
al

OFFICE OF
‘HE EDITOR

August
18
1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
dathematics Department
fagsachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridese 39, Massachusetts

Jear Professor Wiener:

For the forthcoming printings of the Encyclopaedia Britannica we are planning
to include two new articles INFORMATION THECRY and CYBERNETICS. The first of
these, because of mechanical reasons, will appear in the set one printing sooner

[ am writing to ask if you would be able to undertake the preparation of the
article on CYBERNETICS. Our adviser has suggested that you might also agree
to assume responsibility for the article INFORMATION THEORY , having one of
your associates or assistants prepare it, Since the two articles are so closely
interrelated, we felt that you would wish to work closely with the author of
[NWFORVMATION THECRY.

Our present plan is to allot each of these articles a length of 3,000 words.
The Britannica rate of payment of two cents per word for new copy will apply.
Since INFORMATION THEORY is scheduled for inclusion in the set in the next
printing, we should like to receive it by December 15, 195,., Howaver, we shall
not need to receive CYBERNETICS until March of 1955,

Ne should be very pleased to learn that you may be able to prepare the article
on CYBERNETICS and to have your assistance on the preparation of INFORMATION
THEORY,

Ne shall look forward to hearing from you on this matter at your earliest possible
convenience since we are quite anxious to learn your reaction to our plan and
have your recommendations for poe-*!.7.. authors for INFORM TICHN THEORY.

Sincerely yours,

 a)adtze
|

&gt;

v

4

Nalter Yust
Editor

NY: jw



South Tamworth
New Hampsnire
Auvzust 18, 1954

Professor W. T. Martin
Department © * ‘athematics

Hassachusc »=titute of Technology
Cambridce 7: ~aggohusetts

Dear Professor Martin:

Professor Wiener has left on a short
trip. A letter came today from Dr. Archie Tunturi
which contained the following passage’

"TI regret to inform you that {it will be impossible
for me to take the ‘ellowship which you so kindly
offered to sponser this f-7

Since there had been previous correspondence concerning
the man, I thouscht it wise to write you about this
present development.

Sinerrely vours.

Summer Secretary
Hnrwhett Wiener



K. SREENIVASAN.
B.Sc., A.LL.Sc., M.l.E.E,. S.M.l.R.E., MEM.A.l.E.E., F.A.Sc.,

PROFESSOR.

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL

COMMUNICATION ENGINEERING

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE.

BANGALORE 3, S. INDIA.

19th August 1954,
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WERNER NOBEL, M.D.
474 MAIN STREET

GREENFIELD, MASS.

TELEPHONE 9706

August 20, 1954

Professor Norbert Weiner
South Tamworth,
New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Weiner:

It was very kind
and thank vou for the

Indeed of you to answer my letter so promptly
return of the prosthesis.

Several points you made will be very helpful. I agree that the
present form of fixation Into the acetabulum 1s not adequate though
I believe much of the strain 1s more in a vertical direction and
will be borne by the hollow of the acetabular cavity rather than by
the screws. Still, the fixation should be improved.

Ags to lubrication, if at all possible, I want to get away from
It and 1t 1s posgible that one part,may be the socket part of the
Joint,can be made from nylon which 1s well tolerated, strong, and
needs no lubrication against metal.

As to the growing in of tissue, I had not given it much though
until you raised this point and I think 1f we can make all the
openings of the prosthesis into the body tight there wlll not be
such a problem.

Thank vou again for vour kind interest and suggestions.

Yo ure verv “rulv

WN: JR
Jz rhe

2

ar
 “~

-
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS

$750 ELLIS AVENUE. CHICAGO 37 -ILLINOIS

August 25, 1954

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

Dear Dre Wiener:

Thank you very much for your polite note. When we
sent you THE HUMAN ANIMAL it was not at all our
intention to put you under any obligation. We under-
stand that you may not find it possible or desirable
to comment on the book. Naturally, if you choose
to read it and comment on it, your words will be
nseful to us.

I hope you have a pleasant vacation, and I am sorry
if I introduced a routine note into it,

Sincerely

7S bts lows!
Barbara Iovett
Sales Department



DOUBLEDAY &amp; COMPANY, INC., Publisher MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 ~ MURRAY HILL 8-5300

Re ye}

Na-

hark you very much for sgendinrg Chapter 2 in 1ts new
version. I have had a chsnce now to reed it tnrocugh
once, but since it contains a lot of important material
I wouid like to spend some more time on 1% before dis-
cussing it in detail. tleanwalle, I zssume that you are
NOrking on Cnanter 3

Rey ano Moz Wierer,

vo

rofessor horbhert Wiener
Sandwich
vert Hoamosnlire

-r-a



UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

SEATTLE §

August 20, 1954

Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiemer:

In your Human Use of Human Beings (revised edition)

vou mention (pp. 92 and 187) some work of Dr. Benoit

Mandelbrot on the distribution of word lengths in an

yptimal language. I find no reference to this work

in the sources available to me. If you would mention

on the enclosed self-addressed postal card any more

specific information on the man or his publication,

[ should be very much obliged.

Yours sincerely,

Sidney /S. Culbert
DeparFaent of Psychology

y ——

Enclosure
SSC:er



"tem Hoenlp
24th St,

~i_ 2

Nome ees 1074

Ur. Norbert Wiener
Jassachusztte Institutzs of Technology
cambridgzs, Msssacnusetts

Jcar Doctor Wiener,
Lor several ysars Men's Hall Ascoclstion, a local

fraternity at DePauw University has bzen aware of the need
for increasing student interect in the evints of today and
for devsloning = s¢re=ter apvnreclation on the campus of their
significance. For this purcose ws have cponscred sirce 104%
sn annual forum te which we invites lzaders who have talisn
active n2art in the affairs cof their community z2né nation and
vho have shown conzern for the sducational development of
20llex= students.

If 1t could poscsikly Ye arr nugsd, we ould lize to
rave you address a meeting open te the stucsnt Tody and
townsczo.le on a tonic in vour fi=1ld whlch ycu feel wceculd be
of interest, 4c esneclally would welcome an €xdolaratlion of
Jyteranstice; on the cther hand ws would apcocreclate anv othsc
zu sestions whlch vou mioht fave.

A tzntatlive datz cf C:totver 13% has ben szt for this
forum. However, if thls date 1s not satisfactory witn vcu
sid If you would ~ive us two or three sossitbtle Cates during
Cctoter or Novemter, w= would exert our best effcrts to maxke
arreri-om=ats of the University Calendar

TEcmmae Yours

+illiam Hoenig
Chm, rutlicity Committee
Mente Ha11 Acscnciation



The Authors League of America Inc.
SIX EAST THIRTY-NINTH STREET + NEW YORK 16, N. Y. « TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 9-4950

August 27, 195k

VICTCRY NOTICL
TO AUTIIORS LEAGUE IMEMBLRS

The Universal Copyright Convention was ratified
by thz Senate on June 25th. The necessary implementing
doniestic legislation, HeR. 6615, passed the House on
July 29tn. For nearly three weclis thereafter it was
feared thet the bill might get subrierzed by the Senate
log jar, but finally Senator Hendriclison (R, Neds) got
it to the surface and it pessed the Senate at 5:50 pom.
oni Auesuct 18th.

So after nearly half a century of struggle and
frustration, our country has joirecd with a large
mnejority of the other countries of the globe in an
agreement to protect the rights of the creators of
Literary material. We can celebrate.

Mery organizations and individuals had a share
in the campaign which has ended co happily. This
notice is sent you for three purposes:

ls To crow on behalf of the league.

¢ To make sure that all League members know
about .

3¢ To extend thanks, on behalf of the League,
to the rany members who sent letters and telegrams to
Senators and Representatives ot various points in the
long campaigns We have been assured from Washington
that tlinse communications influenced the issue
irmortentlye

Rex Stout
President

Officers
President, REX STOUT

Vice-President, JOHN HERSEY Secretary, ERIK BARNOUW

Council

LILLIAN SCHOEN ANDREWS HERBERT FIELDS

ERIK BARNOUW JULIAN FUNT

JACK BENTKOVER J. C. FURNAS
HOWARD BRESLIN GILBERT W. GABRIEL

HECTOR CHEVIGNY RUTH GOODMAN GOETZ

RUSSEL CROUSE ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS

HAYS, ST. JOHN, ABRAMSON ano SCHULMAN, Counsel

LILLIAN HELLMAN FRANCES LOCKRIDGE

JOHN HERSEY RICHARD LOCKRIDGE
LAURA Z. HOBSON ROBERT LUCAS
CHARLES HURD IRA MARION

E. J. KAHN, JR. SAM MOORE
HOWARD LINDSAY NORMAN OBER

LUISE M. SILLCOX. Execntive Secretary

£ om

ARNOLD PERL ARTHUR SCHWARTZ

ANN PETRY SHELDON STARK
SAMSON RAPHAELSON
ELMER RICE REX STOUT

RICHARD RODGERS VICTOR WOLFSON

HOWARD RODMAN STANLEY YOUNG

EVELYN F. BURKEY. A:s" Executive Secretary



LG Longmeadow Apts.
Hagerstown, Md., August 28, 1954

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

ho

=

Dear Professor Wiener:

My work with Fairchild Aircraft Corporation has
brought me to the subject of OPERATIONS ANALYSIS, as the
term is used by the Air Forces, the Navy, etc. I have
looked through your book on CYBERNETICS end found some
slues which point in that direction.

Cen you suggest a good book on OPERATIONS ANALYSIS
by yourself, by von Neumann, or som ther authority?

The enclosed postcard is for your convenience
in replving.

Thenk you very much for your assistance in
this mgtt~=r.

fours sincerely,

 mn
Vick JY

Encl.

f rj ~



Con1/23S247
August 30, 1954

Dr. Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dre. Weiner:

Max Schuster told me I might write to you directly although, un=
fortunately, I haven't had the opportunity of meeting you.

I am hoping I shall have that opportunity soon —— specifically,
in connection with Kip Fadiman's radio program Conversation,
which is described somewhat in the enclosed clipping from the
New York Times of August 8th.

The response of Americans to this program has been heartwarming.
Apparently, it fills a void left by the lamented departure of
Information Please. Indeed, its success has been so great that
NEC has enthusiastically renewed us for another thirteen weeks,

This is a project which, so far, is not making much money for
anybody. We have found that people seem to be anxious to help
because they enjoy good talk, and because they believe the in-
fluence of such a program on listeners cannot help but be a useful
ONee

T imagine you have quite a busy schedule ahead of you, but I do
hope your schedule will permit you to join us in a Conversation
which we've tentatively entitled, "What inventions havebenefited
maniind mostft

We would like to record about an hour's conversation on tape-—-
from which we will cut a half hour program, and schedule it for
hroadecast.

Do you plan to be visiting in New York this Fall, as we would very
mich like to establish a recording date that is most convenient
for you, should you care to join us in Gonversation.

Ne will take the liberty of calling you about this in a few days.

In any event, thank you very much for taking the time to read this
letter.

eine «3

375 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 22. aT

7
Toundie . Cowan

ump

PI.AZA 9.3700



THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY,;*AUGUST 8, 1954.

ABOUT ‘CONVERSATION’
A Moderator Seeks to Explain the Aims
Of a Radio Show Featuring Just Talk,.

co ¥o.

By CLIFTON FADIMAN""~ .
The author is moderator for “Conversation;”’- heard over WNBC on!

Sunday evenings from 7:30 to 8 o'clock.
¢é ONVERSATION” started, Credo )

it¢'radio career on Sun. There is no preparation. No
C day, June 27, Our aim oi making. On the other hand,

simple enough. It's tolbecause we believe the audience
nelp restore to a marvelous .andjwants something beyond casual
somewhat "abused medium ofl chit-chat, we try for something’
zommunication a certain sound. beyond it and are not ashamed to!
That sound is the sound of truth. say that we try to speak as well
Not THE truth. Just truth, Call'as we can rather than as’ cas-
it genuineness if you wish. We|ually as we can.
Jon’t debate. We don't argue. We do not believe our audience
We’ don't settle anything. We|is any dumber or brighter than
don't try to persuade each other we are. We do believe they are
or_4he audience. During thirty|endowed by God with rational in-
minutes of what we try to make|telligence and are eager to use
reasonably civilized, reasonably!this intelligence. We don’t know!
diverting talk, we try merely tolhow to talk down, We don’t know'
be: ourselves, for whatever weihow to talk up. We are not even
may be worth. sure we know how to talk, but
 Though some of my colleagues, We're trying to learn. :

ate learned enough, they don't] Why is conversation becoming
pose as’ authorities, We've had|a decreasing part of our national
and ‘will have on the show suchilife? Why need it be merely
men as: Bennett Cerf, Marc Con-|{the exchange of opinions derived:
nelly, Alan‘ Green, H. Allen from one’s favorite newspaper or
Smith, Corey Ford, Jacques Bar-/commentator? Or exchange of
zun, Bergan Evans, Glenway gossip? Or exchange of. second-
Westcott, Sam Levenson, Alj{hand anecdotes? Cd
Capp, Steve Allen and Sylvester{ Conversation is-one of man-
Weaver. © We don’t want from kind’s oldest, .most delightful,
these men final judgments or sys- Most gracious arts. We believe:
tematic exposition of a point ofthat radio and TV can help in a
view. We do want diverse, hon-{ modest way to revive it. They
est and—we hope—entertaining|can help to restore on the air
play of their minds on the hun-j:he beautiful seund of truth, the
dreds of topics that should engage} sound of the voice coming out of
the attention of civilized menla real human being, a human ——
and women, being who's not selling you any-|micks, no electric organ, no re-

What do we talk about? Al- thing, not cajoling you, not flat-|frigerators to give away, no!
most anything that might inter- tering you, not patronizing you,|prepared ad libs, no timeliness,

est an alert human being, exclud- not charming’ Ion and not acting|no “celebrities,” no folksiness and
ing politics, religion and the i part—but just being himself. |no message. We have nothing to
topical news of the day. About| Good talk is play.. Just ithe|offer but the contents of four
a2 week in advance I assign a play of the mind, dressed up with{minds—or at any rate three—
general springboard topic to my!as much wit and point and fresh-{working freshly and without
colleagues. Here are a few We|ness as possible. Neither rddio|solemnity on a given subject.
have discussed or hope to discuss: 'nor television has so far suc-|FPerhaps this is not enough. Per-

What's Funny?;TheBestTalk-:eededinprojectingthis play of haps to succeed on radio or
ers I've Met; Gripes and Grouses, he mind. We're making a tenta-|television you have to have a
Middle Age; American Women; ive stab at the job, trying to|“show.” We don’t think so. We
My Utopia; What Are Youldo it without the acid accent of{think there is a small niche avail-
Afraid Of ?; The Minor Pleasures;-ontroversy or the soap-box yelp|able just for good civilized talk.
of Life; My Childhood; Thel +f propaganda. “Conversation” is hoping to find|
Iragtest Tiving Whritere Wa have no “vattern.” no gim-ithat niche and fill it.



South Tamworth
“Tevye ryan

Jr. Mary Brezler
fage=c tts Gencral losnitel
"a. co anehinatte

Neg rr

The accompanying letier is verv dictreesing, but
[ don't nuite sea what I aa to fo £bnat.it, Can you
out ©. ‘n the best possible hande: I exnect Cobb ir
thg man, hut I em not sure.

. have been having a very busy sum-er un in the

nounteinas and have just come back from e tris to the
faritfme Provinces. I em enger to henr more about the
sucreanf our methoder in brain wavar.

ianer
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To  qa

thirk thet it ie a mistelre to atinch to a porticular
invention or intellectunl concert a nradesincteans'r-
slither in destruction or in construction. a ontome

fectory and autoratization in general cor, lz true, be used
in 2 sturid woy for destruction. But thet vo no intrinele port
of tho ldees involved. Vhellor we like it or noi, we shell have
bo live with: theese new idens and to lesrn to e::loy then
constructively, and to fail to do so is the morzl equivalent of
doing our eity plamning on the basis of whet I concider to be
the felee medliovalism: of Cram. It is one thins to build a city
or to Tound a rernre of idesr, wren certain woseibilitier are
not there end enother thingy to throw out neenibilities thet sctue?ty
exist becouse we don't like to think them throurh. I consider
Cranm's medlevellen a nostiche and I consider any ettem-t to do
plansine which ie unewere of the aultometic factory alunye a
pactliche. Paciichee ere by the necesrity of thelr own mnie un
Blunye second rote. Tor exmmmle, it would be a nartiche for =
modern slaywerlcht to write clays nlon the lines of tlose of
turipedes wlthoul showing somevhere thet he worn consclous of
Freud. By this I do nol meen thet I -ut much value on the
sedenvically Treudien nlay, bul certeinly the difference between
burlsedes and modern writers doinr a pastiche of Eurinedoes ie
that Furivedee, if he hind ever heerd of the we»: of Freud, would
heve been ithe I'rst nerson to show Freud's inTluence if he were
livin- eb the present doy. The great psralvsing factor in the
cere of an over-antijuarian aulhoer or sychiilect, ig thet he ia
profoundly dif "erent fron the real ancient author or architect
or artist, sad thet he deliberately throws out someithins thot he
cove, whereas the raal originator does not hove to devotre his
ef Tert to the amnilistion of nerd of the influences about hiz.
Ihe effort enend in coneellation of any !mowledre ie nerotive and
Wwe can no more ret back into the Crrden of den thet wey than we
can by tryine to unisete the fruit which silvers ur the mavledca
AT ond ond evil,
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© been awey on an auto tour for almost two
-~wa received no word from Enstein ae vi,

ant evite clear of the statue of the oublicatior
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the material I have nrenared for inclusion in my
comine bool rather than it is nert of the +
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{here hae been cone confueion in the correr-ondence
whic I have received fron members of your orranization
ae to whether our coneultntion of “entender 20.
teke place in Plainfield, or as 8 lecture in Urbans.
I acoume that your letter of Aupuct 17 supercedes
othere end thet the conference is to take nlsce %.
Plainfield. I then susnore thet the best arrsnpement
to make will be for ~r to come by vlaone the previous
night to Newark fir ield and to leave from the Newerk
Airfield the night of the twentieth for Rostone Un
here in the mounteins T have not the plane schedules
available. ¥ill you rrovide for meeting me rt the
plane and delivering me to the plene, thet co
n11 transnortation in Wew .T-—
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Professor Yelter Rosenblith
asrechur” Inctitute of Technology
pet mepnohucetis

Yaar Rosenl

I am enclosing thie letter to you becaure think
you con recommend what the man needs more etfr rly
than 1 ean. 1 a1 perticulsrly chary about recormendine
tings to doctors since the Tunturi bueineer, wh’ ,
thank the Lord, hae fallen throuche I ehall be h-ek
in about &amp; week and ehall be delirhted te heer aw
the litile brain wavee are coaxing ple--
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~ap Cpgoenivocons

{ en sorry that by oversight I did not eirn the
sicture I sent you, but I encloce 8 rirmeture on A
sheet ¢{ tynewriter pacer. Fleace forret peying for
the ricture. It is a trifle end mokes more work {or
both of ue than the metter 1s worth. I er.joyed meeting
Mr. Prakash at ¥. I. Te 1 hove to nee 2ll oo” vou sendin
- fia where I have received an invitet’

iy heslth is holdin out very we
mocaecery * ~ that 1 don't A= -
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~211 be boeclr at “. 1. T. Saturdesy ryenine and

~ne to be able to pet in touch with you soon concerning

wa gl y 4 ~=view and to wind u» the mani ~r ~wreiye bueinese.
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