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CERCLE 4'ETUDES CYBERNETIQUES———len2nkhoVIBERNETIQUES

Monsieur et cher Collégue,

Nous avens 1'honneur de vous signaler gue notre
prochaine réunion, qui eure lieu le |

Samedi 2T novembre 1953, 4 I6 hn 45,

l'Institut d'Histoire des Sciences,F—————Rk0lTedesSciences
I3, rue du Four, Paris, 6°.

Sora corsacrde A unc discussion sur le sujet suivant

"DELIMITATION DU DOMAINE PROPRE A LA CYBERNETIQUEYtt poematngpomotgn at ee eee iri F — = m——

Nous vous prions d'agréer, Monsieur et cher-Callsd~
gue, l'expression de nos sentiments les plus distinguds.

Le Secrétaire,
R. VALIER

Carre spondance
SET~-CERCLE D*ETUDES CYBERNETLOUES, 2 rue
Mabillen - Paris (6°)





TNIYVERSITITY OIF IDIENVEIIR
(COLORADO SERIDNAIRY)

Deryvier, CornomraDO

DIVISION OF CORMIMPMATUTNACATION

Movember 1, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Mass. Institute of Technology
Jambridge, Mass,

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I have no desire to seem impatient, Yor
I know you are extremely busy. But 1t would be
helpful to me in the preparation of the Introductory
material if I were able to have a title for the
paper you have so kindly agreed to present at the
National meeting in New York next month.

Dr, Moreno has offered a title which should
provoke considerable comment, "A Sociometrist Visits
Vlars and Tries to Give a Psychodrama Session to the
Yapt lang, Moe

Sincerely yours,
of

&gt;eth A. Fesseriden













60 MOUNT VERNON STREET
BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS

November 2, 1953.

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Professor Wiener:

I have at last heard from
Marquand, and alas and alack he is not well enough
yet to have a meeting with us. He says he hopes
to later on.

He is still recovering from a coronary,
and states his condition is that of being pretty
weak and tied down to his place in the country.

JHM/F

Sordially yours

-

va Ame



FORTUNE
TIME &amp; LIFE BUILDING

ROCKEFELLER CENTER

NEW YORK 20

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

November 3, 1953

Dear Profesor Wiener:

With our article finally off to the printer

I want to thank you again for all the time

you spent helping us get information theory

straight (I hope.)

As I reread the finished article it seems as

though we achieved only a once-over-lightly;

let's hope that we can return to the subject

again in a few years.

(I'm rather proud of the photograph -- hope you

1kke it.)

Thanks again for everythlng.

Tas ld

nl Sele
rank Bello



TRANS WORLD AIRLINES, Inc.
1COL STREET,

BOSTON 8, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S. A

November 3, 1953

Dr. Weiner
M.I.T, Dept. of Physics
77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Weiner:

snclosed you will find an itinerary sheet listing your confirmed
reservations. On the back of the sheet you will find a list of
visa snd health documents required for the countries you are
visiting or tronsitine,

Mr. Tucker is presently contacting the Indisn Embassy in Wesh-
ington to obtain payuent for your tickets, and will be in touch
vith you when arr:ngements are completed,

Very truly yours,

TRANS WORLD AIRLINGS, Ine
-~

~

David W. LeBlanc
Reservations Manager

OWL emln

J.S. A. » EUROPE « AFRICA +» AS/A



y Hassachusolls Gonoral Hospital
IN BOSTON

SENERAL HOSPITAL

BAKER MEMORIAL

PHILLIPS HOUSE

Boston 74
IN WAVERLEY

MCLEAN HOSPITAL

W. FRANKLIN WooD. M.D
DIRECTOR

IN LINCOLN
BURNHAM MEMORIAL FOR CHILDREN

HALL- MERCER HOSPITAL
HUNTINGTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

VINCENT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

STORROW HOUSE

(CONVALESCENTS)

pe—————

DEAN A. CLARK. M.D.
GENERAL DIRECTOR Nov 4 1953

Jesr Norbert:

Thank you very much for correcting the original typescript
of your remarks at the International EZG Congress. These are so
important that we wanted to be sure they were published correctly.
I enclose a re-typing in case you would like to check it once
nore. There is a word on page 19 that the typist could not get.

Very sincerely,



m3 “my; | ;

WLEE a dg
or 1 ony yp i wo wile POE fewy M

Ch wrt Se i: don wll he sh

Lover, ITE4 oe shag Sb

4 ws ce

 sy ™ Sc See rsELT ST ee ashi

* ~ - y . .

TTY 4% i &gt; PAR ee ! LI EE ase wanda pe aoe ho ps Te ems - 1 »~y Abo a ! ore Ye ee eT »? 4- Yn
Ws) Ra let a aA a . wate A remy, (0 whi at bir od SV Ta Loe Lind Te Ih

~ - Uy ba - i pS; - Rh

“Te TT Tr, Loo Boa Te, wae 15 5 A 5 ” fe A ot He i 1s - 1 BE We oy —. 3 .
\ ov gn Fa ! ey OX wT my on rae aes ae gy Toe te yn yds oe - ws meg nber pe Sore men pend ¥ vay re a &gt;
ded = di ou od LC wt LA dat PA 000 Mn da. R270 J rs i 3 Erle 31 ad 3 5 Ce aan ls eh Lr 3 de dea Th = Ved ie 1

TY yi, 5 re 2, pg et yn XH Bn pa ~ wr A epg 5 5, 3 2 I $5 .Thm yer bes oa SMe ng rae ew oC Army IR Ye pry ry WY ey Ye ms ~~ PIA rm
 EET a1 t &amp; ELu. [I Lal TEST SY al laran s oo Emr LNT £7 Lhe Then ; SLURS

. Por hd ’ mM = a n 2 Fel r "

mf Ee ded ams eT me bd ey Tape yy Te ae ae Crm yey ee RT Ties ay me ETE rr 3
wr i 2 Lar he a ota Ne 4. La NAL A at ofA Ne ATL Wh nD he a LR Let LI la Rw &amp; foi Krad Kiat 3 4h wc4 eT

- “ \ . .

Ta ee qe my . mg ne po hey of png Cr peg ey 1 t ay yee up syn deem ten omy per pm tem At. pyres tem Thm eo Yu Te we wey ups CY
Phew mJ iL vy FE RTE ft Fs lo sana Whe Claagnllinh wend LY Vang rks wi er Sphie adeikod aug wig, WE haf tk $5 ari

- -~ 0% \ ~ 2 3 : ; ~ , +

1 wooo Toa ob ame TT mayb TV pe nd es con Foe Te bm ha ; Dee flan Bly 1: OYE
de Redlidl Lely Hdl ele andl go] Pam hablar LA Ji os a gndiatal tA gad Ge JADED

“ ro. - : &amp; | : 3, i n 4 en —- w=

poet be Tae te md den td ee aa ah en Tey em RS ak od ed red pn? TI ee He
 er Lat he lr mle he gd Ee Se ha Late? B20. foamd i eld Tg Lu widavlyae here dd Re I I WF

} BTA et Ee med ate Ted wo a AT FT oo t +4 Toy yd 5 5% 3 de own oT Ns #4)
By b fom Twn Ye nde REET v yp Cy © SE me Pep om bem 1 $y yobs ym Eola + a yy yen omwhl AL “dhs oid Rk il rv LO WEL Oo Fit omonon Nadd GRE A cr Xai Ag 2 a 4 £3 ell a ve io i 3 = Li vs

ad»

PLETIRL  Syp  r! od SES TIT eT ret “if gr Teenwaly HEL Le Tek A Tov Tn eh an
wll YiE lL EE a iba ~XL a Coz SL A| 2k ig Ror burst oh, Res Ud A wither! v3 5 3 Qh rw da st Raiser L

sh eq we pv 3 el be San ek dS LTT ee me ayy 575 oy J Toe meneame Cop ear vs ed oT Powe, 5° 0
weal. FNL ee dde maw Ra ll Le Gh ou a bl . saet le 3 En TE bord tink 25 § OF, wr Lo [HERP {

ce 3% fr pipet got . : %

Comry ese emnes Boam es Ley imi TEE eet Fa te I Ep ey
JN hee an ha dae ton oa eu rw LWA Le Looted a

Lo. -FT mye one
mA? hn ee Tat lang “ 3 =. TC Tag py . LA “hh oy gegen « my rpm To pd Soa “ou CL ' Awd red fs Petro =wo THT Bl 3 enn Bon Son Tmntls ot Toes led OR oar orl Eh

or ET pe a Lr LE a “ti Ye RE SERIE ; 2 - ee

Hi lal Bi oa ! o Toren er o Ge J LOE - ¥ 12m, 2 I rw ey
 hs Loy ggg porn] LO GL Ls a Boob meen ee TE en 2 ey 2d

Ingg crersanond oclomd ) 1 -nabont throu 1 fo
Pe mt pa Orly Corie vo %, Toy d mem 3 Crnbnlne oh 2 ) Td
 tee vit oot imal er Jind ee erty Mard Ane? Ae Bhs nee te at

. + Foo 2 Pe I = Pi anes 0 rete Jods J ~ A 3 ~~ 13 TY oy A ou wr 1 .
psy NS eed mda MALL OR LE Toler Pam PE ded VR AN JA « FIR mi
{ind rg en 0 3 snoamy © ogee Wogan fv ht Ren tr WE Ee IY 5 IAN oo
L - “ .« ye -p . , - EY &gt; wi. Se ce oot mr = 0 ED i oe el of SL i ed Lod a :

. &gt; Som ett } Ta tht tude ud 7 BE sgn 4 te rae La .
TRFLI I &gt; Lom abd wk wh IHR 3 » 2.5% ry my Ys + HG 1 wr Xd. 2 nd ‘ ru Y pure yp
25 Bor LY. - EEL vy fg he Dw - vw A 2 feb Th

NL a LoS reno inn ] proers rmonaomt porn :Fey, hE i ee A ve o, wy 1d. EERE T IN. wn ¥ : Fa x " rT Ei Bn ial, ek i

5” Por mn om EI rm L non thot 1 EE a (ramen
bi’! te i - Ts Si i A es iy wi OPE Wu BE “ Try 31 n pa pod ; 3 i . gait

whTo an ds 2 . Tr ty HIER, Llhe md om ay 2a Gedlel . Fle mde 3 Sosy LG Shaan
SCTIRPN. TF Jey Baia il ot ear al lw Weta .
TYG ) von tes es Toy C, WL wats ET ap

: SEE ’ 3 3 ZF Tom Tk § or ©

Teh ms PIRI AYE 5 3 : — I we pil FF eo Qn OL LITT,Er hh een : ih.) Ft Soke ne Ty Wk or 4% CY YE eT) de WLSBe2 8 Se &amp; Sob Te Tan Cr TUNIC} - Yo rt em Oey MAAR LLL * v
“ 12 a ee Ly ELT PEAR WSIO EAT Lswet Phot oa bidet Non at

234] 2 1 - . ~ © - oe wr. » 5 “iy ” “ i £3  - 3 - -
Voy emnmee In Tg gn Srl ad pe Rl en Id NT . Foe an EA cape vgn Leh

Lid REA LES Een LT 5 te We : ou 2 a er C . be Sy Prim LTH 3
" 7 ”

mr Td Neem Tee ey bay mb made - Lo TT eS ye gy Pe Tey
I TA J aly LE Aether 0h LY ae oe Fe ahd Tn 5 Yb lL ‘ a

Fy ’ Le we LY ; s » &gt; 4
Lod } £ OTTO Dra On La! £2 £5 + - EE Sen v vif yyoe gm boy JT ACA 1
\ ade J CEL fa ee le WT SARS [ “abn Vpn te shes Maa * Pd da SR, lA - LA.

v ve © ny ’ a a 5 v. ow
wm Lom et eel fig om 1 gm 5 ym a pm one de LEY Ye me = - a rg” Cwm Pn ade Te La
Gs He Ge Bande Cow vb lula Jala ot oa [SIN ww C ie wl ble ne mt "2 AS: ee tm le Ae a Yeoh line a 04

Be ad “5 2 3a FN Ls - - a Coa : Fo
Ce - Lm ewe Tan Tot spn hegre bo oon te eet hay en 2 om mY mgm ee tn ~A NL EY EY ia 08D Toes 0 aa U0 Tans ht oon DLA LI Of IY SLOQLEINA Tear 5 LL )

Phir 3 ory open pele 3098 * dln fey - i FY | 3 Bs ye JF - : 15PET YY LEE hay edn oy + oa LPL ynde my ed {1 dom magmlopr Ee se i oy ge ! J EeSTAT NWSE SLAVS In The Bag god Lav dy vo hl SC FULL OD, I No wey
; s .

r . os s co od . ANi ey ne YT Ey WTR TT TAT ERT Dm gy ” A Ee ny septs LK I 2 - 1 LEE yO TI oT TL BRE LdAATTL LCLNCOTS JOUR TL00E 8 Gael Ars RL TO A0l nh 20 us dvd i EIEN Hore. al thr Lig

- yt { Lr , “mY a T ToL Lt 2 fa asEl Sd ~ TYE fT LONER On Vd mo 4 ey Id wr pe 8 TA A 0 ey BT LRT eM (EY oan 300 Lag

 oe 2 hd 2 Soon oce Tans 3 rworLD ed ®] TOASL LEST Quill oualid el LeEPOTReR Drm id i
£2, vn ae YF FA TB0 NE Toyo - Tro Fas A) . : nn 3 om — ap 1 3 ipid Nip odpene SIR LI 4 ry ee wm my | Foe Le ye Fag A Ne vn ~ yo PO + " ong ry Peed a Em ae
ETN TT wi AAVERrALLTDS HEEBVE SE SLA LOY Loom 8 Nou OLN 0 Trove cdl DY

&amp; 3

C9 r o ve a . ¥ 3 os ‘ »
sorrrmet Flat ames Pes adit duale a0 oy vres vymvam SC oynek yesymn meen nd row poh gm de ne

BHC ci Ww wisn Sag LE iii Vi uals JL men Ue Word LG LIMOS Po ie HATE Els por LEI LATE.

TA 3 an woke 2 17 ~~ TIEY OPT ATTY 0 VR 3 Ar en 4 2 ne &lt; -y parm we yo woh ob Yee 3 EY PRTES TER 1 1 3 oe *Ju A5 SULLA 11 Ng San gn Lie wd TRY So) Lif Hl 14 Gd Tel ' STON wdisel U3 vi L000
, - “

- . ml _- Eo a pV oe ye ; 9 Loma 2 nd Seb ge pm anl Bald YF des r
Ie om Ah am TET oy Talal th] has] LF Sa |  * Po 00 “3 orem EY Ph vw i ToD Free TITRE oeme PTY TS on
Leip Boar nn ax hes : 20 de 1 do WMS ED SACI Lo 3 ae bt WARY TTL alll

fy ol Teed : ~N * ~~ &gt; 1 CSL oe * 1 "sh + 3 oe id Leboy = pm, mE y Tee mon wn, Tos pe Brae nee SLT Te ZEEE Pe Che vd ETE me ~ nO
 IT SOE In CF CLA TE Li OE se Wh ai Onn Cl ed Ley ETE

T 1 -. mci - F Li oma, ” ¥ - ~T lmerd our lochure on plusics nod rodlelns hls ovening over X07. Boa
hal Tie™ - : ; i -L200 nnn and thowhl-nrevoling indeed bul Doesn't hol thinking thal feo
sy ov gE 2 me ve a ny “ pn ‘ . ; £ 3 ) |

porJiotonorssoeshiedpele te return to Luly yrneiloe and Torset entirely
3 A Rua hu

aheul a rwestiong eu bronchi up. 18 1%, merhers. thot Ie onesth ods od

rel) Phorentatio! nrecestes ensue whlch tend bo return these minds 07 Re iy
1 ot LS

monniblo bo thelr Tovar eluwlibrlunsd Troudts own readh on bo the Slelieniin
graven umald sao he Dove been of Lhids Mind, ole. (Tors, of oolinguens woualn

mmLOTEN
Seci ee ne)

ce a ee en roe de, Tg dm Tomineat 5 xbeimi TEN TURAL ian wb ry Ym POAT

 Xa



ids HEBREW UNIVERSITYOFJERUSALEM

November 4, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.,
U.S.A.

Dear Professor Wiener,

We have heard from
Professor Harry Wolfson of Harvard University that
you intend to spend a short time in Israel on your way
to India next month.

It is a great honour and
pleasure to me to extend to you on behalf of the
Hebrew University a cordial invitation to deliver
a guest lecture at the University during your
visit here, We sincerely hope that it will be
possible for you to accept it, If so, I shall be
grateful if you will be good enough to let us
know the date and topic of the lecture so that we
can make the necessary arrangements in advance,

3 I feel sure that our.
mathematicians, physicists and philosophers alike
will be greatly interested in your lecture and
that they will be very happy, as well as the other
members of our academic staff, to make the acquainm

tance of such a distinguished scientist like your=
se °

positive reply,
Looking forward to your

Sincerely yours.

/

 vedi 67DB . Maza

President

RP /RM
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INSTITUTE FOR THE UNITY OF SCIENCE
American Academy of Arts and Sciences

28 Newbury Street
Boston 16, Massachusetts

November 4, 1953

During the academic year 1953-54 the Institute for the Unity of Science will con-
tinue to sponsor monthly discussions on topics of pertinence to the integration of
knowledge by scientific methods, At the first of the General Seminars this fall,
the discussion leader will be:

HERMANN BONDI, M, A, Fellow ot Trinity College, Cambridge; Lec-
turer in Mathematics, University of Cambridge; and
this fall lecturer for the Lowell Institute in Boston

and the Harvard College Observatory.

TOPIC: The Hypothesis of Continuous Creation and the Laws of Physics

TIME: Tuesday evening, November 17, 1953, at 7:30 p.m.

PLACE: Harvard Faculty Club, Quincy Street, Cambridge

You are cordially invited, and you may bring a guest if you desire.

If you wish to be on the mailing list for subsequent announcements of the Insti-
tute, please return the enclosed postal card to the Institute at the American Aca~-
demy of Arts and Sciences, 28 Newbury Street, Boston 16; and indicate any nece-
gssary improvement in our mail address for you, Please let us know also the name
and address of any colleagues whom vou desire to have added to the mailing list.

The Institute is cooperating in the planning of the Conference on the Validation
of Scientific Theories to be held in Boston December 27-29 under the sponsorship
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Science Foundation.
There will be five symposia:

\

“)
\

The Reason for the Acceptance of Theories
Psychoanalysis and Scientific Method
Science as a Social Phenomenon

Interpretations and Misinterpretations of Operationalism
Organism and Machine

Ly

5)

Detailed announcements of this will be mailed to all on the mailing list in a
few weeks.

Program Committee

Phillip Frank, Chairman
Percy Bridgman
Ralph Burhoe
Carl tlempel

Gerald Holton
Roman Jakobson
Philip LeCorbeiller
Walter Rosenblith

Harlow Shapley
B. F. Skinner
Stanley Stevens



CO |=:
November 4, 1953

Mr, Anthony Boucher
The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fletion
2643 Dana Street
Berkeley 4, California

Dez» Mr, Boucher:

Do you have an extra copy of the manu-
seript of the Miracle of the Broom Closet?
We have no copy here in the office, and
Professor Wiener would like one for vef-
Brence.

Would
us a copy?

it be poesible for you to send

Yours very truly,

Mrs, James Cole, Secretary
to Professor Wieney



DOVER PUBLICATIONS, INC
1780-BROADWAY a¢ Fifty-Seventh Street New York 19, N.Y. COlumbus 5-7988

November 5, 1953

Prof, Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Hass.

Dear Prof. Wiener:

Thank you for your letter of Cctober 7 concerning
Lotka's ELEMENTS OF PHYSICAL BIOLOGY.

I do hope you will take advantage of our offer
to send you some complimentary books.

Sincerely,
DOVER PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Hayward Cirker
Pregident

he/gs









November 5, 1953

Dr. Henry A. Babcock
650 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles 7, California

Dear Dr, Bzbeoock:?

Professor Wlener does not have an extra
sopy of the manuscript of his talk on the
"Theory of Prediction," given at the University
of California on October 19, He 1s, however,
now editing the talk for publication, since
the university intends to bring out in book
form 211 the lectures given in the "Mathema-
tice for the Modern Engineer" geries, This
book will appear in the spring or early sume
mer of 19054,

Yours vory truly,

Mrs, James Cole
Secretary to Prof. Wiener



! Aas JnoAGince siction
J

ANTHONY BOUCHER md J. FRANCIS McCO MAS, Editors

264° DANA "TREET, BERKELEY 4, CALIF

Nov 3 53

Mrs James Cole
Secretary to Prof Wiener
Dept of Mathematics
'assachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridge 39 Mass

Dear Irs Cole:

In answer to your querv of Yov 4:

fe never did have the ¥S of "W Norbert!s" IIRACLE OF THE BROOK
CLOSET===just tearsheets from the TECH ENGIVEERING NEWS, &amp; those
we sent to the printer some time ago.

The storyés now in type (for our Feb issue, out in early Jan);
so I'd suggest you write to our managing editor:
Robert P ills
Fentasy House
570 Lexington Ave
NY 22
&amp; see if he can furnish you with either proofs or the original
tearshecta.

Or can't the THCH ENG NEWS dig up a back issue for vou?

Hope everything works out smoothly.

ith cordial regards to Prof iiener, whom I hope to see again
next time his lectures bring him out here

Sir- -

AB:hhh
ew
- A



BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

BO EAST CONCORD STREET

30STON 18, MASS. v
DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY

NOvember 7 , 1953

Dr. Noren Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
77 Massachusetts Avenue
Roston, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

[ am writing to inquire whether you might be willing to
address the Boston University Chepter of Sigma Xi, at
lts first meeting scheduled for Thursday, December 10th
at 8 o'clock. Ever since I was elected as president of
this organization, I have had but one consuming idea in
mind end that is that you, Dr. Wiener, should be the
speaker for the océ¢asion., I find that everyone in our
group is highly enthusiastic about the possibility. The
subject could be of your own choosing but a lecture on
the general field of "Cybernetics" would be of absorbing
interest to all.

le have a membership of about 150. The room we have
reserved 1s at the Boston University campus on Commonwealth
Avenue and has a seating capacity of clese to 300; these
vill be filled, I am sure. The society has the means to
cay a token fee of $50 which we hope you will be willing
to accept.

T sincerely hope you will be able to accept, Dr. Wiener.
Javing you will start our newly organized national chapter
off on the right foot and establish a precedent difficult
to surpass in the future.

vith my sincere and high personal regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

nm ”m Lacieh
Arthur M. Lassek, Ph.,D., M.D.
President, Boston University Chapter
of Sigma X1

AMIL/1a











CENERAL OFFICES

ARMOUR RESEARCH FOUNDATION

oF ILLINOIS INSTITUTE or TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY CENTER, CHICAGO 1B
CALUMET 5-9500

November 9, 1953
N REPLY

REFER TO:

Prof. N. Wiener
Massachusetts Institute Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir,

Would you kindly send me a reprint of your article

A New Form for the Statistical Postulate of Quantum Machanics

which appeared in
Phys. Rev. 91, 1551, 1953

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

 Dd. 2. NO.)
Thomas L. Gilbert
Associate Physicist

po 1r-53

~ESFEFARCH FOR INDUSTRY



9 liovembar 1953

Jr. Yorbert “Ldener
lassachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridse, Jassachusettls

dear Dr. liiener,

T am an Alr Force officer currently wnder-

ekiny graduate work in industrial engineering at the Chio

State University. For some time, I have tried without suc-

sess to locate a covy of your paper, "The Future of Auto-

natic Machinery®, Do you possibly have any reprints avail-

=ble? If so, would you be so kind as to forward a copy and

snclose your bill.

Thank you very much for vour assistance.

Sincerely

1.00 ST5sa

siajor, USAFE

1520-20 1, 6th ive.

Jolumbus 12, Chio

73-53



EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

EMBASSY OF INDIA

R,17&lt;15
S—y

2107 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 9, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener,

As Professor II. S. Sundaram is away in
India on home leave I am writing this to acknowledge
your letter dated October 27, 1953,

Your wishes regarding official visits
during your stay in India have been conveyed to
Government and I am sure they will try their best to
meet then.

So far as travel arrangements to India are
concerned the normal practice, as laid down by Government
for all official guests, is for the Travel Department
of this Embassy to make all arrangements so that our
guests are not put to any inconvenience, 4s the TWA
have not yet contacted us, I am requesting our Transport
Officer to book for you a passage from New York to Paris
on a TWA plane on or around December 15 as suggested by
you in your letter of July 24, 1953. If you wish to
leave the United States at a later date, kindly let me
know.

4s for your travel arrangements from Paris
to Bombay, because the Government of India heavily subsidize
the Air India International, it is their practice to request
their official guests to patronize it, A4lthousgh not as fast
as the comets, this service is equal to any commercial line
which now operates between London and Bombay. I should
like to assure you that like our other official guests,
you will be absolutely comfortable on the Air India planes
snd would eniov the service that will be offered.

While, therefore, it is the earnest wish of the
Government that you may please patronize this line, if
you have an unalterable preference for the TWA, I will
instruct the Transportation Office of this Embassy to
make arrangements according to vour desires.

Kindly write to me at vour convenience,

Yours sincerely,

(i Katun
(R

Educe
Professor Norbert Wiener, F.R.S
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology
Cambridece. llaseschiusette

 ae

ar)he



Fo 17/15 Novemher 9th, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener:

As Professor M.S. Sundaram is away in
India on home leave I am writing this to acknowledge your
letter dated October 27. °= =3,

Your wishes regarding official visits
Juring vour stay in India have been conveyed to Government
and I an sure they will try their best to meet them,

So far as trav-? arrangements to India
are concerned the normal — + 1aid down by Government

for all official guests, . rave] Department of
this Embassy to make all ar: ag “ts so that our guests are
not pul to any inconvenience. 4:.° the TWA have not yet con
tacted us, I am requesting our Transport Cfficer to book for
you a passaze from New York to Paris on a TWA plane on or
around December 15 as suggested by you in your letter of
July 24, 1953, If you wish to leave the United States at
2 later date, kindly let ne know,

As for your travel arrangements from Paris
to Bombay, because the Government of India heavily subsidize
the Air India’ International, it is their practice to request
their official guests to patronize it. Although not so fast
2s the comets, this service is equal to any commercial line
shich now operates between London and Bombav, I should like
to assure you that like our other official guests, you will
be absolutely confortable on the Air India planes and would
snjoy the service that will be offered.

While, therefore, it is the earnest wish of
the Government that you may please patronize this line, if
you have an unalterzble preference for the TWA, I will in-
struct the Transportation 0ffi:e of this Imbacsy to make
arrancenents accordinz to vour desires.

Kindly write to me at vour convenience,

fours sincerely,

Sd. ReKe Kannur
Fducational Attache

Professor Norbert Wiener, F.R.Se,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Jambridese, Massachusetts,
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November 9, 1953

Sir Shanti S&amp;S, Bheatnegsr
Secretary to the Government of India
Rew Delhi, Indies

Dears Sie Shonti:

I have your programme for my stay in
Indle at hand, To me 1% looks mighty fore
midalble, end I should particularly be glad
if gomewhsre in the middle of the trip i¢
were noasible for me to have four or five
days at some nleassnt plzce to recupe-ate
snd be in condition for the =econd half of
the programme.

| [ shall avrive in Bombay on the morn
aitsunf December 24, and leave on the sfter-
noon of February 5. In view of this, 1
hope perhaps it might be possible to trans
fer my Bombsy trip to the beginning, and to
use the time thus saved to give me a west
halfway through.

Anything you c2n do to help ease what
will be a very enjoyable but tiring pro-
gramme I ehould appreciate tremendously,
and I should rather hsve the schedule
changes planned in advance, rather than
to have my heslth bresk down and be forced
to cencel arrangements when on:%a trip,

Sincerely yours §

Norbert Wiener
KW:bba
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November 9, 1653

Mr, Walter Breen
Box 1024
Mew York 17, N. XY.

Dear Mr, Breen:

Professor Wiener hae asked me to write
to you znd tell you that he would very much
1ika ta cee you and talk to you some time—
serhsng you will he making a t»ip to Boston
1ometime in the nea» futurs snd could stop
in at his ofrfize, Ho will be in India from
Deacnpber 19 to Fehruary 6, but if you would
wwe to make zn appointment fo» eny other
jate, he would bs glad Ko see vou.

{mg wersy LTwiily,

Mra, James Cols, Secretary
to Profegson YWienew
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4, Dreyfus, professeur au lycee Voltaire
58 Rue Villiers ée 1'Isle Adam
Paris, France

Cher M, Dreyfus:

Je me souviens tres bien de votre visite a
mon esols pendent llete, Il me plait beaucoup a
sporendre que vous avez pu trouver un editeur pour
vos remarques sur Berthelot, Quant a mel, Je
viens de completer la premlere version de mon
livre autobiogrephique, et J'ai trouve un edliteur
nour le sesonde velume, Il va apparvaitre chez la
nnignn twes hien connua de Doubleday.

Le dixeneuf Dasambre je serail en route aux
Indiaa, J'aw»wiveral a Paris le vingt Decsmbre et
le meatewal ls trois jours, Je me chercheral in
ahamh=a dana 1'Hotal d'Aizleterrs, Rue Jacobe, ef
Y'egnare, chew conllegue,“d'avolr l'occasion de
wamoanvalar notwe connaissance,

Meg meillenws souhalts a lima, Dreyfus et a
{1la, votwe fille, qul a aus3al heureusement fait
san banmcalaureant,

Aveg llevneotation de causer sveg vous, et so
iire les nouvelles de Beston, Je wa souslgne,
vatera Lien devnoue,

Norbert Wiensr
NWibbe
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November 9, 1953

Mr, Leayry Frank
72 Perry Street
New York l4, New York

My dear Frank:

 Many thanks for your interest in my book.
I have good news for you--it hss finslly been
socentad by Doubleday.

I am busy now on the new trestlse on ¢y=-
berneties, but after ay trip to Indias, when
the work pegins to slack off, I ehall turn
beck to the autobiography, 2nd TI bilieve that
in six good weeks! work 1 can rake the manu
seript acceptable to the sublizhers and to
nyeelf.

fany thanks again for your interest,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW:bbe
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17 novembre 1953

M, E, R, Freymann
Hermann et Cle,
8, rue de la Sorbonne
Parise V, France

Sher M., Freymann:

Cette lettre n'est qu'ta signaler que Je
nagseral par Paris en route aux Indes entre le
vingt et le vingt-deux decembre de cette annee,
jlespere pouvoir trouver in chanbre dans 1'Hotel
i'Angleterre, rue Jacobe, et sl vous voulez
sausey avec mol, vous pourrez me trouver la,
3111 y a des amis qui me voulez volr, Je serail
tres heureux a employer cette occasion en causant
aves euX.

Je n'sl pas ectit a mes amls les mathema-
ticiens de Paris mais parce que votre lidbralirie
est le centre de Paris scientifique, Je suls sur
que tous entendront les nouvelles de mon arrive,

Bien a vous

Norbert Wiener
NW:bba
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Dr. Juliug Jensen
Southern Nevada Memorial Hosp
Woast Cherlestsn Boulevard
Lag Vegas, Nevada

Hy dea Dr», J2nssn:

&gt;=]

I shell send you a bibliography of
varlsous papers about cybernetics, I am
afraid, however, that I can't give you very
muah hop2 about a non-methematisal appre-
slation of cybernetizg, because the es:ential
seve of thousht are anthemztical.

 + 1s poselble to read dbout cybernetlce
and 40 penetrate some of the ideas in a lees
nathenatiocsl way, but I don't concldew that
there is much hone of making effective
progress without a pretty thorough methemom
tical understandin of the subject, It le
the old problem of the Greeks «=~ there 1g no
royel road to kethematics, end I em afraid I
san offer you little but cold comfort.

 WWnaerely yours,

NWibbe
Norbert Wiener
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November 9, 1953

Dr. Arthur M, lLassek
Boston University School of Medicine
80 Eagt Conaord Street
Boston 18, Masgachusetts

My dear Dr. Lassek:

On Desember tenth I will be very nesrly
on my way to India to lecture for six weeks,
thlle I will technioally be st home on that
late, I shall be so occupied with prepara-
tions that I cannot undertake any formal en-
zagemente,

Moreover, I am making a definite effort
to withdraw from lecturing, as I find it
sonsumes 1rreplacesdble time need2d for my
whl research.

I hope you will unde=~tand the situ-
ation.

2ineerely yours

Wibba
Norbert Wiener
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November 9, 1953

Miss Joyee Leey;
Charlotte Memenmiel Hospltal
Nurses! Residence No, 1
Charlotte, North Carolina

My dear Mls: lee:

1 enclose a number of reprints of
erticlea on cybernetics and related abe
Jeota which I hope say be of help to vou
in your proleat, I'm sorry that I
haven't time at the present to write you
in greater detail.

Singe«~ly vours,

NW:bbe
Norbert Wiener
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Nojember 9, 1953

Lakshmi Niwas
George Town
Allighsbad 2
Indie

My dear Dr, Prassd:

I suggest that my popular lecture be on
“The Nature of Causality" end that my tech-
nical lectures be two in number, one on the
mathematics of time series, and one based on
the work which Dr, Siegsl and 1 hsve done on
the bases of gusntum theory.

I eam counting on a very
to India.

inter -ting trip

ipsrraly yours i

Norbert Wieney
NW:bbe

Aal 0)1fF
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November 5, 1953

ire James Rellbuhler, President
Nu Delta of Phi Mu Delta
450 D2ason Streat
Boetsan 13, Massachusetts

Daar, wr. Acllbunlsr:

Prnfeaaor Yieaer regrets that he will
be unable to attend thas Faculty Open House
on 3unday, Novoaber £2, 1233, becansaofa
arevisuz engagemsnt,

Laura = ~=v truly,

Mrz, James Cole,
Jeeretary to Prof, Wiener
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plss Lucy J. Smoot
4011 Baltimore Avenue
Kansas City 11, Missouri

My dear Miss Smoot:

It is delightful to hear from 0ld friends
of my fztherle, As a matter of fact, I am
learning s grest deal about that period in
Keneas Glty which wes, of course, before my
own birth, and esbout which his conversation
hed given me only a rudimentary plecture, Some
dey I hope to work up all the material for his
"lography.

As to John Dewey's ohildren, I heve known
several of them, althouzh I 2m not certain as
to which gererstion of his family them belong.
The impresegion I had of them wos of ability
vithovt disegipline, snd the finsl newe of
thelr cereere wes whet you might expecte-sthey
were rencitive and intelligent, but never ag-
mented the elezn.cvt, positive work which one
vould hove wished fow them, It ney net have
been on accident that drove them this way, but
the feet thet thelr featherla verulelon from
externsl orders end externzl control went so
fay that they dld not have eufrficient expere
lence of the kindliew discipline of the home
to take the harchew wreaquiremente imposed go
inexorablybytheouter world. They were, in
fact, smoig the first voung people I have
known who®*were types of the present generation
in which IQ's are valued highly and the self-
sontrol necessary to mske good on them is not
valued at all, I am afreid that I em only ih
a very qualified sense an advocate of what has
some £0 be known in the educational Jargon of
the gay 8 Modern Education.

3incerely yours,

Norbert Wienenp
Nw riduf
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November 9, 1953

Charles B, Stoll, Associate Editor
Jehn Wiley end Sons, Ine,
440 FTohrth Avenus
New Yot'k 16, New York

My dear Mr, Stoll:

or, Shell's program secms simply to show
the development in the direction of concrete
ness walch every bork should go through in
writing. I think Le 1s doling an interesting
job, and I would encourage you to take it up
ag I did in the beginning,

Iincerely yours

Norbert Wiener
NW:bbe
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November 9, 195)

Mr, Thomas J, Young
B538 10lat Street
Richmond Hill 18
New York, New York

My dear Mr, Young:

Mgny thanks for your letter of the fifth
of November, Letters like that are always

opprefplated when received, even when therecipient is unable to find the time to
snswer in any detail.

I have no extra copies of my talk at
the Academy of Medicine, and can only suggest
that you weit until it ia published,

Yours veey truly,

Norbert Wiener
NWibbe
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HILDE BRUCH, M. D.

103 EAST 84TH STREET

NEW YORK 28, N.Y

REGENT 7-0698

November 10, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I had intended writing to you early this
spring, as soon as I finished reading Ex-Prodigy. I was
particularly impressed by your moving description of the
sxperiences of a child who becanes, in a way, the executive
organ of his parents! ambition.

Without having known anything about the
tragic fate of Sibis, I had reacted with similar strong
smotionstothearticle "You Can Meke Your Child a Genius"
which appeared in the New York Sunday editions.

There are never enough explanations why
one does not write. I am writing today to ask yecur
permission to refer to your book Ex-Prodigy in a paper
that I plan to present to the meeting of the American
Orthopsychiatric Association. The title of my paper is
"Parent Education or the Illusion of Omnipotence". Your
description of your own childhood end those of the other
Nunderkinder deals with the effect of parental ambitions,
concerning intellectual development.

It has been my observation that the present
fashion of telling parents how to educate thelr children
towards emotional health has fundamentelly similar
consequences, namely that the child comes to think of himself
as a product of his parents' more or less expert manipulation
and not as a being who grows out of his inner potential.

In the way of introduction I should like to
tell you that I am a practicing psychoanalyst in New York City
with special interest in Child Psychiatry. I am also a friend
of Dr. Janet Rioch, whom you mention in the introduction to
your book.

Sincerely yours,

pt rin,
Hilde Bruch, M.D.

HB: amg
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 10, 1953

DEPARTMENT OF
MEDICINE AND SURGERY YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

in RerLy ReFer To: LORAR

252 Seventh Avenue
New York 1, N.Y.Professor Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

A session on "Commmunlcation Aids for the Blimi" will be held at the
120th Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science on December 28, 1953, in Boston. The enclosed program notes
and proposed press release describe in detail the nature of this
forthcoming meeting.

We should be honored if your schedule permits you to attend this
meeting,

Very truly yours,

[
EUGENE F. MURPHY
Acting Chief, Research and Development
Division

Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Service

Encl.

copy of program notes
copy of proposed press-release

1, {2 Fo Ka



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
120th Meeting

COMMUNICATION AIDS FOR THE BLIND

9:30 A.M, MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1953

ROOM E, MECHANICS BUILDING, HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Bottor ways for the blind to read, walk, and communicate will be
discussed by rescarch authoritics in the ficld at a syrmposiun on
Cormunication Aids for the Blind to be held at 9:30 A.M.,
Decorbor 28, in Room E, Mechanics Building, Huntington Avenue,
Boston, Massachusetts in conjunction with the 120th Meeting of
the Ancrican Association for the Advancerent of Science.

This synposiun will highlight demonstrations of ocxperinental
developments in travel aids for the sightless and will present
current trerds in roscarch, according to Dr. Eugene F. Murphy, in
charge of deovelopnent efforts in prosthetic and sensory aids for
the Veterans Administration. Prof. J.B. Wicsner, Director, Research
Laboratory of Electronics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
will preside at this scsslon, cosponsored by the Engineering,
Medicine, and Psychology Sections of the Anierican Association for
tie Advancenent of Science.

Nf particular interest will be reports on recent rescarch on
stepdown and obstacle detectors to enable the blind to detect street
curbs, buildings, and other hazards. Because the stopdown detector
has long been considered particularly important, continued research
will be necessary to overcome many problems, Dr. Murphy cxplaincd.
Dr. Clifford M. Vitchor, Staff Member, Research Laboratory of
Electronics, Massachusetts Instituto of Technology, will deronstrate
a novel optical principle which elininates crrors duc to arm swing
and body motion during walking. Dr. Witcher will also explain how
recent developrients in communication offer ways to overcome psychologi-
sal difficultics proviously oncountered in coding information fron
guidance devices and reading machines for the blind for transmission
to the brain through other senses such as touch and hcaring.

Results of tests on an carlier Signal Corps obstacle detector and
current efforts on an improved model using transistors and other
new components, will be presented by Thomas L. Benhan, lMssistant
Professor of Physics, Haverford College.

Historical medels, including an actual sample of Louis Braillels
work, will provide a background for a discussion of corrunication
by braille and recorded voice by Fdward J. Waterhouse, Director,
Perkins Institution for the Blind, Watertown, Massachusctts.
Mr. Waterhouse will consider recent technical developrents and
future possibilities in reducing the bulk and cost of embossed
manuscripts, Talking Books, and other recordings.

Discussion will be opened by Wallace E. Frank, Chief, Bioengineering
Section, Franklin Institute Laboratories for Research and
Development, designer of an clectronic cane for the blind and

P-501 10/53



ALAS Mecting (continued)
projection magnifier to enable the partially sighted to read books
and NCWSPAPCrSe :

Jistorical and experimental models as well as those currently in
usc will be available for inspection

P-490 10/53



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
120th Meeting

COMMUNICATION AIDS FOR THE BLIND
9:30 A.M, MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1953

ROOM E, MECHANICS BUIIDING, HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Joint Session of AAAS Sections I (Psychology), M (Engineering), and
Mn (Medicine), arranged by Eugene F. Murphy, Acting Chief, Research
and Development Division, Prosthetic and Sensory Alds Service,
Veterans Zdninistration.

JEROME B. WIESNER, Director, Research Laboratory of Electronics,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Presiding.

1, Communication by Braille and Recordings, EDWARD J. WATERHOUSE,
Director, Perkins Institution. (Demonstrations, 20 min.) Historical
development of raised printing; limitations of embossed printing
emphasized by communication analysis; braille as a code; problems
of bulkiness; recent technical developments and future possibilities
for braille production and storage; Talking Books; office dictating
machine records; problems of aconcmics and bulkiness; role of
volunteers; speech compression and other possible improvements in
recordingse

2, Comrmunication Aspects of Visual Prosthesis with Application to
Stepdown Detection, CLIFFORD M. WITCHER, Staff Member, Research
Laboratory of Electronics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
(Demonstrations, 25 min.)
Analysis from the viewpoint of communications theory, of the
limited performances of prior attempts at reading machines and
obstacle detectors; speed of transmissionofinformationlimited by
the device, the code used, the sensory channel and the brain; problems
in selecting mechanically rather than mentally only the key infor-
mation needed; application to design of an optical and electronic
stepdown detector which is silent until danger appears.

3. Recent Development of Travel Aids for the Blind, THOMAS A.
BENHAM, lssistant Professor of Physics, Haverford College.
(Demonstrations, lantern, 25 rin.)
Tests of Signal Corps electronic obstacle detector for determining
listances to walls and for detecting stepdowns by noting changes
in slant distance to the ground; crros due to arm swing and body
undulation; preliminary designs of optical and electronic systems
for improved detectors; improved photocells, batteries, and
transistors; psychological and corrunications problems in pre-
senting the output in useful forme.

4+ Discussion, opened by WALLACE E. FRANK, Chief, Bioengineering
Section, Franklin Institute Laboratories for Rescarch and
Doveloprient, designer of clectronic cane for the blind amd
projocction magnifier for the partially sighted.

5. Opportunity to cxamine models.

P=502 10/53
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November 10, 1953

Mr, Seth A, Fessenden
Division of Communication
University of Denver
Denver, Colorado

Desay Mr, Fessenden:

Professor Wiener says that he has not
pgreed to present any pajfer at any meeting
in New York next month, and he would like
to know wha? this 1s 211 about.

Yours very truly,

Mrs, James Cole
Bearetary to Professor Wiener

~Lga i)
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November 10, 1953

Marie Hourwich-Kravitz
340 E, 63rd Street
New York, New York

My dear Mrs, Kravitz:

I am Always glad to hear from frienda
of my fathér, and I wznt to thank you for
your kind remarks about my book,

3ince— ly vours,

Norbert Wiener
NW:bbo
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Durango, Colorado November 11, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
¢/0 Mass. Institute of Technology

Deer lr. Wiener:

(:

Curiosity prompts me in turning the hands of time back the
proverbial three score and ten years when a slight scholarly Russian refugee
by the name of Wiener came into our home and our friendship.

When I was about ten years old father took me on a four or
five mile wegon trip to buy some peaches from an old German who owned a small
limestone covered farm, but he raised good peaches on it. As we were starting
for home a man staying with the German asked if he could ride to the town of
Cedar Vele which father's farm adjoined on the north. Our passenger was wear-
ing a peir of missmated shoes showing much wear from a lot of walking, and
his clothes were in keeping with the shoes....Fether was a man who liked
people, a limited schooling had not dimmed his natural inquiring mind and an
enjoyed conversation with educated and traveled men, so he soon learned that
the man's name was Wiener and that he was of Russian nationality, and if my
memory is correct he had escaped from Siberial.

Father's ferm hed been homesteaded from the Osege Indian lands
near the Indian Territory in south eastern Kenses, some fifiy miles to the
nearest railroad at that time: farm help was paid from eifgl to twelve dollars
per month with board in those days; brawn was required rather than brains, so
it was hardlyavocation for gentle scholary man whom we learned to like so
well as we knew him better. Father was so impressed with his intelect and
personality that he invited him to come with us end stay until suitable work
sould be found for him. which wes soon done with eo Norwegien neighbor.

Yr. Wiener was frequent and most welcome visitor at our home,
and we learned of his interesting journeys through the countries of Europe, of
his speaking many of their languages and dialects, and that he had came to
the United States by way of Central America and Mexico; how he had worked at
ost everv kind of hard lsbor even. on section railroad jobs in the Gulf States.

There ig much that I could write sbout my memory of this most
remarkable men....He gave us good bye one day and left, *he. next we had any
news about him he was selling fruit from a push cart in Kansas City, and being
o student in his spare time at the public library, where he attracted motice
of influencial persons and become a teacher of languages and history in a
Kenses university. Then he came back on a visit with us, a quite distinguised
looking men in black brodcloth and wearing gold rimmed glasses....Our old
friend who remembered us when his days of struggle end hardship were over. A
now - Professor Wiener on the wey up the ladder of success in the lend where
he had came as a poor emigre. Nothing had been handed to him on a silver plal-
ter, but a courage and faith had been born in him along witha brillient mind
which surmounted all obsticles.

This letter = a long deleyed one, as I have read your name

many times end have the feeling thet you are the som of - the lr. Wiener we
tnew in those years so long gone. I trust you will bear with the mistakes one

of past eighty years may heve made in it.

Yours Very Truly



DOUBLEDAY &amp; COMPANY, INC., Publishers : 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 ~ MURRAY HILL 8-5300

, ANs :

November 11, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener:

I have just come from editorial meeting where we discussed a
contract for the second volume of your autobiography. It was
suggested that we offer an advance of $2,000, payable half on
signing and half on completion of the manuscript, sgainst a
regular royalty scale of 10% to 5,000, 124% to the next 5,000
and 15% thereafter. This will be the usual Doubleday contract
granting us all rights in the work, and I hope that the terms
are satisfactory since I would love to have the chance t0 work
with you on the book, which I have now seen and have very high
hopes for. Won't you please let me know as soon as possible
how this suits you so that we can get the contract underway.
In the meantime, I am about to return THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN
BEINGS to you, but I want a few more days with it before I do
50.

Sincerely yours,

Jason Epstein

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Magsachugsetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 12, 1953

(i)
Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Professor Wiener:

Your hame has been suggested for review of the enclosed
research proposal P-852 entitled "Summability Methods; Spaces
of Integrable Functions" submitted to the National Science
Foundation by Professor George Lorentz of Wayne University.

Along with the proposal there is enclosed a rating
sheet, a guide sheet, and a return franked envelope.

Your help in making this evaluation will be very much
pporeciated, since it will aid the Foundation to be of service
to the scientists of this country.

Sincerely,

Eo &amp; Om
Leon W. Cohen
Program Director for
Mathematical Sciences

Enclosure

A
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THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE

2 EAST 103 STREET, NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 6-8200

November 12, 1953

Dear Norbert:

Here is a crank letter

which you may dispose of as you

see fit.

Sincerely yours

I]
J

- Galdston., M.D.

C ty cS JC
| NY

Dr &gt;rbert Wiene~
c/o tat. WNYC
New ¥ -'- r, N.Y.

SS 0
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Encl.
Chnet’ ) ares) -

/hw

A okFete



M. ERIK HEILBRONER

114 WEST 11TH STREET

NEW YORK 11, N., Y.

November 4, 1953,

ore XN i

7b tavion ren
o/c Do lon WNYC
NeW York 7, N.Y

Dear Dr. Wiener,

I listened with the greatest interest
Lo your talk over New Yerk City’s station tonight, and
[ should also like to say that I en not entirely unfenmilicr
rith some of vour vritinrs.

I am writing to you today in order to
subtrnit to you, with all the rocesty "both my nature snd
lack of Xnowlecge in this fielg™® impose on ne, an idea
wnich had occurred to me Serie Time ago and waich has cone
back to ry nind tire and again, It is not more but not
less than an intuition, snd I an net even sure whether
~11y studies have been made in this field at all. I em
referring to the kind - and extent - of influence radio
emissions - I an spes xing, of course, of the waves, not
I the vwropramg - exert on our nervous system,

My reason for raising this question
is"bvased! if 1 mey use thet exprescion, on a gimple observation,
ind my conclusion may be utterly wrenz. It is this: I nave
travelled a greet deal in ry life, and I have lived in ga great
many large cities, both in Aurove and here, Yet, I have never
2rncountered sucn an exceedingly high percentage ol nervous
Clisturbances, neuroses end alleryies (the latter, as you Kiow,
2lrmost unknown in Burove) than I have seell, and an seeing daily,
in New York, and the Teesons usuelly :siven for this phenorienon
re, it would seem to rie, hardly sufiicient; they apply as
“ell to a ~ood many other larze cities where social conditions
‘re corparable, where 1ife is equally hectic ond where the economic
struzrrle is nossibly sreater.

The nost striking difference between New York
end other big cities I could think of is the enormous concentrations
of redio steations vwliose erissions are hitting, I would gegune,
CUT nervous system in the most literal sense of the word, It
"ey not be irposcible that a method could tLe found to "score
those hits", ang it might be equally possible to find sore way
of "insulation", comparable to the protection provided erainst
tite 111 effects of exposure to X-reve.



It would scem to me tuat even 11 ny nrenzises should
ve wrong and if those nervous disturbances are caused wy
entirely different factors the influence of radio veves
on the human body and mind poses a nighly interesting
problem.

1 cannot, of course, but raise the question, I &amp;n
certain thet there is noone better qualified to answer it
or to xnow the way to find the answer,

Yours sincerely

: J 7 - / :

IY : ( J / 4 ‘a
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November 12, 1983

Ma]or Paul A. Baldwin
6620th AC and W Squadron
Hanscom Fleld
3edford, Massachusetts

pear Msior Bzldwin:

Professor Wiener was interested to recelve
your manusoript, but at the present time he will
not be able to discuss it with you. He 18 pre-
paring for an extended trip to India, and cannot
undertake any thing else sat the present time.

He will return to Cambridge in February,
and perhaps if you would like to talk to him
then, you might call the office and arrange an
sppolintment.

In the meantime, I am returning your papers
to youd

Yours very truly,

Mrs, James Cole
Secretary to Professor Wiener



COR"
November 12, 1953

31» Shanti 8S, Bhe
Secretary to the
New Delhi, India

tnager
Government of India

dear Sir Shanti}

The move I look over the schedule of my
trip, the more I am appalled by the strenuousness
of the work I asm to undertske, I have at hand a
letter from my physician, who by the way wes born
in India from a missionary family there, She
strongly echoes my feeling that there should be a
break in my itinerary. She meskes the suggestion
that the aspp—opriate break of two days should
secur between the visits to Madras and Calcutta,
[t ought not to be too difficult to get some of
the Bombay work taken carefof immediately after
ny arrival in India, and to delay the final
arrival in Bombay to the 20th, instead of the
stated 28th.

With the many impressions which my India
trip 1s bound to give me, I need a little time
to assimilate them, and also I need to protect
nyself from undue strain, With the great stress
which India, above ell other countrles, puts on
privacy, I believe that you should be ready to
nscede to my desire to have a couple of days for
juliet contemplation, totally devoid of interrup-
tions, in a quiet hotel, where meals can be
served in my room, It should not be too 4iffi-
gult to arrange for this in Madras or @alcutta;
ny physiclan suggests that perhsps Madras might
be the better.

3incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW:bba



November 12, 1953

Mr, Fon W, Boardman, Jr.
Oxford University Press, Inc.
114 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Jesr Mr. Bosrdman?

Prilesao= “iener has received the copy of
the book Surv... Through Design which you sent
nim.

He hopes at some later .f#te to have time to
read 1t thoroughly and give you his opinion on
it, but at present he is preparing for an ex-
tended trip to Indla, and cannot teke on any
sther work at thie time,

Yours very truly,

Mra, James Cole
Secretary to Prc”essor Wiener



Benson -Lehner Corporation
Applied Cybernetics

November 13, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts Ref: 100-22944

Dear Professor Wiener:

As I recall the most enjoyable day we spent together at the University
about three years ago and the discussions we had at lunch, I very much
regret that I have never had an opportunity to meet with you again. I
am hoping to be in Boston during the beginning of the year and at that
time will drop you a line in advance to see if perchance we can continue
sur earlier discussions.

As you will see from the letterhead, I took your suggestions to heart and
[ believe that we were the first by quite a bit in the field of applied physics

and applied psychology to label ourselves in the field of cybernetics, An
awful lot has happened in these last three years and I have had occasion to
build a company which is now breaking out of its shell, shaking its scraggy
body and taking a look at the world around itself, We have, in fact, given
birth to quite a flock of machines which are finding their way in most parts
of the United States and many parts of Europe. I regret to say that during
the last three years we have been so busy doing that we have had very little
time to think, It seems that thinking is a luxury which one can ill afford

during the process of building a growing business.

During a few moments off, however, I have had occasion to play with a
rather interesting system of which I am enclosing a very brief summary,
and this is a subject which I would very much enjoy discussing with you
sometime when we next meet. It seems, oddly enough, that little work
nas been done in the area of placing human beings in feedback loops. In
fact, I did not find any record nor have I heard of any work being done at
all along the lines of the thinking in the enclosed note. I would be very
interested in vour comments on this subject.
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You will probably be very amused to hear of an incident which occurred when

[ was playing with two magnetic tape recorders hooked up to establish the
feedback loop described, We have at home a cockateel by the name of Corky
who became quite intriqued with the goings-on of the tape recorders with
which we were working, He came over to the microphone and let out a

cockateel-ish shreek which, of course, duly repeated by the playback unit
with a delay of about half a second, On hearing the "second bird" calling
he let out a second scream and so on, This is the first time that I have had

bccasion to see a bird in a feedback loop. Fortunately, we were using a long

tape rather than the belt and have a most interesting recording of the performance.

[ am hoping during the coming year to have occasion to do quite a bit of work
on the feedback system described and in fact, we are hoping to build this device
into some of our machines on an experimental basis.

I have been hovering on the brink of writing to you to get your views on the subject
for quite some time and was finally prompted to get this letter off for the following
reasons. In the interests of efficient technical communication we have set up

a complete mobile data reduction unit fully equipped with all sorts of fearsome
mac hines and it has for the past few months been stealthily creeping across
the United States towards Boston, upon which it is going to inflict itself
Wednesday and Friday, November 25 and 27, just prior to and after Thanksgiving.
[t is in the tender hands of a very capable young man by the name of Donald
B. Prell who has done quite a bit of work in this technical field. He took
mathematics at the University of California at Los Angeles and psychology
there and at the University of London and has done some extremely interesting
work, He has for a long while been looking forward to an opportunity of meeting
you and I am suggesting to him that he forget about his machines for a while and
allow himself the privilege of visiting with you. I do hope that when he calls on
you it will be convenient for you to spare a little while with him,

While on the subject of time, I was very thrilled when I heard that you had found
time to write yet another book and can assure you that both I and my wife have

enjoyed "Ex-Prodigy' very much. Your three books are, as one might expect
in our field, in the place of honor in the company library and many of our
employees have derived much pleasure from reading them,

[ will not take further of your time with this letter but look forward very much

fo seeing you during the early part of the year,

Sincerely yours,

BENSON-LEHNER CORPORATION

— FT

35K 1

3ernard S. Benson
President
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INTRODUCTION

The problem of motivation in the performance of repetitive operations is

becoming increasingly important, partly because in our pr~sent military and

in durtrial operations, there is a tremendous investment in man-hours in tasks

where the vield is influenced by the motivation of the operators. Secondly, apart

from economic aspects, it is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain an

sffective staff doing monotonous work in the face of competition from more

interesting fields. The problem of performance, therefore, is of appreciable

importanc:-.

[t is str~~~ed that the following discussion is of a very preliminary nature and

is prer~nted at this early stage in view of the high interest shown in the proposed

work on the "feedback rhythm svstem'' discussed. Very little experimental work

has been done, although the logic of the proposal tends to be self-evident. The

selue of the evstem has vet to be determined,

There is little doubt that fatigue as experienced by operators performing

monotonous work is not 80 much muscular or physical fatigue as it is a

psychological reaction to boredom. The introduction of sub-goals such as

completing a given job in a given time or completing a certain number of

&gt;perations per hour, etc., produces an appreciable improvement over a

situation where the repetitive task is performed on a day-in, day-out basis

wit no opportunity for goal-achievement satisfaction. Probably related to

his psychological need is the lack of fatigue in the face of quite arduous
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&gt;perations, as for example, in rhythmic dancing. The blacksmith who beats

the anvil two or three times between each operation, or the barber who snips

the scissors rhythmically between each attack on a tuft of hair is an example

&gt;f the need to introduce rhythm even at the expense of additional, and otherwise

1seless, operations into systems which would otherwise not be rhythmic.

Efforts have been made in industry to take advantage of some of these factors

by the introduction of music into the plants, However, the tempo of the music

as a rule bears little relationship to the tempo of the operation being performed,

in fact, very often disturbs what would otherwise be a natural pace.

THE PROBLEM

The problem would therefore appear to be one of introducing a rhythmic beat

as an auditory or other signal to cue the operator at particular time intervals

related to the operation. By such means one creates a need and produces

satisfaction from fulfilling the need, to maintain synchronization with the

cugineg rhythmic sounds.

I'he task of building sound patterns into machines would be complex and, in

manv rvs, unsatisfactory in its simple form, because each individual machine

~reates a different timing need, as probablv does each individual operator.

[n othe~ words, particular machine-on~rator evstems probably have a natural

frequencv of operation which is a function, among other thinge, of the machine,

the ope&gt;~ntor. and the task. Examples of this type of operation would be reading
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and recording repetitive information, manual plotting, operation of

industrial machines, and many other similar tasks,

PROPOSED SOLUTION

It is proposed to introduce a microphone at the strategic part of the machine

where the parts of the operating cycle create an audible note, or if necessary,

to introduce artificial sounds into the machine to feed the microphone. This

information is to be fed to a magnetic tape loop and recorded on the tape. A

playback head placed a specific distance away from the recording head would

pick up this recorded sound and play it to the operator either through a small

loudenraker or through head-phones. Now, if the distance of the two heads

were set apart such that as soon as the first operation were complete, the

recorded sound, or in other words, the echo, would be played back to the

operator as a beat for the next cycle. In this way, the operator is pacing

herself from her previous operation, hence the term "feedback rhythm!’

The interrstin~ part of this proposed svstem is that the overall man-machine

system has a chance to estrhlish the ootimum rhvthm for that operation.

From ~~ vv © - emall amount of wnrk done. it would seem that this rhvthmic type

of ~~ ~ntion with distinct cues induces a tvpe of compulsive svnchronization

to the beat which may well yield a substantial increase in productivity associated

with a d- «~~ e in fatigue, at an insignificant cost compared with the savings.
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With such a feedback link established, there are many interesting possibilities

which can be considered for externally tampering with the system. Three of

these possible controls are as follows:D

Inertia

If the mac hine is playing back the previous cycle, it is evident that if the

operator wants to speed up a cycle or conversely, to slow it down, she

can get slightly ahead of the played back beat in one cycle whereupon the

next cycle will repeat at the new speed. The next time she can be slightly

ahead again, and so on, so that the speed of operation of the overall cycle

can be gradually increased by the operator and the echo will follow in behind.

Now, if one were to choose tb play back, not the previous cycle but one

perhaps five or ten cycles away, the "inertia" of the system would be

increased and the operator would have to force herself to remain out of

phase for several cycles before the machine would follow.

Operating Speed

If a loop is created in the tape between the two heads by placing an idler

in the system, then by stretching the idler and extending the loop, or by

letting it in to reduce the loop, the actual speed of that particular cycle can

be changed For example, if the loop is extended during one cycle so that

it ir nliyed back slower than the rate at which it was recorded, then the operator

would need to slow down to maintain synchronization with that beat. Yn um

doing, it would establish a lower rate for the next recorded cycle. Hence,

one pull or one release of the loop will step up or slow down the operation

in view of the feedback nature of the operation.
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Repetition Rate

The interval between the cycles can be adjusted by the spacing of the

two heads so that the repetition rate as against the speed of each cycle

operation can be controlled externally, The length of the pause period

hetwe»n on~rations can thus be controlled.

These and many other possibilities are felt to be of extreme interest and it

is sucocested that work in this direction might be very profitable.
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432 west 22 street

new york 11, n.v. November 13, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
[Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridee, Mass.

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Herewith my check for the royalty advance due
you on THE BRAIN, as it appears in the Permabook
edition of CROSSROADS IN TIME, I hope you have
received your cony from the publishers; if not,
let me know and I will see that you get one.

I'm wondering what, if anything, has become of
your wonderful idea for a book on your Mexican
friend, the one you described to me last summer.
Please don't forget that I am very interested
in it; and if there is anything I can do to
help out with it I'd be glad to be of use.

Do you have any i1dea from Boucher when "MIRACLE
IN A BROOM CLOSET" is going to appear? I still
have my eyes on that story for a new anthology,
which, however, is not yet sold. I hope you
will remember that I want it and at least give
me a chance at it if and when someone else asks
for it.

Jith all good wishes

/
~~) ~~



Vational Society Jor the Study of Communication
Committee on General Methodologies

Seth Fessenden, Chairman
University of Denver

Denver, Colorado

November 13, 1953

Mrs. James Cole
Secretary to Professor Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Mrs, Cole:

Your letter of November 10 came as a great surprise.

Last April I wrote Dr. Wiener asking him if he would
serve on a panel at the yearly Joint meeting of the National
Soclety for the Study of Communication and the Speech Association
of America which 1s to meet in New York during the Christmas
holidays. I explained to him that Dr. Elwood Murray was the
sponsor of the program and that I was given the privilege of
developing and chairing it. I explained that the other panel
members would be Dr. Allen Walker Read of Columbia, M. Kendig
of the Institute for General Semantics, and Dr. J. L. Moreno.
On May 6th I received the following letter gigned by Dr.
Norbert Wiener:

I am flattered by your invitation to speak at your
December convention, and I should like very much to
accept.it.

xT
and

At the moment, I am very tired after a stbenuous
spring term. I anticipate, however, that a long
summer's rest will revive me thoroughly, and that
by fall I shall be back in form. May I, therefore,
accept your invitation provisionally at this time,
making no definite commitment until early autumn.
I know that this kind of arrangement may not be pos-
sible in your program planning, and if it is not, please
do not hesitate to tell me.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



Naturally, I was extremely please to have even this
tentative acceptance. On May 12th I replied, in part:

This 1s just a note to express my appreciation
&gt;f your willingness to be a member of the panel of
speakers looking "Toward a Theory of Communication"

at the national convention next winter. I sincerely
hope that the summer's rest will lead you to have more
vigor and creativity than ever. I am selfish in this,
I suvrpose, for I feel we need vou badly.

I reported to the program chairman of the National Society
that Dr. Norbert Wiener would probably be a member of the panel.
This information was relayed on to the program chairman of the
Speech Association. Inturn both released publicity to this
sffect, for the presence of Dr. Wiener as a speaker on any
&gt;ccasion is valuable news. There have been many comments to
the effect that here 1s one man everyone wants to hear.
And now with the publication of the biogravhy. the interest
vill be even more intense.

On September 30, I sent Dr. Wiener the basic information
letter relative to time and planned procedure. I am enclosing
a copy of the letter. You will note that in the first paragraph
[ ask that a reply be sent to me only in case the arrangements
vere not satisfactory. I received no work, so the final
sarogram arrangements were kept as they were initially sét.

Dr, Wiener certainly has the privilege of not being a
member of the panel, but I sincerely hope that ke will be
able to find time to appear. I shan't ask for a formal paper,
for I think he should be allowed to participate in any manner
he might wish. “here are a lot of us who are looking forward
to hearing from him.

if there is anything further that I can do to clarify
the situation, please let me know. We will try to comply
vith any wish, for we want very much to have him with us.

,.
- “urs,

ce Dr. Murray
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November 13, 1953

Dr. Arturo Rosenblueth
Instituto Naclionale de
Avenida CuauhtemocNo,
Mexico, D. F., Mexico

Dear Arturo:

Cardlologla
300

I have missed very much not seeing you for
pbout two years. We have hoped that you might
pase through Boston on your way to the Physio-
logical Congress at Montreal, Quite a few people
same to Cambridge for the electrocardlologist
meeting, and we had a very good time.

Chafetz 1s working with Mollie Brazier and
Schwab on the use of sutocorrelation methods to
brain waves, These are seeming to pay off very
well, as the autocorrelation mthod shows at
least in some cases, a persistence in phase of
alpha waves lasing well over one second, and
probably at least two, This was not expected by
us but is extremely gratifying, and means that
the investigation of the finer structure of
brain waves is a must in the future, Indeed, we
have been able to establish definite and sharp
phase relations between waves from different
parts of the brain, and this has been subject to
the analyeis whichImade during my trip sbroad,
nf direction and amount of csusallty.

I have been very busy on a number of other
matters, I am putting together my ideas with
respect to a treatize on cybernetics of perhaps
500 pages, which I intend to write during the
next year-or two, and during the past summer I
have competed the first draft of a second
volume of my autobiography, which has been ac-
cepted, not by Simon and Schuster, but by Double=-
day. I have a lot of new work on the nature of
causality and of scientific method, some of
which I have gone over with Browowskl, who was
here from Englend last year, I've also been
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working with a young physicist, Siegal, on a new
nethod of presenting the hldden variables in
quantum theory, The stuff looks as 1f it were
really paying off, and it goes for beyond the
work of Bohm end even of Feynmann, neither of
whom seems to heve the proper technique to put
his ideas on a firm basis,

As you will see, I am up to my neck in work,
Add to this the fact that I am going for a slXx-
week trip to India, centering in January, and
that the s chedule they are putting me through
will be about all I can stand, I have been cut-
ting my outside lectures to the bone, although I
have just completedwweek's trip to the Pacific
doadt, and a two days! trlp to New York.

Margaret and I mles Mexlco very much. I
want to be down there again within a reasonably
smell number of years, even without the obliga=
tion of carrylhg on sclentiflc work, but with
the intention to do it Just the same. By the
by, don't you think that 4t's rather a long time
for the psper of Chafetz and mysslf not to have
been published? It 1s hurting me with my friends
here because it suggests what 1s not the fact,
thot I aid not come across with hard and respon-
sible work on my last trip, It ls hurting
Chofetz even more, as he is a young man, at pré-
sisely the stage of his cereer ot which he cannot
afford to have valid work tied up for an indef-
tnite period. I have hesitated very much to add
to your already heavy schedule by asking you
either to see your share of the work through, or
to give up the paper lo us and let us dispose of
It ourselves, but in fairness all round, there
is nothing else I can do,

I have seduously remained away from the
problem boys for the last two years, and I have
seen no work of theirs or change in attitude
which would Justify my softening my policy in
the least. Among the problem gumoup I include,
of course, McCulloch, and, in fact, I include
him in the first line, I have had a pleasant
few weeks with Grass, and I know that your many
friends in Boston are asking about you and
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hoping to see you again soon, I hope all is go-
ing well with you, and I Join Margaret in send-
ing my regards to Virginia, and I hope you will
pass my good wighes around to our many friends
at the Instituto and elsewhere in Mexlco City.
By tha by, I see that Manuelo hae recently been
sanonized as Vice-Minister of Education, Manuel
ls a good and true f#46nd of ours, but I am
afrald that he suffers from a mild case of
striged pants addiction.

Jincerely vours

Jdorbert Wiener
NW:bbe


