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635 N. PENNSYLVANIA ST. « LINCOLN 5489 « INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND.
July 1, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Department

. Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

I am very glad that you had the opportunity between sessions of going
back to your beloved New Hampshire and enjoying the hills and serenity
of the landscape.

I called at your office while you were away. I was there on the 15th of
June and I would have liked very much to have had a chance to talk to you.

I have been reading and re-reading your book "Ex-Predigy".

From my viewpoint, this is exceptionally well written. Your command of
words, your ability to picture a situation has a way of getting me involved
in the mental conflicts which I know you had even when I knew you back in
1921, 22, and 23,

Among the many provacative items which you have brought up in your book,
there are three that stand out right now as being important to me and the
work that I am doing.

First, it is my belief that temperament has a great deal more to do with
one's fundin an occupation or a career than any other characteristic ef
which may be a part of an individual, It is my belief that if we knew more
precisely the type of temperament which an individual has then we could
counsel them better as to what they should do with the capacities they have.
In fact in many cases, it is possible to develop capacities much beyond what
the Growth Potential seems, largely because of the fitness of temperament

to the activitles of the career.

Second, I am in much accord with your criticism of the grading method in
Schools and Colleges. In my limited teaching experience, some seven years
in College back from 1926 to 1932, I always felt that I should grade the
individual upon the amount that he gave to the job in accordance with the
capacities which he had for the job. Now this of course, involves something
complex and to many pecple who grade papers, they don't want anything that
complex, but it is my belief that mgny people who have little capacity,
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Professor Wiener (continued)

use Yhat 1ittle so much more than those people who have great capacity.
Also, there is a corolary that if we have great capacity and only use a
small amount of it, then we will not ever be able to full-fill the full
potential which we have. It is only by forcing people to do something
beyond those powers that we actually come to the point where the capacity
becomes real. .

Thirdy is the influence which word fluency has upon the contribution of
better than average or genius mind, It is my belief that we have failed
utterly in most of our education in getting people to realize that the
understanding of words and of literature and of all the abilities that go
with transfer of ideas from one mind to another has not been pushed the
way it should have been. Somewhere along the line, even the minds with
great potential have lost dots of the keenness that they might have if
they had only been given an acadenic or a classical education in addition
to their high specialization. Many hundreds of Ph.D.'s never do anything
more than receive a degree and it seems to me that they should not be given
a degree for a lifetime, but that it should be given as a franchise for a
period of years and if they don't do anything with it, then they should
revert to merely having a Ph.D. in name and not be classified as those who
actually are Doctors of Philosophy.

Now I'm sure that my comments are not too deep, because I know that you
have the facility of going much deeper than what I have given you in a
suggestion. However, I want you to know that you have given me a lot of
pleasure in reading your book and that it was my plsasure to know you and
to have you assist me and I shall never forget it. Somehow I feel that in
your past and probably in the present, there are many who feel that you do
not have a very great interest in people, but it is my belief that you had
a belief in me and therefors, did some things for me which I could not do
for myself and found a solution to some of my problems which I did not know
had a solution.

Thank you again and I'1l be thanking you over the years. If you ever come
near Indianapolis, it would be my pleasure to have an opportunity to enter-
tain you.

M¢st sincerely,

[ana [0/57 §3]




South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 1, 1953

Simon & Schuster, Ine,, Publishers
Rockefeller Center

630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr., Simong

Your letter of June 19 is very tempting to me, On the
other hand, there are two factors that tell ageainst it, and
I will be very frank with you about them, Factor one is that if
I am so very much in demand for television, why shouldn't it be
at the other fellow's expenss rather than ny own, A half an
hour of an especia’ly procured speaker ought to be worth consid-
erably more than the fare to Chicago and back, Second, I have
two big engagements next fall and winter which are going to
take practically all the time I have free besides my work.
One is the invitation to the Indian Science Congress for
January, and the other is the better part of the week in the
mathemratical branch of the University of Califeornia in Oectober,
I think that the school is already beginning to be a little bit
restive about the amount I am being away and frankly so am I,
I might be persuaded by Mr., Cowan to give the talk, but the
persuasion will have to take the form of hard cash, and plenty
of that,

You will be glad to know that I have already made
appreciable inroads into my next autobiograchical book, and by
the end of the summer I will gertainly have to show you, not
a perfect manuseript, but at least a manuscript covering all
aspects of the case which will serve as guiding adequate basis
for making an acceptable manuscript. You know my methods, I
have found excellent secretariel work up here in the country,
and meanwhile I am off my work and feed a bit, having some
minor tinkering done on my physigue which will make it safer
on my Indian trip next year, I have a lot to do at M., I, T,
with Shamnon, lee, and Fano, This will be material toward
ny next treatise in cybernetics with which I may share with
Bronowski, with which I have already done a lot of work in
the British Journal of the Philosopny of Science,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener
Nigje
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% W. I. Van der Poel, Jr.
R. D. 2, Hudson, N.Y.
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Dear Dr. Wiener:

That was a delightful letter from New Hampshire, and a perfectly fascl:
nating story outline--the one about your Mexican character who cheats
at chess, I am only sorry I havent had a chance to answer it until now,
but we too have moved to the country for the summer and I've had all
kinds of business affairs and other complications to handle, and rush
trips back to New York for one thing and another, and only now have I
the peace and quiet I like when I write letters.

Do let me know what Doubleday decides on the story about the man with
the handlebar moustaches! If you can fill it out to novel lengthiior
even a long novelette that could be sold for a moderate price, I would
think it would go like hot cakes! And I also agree that it would make
a superb movie--whether by Hitcheock or not I wouldn't know, but a
grand suspense film in any e vent---and with some high-grade macabre
humor, too! (Incidentally, I don't wonder that you query whether
you should not have submitted the material to Simon and Schuster. My
feeling 1s that probably you should have, though I imagine you have

no contract obligatlion to do so., Oh, wellsiilt isn't a serious matter
in any event.)

Now to our own business: I am enclosing duplicate copies of the f orms
I use for pbtalning permissions to reprint stories in my new Permabook
collection, £illed out with the correct data for "The Brain.," 7You
will note that I have put the story in at a considerably longer word-
count than it actually is; this 1s because I do not feel that a smaller
payment than the one stated--$l40.00--would be fair for such a delight-
ful tale and for such a famous "pseudonym"i If you have a chance,
will you sign one of the coples and return it to me at your convenience?

"The Miracle of the Broom Closet” has been sent out to Anthony
Boucher, editor of Magazine of PFantasy and Science Fiction, and we
will now have to wait and see what his reactions are. They should be

delighted; 1f they're not, I'll be mighty disappointed in Tony. . .

I note, by the way, that you mention possible libel involvements in
the "Broom Closet" story. Are these serious possibilities? I would
not want to get you or Tony in trouble by causing a suit! Perhaps
your best bet would be either to change names so that they are com-
pletely unrecognizable, or (better) get a statement from the people
described in the story that nihil obstat as far as they are concerned.
The same technique, if it is possible, could be followed with the
novel, too. Would your chess £riend make such a statement, I wonder?
e » « Of course, I am no lawyer, and it might be wiser for you to get
some advice from a competent attorney if you think there is really
some chance of trouble.

Algonquin 5-8278




Dr. Wiener - 2 - July 2, 1953

Now I have & rather fascinating problem about a proposed book that
I would like to appeal to you for some advice about, One of the
members of the editorial staff of one of your publishers (the name
of which I cammot yet mention# "in print,” but it is one of the firms
that has offices not far from Cambridge, Mass.--which I call quite a
"tip" without giving away any trade secrets]) has approached me through
my agent with the idea that I edit a symposium on the varlous and
sundry problems that would arise, and reactions that would occur, if
intelligent 1life were found to exist on some other planet in our own
solar system (Venus preferably, or Mars, or even some of the more
distant planets--or, perhaps, in the so4called "twilight sone" of
Mercury) or else on a planet of another star system. The idea is to
make the book a falrly solld jJob of extrapolation, speculatlon, what
have you, and not just a faney piece of sensationalism. T

My firat reaction to the idea was, naturally, enthusiastic--par--
ticularly since it was my notion that there was no reason why the
life form to be dlscovered had to be even remotely like ours. You
may know Loren Eiseley's plece, in Harpers some months back, in which
he stipulates that if there is any other life in the Universe, it 1is
most unlikely that it will be humanoid. I followed along with this
Idea in outlining the proposal to two of my semi-scientific friends,

Curiously enough, thelr reaction was quite negative. Both Willy
Ley and Arthur C. Clarke, each of whom have done extensive popular
writing (nonfiction) on the subject of space travel, sgy that they
feel that no scientist (biologist, anthropologist or otherwlse) would
ever be willing even to speculate on the possibilities of intelligence
on the solar planets other than oursj they are very firm about it, too,
Arthur Clarke, whose best-known book in the fleld was a Book-Of-Thé-
Month selection ("Exploration of Spacd), leans toward the idea of using

life from another star system as the subject of the book; he 1s one of /;wt4 ,1
the semi-sclentific speculators who concelved of the possibilit fi
interastellar flight, using the Einsteinian idea of sub jectlve

time when traveling at speeds near that of light, as a far-from-impos-
sible means of reaching the nearer stars. However, it seems t6 me to be
a lot less convincing from the lay point of view than imagining some
sort of 1ife on one of the planets of our own system. ;

I would very much llke to have your reaction to the idea that we
sould develop an interesting and dramatic book out of the 1dea of the
existence of some sort of 1life on Venus. The book would start out with
a chapter, or two or three, establishing the objective conditions of
environment on the planet, the forms of life thereon, and the nature
of the intelligence possessed by that life; and thereafter it would
contain chapters by different hands dealingwith the many problems that
the exlisbence of such 1life would cause to arise on Barth. I hope that
i1f the 1dea does go through I ecould persuade you to work out a paper
dealing with the methods of opening communlicationd between such alien
life forms and ourselves---this 1s only a suggestlion, you understand,
and if you'd rather tackle some other aspect of it that would be just
wonderful from my point of view.




Dr. Wiener -3- July 2, 1953 -

The book will definitely skirt the flying saucer mania with great
circumspection. It might be brought ih, but only with minimum use of
the idea and probably with an adverse, or critical, approach. My first
thoughts are that the life form should be found on its own planet, not
that it should find us via flying saucers; it seems to me that the
latter 1dea 1s not only cmpletely played out, but evenworse is likely
to be dangerous, as it can attract crackpots ("psycho-ceramics" as one
of my friends deseribes them!) and cause an unpleasant mess.

If there 1s to be a book at all, then, it will have to deal with the
possible discovery of intelligent 1life on Venus once we have developed
space travel to a point where such voyages cen be made. And once the
stage 1s set and chapters on communicetions, quarantine, the sociology
and economics and anthropology (wrong word, of coursells of the new
forms of life are described and written, we will then have other chap-
ters on what effects such 1ife (and the inventions, resources and prob-
lems that 1life might possess) would have on us humans. There mmdmininm
would be sections on property, on economic exploitation, on effects on
religion and law and educatdon, on the "new frontier," on family 1life,
on the entertaimment world and its reactions to the new discoveries,
etc.,ete. But before we can have any book at all we have to find out
if there are some reputable scientists who will be willing to indulge
in sufficient extrapolation of the known to "invent" some 1ife forms on
Venus (or, if you prefer, Mars), ! “

+.

What do you think about the idea? I am planning to write Prof.«
Harold Urey, Prof. Eiseley, Prof., Hooton, and various other scholars
and scientlists about the book, but I will not do so until I have your
reaction to the idea: I do not want to launch out on a wild goose
chase and waste a lot of time if you think the idea 1s inherently-
bad, DNaturally, I will await your reactions with a great deal of -
interest indeed!) ’ .

In the meantime, I hope that you are having as cool and camforta.-
ble a hot-weather vacation as we are. We have acquired a completely
delightful little hunting shack, camplete with bottled gas refrigerator
and stove and lights (with the o0ld Welsbach mantles!), a brand-new:
outhouse, and water transported from the nearest town in a 120-gallon
tank which 1is susgended by a heavy chain from a nearby tree. We have
a magnificent 180° view of the Catskill range 30 miles away, and all
the breeze in New York 8tate sweeps up and over our hilltop. And all
for $25.00 a month} | '

Warmgst regards,
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GROPF CONKLIN
'“;"'wi' 1., Van der POO]., Jr, # R. D 2’ m.m! N. Y. & my 2! 1953

Dr, Norbert Wiener
South Tamsworth
New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am edliting an anthology of sclence fiction storiss for Permabooia,
a branch of Devbledey and Conpany, te be published in Fovember, 1953,
in paper covers; at 35¢ a eopye For this ecllecbion, the title of
which has nol yet simmm been c¢lwseny I would like te have the use of

the following story by you:
THE BRAIN, from Tech Engineering News, April, 1952

I will pay the proper pro pate share of half of all earnings on this
book; Ingluding half o s advance of 2,700, for the use of this
story« The advance payment proposed for the use of your story is
based on a s-ntrect wordage f8r the book of 125,000 words; and payi-
ment at the rate of 0.00 per thousand words ig prorer. I estimate
that yowr story runs to

5,000 wvords, and the advancepagment to & 40«00

The advance will be payable on or before publiecation and a copy of
the bock will be sent you &8s scon as 1t is avallable, Muture
payments due will be made within thirty days of recelpt of checks
from the publisher.

In return for these payments, I would like anthology rights to the
story exclusgively for a pericd of six months from publicetion, none
exclusively theireanfter, The rightsare to ¢ ver sales in the United
3tates and Canada, and also the rest of the world exclusive of the
British Enpire, for this particular edition,s 3ales of special
English editions and of translationsy; and bock club and veprint
Balea, will be negotiated with you separately when gnd Iif offers
are roceiveds .

If this proposal meets your approval, please sign and return one of
the two coples enclosed at your convenlence, keeping the other for
yﬂw ril'ﬂ . :

Very sincerely,

oo Wodo b | 62 //%2 (D
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

July 3, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Norbert:

This 1s to remind you that you agreed to speak

before the Association for COmputing Machinery, here

at Tech, on September tenth.

Charley Adams will let you know the exact time
and will want to know from you what title you wish
your talk to have.

Regards,

Philip M. Morse
PMM: JM

cc Dr. Adams




EMBASSY OF INDIA
PROFESSOR M. S. SUNDARAM

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 2107 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE., N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

July 3rd, 1953
Qur Ref, F, 17=15
Dear Dr. Wiener:

The Indian Science Congress
Association and the Govermment of India have
asked this Embassy to convey to you their in-
vitation to attend the 41st Session of the
Indian Science Congress in the first week of
January 1954, which is to take place in
Hyderabad Deccan, India,

The Goverrment of India have

further advised that they would greatly appre-
ciate your being their guest for a period of a
month to six weeks in order to visit research
laboratories and universities., Air passage to
and fro will be arranged by the Embassy at the
appropriate time. I shall be very grateful
if you will let me know your decision in this
mattero

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Norbert Wiener, F.R,

Massachusetts Instit
Technology,

Cambridge, Massachusettse

Lows. U2, s3]




CORPY

Professor M. S. Sundaram Embassy of India

Education Department 2107 Massachusetts Avenue, N, W,
Washington, D, C,

Our Ref, F. 17-15 July 3rd, 1953

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The Indian Science Congress Association and the
Government of India have asked this Embassy to convey to you
their invitation to attend the L41st Session of the Indian
Science Congress in the first week of January 1954, which is
to take place in Hyderabad Deccan, India.

The Government of India have further advised that
they would greatly appreciate your being their guest for a
period of a month to six weeks in order to visit research
laboratories and universities. Air passage to and fro will be
arranged by the Embassy at the appropriate time., I shall be
very grateful if you will let me know your decision in this
matter,

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

M. 5. Sundaram

Dr. Norbert Wiener, F. R. S.,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts



Saturday, July 4, 1953
Bill from Middlesex Fruit Company
Bill from Filene's
Bill from The Walsh Shoe
Bill from Jordan Marsh Company
Bill from P. R. Winters Company
Letter & Contract from Groff Conklin-immediately
Bank Statement
Advertisement from Mass-Wharf (ECoal, Cil, Coke)
Boston Daily Glohe
Belmont - Mass. Citizen

Tuesday
Letter from Mrs, John L. Mahoney
Bill From J. L., Hammett Co,

Mrs. Wiener
Mrs. Wiener
Mrs. Wiener
Mrs. Wiener
Hrs. Wiener
Prof. Wiener
Mrs. Wiener
Kept

kept

kept

Prof, Wiener
Mrs, Wiener

This is all the mail to date., This will be the last mailing (except for rush
items), as you will be here before the EMIXIWAXER mailing on Saturday would

/QW;%&M/

reach you,
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ARAM BOYAUJIAN
CONSULTING ENGINEER
55 STRATFORD AVENUE

PITTSFIELD, MAsSS,

.Tuly 6, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener: -

Here is my address in case there should
be an extra copy of your lecture notes that could
be spared for me.

I am very grateful to you for the ins-

piring conversation we had on the fourth.

Very sincerely yours

Perhaps the notes will be too heavy for
mailing. If your secretary will hold them for
me, I will have someone stop in for them.

58

-
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Dept. of Math.
Mass. Inst. Tech.
Cambridge, Mass.
July 7, 1953

Dr. U.P. Basu, General Secretary
Indian Science Congress Associatlion
1, Park Street, Calcutta 16, India

Dear Dr. Basu:

I am now in a position to say that I accept your
invitation,having cleared with M.I.T. I expect to
leave Boszton a;lg time after the beglnning of our Christe
mas vacation which begins December 19th and it i1s highly
desirable that I should be back for Registration Day
the second term whilch is February O8th.

I am notifying the consular attache at the Indian
Embassy in Washingbton and forwarding him a copy of
your letter., I expect that he will be able to make
arrangements for my transportation.

I am alsc forwarding a copy of your letter to
the State Department of the Thited States in eommection
with obtaining a nasasport.

I am counting on a very good time in India.

Sinecerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



Faly 7. 1853

- Me, Aram Boyajlan
© Consulbiug ineer
. BE Stratferd Avemue
Plisarield, Mass.
Dear Boyajiant

Many thanl:c for our cenversetion and your
clgars.

I am leaving your letter in the hands of
the dep t secretary who will send you a
copy of 6 notes.

Sincerely yours,

HWorbert Wiener
W rg



Dept. of Math.
Mass. Inst. of Tech.
Cambridge, Mass.

July 7, 1953

Dr. P.C. Mahalanobis

Indian Statistical Institute
204 Barrackpore Trunk Road
Calcutta 35, Indila

Dear Dr. Mehalancbis:

I am sccepting the invitation of the Indlan
Science Congress Assoclatlion and shall be in Indla
in ail probability from late December until early
Februery.

This time I em coming alone. When I am in
India I shell have a chance to talk over with you
$e dnd invitation for a longer stay later.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wlener

NW:rg



Jaly 7. 1953

Pageport Offlicer
Depertmeni of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirt

I am enclosing & letber of invitation
which I have received from the Indlan Sclence
Gongcss Assoelation to go to Indie some tinme
in December and bto return late in January or
early in Februaery. I understand the matier
has been brought te the attention of the First
g:e:;:ury of the imbassy of Indie in the United

aves,

Will you please advise me as to what steps
I should take te cbtain a tguﬁ::t and will you
be goed enocusgh to advise the t Secretary of

the indisn Mmbassy in auy magbers concorning
the trip.

Respectfully yours,

Norbert Wiener

P.S. I have an expired passport which I uvsed es

a FPulbright Fellow on a trip to Burope two {oc.n
ago, I shall forward it to you as soon as 1 can

got to my bank and find it in my sefe deposit
OX.

N.W.

Wirg
Enc.
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THE HAYDEN PLANETARIUM

8lst STREET ar CENTRAL PARK WEST
NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

Robert R, Coles, Chairman DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY

Catharine E. Barry, Associate Astronomer THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
Joseph M. Chamberlain, M.A., Assistant Astronomer

Frank H. Forrester, Supervisor of Guest Relations

Hugh 8. Rice, Ph.D., Research Associate July 8, 1953

Dr, Norbert Wiener

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr., Wiener:

The American Museum-Hayden Planetarium is now making arrangements for
its Third Symposium on Space Travel, which will be held on 27 April
1954 with myself as Coordinator.

I am writing to ask if you would be prepared to give » in the portion
of the Symposium devoted to scme specific problems of astronautics ik
paper of about 20 minutes' length on the subject of communication.
By this I do not mean the merely technical one of exchanging signals
(this was dealt with in the last Symposium) but the more fundamental
problem of exchanging information with intelligent extra-terrestrial
beings.

Professor Lancelot Hogben gave a paper on this subject to the British
Interplanetary Society in London last year, and it aroused a great
deal of interest. I should be glad to send you a copy if you have
not seen it.

Admittedly, this subject is purely speculative and may be of no
practical value even when space-flight is well-established, but,
in view of its fascination and of your own interests,I thought
you might care to contribute to the Symposium along these lines.

Although I am now leaving for England, my colleagues at the
Planetarium will be glad to give you any additional information,
and I very much hope you can take part in our program.

Sincerely yours,

ade. C CQMQ{_

Arthur C. Clarke, B.Sc., F.R.A.S.
Coordinator, Third Space-Travel Symposium

| o HBER









July 8, 1953

Mr., Groff Conklin
¢/o W.I. Van der Pesl, Jr.
R.D. 2, Hudson, N.,Y,

Dear Conkling

I am down at M,I.T. for a week's teaching but
shall be up in the country next week and shall very
soon go back to the farm and take up literary work.

Ag to the "Day of the Dead" story I have already
submitted the mabterial to Simon and Shuster on 1t and
have agreed with them that they have prior claims to it
and when Epstein teok it Lo the Doubleday peopls it was
with the understandiag that he was not free to negotiate
with them unless he should recelve the permission of
Simon and Shuster,

I am sending back one copy of the form which you
have sent me.

Ag to the probable libel invelved in the "Broom
Closet™ story I do not think these are sericus becauss
no names are recognizable even approximately, but if
Mr, Boucher so wishes I shall approach my friend,
Arture, in the matter,

As to {@ur other qQuestion I still regard it with
the greatest of doubt., Here I check with r sclentist
friends. If ghould, however, turn E New
Rpehivs Gurlng (e Sumne ws dlins SAIR Ghe matter
over.

With many thanks,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Werg
Enc.



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

July 9, 1953

Professor N. iiiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dear Professor Wiener:

I enclose:

l, A mimeographed letter giving some details about the

course MODERN MATHEMATTICS FO: THE ENGINEER, for which you are planning a
lecture,

2. A list of speakers, subjects, and dates.

‘ 3. A brochure concerning a companion course, just completed,
in physics.

k. Two mimeographed sheets asking for information concerning
yourself and your lecture, for inclusion in a similar brochure which will
be prepared for the mathematics course. In particular, we have asked for
a photograph and hope you will not object to the slight inconvenience of
supplying this.

5. A duplicate of item li for your files.

6. A copyright agreement.

7« A duplicate of item 6 for your files.

Please process items lj and 6 at your early convenience, within the
next week, if possible, and return them to me.

You will later receive:

l. A simple contract from the University of California, agree-
ing to pay $75.00 for each of the times you deliver your lecture for us,
and providing for travel allowance.

2. A contract from McGraw-Hill and me agreeing to pay $150.,00
for your manuscript.

3. A form asking if we can be of service in arranging your
transportation and lodging,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

We are indeed looking forward with great pleasure to having you
lecture for us, and are confident that with your help the course will be
a most successful one,

Sincerely yours,

€. F [eckeonbact_

E. e Beckenbach,

EFB:mh

Enclosures
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Speake:

Wiener
Eisenhart
Lefschetz

W. Green

He Lehmer
Pipes

W. Brown

L. Barnes
Courant

M. Schiffer
S, Sokolnikoff
Forsythe

F. Beckenbach

B. Morrey

R. Hestenes
King
Bellman

Bohnenblust

MODERN MATHEMATICS FOR THE ENGINEER
U.C.Loﬂo 1953““5&

Subject

Theory of Prediction

Statistics

Stability Theory

Ballistics

Computing Hachines

Matrix Methods

Honte Carle HMethods

Transform Methods

Partial Differential Equations I
Partial Differential Equations II
Elasticlty

Relaxation lethods

Conformal Mapping

General Points of View in Solution
of Equations

Calculus of Variations
Operations Research
Dynamic Programming

. Theory of Games

Date

October 19
October 26
November 2
November 9
November 16
November 30
December 7
December 1l
January 11
Janvary 18
Jamary 25
February 1
Februsry 8
February 15

March 1
March 8
March 15
Mareh 22




WHEREAS

Edwin F. Beckenbach has entered into agreement with the
MeGraw=-Hill Book Company, Inc., of New Yerk, New York, to pre-
pare and deliver the manuscript for a work entitled MATHEMATICS
FCOR MODERN ENGINEERING, and

WHEREAS

The instrument of agreement includes the following
guaranty:

"The author (Beckenbach) guarantees that the work
is original, contains no libelous statements and
in no way infringes on or vielates any copyright,
trademark or patent of others, nor any statutory
right or proprietary right of others, and that he
will indemnify and save harmless the Publishers
from all costs, expenses and damages arising from
any breach of such guaranty."

The undersigned No Wiener ~ is to prepare
and deliver a manuscript entitled
which will be an integral part of The said work,

NOW, THEREFORE

The undersigned hereby acknowledges responsibility for the
portion of the work to be prepared by him and delivered to Edwin
F. Beckenbach, and agrees that he will indemnify and save harmless
the said Zdwin F. Beckenbach from all costs, expenses, and dam-
ages for which the said Edwin F. Beckenbach may become liable under
the guaranty in the said instrument of agreement, but solely in
respect to the portion of the work preparad by the undersigned.

Witnessg

Bedore B s




American Institute of Electrical Engineers

LYNN SECTION

OFFICERS 1953-1954

R Member of the

. C. SARGENT, Pas irmaen - > =

. K. ROHR, Chairman Engineering Societies of New England
R MACINTYRE, Vice Chairman
. STAWICKI, Secretary-Treasurer

. 0. MACFEE, JR., Asst. Sec’y-Trea. LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

. D. BARTLETT, Institute Membership L. M. DOMERATZKY,Local Convention PENN, Eleciric Machinery
E CRABTREE, Committee on Transfers J. R, CORNELL, JR., Publicity T OMAS, Public Utility
e RADNOR Local Membership C. A. WOODMAN, Entertainment V%VSTROJNY Inspection Trips
W.
R

’t. Local Membership C. PENNELL, IUumination . ORK, Instruments & Meas.
. F. BUCKLEY, Research . NEWTON, Basic Science
W. R. COX, Member-at-Large

July 9, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:

In planning the program for the coming year of the Lynn Section of
A.I,LE.E,, a great interest was exhibited by the Executive Committee in your
recent book entitled "Cyberneties"., I should, therefore, like to invite you
to address the Section on either Tuesday evening at 8:00 P.M, on December 15,
1953, or March 30, 1954. If you find that either of these two days are
inconvenient, would you be so kind as to suggest another gentleman or

possibly another Tuesday evening when you yourself could come to discuss
this subject with us.

An early reply will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

S

CHATRMAN, INSTRUMENTS & MEAS,

40 Federsal St,.
W. Lynn, Mass,

Lows 123153




groft conklin
% W. I. Van der Poel, Jr.
R. D. 2, Hudson, N.Y.

HERERF B R BB
e i aeg  aid g i July 13, 1953

Dear Dr., Wlener:

My sincerest thanks for the returned fiorm concerning the use of
the "Brain" story, and also for your comments on the idea for
a book on imaginary Venusians. I appreciate the latter because

it does put a final quletus on the idea for such a book as it
was specifically outlined by the publisher's representative. How-
ever, I think that there 1s a better gpproach to the general
idea of the book; it 1s one that I originally outlined and that
the publisher's young man has not, I think, ever seen, since my
agent was strong against it. I am attaching herewlth a carbon
copy of my proposi%wentitled THE PEOPLED UNIVERSE, and would
very much like to have your opinions on its merits or otherwise.

You will note that it 1is much more scientific in its specula-
tions and much less sensational in its approach than the one I
finally turned out and described in my previous letter to you,
It is my feeling that a book such as the one I have outlined
would be a really worth-while bit of scientific-philosophiec
speculation and that i1t also would be a quite salable item.

But I don't want to oversell the i1dea by talking about it So,
when you have a spafe moment this summer, perhaps you will go
over it and give it a thoroughgoing criticism? I would be most
obliged for 1it.

The 1dea of traveling New Hampshire-wards in August continues
to intrigue my wife and me, but we are not sure at the moment
whether we can make it. If we can, we will of course let you
know when we're passing by some time in advance.

No word as yet from Boucher in regard to the Broom Closet tale;
you may be sure I will transfer the word to you as soon as any
is received.

Most cordially,

Algonquin 5-8278







South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 13, 1953

Jason Epstein

Doubleday & Company, Inc,, Publishers
575 Madison Avenue

New York 22, New York

Dear Mr, Epstein:

I am just coming home on the fourteenth and guests
are coming on Friday for three days,

Would you be able to put the visit off until next
week? I want very much to have my time completely
free for you,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NWzje



Atlanta, Ga,
7/14/53

Hr Norbert iener
) P P
Cambridge, !lass

Dear Sir.

Why not televise objects &4nd transmitt redueced voltage
impulges of this,to the severed Optic nerve ends in the vacant
orbits of persoms whose eyeballs have been removed — — Then let
the patient re-learm to interpret sight in terms of these new
electric stinuli? ? ?

. he
Just another thought in/"jungle" of new projects to

work on.

Reapectfully yours,

v

Dr, L.D. Berry ptometrint
Buhl Optical Co,
12 Broad St, S5.W.




HARVARD OBSERVATORY MEMORANDUM

From: Donald H. Menzel Date: Julw 14, 1953

To: Norbert Wiener

Subject:

I picked this up in Paris and thought it might interest

you,
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The
Laconia Evening Citizen

PUBLISHED AT

CiTizEN PUBLISHING HOUSE

18 BEACON STREET
LACONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

ETTA G. GALLAGHER, PRESIDENT
EDWARD J. GALLAGHER, TREAS.

July 16, 19563

Dr. Nerbert Weiner
Sendwich
New Hampshire

Dear Dr., Weiner:

I welcemed the eppertunity ef meeting yeu
en yeur recent visit te the pffice,

My respensibility with the Evening Citizen
is directien of eour daily editerial page. I am
writing yeu new te determine your willingess te
contribute a guest editerial which we might use

en this page semetime in the future, We feel sure
you ceuld dictate a brief message te yeur assistant
fer eur use which weuld be eof interest te the many
readers in this area whe knew yeu se well,

We weuld leave you cempletely free range
on thekubject matter...pessibly yeu might wish
te tackle Sen, McCerthy, but we will leave this
entirely up te yeur ewn Jjudgment.

The editerial need net be leng, 500-800 werds
mere eor less as yeu feel inclined,

We weuld feel privileged indeed te have a message
frem yeu and shall leek ferward te hearing frem yeu.

Mr. Gallagher sends his best wighes te you.

Very sincerely,

J&n J. Eallentins




ROBERT P. KNIGHT, M. D.
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

GRAHAM B. BLAINE, Jr., M. D.
LEWIS M, BLOOMINGDALE, M. D.
MARGARET BRENMAN, PH. D.
JOSEPH O. CHASSELL, M. D.
ERIK H. ERIKSON

CYRUS R. FRIEDMAN, M. D.
JOSEPH P. GUTSTADT, M. D.

EDGERTON McC. HOWARD, M. D.
ASSOCIATE MEDICAL DIRECTOR

AUSTEN RIGGS CENTER, INC.

FOR THE STUDY AND TREATMENT OF THE PSYCHONEUROSES
FORMERLY AUSTEN RIGGS FOUNDATION

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
TELEPHONE STOCKBRIDGE 480

RICHARD R. LININGER, M. D.

* STUART C. MILLER, M. D.
NORMAN POLANSKY, PH. D,
DAVID RAPAPORT, PH. D.
DAVID SHAPIRO, PH, D.
ALLEN B. WHEELIS, M. D,
ROBERT B. WHITE, M. D.

JUly 153 1953 * ON LEAVE FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Dear Dr. Wieners:

Dr. Rapaport has received the reprint
"Speech, Language, and Learning, " and very much
appreciates your sending it to him, He will give
it his careful attention at the earliest possible
moment.

Sincerely yours

(Mrse) Ruth Shippey
Secretary to Dr. Rapaport

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts




South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 15, 1953

Dru L. H. K, Boelter
Department of Engineering
University of California
los Angeles, California

Dear Dr, Boelter:

I have now consulted with my superiors at M, I, T. and
T am in a position to say definitely that I accent the offer
to give three or four lectures at the various branches at the
University of California this October on the dates you have
given, I also am in a oosition to say that I am ready to give
you the manuscript for which you ask, I have already delivered
a series of lectures containing material of my California
lectures and much more, during a one week summer course at
M, I, T. on Mathematical Problems of Communication Theory.
I send you under separate cover the mimeographed notes from
which I authorize you to make such a selection as you please
for my article, However, I request from you, permission to
use this material again as a part of a Treatise on Cybernetics
which I am writing as I would find myself seriously handicapped
by being obliged to edge around it, I also intend to use the
material in these lectures in a course which I am to give in
India this winter at the Science Congress and elsewhere,

With the hoves of seeing you again I remain,

Very sincerely,

Norbert Wiener
Nz je
P, S. I would consider it a favor if you would let it be known
at California Tech and at Leland Stanford that I am to be in
* California this autumn, as they might be interested in having
me give them lectures while I already happen to be there, If,
however, you feel as you may rightly feel, that you have the
first lien on my services and that it would be imorover for me
to lecture elsewhere during my trip, you will be quite justified
in this attitude, and I shall be glad to accept it, Only please

let me knows,
N. W

N



South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 15, 1953

. Miss Ruth Goodwin

Secretarial Staff
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Miss Goodwin:

When I was down in the city I forgot to load up with
M, I. T, stationery for my correspondence, Can you send
me an assortment of it containing both large and small
envelopes with a few air mail enveloses, and both whole
sheets and half sheets, 1 have a comsiderable correspcndence
here and I think it is more dignified to use Tech paper,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

MW je

P, 5, Many thanks for the work you did on the notes on my
m. 3
MW



South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 15, 1953

Mp, Arthur C, Clarke, B, Sc,, F,R.A.S,
Coordinator, Third Space-Travel Symposium
The Hayden Planetarium

8lst Street at Central Park West

New York 24, New York

Dear Mr, Clarke:

I am already pretty well loaded up with talks for next
year and I beg to be excused from the Third Symposium on
Space Travel., In the first place, I have not thought
seriously on the subject, and, in the second place, I hold
a very determined view concerning the possibility of
communicating with beings which may be intelligent, but
which, if they are, are probably built on very different
principles from ourselves, My real view is that if and
when we manage to rsach the surface of any other planet, we
shall either find it lifeless or with 2 life on such
different prineciples as scarcely to be recognized by us as
anything more than a possible film of vegetation, In
other words, I think that the flying saucer attitude to
extraterrestial life is so anthropomorphic that it Just
doesn't make sense,

Sincerely yours,

Horbert VWiener

NWsgje

ViSUNL 0 CToLKe® B* po*Y L'ntee*

wTA 2% T4
Hem HewbaTLe
ROOLY LOUMOLLY



Viggo Vietor Kutschera,

c/o
1037 Weet 7=th Ave.,
Vancouver 9, B.C.,
Canada. July 16-th 1953,

Mr, Norbert Wiener,
Dept., of Cybernetics, M.I.T.,

Dear Professori-

This may surprise you sir, my making respectful
enqu regarding the late Prof, Pa&i the young mathematician
and brilliant research fellow from iol and St.Mary's at Oxford,
who had the misfortune during the early 1930's to get himself into
an avalanche whilst gkiing on Fossil Mountain nr Skoki Ski Lodge

in the Camadian Rockies, It wae inevitable that Pale