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Professor Norbert Wiener
fathematics Department
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridece 39, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Wiener:

I am very glad that you had the opportunity between sessions of going
back to your beloved New Hampshire and enjoying the hills and serenitj
3f the landscave.,

[ called at your office while you were away. I was there on the 15th of
Tune and I would h-~ liked very much to have had a chance to talk to you.

[ have been reading and re-reading your book "Ex-Prodigy".

From my viewpoint, this is exceptionally well written. Your command of
sords, your ability to picture a situation has a way of getting me involved
in the mental conflicts which I know you had even when I knew you back in
1021, 22, and 22.

smong the many provacative items which you have brought up in your book,
here are three that stand out right now as being important to me and the
Jork that I am doing.

First, it is my belief that temperament has a great deal more to do with
one's fun in an occupation or a career than any other characteristic e#
which may be a part of an individual. It is my belief that if we knew more
precisely the type of temperament which an individual has then we could
counsel them better as to what they should do with the capacities they have.
In fact in many cases, it is possible to develop capacities much beyond what
the Growth Potential seems, largely because of the fitness of temperament
to the sctivities of the career.

Second, I am in much accord with your criticism of the grading method in
Schools and Colleges. In my limited teaching experience, some seven years
in College back from 1926 to 1932, I always felt that I should grade the
individual upon the amount that he gave to the job in accordance with the
capacities which he had for the job. Now this of course, involves something
complex and to many people who grade papers, they don't want anything that
complex, but it is my belief that many people who have little capacity,
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&gt;rofessor Wiener (continued)

use Yhat little so much more than those people who have great capacity.
Also, there is a corolary thet if we have great capacity and only use a
small amount of it, then we will not ever be able to full-fill the full
potential which we have. It is only by forcing people to do scmething
beyond those powers that we actually come to the point where the capacity
becomes real.

Thirdy is the influence which word fluency has upon the contribution of
better than average or genius mind. It is my belief that we have failed
atterly in most of our education in getting people to realize that the
understanding of words and of literature and of all the abilities that go
with transfer of ideas from one mind to another has not been pushed the
way it should have been. Somewhere along the line, even the minds with
great potential have lost lots of the keenness that they might have if
they had only been given an academic or a classical education in addition
to their high specialization. Many hundreds of Ph.D.'s never do anything
more than receive a degree and it seems to me that they should not be given
a degree for a lifetime, but that it should be given as a franchise for a
period of years and if they don't do anything with it, then they should
revert to merely having a Ph.D. in name and not be classified as those who
actually are Doctors of Philosophy.

Now I'm sure that my comments are not too deep, because I know that you
have the facility of going much deeper than what I have given you in a
suggestion, However, I want you to know that you have given me a lot of
pleasure in reading your book and that it was my plsasure to know you and
to have you assist me and I shall never forget it. Somehow I feel that in
your past and probably in the present, there are many who feel that you do
not have a very great interest in people, but it is my belief that you had
a belief in me and therefors, did some things for me which I could not do
for myself and found a solution to some of my problems which I did not know
had a solution.

Thank you again and I'll be thanking you over the years. If you ever come
aear Indianapolis. it would b~ ~ leasure to have an opportunity to enter-
tain vou.

sincerely,

rN,

LOWELL L. HOLMES

[IH:mdp

Fans [10/57 5!



South Tamworth
Marr Hlamnshire
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Simon &amp; Schuster, Inc,, Publishers
Rockefaller Center
630 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

Naar ** Simran e

Your letter ef June 19 1s very temnting to me, On the
other hand, there are two factors that tell against it, and
I will be very frank with you about them. Factor one is that if
I am so very much in demand for television, why shouldn't it be
at the other fellow's expenss rather than ry owm, A half an
hour of an especialy procured speaker ought to be worth conside
erably more than the fare to Chicago and hack. Second, I have
two big engagementis next fall and winter which are going to
take practically all the time I have free besides my work.
One is the invitation to the Indian Science Congress for
January, and the other is the better part of the week in the
mathematical branch of the University of California in October,
[ think that the school is already beginning to bs a little bit
restive about the amount I am being away and frankly so am I,
I might be persuaded by Mr, Cowan to give the talk, but the
persuasion will have to take the form of hard cash, and olenty
»f that.

You will be glad to know that I have already made
appreciable inroads into my next autoblograchical book, and by
the end of the summer I will certainly have to show you, not
a perfect manuscript, but at least a manuscriot covering all
aspects of the case which will serve es cuildine adeouate basis
for making an acceptable ranuscript, You know my methods, I
have found excellent secretarial work un here in the country,
and meanwhile I am off my work and fesd a bit, havinz some
minor tinkering done on my physique which will make it safer
on my Indian trip next year, I have a lot to do at MM. I. T.
with Shannon, lee, and Fano, This will be material toward
ny next treatise in cybernetics with which I may share with
Bronowski, with which I have already done a lot of work in
the Britisn Journal of the Philosonhy of Seience,

Sincerely,

Horbert vWilsner

vig je



groit conklin
%Z W. I. Van der Poel, Jr.
R. D. 2, Hudson, N.Y.

BEEESEE00

b
al

July 2, 1953

Dear Dr. Wiener:

That was a delightful letter from New Hampshlre, and a perfectly fascls
nating story outline--the one about your Mexican character who cheats
at chess, I am only sorry I havent had a chance to answer it until now,
but we too have moved to the country for the summer and Itve had all
kinds of business affalrs and other complications to handle, and rush
trips back to New York for one thing and another, and only now have I
the peace and quiet I like when I write letters.

Do lét me know what Doubleday decides on the story about the man with
the handlebar moustaches! If you can fill it out to novel lengthiior
sven a long novelette that could be sold for a moderate price, I would
think it would go like hot cakes! And I also agree that it would make
a superb movle--whether by Hitchcock or not I wouldn't know, but a
grand suspense film in any e vent--.and with some high-grade macabre
humor, too! (Incidentally, I don't wonder that you query whether
you should not have submitted the material to Simon and Schuster. My
feeling 1s that probably you should have, though I imagine you have
no contract obligation to do so. Oh, welliiélt isn't a serious matter
In any event.)

Now to our own business: I am enclosing duplicate copies of the forms
I use for pbtalning permissions to reprint stories in my new Permabook
collection, filled out with the correct data for "The Brain.” You

will note that I have put the story in at a considerably longer word-
count than 1t actually 1s; this 1s because I do not feel that a smaller
payment than the one stated--$,,0.00--would be fair for such a delight
ful tale and for such a famous "pseudonym"! If you have a chance,
will you sign one of the copies and return it to me at your convenience?

"The Miracle of the Broom Closet" has been sent out to Anthony
Boucher, editor of Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, and we

will now have to wait and see what his reactions are. They should be
delighted; 1f they're not, I'll be mighty disappointed in Tony. .
I note, by the way, that you mention possible libel involvements in
the "Broom Closet" story. Are these serious possibilities? I would
not want to get you or Tony in trouble by causing a sult! Perhaps
your best bet would be either to change names so that they are com.
pletely unrecognizable, or (better) get a statement from the people
described in the story that nihil obstat as far as they are c¢oncerned.
The same technique, if 1t 1s possible, could be followed with the -
novel, too. Would your chess friend make such a statement, I wonder?
» » « Of course, I am no lawyer, and 1t might be wiser for you to get
some advice from a competent attorney if you think there is really
some chance of trouble.

Algonquin 5-8278
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Now I have a rather fascinating problem about a proposed book that
I would like to appeal to you for some advice about, One of the
members of the editorial staff of one of your publishers (the name
of which I camnot yet mention# "in print,” but it is one of the firms
that has offices not far from Cambridge, Mass.--which I call quite a
"tip" without giving away any trade secrets!) has approachedmethrough
my agent with the 1dea that I edit a symposium on the various and
sundry problems that would arise, and reactions that would occur, if
intelligent life were found to exist on some other planet in our own
solar system (Venus preferably, or Mars, or even some of the more
iistant planets--or, perhaps, in the sodcalled "twilight gone" of
Mercury) or else on a planet of another star system. The idea is-to
nake the book a falrly solld Job of extrapolation, speculation, what
have you, and not just a fancy piece of sensationalism. eo

My first reaction to the idea was, naturally, enthusiastic--par--
ticularly since it was my notion that there was no reason why the
life form to be discovered had to be even remotely like ours. You
may know Loren Elseley's plece, in Harpers some months back, In which
he stipulates that if there 1s any other life in the Universe, it 1s
nost unlikely that it will be humanoid. TI followed along with this
Idea in outlining the proposal to two of my semi-scientific friends.

Vary

Curiously enough, thelr reactlon was quite negative. Both Willy
Ley and Arthur C. Clarke, each of whom have done extensive popular
writing (nonfiction) on the subject of space travel, sgy that. they:
feel that no scientist (biologist, anthropologist or otherwlse) would
ever be willing even to speculate on the possibilities of intelligence
on the solar planets other than oursy they are very firm about it, too,
Arthur Clarke, whose best-known book in the fleld was a Book-0f-Thé
Month selection ("Exploration of Spacd’), leans toward the idea of using
life from another star system as the subject of the book; he 1s one of /r/ou.,
the semi-sclentific speculators who conceived of the possibility «
interstellar flight, using the Elnsteinlan 1ldea of "subjective
time when traveling at speeds near that of light, as a far-from-limpos-
sible means of reaching the nearer stars. However, it seems tb me to be
a lot less convincing from the lay point of view then imagining some
sort of life on one of the planets of our own system.

I would very much llke to have your reaction to the idea that we
sould develop an interesting and dramatic book out of the ldea of the
existence of some sort of life on Venus. The book would startiout with
a chapter, or two or three, establishing the objective conditions of
snviromment on the planet, the forms of life thereon, and the nature
of the Intelligence possessed by that life; and thereafter it would
sontain chapters by different hands dealingwith the many problems that
the exlsbence of such life would cause to arise on Barth. I hope that
1f the idea does go through I could persuade you to work out a paper
dealing with the methods of opening communicationd between such alien
life forms and ourselves---this 1s only a suggestion, you understand,
and if you'd rather tackle some other aspect of it that would’ be just
wonderful from my point of view.
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The book will definitely skirt the flying saucer mania with great
circumspection, It might be brought ih, but only with minimum use of
the 1déa and probably with an adverse, or critical, approach. My first
thoughts are that the life form should be found on its own planet, not
that it should find us via flylng saucers; it seems to me that the
latter ldea 1s not only cmpletely played out, but evenworse is likely
to be dangerous, as it can attract crackpots ("psycho-ceramics" as one
of my friends describes them!) and cause an unpleasant mess. ' ~~

If there 1s to be a book at all, then, it will have to deal with the
possible discovery of intelligent 1ife on Venus once we have developed
space travel to a point where such voyages can be made. And énce the
stage 1s set and chapters on communications, quarantine, the sociology
and economics and anthropology (wrong word, of coursed! ) of the new
forms of life are described and written, we will then have other chap-
ters on what effects such 1ife (and the inventions, resources and prob-
lems that life might possess) would have on us humans. There mmigininm
vould be sections on property, on economic exploitation, on effects on
religion and law and educatdon, on the "new frontier," on family life,
on the entertainment world and its reactions to the new discoveries,
stc.,etec. But before we can have any book at all we have to find out
If there are some reputable scientists who will be willing to indulge
In sufficient extrapolation of the known to "invent" some 1ife forms on
Venus (or, if you prefer, Mars). -

What do you think about the idea? I am planning to write Frof.«
Harold Urey, Prof, Eiseley, Prof. Hooton, and various other scholars
and scientists about the book, but I will not do so until I have your
reaction to the idea: I do not want to launch out on a wild goose
chase and waste a lot of time if you think the idea 1s inherently-
bade Naturally, I will await your reactions with a great deal of -
interest indeed! ‘

In the meantime, I hope that you are having as cool and comforta.-
ble a hot-weather vacation as we are. We have acquired a completely
delightful little hunting shack, camplete with bottled gas refrigerator
and stove and lights (with the old Welsbach mantles!), a brand-new
outhouse, and water transported from the nearest town in a 120-gallon
tank which is suspended by a heavy chain from a nearby tree. We have
a magnificent 180° view of the Catskill range 30 miles away, and all
the breeze in New York B8tate sweeps up and over our hilltop. And all
For $25.00 a month] |

Warm

oo regard7 Ss ,
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

July 3, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Norbert:

This is to remind you that you agreed to speak

before the Association for Computing Machinery, here

at Tech, on September tenth.

Charley Adams will let you know the exact time

and will want to know from you what title you wish

vour talk to have.

Regards,

 Aa
Puilip M. Morse

PMM: JM

cc Dr. Adams



PROFESSOR M. S. SUNDARAM

sDUCATION DEPARTMENT

EMBASSY OF INDIA

2107 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. C.

July 3rd, 1953

ur Ref, Fo 17=15

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The Indian Science Congress
Association and the Government of India have
asked this Embassy to convey to you their in-
ritation to attend the 4lst Session of the
Indian Science Congress in the first week of
January 1954, which is to take place in
Tvrderabad Deccan, India.

The Goverment of India have
further advised that they would greatly appre-

siate your being their guest for a period of a
month to six weeks in order to visit research
laboratories and universities, Alr passage to
and fro will be arranged by the Embassy at the
appropriate time. TI shall be very grateful
if you will let me know your decision in this
matters

71th best regards,

Yours sincerely,
 nN

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Inst.

Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusettse

Jorn 2/29/53
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Professor M, S. Sundaram
Education Department

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Embassy of India
2107 Massachusetts Avenue, N, W.
Washington, D, C,
July 3rd, 1953

The Indian Science Congress Association and the
Government of India have asked this Embassy to convey to you
their invitation to attend the 41st Session of the Indian
Science Congress in the first week of January 1954, which is
to take place in Hyderabad Deccan, India.

The Government of India have further advised that
they would greatly appreciate your being their guest for a
period of a month to six weeks in order to visit research
laboratories and universities, Air passage to and fro will be
arranged by the Embassy at the appropriate time. I shall be
very grateful if you will let me know your decision in this
matter.

Nith best regards,

Yours sincerely,

M. S. Sundaram

Dr. Norbert Wiener, F. R. S.,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts



Caturday, July 4, 1953
Bill from Middlesex Fruit Company
Bill frown Filene's
Bil" “rom The Walsh Shoe
Bil. “rom Jordan llarsh Company
Bill rom P. R. Winters Company
Letter &amp; Contract from Groff Conklin-immediately
Bank Statement
Advertisement from Mass-Wharf (ECoal. Cil,
Boston Daily Glohe
Belmont - Mass. Citizen

Coke)

Tuesday
Letter from Mrs,
2i11 From J. L.

John L. Mahoney
Hammett Co.

Yrs Wiener
rs Wiener
Mrs Tiener
Mrs. "“ener
Mrs. 7iener
Prof. Wiener
Mrs. Wiener
Kept
kept
kept

Py £ TTS ay mroi, “lenny
2 T- 7.7.8
MIPS. s1ensr

This ic a... the mail to date, This will be the last mailing (excent for rush
items), as you will be here before tha ¥ “Ei mailing on Saturday vould
reach vou,

 Ah rn Sy







ARAM BOYAJIAN

CONSULTING ENGINEER

55 STRATFORD AVENUE

PITTSFIELD, MASS,

JWy 6, 19353

Dear Professor Wiener: -

Here is my address in case there should

be an extra copy of your lecture notes that could

oe spared for me.

I am very grateful to you for the ins-

piring conversation we had on the fourth.

Very sincerely yours

[ot _ A

Perhaps the notes will be too heavy for
mail ing. If your secretary will hold them for
me, I will have someone stop in for them.

} Ze. fF









Dept. of Math.
fags. Inst. Tech.
Cambridge, Mass
July 7, 1953

Pr. U.P. Basu,
Indian Science
1]. ®~-' Strent,

Des yo oo

Fencral Secretary
Congress Association
Calcutta 16, India
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Dept. of Math.
‘lass. Inst. of Tech.
Cambridge, Mass.
Fly 7, 1953
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(ar &amp;, on ea
THE HAYDEN PLANETARIUM

81st STREET ar CENTRAL PARK WEST

NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

Robert R. Coles, Chairman
Catharine E. Barry, Associate Astronomer
Joseph M. Chamberlain, M.A., Assistant Astronomer
Prank H. Forrester, Supervisor of Guest Relations
Hugh S. Rice, Ph.D., Resezrch Associate

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY
THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

July 8, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The American Museum-Hayden Planetarium is now making arrangements for
its Third Symposium on Space Travel, which will be held on 27 April
1954 with myself as Coordinator.

I em writing to ask if you would be prepared to give, in the portion
of the Symposium devoted to some specific problems of agstronautics, a
paper of about 20 minutes' length on the subject of communication.
By this I do not mean the merely technical one of exchanging signals
(this was dealt with in the last Symposium) but the more fundamental
problem of exchanging information with Intelligent extra-terrestrial
beings.

Professor Lancelot Hogben gave a paper on this subject to the British
Interplanetary Society in London last year » and 1t aroused a great
leal of interest. I should be glad to send you a copy if you have
not seen it.

Admittedly, this subject is purely speculative and may be of no
practical value even when space-flight is well-established , but,
in view of its fascination and of your own interests,I thought
you might care to contribute to the Symposium along these lines.

Although I am now leaving for England, my colleagues at the
Planetarium will be glad to give you any additional information 2
and I very much hope you can take part in our program,

Sincerely yours,

AC:plp

Arthur Cu Clarke, B Sc. ’ FeRoALSe
coordinator, Third Space-Travel Symposium
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Jarhart Wiener
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

July 9, 1953

Professor N. Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

T enclose:

+s A mimeographed letter giving some details about the
course MODERN MATHHMATICS FO- THE ENGINEER, for which you are planning a
lecture.

2 1" list of speakers, subjects, and dates,

7,» A brochure concerning a companion course, just completed,
in physics.

lis Two mimeographed sheets asking for information concerning
yourself and your lecture, for inclusion in a similar brochure which will
be prepared for the mathematics course. In particular, we have asked for
a photograph and hope you will not object to the slight inconvenience of
supplying this.

5e A duplicate of item lL for your files.

5. A copyright agreement,

7. A duplicate of item 6 for your files.

Please process items lL and 6 at your early convenience, within the
next week, if possible, and return them to me.

You will later receive:

ie A simple contract from the University of California, agree-
ing to pay $75.00 for each of the times you deliver your lecture for us,
and providing for travel allowance.

2. A contract from McGraw-Hill and me agreeing to pay $150.00
for vour manuscript.

3. A form asking if we can be of service in arranging your
sransvortation and lodging,



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

Je are indeed looking forward with great pleasure to having you
lecture for us, and are confident that with your help the course will be
a most successful one.

Sincerely yours,

¢. F [Rectoontbacs_
Fa I'e Beckenbach.

LFBemh
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RUEREAS

Edwin F. Beckenbach has entered into agreement with ths
feGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., of New Yerk, New York, lo pre-
sare and deliver the manuseript for a work entitled MATHIMATICS
CR MODERN ENGINEERING, and

WHEREAS

The instrument of agreement includes the following
cuaranty:

The author (Beckenbach) guarantees that the work
is original, contains no libelous statements and
in no way infringes on or vielates any copyright,
trademark or patent of others, nor any statutory
right or proprietary right of others, and that he
will indemnify and save harmless the Publishers
from all costs, expenses and damages arising from
any breach of such guaranty."

- :

WHEREAS

The undersigned Ne Wiener © is to prepare

and deliver a manuscript entitled
which will be an integral part of The said work,

NOW. THEREFORE

The undersigned hereby acknowledges responsibility for the
portion of the work to be prepared by him and delivered to Edwin
F. Beckenbach, and agrees that he will indemnify and save harmless
the said Edwin F. Beckenbach from all costs, expenses, and dam-
ages for which the said Edwin F. Beckenbach msy become liable under
the guaranty in the said instrument of agreement, but solely in
respect to the portion of the work preparsd by the undersigned.

4
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American Institute of Electrical Engineers

YNN A, SECTION

OFFICERS 1953-1954

*. C. SARGENT, Past Chairman
® ° ROHR, Chairman

MACINTYRE, Vice Chairman
"AWICKI, Secretary-Treasurer

5. MACFEE, JR., Asst. Sec’y-Trea.

N. D. BARTLETT, Institute Membership
J. E. CRABTREE, Committee on Transfers
2. R. RADNOR, Local Membership
3. E. WALL, Ass’t. Local Membership
 INCOLN STACKPOLE, Member-at-Large
N. R. COX, Member-at-Large

Member of the

Engineering Societies of New England

LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

L.. M. DOMERATZKY, Local Convention
J. R. CORNELL, JR., Publicity
C. '. WOODMAN, Entertainment
W. -.. PENNELL, Illumination
R. =. BUCKLEY, Research

W. B. PENN, Electric Machinery
S. W. THOMAS, Public Utility
F. M. W. STROJNY, Inspection Trips
W. W. WORK, Instruments &amp; Meas.
A. E. NEWTON, Basic Science

July 9, 1953

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
fassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

In planning the program for the coming year of the Lynn Section of
A.I,E,E., a great interest was exhibited by the Executive Committee in your
recent book entitled "Cybernetics", I should, therefore, like to invite you
to address the Section on either Tuesday evening at 8:00 P.M. on December 15,
1953, or March 30, 1954. If you find that either of these two days are
inconvenient, would you be so kind as to suggest another gentleman or
possibly another Tuesday evening when you yourself could come to discuss
this subject with us.

An early reply will be appreciated,

Very truly yours,

Ne We Wlhin
CHAIR¥YAN, INSTRUMENTS &amp; MEAS,

40 Federal St.
W. Lynn, Mass,

~~ -



groff conklin
% We I. Van der Poel, Jr.
R. D, 2, Hudson, N.Y.

HERBIER BHR
FHA July 13, 1953

Dear Dr, Wlener:

My sincerest thanks for the returned form concerning the use of
the "Brain" story, and also for your comments on the idea for

a book on imaginary Venusians. I appreciate the latter because
It does put a final quletus on the idea for such a book as it
was specifically outlined by the publisher's representative. How-
ever, I think that there 1s a better gpproach to the general

Idea of the book; it 1s one that I originally outlined and that
the publisher's young man has not, I think, ever seen, since my
agent was strong 2gainst it, TI am attaching herewith a carbon
copy of my proposal entitled THE PEOPLED UNIVERSE, and would
very much like to have your opinions on its merits or otherwise.

You will note that it is much more scientific in its specula-
tions and much less sensational in its approach than the one I
finally turned out end described in my previous letter to you,
It 1s my feeling that a book such as the one I have outlined
would be a really worth-while bit of scientific-philosophiec
speculation and that it also would be a quite salable item.

But I don't want to oversell the idea by talking about ity So,
when you have a spafe moment this summer, perhaps you will go
over 1t and give it a thoroughgoing criticism? I would be most
obliged for it.

The ldea of traveling New Hampshire-wards in August continues
to intrigue my wife and me, but we are not sure at the moment
whether we can make it. If we can, we will of course let you
know when we're passing by some time in advance.

No word as yet from Boucher in regard to the Broom Closet tale;
you may be sure I wlll transfer the word to you as soon as any
is received.

Most cordially,
’

1

Algonquin 5-8278





south Tarworth
New Hampshire
July 13, 1953

Jason Epstein
Doubleday &amp; Company, Inc,, Publishers
575 Madison Avenue
New York 22, New York

~~

~ am just coming home on the fourteenth and
are coming on Friday for three days,

piesa

Would you be able to put the visit off until next
week? I want very much to have my time completely
fres for you,

Sincerely,

Norbert Wiener

NL 1je



Atlanta, Gs,
7/14/53

[Ir Norbert ‘7iener
Me I. To
Cambridge, lass

Dear Sir:
Why not televise objects &amp;nd transmitt reduced voltage

impulses of this, to the severed Optic nerve ends in the vacant
orbits of persons whose eyeballs have been removed — — Then let

the patient re~learu to interpret sight in terms of these new
electric stinuli? 2 °

he
Just another thought Ind gle of new projects to

VOTK On.

lem vours,

re LoDo serra mm beiat
3uhl Optical Coe.
12 Broad St. S.We

~

A"
Ty



HARVARD OBSERVATORY MEMORANDUM

From: Donald H. Menzel

To: Norbert Wiener

Date: July 14, 1953

Subject:

I picked this up in Paris and thought 1t might Interest

vou,



Flember
\SSOCIATED PRESS

AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS

The

Laconia Evening Citizen
CITIZEN PUBLISHING HousE

18 BEACON STREET

_ACONIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ZTTA G. GALLAGHER, PRESIDEN

EDWARD J. GALLAGHER. TREAS

July 15, 1953

Dr. Nerbert Weiner
Sandwich
New Hampshire

Dear Dr, Weiner:

I welcemed the eppertunity ef meeting yeu
en veur recent visit te the effice,

My respensibility with the Evening Citizen
is directien of our daily editeriasl paffe. I am
writing yeu new te determine your willingess te
contribute a guest editerial which we might use
pn this page semetime in the future, Ve feel sure
yeu ceuld dictate a brief message te yeur assistant
fer eur use which weuld be of interest te the many
readers in this area whe knew yeu se well.

Ws weuld leave you cempletely free range

on thepubject matter...pessibly yeu might wishte tackle Sen, McCarthy, but we will leave this
sntirely up te yeur ewn judgment.

The editerial need net be leng, 500-600 werds
nere or less as yeu feel inclined.

We weuld fe~l privileged indeed te have a message
frem yeu and shall leek ferward te hearing frem yeu.

Mr. Gallagher sends his best wishes te Vou.

Very sincerely,

"oBateatiiie
s.an J. Eallentine



ROBERT P. KNIGHT, M. D.
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

EDGERTON McC. HOWARD, M. D.
ASSOCIATE MEDICAL DIRECTOR

AUSTEN RIGGS CENTER, INC
FOR THE STUDY AND TREATMENT OF THE PSYCHONEUROSES

FORMERLY AUSTEN RIGGS FOUNDATION

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
TELEPHONE STOCKBRIDGE 480

GRAHAM B. BLAINE, Jr., M. D.
~-EWIS M. BLOOMINGDALE, M. D
MARGARET BRENMAN, PH. D.
JOSEPH O. CHASSELL, M. D.
ERIK H. ERIKSON
CYRUS R. FRIEDMAN, M. D.
JOSEPH P. GUTSTADT, M. D.

RICHARD R. LININGER, M. D
STUART C. MILLER, M. D.
NORMAN POLANSKY, PH. D
DAVID RAPAPORT, PH. D.
DAVID SHAPIRO, PH. D.
ALLEN B. WHEELIS, M. D
ROBERT B. WHITE, M. D.
ON LEAVE FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Dr. Rapaport has received the reprint
"Speech, Language, and Learning, " and very much
appreciates your sending it to him, He will give
it his careful attention at the earliest possible
moment.

: n.
Sincere" rr vours

(Mrse) Ruth Shir y
Secretary to Dr. Rapaport

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts



South Tanwortn
New Hampshire
Jily 15. 1953

Dr, L. M, ¥. Boelter
Department of Fngineering
Jniversity ¢f California
los Angelea. California

Near Dr. B77

I have now consulted with my superiors at M, I. T., and
I am in a position to say definitely that I accent the offer
bo give three or four lecturos at the various branches at the
Iniversity of California this October on the dates you have
riven, I also am in a oosition to say that I an readytogive
vou the manuscrint for which you ask, I have already delivered
n series of lectures containing material of my California
lectures and rmech more. during a one week Summer course at

i, I. T. on Mathematicai Problems cf Corrunication Theory.
I send you under separate cover the mimeograntiad notes from
which I autuorize you to make such a selection as you please
for my article. However, I request from you, permission to
use this material again as a part of a Treatise on Cybernetics
which I am writing as I would find myself seriously handicapped
by being obliged to edge around it. I also intend to use the
material in these lsctures in a course which I am to give in
India this winter at the Science Congress and elsewhere,

74+h the hones of seeing you aeain § »amaip

far gincerely,

Norbert Wiener

diz je
P, 5. I would consider [i a favor if you would lst it be known
st California Tech and at Leland Stanford that I am to be in

california this autumn, as they might be interested in having
me give them lectures while I already happen to be there, If,
however, you feel as you may rightly feel, that you haves the
first lien on my services and that it would be irorover for me
to lecture elsewhere during my tris, you will be quite justified
in this attitude, and I shall be glad to accept it, Only please

let me know

A AS



South Tamworth
Yow Hampshire
"aly 15, 1653

¥dss Kuth Goodwin
Secretarial Staff
jassachusetts Institute of Technology
Tarhiridos P00 Vasgapipie esa

leary 10 e o1 {tan en

+hen I was down in the city I forgot to lead up with
Ze Le Te. stationery for my correspoixienca, Can you send
ae an asscertment of it containing both large and small
snvelopes with a few air mail envelones, and both whole
sheets and half sheets, 1 have a considerabls corresuscndence
ware and I think it is more disonifiesd to use Tech naper.,

Sincerely vours,

NOT hert Wiener

yr. a

ey $C

3
* Je timany thanks for the work vou did on the notes on my

*MITrSE,



south Tamworth
New Hampshire

vere16.1953

¥r. Arthur C. Clarke, B, Sc,, F.,R.A.S,
Coordinator, Third Space-Travel Symposium
The Hayden Planetarium
31st Street at Central
New York 2). bFewr Yael,

Dear mv 07

L am alre=r- pretty well loaded wu» with talks for next
year and I bug to be excused from the Third Sympesium on
Space Travel. In the first place, I have not thought
seriously on the subject, and, in the second place, I hold
a very determined view concerning the possibility of
communicating with beings which may be intelligent, but
which, if they are, are probably built on very different
principles from ourselves, My real view is that if and
when we manage to reach the surfaces of any other planet, we
shall either find it lifeless or with a life on such
different principles as scarcely to be recopnized by us zs
anything more than a possible film of vegetation. In
other words, I think that the flying saucer attitud: to
extraterrestial life is so anthroscrorvhic that it Just
doesn't make sanse.

Sincerely vours

Torbert viener

+ hy A fl

yi The 4,
MEPL
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Viggo Victor Kutschera,c/o

1037 West 7=th Ave.,
Vancouver 9, B.Ce,

Canada. July 16-th 1953,

Mr, Norbert Wiener,
Dept. of Cyberneticsy MeIeTey

Dear Professorie
This may surprise you sir, my making respectful

enquiry regarding the late Prof, Posey the young mathematicianand brilliant research fellow from B {101 and St.Mary's at Oxford,
who had the misfortune during the early 1230's to get himself into
an avalanche whilst skiing on Fossil Mountain nr Skoki Ski Lodge
In the Canadian Rockies, It was inevitable that Paley got killed,

Could you sir let me kmow, briefly, where I could obtain info
regards to his person-- scientific stemding &amp; other data concerning
Paley ? (whom I took for an extremely interesting Englishman from the
occasional talks I've had with him during diverse tours I undertook
in his company.)

| The undersigned is the Austrian alpine ski-guide
who warned the potential avalanche-victim Paley pertaining the very
real dangers of latent windslab snow-slides, etc.y and who looked
for him and found his body the following morning on a spot right
shove frozen Baker Lake,

It is with pleasure that I recall mine was the unusual opportunity
to meet Prof, Wiener also, and to talk to him after the funeral at
Banff, Ferhaps you remember meeting there at the artist Peter Whyte's
place g¢gne Mr, Csborne, Sheffield Steel executive en-route to theorient Mr, Csbormne had been a close friend of Paleyt's at Oxford

—“.

For any tip or info I may receive, I chall be most obliged, as -
Paley's personality was thus intriguing that it still doesn't give
me peace of mind until I shall find out more about him than I already
mow, For he was a very fine, if oddish sort of a fellow, that giant.

Trusting you?ll answer, I remain
Yours very truly:

be Uelor Aliaheod
Vieco Victor Kutschera-



South Tamworth
Now Hampshirs
July 15, 1653

“anager, Baker
Jassachussits
Jambridea 3G,

House
Institute of Technology
iagmachiasaths

Nan c- a0, hb

I enclose the following
mistake, I hope its absence
trouble.

Key
hog

which I took away by
“ut vou to no exira

truly

“1 fA

oe.4 je



THE INNER SANCTUM of
SIMON AND SCHUSTER
publishers + 630 FIFTH AVENUE
ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK 20

has just sent under separate cover to

My ry ‘ahert VWelrer

a complimentary advance copy of

SATAN IN THE SUBURBS
And Other Stories

by
bert and Russell

which the publishers believe will be
of interest. The publication date is:

fuly 16m 1953
(over)



A word of acknowledgment, together with
permission to quote your comment, if you wish,

will be greatly appreciated by the publishers.
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EMBASSY OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17th July. 1957

Dear Professor Wiener,

Kindly refer to your letter dated 8th
July, 1953, addressed to the First Secretary at
this Embassy. We are indeed glad to know that
you have accepted the Indian Science Congress
Association's invitation to visit India, and we
shall be most happy to extend to you all possible
help that vou mav reduire from us.

I would surgest that you obtain your
American passnort from the Devartment of State,
Jachington, D.C., and then mail same to me for
endorsing a suitable Indian visa thereon. If
your wife is accompanying you, her American passoort
should also be sent to this Embassy for an Indian
visa. I am enclosing application blanks for visas
mhich you may kindlv complete and return to me at
your convenience.

As soon as you let me know the avpprox-
imate date of your departure from the U.S.A. for
India. I shall be glad to arrancewur htransnortation
by air. I will avnpreciate if you kindly let me
have this information well in advance, as 1t is
Ai fFienlt to obtain a2ir nossaces at short notice.

Your-

MRsva
Enel:

» 4

Hselretarve

Professor Norbert Wiener,
liassachnusetts Institute of Technology.
Department of liathematics.
Cambridee, 9, lass.
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Embassy of India
Washington, D, C,
17th July, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener,

Kindly refer to your letter dated 8th July, 1953,
addressed to the First Secretary at this Embassy, We are
indeed glad to know that you have accepted the Indian
Science Congress Association's invitation to visit India,
and we shall be most happy to extend to you all possible
help that you may require from us.

I would suggest that you obtain your American
passport from the Department of State, Washington, D. C.,
and then mail same to me for endorsing a suitable Indian
visa thereon, If your wife is accompanying you, her
American passport should also be sent to this Embassy for
an Indian visa, I am enclosing application blanks for visas
which you may kindly complete and return to me at your
convenience.

As soon as you let me know the approximate date
of your departure from the U. S, A. for India, I shall be
glad to arrange your transportation by air, I will
appreciate if you kindly let me have this information well
in advance, as it is difficult to obtain air passages at
short notice.

Yours sincerely

Misya
Encl: Third

M. Rasgotra,
Secretary-

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Department of Mathematics,
Cambridge, 39, Mass.



20), Barrackpore Trunk Road,
Calcutta=-35, India.

Camp: 8 King George Avenue,
New Delhi.

Dear Dr. Wiener,

I am glad te learn from your letter of July 7th

that you have accepted the invitatien of the Indian Science

congress Association. We shall be very glad if you will

kindly spend some time in the Indian Statistical Institute

in Calcutta to give a few lectures or te have some research

seminars.

I am happy to learn that you intend te talk over

with me the possibility of your ceming to India for a longer

stay later.

Nith kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

od WM

(I, U. Mahalanobis)
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INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS ASSOCIATION
I, PARK STREET, CALCUTTA-16.

TELEGRAMS

SCICONG : CALCUTTA

TELEPHONBE

city 2113

General Secretaries:
Dr. U. P. BASU, p.sc., P.R.S.,, F.N.L,

Dr, B. N. FRASAD, p.sc. (Paris), ph.p, Past President :
(Liverpool), M.sc. E.N.L Dr, D, M. BOSE, m.a., php, F.N.L

Our Reference 294 /69/ 53=54.

President :

Dr. S. L. HORA, p.scC., F.R.S.E,, C.M.Z.S.,
Mm.1Biol,, F.A.S., F.Z.S.I, F.N.IL

Treasurer:
Prof, P, C, MAHALANOBIS, F.R.s.

Dear Professor Wiener,

 oe edPkh July, .... 1953

With reference to your letter dated the 7th July,1953, we
are happy to know that in spite of your engagements you have so kindly
accepted our invitation to attend the 41st Session of the Indian Science
Jongress Association to be held at Hyderabad-Dn. from 2nd to &amp;th
January, 1954.

We shall be glad if you kindly indicate the subject or
subjects of your discourse and the centres of learning and research in
India that you yourself may be interested to visit so that a tentative
programme may be drawn up by us in advance.

Further, we would be highly obliged if typedcopies of your
discourse are sent to this office for publication. This I am requesting
vou as those members who fail to join the Session may also have an
opportunity to go through your learned and valuable contribution.

¥ith best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

I, ICYre
(U.P.Basu)

Yeneral Secretary.

Professor Norbert Wiener,F.R.S.,
Dept. of Mathematics,
Massachusets Institute of Technology,

peubridee, Massachusets,«Ke



SCIENCE, the Newsweekly
THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY

American Association

for the Advancement of Science

Telephone ADams 4-7111

Cable Address—Advancesci

515 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. W.

WASHINGTON 5. D. C.

July 21, 1953

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Our office is in receipt of a copy of "La Pensee
Artificielle, Introduction a la Cybernetique," by
Pierre De Latil. We would like to send this book
to you for evaluation. If you decide that it is
worthy of review, we would appreciate it if you
will review it for the Scientific Monthly. If you
find it impossible to do the review, could you
recommend a competent person?

We will appreciate your reply on the enclosed card.
If you will appraise the book for us, and so advise,
it will be mailed to you at once.

Sincerely yours,

Mary McC4 Sheppard
Book Review Section



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

DIGITAL COMPUTER LABORATORY

211 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

GORDON S. BROWN, FACULTY ADVISOR

JAY W. FORRESTER. DIRECTOR

ROBERT R. EVERETT, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

HARRIS FAHNESTOCK, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Prcfessor Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth, Few Hampshire

FELEPHONE ELi1OT 4-3311

D.l.C.- 6345

22 July 1953

Dear Frofessor Wiener:

Ll would like to apologize for interrupting your vacation
yesterday morning. Enclosed please find a copy of the title and
abstract for your talk as it will appear in the program unless we
receive instructions from you to the contrary.

As Professor Yorse may have told you, the meeting of the
Association for Computing Machinery will be held at MIT on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday, September 9, 10 and 11, 1953. We are program-
ming the "special guest" speakers for Thursday afternoon, September
10, 1953. These talks will run from 2:0CFi to 4:00Ft.. There will
be short talks by Professor lorse, Dr. S. B. Willisms (president
of the Association for Computing Machinery), and J.W.Forrester.
We expect that our featured talk, to be delivered by you, will begin
at 3:00 PM.

We are planning to have a cocktail perty at the Faculty Club
at 5:00 I'M on Thursday. Ue would be very pleased if you would be
our guest at this party.

Thank vou again for vour cooperztion.

Sincerely vours.,

fools D Coder
Jack DD. Porter

Ine.
JDP smm



TITLE AND NUMBER

OF COURSE

TEACHER'S NAME

AND ADDRESS

MEETING

PLACE

Special Problems in Mathematics
Engineering) XL 199

Mr. Norbert Wiener (and others)
Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass

(Mathematics for Modern
No meetings: Nov, 23; Dec. 21, 28;

Jan. 43; Feb. 22
3

2250 Chem. (Campus)
ame DAY Monday

HOUR 7-9:30 p.m.
SPECIAL RATE Lecture: Oct, 19 s 1953
OF

COMPENSATION $75.0019
Begins Oct. 19, 1953

MEETINGS OF 2% HOURs ENDs Mar. 29, 1954

L. Special approval of the Head, Class Department is necessary to continue classes with less than fifteen students.

2. The rate of compensation indicated is the reasonable value, or normal price per hour.

3. Final payment is made only for those students for whom the teacher submits enrollment cards.

4. In order to be placed on the monthly payroll a Teacher’s Report of Meetings held must be submitted by the 25th day of the month.

5. A teacher on monthly payroll may expect a check by the tenth of the month, covering his services for the previous month.
6. The minimum hourly rate of compensation will be paid for the first meeting of any class discontinued for insufficient enrollment on sub-

mission of the Teacher’s Report of Meetings.

7. Please mail duplicate copy to University Extension, University of California, Los Angeles 24, California.
B. Please direct any questions regarding compensation to George M. Jamieson, Jr., Associate Business Manager, University Extension, Uni-

versity of California, 10 Administration Building, Los Angeles 24, California.

Recommended by:
MARGARET WOTTON

Head, Class Department (Southern Area)

Date...  Loo reeeeeeeea.Attest...

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF CLASS

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

UE 180C-3m~7.50(54582)255



Upon the favorable recommendation of the major department and the approval of the
Graduate Council, this course may be accepted toward the unit requirement for a
master's degree.



TITLE AND NUMBER

OF COURSE

TEACHER'S NAME

AND ADDRESS

MEETING

PLACE

Special Problems in Mathematics (Mathematics for Modern
Engineering) XL 199 No meetings: Nov. 24; Dec. 22, 29;

Mr. Norbert Wiener (and others) Jan. 5; Feb. 23
Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass,

Auditorium, N.B.S., Corons
DAY

TIME
HOUR

Lecture"

Tuesday
7-9:30 p.m.
Oct. 20, 1953

Begins Oct. 20, 1953
MEETINGS OF 2% Hours knps Mar. 30, 1954

SPECIAL RATE

OF

COMPENSATION19 $75.00

1. Special approval of the Head, Class Department is necessary to continue classes with less than fifteen students.

2. The rate of compensation indicated is the reasonable value, or normal price per hour.

3. Final payment is made only for those students for whom the teacher submits enrollment cards.

4. In order to be placed on the monthly payroll a Teacher’s Report of Meetings held must be submitted by the 25th day of the month.

5. A teacher on monthly payroll may expect a check by the tenth of the month, covering his services for the previous month.
6. The minimum hourly rate of compensation will be paid for the first meeting of any class discontinued for insufficient enrollment on sub-

mission of the Teacher’s Report of Meetings.

7. Please mail duplicate copy to University Extension, University of California, Los Angeles 24, California.
8. Please direct any questions regarding compensation to George M. Jamieson, Jr., Associate Business Manager, University Extension, Uni-

versity of California, 10 Administration Building, Los Angeles 24, California.

Recommended by:
MARGARET WOTTON

Head. Class Department (Southern Area)

Date...ZoFP5.9 Attest.......

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF CLASS

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

JR 1800-=8m~7.'50(54582)255



Upon the favorable recommendation of the major department and the approval of the
Graduate Council, this course may be accepted toward the unit requirement for a
master's degree, | | |



TITLE AND NUMBER

. . OF COURSE

TEACHER'S NAME

AND ADDRESS

MEETING

PLACE

Mathematics for Modern Engineering 899AB

Mr. Norbert Wiener (and others)
Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge, M.

(over)

2067 Michelson Lab., China Lake
DAY

TIME
HOUR

Lecture-
peciNs Oct. 21, 1953
ENDs Mar. 2h. 195.4

SPECIAL RATE

OF

COMPENSATION $75.0010 MEETINGS OF 2% HOURS

Wednesday
24:30 p.m.
Oct. 21, 1953

1. Special approval of the Head, Class Department is necessary to continue classes with less than fifteen students.
2. The rate of compensation indicated is the reasonable value, or normal price per hour.

3. Final payment is made only for those students for whom the teacher submits enrollment cards.

4. In order to be placed on the monthly payroll a Teacher’s Report of Meetings held must be submitted by the 25th day of the month,

5. A teacher on monthly payroll may expect a check by the tenth of the month, covering his services for the previous month.

6. The minimum hourly rate of compensation will be paid for the first meeting of any class discontinued for insufficient enrollment on sub-
mission of the Teacher’s Report of Meetings.

7. Please mail duplicate copy to University Extension. University of California, Los Angeles 24, California.

8. Please direct any questions regarding compensation to George M. Jamieson, Jr., Associate Business Manager, University Extension, Uni-
versity of California, 10 Administration Building, Los Angeles 24, California.

Recommended by:
MARGARET WOTTON

Head. Class Department (Southern Area)

Date............... 2o-f5.3Attest..........

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF CLASS

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION [ONIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

[TE 1800C-83m—-7."50(545s2)255



Meetings: Oct. 21; Nov. 4, 18; Dec. 2; Jan. 13, 20, 27; Mar. 3, 17, 24.



TITLE AND NUMBER

OF COURSE

TEACHER'S NAME

AND ADDRESS

MEETING

PLACE

Mathematics for Modern Engineering 899ABC
No meetings:

Mr. Norbert Wiener (and others)
Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.

159 Forkestry Bldg., Berkeley

BEGINS Oct. 22, 1953
ENDS Apr. ¥ 1054

SPECIAL RATE

OF

COMPENSATION19 MEETINGS OF 2% HOURS

Nov. 26; Dec. 24, 31;
Jan. 7; Feb. 25

DAY
TIME

HOUR

Lecture:

Thursday
7-9:30 p.m.
Oct. 22, 1953

$75.00

i. Special approval of the Head, Class Department is necessary to continue classes with less than fifteen students.

2. The rate of compensation indicated is the reasonable value, or normal price per hour.

3. Final payment is made only for those students for whom the teacher submits enrollment cards.

£. In order to be placed on the monthly payroll a Teacher’s Report of Meetings held must be submitted by the 25th day of the month.

5. A teacher on monthly payroll may expect a check by the tenth of the month, covering his services for the previous month.

6. The minimum hourly rate of compensation will be paid for the first meeting of any class discontinued for insufficient enrollment on sub-
mission of the Teacher’s Report of Meetings.

7. Please mail duplicate copy to University Extension, University of California, Los Angeles 24, California.
8. Please direct any questions regarding compensation to George M. Jamieson, Jr., Associate Business Manager, University Extension, Uni-

versity of California, 10 Administration Building, Los Angeles 24, California.

Recommended by:
MARGARET WOTTON

Head, Class Department (Southern Area)

eeeeeeeeaeeAttest.........

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF CLASS

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

JE 1800-3m~17,"50(54582)255
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“hile I may look over your poop s What you ars asiior
for is essentinlly a niece of enzine rine consultation ord B
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YePENT

~ oracent I am un to my neck in writing a nsw hook
by dictation at a rate from ten to sixteon parses a day, inder
these efrcvmstances, I don't want to load ryself dowm with anv
wre literery duties, and furthermora, I don't want to stick
ry neck out until I am good and ready, ana I have found the
richt eirecumstances under which to do it efifsctivelwr. I
anercciats your courtesy and interest in writirs we, but IT
shink vou will wnderstand my eituantion.
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I do not know the subject too well directly,
[ am cuite convinced that severed ontic nerve ends vary soon
lorenorate and ars unable to carry electric stimulation, ven
 this were not the case, the problem of disentansling tho
romiact, close saetions of the individual fibers into something
Like a retina whlch could receive distinouishable local 1:oulses
ig, at praesent, utterly forbidiling and I bolievs ho clens,
[om afredd that access to the brain of the blind rust be
obtained throws other sanses and rust always sulfor fron
ery cearss torture as comnarad with the retina, Perhans
thls may nob always be the case, ub the discoveries which
porpit wore than a very erude oresthasis of vision Faw not
ret Deon pede
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I hove Just finished a vary busy academic year and
I am poling on to an even busier swmoer of literary work, there
Tors, even ob this late date I have not ob pond Vercnre!d
novel, I am swe you raglics that the sanding of unesliicilted
hochs in order Lo obtadn a» einion shoud them is a rial
nzodness ab host, end that you mist ermach a rood worortion
of blanks, If I find the tire IT mor 5231) somd vou
corTmiont. but don?t eoun® on it
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

not Lo fer emt

South Tamworth
New Hampshire

[9m - cnTam

July 2, 1953

F. Kajtor, M, D,
Department of Neuropsychiatry
University Medical School
Debrecen 12, Hungary

Dear Dr. Kajtor:

You can obtain a copy of my book on Cybernetics from
Hermann and Cie., 6 Rue de la Sorbonne in Paris, You will see
that it is manifestly impossible for me to send copies of my
book to all the people who show interest in it.

Sincerely yours

Norbert Wiener

NWe je
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( THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS |

Mrs. Mary McC. Sheppard
Book Review Section
The Scientific Monthly
1515 Massachusetts Av.e, N.W.
Washington 5, D.C.



La Pensee Artificiells

Dr. Norbert Wiener
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SOUL Larmor
nev Hormshire

‘Te Vizoe Victor Kutschere,
1037 “ast 7 Th fol,
Joncouvepr ©. © LL. Canada,

gear I'v. Kutachora:

Your letter cone-ruing Maley could nob comz ab a vero
cowortuna tire, since I an now writing ry olomrasiyy and how
Just Seen concerned Jith the sesuoeres doaling with Paley,
virat, ha wes not from Talliol and Ot, Varyts, but fron
Lrinlby at Cambridro, [le wes nob a »roossor bub a follos
of ds ecolloss. 48 to the inowitebilidy of his outbing
killed, that was a foregone conclusion from his uhole
attitude to sport and to dancer,

In sorry to say that your resory of meeting re is
mistaken, for I did no% go cut to the funeral,. 48 to
biogrephical material concerning Paloy, I rysslf wrote a
note for tho srotoodinps of the Arerican Iothomatical Society,
whlch I do not have at hed lore as I an uo In the country
rathor thas in ry office ab il, Ie Ta Probobly the bost thing
for you to do, to get obher roterial, is to write to |
Professor Je Le Littlewood at Trinity Colledn, Canbridro,
“ngland, or to dss Cartwrdght, iiotress of Girdon, also
ab the inglish Canbridee, I am sure they can give vou all
Lihat vou wich,

3y the woy, I am in the Mathematics Dr nrtrent, al thers
13 no Deoartrant of Cybernetics at 1M, I. Te I am very mich
interested In your letter, and hoe that sooner or later I
nay eve a chance bo talk with you, As soon as I hove rode,
complete use of the manusceriot I have already bsen provaring
I shall see that you gov a copy of those nassaros concerning
28love

a13n77lv(&amp;)r53[MS1“As

SJorbert Liener

gly s jc



July 24, 1953 South Tamiorth
tiew Vasnoshira

rs. Lillian ie Lieber
Lonz Joland University
385 Flotoush Avenue Indonsion
nroolilrm J. Eew York

Dear vo, L-7

Yong thanks for your two books, I havo ssén a rood
doal of your previous work, and I think you hove buen a great
hel in vopulorizing mothenotics, I am afraid, however, that
29 far both as mathemebical and artistic style go, I ama bit
of a conservative and I hooe to have the owortunilty sore tine
in the future of teldins issue with vou in a personal discussion,

03PEs vv

‘orbert Vionor
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Uany thanks for the coy of the poems of Dylan Thoras,
a geass bo haves a very consideracle force and fertility. but
bo me those qualities are merred by tho somewhat heavy and
convonblional way (for ewn a new and orisinal convention may
ba a convention) which he has of applying his enithebs as if
ha wars butterinz a piece of bread, In othor words, I feel
bln a richness of insizht on his vert is combined with a
mechanical method of using this insight which generally does
not core off. I an sorry to glve you this opinion, but tis
is ny ondindion and you hove asked for it.
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I as oubiing ny lectures sohdaldo bo Liu bow aod
Li pOprbiouiar aoouy wise dale thal you nae, whlch will Le
Swsl alter ry retasn ros a gruelling leeches rin to India,
Cort widien I shall neod ww wWeous bo rogunaroto. So I
roel 1 will be wnnble to accept your kind invitation to
walls bo Hebron on the (ne Duvlred and Ciftieth Aanmdvorsary
Libs Founding, |
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July 24, 1953

AL present I am rmueh too ocounied with pv oun
writing to reed anytiing mere than &amp; fract «7 00 many
original capers with vhich I am showered, However. yours
looks Lnterosting, and I shall try to have e looic ab it
later.
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Jorbert liener

= *

ii 3 JC

anes

Fre
7

~

 oy
5 a



South Tamworth
New Hampshire
July 24, 1953

The Passport Officer
Department of State of the United States of America
Nashington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I believe I had correspondence with you b=fore about the
possibility of going to India and securing a passport for the
trip. I now enclose an expired passport for my trio to Paris
in 1950-1951 as a Fulbright professor at the College de France,
as well as two letters from the Embassy of India in Washington
inviting me to make the trip to India and suggesting how
arrangements may be made, I am proposing to leave the United
States some time in December 1953 and to be back early in
February 1954 in time to take up my second term's teachinz
in ths Massachusetts Institute of Technology. I shall go
alone, leaving and returning by air. As it may be professionally
desirable for me to meet my friends and colleagues in Europe
and in particular to renew the contacts which I made on the
occasion of my Fulbright professorship, I should appreciate
the greatest latitude of countries to ke visited which you
may be able to extend to me, but I do not expect that excent
for the trip itself, I shall spend more than a couple of days
in Europe, either in Dublin, where I should like to see
Professor Schrodinger of the Irish Institute for Advanced
Studies, or in London where I have a host of old friends with
whom I should like to talk over scientific matters, or in
Paris where it would be interesting for me to see how the
Cercle Cybernétique is going, which is founded on my ideas
and researches. I don't no whether I shall visit Pakhistan
for more than airplane transit, but it would be agreeable if
there were no impediment for the trip. It is also possible,
though not particularly likely that I might wish to return to
the United States around the world, if, as I suspect, the cost
of airplane transport is not very different, However, the
one really essential part of the trin is the visit to India
itself,

Respectfully yours,

Norbert Wiener

NWs je
Enclosures 72
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shod he atred. of mown yoors hard work,  Therefora, asart
Crom aaoting wp seloctific eclisamuone and their stwlands,
[shew d 1ike the cflicial recestions and the forrnl wert of
Lier ris bo ba ocubt bo the bone, and in eellonlar, oowvot
Rricrtene wee trio unless I have acoub one doy in each wensik
bo myself, ad unless T have a good throes hours sach doy {ov
PCBT B00 Irom ny hours of sleep, 1 nove neard that Indian
bed fs can be vor eraebing on tie lecturers and I cnn vell
weiovstand viyy tals rey ve tie case, Uwroush a perfoctly
lesitiirte desire bu fob Lo? most oul of somsune who is Lhora,
bor all, for only a brief stay. ub I cannot afford to mnie
Bree brio one watch Will cause serious drarosds on por hoodih,

LamineolBully yours,

lor hert donor
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December 15 will Dind me ahwut to lenny: for a very
iggy visit to India and foreh 30 will Sil ora shortly aftap
wy rotura and with a rreech ned to rest un altar what oa J

pave haan bold by other A-ericnns vho have lscherod wv India,
7i1l. bo a rruelling experience, Therefore, I nwet vers off 0
sobh dates, Vly not ry Ir. Yeo Ve Iee of tie tasrochusetis
Inatitute of 'Jechnoloms?
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July 27, 1953

Prof, Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hamnshire

Dear Professor Wiener:

Thank you very much for your letter of July 24
acknowledging mine of June 28 concerning the
mechanical amplifiers, I can well imagine that
you have difficulty reading all of the naners
you receive, and I will appreciate very much any
comments you could make on mine in the future.
Do you feel it could be developed into a suitable
Doctor's thesis?

Following July 30, 1952? my address will be
c/o Mrs. A. L. O'Rourke, 78, Fairmount Avenues,
St. Paul 5. Vinnesots.

Thank you very much for any advice you can
sive me.

” vour oy

Nt a - UIRourke

209 Speedwell Avenue
Morristown, New Jersev



Professor Norbert Wiener

Title:

ibstract:

Programming in Computing Machines and in the Autcmatic Factory

How high speed computing machines demanded automatic
prograrming and how automatic programming was bound
to lead to the automatic factory.
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JEAN A. CLARK, M.D.
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July 28, 1953

IN WAVERLEY

MCLEAN HOSPITAL

N. FRANKLIN WooD, M.D
DIRECTOR

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New HEampshire

Dear Norbert:

On the opening day of the International EEG Congress
(August 17th) there is to be a symposium in which Dawson from
rondon will speak on Auto-ceorrelation; also Crey Walter on his
toposcopic technique and Xnott on automatic analysers. The plan
is to have an hour for free discussion after the speakers and
&gt;fficial discussants have finished, and I am sure the speakers
~ope very much that you will te there for your comments and
criticisms would contribute immeasurably to this topice I am
anclosing a program so that you may see the time schedule. Don't
pay any attention to the Chairman of that session. The program
committee chose as chairmen persons whom they thourht would have
little to contributes.

T hear the course at M. I. Te was a tremendous success

and want to thank you for your kindness in making it possible for
John Barlow to attend.

I am enclosing a few photographs of recent results we
nave got with the Cherrv correlator. We would welcome vour commentse

Give my affectionate rreetings to Marrcaret and to Peggy
if she is with you. [oo

Sincerely, Justo
aL Aen

JL JL Sn
2 enterfABB/td



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS !
* a)

24 &gt; 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
Yew Hampshire

Dear Professor Wiener:®

I have asked the Photo Service to send you 12
copies, 1n passport size, of the picture which I
am enclosing. I was able to find only two or three
large plctures and this one seemed recent enough
and available at the Photo Service. They told me
that thev should be sent out at the end of this week.

I have forwarded the reprints but sm sending back
the letter from Czechoslovakia gince it asks for 2
NOOK.

You spoke to me, when you were here, about the
possibility of Janet Corliss as one of the secretaries
in the Department. There is now a vacancy and if she
is at all intercsted we would be glad to hear from
her. I expect to leave on vacation a week from Friday,
on August 7,and I will be gone for three weeks.

J mr « =neaprel "yours,
4

y

ad,

Ruth o. Goodwin

nes. (2)
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DOUBLEDAY &amp; COMPANY, INC. Publishers Ge 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 ~ MURRAY HILL 8-5300

July 30, 1953

Dear Professor Wiener:

The new chapter has just arrived, and I will lonk at it
tonight and then give it to the typist to include with
the rest of the book. The whole works should be ready
in about a month, and I am even more confident than ever

that it's going to work out well.

I do want to thank you and Mrs. Wiener again for the
pleasant time I had in New Hampshire last week. I do
hope you enjoyed it as much as I did.

Sincerely,

Tene
Jason Epstein

Professor Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

TE:nr



Viggo Vietor Kutschera,
c/o 1037 West 7-th Ave.,

Vancouver 9, B.C.,
Canada, July 30=th 1953,

Dear Prof, Wiener:-

Thank Jou very much for the information withregards to the late Mr, Paley,
If it should be that you are in

need of any further substantiating first-hand evidence, a most
reputable witness was at hand there at Skoki then--the former
honorary Librarian of Darthmouth College, Mr, Nathaniel Goodrich,

Mr, Goodrich was a noted amateur alpinist, skier and climber in
his day, and a widely travelled gentleman, I knew him well and
can say he's a man who wouldn't make mistakes if he'd have to
verify anything, I assume it should be an easy enough matter for
you to contact Mr, Goodrich, just in case that you sir would want
to check up on one or the other item concerning the late Paley.

Mr, Goodrich came West with the rest of the Boston Ski party (not Z
tea party!) in the quasi position of a, well, sort of chaperone--
and, as you may know, Mr, Faley had joined the Bostonians without
meh fuss or adoo quite on his own (or so I've heard?)

Sincerely Yours:

lags Vp Konaker5
Viggo Vietor Kutschera.

NeBe3
If I recall correctly, Mr. N. Goodrich wrote the fatality up
in the American Alpine Journal, as well as in the American
Ski Annual (the year following the tragedy.)
His accounting was correct; I've read itsthen when the affair
was fresh in my mind, (You see I've had to bring out several
other avalanche vietime that year--and/many since.)

VK.
Form



ROCK.

SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.

publishers
« TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400-. =) CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, sew Yer

July 30, 1953

De ¢ar Dr, Wiener:

The Summer 1953 issue of the Virginie
norter’— Review contains a review of EX-PRODIGY
by Margaret Mead which, despite a couple of errors
of fact, is by far the most perceptive and intelli-
pent review of your book that I have seen.

Should you have missed it and find
it inconvenient to get at a copy, I cen have ours
reproduced for you.

Sales continue slowlybut steadily
averaging about 30 a week for the last couple of
months.

ith best "jishes y

a Ji

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth, N., H.

hws :1f

-

i?
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TELEPHONE
MURRAY HILL 9-7630

july 31, 1953

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

NATIONALISM AND SOCIAL COMMUNICATION by K. W. Deutsch
has just been published under our imprint and we have forwarded
a copy. Please accept it with our compliments and those of
he author.

We are well aware of your interest in this field and
feel that this book will prove useful to you. Should you care
to make any comments upon examining the volume, they would be
most welcome.

Yours very truly,

rf .

Lo biees . Arll. A
Andrew H. Neilly, Jr.
Assistant Sales Manager

AHN: LN
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