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Telephone :

Cleeve Hill 241
NATIONAL COAL BOARD

CENTRAL RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT,

STOKE ORCHARD,
CHELTENHAM,

GLOS.

2nd September, 1952,

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
BOSTON,
Mass,, U.S.A.

Dear Professor Wiener,

[I am reading a paper to the

British Association this week which I

think will

2 COPY.

interest you, So I enclose

Yy best wishes to you all,

Yours sincerely,

AS.
Ly

J. Bronowski,
Director,





PLAZA 3-8575

THE ANALYSTS JOURNAL

HELEN SLADE, MANAGING EDITOR

400 EAST B7TH STREET

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

Septe 3 1952

Dear Mr. Wiener:

It seems to me you are correct
in saying cybernetics could become a slogan. In
Wall Street this is true. Some snalysts look
wise mention cybernetics and have not the slightest
idea concerning it.

Now ofcourse I am not trying to
urge you for a few words, but since you can not(I
wish you could) do you know anyone who might write
a few words on an introduction of cybernetics
for the Journal? It would be a real service to
our members and to all the financial analysts of the
country. For there are quite a few with a true
interest plus an ardent desire to learn more
concerning this fine method. Humbly I am one.

Sincerely
 on

Helen Slade

Mr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge 39 Mass.





PHILCO CORPORATION
PHILADELPHIA 34

PENNSYLVANIA

September 4, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor \Wlener:

We have just learned that you will visit Philadelphia
on Tuesday, October 7 to receive the Alva Renga Prize
before the College of Physicians. We would be delight-
ed 1f you can find-it possible to remain for an extra
evening, Wednesday, October 8 and address our new
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, (SIAM).

STAM has been incorporated durlng the past year as a
non-profit corporation with purposes as follows:

Qe

De

Ca

To further the applié¢ation of mathematics to
industry and sciences
To promote baslc research in mathematics lead-
ing to new methods and techniques useful to
industry and science,

To provide media for the exchange of informa-
tion and ideas between mathematicians and other
tachnical and scientific personnel.

Among its activities SIAM will have symposia on such
topics as Operations Research, Network Synthesis, Lin-
ear Programming, Communication Theory, Computers-
Programming and Logical Design, and 1t 1s hoped that
1ts activities will expand to includé industrlal mathe
ematics problems wherever they exist. SIAM also plans
to publish a quarterly bulletin which will contaln
papers on the same toplcs.

Any subject about which you might care to talk and which
would be compatible with our alms and objectives would
be gladly accepted, and we would like to know the title
of the talk as soon as possible,

Regarding accomodations, we wlll make additional hotel
reservations for you at whatever hotel has already been



Professor Norbert Wiener -2- September 4, 1952

chosen by the College of Physlclans and take care of
whatever additional expenses you may incur.

We hope you willl find it possible to accept our invita-
tion. A prompt reply will be greatly appreciated so
that if you do come, we may give the event adequate
publicity.

Very respectfully “Rl
 ~—

I. Edward Block
Research Division

CC: We E., Bradley

AA ! Y
ort } / /: /
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

MANAGEMENT DIVISION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 1952

E. H. MACNIECE (1952), CHAIRMAN

JOHNSON AND JOHNSON

500 GEORGE STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK. N. J

A. M. PERRIN (1953), VICE-CHAIRMAN

NATIONAL CONVEYORS CO., INC

50 CHURCH STREET

NEW YORK 7, N. Y

. A. MARSHALL, Jr. (1954)

ENGINEERING MANPOWER COMMISSION OF

ENGINEERS JOINT COUNCIL

29 WEST 39TH STREET

NEW YORK 18, N. Y,.

*HIL CARROLL (1955)

6 CRESTWOOD DRIVE

MAPLEWOOD, N. J.

5. STOKES TOMLIN, JR. (1956)

TURCK HILL &amp; CoO., INC.

10 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA

NEW YORK 20. N. Y.

N., A. MACCREHAN, SECRETARY

LORD BALTIMORE PRESS

1601 EDISON HIGHWAY

BALTIMORE, MD.

*RCOLE ROSA, JR., ASST. SECRETARY

DEPT. OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

NEW YORK 27. N. V

September Sti, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am writing to you to acknowledge receipt of
Ene manuscript of your talk before the ASME. I was
very plicased to near tnat you would be able to stay
for tre evening panel.

I found your paper to pe extremely stimulating
and I belicve that it wiil lead to a good deal of
nealtny discussion. For several reasons some of
wiiicn are obvious and some of wnicn are not, tne
made 1a your paper nave not received tne kind of
discussion tuev deserve.

pointg

Plcasc accept my numble apologies for tne
inconvenience tuat my request for a copy of your
talk has caused you. The Society nas found in tne past
tnat preprinting talks adds considerably to tne
discussion twat takes piace at the meetings. And our
only tnougnt was to getting tne fullest discussion and
widest dissemination of your comments. There is no
Question in my mind toat tne comments you nave made
concerning tne machine and its prospects for replacing
Lite worker deserve trie widest consideration.

On bonalf of tue pxecuvive Carmittee, I want to
cXpress our appreciation to you for your wliiingness
to participate in tne Annual Meeting and for your
wisringness to prepare a paper under wnat snoutd nave
Doerr vour vacation time.

Le

Singerelw yoRy's
; ’

x
ye _ ssba/l
KPecole HKOosSa JT.

Professor Norbert Wicner
Department of latnematics
Me I. Te
JSambridge, dv, Mass.

PL FASE REPLY TO WRITER AT HIS BUSINESS ADDRESS
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MAP 463

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
20 WEST 3012 STREET NEW YORK 18

Date___Sept. 8, 1952

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than_S€Dte2li,1952intheenclosedaddressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.
Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

1. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:__

2. YOUR NAME:

PIT LE ooiimriiimiiieitteeepeeie

CONNECTION_
ADDRESS__

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (l.ist not more than 5 names and addresses)

 ae——————————————————————

————————————————e———————————————~——

I. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copiea of a 100-150 abstract)
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 39TH STREET, NEW YORK 18

Sept. 8 ? 1952
Date

To Authors and Speakers:
The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to

assure the proper program listing of your participation in he forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you. Septe 2h. 1952

Please return in triplicate, not later than —in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.
Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting
O. B. SCHIER I}

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

ft. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:_

2. YOUR NAME:

TITLE
CONNECTION__
ADDRESS

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4, SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than § names and addresses)

 ET—

3. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100150 abstract)

pre
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 39TH STREET, NEW YORK 18

Pente Fy 1059
Dare

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you. ¢

Please return in triplicate, not later than in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly vours.

1952 Annual Meeting O. B. SCHIER

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

i. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER.:.

2. YOUR NAME:

TITLE= __

CONNECTION__
ADDRESS

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100150 abatract)
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 301 STREXT, KEW YORK 18

Sept. 8 9 1952
Date

To Authors and Speakers:
The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to

assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than_Septe2l1, 1952in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.
Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

i. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:___

2. YOUR NAME:

riTvE
CONNECTION i

ADDRESS_

3, BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than § names and addresses)

gi—————

———————AHA——————A——

ee——_————————

2 ARSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)



MANAGEMENT II-KIRD I-MATZRIAL HANDLING IVeSAFETY I-PRM o ENGRG. III-JUNIOR 11
M

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
20 WEST 30 STREXT, NEW YORK 18

Date ___
Sept. 8, 1952

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than_SeDhe -

envelope.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

6% in the enclosed addressed

Very truly vours,

1952 Annual Meeting
0. B. SCHIER Ii

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

i. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:_

2. YOUR NAME: ________

TIT LE irr

CONNECTION_
ADDRESS

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

 ee ———
5 ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
290 WEST 39rr STREXT, NEW YORK 18

Date__
Sent, 8 9 150

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than.

envelope.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

2in the enclosed addressed

Very truly vours,

1952 Angeal . “py 0. B. SCHIEE

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

i. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:_

2. YOUR NAME:____==

rrrL.e__________0000
CONNECTION

ADDRESS__

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5 ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copiea of a 100-150 abatract)
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TELEGRAMS

SCICONG : CALCUTTA

, 18
TELEPHONE

DK QA34E

‘zeneral Secretaries :

Dr. S.R. SENGUPTA
Bengal Engineering College

President :

Dr. D. M, BOSE. M.A., Ph.D. F.N.I

Dr. B. N. PRASAD, DSc (Paris), Ph.D.
(Liverpool), M.Sc. F.N.IL.

_akshmi Niwas. George Town, Allahabad

Past President:
Dr. J. N. MUKHERJEE, F.N.I,, F.A.S.

Treasurer:
Prof. P. C. MAHALANOBIS,F.R.S

Our Reference. 12.69 | bo] 1-83. ,

BY ATR MAIL.
Oth September, 1952 ,

Subiect

Dear Prof. Wiener,

I am desired by our Association to invite you to the 4Oth
Session of our Congress which will be held at Lucknow, not very far from
Delhi as far as distances go in India, from the 2nd January,1953 to the
3th/9th January,1953. We hope it will be possible for you to aceept our
invitation, be with us for the entire period of the Session, participate
in the deliberations of the Congress and also to deliver a lecture or
two on the branch of science which you have been serving with such
devotion and conspicuous success.

Our Association provides the common forum for all branches of
Science and it is representative of teachers and research workers in thevarious branches of Scienced. Many of the scientific workers in our
Jniversities and Research Institutions are eargerly looking forward to
your visit as they are naturally anxious that they might get the opportu-
1ity of deriving the utmost benefit from your visit, through discussions
and lectures and talks from you on research problems and to gain
inspiration from the possible contact with you. The Association therefore
lesires me to request you to stay on in India for five weeks or more
after the session of the Congress visiting some of our Universities and
tegsearch Institutions so that as large a number of our scientists as
possible may benefit and you may also come to know personally some of
the younger workers. Knowing how pre-cccupied you are, we hesitate to
request you to spend more than six weeks in India but we earnestly hope
shat it would be possible for vou to prolong your stave.

During the entire period of your stay in India, you
will naturally be the guest of our Association. The cost of passage will,
however, have to be met bv vou.

The Government of India associate with our Association in
extending this invitation to you and the invitation from the Government
&gt;f India is being sent through our diplomatic representative in The First
Secretary. Embassv of India in the U.S.A., Washington, D.C.

We will be very happy and grateful if you would kindly malte
A special effort and see vour wav to accepting our invitation.

If you are able to be with us during the session and for a
few week thereafter, I shall be glad if you will kindly indicate the
subject or subjects of your discourse and the centres of learning and
research in India that you yourself may be interested to visit so that a
tentative programme may be drawn Eg up by us in time and sent to you
For finalisation.

P.T.0O.



Our diplomatic representative in xhExMighx@er-"" "TARXX
PaxxErdiaxixxkhz the First Seacretary, Embassy of India in the U.S.A.,
Vashington,D.C., has been asked by our Governmenttorenderyou all
sossible assistance regarding passage, visas, etce

I shall be very grateful if you will kindly let me know
as early as possible whether it will be possible for you to accept
Mr invitatione

ith kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

~ (DJChakravarti)
Nf fe .General Secretary.

Prof. Norbert Wiener,F.R.5., Bh
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, UeSeAs
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--page one--—

or,

201, Derehsm Road,
Norwich,

Noriolk,
BNGLAND,

11th Dent.

Norbert diener,
l'agsachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge, lassachusetts,
 fe Sek.

*50

Near Dr. Wiener. (Three pages)

I wonder whether you would be kind enough
50 help me on the following points?

2. It was reported here that you told the imerican
Association for the Advancement of Science that work is
coing on in U.S.4. on a "hearing glove" that picks up sound
and tronsmits it per nervous electricity to the brain, in
3 manner capsble of rapidly improving the speech of sa deaf
mute, and apparently implying the prospect of very great
inroads on the entire problem of defects in hesring and
speech.

Are you in a position to furnish any further data on
this line of development; or can you give me some reference
Eo the individuals or organizations enzaged upon it?

3. ©oecondly, I have been pursuing the notion that a
logical outcome of current development is likely to be
an attempt to pick up "thought impulses and to interpret
these (should they need interpretation),with fair intelli-
3ibility, by espplicstion of the advanced clectronic analy-
sis of waveforms so greatly developed in your country
during and since the viorld vier IT.

I hsve conceived this as possibly attainable by
att-ntion to some such seats of high-canslization as the
aural or orsl systems, applying electronic pick-up. ‘'r,
alternatively, by hyper-microphony on the assumption that
rudimentary adjustments occur in the throat concomitantly
with thought end regardless of whether there 1s actual
decision to gmneak or not.

I have in mind the ordinary-language nature oi much
Fhought, and I am inspired by consideration of the piezo-
agpect of the "intake" operation of the aural system.

Perfection need not be expected in the early stages
of 2 suitable technique, Nevertheless, short of perfection,
useful indicators might be secured which would be something
additional and complementary to the relatively broad indi-
cators secured Irom conventional encephalogrsphy on the one
hand and trom the other conventional indices of thought and
scmotion on the other hand.

Finally I would contemplate the possibility of the
technique's op ration either by a method of relatively
close contsct, or by some manner of pick-up from a ;greder
distence. In this last connection current knowledge should
reduce problems connected with focussing, and of course we
can draw on advanced technioues for selectivity and ampli-
fication.

;
Ty

I think the sbove ig sufiir~ie-
- wr cama)"ng Eire AT om ~~

~  a deine
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I have raised this problem vith a nuzbe oof prominent
specialists in fields adjacent to it. Cr he's” been scepti-
cal on account of the small micro-voltages availlable to |
rely on, while snother has remarked that to him the problem
of pick-up does not seem so grest as the problem of infer-
pretation of the complex waveforms.

I'y own first impression is that the wave-Lorm difficulty
is not likely to be the fundamental snag, ii there 1s one.
fais is my impression upon a certain introduction to the
remarkable comprehensiveness of the high-speed waveitorms
analysis techniques developed e.g. as illustrated in the
MoI.T Radiation Lab. Series.

~=~cond impression is more complex and may be stated
hie

perhaps the problem, slthouzh a somewhat obvious
one, has not yet been tackled on 8 full scale
as a recognized theme in the applicatbtim of
electronic and acoustic science;
the necessary techniques are somewhat various,
and consequently do not fsll naturally to any
of the existing well-known specislizations;

.«)hence we hgve again the kind of problem presentedpreviously dis: the history of television - that
a variety of techniques may already be available
but awaiting conjolning by some Zworykin or such-
like.

 LI think I make myself clear,

ly third impression concerns yourself. it is that
you have marked yourself as not limiting yourself to 8
very narrow specialization in your contemplation of the
potentialities of electronics.

You will therefore understand why I am rsising this
topic with you. You will also sppreciate why I am stating
the problem quite briefly, and suggesting that you might
be interested to consider the matter and perhaps to assist
ne to data and litersture snd references to individuals end
organizations from which, in your Judgment, I am likely to
secure the most enlightenment at the points I need, in order
to pin down the scope and snags of this theme. I would like,
of course, eventusll§lbe able to define the scope and snags
with as precise mathematical precision os possible given the
nre cent state of knowledgce,

+, It has further occurred to me that the present time
may be ripe for a review of the possibilities of influencing
tissues or nerve or brain currents, more particularly from
3 distance orcater than skin-contact.

Mn this problem agsin I think there may be a cerfain
degree of imprecision prevailing. Thus it has been suggested
to me that perhaps a trein of very intense r.f. pulses would
be rectified by an interface in the skin, that penetration
of r.f. into the body would be very small, snd direct effect
on the central nervous system slight, whilst at lower
frequencies other than direct contact is unpromising since
capscitétive and inductive couplings are loose. But efiects
comparable with those of rhythmic photic stimulation might
follow a diathermy at some critical frecuencye.

nn the other hand it hagbeen put to me that electromeg-
netic radistion, of almost every known wavelength from 5C
nmetrea down FA the wer ahart wavelercbh~ AT hanA amma



-naze three-

rays, has apprecisble effect on the tissues 2nd, directly
or indirectly, on the brain (the same being btrue of pressure
and friction sgents such as ultrasonics and sound, and also
yf temperature bv convection as well ss rsdistion).

hat seems to put the scope of the problem widely
snouzh, and to set the context or perspective! I think it
ntiers invitati~ns to comment.

But to pin my notion down I would add that what I
snvision is something in the nature ol "remote" inducement
of an "abnormal encephalograph'", possibly with the abnormsli-
ties oi behaviour commonly associated therewith. lurthermore
observe that we need not envision a "desth-ray". Sarly or
eventusl influencing of sensation and/or bshaviour (e.g. in
conjunction with something on the lines of that "sbnormsl
encephalograph) would be of interest. In addition it is to
be noted that perhaps critical seats Tor attsntiosn would
not demand, relatively, a very great depth oir penetration.

I think it might even be pogsible, using this kind of
technique in conjunction with sonic and/or ultrasonic bom-
bardment, to induce fairly precise trains of thought and
hence to govern behaviour sand thousht in come detail.

Perhaps you may think that the most promising approach
to something analozous to all this would indeed be Tound
sarliest along the route of ultrasonic or (stretching the
analoeoy further) sound-=besm bombardment.

5e I feel quite certain that you will be interested to
consider the foregoing three topie~ -7  ~v, and I very
much hope that you recy be in a po. i _ T€ me some
agsgistance on them slong the lines I Leoev- indicated,

5. I am in communication about these questions with such
ag Frof, A.V. Hill (the President of our British Association
for the Advancement of Science), Units of the Ledical
nesesrch Council, the Burden Institute of Leurology at Bristol
certain other resesrch orgenizations, and specialists in
neurology end mathematics, in this country, as well as
various orgsenizations and individual svecialists in your
~ontine nt.

You will understand that in conveying very broad
impre:sions I am not actually purporting to indicate the
state of knowledge or opinion here with any precision. with
your experience you will appreciate that I have merely
endeavoured to indicate an apprecistion of the nature of
some of the inevitable general difficulties likely to
be connected with such a topic, while at the same time I wish
to convey to you that this present enculry is a =zenuinely
Jerlous one.

7 I shall be most grateful if vou will contribute to
this discussion, as I am v rv U1 3870.

Your

«wo. OCULCHE
P.2. The "hearing glove" suggests snalosies applicable to
the faculty of sight, means to relieve various forms of
blindness with, at first, at lesst indicators of light and
shadow end perhaps proximity =- indicators additional to
such items as the reading aid which R.C.A. men were discuss—
lng in "3dlectronics" and "J. Frank. Inst." in 1949?



NATIONAL BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU, INC.
Affiliated with Better Business Bureaus in Principal Cities of the United States and Canada

CHRYSLER BUILDING, NEW YORK 17, N. Y

Telephone: MUrray Hill 6-3535

EDWARD L. GREENE

President

BUY.a
a et2 P &gt;

September 11, 1952.

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The question you raise, one of determining whether the inclusion
on your letterhead of a statement such as you suggest would prevent
misuse of your letters and/or free you from the responsibility
»f any such misuse, we would think could best be answered by your
attorney. He would be qualified to advise you of the legal force
lent by such a statement.

Perhaps the most direct way of commenting on the ethics involved
in this matter would be to say that organizations like reporting
agencies have been known to state on their reports, etc. that
information given is designed for the use of the recipient only
sr that the information given cannot be used for sales or pro-
notional purposes, and so forth.

These comments, we hope, will in some measure answer the questions
you have raised.

Cordially yours,

Diana Bennett :mw
JAR

lepresentative

Performing a Public Service with the Support of Private Industry
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GENERAL§3)ELECTRIC
COMPANY

METER AND INSTRUMENT DEPARTMENT

40 FEDERAL STREET » WEST LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS ® TELEPHONE LYNN 33-3400

September 12, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

The prominent part you are scheduled to play in this year's
A.S.M.E. annual meeting at New York indicates that in addition to
your published works, you have sssumed the added responsibility of
communicating your sdvanced thinking, new concepts and general phil-
osophy directly to the engineering profession by personal appearances.
Undoubtedly you have been forced to decide what level of the engineer-
ing profession must be represented in an sudience in order that you
could justify accepting an invitation to address that group.

This note is to inquire whether or not you could justify
accepting thls invitation to address the North Shore Chapter of the
Mass. Society of Professional Engineers as the guest of the "Engineers
in training" group of this chapter.

Time: Evening of February 26, 1953
Subject: "Social Considerations in Planning the Automatic

Factory"
Place: Lynn or Salem ares - Transportation from your home

provided.

While fully realizing the Interest and benefit this group
would realize from your remarks I am somewhat embarrassed that I cannot
extend an unqualified invitation in view of the fact that the "Engineer
in training” group which I represent has no operating funds of eny kind.

It will be our good fortune if considerations unknown to me
induce you to accept this invitation.

Please reply at your earliest convenlence.

Sincerely, |

Ar Is L

W. 3S. BURT
SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT ENGINEERING DIV.

WSB:JQ



THE VIRGINIA QVARTERLY REVIEW
A National Journal of Literature &amp; Discussion

ONE WEST RANGE + CHARLOTTESVILLE * VIRGINIA

September 12, 1952

Dear Mr, Wiener:

The Virginia Quarterly Review is anxious to present
in its Winter issue a stimulating essay-review of Norman Cousins!
"Who Speaks for Man?" and we wonder if we can persuade you to
comment on it for us. The review need not be a long one, say
sbout a thousand words, and our deadline for the Winter issue is
aot until November first. Perhaps I should mention here that,
shile the Virginia Quarterly pays for its articles, it is able to
reward it reviewers only with copies of the books reviewed and its
gratdful thanks. We shall, of course, try to get the book into
your hands at the earliest possible moment.

Since I am not sure whether or not you have seen a copy

of the Virginia Quarterly recently, I am taking the liberty of sending
ore to you and I hope it may interest you and help to persuade you
to write the review for us. We shall look forward to hearing from
vou. Perhaps you will wire us your answer collect.

Very sincerely yours,

Cladsttid,.,
Charlotte Kohler
Editor

Mr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Jembridege, Massachusetts CK:pg
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30X 102, HAVEMEYER HALL

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK 27, N. Y

domt. 15, 1082

| - 2 € .

Professor Torbert Hencr,
or . * J Sm Ye ni palass. Inctitute of Teclhnolory,
 RY TN TYT Ty IY ~~ =NATIT Tnan

e» Honore: r 3 1d i700Tone ProfesorPer Jone Oy

- . moe I. 4 OW. LD walt Tan 2 Sd. 2 go LY

The Goma Chanter of Phi Lada Uneilon of Colwnbia Universit is »nlooced to olfler
rol Eh Th Tiemhda Une lon dcetureaiyin Tor 19680,

ThATera Upsilon Ls the otleonal Donorery Graduate Chenlsiry and Chardeal "noinear-
ing Doclety., (ur Chonter incurtrated a nrosrom of lectures five years orc in which
clotinmudiched sclionticto cre invited to goons fo raonbormel tho sec’olyr and thelr muocts
Meee lectures have invariably nrodveed croav Interest snd hove nroven an Insnirotion
to both shudend Leody and freultr olilte, Tho hich standard of the lechuroshin hog boon
orerlifiad in tha meet Tr osueh cooallers of Ts. Liswn Youllng, ID Comono’y, ond
“obert Toone. tla wenld he honored he hove vou oo a recinicend of our lecturestin.

a wuld Tile te Invite you to oned!: Gyrding the coming fall seanion, nrelorably on
n TaTnonforr ovardine: the Teollowine drotos ore oucronded, nornly, Tovorhior 5Uh, Tlovorbor
178, and Dovarbor 10h, 1052, however aw weoolday evendins convenlont to you world be
st:iteble., Tho ftomic 1orld he 1alt to our Jineredion, 1 irht houwnvor suqmost thot
a tol: relating erbernetics to the Lebhetclior wrincinlic and ehorlenl ontTihrian ~d-ht
ha TOIT AanTroMNg.

TT Yeo _— . " A eat 2 J on * La a dATe hone rou 171 he In a nosition to occcent our invitation and shall
of Tor: +n nt -n thc ~ aes ae atarile to roll na 1mm vr SL rr— Lu u() LIC ne OCCosSsI.on [SR] SNT0TTALLG ish 7 oul Lisl 10 nmr IG VIOLLLG
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Educational and Business Publications » 7 ¥. Grand Ave., Chicago lu, .il., WHitehall 4.7552

September 16, 1952

Dre Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
nambridege 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Weiner:

In our work on psychological and educational testing we have
been convinced that it is fruitful to study tests in relation
to human learning as a feed-back signale We are anxious to
pursue this train of thought further. Perhaps, you or your
associates can direct us to those parts of cybernetics litera-
ture that seem to be most relevant to our problem.

Any assistance you can give us will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,
)
/ a,

J

Rletiiiii——

[rodgirao Gehlmann, EditorTests &amp; Records Department

FG :mm



UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

The Graduate School of Medicine

Henry L. Bockus, M. D., Chairman
Department of Internal Medicine

250 South 18th Street, Philadelphia 3

September 17, 1952,

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, 39, Mass.

Dear Dr, Wiener:

We are looking forward to having you with us on
Tuesday, October 7th,

I presume you will be coming to Philadelphia in
the afternoon on Tuesday. A reservation has been made for you at
the Hotel Barclay, South Rittenhouse Square, so that you may have
some place to brighten up upon arrival, and I presume you will
wish to spend the night here,

A dinner has been arranged for you at the Hall of
The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, at 6:30 P.M, I will
call for you at the Barclay at 6:15 P.M, to take you to dinner and
the meeting place. Ve have taken the liberty of inviting your
friend, Professor John Robert Kline, to the dinner,

If there is anyone else that you would care to have
invited, or any other arrangements which can be made to make your
visit a pleasant one, do not hesitate to get in touch with me.
ith best wishes,

Sincere” "ours,
I

»

i

-

HLB/d
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New York

&gt; Hechanical Engineers

[ hed slresdy gone beyond what you had any right to expect
rf me in connection with my talk to the Americen Soclety of
Meghanieal Engineers br sending you a comnlete version of
ny paver when sll I hoi agreed to do war Lo give a telk,
shen you now sek me for publiclty material, I cennot agree
thet thie 1s my eonzern, All the infornstion =sked for in
your form is readlly avelleble to you, anid I feel no compunce
tion whatever in »ubting on you the burden of eeeklng 1t
3

in

aor
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Dr.
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[ ehould uv. most anoreclativ
to invite or. lierit, Chafete
the lesture . shall tive fou
is a young phys ~~ aglel of vory
worked torethr ar © ghou.w
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He=1th Serv!  1

ww the followin?
“anc Fin: +] Bema
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[ am .inding the lecture platform getting Lu
and I should like to cvt my responsibilitil.
to the bone, 1 zx conseguently using "if ca
anewer to requests like yours, except in veww
You will understend that 1t 1s not a2 lack ov
that each lecture thot I give makes new and
on my strength, =nd that I should cultivate
nore produgtive wer

i for me,
secturer
tandard

an. al cases,
‘1 vail, but

genx tt? demands
that for my

TOUT”

]134d y ner
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Dr, Moritz Chafetz
Publi» He 1th Servic
Care . t Guerd
Cor Jergev

¥

. tember 17, 1952

Daa

I shell be giving tre Alvarenga Prize tecture at the Jollege
of Physlelsns in Philadelphia on October 7, 1932, .a the
evening. Could you cons both to the talk end to the dinner
whieh precedes 1t? I on trying to see thet it won't be by
gete~-ppashing on your ners, I hate lote ~f tings to t21k
over with you, anc vesiies I think 1t would Co you gool to
ehow vourself a1 tials aseting.

 wy}wo

- AA 155

iener



September 17, 1962

Mise Char’
The Vi.
1 Weal
Cha:

| 1  »

Review

einlis

BT

L am finding 1t necessary to limit my extra-curricular
activities, and in particular to eliminete all review work,
Thank you for your invisation to contribute to wvour
Journal, and please understand that my refussl has nothing
to do with the merits of your reouest for thie Virginie
uarterly Review

La tency

ay’
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I thank you for your opinion on the book, and .n perticular
on the vivlseection and New Yorker eplsodes, My nublishers
isagree with you on both matters, and ln order to get a
further opinion I spoke to Felix and Helene Deutsch and to
Dr. Fransworth, 411 of them are of the empha$le opinion that
the passages should stay in, snd I think . shall follow thelr
advice in the matter, I understand the motives of fhendliness
and protectiveness from which you have glven me your advice,
snd I am setting with a certain amount of doubt in the matter,
But XT think the balance of evidence ls ny way.

I am ho
Yor

obiJ

oo
-

- shy vol TOOM

DL

ri

zener

mY. New



September 17, 1952

Mr, Henry 8imon
Simon end Schuster. Ine.
530 FAfth Avenue
New York “0, New York

Dear ¥r. Simon?

Since my telephone conversation, I havo ru issues
about the two passages in the book with Dre end Helene
Deutsch and with Dr, Farnsworth of M,I.T. ... . of these are
jualified psychoanalysts and friends of mine, and Dr, Farns-
worth had read my book some time sgo and hai a favorable
opinion of 1t, All of them are in sgreement with you and not
with Dr, Rioch as to the passages mentioned in my previous
letter, Therefore, let them stay in, I may say that their
opinion about these passages is most em’ ~tically in their
favor.

I an back at my desk at ¥,I.7. now, and shall be in harness
again soon, There ls one possibility in my plang for the
winter which may be of interest to you in connection with the

promotion of my book, I have received an invitation for a
3ix-weeks lecturing tour in Indle under the auspliees of the
Indla Solence Congress, I do not know whether from reasons
of health and other reasons of policy I should sccept this,
But I am considering the matter very seriously. I also do
not know whether the doing of this woull be of any use in
sonnection with your publicity camraizgn for the book, but I
am mentioning it for vour consideration,

[ am sorry you were not zble ¢
nop¢ veour 1llness has resolveu
factorily.

Nith begt wishes Prom rr vv

vielt us last summer. I do
trelf permenently and satis

SAS jours &amp;
 BR

Norbert Wiener,

A, JM
—-



september 17, 1962

Professor Mesrshall H. Stone
Department = Mathematics
The Univer-ivy of Chicsogo
Chicaec: "™ Illinois

Despr 894¢ ans

You know as well z= I do the names of thos active in
probability fields, zs your list 2f your .. .ter of Auzust
18th shows. On casusl consideration of the list, I think
that the names of L.,C, Young, Ulam, and ¥ag, 25 well =8
that of leins at Carnegie Tech, might be -aec2d., I should
2dd also the namz of Loewe in Galiforni This 1s about
ell L can do at present as I have ~~ "ttle remote
the names of thes vouny men in t

from
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[ eam finding it necessary to adopt a felrly conslstent nolley
agzording to which I refuse all new lecture enzzgements. 1
am sorry, taerefore, that I shall bz unoble to addres Phi
Laaabde Uneillon., You will understand that zozrt frem the
cumulative labor involved in ean unlimite’ series 2cture
enmogenents, there ls © leo the very serious fast wu
resetition of the enone subject sooner or later bear
intol2rable for tine z-caker and congtitultes © verw
: remas with the erestive researon work whioh

»
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1 3 Sam Tem , pe N——.1 to hear thot you will Te in Zozton enor end
- aDlack forwer?d to geelivo vou and vour wife,

Singe T wrote to you some morthe con, our lore hove sherved
2 Blt and I ferr thot our ~~uge will be full zt the time of
your visit. ly Ceuihter Zzrbsrels huchood le in Furone, ond
che end her two ahilaren will Te with us for ceversl verks
uring hic absneze, Te srs very eorrr thet we ornot neve you
wit: uve oe our cueste, I mizzept thet you geek hosel conommn
gtlions st the Hotel Commender, 18 Gorden St,, Cemrridce,
Thislotel le zentrzlly laceted in Cambridre, and vou will bs
very nomfovrtebhie trere

Te ehnould like to have vou ond vour wife ©t our Louse far
inner on the everins of either the 27rd or 24th. apd I
shavid like, sla, to entertain you at the M,I.T, Frevlty
Gleb fo luncheon on any of the three dove wou will te here in
rier fa ive vou on oop viunity to meet cove of my colle saouec

Da ~
v -you ’
we oo or

ST

+

2 “mseither
+ Boat

og 4 oT ® VED Fad + er 4 3 ¢ ant my nome or gt my office, z= goon ra
Sr ye A in I - er 2g = . .

deprmhile owe Dank Torwgrd ta vour vricldt
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL OFFICE

ONE BEACON STREET

BosToON 8, MASSACHUSETTS

YOUR FILE REFERENCE

IN REPLY REFER TO

Dr. Norbert ./iener
Massachusetts Inst. Tech.
Cambridge, llass.

Dear Dr. ./lener:

Will you kindly send me a reprint of
Some maxims for biologists and psychologists.

Very truly yours,

Js
eoPg

Bernard L. 5loom, PhD
Clinical Psychologist

An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether
C,XC,K,N,V,orH. If such file number is unknown. service or serial number should be given.
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18 September 1952 L-71738

Prof, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I noticed today that we recently sent you a copy of a
long paper on human behavior by Professor Ee. We Barankin
of the University of California. I am sorry about this
violation of your express request not to receive RAND
papers, Our general policy is to let authors send their
papers to whomever they wish so that there is little
scrutiny of the distribution lists for unclassified
papers; of course this merely accounts for but does not
condone the present error. You may destroy your copy
or return it as you wish,

Sincerely yours,

No. . 1

AMM/hjt
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tember 18, 1952

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am most sorry I was out * th “Tee
vhen you came by Wednesday morninz. Ycu r-r he sure
that both President Xillian and I are e¢ trem 7 proud
of thls new honor that has come to you. Ve are qulte
prepared to extend the necessary leave of absence
and ve want the decision as to whether you should or
should not go to be governed entirely by your own
wishes and by your own best interest. Several fac-
tors enter into this of course including your health
and the current state of your research at the In-
stitute.

May I suggest that since Dean Harrison 1s
expected to return on Thursday, September 25, we
¢-fer any final answer until next week. We shall,
naturally, wish to discuss the matter with Professor
Martin. Vould it not be most helpful if then several
oT us sit down with you and work the oroblem out to
 op satisfaction.

Sincerely,

(HDOCT
~ 39 .-

3° Stratton



JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF IDEAS
A Quarterly Devoted To Intellectual History

Chairman of Editorial Board

MARJORIE H. NICOLSON
CoLuUMBIA UNIVERSITY

New York City 27

Editorial Committee

JOHN H. RANDALL, JR. (Chairman), CoLumBia UNIVERSITY

ARTHUR O. LOVEJOY, Consulting Editor, Jouns HorkiNs UNIVERSITY

Managing Editor
PHILIP P. WIENER

City CoLLEGE oF NEw YORK
CONVENT AVE. &amp; 139TH ST.,

N. Y. C. 31

192 Coligni Ave.
New Rochelle, N,Y.
September 18, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts ‘nstitute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am preparing a volume of Readings in
Philosophy of Science for Charles Scribner's Sons of New York
and should like to request your permission (and your publisherts
if necessary) to include the first chapter of your book
THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN BEINGS: Cybernetics and Society, pp. 1-19,
What is Cybernetics ?

Full acknowledgement of the source (title
of your book, author, and publisher) will be made on the first
page of your revrinted chapter, and that you have the Copyright.

I believe your work should be better known
and used by teachers of humanities, sociel studies, and philo-
sophy, and hope that my Readings may do something towards that end.

Thank you for your cooperation.

fours sincerely,

Philip P. Wiener



18 September 1952

“188 Arlene Clevepn, Lihrarien
Dunlep and Agse:® “~~ Ine,
429 Atlantic Sir-
Stamford. Conneai’

Dear Misa Cleven-

Profegsor diener h=g nn reorints of the
erticle, "Tine, Co.uvmn “wn, and the Nervous
System" which ange 2 Anngls of the
Nem Tork ‘oclemy Vol. 50,

I suggest that vy» rite directly to Tue
New York Academy “ienece for whatever
they may be able © czive you in securing
8 cony of thie nr-or.

 im emnpe’ Toure,

~
i ~rre FF Breldwin

aViener

helr



vr, Dennt
selent
2 Wes:
Ne

fpr» oe

“+ vtember 18, 1952

Je

[ hove been thinking over the situation concerning my rela-
tions with the 3elentific American issue on sutomstlic machlnery,
If I remember correctly, at the meeting you rsd at F.I.T. in
saroh I definitely (old elther you or your resresentative
thet I had net connitisd myself to wrlte rny orticle for you
2nd that I was not in = »hyslecal condition t- do seo. but that
ne a matter of good wil I would slt ino » the ectlr: and
ive you edvirze., Ab rz time hed I arreed To write sn article
for vou, or even to uvsrilcirate ss co-sutior in an erticle
oy Georsio de Santillana, although I had =tood ready to glve
nim edvice soncerrning on article to sppear excluslvely over
nis own nome, I msy have listened to his hl=rdlshments so
that my position wae not 28 clear as I would have liked 1t
50 be; but + regret very much now that I did not send you a
letter which I h2d sntually written earller in the geme dls-
avowingz any connection with him, I aid not send thie letter,
althouzh 1t expresced my considered opinion, because 1 wished
to avoid harminz him, 2nd beceuse 1 wae not =usre of how much
he waa to harm me.

The Marquis de 3antillena's insistence on getting some material
&gt;ut of me was 2 thins I did not understand =t ths time, Now
I am convinced that he had obtained an sdvanc +7 money from
you, or at least a promise of money for his rorvices in
obtaining my nzme for an article for you or in writing one
1imself, and that he found himeelf unsble t+ .. it without
oumping me, Hie conduct in haunting me las, enring and be-
leviling me was notlcesble to other peepls wh Jind U7
lmnogsible t- give anv other exnlanstien

Now I considrr the practice of secret commissions in the
&gt;ublishing ~usinesa ov the use c¢?® unauthorized persons to
»btain the services o) snother as a degrading one, both to
re men wh vepelvea the aseret commiageion 2nd to the msn who



Dennis Flanigan

gives it, I therefore find such doubt excited in me, not
only concerning de Santillana's conduct, but concerning your
own, that I shall not be available for any work for you in
the future, This 18 a step which I regret to take, inasmuch
28 I have held a high opinion of your Journal and of its
¢ditorial policy. Nevertheless, 1f I have doubts of your
integrity, you are responsible for them becsuse of your
Lndirection ln »noroachinz me through an unauthorized third
NEP EON.

[f you have any cxolanstion
LL 7 what itt crortl

ne rour conduct " shell accept

TMNT.

Bron shu NEY
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committee on Inauguration
Meharry Medical College
Nashville 8, Tenn.

Yentlemen:

Professor lorbert “icner has asked me to
thank you for your kind invitation to be
oresent at the insugurction of the fifth
oresldent of the College, Unfortunately,
the pressure of hie coumitments here in
Cambridge at that time will prevent his
attendance, and he warts you to know thet
he regrets tiles very much.

3 nee nale TOUTE,

Georce Baldwin
“on Tresfepamm Wipe
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or, Alfred M-
fings Cov
Brank? wr

TAnya—

De-

Profe= er » hee no reorints of elthe
the a—*: —an eerek winich were nubl. uh
in Philosonh of Scienze, 1 sugrest thr
drite tc Profasaor sienzr's collaborat
Arturo Rcsenblueth, Iastituto MH=clonal
Serdiologle, Celzeis de 12 Ftiedsd, 3C
D.F,, Mexico. Dr. Husenblueth's file
reprints may be more ecoanlete than Pro-
Yi enertla
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Thie lecture wma ~iven from notes, and rrnisec~r Wiener
128 not written =z manusecrint for nublizati. &gt; bred on thle
lecture, It may vossibly be that a trsne L-7ion of the
nesting was made, znd you could intulre ~hout this from
or. Karl K, Darrow, Seeretary, The Americen Fhyelesl
Jaalety, Columbli= University, New York 27, #-w York.

[hie subject is cae on which Professor wisnsr ls working
now, and any publlecations will surely cows to your
attention, However, no manuscripts are in rublishable
pang noc Be.

Thank
he wi...
 TY

. » ovour ingulry. Professor Wisner hopes that
zive you more direct help when you write

Sincer=1v vours,

re, Georse Baldwin
Segretary to Prof, ¥lener
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Rural Rou’
Naukepgs:

Dear Mr

Professor Wiener nes
your request for n°
rompnliment while. 1.

zsked me to thank you ior
+subogranh, and the

 i mlies.

However, Professor Wiener declded some time
320 not to glve hile nutozraph to anyone for
20llection ~urnasse, TT am sorry to diasn-ni
7 O13

Cy

spree Bsidwin
Tae WY ano



ZEITSCHRIFTENVERLAG
CURT KT EBERT

WIEN II, HEINESTRASSE 29 / TEL. R 47=-8=38

Sahr ceshrhter ery Doktor i
V

In der jumiier 6. SJahrrans der Zeltschrift

1 Jer ome IZieht " habe ich die urge lotiz Uber Iuren

cpa . . . - rogeon amy Sound » rr » a. 1 oy go ~ gy

Hirapparat - sis worde wiry von der amsrikaniscren aeportae

RE h%: —a . &lt;r JAER ak Wh BE = 1 ,fir Usterreich zur Verfizuns pestellt =~ verdflentlichgt,

zahlreiche Zuschriften bewiesen ein groles Interesse fur Ihre

rfindune und ich nmichte Jie mm bitten, mir nthere Inforina-

tiouen dariber zu geben. Flir welche Fille von Gendrleiden kann

dieser Apparat in Anwendung gebracht werden © Lud ein Gehbr-

vest noch vorunanden sein, welere Altezsstufen, bestimmte

Ursachen des Zehdrleidens, vollstindize Jrtsubtheit vsw.®

Jie hoeh sind die Kosten des Iinzelstickes wad | wf welche Jeise

 nw rz eine Importieruns mizlich.

Tn Zrwartung Ihrer bhaldicen Rickschrift zsichnet

mit dem Auvsdruck vorziizliclhster Zocizchtung

5 “

Joa
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+
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rt NIDA CUAUHTEMOC N2300
MEXICO, D.F
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Tr &gt;hnology

1952

hear Norrnert

I have been invited by the Unesco to
sttend 2 conference on naurons &amp;nd CIMEDEES
in Montevideo during tre week from the . .h
te the 12th of October, end I have accented,
I am plenning to stop in Boston for 2 week
ar so zftsr that, end I hope thet T will be
able to see you. 1 went to take our ménus-
cript slong for &amp; finsl revision together,
Plasse let me know vhether vou expect to be
there from 16th to the C5... which will be
approximately the shomi . Tov mm vA.

remain.vor

ful [2

Ird RRocenbluath



YALE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

333 CEDAR STREET

NEW HAVEN * CONNECTICUT

September 20, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Instituteof

Technology
Cambridge 30, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Wiener:

Thank you very much for accep=-
ting to speak to our Colloquium, March 26th
is our choice of preferred dates, ITthis
1s still satisfactory to you. The meetings
are held at 4 peme With tea at 3330 in the
Blue Room of the Institute of Human Relations,
I shall be happy to meet you at the main enw
trance, 333 Cedar Street, whenever you arrive.

If you do decide to discuss Ashby's
book I'm sure the zroup would proflt from the
presentation. In any event, please let me
know the topic of your talk about10.dayshe=-.
fore the meeting sothatWwecangetoutthe
proper notlces to the department,

Thank you again for accepting our
invitation.

Gove | Foes
Jerry Kagan



September 21, 1952

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
“"ambridege 39, Massachusetts

Dear Prof. Wiener:

In a few hours I shall be flying to London to attend a conference
-¢nn Communication Theory, and before I return I shall try to get
in touch with Dr. Walter and Dr. Ashby. Dr. Schouten is, I believe,
scheduled to present a paper.

Here in Holland I have tentatively chosen a main problem to work
on, under the direction of Prof. van Soest and with the help of
another student at Delft. Since the problem as it now stands is
still too big for a doctoral thesis, I should appreciate very
much any helpful comments you might be able to offer on (a) its
acceptability as a thesis problem at MIT, (b) how to break it
down into man-sized chunks, and (c) how to tackle it. I should
dearly like to bring it back in the form of an acceptable thesis
proposal next spring.

The problem, in its most general form, is this: given a black
box, a random input, and a random output. How can one tell, by
locking at the input and the output, whether the box is linear and
whether there is random noise being generated inside the box? How
can one divide the output power into that resulting from the input
signal, that from the internally generated noise, and that from
the non-linearity? (The first step is obviously to phrase the
question more exactly. When I speak of the power from the input
signal and that from the non-linearity, I am thinking as if the
box were "nearly" linear and the output consisted loosely of a
"fundamental with "harmonics. ")

I feel that this is a very practical problem and one of deep funda-
mental importance. Until we have a better understanding of these
practical aspects, it is going to be very difficult indeed to in-
terpret the results which the statistical theory gives in the en-
gineering world, where no svstem is guite linear, to say the least

There is also, it seems to me, a good possibility of being able
to set up a reasonably practical experimental definition of the
"amount of non-linearity" present in a system being excited by a
random input. And this leads directly to the question that 1
phrased some time ago about how good the theory was when applied
to a "quasi-linear" svstem.

Anyhow, do you think that this problem has promise? I realize
that you are very busy, but I should deeply avpreciate any
comment.s which vou might offer.

Sincerely,

Bruce B. Barrow
Cle (Of 0d 5
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VETERANS ADIINISTRATION HOSPITAL
PALO ALTO, CALIF.

September 22, 1952

Dr. Norbert ‘Viiener,
Nagsachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, lass.

Dear Wiener:

Two years ago = or was it three? - ait one of the Cybernetic

meetings, I said that I wished that you or some other mathematician
would build a branch of mathematics to describe the propagation of
paranoid premises. You instantly replied that no such branch of
mathematics could ever be comstructed because it would run into the

Theory of Types.

This was the answer which I expected, but I am still not content
to dismiss the problem as totally insoluble. It should be possible to
sketch an outline at least of the uninvestigable region, and I am not
quite content to leave the matter until this has been done, either by
the mathematicians or the social scientists.

The problem is fundamental to theory and urgent in a world which
stinks. As I analyze it, the contemporary world has that particular
smell which is generated when people apply social science ad hoc to
practical problems and ignore the long term effects of their action
upon the total ecology of opinion. ZIxamples recur in all contexts
in vhich man manipulates man; the mother who manipulates her child
into obedience; the advertizer who manipulates the public into buying
some particular product; the colonial administrator who uses anthro-
pological insight to maintain’ : law and order in a native populations
our friends in Rand who apply the theory of games to the strategies
of war: and so on.

The last example is, perhaps, the clearest. No doubt in short time
perspective the Rand people are right and have "useful" advice to offer
on such subjects as intercepting hostile aircraft or bamboozling hostile
diplomets...but still it stinks. In the long run, the applications of
the theory of games can only propagate the theory by reinforcing the
hostility of the diplomats, and in genepal forcing people to regard
themselves and each other as Van Neumannian robots.



Games with human players are fine = so long as the players are not
armed with atom bombs, and so long as they do not incorporate ("introject")
the rules and premises of the games into their own characters. That ap-
plications of the theory of games do is to reinforce the playsrs' acceptance
of the rules and competitive premises, and therefore make it more and more
difficult for the players to conceive that there might be other ways of
meeting and dealing with each other.

Now, it was certainly necessary for Van Neumann to give birth to the
"static" (and, therefore, ad hoc) theory before any theory of flux could
be attempted = but I question the wisdom of the static theory as a basis
for action in a human world. The theory may be "static" within itself, but
its use propagates changes, and I suspect that the long term changes so
propagated are in a paranoidal direction and odious. I am thinking not only
of the propagation of the premises of distrust which are built into the
Van Neumann model ex hypothesi, but also of the more absiract premise that
human nature is unchangeable. This premise that "nothing can be done about
it," is the reflection or corollary of the fact that the original theory
was set up only to describe the games in which the rules are unchanging
and the psychological characters of the players are fixed ex hypothesi.

I know as an anthropologist that the "rules" of the cultural game are
not constant; that the psychology of the players is not fixed, and even
that the psychology can be at times out of step with the rules,

I know, therefore, that the premises which are presumably propagated
when governments act upon the static theory of games, are untrue premises.
More correctly I should says that the degres of truth which such premises
may have at a given moment is a function of (amongst other things) the
amount of action that has been based upon these premises in the immediate

paste.

I write to you partly to urge you to give attention to problems of this
order, partly to get your advice, and partly to see whether I can set down
my thoughts in an intelligible form.

I am about to start a piece of research, or, better, an exploration
of data and a thinking, related to the problems which I have sketched above.
and it is about this research that I would like to have your comments. If
at the end of the work I achieve some idea of how to think about matters
of this sort, I shall be satisfied. It is a matter of studying how in-
vestication might be achieved later on and probably by others.

At present I am "Ethnologist" employed by this hospital = i.s., the
data on which I work are the utterances and actions of mental patients and
psychiatrists and myself. I collect sequences of communication which occurs
in psychotherapy, and which sometimes generates changes in therapist or
patient, or both. The changes in which I am interested are those intangible
ones: changes in the premises governing an individual's actions and his
apperception of the world around him,



Of the various theories of psychotherapy I prefer at present that
which is most frankly mystical - the theory of vis curatrix natures. The
unabashed mysticism serves the heuristic purpose of posing the problem
gs one related to the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics - as Genesis I poses the
thermodynamic side of the problem of evolution where God is described as
dividing, i.e., sorting, the land from the water, the light from the
darkness, etc.

The vis curatrix has also this in its favor = that a belief, often
inarticulate, in this theory, is a common characteristic of successful
psychotherapists. The therapeutic process depends, no doubt, upon par-
ticuler characteristics of the interchange of messages between therapist
and patient. But these characteristics are at present undefined. From
the seeming fact that a belief in vis curatrix is common among successful
therapists, I guess that some important characteristics of the therapeutic
exchange derive from the "faith" present in the therapist. The theory of
vis curatrix is, therefore, likely to be useful not only heuristically,
but also as a touchstone or test. In sorting and sifting the data, I
have to act like a biochemist isolating a vitamin by fractionation. I
shall be wise if I give special attention to those fractions of the data
which appear to be related to the belief in vis curatrix, (Conversely,
it is perhaps precisely the absence of faith in the vis curatrix that
rakes odious the application of the games theory in the international
scene,)

I also need a general theory of psychopathology. Here I prefer the
theory of idée fixe, which seems to be orthodox among all schools of
psychotherapists who, however, differ among themselves as to ihe content
and level of abstraction which they believe to be the characteristic of
the idée fixe in various types of psychopathology. The idée fixe may be
enything from a "rooted sorrow" to the premise that "people are no damned
good," or the premise that "there is no vis curatriz." Or it may be,
(according to other schools), an implicit and general error about com-
munication = e.ge, "my pain is perceptible to other people.” Or it may
be a false premise regarding the concept of self, e.g., "I am the captain
of my soul." 4nd so on.

On the whole, the notion of idée fixe seems to dominate the field,
and to be central in the sense that many other theories are translatable
into terms of ide fixe. Even the success of shock therapy can readily
be accounted for in these terms, as you point out in your book.

(By the way, there is no rational theory of dosage in shock therapy.
I am sure you are right, that in principle, these therapies are analogous
to shaking the kaleidoscope in the hope that the system may by chance fall
into a state more acceptable to the shaker, i.e., the therapist. But if
this theory is correct, then it would surely be sensible for the therapist
to look through the kaleidoscope after each shaking, i.e., continual diag-
nostic re-examination should be done during the course of the treatments.



There should be some general theory based on probability considerations
which would define how much of a shaking of the kaleidoscope is likely
to constitute a sufficient shaking to justify a re-examination of the
patient. And so on. At present the doctors seem to think about dosage
in shock therapy in approximately the same vague terms that characterize
their thinking about drug dosage.)

A411 this brings me back to the thermodynamic paradoxes of the thera=-
peutic process, the vis curatrix and the idde fixe. It seems to me that
there is a useful analogy between the evolutionary cul de sac of ortho-
genesis, the path of over-specialized adaptation which leads to ultimate
extinction, and the psychopathological cul de sac of the idte fixe. That
in both cases the organism is in error regarding the definition of negative
entropy, or, which comes to the same thing = in error regarding the in-
terpretation of data as a basis for action or self-change. The organism
or evolving species is self-corrective and can achieve an otherwise im-
probable path, but it unwisely prefers a direction of change which is, in
the end, maladaptive or even self-destructive. The ad hoc arguments of
the organism or species lead to courses which, in the long run, are
gelf=destructive.

It is all very well to say that every organism has its particular pre-
ferred set of more or less improbable states of itself and its environment,
and that the organism acts as a Maxwell's Demon, shuffling and sorting
out matters and events to achieve those improbable states which are
"negative entropy” for it. But this is achieved by the robot of games
theory, whose value system is inflexibly limited to transitive preference
and the meximization of a single variable. Real organisms in the evolution-
ary process, or human beings in therapy (or in life) may change the categories
which define "negative entropy" for them. The task of psychotherapy is to
achieve changes at this level.

T don't see how to avoid the notion that there be degrees of "negative
entropy" associated with those characteristics of an organism which define
its particular value system as of a given moment. If Gauguin's actions
up to a certain moment were oriented to maximizing financial security, and
if after that moment they were oriented to maximizing certain aesthetic
variables, it seems to me that the data compel an evaluation in entropy
terms of this change in Gauguin. (4nd I regret to say that many therapists
would deprecate the change).

The problem of over=specialization (and the analogous problem of the
jdte fixe) arises, I suppose, when a certain arrangement of the relays,
i.6., information or negative entropy acquired previously becomes either
false or hampering at a later time. The over-specialized species or tne
mental patient has got to junk some of what was negative entropy when it
was carefully gathered and hoarded in the past. The black-board must be
partially wiped so that new information (or new rules for organizing in-
formation: new questions) mav be written upon it. The old chalk marks



must be randomized. And this randomizing change has positive value in
the terms of the longer time propespective. Now, in the case of an over=
specialized species, one of the possible evolutionary pathways out of the
overspecialization is that of paedogenesis. Could it be that something
like paedogenesis occurs in psychotherapy? ‘hy is the patient invited to
recount and "re-experience" the emotions of his childhood? And so on.

And many people seen to think that there is something like paedogenesis
in cultural evolution. They talk about "old" and "young" cultures = the
"old" being characterized as "rigid" and the "young" as "vigorous," etc.
As far as I can understand this talk, a "young" culture is one which has
recently undergone a randomizing process, such as revolution, migration
or traumatic culture contact. And, within any community, individual death
and replacement of the senescent by the juvenile serves the same function.
It is odd that the medical profession should be committed to trying to
stay this inevitable and rejuvenating process.

Be that as it may = I am looking for important randomizing processes
in psychotherapy - (and, in passing, I suspect that the therapists' faith
in vig curatrix is important, because, lacking it, he will be stingy of
the patient's negative entropy, and, therefore, will not permit the ne=-
cessary randomizing to occur). But in therapy, "the way up is the same
as the way down" = or often so.

Here I come to a central question which I want to pose to you, and
specifically to you. I have several times heard you speculate about what
would happen if a Russellian paradox were posed to a computing machine,
and you have answered your own question by saying that the machine would
oscillate = "yes = no = yes = no - etc." And surely that is right. But

the question I ask is this: Suppose a machine were to suffer from a defect
an idée fixe, a rooted memory or an erroneous over=-gpecialization - some

imperfection of function which might probably be cured by a randomizing
process, like shaking the machine or administering "shock therapy," is
it not conceivable that to pose a paradox to the machine might be thera=-
peutic?

In general I know, of course, that any relevant functioning of the
machine may shake loose some part which has stuck, and I am not asking
about that. I am asking specifically whether the paradoxical nature of
the problem posed might be important to the therapy. Is it conceivable
that we might have a true psychotherapy of such machines? That the
therapist might be able to select with precision which paradoxes he
would administer in order to randomize (make flexible) a particular
rigidity in the machine?

One possible reason for the use of paradoxical problems in the psycho-
therapy of computing machines would be as follows: If a non-paradoxical
problem be posed to the machine, and the problem be such as to move the
stuck part, this will already be therapeutic. But this problem will move



the stuck part only once. The therapist will then have all the work of
presenting the problem again. I am imagining the therapy to be a sort of
limbering~up process, or something like the "breaking=-in" of an automobile.
and in such processes the repetition of the therapeutic sequence is often
important. If the therapist can present the machine with a paradoxical
problem, he will save himself the labor of presenting it over and over
again, because the machine will repeat and repeat going round and round
the squirrel cage of the paradox.

All this leads to the possibility that the psychotherapist, dealing
with a human patient might be able to improve his methods = instead of
creating paradoxes in a more or less random, shot-gun manner, he might
be able to select that category of paradoxes which would in fact exercise
the particular part which is stuck in the particular patient, always suppos-
ing that diagnosis would be good enough. But it also leads to a more
difficult problem. Suppose the stuck part to be such that paradox is gen-
erated in the machine, even when non-paradoxical problems are presented,
what sort of psychotherapy would you administer? (This actually seems to
be a rather common type of pathology = and incidentally, is a pathology
which might be generated by the type of therapy suggested above.)

And here = for the moment - I am "stuck!"

But there are other approaches to related problems. 4s I understand
it, if a logical system = say Fuclidian geometry - generates self-contra=-
diction, the whole system goes "poof." If it can be proven within the terms
of the system that some X both equals and does not equal some Y, then it
will follow from this proof that every value within the system both equals
and does not equal every other value = a sort of homogenization of the
logical system concerned.

I keep wondering whether this homogenization in logical systems might
not be analogous = or somehow comparable = to the randomization of a brain.
Specifically, is it possible that presenting a problem to a braim will
partially randomize that brain? I always come back to the conclusion that
this idea is wrong, but I am not sure.

The question looks like this: Is the usefulness of paradoxes in
therapy somehow due to their explosive and randomizing effects upon the
network of relays? Now, I assume that the brain is a causal rather than a
logical system = i.e., that in the "if...then..." of the brain's com=-
putations there is always a temporal sequence. In contrast, there is no
such time lapse or temporal sequence in the "if...then..." of logic. "If
the three sides of the one triangle are equal to the three sides of the
other, then the triangles are equal, each to each." The triangles are not
caused to be equal after the fulfillment of the "if" clause. And indeed,
the converse theorem can commonly be stated by simply reversing the syntax.
This, in general, cannot be done with the "if...then..." relations of the
causal system.



And precie-?
result that whi?
erated within
will not go r-

*his difference in the relationship to time has the
=s~ical system goes "poof" when contradiction is gen-
naal system designed to simulate logical operations
v.11 simply oscillate.

From all this I conclude that the brain will not be randomized or
homogenized by the attempt to confront a paradox = it will simply oscillate.

But will the oscillation spread?

And what of the brain which entertains the premise that itself will
go "poof" if paradoxes are generated within it? The paranoiac who tries
so hard to be logical?

By the way, I notice a slip in what I said above. I spoke as if the
brain were designed to simulate logical operations, but, of course, the
reverse is really true. Logic is an invention of Man designed to simulate
thought and set up as an ideal model for the processes of thought. And
the twee analogy between thought and logic must be expected to break down
if the brain is a causal nexus of relays.

I think this letter has gone on long
served to clarify some of my ideas for me,

enough, and it has, at least,

There are other related matters which I would like to discuss with
you = the relation between humor and the paradoxes; the nature of play$;
and other things. It seems to me that Ven Neumann's "players" differ
profoundly from people and from mammals in that those robots totally
lack humor and are totally unable to "play" (in the sense in which the
word is applied to kittens and puppies).

However, those matters must wait the leisure of some more convenient
5S82580Ne.

Yours sincerely,

GREGORY BATISON

GB/kf
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seem to have the bull bv the horns,

Best regards to Virzinia, and to 211 »7 cur friends in
our second howe (weriang our third, sit=r Sandwich, Hew
Hampshire), wexico City.

Sincersly yours,

Norbert Wiener
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rol coor Norbert dloner ages sskel me to inculre when vou
cecal Go osublish ols srilele on Sybernstlas., Fill vou

Lo dv dinfora me Turt oer whether vou rt L gerd penrints
~ Ghee erticle To ra essor Wiener, and now goon siter
the sovnenrsnce of the orticle they wey he evneocted to
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oNDinsere’v vonra

Mra, G,R, Baldwin
Renreterr tn Trofeegnr Wiener
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September 22, 1952

¥r. Phillis P, Wiener
City College of New York
Convent Avenue and 139th St.
ew York 31, Kew York

Mer A Adiy aesy ¥ .= Yr, Wiener:

In the first -lsee, I should like to ask if there is
Any shonee that ve sre klnemen, 1 know from th: history
of J wich n=mre that the name Wiener wera ~iven in the
21 hte enth eentury ond the early nineteenth to weny
tots ily unrelated families, I am therefore zivine you
thoes dzte $a help you To zscertsln whether there is
2 possibility of cur relationshin,

rv femlly comeae from the region of ®l=oi- rnd the
"rovinze of Fomen, ~lthourh my frther wos born in
Syelostol in Foland, My great-preast srondfsther was
the rabbl Aouibe Vecr vho was Grand "hl of Poren
fros shout tha time »f Napoleon to nn little lster, I
hove also other snceatorsbythe name of Usanlel who
dere nublishers of Telmuis and Lived in the =2me recion,
If vour femily has ro sonnection with thet reszion, we
sere probably not related, Bub if you helorz to the
eaatern marx between Germany 2nd “olond thers 13 at
least a good chance that we mey he relisted,

Now to the business of your letter, I 27 hichly som-
plimented by vour renuest for nermizsion %o include the
first chapter of my book in your comin volume of
readings, I think the correct thins for vou to do would
be to write to Houghton-MIfflin and Company for permis
slon, encloeiny a copy of the letter I oa cending vou,
I believe that when ss large a pagssze se this is
Included in a volume of readlngs a certain payment for
the privileze is customary. I do not know how ny
contract with hHoughton-Mifflin is to be interpreted, but
I shall quote below a passage from a similsr contract
which I have with Simon and Schuster concerning another

‘Book Selection Righte® shall mesn the exclusive
right, after the publication of the first trade
edition, to include, or to zuthorize others to
Include, in anthologies and other works in book
form, selections from, parts of, and/er photographs
and illustrations from the literary work, to the
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Mr, Philip P, ¥Wilener

extent thet the Publisher deems appropriate, pro-
vided that no sueh selection to be included in any
one book shall exgeed aponroximately 10,000 words
from or 10% of the length of a worl of prose (which
ever is shorter), 1 short story from = collection
of stories, 3 complege poems from n collection of
noens, or 1 2¢t from a play.

Vy contrset for my other book considers tile one of the
orimery rights granted end a2seigned to the publisher,
rece rights sre to be psld for by agreement with the
oublisher, snd this amount 1s toc be divided evenly
hetwesn the »ublisher and myeelf, I repszat thet 1 do
not know whether this situstion 1s the s2me In ny CONe
treet vt 0 Traciton-difflin concerning The Mumsn Use
of Hur

I heave juct - 1led Psul Brooks of Houshion-"1f71lln, end
he confirms fort that the standerd contrsct which
I heve with uw reeds the same way ec Joss the one with
Sinon and Senuster. He would like ® heor Irom you, ~nd
in particular would .lke to know sometiing in detail
of the character of vour book, If, as he belleves, iB
18 a collece text Look, he will teke the wetter up with
his college department which hes standerd nractlices
iq the natter,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

5 “Fe oy
NV
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frofecacr diener pes sexes me Lo thonk you for your letter
of Septet or 17th, end to tell you thst ll the srranvenernts
vou ruooec, in 1b os 0 to hilsgaccownndations sre setinfsciory.
lle wlll arrive In hols lelvhla on Tuesdioy #iterncen [row
Yaw gh own Low df
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Mra, Georre Baldwin
Seavrat-vy to Frof., Wiener
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Dear Mr, Kroon:

Profeseor Tiener hoe csked me to confirm for nis your
choles of Merch 25th for lle tell te your Feyoholony
Colle~uium. He will » tt in touch with 0 wreln er rly

in Z=voh.,

I eromald like to kvrow whether 1t 1s your custes fo
pxpect =n zAvings oooy of your speters! tsoike., Professor.A
wlener does not like to prepare his talvs in thle way, but he
prefers tn know 28 for =e ~oseible in sdvance if a menuscript
#111 be expected. Uy sssumption is that your group 1s more
inforaal than these wilch impose thle ernacietlon, end IT
I dc not hear frow you to the contrsry, 1 shell conclude
that you need nothlng more than his suclisct in sdvance of
Dpofaecanr Hepner ~ 7°

Sincerely Toure,

Mra, Georze Baldwin
Secereterv to Prof. Yiener

4
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PHILOSOPHY DEPT.

The @ity College of New York
CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET

NEW YORK 31, N.Y.

192 Coligni Ave,
New Rochelle, 7.
September 24, 7

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of l.athematics
ilass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, lass.

Dear frofessor ‘/iener:

 Fr
~

It makes me very happy to learn from your inquiry about our past
family relations that there is even a poszibility of kinship, for I
have been often honored with the same query by persons who all ad-
nire you (among such persons I include myself). Fortunately I do not
know the answer, having no record of my ancestors beyonfl the fact
of my father's birthplace in Wilna (about 1852) and death in 1934 in
HeY.C. after LO years of residence here, lle was considered a very
good mind, but had no formal education; he spoke and read several
languages (Russian, Hebrew, Yiddish, German, Polish, and English)
and was an Lsperanto fan, teaching me the elements when I was a
mere child. I think my interest in Leibniz is related to this,
ile and my mother (his second wife) did mention several *“abbis inVilna
kifev who are grandparents and great grandparents of mine on both sides
and my father seemed to know his Talmud on the Cabbalistic side. I
shall talk further with my mother about it, and let you know. I.
naturally would like to cherish a learned ignorance for fear that no
possible or probable femily relation exists between us; upper Silesia
is not too far from Vilna for my father's side (who called them-
selves Litvaks) to have come from. In any case, my boy (16) and girl
(10) are regarded as far above average students, and fhat should sup-
port my wishful thinking. A fond dream of mine is to see my boy who
is gifted with a mathematico-nhysical type of mind become one of
your students at 1i.I.T. He wishes to enter next Fall as a Science
student, and I have a preliminary application in Thrasher'!s office.

I did mail a copy of my letter to you to Houghton Mifflin (in order
to save time, for my Readings should go to press next month), and
received today at the same time as your letter the hard news that T
should have to pay $75 for your first chapter of 19pvp. Nobody haw
asked me for more than $2 a page, so that I must ask you whether you
can rcduce the charze to $40, even though I may be a relative ! I am
enclosing a carbon copy of my Table of Contents, and shall eratefully
receive any suggestions you may wish to make,

Thank vou again for vour kind cooperation.

Sincereliv yours,
[rink ia 17 Sn,

[
Philip P. “iener

Ty
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232 MADISON AVENUE « NEW YORK 16 * N. Y.

26 September 1952

Dear Dr. Weiner:

At the suggestion of
Dr. Robert Lindner of Baltimore we

have sent you an advance copy of Dr.
Lindner's new book, PRESCRIPTION FOR
REBELLICN, which we publish October
twenty-third.

We feel certain this

outspoken book is destined to stir
up heated controversy, angry words
as well as cheers. Dr. Lindner was

sure you would be interested.

When you have had a

chance to read it, we would like
very much to have your opinion. I
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

Q-
J ok »

Cay x

Dudley Frasier
Publicity Director

DF:phn

Dr. Norbert Weiner

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Mathematics Department
Cambridge, Mass.



Genéve, le 30 septembre 1952
Avenue de la Grenade 5

Ne 0508
Mr. Norbert Wiener
Mathematic
Institute

Cambridge
Technology

(Mass.)
USA

INVITATION
a la premiére présentation du

Typo-sonographe phonétique
ou phonétographe, prototype expérimental |

(appareil transformant des langages pariés en textes imprimés phonétiquement
par une machine a écrire électrique)

par J. Dreyfus-Graf

le vendredi 10 octobre 1952, &amp; 20 heures 30
dans I’Aula de I'Ecole des Arts et Métiers, rue de Lyon 22

a Genéve

La présentation est accompagnée d'une conférence expérimentale (durée 1 heure ; environ) traitant les sujets
suivants :

» le mécanisme de I'émission par la bouche des voyelles, consonnes et langage murmuré
» 'oreille sonographique et les spectres de fréquence
» le cerveau et le relais électro-dynamiques
» l'information codée en systéme binaire (oui, non), et trinaire (zéro, plus, moins)
® les spectres d'information
®» télé-communications sonographiques et compression de fréquences (de 4000 a 135 Hertz)
» orthographe, orthophonie et néo-phonétisme
® sonographes semi-orthographiques, calculateurs et autres
®» perspectives d'avenir

Rappel de 2 publications récentes de l'auteur :

Journal of the Acoustical Society of América, nov. 1950:
* Sonograph and Sound Mechanics

Bulletin technique des PTT (Suisses), mars 1950 :
« Le sténo-sonographe phonétique »

R.S. V.P.
(nombre de places, &amp; bonne visibilité

des expériences, limité)

Priére de présenter cette invitation a I'entrée. Des invitations supplémentaires peuvent étre demandées par
es intéressés.



UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Sept. 30, 1952

Deer Professor Wiener,

As vou know we here at Cincinnati, have recently sustained

t. ieat loss in the death of Proieosor pzasz. We should like

to do something in his memory and have codpived the notion

that a fitting tribute would be an edition of his complete works,

to be published perhaps, in nhotographic form, as were the napers

of the late G. D. Birkhotf.

Tt is possible that we may obtain &amp; subvention ror the project

from the Teft Fund of our University. Since we would like to

&gt;resent as strong a case as possible, and since no Mathematician

is a member of the Comuittee which administers this fund, we are

asking for letters supporting this project from some oI Protressor

Szasz'!s friends. It you feel that this is a worthy project and a

fitting tribute to the memory of Professor Szasz, woula you

olease write the undersigned, expressing your ideas on the proposal.
 AAit OT REE emare A ————

There is = certain amount of urgency in the matter, sine the Tait

yommittee meets in October. Let me thank you in advance for your

rromnt helo.

+

Sincer-1;, “rg
rd

7
 vyTF ~&amp;

 To dv
h. Davia Lipsich
Asst, Prof. Of lath.
College of Liberal Arts
Univ. of Cincinnati
Oincinnatik 21, Ohio

4
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Vr, tenry Simon
Simon znd Salwwster. Inc,
330 Fifth ‘venus
New York 20. New York

DoontA a nL ET Ainnne

{It is th
sith you
[ shall

Patter part of a month since 1 Lisvae been in touch
: me tania So lock Porward 40 the time when

Jowever, Lf 1s not sbout thls that L am writing, On Tuesday,
Jetober 7, I shell be in Philedelnhina giving the Alvearenga
rine Lectures at the College of Physicians. 4s rv present
sonedule egtands, I hove nothing elas to tzie ume Lo Rew York
before the first weol of Degemier when T ghnll he lecturing
to the Zmerlcan Joolety of Machenlonl Englpsers, After thal
ay schedule lg rather confused, 1% 1s noesible that TT shall
oe going to Lndin for zbovt gix weeks in lete Tecerber, January,
nd eerly Februesry at the invitation of tine Indlen Sclence
Songrecg, Ting, it la deslrrhle that I gould lnow in elvoince
if I =m to have furtier consultstions with vou any tine before
she publicstlion of thie book, end that arrongements be giarted
Por that now, It is further deslroble thet 1 hove as much as
cnseible of the correction of gelley and pose nroof behind me
pefcre I leove for lnldle, if in fact 1 do go, It aleo geems
to me that 1f the trip to Indla really comes off, 1t gives a
certain oprortunity for nublicity in behslf of the book, 1
abhould therefore like tc hear from you at your carliest cone
venlencs whet vour nlrnag are,

I have got &amp; thorouzi: rest this summer, znd I am started on
1Qme very promiegins mothemstical-physicel reeeerch, So you
gee that 1 ghell hove nn full winter this

S4pnm- Copp

Norbert lerner


