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Telephone : NATIONAL COAL BOARD

Cleeve Hill 241 CENTRAL RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT,
STOKE ORCHARD,
CHELTENHAM,
GLOS.

2nd September, 1952,
Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

BOSTON,
Mass,, U.S.A.

Dear Professor Wiener,

I am reading a paper to the
British Association this week which I
think will interest you, So I enclose
a copy.

Iy best wishes to you all,

Yours sincerely,

J, Bronowski,
Director,
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PLaza 3-8575

THE ANALYSTS JOURNAL
HELEN SLADE, MANAGING EDITOR
400 EAST B7rH STREET

NEW YORK 22, N, Y.

Sept. 3 1952

Dear Mr. Wiener:

It seems to me you are correct
in seying cybermetics could become a slogan. In
Wall Street this is true. Some analysts look
wise mention cybernetics and have not the slightest
idea concerning it.

Now ofcourse I am not trying to
urge you for a few words, but since you can not(I
wish you could) do you know anyone who might write
a few words on an introduction of cybermetics
for the Journal? It would be a real service to
our members and to all the finencial analysts of the
country. For there are quite a few with a true
interest plus an ardent desire to learn more
concerning this fine method. Humbly I am one.

Sincerely _ Efﬁﬂ g

Helen Slade

Mr. Horbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge 39 lass.







PHILCO CORPORATION

PHILADELPHIA 34
PENNSYLVANIA

September 4, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wlener:

We have just learned that you will vislt Philadelphla
on Tuesday, October 7 to recelve the Alva Renga Prize
before the College of Physicians. We would be dellight-
ed if you can find it possible to remaln for an extra
evening, Wednesday, October 8 and address our new
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, (s1AM),

STAM has been incorporated during the past year as a
non=profit corporation with purposes as follows:

a. To further the applicéation of mathematics to
" industry and scilence.
b. To promote basic research in mathematics lead-
ing to new methods and techniques useful to
industry and sclence,
ce To provide media for the exchange of informa-
tion and ideas between mathematicians and other
technical and scientific personnel,

Among its activities STAM will have symposia on such
toplcs as Operations Research, Network Synthesis, Lin-
ear Programming, Commmication Theory, Computers-
Programming and Logical Design, and 1t 1s hoped that
1ts activitles will expand to includé industrial mathe-
ematics problems wherever they exist., SIAM also plans
to publish a quarterly bulletin which will contain
papers on the same toplcs.

Any subject about which you might care to talk and which
would be compatible with our aims and objectives would
be gladly accepted, and we would like to lmow the title
of the talk as soon as possible,

Regarding accomodations, we will make additional hotel
reservations for you at whatever hotel has already been




Professor Norbert Wiener -2= September 4, 1952

chosen by the College of Physiclans and take care of
whatever additional expenses you may incur.

We hope you will find it possible to accept our invita-
tion. A prompt reply will be greatly appreciated so
that if you do come, we may glve the event adequate
publiclty.

Very respectfully yours,

9 S i (3l

I. Edward Block
Research Division

CC: W E. Bradley







THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 1952

E. H. MACNIECE (19852), CHAIRMAN
JOHNSON AND JOHNSON
500 GEORGE STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

A, M. PERRIN (1253), VICE-CHAIRMAN
NATIONAL CONVEYORS Co., INC,
50 CHURCH STREET
NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

T. A. MARSHALL, JR. (1954)
ENGINEERING MANPOWER COMMISSION GF
ENGINEERS JOINT COUNCIL
29 WEST 39TH STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

PHIL CARROLL (1955)
6 CRESTWOOD DRIVE
MaPLEWOOD, N. J.

S. STOKES TOMLIN, JrR. (19586)
TURCK HiILL & Co., INc.
10 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

W. A. MACCREHAN, SECRETARY
LORD BALTIMCRE PRESS
1601 EDISON HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD,

ERCOLE ROSA, JR.,
DEPT. OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING

ASST, SECRETARY

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

29 WEeEsST 39TH STREET, NEwW YORK 18, N. Y.

o

MANAGEMENT DIVISION

September 5tiu, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am writing to you to acknowledge receipt of
tne manuscript of your talk before the ASME. I was
very plcased to near that you would be abie to stay
for tne evening panel.

I found your paper to pbe extremely stimuiating
and I belicve that it wiil lead to a good deal of
nealtny discussion. For several reasons some of
wuicn are obvious and some of wnien are not, tne points
made 1un your paper nave not received the kind of
discussion tuey deserve.

Pleasc accept my numble apologies for the
inconvenience tnat my request for a copy of your
talk has caused you. Tne Socliety nas found in tne past
that preprinting talks adds considerably to tne
discussion tnat takes piace at the meetings. And our
only tnougnt wa: to getting tne fullest discussion and
widest dlissemination of your comments. There is no
Question in my mind tnet tne comments you nave made
concerning tne macnine and its prospects for replacing
tiie worker deserve tne wldest consilderation.

On benalf of tue kxecuvive Cammittee, I want to
cXpress our appreciation to you for your wiiiingness
to participate in tne Annual Meeting and for your
wiiiingness to prepare a paper under wnat snould have
boon your vacation time.

rely yg&ys,

mBrcole Hosa Jr.

Professor Norbert Wlener
Department of lMatnematics
Ms L. T,

Cambridge, dv, Mass.

PLEASE REPLY TO WRITER AT HIS BUSINESS ADDRESS




o ———
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fo. Tamworth, W.i.
September 5, 1952

Professor G. De Santillana
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Depertment of English and Elstory

“TT Mass. Avenue

Cembridge, less,
Desy Professor de Santillanad

The inelosed to Mpr. Flenigen will explein itself.
HMeenwhile, to avold all contretemps in the future I
am writing this letter to inform you thet I do not grant
you any cuthority to act on my behalf ln any natter
whatever, and that T shell hold you strictly to any respons-
ibility for holding yourself =28 my agent.

Very truly yours,

Norbert YWiener












A

Axl s b
13 Lo aalagERN [/ ¥

HFTHITEL ., 4

GRARY AT TAYLOR

I At

r‘} \ ’

SAN. FRANCISCO

i
il b Lot of Al A sl Yorns
T"‘)_‘L % oA )
G A e
) D s arnivad &
,’ﬂ oL /W7 et




MANAGEMENT IV-ITRD ITT=-MATERTALS HANDLING VI=-SAFETY ITIT-PRCD. ENGRG. V-JUNIOR IV

M%& P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 301 STREXT, NEW YORK 18

Fibo Sept. 8, 1952

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than Septe 2L, 1952in the enclosed addressed
envelope.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

i

1952 Annual Meeting

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

. YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)




MANAGEMENT IVeIIRD III-MATERIALS HANDLING VI-SAFETY III«Pi(D. ENGRG. V-JUNIGR IV

M & P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
20 WEST 39t STREET, NEW YORK 18

Sept. 8, 1952

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you. o€Dte 2k, 1952

Please return in triplicate, not later than in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting O. B. SCHIER I1

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

+ YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than § names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 coples of a 100150 abstract)




MANAGEMENT IVIIRD III-MATERIALS HANDLING VIBAFETY XII-PROD. ENGRG. V-JUNIOR IV

M & P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
20 WEST 39te STREET, NEW YORK 18

Sept. B,’ 1952

Date

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you. Septe ah’ 1952

Please return in triplicate, not later than in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting O. B. SCHIER I]

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

. YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100150 abstract)




MANAGEMENT IT-KTRD I-MATERTAL HANDLING IV-SAFETY I-PR®@ . ENGRG. ITII-JUNIOR II

M A& P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 391 STREET, NEW YORK 18

Sept. 8, 1952
Date

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later thanwin the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

_195 2 Annual Meeting

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

. YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5, ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)




MANAGEMENT II-KIRD I-MATERIAL HANDLING IVeSAFETY I<PRM . ENGRG. III-JUNIOR II

M % P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
29 WEST 30rE STREET, NEW YORK 18

et s.pt-o 8’ 1952

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you.

Please return in triplicate, not later than_Sephe 2, 1952 in the enclosed addressed
envelope.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

QLB SCHIER T

1952 Annual Meeting

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

. YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4. SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)




MANACEMENT ITeXIRD IeMATERIAL HANDLING IVeSAFETY I«PRQD ¢ ENGRO. ILI-JUNIOR IIX

M A P 463

THE AMERICAN SOCIEYTY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
28 WEST 30re STREET, NEW YORK 18 |

Sopt. a: 195. ?

Date

To Authors and Speakers:

The following information is required by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers to
assure the proper program listing of your participation in the forthcoming meeting, and to enable
the chairman of your session to introduce you. e

Please return in triplicate, not later than_“@0Ge aly, A952in the enclosed addressed
envelope.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

1952 Annual Meeting 0. B. SCHIER II

Meetings Manager

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

. TITLE OF YOUR PAPER:

. YOUR NAME:
TITLE
CONNECTION
ADDRESS

3. BIOGRAPHY (100-150 words)

4., SUGGESTED DISCUSSORS (List not more than 5 names and addresses)

5. ABSTRACT OF YOUR PAPER (Append 2 copies of a 100-150 abstract)




The American Society of Mechanical Engineers

29 West 39th Street

MEETINGS DEPARTMENT New York 18, N. Y.
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INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS ASSOCIATION

IPARK STREET, CALCUTTA=16. I o
TELEGRAMS © TELEPHCH;E
SCICONG I CALCUTTA - P.K.3345

President :
Dr. D. M, BOSE, M A, Ph.D. F N.I,

General Secretaries :

Dr. S, R. SENGUPTA
Bengal Engineering College

Dr. B N. PRASAD, D Sc (Paris), Ph.D.

i Past President . Treasurer :
(Liverpool), M.Sc. F.N.I.
Lakshmi Niwas, Gw‘r‘:e 'T"::wn» Allahabad Dr. J. N MUKHERJEE, F.N.1,, F.A.S Prof. P. C. MAHALANOBIS, F.R.S.
Qur Reference. |2 69{]60[ f-$3. 9th September, 1952 ,
BY AIR MAIL.
Subject :

Dear Prof. Wiener,

I am desired by our Association to invite you to the 4Oth
Session of our Congress which will be held at Lucknow, not very far from
Delhi as far as distances go in India, from the 2nd January,1953 to the
8th/9th January,1953. We hope it will be possible for you to aceept our
invitation, be with us for the entire period of the Session, participate
in the deliberations of the Congress and also to deliver a lecture or
two on the branch of science which you have been serving with such
devotion and conspicuous success.,

Our Association provides the common forum for all branches of
Science and it is representative of teachers and research workers in the
various branches of Scienceg. Many of the scientific workers in our
Universities and Research Institutions are eargerly looking forward to
your visit as they are naturally anxious that they might get the opportu-
nity of deriving the utmost benefit from your visit, through discussions
and lectures and talks from you on research problems and to gain X i
inspiration from the possible contact with you. The Association therefore
desires me to request you to stay on in India for five weeks or more
after the session of the Congress visiting some of our Universities and
Research Institutions so that as large a number of our scientists as
possible may benefit and you may also come to know personally some of
the younger workers. Knowing how pre-cccupied you are, we hesitate to
request you to spend more than six weeks in India but we earnestly hope
that it would be possible for you to prolong your stay.

During the entire period of your =kmxy stay in India, you
will naturally be the guest of our Association. The cost of passage will,
however, have to be met by you.

The Government of Indis associate with our Assbciation in
extending this invitation to you and the invitation from the Government
of India is being sent through our diplomatic representative in The First
Secretary, Embassy of India in the U.S.A., Washington, D.C.

We will be very happy and grateful if you would kindly makte
a special effort and see your way to accepting our invitation.

If you are able to be with us during the session and for a
few week thereafter, I shall be glad if you will kindly indicate the
subject or subjects of your discourse and the centres of learning and
research in India that you yourself may be interested to visit so that a
tentative programme may be drawn #E up by us in time and sent to you
for finalisation,

P.T‘O‘



=D

Our diplomatic representative in xhmxMighx@amuizximmax
PaxxEndiaximckhe the First Seacretary, Embassy of India in the U.S.A.,
Washington,D.C., has been asked by our Government to render you all
possible assistance regarding passage, visas, etce

I shall be #ery gréteful if you will kindly let me know
as early as possible whether it will be possible for you to accept
our invitation.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

&Lwﬁ{l’

~ (DoChakravarti)
Offg.General Secretarye.

Prof., Norbert Wiener,F.R.3. '
Massachugetts Institute of fechnology,
Cambridge 9 UsSeAs



September 10, 1952

Dr. Gordon Ralsbeck
42 Madisonville Road
Baeking Ridge, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Raisbeck:

Profesgor Wiener has asked me to send you a list of the
names of members of the Cercle Cybernetique in Paris,
Unfortunately, the list from which I copy is very diffi-
cult to read, and hence I cannot vouch for the complete
accuracy of each name, One name, alphabetiocally preceding
Zelbsteln, is entirely illegible on my llst,

Agsens Lengevel Talbotier
Avril Liaigne Vallee
Brodin TAbols Seill
Colombo Loeb Yiener
Delpech Mandelbrot Zelbstein,
Cubarle Morgeau

Dubost Pagel

Duosaese Pelgrin

Fegsard Renauld

Cendre Rombout

George Russo

Guilbaud Scotto Di Vettino

Le Grand Sousselier

The Secretary of the Cerole le Dr. R, Vallee, and his
address i8 2, rue Mabillon, Parls 6.

I hope thie is the information you seek, and that it will
reach you before your departure for Europe,

Sincerely yours,

Mra, George Baldwin
Seoretary to Prof, Wiener



September 10, 1952

Dr, 31, Vallee
2, rue Mabillon
Paris 6, Frange

Dear Dr, Vallee:

Professor Wiener has asked me $o write to you to tell
you that his son-in-law, Dr, Gordon Ralesbeck, will be
in Furope for a2 period of about five weeks beglnning
this week. I have sent your name and the namee of the
membere of the Cercle d'Etudes de Cybernetique to Dr,
Haisbeck,

Dr, Raisbeck would like to get in touch with the members
of the Cerecle, and in particular to consult with them
eoncerning the proper rendering of eybernetic terms from
English into French,

S8incerely yours,

. Mrs, George Baldwin
Segretary to Prof,., Wiener

get Dr, Ralsbeck
Prof, Wiener



--page one--—

201, Dereham Road,
Norwich,
Norfolk,
ENGLAND.
11th Sept. '52

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
llassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Oambrldge, Masaachusetts,
UI

Dear Dr. Wiener, (Three pages)

I wonder whether you would be kind enough
to help me on the following points?

2. It was reported here that you told the American
Association for the Advancement of Science that work is
going on in U.S.A. on a "hearing glove" Gthat picks up sound
and trensmits 1t per nervous electriciby to the brain, in
a manner capable of rapidly improving the speech of a deaf
mute, and apparently implying the prospect ol very great
inroads on the entire problem of defects in hearing and
speech.

Are you in a position to furnish any further data on
this line of development; or can you give me some reference
to the individuals or orgsnizations engaged upon it?

3. Secondly, I have been pursuing the notion that a
logical outcome of current development is likely Go be

an attempt to pick up "thought" impulses and to interpret
these (should they need interpretation),with fair intelli-
gibility, by application of the advanced electronic analy-
sis of waveforms so greatly developed in your country
during and since the World War II.

I have conceived this as possibly attainable by
attention to some such seats of high-csnslization as the
aural or oral systems, applying electronic pick-up. fr,
alternatively, by hyper-microphony on the assumption that
rudimentary adJjustments occur in the throat concomitantly
with thought and regardless of whether there is actual
decision to speak or not.

I have in mind the ordinary-language nature of much
thought, and I am inspired by consideration of the piezo-
aspect of the "intake" operation of the sural system.

Perfection need not be expected in the early stages
of 2 suitable technique. Nevertheless, short of perfection,
useful indicators might be secured which would be something
additional and complementary to the relatively broad indi-
cators secured from conventional encephalography on the one
hand and from the other conventional indices of thought and
emotion on the other hand,

ﬂlnally I would contemplate the possibility of the
technique's op-ration either by a method of relatively
close contact, or by some manner of pick-up from a greder
distence. In this last connection current knowledge should
reduce problems connected with focussing, and of course we
can draw on advanced techniques for selectivity and ampli-
fication.,

I think the sbove is sufficient, in your case, to define
the nature of my problem.



-page Ltwo-

I have raised this problem with a nqg@%§ﬂ9f prominent
specialists in fields adjacent to ift. f 75 s been scepti-
cal on account of the small micro-voltages available to
rely on, while snother has remarked that to him the problem
of pick-up does not seem so grest as the problem of inter-
pretation of the complex waveforms.

My own first impression is that the wave-form difficulty
is not likely to be the fundamental snag, 1f there is one.
This is my impression upon a certain introduction to the
remarksble comprehensiveness of the high-speed wavezorms
analysis techniques developed e.g. as illustrated in the
M.I.T Radiation Lab. Series.

lly second impression is more complex and may be stated
thus: -
(i) perhsps the problem, although a somewhat obvious
one, has not yet been tackled on a full scale
as a recognized theme in the application of
electronic and acoustic sciences
(ii) the necessary techniques are somewhat various,
and consequently do not fall naturally to any
of the existing well-known specializations;
(iii)hence we v% again the kind of problem presented
previousl??i *the history of television -~ that
a variety of techniques may already be available
but awaiting conjoining by some Zworykin or such-
like.

I think I make myself clear.

My third impression concerns yourself, It is that
you have marked yourself as not limiting yourself o s
very narrow specialization in your conbtemplation of the
potentialities of electronics.

You will therefore understand why I am reising this
topic with you. You will also appreciate why I am stating
the problem quite briefly, and suggesting that you might
be interested to consider the matter and perhaps to assist
me to data and litersture and references bto individuals and
organizations from which, in your judgment, I am likely to
secure the most enlightenment at the points I need, in order
to pin down the scopg snd snags of this theme., I would like,
of course, eventuall§?be able to define the scope and snags
with as precise mathematical precision as possible given the
present state of knowledge.

4, It has further occurred to me that the present time

may be ripe for a review of the possibilities of influencing
tissues or nerve or brain currents, more particularly from

a disbance grecater than skin-contact,.

Mn this problem again I think there may be a certain
degree of imprecision prevailing. Thus it has been suggested
to me that perhaps a train of very intenmse r.f. pulses would
be rectified by an interface in the skin, that penetration
of r.f. into the body would be very small, and direct effect
on the central nervous system slight, whilst at lower
frequencies other than direct contact is unpromising since
capacitébtive and inductive couplings are loose. But efiects
comparable with those of rhythmic photic stimulation might
follow a diathermy at some critical frequency.

On the other hand it hagbeen pubt to me that electromag-
netic radistion, of almost every known wavelength from 50

metres down to the very short wavelengths of hard gamma



-page three-

rays, has apprecisble effect on the tissues and, directly

or indirectly, on the brain ( the same being true of pressure
and friction agents such as ultrasonics and sound, and also
of temperature by convection as well as radiation).

That seems to put the scope of the problem widely
enough, and to set the context or perspective! I think it
offers invitations to comment.

But to pin my notion down I would add that what I
envision is something in the nature of "remote"™ inducement
of an "abnormal encephalograph"™, possibly with the abnormali-
ties of behaviour commonly associated therewith. Furthermore
observe that we need not envision a "death-ray". Barly or
eventual influencing of sensation snd/or behaviour (e.g. in
conjunction with something on the lines of that "sbnormal
encephalograph”) would be of interest. In addition it is to
be noted that perhaps critical sests for attention would
not demand, relatively, a very great depth of penetration.

I think it might even be possible, using this kind of
technique in conjunction with sonic and/or ultrasonic bom-—
bardment, to induce fairly precise trains of thought and
hence to govern behavicur and thought in some detail.

Perhaps you may think that the most promising approach
to something analogous to all this would indeed be found
earliest along the route of ultrasonic or (stretching the
analogy further) sound-beam bombardment.

5 I feel guite certain that you will be interested to
consider the foregoing three topics of query, and I very
much hope that you may be in a position to give me some
assistance on them along the lines I have indicated.

6. I am in communication about these questions with such

as Frof, A.V. Hill (the President of our British Association
for the Advancement of Science), Units of the lledical

Research Council, the Burden Institute of Neurology at Bristol
certain other research organizations, and specialists in
neurology and mathematics, in this country, as well as

various organizations and individuasl specialists in your
continent.

You will understand that in conveying very broad
impressions I am not actually purporting to indicate the
state of knowledge or opinion here with any precision. With
your experience you will appreciate that I have merely
endeavoured to indicate an appreciation 0L the nature of
gome of the inevitable general difficulties likely to
be connected with such a topic, while at the same time I wish
to convey to you that this present enquiry is a genuinely
serious one.

7o I shall be most grateful if you will contribute to
this discussion, as I am very sure you camn.

Yours faithfully,
fc““tct S i
(G. SCUTCHENN
P.S. The "hearing glove" suggests analogies applicable to
the faculty of sight, means to relieve various forms of
blindness with, at first, at lesst indicators of light and
shadow and perhaps proximity - indicators additional to
such items as the reading aid which R.C.A. men were discuss-
ing in "Blectronics" and "J. frank., Inst."™ in 19497?



NATIONAL BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU, INC.

Affiliated with Better Business Bureaus in Principal Cities of the United States and Canada

CHRYSLER BUILDING, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Telephon:: MUrray Hill 6-3535

EDWARD L. GREENE

President AT September 11, 1952.

Dr. Norbert Wiener
South Tamworth
New Hampshire

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The question you raise, one of determining whether the inclusion

on your letterhead of a statement such as you suggest would prevent
misuse of your letters and/or free you from the responsibility

of any such misuse, we would think could best be answered by your
attorney. He would be qualified to advise you of the legal force
lent by such a statement.

Perhaps the most direct way of commenting on the ethics involved
in this matter would be to say that organizations like reporting
agencies have been known to state on their reports, etc. that
information given is designed for the use of the recipient only
or that the information given cannot be used for sales or pro=-
motional purposes, and so forth.

These comments, we hope, will in some measure answer the questions
you have raised.

Cordially yours,

D‘&Ma-. 59—(»\-(,.1 -

Diana Bennett:mw Representative
JAR

Performr'ng a Public Service with the Support of Private Industry













GENERAL @ ELECTRIC

COMPANY
METER AnNp INSTRUMENT DEPARTMENT

40 FEDERAL STREET ° WEST LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS L] TELEPHONE LYNN 3-3400
September 12, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

The prominent part you are scheduled to play in this year's
A.S.M.E. annual meeting at New York indicates that in addition to
your published works, you have assumed the added responsibility of
communicating your advanced thinking, new concepts and general phil-
osophy directly to the engineering profession by personal appearances.
Undoubtedly you have been forced to decide what level of the engineer-
ing profession must be represented in an audience in order that you
could justify accepting an invitation to address that group.

This note is to inquire whether or not you could Justify
accepting this invitation to address the North Shore Chapter of the
Mass. Soclety of Professional Engineers as the guest of the "Engineers
in training" group of this chapter.

Time: Evening of February 26, 1953

Subject: "Socilal Considerations in Planning the Automatic
Factory" o

Place: Lynn or Salem area - Transportation from your home
provided.

While fully realizing the interest and beneflt this group
would realize from your remarks I am somewhat embarrassed that I cannot
extend an unqualified invitation in view of the fact that the "Engineer
in training"” group which I represent has no operating funds of any kind.

It will be our good fortune 1f considerations unknown to me
induce you to accept this invitation.

Please reply at your earliest convenience.

Sincerei;é&oz//ﬁf,/
W. 3. BURT
SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT ENGINEERING DIV.




THE VIRGINIA QVARTERLY REVIEW

A National Journal of Literature & Discussion

ONE WEST RANGE + CHARLOTTESVILLE + VIRGINIA

September 12, 1952

Dear Mr., Wiener:

The Virginia Quarterly Review is anxious to present
in its Winter issue a stimulating essay-review of Horman Cousins'
"Who Speaks for Man?" and we wonder if we can persuade you to
comment on it for us. The review need not be a long one, say
ebout a thousand words, and our deadline for the Winter issue is
not until November first. Perhaps I should mention here that,
while the Virginia Quarterly pays for its articles, it is able to
reward it reviewers only with coples of the books reviewed and its
gratdful thanks. We shall, of course, try to get the book into
your hands at the earliest possible moment.

Since I am not sure whether or not you have seen a copy
of the Virginia Quarterly recently, I am taking the liberty of sending
oreto you and I hope it may interest you and help to persuade you
to write the review for us. We shall look forward to hearing from
you. Perhaps you will wire us your answer collect.

Very sincerely yours,

@GN TN

Charlotte Kohler
Editor

Mr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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hi LWambda Rpsilon
GAMMA CHAPTER

BOX 102, HAVEMEYER HALL

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK 27, N. Y.




SCIENCE RESEBWEH ASSOCIATES

Educational and Business Publications ® 57 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, Ill., WHitehall 4-7552

September 16, 1952

Dre. Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Weiner:

In our work on psychological end educational testing we have
been convinced that it is fruitful to study tests in relation
to human learning as a feed-back signale We are anxious to
pursue this train of thought furthere. Ferhaps, you or your
associates can direct us to those parts of cybernetics litera=-
ture that seem to be most relevant to our problem.

Any assistance you cen give us will be greatly appreciated.

ck Gehlmann, Editor
Tests & Records Department




UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA

The Graduate School of Medicine

Henry L. Bockus, M. D., Chairman
Department of Internal Medicine
250 South 18th Street, Philadelphia 3
September 17, 1952,

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, 39, Mass,

Dear Dr., Wiener:

We are looking forward to having you with us on
Tuesday, October 7th,

I presume you will be coming to Fhiladelphia in
the afternoon on Tuesday. A reservation has been made for you at

the Hotel Barclay, South Rittenhouse Square, so that you may have
some place to brighten up upon arrival, and I presume you will
wish to spend the night here,

A dinner has been arranged for you at the Hall of
The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, at 6:30 P.M. I will
call for you at the Barclay at 6:15 P,M, to take you to dinner and
the meeting place, We have taken the liberty of inviting your
friend, Professor John Robert Kline, to the dinner.

If there is anyone else that you would care to have
invited, or any other arrangements which can be made to make your
visit a pleasant one, do not hesitate to get in touch with me,

With best wishes,




September 17, 1952

The American Society of Mechanical Engineers
29 Weet 39th Street
New York 18, New York

Gentlemen:

I had slresdy gone beyond what you had any right to expeot

of me in connection with my talk to the Americen Society of
Meghanical Engineers by sending you a2 complete version of

my paper when all I had agreed to do was %o glve a talk,

when you now ssk me for publiclty materiasl, I cannot agree
that thie is my concern, All the information asked for in
your form is readlly aveilseble to you, and I feel no compunce=
tion whatever in putting on you the burden of seeking it

out,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



September 17, 1952

Dr, H.L, Bockus
260 Bouth Eighteenth Street
Philadelphia 3, Penna.

Dear Dr, Bockus:

I should be most appreciative if you would be kind enough
to invite Dr. Morit, Chafets to attend both the dlnner and
the leecture I shall give for you on October 7. Dr, Chafetz
is a young nhysiologisv of wvery ni%h standing, and we have

worked together in Mexico., I ehould llke to help him meet
the scientific world,

You can reach Dr, Chafetz at the following address: Publie
Heszlth Serviece, o/o U.3, Coast Guard, Gape Moy, New Jersey.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



September 17, 1952

Mr, W,5, Burt

Schialiﬁ Instrument Engineering Division
General Electric Company

40 Federzl Street

Weat Lynn, Mass,

- Dear Mr, Burt:

I am finding the lecture platform getting too much for me,
and I should like %o eunt my responsibilities as a lecturer
to the bone, I am consequently uelng "I:c" se my standard
answer to requests like yours, except in very speclal oases,
You will understand that i1t 1s not 2 lack of gzood will, but
that each lecture thot I give makes new and eeparate demands
on my strength, and that I should cultivate that for my

more productive work,

Singerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hb



September 17, 1952

Dr, Moritz Chafetz
Public Health Service
Care of Coasst Guerd
Cape May, New Jersey

Dear loritz:

I shall be giving the Alvarenga Prize lecture at the College
of Physiclans in Philadelphia on Ogtober 7, 1952, in the
evening. Oould you come both to the telk and to the dlnner
whieh precedes 1t? I am trying to see that it won't be by
gate-ppashing on your pert, I hate lote of things to talk
over with you, and besides I think 1t would do you good to
ghow yourself at this meeting.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hb



September 17, 1952

Miss Charlotte Kohler

The Virginia Ouarterly Review
1 West Range

Charlottesville, Virginia

Dear Miss Kohler:

I am finding it necessary to limit my extra-curricular
activities, and in perticular to eliminate all revliew work,
Thank you for your invitation to contribuie to your
Journal, and please understand that my refusal has nothing
to do with the merits of your reauest for the Virginia
Ouarterly Review,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hb



September 17, 1952

Dr, Janet McK. Rioech
17 West 54th St,
New York, New York.

Dear Dr. Rlioch:

I thank you for your opinion on the book, and in perticular

on the vivisection and HNew Yorker episodes, My publisghers
disagree with you on both matters, and in order to get a
further opinion I spoke to Felix and Helene Deutsch and to

Dr., Fransworth, All of them are of the emphasle opinion that
the passages should stay in, and I think I shall follow their
advice in the matter, I understand the motives of fdendliness
and protectiveness from which you have given me your advice,
end I am acting with a certain amount of doubt in the matter.
But I think the balance of evidence 1s my way.

I am hoping to be able to see you soon when I come to New
York.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



September 17; 19562

Mr, Henry Simon

Simon and Schuster, Ine.
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr., Simon:

Since my telephone conversation, I have ralesed the issues
about the two passages in the book with Dre, Felix and Helene
Deutsch and with Dr, Farnsworth of M.I.T. All of these are
qualified psychoanalysts and friends of mine, and Dr. Farns-
worth had read my book some time ago and had a favorable
opinion of 1t, All of them are in agreement with you and not
with Dr, Rioch ase to the passages mentioned in my previous
letter, Therefore, let them stay in., I may say that their
opinion about these pazsages 18 most empl 2tically in their
favor,

I am back at my desk at M,I,T. now, and shall be in harness
again soon, There 1s one possibility in my plans for the
winter which may be of interest to you in connection with the
promotion of my book, I have received an invitation for a
gix-weeks lecturing tour in Indla under the auspices of the
India Solence Congress, I do not know whether from reasons
of health and other reasons of policy I should secept this.
But I am considering the metter very seriously. I also do
not know whether the doing of this would be of any use in
connection with your publicity campaign for the book, but I
am mentioning it for your consideration,

I am sorry you were not able to visit us last summer, I do
hope your 1llness has resolved itself permenently and satis-
factorily.

With best wishes from my wife and myself,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener,

hb



September 17, 1962

Professor Marshall H. Stone
Department of Mathematios
The University of Chicago
Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear Stone:

You know as well as I do the names of those active in
probability fields, =2s your list i€ your letter of Auguet
18th shows. On casual consideration of the list, I think
that the names of L,C, Young, Ulam, and ¥ag, as well a8
that of Heins at Carnegie Tech, might be =cced., 1 should
add also the name of Loewe in California. This 1s about

all I can do at present as I have hegome = little remote from

the names of the young men in the field,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wierer
hb



September 17, 1952

Mr, Martin V., Suesman, Secretary
Phi Lambda Upsilon

Box 102, Havemeyer Hall

Columbia University

New York 27, New York

My dear Mr., Sussman:

I am finding 1t necessary to adopt a falrly conslstent polley
agcording to which I refuse all new lecture engagements., I
am sorry, therefore, that I shall be unable to address Phi
Lambda Upeilon. You will understand that apart from the
cumulative labor involved in an unlimited serles of lecture
engagements, there 1s also the very serious faect that
repetition of the same subjeot sooner or later becomes
Antolerable for the apeaker and constitutes = very real
interference with the oreative research work which I should
be doing. :

I regret that I cannot speak to your group.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hd



September 17, 1952

Dr. Balth van der ™ol

c/o BMr, Balth, van der Podl
8l Millwood Road

Toronto (Ontario)

Canada

Dear Dr., Yan der Pol:

It ie good news to hear that you will be in Boston soon, and
my wife and I look forward to seeing you and your wife,

Since I wrote to you some months ago, our plene have changed

a blt and I fear that our house will be full at the time of
your visit. My deaughter Barbasra's husbeznd ie in Europe, and
she and her two children will be with us for several weeks
during hie absnece, We ere very sorry that we cznot have you
with ue as our guests., I siggest that you seek hotel accommo-
dations &2t the Hotel Commander, 16 Garden St., Cembridge.
Thishotel is centrally locasted in Cambridgze, and you will be
very comfortable there,

We should like to have you and your wife at our house for
dinner on the evening of either the 23rd or 24th. And I
should like, 2ls , to entertain you at the M.,I,T, Faculty

Club fo 1luncheon on any of the three days wyou will be here in
order to give you an opp rtunity to meet some of my colle agues.
Do cgll me, either at my home or at my office, as eoon =g

you get to Boston., Meanwhile, we look forward to your visit
most eagerly.

With kind regards to your wife and yourself,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiem r
hb
ee N Juy u).



IV

Sannas

“‘S}I

------

Dr. Norbert

\E:

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL OFFICE
ONE BEACON STREET

BosTON 8. MASSACHUSETTS

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Jiener

Massachusetts Inst. Tech.
Cambridee, Mass.

Dear Dr.

Wiener ;

d4ill you kindly send me a reprint of

Some maxims for biologists and psychologists.

Very truly yours,

Eorivand € -Elyoun,

Bernard L, Eloom, PhD
Clinical Psychologist

An inguiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and file number, whether

C,XC,K, N, V, or H.

If such file number is unknown, service or’serial number should be given.



RAND...

18 September 1952 L-11538

Prof, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I noticed today that we recently sent you a copy of a
long paper on human behavior by Professor E. We Barankin
of the University of California. I am sorry about this
violation of your express request not to receive RAND
papers, Our general policy is to let authors send their
papers to whomever they wish so that there is little
scrutiny of the distribution lists for unclassified
papers; of course this merely accounts for but does not
condone the present error. You may destroy your copy
or return it as you wish,

Sincerely yours,

AMM/hjt Ao Mo Mood



OFFICE OF THE PROVOST CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

September 18, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am most sorry I was out of the office
when you came by Wednesday morning. You may be sure
that both President XKillian and I are extremely proud
of this new honor that has come to you. We are qulte
prepared to extend the necessary leave of absence
and we want the decision as to whether you should or
should not go to be governed entirely by your own
wishes and by your own best interest. Several fac-
tors enter into thie of course including your health
and the current sfate of your research at the In-
stitute.

May I suggest that since Dean Harrlison is
expected to return on Thursday, September 25, we
defer any final answer until next week. We ghall,
naturelly, wish to discuss the matter with Professor
Martin. Would it not be most helpful if then several
of us it down with you and work the problem out to
your satisfaction.

Sincerely,

LaTZn

JAS:deh J . Stratton



JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF IDEAS
A Quarterly Devoted To Intellectual History

Chairman of Editorial Board Editorial Committee Managing Editor

MARJORIE H. NICOLSON JOHN H. RANDALL, JR. (Chairman), Corumpia UNIVERSITY PHILIP P. WIENER

CorumBia UNIVERSITY - : ] ) e - Ciry CoLLEGE oF NEw YORK
Mow Yons Cits 57 ARTHUR O. LOVEJOY, Consulting Editor, Jouns Horkins UNIVERSITY Cowvinvs Ave, & 13D Ko

INEY 3

192 Coligni Ave.
New Rochelle, N,Y.
September 18, 1952

Professor lNorbert Wiener
Massachusetts ‘nstitute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am preparing a volume of Readings in
Philosophy of Science for Charles Scribner's Sons of New York
and should like to request your permission (and your publisher's
if necessary) to include the first chapter of your book
THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN BEINGS: Cybernetics and Society, pp. 1-19,
What is Cybernetics ?

Full acknowledgement of the source (title
of your book, author, and publisher) will be made on the first
page of your reprinted chapter, and that you have the Copyright.

I believe your work should be better known
and used by teachers of humanities, social studies, and philo-
sophy, and hope that my Readings may do something towards that end.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

1ot 7 Vliner_

Philip P. Wiener




18 September 1952

¥ies Arlene Cleven, Librarien
Dunlep and Assocliates, Ine.
429 Atlantic Street

8tamford, Connecticut.

Dear Mise Cleven:

Professor Wiener h=g no reprinte of the
article, "Time, Communicaticn, and the Nervous

System" which appeared in the Annsls of the
New York Acedemy of Scgience, Vol, 50.

I suggest that you write directly to the

New York Academy of Science for whatever help
they may be able to give you in securing

8 copy of this peaper.

Sincerely vours,

Mrs, George B. Baldwin
Se¢. to Prof, Wiener



September 18, 1952

Mr, Dennis Flanigan
Selentific American

2 West 45th Street
New York 36, New York

Dear Mr, Flanigan:

I have been thinking over the situation concerning my rela-
tions with the Secientific American issue on autometic machinery.
If I remember correctly, at the meeting you had at M.I.T. in
March I definitely told either you or your representative
thet I had not committed myself to write any article for you
and that I was not in 2 physical condition to do so, but that
ag a matter of good will I would slt in ¢n the meetling and
give you advice, AL no time had T asgreed to write an article
for you, or even to perticipate ss goesuthor 1n an article

by Georglio de Santillana, although I had stood ready to glve
him edvice oconcerning an article to asppear exeluslvely over
his own name, I mey have liastened to his blandishments 8o
that my position waes not as clear as I would have liked it

to be; but + regret very much now that I did not send you a
letter which I had actually written earlier in the game dls-
avowing any connection with him, I did not send this letter,
althouzh it expressed my considered opinion, because I wished
to avoid harming him, and because I was not =ware of how much
he was to harm me,

The Marquis de Santillana's insistence on getting some material
out of me was a2 thing I 414 not understend 2t the time, Now

I am convineed that he had obtained an a2dvance of money from
you, or at least a promise of money for his eervices in
obtaining my name for an article for you or in writing one
himself, and that he found himeelf unsble to do it without
pumping me, Hie conduect in haunting me last spring and be-
deviling me was noticeable to other people, who find 1%
impossible to give any other explanation of 1t.

Now I consider the practice of secret commissions in the
publishing business or the use of unauthorized persons to
obtain the services of another as a degrading one, both to
the man who recelves the secret commission and to the man who



Mr, Dennis Flanigan - 2

glves it., 1 therefore find such doubt exgited in me, not
only concerning de Santillana's conduct, but coneerning your
own, that I shall not be available for any work for you in
the future, This is a step which I regret to take, inasmuch
as I have held a high opinion of your journal and of its
editorial policy. Neverthelese, if I have doubts of your
integrity, you are responsible for them because of your
indirectlion 1n =2pproaching me through an unauthorized third
person,

If you have any explanstion of your conduct, I shall aceept
it for what it's worth.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



September 18, 1952

Committee on Inauguration
Meharry Medical College
Nashville 8, Tenn.

Gentlemen:

Professor lorbert Wiecner has asked me to
thank you for your kind invitation to be
present at the inauguration of the fifth
president of the College. Unfortunately,
the pressure of his commitmente here in
Cambridge at that time will prevent his
attendance, and he wante you to know that
he regrets thle very much.

Sincerely yours,

Hre, George Baldwin
Seec, to Frofessor Wiener



September 18, 1952

Dr, Alfred Moldovan
Kings County Hoepital
Brooklyn 3, New York

Dear Dr. YMoldovan:

Profesgor Wiener hse no reprints of either of
the articles you seek which were pnublished

in Philosophy of Scienge, I sugzest that you
write to Professor Wiener's collaborator, Dr,
Arturo Rosenblueth, Instituto N=clonal de
Cardiologls, Calzada de la Piedad, 300 Mexico
D.F,, Mexico. Dr, Rosenblueth's file of
reprints may be more complete than Profegssor
Wiener's.

S8incerely yourse,

¥rs, George B, Baldwin
Sec. to Prof., Wiener

266T ‘LT <equesdag
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September 18, 1952

Dr, Rasch

3iemens

Siemene and Helske Axtiengesellschaft
Zentral-Fachbiicherel Minchen

Minchen 25

Hofmannstrasse 51

Germany

Dear S8ir:

Professor'Wiener's lecture on "Quantal and Non-Ouantal
Uncertainties” was gziven at the Spring Neeting of the
American Physieal Society in Washington, D,C, on Mey 3rd,
The notation in the Phyelesl Review, 87, which you mention
in your letter is mislieading.

Thie lecture was given from notes, and Profescor Wiener
has not written a manuseript for publication based on this
lecture, I% may possibly be that = trasnseription of the
meeting was made, and you could injulre about this from
Dr, Karl K, Darrow, Secretary, The American Phyeiecal
3o0iety, Columbis University, New York 27, New York,

Thie sublect is one on which Professor Wiener is working
now, and any publications will surely come to your
attention, However, no manuscripts are in publishable
shape at this time,

Thank you for your inquiry, Professor Wisner hopes that
he will be able to give you more direect help when you write
to him again,

Sincercly yours,

Mres, George Baldwin
Seoretary to Prof, Wiener



September 18, 1952

Mr, Ronald Soderberg
Rural Route 3
Waukegan, Illinois

Dear Mr, Soderbery:

Professor Wiener has asked me to thank you for
your request for his autograph, and the
compliment which it implies.

However, Professor Wiener decided some time
ago not to glve his autograph to anyone for
collection purposes, I am sorry to disappoint

you.

3incerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Sec. to Prof. Wiener
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CORRESPONDENCIA
DEL PERSONAL MEDICO

AVENIDA CUAUHTEMOC N2300
ME XICQO, D.F.

INSTITVTON DE
CARDIOLOGIA

September 19, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass

0. 5. A

Dear Norbert:

I have been invited by the Unesco to
attend 2 conference on Heurons &nd Synepses
in Montevideo during the week from the 6th
to the 12th of October, and I have accepted.
I am planning to stop in Boston for 2 week
or so zfter that, and I hope thet I will be
able to see you. I want to take our menus-
eript slong for & finel revislon together.
Plesse let me know whether you expect to be
there from 16th to the 25th, which will be
approximately the short time for my visit.

Vith best regerds to 211, I remein.

Feithfully,

Dr. Arturé Rosenblueth

AR/gh { ame 7/22/53)



YALE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY
333 CEDAR STREET
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT

September 20, 1952

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Instltute of
Technology
Cambridge 30, Massachusetts .

1

L L
Dear Dr, Wiéner: H‘?&\\ |

Thank you very much for accep=-
ting to speak to our Colloguium, March 256th
is our choice of preferred dates, If this
is still satisfactory to you. The meetings
are held at 4 pe.m, with tea at 3:30 in the
Blue Room of the Institute of Human Relatlons,
I shall be happy to meet you at the main en=
trance, 333 Cedar Street, whenever you arrive,

If you do decide to dlscuss Ashby's
book I'm sure the zroup would profit from the
presentation. In any event, please let me
know the toplc of your talk about 10 days be=-_
fore the meeting so that we can get out the
proper notices to the department,

Thank you again for accepting our
invitation.

Sincerely yours,

Jerry Kagen




September 21, 1952

Prof. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusettis

Dear Prof. Wiener:

In a few hours I shall be flying to London to attend a conference
~onn Communication Theory, and before I return I shall try to get

in touch with Dr. Walter and Dr. Ashby. Dr. Schouten is, I believe,
scheduled to present a paper.

Here in Holland I have tentatively chosen a main problem to work
on, under the direction of Prof. van Soest and with the help of
another student at Delft. Since the problem as it now stands is
still too big for a doctorzl thesis, I should appreciate very
much any helpful comments ycu might be able to offer on (a) its
acceptability as a thesis problem at MIT, (b) how to break it
down intc man-sized chunks, and (c) how to tackle it. I should
dearly like to bring it back in the form of an acceptable thesis
proposal next spring.

The problem, in its most general form, is this: given a black
box, a random input, and a random output. How can one tell, by
locking at the input and the output, whether the box is linear and
whether there is random noise being generated inside the box? How
can one divide the output power into that resulting from the input
signal, that from the internally generated noise, and that from
the non-linearity? (The first step is obviously to phrase the
gquestion more exactly. When I speak of the power from the input
signal and that from the non-linearity, I am thinking as if the
box were "nearly" linear and the output consisted locsely of a
"fundamental" with "harmonics.")

I feel that this is a very practical problem and one of deep funda-
mental importance. Until we have a better understanding of these
practical aspects, it is pgoing to be very difficult indeed to in-
terpret the results which the statistical theory gives in the en-
gineering world, where no system is quite linear, to say the least.

There is also, it seems to me, a good possibility of being able
to set up a reasonably practical experimental definition of the
"amount of non-linearity" present in a system being excited by a
random input. And this leads directly to the question that I
phrased some time ago about how good the theory was when applied
to a "quasi-linear" system.

Anyhow, do you think that this problem has promise? I realize
that you are very busy, but I should deeply appreciate any
comments which you might offer.

Sincerely,

Dhosi )5 Lo

Bruce B. Barrow .
[ Gy (eflef 52
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Den Hooggeleerden Heer Prof. Dr. N. Wiener
Department of Mathematics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Verenigde Staten van /merika

PER LUCHTPOST/ PAR AVION
via Air Mail

AFZENDER

B. Barrow
Waalsdorperweg 261
Den Haag, Nederland
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL
PALO ALTO, CALIF.

September 22, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Magsachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, lass.

Dear Wieners:

Two years ago - or was it three? - at one of the Cybernetic
meetings, I said that I wished that you or some other mathematician
would build a branch of mathematics to describe the propagation of
paranoid premises. You instantly replied that no such branch of
mathematics could ever be constructed because it would run into the
Theory of Types.

This was the answer which I expected, but I am still not content
to dismiss the problem as totally insoluble. It should be possible to
sketch an outline at least of the uninvestigable region, and I am not
quite content to leave the matter until this has been done, either by
the mathematicians or the social scientists.

The problem is fundamental to theory and urgent in a world which
stinks. As I analyze it, the contemporary world has that particular
smell which is generated when people apply social science ad hoc to
practical problems and ignore the long term effects of their action
upon the total ecology of opinion. ZExamples recur in all contexts
in which man manipulates man; the mother who manipulates her child
into obedience; the advertizer who manipulates the public into buying
some particular productj the colonial administirator who uses anthro=-
pological insight to maintain' - law and order in a native populetion;
our friends in Rend who apply the theory of games to the sirategies
of war; and so on.

The last example is, perhaps, the clearest. No doubt in short time
perspective the Rand people are right and have "ugeful® advice to offer
on such subjects as intercepting hostile aircraft or bamboozling hostile
diplomats...but still it stinks. In the long run, the applications of
the theory of games can only propagate the theory by reinforcing the
hostility of the diplomats, and in genepal forcing people to regard
themselves and each other as Van Neumannian robots.




Games with human players are fine - so long as the players are not
armed with atom bombs, and so long as they do not incorporate ("introject")
the rules and premises of the games into their own characters. That ap-
plications of the theory of games do is to reinforce the players' acceptance
of the rules and competitive premigses, and therefore make it more and more
difficult for the players to conceive that there might be other ways of
meeting and dealing with each other.

Now, it was certainly necessary for Van Neumann to give birth to the
"static" (and, therefore, ad hoc) theory before any theory of flux could
be attempted - but I question the wisdom of the static theory as a basis
for action in a human world. The theory may be "static" within itself, but
its use propagates changes, and I suspect that the long term changes so
propagated are in a paranoidal direction and odious. I am thinking not only
of the propagation of the premises of distrust which are built into the
Van Neumann model ex hypothesi, but also of the more abstract premise that
human nature is unchangeable. This premise that "nothing can be done about
it," is the reflection or corollary of the fact that the original theory
was set up only to describe the games in which the rules are unchanging
and the psychological characters of the players are fixed ex hypothesi.

I know as an anthropologist that the "rules" of the cultural game are
not constant; that the psychology of the players is not fixed, and even
that the psychology can be at times out of step with the rules.

I know, therefore, that the premises which are presumably propagated
when governments act upon the static theory of games, are untrue premises.
liore correctly I should say:s that the degree of truth which such premises
may have at a given moment is a function of (amongst other things) the
amount of action that has been based upon these premises in the immediate
past.

I write to you partly to urge you to give attention to problems of this
order, partly to get your advice, and partly to see whether I can set down
my thoughts in an intelligible form.

I am about to start a piece of research, or, better, an exploration
of data and a thinking, related to the problems which I have sketched above.
And it is about this research that I would like to have your comments. If
at the end of the work I achieve some idea of how to think about matters
of this sort, I shall be satisfied. It is a matter of studying how in-
vestigzation might be achieved later on and probably by others.

At present I am "Ethnologist" employed by this hospital - i.e., the
data on which I work are the utterances and actions of mental patients and
psychiatrists and myself. I collect sequences of communication which occurs
in psychotherapy, and which sometimes generates changes in therapist or
patient, or both. The changes in which I am interested are those intangible
oness changes in the premises governing an individual's actions and his
apperception of the world around him,




Of the various theories of psychotherapy I prefer at present that
which is most frankly mystical - the theory of vis curatrix naturse. The
unabashed mysticism serves the heuristic purpose of posing the problem
as one related to the 2nd Law of Thermodynamice - as Genesis I poses the
thermodynamic side of the problem of evolution where God is described as
dividing, i.e., sorting, the land from the water, the light from the
darkness, etc.

The vis curatrix has also this in its favor - that a belief, often
inarticulate, in this theory, is a common characteristic of successful
psychotherapists. The therapeutic process depends, no doubt, upon par-
ticular characteristics of the interchange of messages between therapist
and patient. But these characteristics are at present undefined. From
the seeming fact that a belief in vis curatrix is common among successful
therapists, I guess that some important characteristics of the therapeutic
exchange derive from the "faith" present in the therapist. The theory of
vis curatrix is, therefore, likely to be useful not only heuristically,
but also as a touchstone or test. In sorting and sifting the data, I
have to act like a biochemist isolating a vitamin by fractionation. I
shall be wise if I give special attention to those fractions of the data
which appear to be related to the belief in vis curatrix, (Conversely,
it is perhaps precisely the absence of faith in the vis curatrix that
makes odious the application of the games theory in the international
scene, )

I also need a general theory of psychopathology. Here I prefer the
theory of idée fixe, which seems to be orthodox among all scheools of
psychotherapists who, however, differ among themselves as to the content
and level of ebstraction which they believe to be the characteristic of
the idée fixe in various types of psychopathology. The idée fixe may be
anything from a "rooted sorrow" to the premise that "people are no damned
good," or the premise that "there is no vis curatrix," Or it may be,
(according to other schools), an implicit and general error about com-
munication - e.ge., "my pain is perceptible to other people." Or it may
be a false premise regarding the concept of self, e.g., "I am the captain
of .my soul.," And so on.

On the whole, the notion of iddée fixe seems to dominate the field,
and to be central in the sense that many other theories are translatable
into terms of id&e fixe, Even the success of shock therapy can readily
be accounted for in these terms, as you point out in your book.

(By the way, there is no rational theory of dosage in shock therapy.
I am sure you are right, that in principle, these therapies are analogous
to shaking the kaleidoscope in the hope that the system may by chance fall
into a state more acceptable to the shaker, i.e., the therapist. But if
this theory is correct, then it would surely be sensible for the therapist
to look through the kaleidoscope after each shaking, i.e., continual diag-
nostic re-examination should be done during the course of the treatments.




There should be some general theory based on probability considerations
which would define how much of a shaking of the kaleidoscope is likely
to congtitute a sufficient shaking to justify a re-~examination of the
patient. And so on. At present the doctors seem to think about dosage
in shock therapy in approximately the same vague terms that characterize
their thinking about drug dosage.)

A11 this brings me back to the thermodynamic paradoxes of the thera-
peutic process, the vis curatrix and the idde fixe., It seems to me that
there is a useful analogy between the evolutionary cul de sac of ortho-
genesis, the path of over-specialized adaptation which leads to ultimate
extinction, and the psychopathological cul de sac of the idte fixe. That
in both cases the orgenism is in error regarding the definition of negative
entropy, or, which comes to the same thing - in error regarding the in-
terpretation of data as a basis for action or self-change. The organism
or evolving species is self-corrective and can achieve an otherwise im-
probable path, but it unwisely prefers a direction of change which is, in
the end, maladaptive or even self-destructive. The ad hoc arguments of
the organism or species lead to courses which, in the long run, are
self=destructive,

It is all very well to say that every organism has its particular pre-

ferred set of more or less improbable states of itself and its environment,
and that the organism acts as a Maxwell's Demon, shuffling and sorting

out matters and events to achieve those improbable states which are

"negative eantropy" for it. But this is achieved by the robot of games

theory, whose value system is inflexibly limited to transitive preference

and the meximization of a single variable. Real organisms in the evolution-
ary process, or human beings in therapy (or in life) may change the categories
which define "negative entropy" for them. The task of psychotherapy is to
achieve changes at this level,

I don't see how to avoid the notion that there be degrees of "negative
entropy" associated with those characteristics of an organism which define
its particular value system as of a given moment. If Gauguin's actions
up to a certain moment were oriented to maximizing financial security, and

if after that moment they were oriented to maximizing certain aesthetic
variables, it seems to me that the data compel an evaluation in entropy
terms of this change in Gauguin. (And I regret to say that many therapists
would deprecate the change).

The problem of over-specialization (and the analogous problem of the
idde fixe) arises, I suppose, when a certain arrangement of the relays,
i.es, information or negative entropy acquired previously becomes gither
false or hampering at a later time. The over-specialized species or the
mental patient has got to junk some of what was negative entropy when it
was carefully gathered and hoarded in the past. The black-board must be
partially wiped so that new information (or new rules for organizing in-
formation: new questions) may be written upon it. The old chalk marks




must be randomized. And this randomizing change has positive value in
the terms of the longer time propespective. Now, in the case of an over-
specialized species, one of the possible evolutionary pathways out of the
overspecialization is that of paedogenesis. Could it be that something
like paedogenesis occurs in psychotherapy? Why is the patient invited to
recount and "re-experience" the emotions of his childhood? And so on.

And many people seem to think that there is something like paedogenesis
in cultural evolution. They talk about "old" and "young" cultures - the
"o0ld" being characterized as "rigid" and the "young" as "vigorous," etc.
ds far as I can understand this talk, a "young" culture is one which has
recently undergone a randomizing process, such as revolution, migration
or traumatic culture contact. And, within any community, individual death
and replacement of the senescent by the juvenile serves the same function.
It is odd that the medical profession should be committed to trying to
stay this inevitable and rejuvenating process.

Be that as it may - I am looking for important randomizing processes
in psychotherapy - (and, in passing, I suspect that the therapists' faith
in vis curatrix is important, because, lacking it, he will be stingy of
the patient's negative entropy, and, therefore, will not permit the ne-
cessary randomizing to occur). But in therapy, "the way up is the same
as the way down" = or often so.

Here I come to a central quegtion which I want to pose to you, and
specifically to you. I have several times heard you speculate about what
would happen if a Russellian paradox were posed to a computing machine,
and you have answered your own question by saying that the machine would
oscillate - "yes - no - yes - no - etec." And surely that is right. But
the question I ask is this: Suppose a machine were to suffer from a defect -
an idée fixe, a rooted memory or an erronseous over=gpecialization - some
imperfection of funciion which might probably be cured by a randomizing
process, like shaking the machine or administering "shock therapy," is
it not conceivable that to pose a paradox to the machine might be thera=-
peutic?

In general I know, of course, that any relevant functioning of the
machine may shake loose some part which has stuck, and I am not asking
about that. I am asking specifically whether the paradoxical nature of
the problem posed might be important to the therapy. Is it conceivable
that we might have a true psychotherapy of such machines? That the
therapist might be able to select with precision which paradoxes he
would administer in order to randomize (make flexible) a particular
rigidity in the machine?

One possible reason for the use of paradoxical problems in the psycho=-
therapy of computing machines would be as follows: If a non-paradoxical
problem be posed to the machine, and the problem be such as to move the
gtuck part, this will already be therapeutic. But this problem will move




the stuck part only once. The therapist will then have all the work of
presenting the problem again. I am imagining the therapy to be a sort of
limbering-up process, or something like the "breaking-in" of an automobile,
and in such processes the repetition of the therapeutic sequence is often
important. If the therapist can present the machine with a paradoxical
problem, he will save himself the labor of presenting it over and over
again, because the machine will repeat and repeat going round and round
the squirrel cage of the paradox.

All this leads to the possibility that the psychotherapist, dealing
with a human patient might be able to improve his methods = instead of
creating paradoxes in a more or less random, shot-gun manner, he might
be able to select that category of paradoxes which would in fact exercise
the particular part which is stuck in the particular patient, always suppos-
ing that diagnosis would be good enough. But it also leads to a more
difficult problem. Suppose the stuck part to be such that paradox is gen-
erated in the machine, ewven when non-paradoxical problems are presented,
what sort of psychotherapy would you administer? (This actually seems to
be a rather common type of pathology - and incidentally, is a pathology
which might be generated by the type of therapy suggested above.)

And here = for the moment - I am “stuck!"

But there are other approaches to related problems. As I understand
it, if a logical system = say Euclidian geometry - generates self-contra-
diction, the whole system goes “"poof." If it can be proven within the terms
of the system that some X both equals and does not equal some Y, then it
will follow from this proof that every value within the system both equals
and does not equal every other value - a sort of homogenization of the
logical system concerned,

I keep wondering whether this homogenization in logical systems might
not be analogous - or somehow comparable - to the randomization of a brain.
Specifically, is it possible that presenting a /problem to a braim will
partially randomize that brain? I always come back o the conclusion that
this idea is wrong, but I am not sure.

The question looks like this: Is the usefulness of paradoxes in
therapy somehow due to their explosive and randomizing effects upon the
network of relays? Now, I assume that the brain is a causal rather than a
logical system - i.e., that in the "if...then..." of the brain's com-
putations there is always a temporal sequence. In contrast, there is no
such time lapse or temporal sequence in the "if...then..." of logic. "If
the three sides of the one triangle are equal to the three sides of the
other, then the triangles are equal, each to each." The triangles are not
caused to be equal after the fulfillment of the "if" clause. And indeed,
the converse theorem can commonly be stated by simply reversing the syntax.
This, in general, cannot be done with the "if,..then..." relations of the
causal system.




And precisely this difference in the relationship to time has the
result that while a logical system goes "poof"™ when contradiction is gen-
erated within it, a causal system designed to simulate logical operations
will not go poofy but will simply oscillate.

From all this I conclude that the brain will not be randomized or
homogenized by the attempt to confront a paradox = it will simply oscillate.

But will the oscillation spread?

And what of the brain which entertains the premise that itself will
go "poof" if paradoxes are generated within it? The paranoiac who tries
so hard to be logical? ‘

By the way, I notice a slip in what I said above. I spoke as if the
brain were designed to simulate logical operations, but, of course, the
reverse is really true. Logic is an invention of Man designed to simulate
thought and set up as an ideal model for the processes of thought. And
the taee analogy between thought and logic must be expected to break down
if the brain is a causal nexus of relays.

I think this letter has gone on long enough, and it has, at least,
gerved to clarify some of my ideas for me.

There are other related matters which I would like to discuss with
you = the relation between humor and the paradoxes; the nature of play#;
and other things. It seems to me that Vém Neumann's "players" differ
profoundly from people and from mammals in that those robots totally
lack humor and are totally unable to "play" (in the sense in which the
word is applied to kittens and puppies).

However, those matters must wait the leisure of some more convenient
season.

Yours sincerely,

(lsgpr

GREGORY BATESON
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September 22, 19562

Dr, Trygve Braatoy

The Paychiagric Department
Ullevaszl Genersl Hospital
Osglo, Norway

Dear Dr, Braatoy:!

Many thenke for your letter, 1 think th& the paper which
I shsll enclose (Behavior, Purpose and Teleology from
Philoeophy of Selence) may conteln some meterial on the
gubject in which you sre interested,

I also refer yoﬂ”to the publicetions of cur group on
Cybernetice by the Josliah Macy, Jr, Foundation, 565 Park
Avenue, New: York 21, N¢w York, I shall write to the Macy
Foundation and inelos2 2 copy of your lciter, and I shall
recuest that they send you sny relevant materiel,

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

hb
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September 22, 19562

Hr, Frederick Gehlmann

Tests and Records Department
Seience Hegearch Assoclates
57 %W, Crand Avenue

Chicago 10, Illinoie

Dear Mr, Gehlmann!

I think you will find material on the sublect which
interests you in my disgusgsion of learning in The Human
Use of Human Beings, I am very much interested in
pursuing these idess together with Dr. Bavelss and
others working in peychology at M,I.T,

Sineerel, youre,
Norbert Wiener
hb

Thie information is furnished golely out of scientific
gourtesy, and does not entitle the recéblent to make
any use whatever of my name, I partlcularly firbld the
ugeé of my name in any promotion activities,

Norbert Wiener

Jama (642075]]
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Mr., Thomse ¥, Grady,
Selenx State Teachers
8alem, Massachusetts

Dear Mr., Grady:

I have not been very
during the past yeaw
tired man and hsd %o

I suggeet you get in
Avenue, Wellesley.

QP

September 22, 1962

Jr.
College

agtive in the "Speekled Band of Boston®
beceuse I returned from Europe a very
cut out all extras,

touch with Mr, James Keddie, 28 Laurel

Me, Keddie used to be secgretary of our

group, If he is no longer serving in that capeeity, he

can put you in touch

hn

with the right peopie,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wierer



COPRPY

Beptember 22, 1952

The Josiah Macy, Jr, Foundation

5685 Park Avenue

New York 21, New York

Gentlemen:

I am enclosing 2 ccpy of a letter from Dr, Trygve Braatoy
of the Paychiatric Department, Ullevaal Genersl Hospital,
Oslo, Norway. Will you kindly send him any material
whiech is relevant to his interest.

with many thanks,

3incerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbh

[rvs 10[16159]
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September 22, 1952

Mp, Henry P, McKean, Jr,
¢/c Barclay's Bank, Ltd,
Cambridre, England

Dear Mr, McKean:

Frofessor Wiener has asked me to write to you to tell

you thet he recelved = copy of your proof some time ago
and had hoped that he would be able to look it over

long before thils,

He hag etill not had =n opportunity to etudy it, but he
wante me to agsure you that he intends 1> do 80, As soon
ae he has some comments for you he will send them to you,

Professor Wiener regrete this ingonvenlence to you, and
sends his greetinge for a successful year in Cambridge.

Bincerely yours,

Mre. George Baldwin
Secretery to Prof, Wiener

hb



COPRPY

September 22, 1952

Dr, Elliott Montroll

Ingtitute for Fluld Dynamies and Appllied Mathematioce
University of Maryland

College Psrk, Msaryland

Pear Dr, Montroll:

Profeegor Wiener has asked me to wrlte to you to secure
two coples of your recent paper, "Markoff Chains, Wiener
Integrale, and CJuantum Theory." Yould you kindly send
one copy of the paper to Professor Wiener, and 2nother
copy to Dr, Armand Seigel, M.I,T., Cambridge 287

If you publish any more work in this field, Professor
Wiener would like very much %o see 1t,

Thank you very much.

S8incerely yours,

Mra. George Baldwin
Seeretary to Prof, Norbert Wierer



COPRPY

September 22, 1952

Mre, Helen Porkinson, Regesrch Librarian
The Carter 0il Company

1135 Mo, Lewis

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Desyr Mrs, Perkinson:

Thank you for your letter of September 15, 1982, inauiring
about a copy of Profespor Wiener's paper, "Generalized
Hermonie Anslyeis,"

Our supply of reprinte of thie paper was exhesusted many
yeare ago, TFerhaps vou could secure = ~ony of the issue

of Acta Mathematica 1n whilceh the peper wzs published by
writing directly tc Sweden, One of our graduste studentas
has recently secured a copy through the J,8, Canner and Co,.,
46 Millmont S5t,, Boston, Maas, There may be a2 firm which
does simllar work nesrer to Tulea thean Boston, or perhape
you would like to write to the Canner Co, directly,

I wiah T sould be of more help, You should be able to find
a eopy of the Journal in any good university sclense library.

S8incerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Seoretary to Prof. Wiener

e[

g Mathemat) addrese 1e: Uppsala, Almquiset
Boktrycker,

&aB, S8weden,

and Wikas:;‘
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September 22, 1952

Dr. Arturo Hosenblueth

Instituto Neclonale de Cardiologla
Avenids Cusuhtemoc No, 300

Mexleo, D.F,, Mexico,

Dear Arturo!

Your letter lesves mé uncertain of the direction from whieh
you are to aoproach Boston, Inmsmuch as you are alresdy
going six thousand miles to the south to start the trip, may
I aseume that you are continulng by way of the south vole,
the China coest, the arctie, thence to Boston? I{ really
would not be mueh more than four or five times ae far, and
you would have the advantage of not having to change courses

Meanwhile, I shell be here from the 16th to the 25th of
October and shell be delighted to talk with you, 1 have
had a restful summer, and am now busy at work on quantum
theory. I have s young phyelcist ss an aesistant, and we
gseem to have the bull by the horns,

Best regards to Virginia, and to 211 of our friende in
our second home (perhaps our third, after Sandwich, New
Hampshire), Mexico City.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hb
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September 22, 1952

Scientia

Vlia Roncaglia, 4
4980 (Como)
Italy

PDear B8ir:

Professor Norbert Wiener haes asked me to inquire when you
expect to publish his article on Cybernetics., Will you
klndly inform me further whether you will send reprints
of the article to Frolessor Wiener, and how soon after
the appearance of the article they may be expected to
arrive?

Sincerely yours,

Mre, G.B, Baldwin
SBeeretary to Profegsor Wiener
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September 22, 1952

Mr, Philip P, Viener

City College of New York
Convent Avenue and 139th St,
New York 31, New York

My deer Mr, Wienepr:

In the firet place, I should like to ask if there is

any chanse that we are kinemen, I know from thé history
of Jewieh nemes that the name Wiener was given in the
elghteenth century and the early nineteenth to many
totally unrelated familles, T am therefore giving you
these data to help you to ascertalin whether there 1s

a2 posslibllity of our relationship,

My famlly comes from the region of Silegizs and the
Provinee of Posen, slthough my father was born in
Byelostok in Poland, My great-great grandfather was
the rabbl Aquiba Eger who was Grand ®-hbl of Posen
from about the time of Napoleon to a little later, I
have also other snceators by the name of Danlel who
were publishers of Talmuda and lived in the same region,
It your family has no gonnection with that reglon, we
are probably not related, But i1f youn belong to the
eastern mark between Germany 2nd Poland there 1s at
least a good chance that we mey be related,

Now to the business of your letter., I am highly som-
plimented by vour requeat for permiszsion to ineclude the
first chapter of my book in your coming volume of
readings. I think the correct thing for vou to do would
be to write to Houghton-Mifflin and Company for permis-
slon, enclosing a copy of the letter I am cending you,

I believe that when as large a passage as this is
ineluded in a volume of readings a eertain payment for
the privilege is customary., I do not know how my
gontract with Houghton-Mifflin is to be interpreted, but
I ghall quote below a passage from a similar contract
which I have with Simon and Schuster concerning another
book:

"Book Selection Righte" shall mean the exclusive
right, after the publication of the first trade
edition, to ineclude, or to authorize others to
include, in anthologies end other worke in book
form, selections from, parts of, and/or photographs
and 1llustrations from the litersry work, to the
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extent that the Publlsher deems appropriate, pro-
vided that no sueh selection to be included in any
one book shall execeed approximately 10,000 worde

from or 10% of the length of a work of prose (which-

ever is shorter), 1 short story from = collectiom
of stories, 3 complege poems from = collection of
poens, or 1 2ct from a play.

My contrset for my other book considers thle one of the
grimary rights granted and assigned to the publisher,
nese rights are to be pald for by agreement with the
publisher, snd this amount 1s to be dlvided evenly
between the publisher and myeself., I repeat that I do
not know whether thie situ=2tion is the same in my cone
tract with Houghton-Mifflin concerning The Humen Use
of Humsn Beings,

I have Juet cslled Paul Brooks of Houghton-Mifflin, and
he confirmse the fact that the standard contraect which

I have with him resds the same way as does the one with
8imon and Schuster. He would like ® hear from you, and
in particuler would llke to know sometuning in detail

of the character of your book, If, as he belleves, 18
is8 a college text book, he will take the metter up wilth
his college department which has standard practices

in the matter,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb
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September 23, 1952

Dr. Henry L. Bockus

Department of Internsl Medicine
250 South 18th Street
Philedelphia 3, Penna,

Deer Dr, Bookus:

Professor Wiener has seked me to thank you for your letter

of September 17th,and to tell you that all the arrangements
you suggest in 1t s2¢ to hisgaccommodations are satisfactory,

Hewill arrive in Philsdelphia on Tuesday afternoon from .
Morristown, New Jersey,

Sincerely vours,

Mrs, Georgze Baldwin
Secretary toc Prof, Wiener
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September 23, 1962

Mr, Jerry Kagan

Dept, of Pesychology, Yele University
333 Cedar Street

New Haven, Connegticut,

Desr Mr. Keogan:

Profegsor Wiener has ssked me to confirm for him your

choice of March 25th for his talk to your Psychology

Colloquium, He will get in touch with ycu agaln early
in March,

I ghould like to know whether 1t is your custom to

expeet zn a2dvance copy of your spekers' talks. Professgﬁ%i‘
Wiener does not like to prepare hies talke in this way, he
prefers to know as far as posgible in advance 1f a menuscript
will be expected, My assumption is that your group is more
informal than those which impose this expectatlon, and 1if

I do not hesr from you to the contrary, I shall conclude

that you need nothing more than his subject in advance of
Profesgor Wierer's talk,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Seoretary to Prof, Wiener

¥
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PHILOSOPHY DEPT,
The @ity @ollege of New York

CONVENT AVENUE AND 139TH STREET
NEW YORK 31, N. Y.

192 Coligni Ave.
New Rochelle, N.Y,
September 24, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of lMathematics
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear FProfessor Wiener:

It makes me very happy to learn from your inquiry about our past
family relations that there is even a possibility of kinship, for I
have been often honored with the same query by persons who all ad-
mire you (among such persons I include myself). Fortunately I do not
know the answer, having no record of my ancestors beyonfl the fact

of my father's birthplace in Wilna (about 1852) and death in 1934 in
N.Y.C. after 4O years of residence here. He was considered a very
good mind, but had no formal education; he spoke and read several
languages (Russian, Hebrew, Yiddish, German, Polish, and English)

and was an Esperanto fan, teaching me the elements when I was a

mere child. I think my interest in Leibniz is related to this,

He and my mother (his second wife) did mention several *“‘abbis inVilna
Egev who are grandparents and great grandparents of mine on both sides
and my father seemed to know his Talmud on the Cabbalistic side. I
shall talk further with my mother about it, and let you know. I
naturally would like to cherish a learned ignorance for fear that no
possible or probable family relation exists between us; upper Silesia
is not too far from Vilna for my father's side (who called them-
selves Litvaks) to have come from, In any case, my boy (16) and girl
(10) are regarded as far above average students, and fhat should sup-
port my wishful thinking. A fond dream of mine is to see my boy who
is gifted with a mathematico-physical type of mind become one of

your students at M.,I.T, He wishes to enter next Fall as a Science
student, and I have a preliminary application in Thrasher's office.

I did mail a copy of my letter to you to Houghton Mifflin (in order

| to save time, for my Readings should go to press next month), and

received today at the same time as yvour letter the hard news that I
should have to pay $75 for your first chapter of 19pp. Nobody haw
asked me for more than $2 a page, so that I must ask you whether you
can rcduce the charze to $40, even though I may be a relative ! I am
enclosing a carbon copy of my Table of Contents, and shall gratefully
receilve any suggestions you may wish to make,

Thank you again for your kind cooperation.

Sincerely yours,
,QW 2. ? WM

Philip P. Wiener

: /8 o
gMD. LU LT
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26 September 1952

Dear Dr. Weiner:

At the suggestion of
Dr. Robert Lindner of Baltimore we
have sent you an advance copy of Dr.
Lindner's new book, PRESCRIPTION FOR
REBELLICN, which we publish October
twenty-third.

We feel certain this
outspoken book is destined to stir
up heated controversy, angry words
as well as cheers. Dr. Lindner was
sure you would be interested.

When you have had a
chance to read it, we would like
very much to have your opinion. I
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

S A7 = 3
XjZ At %’L OgLie

Dudley Frasier
Publicity Director
DF:phn

Dr. Norbert Weiner

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Mathematics Department

Cambridge, Mass.




Genéve, le 30 septembre 1952

Avenue de la Grenade 5

,FV"L-P .

Mathemat

Institute of Technology
Cambridge (Mass, )

USA

INVITATION

a la premiére présentation du

Typo-sonographe phonétique
ou phonétographe, prototype expérimental |

(appareil transformant des langages parlés en textes imprimés phonétiquement
par une machine a écrire électrique)

par J. Dreyfus-Graf

le vendredi 10 octobre 1952, a 20 heures 30
dans I'Aula de I’Ecole des Arts et Métiers, rue de Lyon 22
a Genéve

La présentation est accompagnée d'une conférence expérimentale (durée 1 heure %, environ) traitant les sujets
suivants :

le mécanisme de I'émission par la bouche des voyelles, consonnes et langage murmuré
I'oreille sonographique et les spectres de fréquence

le cerveau et le relais électro-dynamiques

I'information codée en systéme binaire (oui, non), et trinaire (zéro, plus, moins)

les spectres d'information

télé-communications sonographiques et compression de fréquences (de 4000 & 135 Hertz)
orthographe, orthophonie et néo-phonétisme

sonographes semi-orthographiques, calculateurs et autres

perspectives d'avenir

Rappel de 2 publications récentes de I'auteur ;
Journal of the Acoustical Society of América, nov. 1850 : R.S. V.P.
"* Sonegraph and Sound Mechanics " (nombre de places, a bonne visibilité

Bulletin technique des PTT (Sulsses), mars 1950 : des expériences, limité)
« Le sténo-sonographe phonétique »

Priere de présenter cette invitation a I'entrée. Des invitations supplémentaires peuvent &tre demandées par
les intéressés.




UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Sept. 30, 1952

Deer Professor Wiener,

As you know we here at Cincinnati, have recently sustainecd
& gieat loss in the death of Proiessor szasz. We should like
to do something in his memory and have co@%ived the notion
that a tfitting tribute would be an edition of his complete works,
to be published perhaps, in photographic form, as were the papers
of the late G. D. Birkhoff.

Iv is possible that we may obtain & subvention for the project
from the Taft Fund of our University. Since we would like to
present as strong a case as possible, and since no Matnematician
is a member of the Committee which administers this fund, we are
asking for letters supporting this project from some ol Proressor
Szasz's friends. If you feel that this is a worthy project and a
fitting tribute to the memory of Prolfessor S5zasz, would you

please wridte the undersigned, expressing your ideas on the proposal.

S

There is & certain amount of urgency in the matter, sine the Talt
Committee meets in October. Let me thank you in advance for your

prompt help.

Sincerely yours,
LY

H. Davia Lipsich

Asst. Prof. Of Math.
College of Liberal Arts
Univ. of Cincinnati
Cincinnatik 21, Ohio
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september 30, 1952

Mr, Henry Simon

Simon znd Schuster, Inec,
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr, Sinmon:

It 1s the better part of a month since I have been in touch
with you, and I am beginning %o look forward to the time when
I shall see my firet galleys.

However, 1%t is not about this that 1 am writing. On Tuesday,
Ogtober 7, I shall be in Philadelphia giving the Alvarenga
Prige lLecture at the College of Physioclans, As my present
schedule stands, I have nothing else to take me to New York
before the flrst week of Degember when I ghall be lecturing
to the American Society of Mechanloal Engineers., After that
my sechedule ls rather gonfused, It 1is possible that I ghall
be golng to India for about six weeks in late December, January,
and early February at the invitation of the Indlan Sclence
CGongress, Thue, it 1e desirsble that I should know in advange
if I am to have further consultstions with you any time before
the publication of the book, and that arrangements be started
for that now, It is further desirable that I have as much as
poesible of the gorrection of gelley and page proof behind me
before I leave for India, if in fact I do go. It also geems
to me that if the trip to India really comes off, 1t gives a
certain opportunity for publicity in bshalf of the book. I
should therefore like to hear from you at your earliest oone
venlence what your rlsens are,

I have got e thorough rest this summer, and I am started on
some very promising mathemstical-physical resesrch, So you
gee that I shall have 2 full winter this year.,

Bincerely yours,

Norbert YWiener

hb



