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Monday

Dear Norbert,

I'm terribly sorry at my delay &amp;h replying

to your letter. I won't attempt to apologise.

Congratulations on Simon &amp; Schuster recog-

nising the value of your book, I shall look forward

to its publication as though it were my own, since I

feel an especial attachment toward it. I'm pleased,

also, at the hope expressed by our agent, and as stated

previously, I shall go along with your judgement in all

matters concerning it. Any agreements or financial

arrangements will be acceptable to me.

We expect to be leaving México on the first

of July, and I hope to have my present work completed

at that time. I hone to be able to push Arturo to the

completéon of our other work, but I am not in a nosition

Lo offer promises.

Peggy wrote to us, and that was pleasing. I

hope that they locate me close to Boston for chess and

bridee.

Sincerely,

was
Morris E, Chafetz



Professor Zeldin's picture of the Math Dept., ca. 1923.

l tor,

lst row:

2nd, row:

Passano, Hitchcock, Bartlett, Tyler, Woods,
Bailey, George, Phillips.

Wiener, Lipka, Rice, Moore, Douglass, Rutledge,
Taylor, Zeldin.
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My Dear Professor Wiener:

Becoming acquainted with your elegant work on the closure

of translations of a function of Ij (L,) last year, I set

myself the analogous problem for functions of Ls (14 P4&amp; )
and I thinkI have found the answer.

Let us put WW (8) = (all elements of L, of the form

of $ (xt A) + -—- + Ka É(xtAn)

where the (0: ) are complex numbers and the (Ai) lie

in a point set A which is taken dense’in rf). The

theorem reads:

Let f(x) be a member of L, (14p £ à . In order that

$e So should be a member of rm (5) ] (where

Le 1 denotes L, closure), it is necessary
and sufficient that

Lo S(b)S(k)
wm (SIP) - =F) = 0

where S(P) ls the set of reals on which

316) = ef

Boro vr

X A
&gt;.
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is essemtirlly differentfrom zero.

I have serached in the various abstract lists (such as the

Mathematical Reviews) for some mention of this problen,

Without success, and I wonder if you could tell me

1f anything has been done on it since 1932.

Yours truly:

Hay 2. Meiceam fi
Henry P McKean Jr.
2 Chase Rd
Hanover, NH.



Meeting of the American Physical Society, Washington, D.C, May 1, 2, 3,

Thursdey morning:
Stars and V Perticles. Shoreham Terrace Room.
Apperatus of Nuclear Physics, Shoreham Main Ballroom,
Chemical Physics, Blonhysics, General Physics, Nat'l, Bureau of Standards.
Cyrogenics: Maxwell, de Klerk, NBS, Materials and Testing.
Nuclear Theory. Shoreham, West Ballroom.
Semiconductors. MMS, East Building Lecture Room,

(10:30)

Thursday afternoon: (2:15)

Phosphors; Cyrogenizs., NBS, Eset Bldg. Lecture R:onm.
Aoperatue of Nuclear Physics; radiozctive nuclei, Shorehem.
Symposium on Chemical Physics, Shoreham, West Ballroom.
Photodisintegretion of the Deuteron 2t High Energies; Protonuclear reactions.

Werdmen Perk, Continental Room.
Theoretical Physics, including Rediosctivity. “lerdmen Psrk, Burgundy Room.
New Cosmic-Pev Particles. Shroehem, Terrzce Room.

Friday morning: (2:15)

Mostly Non-Metallic Crystals. N°7”, East Building Lecture Room.
Radioactive Nuclei from Gallium Onwards. Shorehem, Terrace Room.
Symposium of the DCP on Meen-Snectroscopy, Shoreham, W, Bellroom.
Radio Carbon Dating and Neutrons in the Atmæohere. *horehem, Mein
Reactions of Trensmutation, I, Werdmen Park, Continental Room,
High Energy Nuclear Processes. Werdmen Perk, Bureundy Room.

Friday efternoon;
Vetals, Shoreham Mein Ballroom,
Symposium of the DE” on Unusual Electron Physics, NBS, East Blé-.
Symposium of the DC” on Chemicel Transport Phenomens, Skorehem, ©
Optical Spectre; moleculer structure, NBS, Materials end Te“tinz.
Resctions of Transmuteation, II. “Verdmen Prrk, Continental Room,
Invited Papers, Piccioni, Shutt, DuMond. Shorehem Terrace Room,
“eson Theory; Mucleer Shell-Structure, "rêmaen Park, Burgundv Room.

Ballroom.

Lecture Rm.
Ballroom.

Friday evening:
Bancuet of thie Am. Physical Society, Shorehem,

Seturday morning: (9:37)
Invited Pzvers on Semi-Conductore and Silicon, NBS, Meteriele endTestin:,
Entropy and Info mation, NBS, Eset Building Lecture Room.

Entropy and Informstion, B. M:i&amp;llen.
Quental and Non-Tuental Uncerteinties, HNorbert Wiener
,The Negentropy Principle of Informetion. L. Brillouin.

Jeutron-vepture, “erdmen Park, Continental Room.
“lementery-Perticle Scattering. Sorehem, Mein Bellroom.
T i T2 3 3 J 5 TT em en e mar &gt; =theoretical Physics, indluding Field Theory, 'erdman Perl, Burgundv Roon.



Saturdey mornin~ (c-ntd.
Nuclear Megnet! Resonance; Vicroweve Spectre, 0 CC + TNsFa - adGS rer mn err » &gt; Room,

Saturdev afternoon: (2:07)

loleculor-Besn Exmeriments; Peremegnetic Resonance.
Instrumentation, NBZ, Materiele end Testing.
Electron-Physics, Including Gs= Discharges. N7°, Chemistr’
Fluid Dynsmice end Ultrasonics. NFS, East Buildin: Lectuw
Positronium, Pair Creation. “ardmen Psrk, Burgundy Room.
Scattering of Protons and Neutrons. Shorehem Main BaT roo,
Coemic Rays, “erdmen P-rk, Continental Ronnm

Shorerem Terrscce Room.

7 Lecture Room.
Room.



feeting of the American Physical Society, Washington, D.C, Mey 1, 2, 3,

Thursday morning: (10:20)
3tars end V Perticlee, Shorehan Terrace Room.
Apparatus of Nuclear Physics, Shoreham Main Bs llroom,
Jhemice1 Physics, Bionhysies, General Physics. Hat'l, Bureau of Standards.
Syrogenies: Yaxwell, de Klerk, NBT, Materix. and Testing.
Nuclear Theory. Shor-ham, Jeet Ballroon.
Semiconductor: “ma Wes’ Building lecture Room,

Thursd:.

Phosphors; Cyrogeni:s, N?°, Fast Bldg, Lecture Rom,
\nparatus o7 Nuclear Physics; radioactive nuclei, Shorehan, Main Ballroom,
3ymposium on Chemical Phycics, Shoreham, West Ballroom,
Photodisintegretion of the Deuteron at High Energld =r Photonucleer reactions,

ardman Park, Continental Room,
Theoretical Physics, including Pedionetivity. ‘’ardmen Perk, Burgundy Room,
New Cosmic-Fay Particles, Shrosham, Terrace Room.

(~:1.„N1

at. y_mornin,- (09:15)
Mootly Non-etallin Crystals, MM”, East Bullding Lecture Room.
Radioactive Fuaic. °° *allium Onwards, Shorehzm, Terrace Room.
Symposium . He DOP ~gn-Spectrogeopy . Shorehem, WW, Ballroom.
Radtr 6" Ang che Neutrone in the «phere, Phorehem, Main
dent on ‘ransmutation. I, Wardmen +. Continentsl Room.
Ji 0 x-lesr Processes, “Wardman , Bur:undy Room,

Bellroom,

=
os
&gt;

4”

JO
’ x %

2:00,

Metals, wohoreham Main Ballroom,
Jymposium of the DE” on Unuevel Electron Physics, N°", Eest Bld:. Lecture Rm,
3ymposium of the DO” on Chemical Transport Phenomena, Shoreham, J, Bzllroom,
Ipticel Spectre; moleculer structure, NBS, Materials znd Testing.
Resctions of Tranemutation, II, “ardmen Prk, Contlnentsl Room,
[Invited Papers, Pleceioni, Shutt, DuMond, Shoreham Terrace Room.
Yeson Theory: Muclezr Shel leStructure. "rrdmen Park, Burrundy Room,

-
1 ro.

4  + an ’hysical Society, Shoreham,

5, = NY
a a

2117! (9:39)
[nv] t.
inter

+s on Semi-Conductore and Silicon, NBS. “terlals andTestin-”.
Info mation, N°27, Fest Buildinx Lecture iloom.
tropy and Informstion, B, M-V*1lan.
izntel and Non-"uentzl Uncertainties,

he Negentropy Principle of Informetlion.
Keutron-y-pture. “erdman Park, Continental Room,
“lementai'y-Particle Scatterins, Soreham, Mein P=21room.
Theoretical Physics, indluding Field Theory, Ya dmzn Far), Burgundy Room.



Saturdey morninz (ec-ntd.)
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance;
x

vi ‚un+ - _—m0oe À
-Lla (220)

“Lerowave Spectra, Shoreham Terrace Room,

folecular-Peau Experiments; feramsgnetic Resonance, Shoreham Terrace Room,
Instrumentation, NBS, Materizls and Testing.
Llectron-Physics, Including Gse Digchafges. N22, Chemistry Lecture Room,
Fluid Dynamize end Ultrasonics, N73, East Buildin~ '~cture Room,
Positronium; Pair Creation, VYardmen Perk, Burgundy Room,
Scattering of Protons and Neutrons, Shoreham Main ”-11roon,
Cosmic Faye, Wardman Prk, Continental Room.
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ECKERT-MAUCHLY DIVISIO"

BALDWIN 3-7300

2300 WEST ALLEGHENY AVE.

PHILADELPHIA 29, PA.

May 1, 1952

Mr. N. Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Masse

Dear Mr. Wiener:

Our research staff has requested that we obtain, at

your earliest convenience, a copy of your paper, "Quantal

and Non=Quantal Uncertainties", presented at the 1952

Nashlington Meeting of the Physical Society, for use in our

library.

With sincere thanks,

ew (Jar
Eunice P. Garrett (Mrs)
Librarian

EPG: pw

nds



BERNARD L. SCHUBERT, INC.
509 MADISON AVENUE

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

MARGOT JOHNSON
Literary Department MUrray Hill 8-0940

May 1, 1952

Dear Mr. Wiener:

No, the sixty page original treatment
hasn't any special technical require-
ments. You tell the story as well as
you can with special attenticn to
setting up the characters.

/) Sinc erely ve
tv,

ref À
Margot Jéhn son

MJ:1ls

Mr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambfidge 39, Massachusetts



THE INNER SANCTUM
OF SIMON AND SCHUSTER

PUBLISHERS - 630 FIFTH AVENUE

ROCKEFELLER CENTER - NEW YORK 20

May 1, 1952

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Thank you for your letter of April 25, and your proposal
about the interpretation of the option clause in our contract
with you is not only quite acceptable but, as you suspected,
what we actually prefer ourselves, We are attaching your
letter and our copy of this one to the contract, and, if
you do the same with your copies, the correspondence will
act as an addendum to the contract.

 ~~ x

( Sincerely,

ir
M. Lincoln Schuster

AANA A tli ih

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

nls :pf
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The wsitiny liet for Dr, ‘ehhy's noners hea ~-tended Îteelf so
mach that I must ask you to return these nane“e to me as soon
28 soscîble, I hene th-t they have helned vou,

On tie off-chence thot vou con't 1éentify then resdlly, there vere
two paners, ench about 5-4 veges in length, mimeozraenhed on legal=
size noner, 1 don't ren11 the titles, eroont for the central
sord, "Homeoetat!*

Jin6errelvV y0u Tr 8 8

=m, Georre Baldwin
“ray +) Prof, Wiener
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‘123 Caroline D. Tnierw…od
3chool of Mathematics
The Institute c ’ “2vansed Study
Princeton, Nerr + rgev

My Amen?
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sis "

PE 40 ITA rpm a ~ A -

~~HeroldFreemsn tells me thet he 1s snplying for member=
9 Institute for the coming year,

pe so Freensrn enown to me forneny veers, 2nd 1s
amon mv closest Ie 18 a thorough mrster of modern
hEasvythes n vn°ct from him ugh work in the exten
nan Oo îts possin:.1ti6s, I velue hls cherescter end persone
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CONRAD N. HILTON, Presiden DBERT P. WILLIFORD, Exec. Vice President
CHICAGO + A HILTON HOTEL « WAbash z-4400

ROBERT F. QUAIN, General Manager
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Dear Dr. and Mrs. Wiener:

I want to send a word of thanks to you both for your
lepitality and for the very informative talk. I hope
I did not transmit some sort of flu to you, for I must
have had some infection in me. I felt increasingly shaky
that night and was out of action altogether the following
day.” I was able to fly here on Friday, and am more or less
normal now. It may, of course, not have been flu but the
effect of something I had eater before leaving Montreal.
Anyhow, I do hope I have not left a trall of minor sick-
ness behind me.

My head is not yet working very well, but I am now
able to see many points that I had not previously seen,
My general view is in the "conditions" but I shall try
to put the more striking relevant polnts on paper as soon
as I am back in McGill,

ith kindest regards and many thanks,

m
Np 77/89]







THE NEW YORK TIMES
PHYSICISTS DEFINE

EFFECTS OF BOOKS
One View Is That the Writing
and Reading of Them Are Not

Worth the Energy Involved

By ROBERT K. PLUMB
Special to THE New York TIMES.

WASHINGTON, May 3 — The
writing, distribution and reading
of books are never worth the en-
ergy that is put into them from
the thermodynamic point of view,
physicists asserted today at the
end of the meeting of the Amer-
ican Physical Cociety. i

This decision was reached fol-
lowing a panel discussion on the
new mathematical theory of com-
munication in which information
ls equated, roughly, to energy and
treated by classical physical tech-
niques.

The discussion centered around
3 physicists’ concept of a special
for mof energy that is called “en-
tropy.” Entropy may be described
approximately as the amount of
disorder that exists in any system.
A pile of bricks thrown from a
truck, for instance, has high en-
tropy in comparison to the entropy
present when the same bricks are
formed into a wall,

Information, or hard facts, fits
into this picture as a negative sort
of entropy. That is, information
decreases disorder. ;
“Tt would seem a simple matter!

Atomic Blasts Speed Up
Professor’ ‘Time Clock’

By Science Service, ;

WASHINGTON, May 8 —
Atomic bomb explosions in Ne-
vada are interfering with the
time clock of Dr. W. F. Libby,
University of Chicago physicist.
His time clock isamethod of
measuring the age of anything
that lived up to 25,000 years ago
by the strength of .the radioac-
tive carbon contained in the an-
cient materials.

But the atom bomb explosions
have been getting the radioac-
tive ‘carbon in his specimens
“dirty,” he told the American
Physical Society meeting here.
The blasts have thrown enough
radioactive “dirt” into the air so
that some of it settles on the
wood samples he collected from
sld Egyptian Tombs for his ex-
periments.

The “hot” dust boosts the over-
all radioactivity of samples and
makes them appear younger
than thev are.

{or me’ to decrease disorder by
writing a book,” declared Dr. Leon
Brillouin-of the Watson Labora-
tories of the International Business
Machines Corporation. “If 1,000
copies were printed and each was
read by 100 individuals, the ap-
parent result is to multiply my
nformation by 100,000.

“However, this is not true. If
it were true the laws of ther-

modynamics would be violated by
the printing and reading of books.
Energy, or information, cannot be
multiplied. There will be mistakes
in my book, and perhaps some
misprints. Some of my readers
will read carelessly. And in. the
end all will have forgotten what
they read,

“Books contain bound informa-
ion. Negative entropy, or infor-
nation, must be applied to them
2efore the information they con-
‘ain can be freed. To read, one
must have light, for instance. The
slectric light is negative entropy
which must be applied to free the
nformation in the book.”

All bound forms of information
[reading and writing] need the in-
jection of negative entropy before
‘hey can be free, Dr. Brillouin
said.

This concept wag questioned in
small part by Dr. Norbert Wifner
of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, one of the originators
of the new communications theo-
ries.

Dr. Wiener held that there was
no true difference between inform-
ation from the viewpoint of therm-
sdynamics. Whether anyone com-
prehends or not, he added, in-
formation [preventing disorder] is
present in books, even though they
are considered merely memory
guides for those interested.

The conclusion was reached that
writing, - editing, publishing, dis-
tributing and reading a book used
up more negative entropy [order]
than was gained in countering dis-
order by making the information
available. Books are only reposi-
tories and an energy loss to the
system of the world. it was said.
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Mies Ann Hill
Publications Department
Univereity of Toronto Press
Toronto 5, Ontario
canada

Dear Miss Hill:

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $1.54,
¥11l you kindly send me a copy of the Canddian Vathe-
natical Congress. Lecture Series, No, 1 « Introductions
to the Theoryc¢”Digtributions,by Halperin and Schwartz.

Jenae Te 1 » om or a

bp

Armand Siegel
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or, Max Lerner
New York Post
75 Vest Strret
New York. New York

Dear D+» Lerner:

Professor Wiener tells me that you are Interested in
expanding the work in Physics at Brandeis, and that
there may be an opening for me in this program, I gather
from Professor Wiener that he talked to you sbout me when
he was gt Brandels two weeks ago.

[f you are interested in following up this matter, I
should be very gled of an opportunity to talk to you
shetiavernfitofiay be convenient, I shall try to get in
touch with you by telephone at Brandeis toward the end
5° this week,

Sincerely Yours,

Armand Slegel

Lt Fy



From: NATIONAL COMU:ITTus TO
Rir.snl THs MeCARRAN ACT

Room 204, @ Stone Ste
New York 4, N.Y.
30 9 — 2558

FOR ReLZASE MONDAY A.Me MAY 5, 1952

A group of initiators and sponsors of the National Committee

to Repeal the McCarran Act today made public an Open Letter to

Congressional candidates calling upon them "to declare publicly"

their position with regard to the McCarran Acte "The issue raised

by the McCarran Act and its enforcement," the letter stated, "is

one of the most vital in the forthcoming elections."

The Open Letter, signed by seventy-five educators, religious

leaders and professional people, pointed out that the McCarran Act

"ig responsible for the intolerablo situation in which Government

agencies, in a manner all too reminiscent of Nazi Germany, are

already preparing concentration camps, are holding thought-control

hearings, are denying passports to citizens, and are deporting and

refusing admission to aliens."

Among the sijnars to the Open Letter were Dre Frank aydelotte,

Institute for Advanced Study, rrinceton; Miss zmily Greene Balch,

co-winner, Nobel Peace rrize (1946), Professor smeritus, “ellesley

College, 'lellesley, Lasse; Se Miles Bouton, writer and lecturer,

Ashville, New York; Rabbi Leo Jung, Rabviaical Courcil of Am rice,

New York City; Bishop Gareld Kennedy, Portland area, the Methodist

Church, Portland, Oregon; Dr. ‘illiam Ze Hocking, /rofessor Smeri-

tus, Harvard University; DT, John As hackay, rresident, rrinceton

Theological Seminary, princeton; and Professor Rohert Redfis ld,

anthropologist, University of Chicagoe

Text of the letter and compleve list of signers follows:
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Dear Sir:

OPEN LATTER TO CONGHSSSIOTAL CANDIDATES

As citizens deeply concerned with the preservation of
our cherished liberties, ve call upon you as a candidate
for the United States Congress to declare publicly your
position with regard to the McCarran Act (Internal Security
Act of 1950).

It is our firm conviction that the McCarran Act violates
all basic American democratic traditions, It is our further
conviction that this law has already lb d to serious infringe-
ments of the Bill of Kightse The McCarran Act is responsible
for the intolerable situation in which Government agencies,
in a manner all too reminiscent of Nazi Germany, are already
preparing concentration camps, are holding thought-control
hearings, are denying passports to citizens, and are deporte
ing and refusing admission to aliens. |

The issue raised by the McCarran Act and its enforcem nt
is one of the most vital in the forthcoming elections,

fle are confident tliat the American people share our deep
attachment to our democratic traditions, and that they will
derand the repeal of the MeCarran act just as their fore-
fethers one hundred and fifty years ogo forced the repeal of
the Alien and Sedition Acts.

We hope that you will send us a stetement for publication
of your views on this matter,

Respectfully yours,

Dr, Frank Aydelotte
Prof, Roland H, Baînton
Emily Greene Balch
Prof. Frederick K., Beutel
Dr. Algernon D. Black
Se Miles Bouton
Catherine Drinker Bowen
Prof, We Russell Bowle
Reve John W, Bradbury
Prof. ‘Ge Murray Branch
Prof. Paul ¥W, Burres
Prof. Harold Buschman
Hitter Bynner
Dr. Aedoe Carlson
Dr, Rudolf Carnap
Dr. Abraham Cronbach
Prof, label Le Cummings
Prof. George Dahl
Dr, Edwin T. Dahlberg
Prof. Thomas I. Zmerson
Reve Joseph M. svans
Dr. John Scott üverton

Printeton, New Jersey
New Haven, Conn,
liellesley, Mass,
Lincoln, Nebraska.
New York, N.Y.
Ashville, New York
Bryn liawr, Penna,
Alexandria, Virginia
New York, l'.Ye
Atlanta, Georgia
Kansas City, hansas
Kansas City, Mis souri
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Chicago, Ille
Chicago, Ill.
Cincinnati, Ohio
Tellesley, lasse
New Haven, Conne
Ste Louis, missowi
lew Haven, Conne
Chicego, Ill, ,

Kalamazoo, Lichigan



Prof. Henry Pratt Fairchild
Reve Thomas K. Farley
Dr. Harold £2. Fey
Prof, Royal W, France
Dr. Robert Gordis
Charles Ae. Graham sq.
Chester A. Graham
Prof. Fowler Harper
Prof. William Fe Hewitt, Jr.
Prof. William ärnest Hocking
Prof. Harold Hotelling
Reve JR. Jamison
Dr. John Paul Jones
Rabbi Leo Jung
Bishop Gerald Kennedy
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett
Prof. Robert S. Lynd
Or. John A. Mackay
Carey licWilliams
Rev. Stanley Lanning
Prof. Â.H. Liaslow
Dr. Joseph .. Mayer
Dr. Alexander lieikle john
Rabbi Uri Miller
Rte Reve Walter il tchsll
Prof. Charles Morris
Rev. Hervey K. lousley
dre Stuart Mudd
Lewis Lunford -

Profs Arthur Ve Lunk .
Mrs. Mildred Scott Olms and
ProfeGeudwinOsborn
Dre Albert Vie Falmer
Dr. udvards A. Fark
The Rte. Rev, zdvard Le iarsouns
Dre Linus Pauling
Dre John P, Peters
Nathaniel rhillips usde
Dr. 2dwin LcHeill roteat
Rev. Fro.. Gordon voteat
Prof, Robert kedfield
Rev, Frederick ue Lieissig
Reve. D.R, Sharpe
Hone .Ce LeBron Simmons
Rev, Halter B. Spauldi.ng
Proi. Arthur Le S-ift, Jre
Bishop James Clair Taylor
Dean John B. Thompson
Dr. D.W, Throckmorton
Prof, raul Tillich
Dr. Charles Je Turck
Dlive O, Van Horn
Prof. Os ald Veblen
Lev, Vire Campbell ‘asser
Hon. Janes .He Wolfe

New York, N.Y
Los Angeles, Calif,
Chicago, Ille
Winter Park, Florida
Belle Harbor, Hew York
D nver, Colorado
Jamestown, North Dakota
New Haven, Conne
Cabin John Park, llaryland
Madison, New Hampshire
Chapel Hill, H.C.
Morrilton, Arkansas
Brooklyn, New York
New York, N.Y,
Portland, Oregon
Chicago, Ills
Nev: York, N.Y.
rrinceton, ew Jersey
Nev York, live
Gallesuurg, Ille
Hertonville, Masse
Chicago, Ille
berkeley, Uulife
Baltimore, Maryland
Rancho Santa Fe, Calife
Chicago, Ill,
Providence, Hole
Haverford, Penna.
Hew York, NeYo :
Albion, Michigan ... -

Philadelphia, Pennae
imid, Oklahoma
Altadena, Calif,
saltimore, l.aryland
San Francisco, Calif,
Pasadena, . Calif,
ticw Haven, Cone
lew York, lie.
Raleich, Tele
Dayto ‘a Beach, Florida
Chicago, Ille
sashiigton, DC.
Cleveland, Ohio
Detroit, Michigan
Jrcat Falls, Montana
Ter York, Love
Lemyhis, Tenn.
Chicago, Ill,
Sacramento, Colife
New York, NY
Ste raul, Linne
ler York, li.Le
rrinceton, New Jersey
Denver, Colorado
Salt Lake City, Utah



BETA-THETACHAPTER
OF

ETA KAPPA NU
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS

30x 122, Baker House
363 Memorial Drive
Jambfidge 39, Mass.
Phone KI7-6900, Ext.453
May 5, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
53 Cedar Road
3elmont, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

I am writing to confirm our invitation to have you
speak before our group next Saturday, May 10. This will be
a joint initiation and banquet with the Northeastern Univer-
sity Eta Kappa Nu chapter, and will be held at Northeastern
Jniversity. Eta Kappa Nu is the national electrical engineer-
ing honor society.

The banquet will begin at about 6:00 pm in room 302 of
the Student Center building of Northeastern University (the
University is located at 360 Huntington Ave.). Probably the
panquet will be over about 7:00 pm, and then we plan to have
about half an hour for mixing and discussion between the M.I.T.
and Northeastern groups. The talk is then scheduled to begin
about 7:30 pm.

We have not announced any speech topic, rather leaving
this to your discretion and good judgement. We would prefer
not to have a technical topic, since there will undoubtedly
be arnnumber of wives, dates, and outside guests present.

Our chapter of Eta Kappa Nu wishes to join me in expres-
sing our sincere thanks for your willineness to be our speaker.

Sincerely yours,

OFZ
a /

#.

John Kadyk
Jorresponding Secretary



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20

May 5, 1952

DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND AGRICULTURE

WARREN WEAVER, DIRECTOR
J+ Go HARRAR, DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AGRICULTURE
HARRY M. MILLER, JR., ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
GERARD R. POMERAT. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

CABLE ADDRESS:

ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

Dear Norbert:
{

I have an extra copy, end will probably
later have another extra one, of the Proceedings of
the Symposium on Information Theory which was held in
London in September, 1950. If you would like to
have these, please let me know. I will be glad to
send them to yom.

Cordially,

amen
Warren Weaver

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

JT 7
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Prof. Dr, Balth, ven Jer Pol
22, Chemin Krieg
Tenseva
Wwitzerlend

Dear Dr, van der Pol:

[ shell be in Americe at the time of your arrival here,
alvrouch 1% 1s poeseihle thet I nay be et ny fora in the
‘nite Mountains, in which case I shell drive down to Boston
and fetch you up. erceret and I are very erzer to see you,
2nd Peggy sends your wife her thenke for the interesting visit
in Geneva, I shall heve &amp; lot of scientific noteria1lto
balk over with vou,

Sincerely yours

Norbert Wiener

adebod
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

DEPARTMENT OF BIOMETRY
Telephone - EUSton 4400

Professor |. B. S. HALDANE

GOWER STREET, W.C.I

6th May, 1952..

Professor Norbert Wiener,
53, Cedar Road,
Belmont, Mass... Uedeile

Dear Wiener,
The enclosed note represents the best that I can do

about the information problem, I am sending it to the Journal
of the Royal Statistical Society (whether Her Majesty the Queen
is a constant reader I do not know).

I also enclose a copy of a lecture recently given by my
wife,

I have ready for the press a monstrous and rather rambling
piece in which I work out the total amount of control (= information-
instruction) in a fertilized egg, and various other similar
points. I don't know if you have a journal of cybernetics, or
anything of the kind which might be prepared to print it. I
have also produced a general theory of homoegstasis, with a num-
ber of numerical data about breathing, renal secretion, etc. It
emerges that most such regulatory systems are near critical damping,
some well beyond it, and one (ovary-pituitary) in permanent
oscillation, only regular because the characteristic is not linear.
But in general one can use linear theory to check the stability
of small oscillations, and some systems are fairly linear over a
wide range,

I have been in India, and greatly enjoyed it. You ought to
visit Bhabha, ilahalanobis, Saha and Raman. They are very civilized
people, and you could get some of the Juniors interested. Indian
scientists, except at the top, are horribly specialized, and you
would do then good,

Your: .incerely











Vey 6, 1952

Mr, Jacob Horowitz
552 Riverside Drive
New York 27, New York

Dear Mr, Horowitz:

Professor Wiener begs to be excused for his tardiness in
replying to your letter of March £1, He has been away from
MIT for a year, and has returned in a state of great fatigue.

He has asked me to give you the relevant informstion about
the papers you inquire about, His paper which was published
in the Proceedinze of the International Congress is not avalle
able in reprint form — st the time the renrints should have
been ordered, Professor Wiener was out of the country, and
an order was never made, As for "Generalized Harmonic Analye
zie,” the reprint supply has long been exhausted. I shall
teep your name, however, in the event that it is republished
nd shall send you a cony.

sorry that neither of your requests can be answered,

Sincerely yours,

Yrs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener

des



May 6, 1962

Dr, Warren Weaver
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49th Street
New York 20, New York

Near Dr. Weaver:

Professor Wiener has asked me to tell you that he would
appreciate very much your sending him your extra copy of
the Proceedinzs of the Symposium on Information Theory
held in London in September, 1950, He 1s very grateful
to you for offering them to him.

Sincerely yours,

‘rs, George Baldwin
&gt;-aretary to Prof, Wiener

1h



re, 1052

Mr, Willlem Yale
college of liberal Arts
University of New Hampshire
Jurhen. T-y Hamshlire

"=e has asked me to thank you for your thought
‘ts interesting ideas provoked by The Human

Professor Wiener feels that your letter merits closer
attention than he is able to give it at the moment, He has
been abroad for a yesr of strenuous work, and hes returned
to MIT in a state of great fatigue. This, coupled with his
teashing responsibilities and his writing, prevents him from
paying close attentinn to his corresponience, He regrets
1t very much, Perhans he will be able to answer your letter
more fully later in the summer on in the autumn,

Sincerely yours,

“re, George Baldwin
7-aretery to Prof, Wiener

dw



Sapporo, May 7, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

Thank you very much for your kind letter
Which has been sent tO me in immediate answer to
my request for studying under your guidance in the
United States. I have shown your letter to the
President of our University. He says that my
situation will become very promising, and has agreed
to take on proper formalities.

Thanking you again,

tours very fruely

 Vv vo -=1

U

Katsumi Imahori



Ke Imahori
Institute of Low Temperature
science N

Hokkaido University
Sapporo
Japan ___
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May 7, 1952

Mrs, Harriet B, Baldwin
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass,

Dear Mrs, Baldwin:

Here, I belleve, are the papers of Dr, Ashby's you wanted, Allow
me to express my sorrow at letting you wait so long before they were
returned, and putting you to the trouble of a second communication,

As you may notice by the outer envelope I have just concluded
moving to a new address, By the time I got your first communication
the papers were already packed, and I was engaged in tearing apart
the old household. The days that followed were quite frantic, all
papers remained unpacked, and the mail, as you might imagine, ceased
arriving,

I received your second letter today, and was struck with guilt,
ripped open cartons, and found the mimeographed sheets, I hope the
delay has not burdened vou or Professor Wiener too greatly.

What I could understand of them was quite a help - especially the
1dea of 'Darwinian Survival!’ in machines. However the concept of the
show has changed somewhat, due to its inherent difficulty, and I am
not sure just how much of the strict technological information I will
be able to use.

I am very grateful though for the help Professor Wiener was kind
8nough to give, and both appreciative and a little abashed, by this
mail incident, oF the goodness vou have shown.

Nill of course inform you of belecast date.

Real
“nr -

131 Joralemon St,
3rooklyn, N.Y.



May 7, 1952

Dr, G. Barag
53, Ben Yehuda St,
Tel-Aviw
Israel

Deer Dr. Barag:

While I do not feel in a position to offer copies of
Cybernetics to those who may request them, I should
like to suggest to you that there is an edition in
English published in France, which may be less expënsive
for you. I suggest that you write M. Freymann, 1n care
of Herman et Cie., 6 Rue de la Sorbonne, Paris,

At any rate, you would not have the same difficulty of
procuring hard money exchange.

Sincerely yours,

Nobbert Wiener

nb
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Professor Angus Sineleir
Department of Philosophy
MoeG111L University
Montreal, P,Q., Canada

Dear Professor Sinclair:

In the firet place, cest all fears aside th-t you have
left a trail of flu behind you. Since geeing you, I have
gone to a Phyeles meeting in Washington, and even that
strenuous experience has not been able to make me 111.
Margaret, too, 1s flourishing, and our only regret is
that you have hed thie beastly ordezl to go through.

Meanwhile, Margaret wishes to join mc in telling you how
much we enjoyed your visit and the discussion that
gngued, I hope that this Les by no means the last time
that Fate will throw ug together,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

a0
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Dr. Adrien Turel
Sozlal-Physik
Venddlgstr. 2
Zurich.

Liebe herr Kollgeg!

Ihr buch ist schon angekommen, und meine Frau hat shon
darin gelasen, Bald kommen meine Ferien, med ich
habe die Gelaghenhelt, meine Bekauntschaft mit der
litteratur zu erhenen. Dunn werde ich meine Eindrdickee
Ihres Buchs Eihnen mitteilen,

Mit vorzuglicher Hochachtung Ihr

Norbert Wiener

—+



May 7, 1952

Jol. Alexander A, Wygard
AAB Central American Company
Vallarta No. 1-606 B
Mexico D,F. Mexico.

Dear Col, Hygard:

Thanks for the letter from Steinhaus, I am interested to
find that he seems to be thoroughly acquainted with the
implications of my Cybernetics work. Inasmuch as he is
likely to be under pressure to use this for militery
burnoses and as thls might have a serious back kick on
ne, I request you and your brother to avoid 211 mention of
me and of Cybernetics in writing to Steinhaus in the future.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council
Symphony Hall ~~" ~ TTT Boston 15

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE * MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY*TUFTSCOLLEGE vo 9 ip 471

PARKER WHEATLEY, Director
~~ WITTMm #4, a CaTY

May 8, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Room 2155
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

It has come to my attention that you are a Sherlock Holmes
enthusiast and it has been rumored that you may even be a
nember of the Speckled Bande I wonder if you might be
interested in doing a program in our series Old Books: Old
Friends on one or more of your favorite Holmes stories.

I am enclosing a copy of a brief description of the series,
including the titles and speakers broadcast through March 9,
Others since then have included I. A. Richards on The Mayor
of Casterbridge, Raphael Demos on Plato's Republic, and this
coming Sunday, May 11, George Wald on The Letters of Vincent
Van Gogh,

I do hope you will do something along these lines. If you
prefer something other than Holmes that would be quite all
richt too,

Yours sincerely,

Lawrence Creshkoff |

Asst. Manager for Programs

LC:gs
Encl,

oo
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fIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
publishers

"IL CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New Yor* 20 « TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400

May 8, 1952

Dr. Norbert viener
Department of mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Caubridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Upon instruction from our Publicity Department I
am sending you a "promotion questionnaire" which
we would like to have filled to the best of your
ability for the obvious purposes. You are, of
course, free to omit answers to any questions
you consider irrelevant.

Sincerely,
A /

La Ae
Vv

Lois Friedlander
Secretary to lr. Simon

Can 87/95/50)



(INTER-DEPARTMENTAL)

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF

Richard C. Lord
Room 6-130 May 8, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155

Dear Professor Wiener:

This is in confirmation of our conversation
yesterday concerning the Fall meeting of the Optical
Society of America, This meeting, which is to be held
in Boston at the Hotel Statler, will have as its theme
‘The Interaction between Optics and the Other Sciences".
Ihe meeting will be devoted almost exclusively to invited
papers by distinguished scientists in other fields than
optics, who have either made notable contributions to
optics as the result of work in their own fields, or who
have made notable advances in their own fields by appli-
ration of optical theories or technidgues.

There will be several papers on the interaction
between optics and applied mathematics, and we are very
happy that you have consented to present one of these.
Since our program calls for the papers on optics and
applied mathematics to come at the head of the program,
we should like to have you present your talk at 10 o'clock
on Thursday morning, October 9. You will be the opening
speaker for the entire meeting.

For purposes of the program schedule, I should
like to have an approximate title. How would this dos
"Mathematical Analysis of the Emission and Propagation
of Radiation"? We are delighted at the prospect of
hearing you, and will let you know about the remainder
of the program as it develops.

Sincerely,

del 4 Lors
Richard C, Lord

RCL mf



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY

EUSTON 4400 GOWER STREET, W.C.1
Professor J. Z. Young, M.A., F.R.S.

May à 1952

Dear Professor Wiener,

You may vaguely remember me at University College
or at the Ratio Club, I have to be in Cambridge round about
June 20 on my way to a symposium which starts on June 25 and I am
vomdering if you would have time to spare to see me at M,I.T,
sometime between June 20-24, I need not say how much I should
appreciate the opportunity of seeing vou again.

Professor N. Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge 39,
ass, U.S2A.

Yith kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

(D.A.SHOLL)

yt pe F&lt;



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

May 8, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambri: Massachusetts

Deat F- We i pad+ = 21 Wiener:

_ fou kindly for the letter you wrote in support
of the a, ,Lication of Professor Freeman for membership
in the Institute. It was placed in his file at once.

Sincerely yours,

my \
Secretary,
School of Mathematics

© ‘0 X on
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BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS Urs|
956 EAST FiFTY-EIGHTH STREET

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS } f
+ ¥

May 9, 1952

~ofessgeor Wiener:

fl a

4
-

roa"
7 435

fae

would be most grateful if you could give
me the full name, title and address of Doctors
Schutzenberger and Laurent Schwartz to whom
I should like to write in connection with the
visa issue which the Bulletin is preparing.

/ )

AS

With many thanks,
i

J .

¥ iF NJ Cc.

6lrs very A 5
; ANAL xh

*dward A ShiYs

AN Ju CN
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(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS)

ATK MAIL
P-cfessor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts



National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act
2 STONE STREET

NEW YORK 4, N. Y.
BOwling Green 9-2558

May 9, 1952

INITIATORS

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Bishop James C. Baker
Miss Emily Green Balch
Prof. ©. A. Borgese
Dr. Abraham Cronbach
Bishop Benjamin D. Dagwell
Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg
Dr. Mark A. Dawber
Mrs. Welthy Honsinger Fisher
Prof. E. Franklin Frazier
Rev. John Paul Jones
Rabbi Leo Jung
Bishop Gerald Kennedy
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett
Dr. John A. Mackay
3ishop Francis J. McConnell
Mr. Carey McWilliams
Jr. Alexander Meiklejohn
Dr. Albert W. Palmer
Bishop Edward L. Parsons
Dr. Linus Pauling
Prof. Ralph Barton Perry
Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat
Mr. Frank Rosenblum
Dean John B. Thompson
Prof. Paul Tillich
Mrs. M. E. Tilly
Dr. Charles J. Turck
Rev. Pierre van Paassen
Prof. Oswald Veblen
Bishop W. J. Walls

Dear Friend:

„8 are very sorry that we have uot yet received your
signature to the Open Letter to Congressional candida tes,
anclosed is a copy of the press release that es sent to
400 newspapers and magazi..es throughout the country. In
New York City, the release was printed by the Times, the
Post, and the Daily Compass.

We would still like to have you sign this letter as
Lt will be another ten days or so before it is sent to any
of theCongressional candidates, and because we plan to make
the Open Letter into a folder to be distributed to our
sponsors and to new namese After the list of signers this
folder would say,

"Dear
I wish to join these disti.guished

Americsns in asking you to declare your position
with reference to the licCarran Acte

(signed) 11 09
This folderwould then be sent to the signer's Congressional
candidates.

PLANNING COMMITTEE If you will sign and return the form at the bottom of
this letter, your name will be included in the letters and
in the folder. For the folder, we need to know the desig-
nation as to occupation that you would like to have listed
after your name, and also any special awards or honorse

Dr. Mark A. Dawber
Mrs. Welthy Honsinger Fisher
Prof. E. Franklin Frazier
Rabbi Leo Jung
Edward S. Lewis
Prof. Robert S. Lynd
Prof. Arthur L. Swift, Jr.
Dean John B. Thompson
Olive O. Van Horn

le hope to hear from you soon,

Cordially,
Fa ; FHrsg N + Vin He.
Olive O, Van Horn,
Acting Secretary

 ee Eee ee eee ten ei RT e dr2 42 4 AS As 44 82Adhd ddl idl FE3e Sh hthdhgine EEREAPU SIALJUNE AUR J.|Su4RTS th

ST NATULE (Text of the letter is given in the press releass)
(end address)

Desisnatioan as to occuration, awards, ho:ors, etc



May 9, 1952

Mr. J.D. Lawrence
18 Bank Street
Trenton, N,J.

Dear Mr, lawrence!

Professor Wiener has asked me to return your manuscript
to you, at your request. Professor Wiener has been away
trom MIT for a year, and has returned in a fatigued
sondition, He has been unable to study your manuscript
because of the pressure of hie work top of his fatigue,

hopes you will underetand that he regrets thls very
auch,

Very sincerely,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener

1h



Norbert Wiener, Ph.D.
lla thamatician
Yambridge, 39, Masse

52 Berkeley St.
3oston 16, Masse
Lay 10, 1952

Dear Sirs-

Subject:~ Hlectronics-Ionosphere-Heavisäde Layer-/urore Borealis.

The Ionosphere represents a zone with "Detihh" which is more
or less penetrated by radio et al waves in the reflecting
process, The Heaviside layer concept may deal only with a
surface effect as of a mirror, I'm not certaine

At any rate the Height of visual Aurora Borealis appears to
be skin said Ionosrthere's thickness; and that major aurora
pnencmena also often presents a voltage effect as by moving
a compass needle, when it moves fast. This is akin the
voltage drop at a light zone in a discharge tube.

It should not be impossible, to set up a formula which will
show a peek( as a voltage peak bn electricity) at magnetic
pole latitude of the visual aurora; in relation to &amp; zone
skin &amp; skin of an onfion about this earth. That is , setup
a formula to show a wrinkle of a very sharp type, as visual
aprors is measured in apparant thickness of yards, with
the earth's circumferance in the well known milage category,

Jne could then consider the forcss which move the zone to and
from its center( varying height above this earth) and the peak
moved akin a moveing of light zone in a discharge tubes

Inclosed az some notes, which may be of interest, though I get
off the direct beam quite often,

Jnehzs to start with some sort of simple arrangment, and then
as with the "Gas laws" of Robert Boyle and all, wind up by
going throuzh Nernt's equ-tionsto Atomic Enrgy etc.

[ have never s=en any assumption, or chance to setup an equation,
as simple as the 4above wrinkle in a onion layer; which could
later be expanded otc.

Some notes as to ways and means of getting data to aide in
furthering the shove eguation, are also in enclosed.

Archibald F.Robertson MIT '22.

© Jan t&lt;



Norbert Wiener, Ph.D.
lathamatician
Massachusettes Institute of Technèlogy
Cambridge 39, Mass.

52 Berkeley St.
Boston 16, Masse
May 10, 1952

Dear Weenys-

Asone of your lst crop , (if not the 12 disciples of meth)
and noting your standing in "Electronics" as of the Anril
Reviww; and knowing that you know more about Hinstein's
soordination of Gravity and Zlectricty that I do; 1 herewith
submit for your consideraticn, a few mullings over, since I
last saw you in M23. (1920), I note you only lecture M35 now,
but still have the most rugged "Office" at MIT, Maybe you
"Cen take it".

At any rete, Ultra High Frequencies are now possible, being
controled much better than &amp; ham wireless set of vintage of
1914; for example; and hence commercially feasible. The
deumed thing's getting more secret every day,as well as more
"sensitive" to such as interferance of Aurora and the neighbors
(nearby stations). As the frequency increased, the weve length
seems to have decresed, snd one gets a faster vibration,
requireing less power, as power is function of area swept out
cs of sine wave( when perfect).This appleals to Big Dough
as a nice money saver, and more lookers at their Video and
1isteners to radio: and more fun in Military in "Jaenming"e

The higher frequency also can be directed better; by mere
anergy matters above.

I, therefor, sprend a set of observations which as yet, have
not been published; perhaps to ultra high secrey of the
concepts of censors etc. At any rates It'veused CGlezebrook
Dictionary of Applied Physics Vol II, sincelt wes published;
but you know very well how few censors ever read suche Hence
the mixup re my source of knowledge.

The sensitivity matter has found a practical item, in Germainium
which is so sensitive that the illectronics people prefer to
reduce to metal in their own way, and then bombard seme with
slectrons; thereby forming an alloy so dilute( solid solution)
that probably it is undetectable by chemical methods. Akin
lowering conductivity of copper with arsenic, only far more
iilute or and sensitive in making Germaining a bettr conductor etc.

Tristing you can figure out a generality, or equation, which
has hitherto been prohibited due to complexity of items which
nre secrecy secrets, were noted in this rehlm of Zlectronicse
Pages 337-8; 560 ft/##; 544 2nd paragraph are high points, of
3lagebrook's presentation.

respectfully yours,

Le | -

Archibald F.,Robertson. '22
-- Raston Cloha® Gernabank of Redio-XlectronicSe
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1952,

I wonder if you would approve the ideas
of reorinting a portion of 'The human
vse of human beings! in the British
"Architectural Review" ?

I represent the british Architectural
Press in this country and the Architectural
Review is probably the best cultural
medium in it's field and in such contrib-
utors as Siegfried Giedion (Mechanisation
takes command) it has come fairly close
to Cybernetics.

I am a great admirer of your writings
and while 7 em not equipped to follow
the technic .'.ties of Cybernetics I am
fully aware of it's implications.
Also I] feel it is high time that alive
architects, engineers, and students in
related fields should be as visually
acquainted with the appearance of say,
the vacuum tube. photoelectric cell, or
some of the crucial parts of a compu-
tation machine, as they are with the
appearance of a telephone.



If you agree with me that “ne Review
might be - “117 meoiium for conveying
to relater - «!\mni ‘ans on idea of the
imoortance ci Tour work would you tell
me if you would aucrove the idea of
reprinting a portion cf the last book,
( in the form of a lone article submitted
to you beforehand), and ether stulents
at MIT could provide me Ith closeup
photograshs which woul-. mel tc start
a visual acquaintanceship with These
Aevelcpments which are goîr” tc be so
vital to us all.

Yours sincerely,

* (No AL

levyidell-bBouverie.

-
oy
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May 12, 1952

Dr, Henry L, Bockus
The Craduate School of Medicine
University of Penneylvania
Philaë®*tphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Bockus:

I am thinking over my lexture for next fall, end I am going
to try to give you something good,

Meanwhile, a matter has come up in which you may be able to
give me some help, Dr, Conzalez-Fernandez from the Argentine
Heart Institute 1s on a fellowship in thie country at the
present time end 1s particularly interested in the type of
medicine and Cybernetics which you have suggested es a possible
new department at your University. In the naturel course of
events, ik would have to weturn to the Argentine in August, but
he wants to stay a year longer to continue his researches,
probably with Gray in Chicago or possibly with me, or possibly
a combination, Hie particular interests in metidlne are in
the study of respiration and circulation, He 1s an example
of the new sort of physically and mathematically tralned
medical man from whom we have such great expectations in the
future, Could you suggest any foundation which might be will
ing to give him a modest grant to prolong hls stay? Rockee
feller 1s out because he has consulted them already, Do you
think 4t is wort: my while writing to the Macy Foundation?
If you think so, I am in the good graces of Fremont-Smith,
and we might do something there,

I am sorry to trouble you with this matter, but 1t represents
a definite prospective step in achleving the ends which we
have in common.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
n

A ak 1 ct Is 7



May 12, 1952

Dr, Arturo Rosenblueth
Instituto Nacional de Cardiologia
Calzada de la Piedad, 300
Mexico D,F,
VMexien

Det.  ht“rc

I have been awiting for a considerable time for the ranue
script of our paper,

Meanwhile, an interesting problem has come up, Dr. Gonzalez-
Fernandez from the Argentine 1s working and will continue
to work thie summer under Gray at Chigego on Cybernetics
problems in connection with respiration, Therefore, I should
like to put him in touch with the results which have been.
obtained in your laboratory Jointly with the American doctor
« I forget his name, but it isn't Chafetz «- who has been
working on this subject, If you could send me any publica=
tions on the matter, or at any rate could write a letter
explaining the present state of the work, I should put 1%
in the handa of Dr, Gonzalez.lernandez,

Let me know more of your plane for next term, Things are
going well here, and I shall have a lot to talk about with
you.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

AD



GENS DE LETTRES
DE FRANCE

SOCIETE

Reconnue comme Etablissement d'Utilité Publique

HOTEL DE Massa

88, RUE DU FAUBOURG SAINT-JACQUES

PARIS (14°)

Vous étes prié d’adresser la
réponse a Monsieur le

Directeur

Hi OAL UN

Öl,

PARIS, LE 13 MAI 1952 19

TÉLÉPHONE ¢ ODEON 086-15

CHEQUES PosTAaux : Paris 719-29

ADRESSE TELEGR. ;GENLETRES-PARIS
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Nous avons l honneur de porter a votre connafissence
qu’su cours Ce Ses éniss fons, le Rediodiffusion Frengefse 2
diffusé, en rénétition, tertsines de Vos Conférences émises
pendant l'heure de le Culture Franiciss ,

Or, le Radindiffusion Françoise nous sy:znt chergés de
payer les droits de l’Aubëur se rannortent à ces répétitions,
nous avons le plaisir de vous faire savoir que nous ovons, a or
titre, à votre disposition lo somme de AY, Topp frencs .

Voutriezs-vous ovoir Ll’odllgeance de nous insicuer come
ment vous Gésirez recevoir cette somme ( chèque, mendet. etc..

’ _ JusVeuillez agréer, Ÿ Oudrbys, . 1’exnrosstion de Kr Len-
timents les plus distingués
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May 14, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mathmetics Department
Mass. Institute. of Technology
77 Mass. Avenue
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am writing on behalf of the Mt. Vernon Church Youth Fellowship of
Boston located directly across the river from M. I. T.

At our recent planning retreat, it was decided to have a Fall emphasis
in our program dealing with problems of values in our increasingly
mechanized culture. We were concerned particularly about the human
values as related to the natural science. The view was expressed that
it seems to be a deep depersonalizing process inherent in much of modern
scientific method and research. Several of our M.I.T boys present
suggested immediately that in the area of Cybernetics the implications
of this problem are very sharply focused.

We would like, therefore, to cordially invite you to attend one of our
Fall programs on October 12th to discuss with us some of the implications
for personel values which vou have drawn from your remarkable research.

The Youth Fellowship group has an active attendance of about 50 and
consists mainly of college students in the Boston area. The Sunday
evening meetings begin at 7:30 P.M. in the Chapel of Mt. Vernon Church,
(6 Massachusetts Avenue, Corner of Beacon Street) and approximately 45
minutes are devoted to the main topic of the evening with a discussion
period to follow if so desired by the speaker.

So that we may plan our Fall program before the summer, would you write
me as soon as possible?

BE it an’aCm

fou

Ruth M. Leighton Secretary
Mt. Vernon Youth Fellowship
526 Newbury Street
Boston, Mass.





A GLOSS ON LISS PINK
LIKE A WHITE SAILBOAT

I hunt, like a white sailboat, outside your face.

I wonder how Kiss Pink is tonight, and where.

She said goodbye as she rode away on a coral
snake.

Tricky evanescence, that: the bend in the path
did a double take.

Partly my fault: when a god by twilight must
have an affair.

She had warned me she couldn't stand love's
subtler forms,

with gods or devils, for long. "Proust
should've had

a truckdriver", she said, "not a chauffeur.
Poor lad:

wearing a handlebar mustache on his forehead,
See ? No norms."

I miss her, rather. Especially when she bathed
in birds,

Or wiped her sweat off with tinfoil. Or arranged
a telecast

Cast the sing: the silver birches are running
quick in the water.

Winter flows in the summer sky: skis track the wind.
And sometimes a bird reels in the rain.
But I an tañght that for thorough efficiency
the oars must shallow through the currents:
in nature my habits of depth capture nature's

discards.

So, like a white sailboat, I hunt outside your face.

Still, waiting for Little Panther Point to scratch
out my eyes;

waiting for the deer to revise my uses of terror,
and my long swimming stroke the extent of man's

injunctions;
waiting for the Indian ghosts to tip pine-needles

with the moon
that friends be shot, since only strangers are

welcome to life;
waiting for the tough elegance of solitude
for the morning sun to strafe minnow, moccasin time
and the Rocks of Moses flatcheeked from the night's

whistling wet ———

I wish that you, with me, could hunt outside your face.

of a neutron's belly-dance before a panel of surds.

Anyhow, I'm sure she's down to earth again, where
gods can't last.

10
7



LYRIC

meywine

emerald handbilils on the

vine
insect and petal dewdip spidery pique
is a petal green wing if you can

or can-can
of a bees
abdomen if you will
my ear is drunk from maywines bottlebell

on the skys
romantique
cloudy throat

we fight
for spreedom
for god face downward
found afloat
looped to the gulls
from maywine in a turquoise moat

where angels were singing a spelling-bee

a celibate
tripped on
Syzyey

an insect on a bird took flight
a bird on a petal

spell
n'air-do-well
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MAT STONFMAN (To D.K., H.M., M.P., &amp; N.K.)

I painted cats curled up in sound, and their strokes
that wheeled aluminum flowers down the railroad-tracks.
I pressed their petals between the ties:
they scented the hoboes of old folks,
and brought down the prices extolling Braques.
Yes, I painted nature at its human compromise:
a sky that held the earth up by horizen's scruff.
Could you have guessed that I,
Mat Stoneman, held the sky ?
You know that roofs were nothing more than shadows —-
till I got tougheses
And that Arab girl, who, naked but for the burnoose
hood, whose loins insisted on World's Fairs
and her black eyes on orange-juice,
flew into me on a witch's television-stick —

the first to cross the Channel to pay
my esthetic dues.
I love her, in a gaudy sort of way.
There's nothing in ego that's worth surrendering:
there is no proof the stars have a more ultimate reference
than to the retinal encumbrance of my remembering:
my wink, not their's, is the gallant deference.
I painted bums asleep in the wombs of crones;
and those cross—-eyed mirrors
produced by Christian psychiatrists, picking at the bones
of insanity reverently left by the American assembly-line.
Poor Picasso, he did let social criticism pine
when he furiously mewed the Marxian catechism.
Not that there has not been gall.
There has been gall oafish, and gall as subtle
as my greatest picture, "Christ Cutting His Toenails,
which no one will hang.
And there has been joy: by slang.
I will paint till the last absolute gets down on its

comparative knee
to me,
Mat Stoneman, and to my brush, which is my fang.

pa
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I THOUGHT OF A LITTLE BLUE GIRL IN A BRIGHT BLONDE DRESS

LAMENT FOUND BY THE SIDE OF AN ANCIENT

I thought of a little blue girl in a bright blonde dress,

as, from a heaving embankment, at the passing trains,

a little boy, his face grinning chains,

hurled his testicles like rotten eggs.

I thought of a little blue girl in a bright blonde dress.

I thought of her smile between his legs,

bagpipes at midnight, who hid her own white face

between furry arms in sudden black grace,

Mint-encrusted morning,

why must it be so

that a man's last hair is plucked

to hang the Damocletian sword

above his ovm head ? and then have him know

that the blade is wrapped in mistletoe !

Mint-encrusted morning,

must it be so ?

while the trainwhistle blew gaunt armistice.

I thought of a little blue girl in a bright blonde dress.

1)



MISS NEURRLANN

LYRIC

Moralist, moralist,

round my brow —-—-—

tickles baffle my toes,

Will you go now ?

What war can they run,

or what peace grip,

when the body's brass band

gives them the slip ?

Down the sundial's shadow,

my tongue's at my toes.

No moralist as long

as either of those.

+

m

Eighteen, ninety, one-hundred-and-three. Six, two.
In the basement. -

They're excavating echoes down the street. Abasement.
Goethe's orange-trees walk up the hill. Is the U.N.
mightier than the pen ?
I'm as lonely as the frosted glass, that makes of heads
shadow-melting ice-cream cones.
Three, seven. Four-hundred-and-two, eighty, seventeen,
In the cellar,
I remember inflation sitting up in bed —-
at midnight, between Morgenstrasse and World War.
I have all headlines, strapped by layers, in my room.
I live between the East River and a young girl's

dimpled womb,
Who writes the Sorrows Of Old Werther ? I moulded a

pale mirror to my face.
Reflections pace:
back and forth, summer ancients, their throats wear

winter lace,
Sixteen, Four. The basement. Oh, I've a father up

my sleeve,
There's magic in the doe that, in fragile fright,
pricked its castles by the Rhine: what flight
receives
other than lengthening ears to shape a ship or plane

in satellite immediacy ?
But forgotten my first name{ Is the conclusion then

 that I must join families
of no anonymity ?
Am I, like those lisping Leonardos upstairs, to throw
up my hips at the Hereafter ?
I am followed by a trail of my own Stains,
and laughter's
pots and pans,
Yes. Dionysus
is vicious,
My days and nights are like gigolos
in chains,
Five, seventeen, Two-hundred-and-one, sixty and sixteen.
In the cellar within the basement.
Will anyone ever tell .me what they mean ?
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MUG MANHATTANS SWINGING DOORS

spaghetti fog
springs knives like eels
streetcorners slouch
in satin blouses

skyline rabbis
read river scrolls
by bridges torahs
throw in the toll

truckwheel brogue
oils the manholes
for up the republic
saint and slob

aspirin castanets
skyscraper high heels
atomic shine
for a dime

|
} }
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mig manhattans swinging doors
all come on the mayflower
springdom come
youre all on the house
for a risky hour



LINES ON LAWNS
HYMN

row-houses :

grim upright pianos
where slim green lawns
try to practice

anon

dog pedagogue jogs up
critiques a sniff
and in keeping with chartreuse pupils
shakes a blending stick
at a bald interpretation
in the grace-notes of grass

"you are discharged Iv
cry a matron and a sire
for matrons and sires stand on pavements

children
are the political prisoners
of parents
who live in row-houses

now
the slim green lawns
try to practice alone
within fences
and make the dull errors
of unseeded passages
children
who otherwise
would go to the dogs

fivethirty a.m,

the electricgenerator

started off like an immortal scream

whelped in low key and smothered in thin snot

and exploded into a sickbelly throwup of fiery

eels and there was my woman my love

outside the window where god in the alleyway

went infinitely upstairs in a striped prisonsuit

of irondrunken firescapesteps but

there was my woman my love

outside the window with her crackling hands

on my oily neck blubbering Dont let me die

dont let me die dont let me die

but her legs and crotchair and hips were gone

and her entrails hanging out her torso

twisted clubs from an inverted golfbag

and I bawled I hate machines I hate machines

they make a hole in one

too gaddam easy



THE DWARF

broken cloud the midriff,
on the skyscrapers inverted suicide.

window by window the shadow calls the body's bluff;
for every height a crouch,

badge to the badgered ! Sheriffs of latter shall not
serve notice to me,

I, who do rape, arson, murder— beneath their contempt.
and laughter, when in the flawless scrutiny of echo,
better digests close to the ground,
that it shall not ring awful conduits to the Great Ape
who kills in the bland sublime —
take Him, with all His angelic monkeys of the infinite !

only the grand dream grander;
dwarfs decompensate. I'm free: I dream of nothing.

as today to be remembered, tomorrow a craze to be
forgotten.

I pioneer in this ignored field: I will be enrolled in
history

as the first of the Titanic Forgotten !
who have ummoved empires.

shat need to shove men aside ? when they are persuaded
I slip through the census of supersessions.

love ? hate ? no: what have they to posses of fear
from the underfoot clown ?

the forgotten will survive.

the middle-of-the-road is an alleyway that dwarfs inhabit;
we tradein the sly glances of tritely limited practicality;
we run errands for the mighty and stockpile: their amnesias

while they squander their gigantic remembrances;
king, industrialist and revolutionary use us in turn,
and never realize that we are the ones who ruin their

bloody syntheses
by our anemias of unconviction;
but they cannot let our blood, and therefore let us alone.

TO SIGHT THE WORLD

Keep to your belly to sight the world.

What
is my mother doing on my back ? Get
her under, get her sons under, and get
my fether buried, Put my love ahead
of me as a dummy: let her be a heroin.

Keep to your belly to sight the world.

What
are binoculars doing on my eyes ?
If I cannot put my tongue into the mouth
of my brother, let me spit on the lenses
and shine them as fragments. Who can see
humanity from afar ? — a braggart ?
a beggar ? a corpse ?

Keep to your belly to sight the world,

What the hell is this crown
of thorns doing on my forehead ? If death
were aimed at me, I could not get my skull
deep enough in the dirt because of it.
Get it off —~ and crown my enemy with it.

Keep to your belly to sight the world,

18



in short, dwarfs record the broken-field runner of man's
Cry,

this protozoa's protege, in short.

in short, the tattletales of veils,
the fog's albino viscera
the spine a skyscraper's hangdog look,
up it goes to its inverted suicide among the crushed riks

of the clouds;
it cannot breathe among the punctured lungs of the stars.
you cannot live lest you breathe dirt.
dwarfs are old hands at stuffing themselves with the

supreme flexibility of restriction,
and so never expire of indigestion:
it is dangerous to wash one's hands of immorality,
in short.

in short, beauty lives for me as well,
in a sunset like the choked and bloated neck of the world,
in a wounded trap that cannot last too long,
in the relief from the bird of burden set down that

cannot last too long,
in the birth that stretches a third string between two

others over which we fiddle a circumcision-song,
in a truth that cannot last too long
beauty lives as well for me.

in short.

LS



KEEP TO YOUR BELLY

SONNET

fourteen poems by GIL ORLOVITZ
I have sinned. Like men, my tears have fallen on

their knees, I am abased; only I |

can raise me up, when purity ripples brawn.

I mst judge myself, lest men forgive my cry

too soon: as I must never ease my gut

by shaping their faces therefrom, so

they must not wring their hands through mine unshut.

Man to himself can never clearly go 2

if he prays one palm against another's. Se

There, my scalds are on the earth: crowd me not

aside: this pool shall never be for brothers:

how else shall I see myself plunged out of jot ?

Now let me sleep: my harsh toilet arranges rake;

I will comb out my vanity when I wake.

drawings by PAUL LETT

THE ROUND QUARTER SERIES OF NEW POETS &amp; ARTISTS

Pamphlet No. 1
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Che University of Kansas
Lawrence

May 14, 195

Department of Psychology

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am sending you a translation of an article which I
published in a German journal in 1926. I suppose, today cne
mould entitle it somewhat as follows: Perception and action
as processes of communication between the organism and the
environment, I thought it might interest you how, in formulations
which will undoubtedly sound quaint to you, some of the problems
of modern communications theory are touthed upon. Maybe there
are also problems mentioned which modern theory has not yet
considered.

I am no mathematician but I always was convinced that
the structure which makes perception and action possible lends
itself to a mathematical formulation. Again and again I tried
to interest physicists and mathematicians in it but I had no luck,

In case one of your group has already applied some
of the findings of communication theory to problems of per-
ception, I would love to hear about how that is done.

Sincerely yours,
Tred



THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
TWENTY-NINE WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET

NEW YORK 18

May 1L, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I am writing to you at the suggestion of Professor Sebastian Littauer
of the Department of Industrial Engineering of Columbia University,
to invite you to present a paper at a session sponsored by the Manage-
ment Division at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Mech-
anical Engineers. The Meeting will be held PTE an eds
nesday, December 3, 195”.

The session will be devoted to a discussion of the fundamental pro-
blems related to the introduction and operation of an automatic factory
and their effect upon the function of the manager. Specifically, we
‘are planning on a paper which will present the basic characteristics
and requirements of the automatic factory in a formal mathematical
manner. The importance of your. creative work in the general area of
"Cybernetics" is well recognized and appreciated. It is also recog-
nized that as the whole concept presented by your thinking in this
field develops and is applied in industrial activities, it will, and
has had, a serious effect upon the work and the thinking of the mech-
anical engineer, in general, and the manager-engineer in particular.
Je, in the Executive Committee consider this both an obligation on our
part, and at the same time, an honor, to invite you to discuss this
fundamental problem at a large formal meeting of the A.S.M.E.

lle are extending a similar invitation to Professor Doriot of the Har-
vard School of Business to present a paper at the same session de-
voted to the progress being made in industry toward the utilization
of the automatic cycle concept in production. We are allowing time
in our program for a substantial period devoted to a discussion of
Fhe naners.

Ve are looking forward to a well-attended session with a competent,
nighly-technical audience of active engineers in industrial management.
There are many who are eager to obtain more information concerning the
pasic thinking and the practical problems involved in the application
of "Cybernetics" in industry. We certainly do hope that you will be

able to join us for this important session at, the Annual Meeting of
the A.S.V,E.

ee Rosa, Jr., fr Secretary
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Management Division

Sincerely yours,
(&gt;

FR+9b
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