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April 16, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Just before Mr. Matheson left on an extended
business trip to the West Coast, it occurred to him that
you might have need for the copy of your autobiography,
"The Bent Twig," during his absence. He therefore asked
me to return it to you by registered mail, and this is
being done today.

Mr. Matheson will undoubtedly send you his
comments on the manuscript when he returns to the office
in Maye.

Very sincerely yours,

padille Matheson



ipril 16, 1952

Americen Mathematical Society
30 Waterman Street
Profidence, Rhode Ieland

Gentilenen:

Professor Norbert Wiener has asked me to write to you to
inouire ebout the reorinte of his erticle whict sppeared in

Professor wiensr recsile a communication {row you relating
to the esublect of re-rintg, but he hes been travelllng sway
from A. I.7. durin the ~~a% vear and thie so &gt; uniestlon has
hean loet,

inuld you therefore be
"tatus of the renrints

1} ennngn to let me know what the

Sincerely vours,

Hrs. George Ballwin
searetsrny to Prof, “Wiener



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

April 16, 1952

Dr. Karl K. Darrow
The American Physical Society
Columbia University
New York 27, New York

Dear Dr. Dsrrow:

Would you be good enough to send Professor Wiener some additional
information sbout the Washington meeting? He would like to
know at what time his lecture is scheduled, and where the
meetings ere to be held, Do the dates we have -- May 1-3 —-
still hold?

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof. Wiener

Dear Mrs. Baldwin:
Dr, Wiener's address is scheduled for

Saturday morning, 3 May, in the East Building Lecture Room
of the National Bureau of Standards. The programme is
scheduled to begin at 9.30 A.M., and his is the second
paper.

KeK.D.



ipril 16, 1952

D+, Kerl K, Darrow
he Ameriean Physicsl Soclety
Columbla University
New York 27, New York

Dear Dr. Darrow:

"ould you be good enough to send
information sbout the Washington
know at what tire his lecture is
meetinge ere to be held, Do the
still hh."

Profesaor Wiener some additional
neeting? He would like to
sgheduled, end where the
lates we EVE w= May 1-3

3incerely youre,

Mra, Georne Baldwin |
Secretary to Prof. Wiene



tpril 16, 1952

fr, Edgar Marvin
NBC
47] Central Park Jest
New York 25, New York

b A.Dear ir, Marvin:

7111 vou be able to send beck the two mlreograsnhed pacers by
Ross Ashby within 2 couple of days? Keen thes, by all means,
until you have finished with them; but someons else woula
13%0 tj resd them within the nexrt wesk or two.

‘hen je your brosdeast scheduled? I hope you
331141 nr, and smereed from Whirlwind unhormed

found the Parts
and very wise, |

"rely yours,

George Baldwin
to Prof. Jlener



Sapporo, Apr. 17, 1952

Dear Prof. Wiener:

May I ask you a favor of you with the hope
that you will be able to grant it? I was nominated
as a candidate for this year's student®sent abroad
by the government expense. But as there are so
many candidates throuout the country, I fear that
few possibilities are left for going through the
final selection. The situation is said to become
considerably in favor of those who have been invited
or granted to study in some imerican University or
Institute. I should esteem it a great favor, if
you could give me an opportunity to stay at your
laboratory and study under your guidance. Other
possibilities will also be accepted with pleasure.
My present objectsof studies are either or both of
the following projects:

2

[heoreticalw-
Theory of prediction of non-stationary
time series.
Statistical theory of turbulence (non-
isotropic). and the non-linear problem.

1
3 s

ixperimental-- |
Statistical studies in Speech, basic problems
zoncerning visible spóech system and the
possibility of a voice-typewriter.
lectronic calculating machine. |

One of my Japanese acqaintances 1s staying
now at M.I.T. and studying on some problem related
to electrical comnunication. His name is Dr. Hideo
Seki, and I think you will be able to hear from him
about my own personal afairs.

fours very truely

Katsumi Imahori

Professor of physics

A 1 &lt;y / 2a/saj
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AMERICA TFIRST* TO SEE AMERICA IS TO KNOW AMERICA, AND TO KNOW AMERICA IS TO CHERISH AMERICA

SPE AMERICAN HOTEL ASSOCIATION
ad 221 WEST 57TH STREET + NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK

COlumbus 5-4510

OFFICERS
Chasrman of the Board

DANIEL J. O'BRIEN
COMMODORE PERRY COMPANY

TOLEDO 3, OHIO
President

8: B. HERNDON, JR.HILTON HOTELS CORPORATION
NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

Pirst Vce Presdent
ARTHUR J. PACKARD

PACKARD HOTEL COMPANY
MOUNT VERNON, OHIO

Second Vice President
ALBERT PICK, JR.

ALBERT PICK HOTELS
CHICAGO 6, ILL.

Treasurer
T. L POWELL
PLAZA HOTEL

SAN ANTONIO 6, TEXAS

Secretary
L. W. CARTER

NORTHERN HOTEL
BILLINGS. MONTANA

April 17, 1952

ir, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
sambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mr, Wiener:

[t may be presumptuous of me to write to you but if, perchance, you
are a baseball fan you may be interested or, perhaps, know of some-
ne who is.

After several year's effort, I have put down on paper a baseball game
&gt;f the spinner type which incorporates in proper ratio all of the
principle plays in the national pastime. The game has been shown to
nany authorities who have praised it highly because, in what is bel-
iteved to be the first and only time, this game covers the subject
thoroughly and is far more than a toy. Nevertheless, I have not been
successful in securing a manufacturer, mainly because it is a common
spinion the game is too complicated for popular consumptien.

DIRECTORS
PAUL A. C. ANDERSON

THE FAIRFAX
CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS
HARRY M. ANHOLT

BROWN PALACE HOTEL
DENVER 2, COLORADO

M. BENNETT
ARIZONA INN

TUCSON, ARIZONA
D. O. BEUSSE

THE ATLANTA BILTMORE
ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA

HAROLD S. BUTCHER
REGIS HOTEL

OMAHA 2, NEBRASKA
FRED O. COSGROVE

KNOTT HOTELS CORPORATION
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.
GEORGE F. GRANDI

WEEKAPAUG INN
WEEKAPAUG, R. I.

BARNEY H. HARRIS
WARREN GREEN HOTEL

WARRENTON, VA.
CHARLES W. HUNLOCK

WESTERN HOTELS, INC.
SEATTLE 11, WASHINGTON

DAN W. JAMES
JAMES HOTEL COMPANY

OKLAHOMA CITY 2, OKLAHOMA

EARL M. JOHNSON
JOHNSON’S RUSTIC RESORT

dOUGHTON LAKE, MICHIGAN
JOHN MINNICH
MINNICH HOTEL

LEWISBURG, TENN.
ARTHUR T. MURRAY

THE BARCLAY
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA.

LUIS OSIO
HOTEL DEL PRADO

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO
JOHN S. TAYLOR

ROYAL HOTEL
ST. JOHN,

NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA
SEYMOUR WEISS

ROOSEVELT HOTEL
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA.

Executive Vice President
CHARLES A. HORRWORTH

221 WEST 57TH STREET
NEw YORK 19, N. Y.

Chbmn. Finance Committee
THOMAS D. GREEN

221 WEST S7TH STREET
NEw YORK 19. N. Y.

I have often fealt that it could be mechanized and am wondering if
you will be interested in seeing 1t? There is a good possibility that,
if this can be done, that U.S. Military Services will help underwrite
the initial cost as a means of bringing real major league baseball
to personnel. It seems to me the game would be ideal in hospitals
and rest centers because it provides for official scoring, batting,
fielding and pitching averages, etc.

[t would be very nice to hear from you. Meanwhile, this is to wish
you the very best ef success in your career.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Harold Mett
Publications Editer

IM :vr

A , "I“)26/S)
TE:Re

Haadquartare also of tha OFFICIAL HOTEL RED BOO” —— RTANDARD DIRECTORY OF HOTELS « Ectablishad 1884



(EL. 18-44-39 AAB CENTRO AMERICAN COMPANY pee MOM
PRODUCCION E INTERCAMBID, 5. DER. L.

VALLARTA Np. 1-606 68

MEXICO. D. F.

April 18, 1952

Professor Norbert Weiner
2/o M. I. T.
Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Weiner:

My brother is away from the city and has
asked me to send you a letter which he received from Pro-
fessor Steinhaus. He thinks you will find the contents
interesting, even if what Dr. Steinhaus has to say about
his experiences during the war sf8 not exactly cheering.

We hope that you and Mrs. Weiner will
come to Mexico this year as usual. My brother acquired
a nice place in Tepotzlan, close to Cuernavaca and is
looking forward with pleasure to welcome you both there.

With kindest regards from both of us,

Yours vary sincerely,

 "uoAlez

iGW-ea
Encl.

Special Division Dealing with Market Surveys, Information, Supervision of Shipments, Claims, Pericdic
Reports etc.

WYGARD COMMERCIAL SERVICES m lea A PI 177) $2



OF
Rec'd, 2/4-52

H, Steinhaus, Wroclaw 12
Ul.0rlowskiego #15

Dear Dr. Wygard:

This is an answer to your letter of November 12, 1951. I am enclosing a photo-
sraphy of the title-page of a book published in 1843 by Trentowski, which proves
that the word Cybernetics was known 110 years ago and employed in a sense which,
although far from Wieners generality, undoubtedly covers a part of the meaning
your friend has given to it. Trentowski's book itself does not deserve special
attention: it is a political pamphlet where different philosophical and histor-
fosophical ingredients of Hegel's cooking book are combined by a gifted but misty
mind to an indigestible meal lacking taste and deprived of nutritive value. Be=~
sides that, Trentowski is not the first to employ the word: somebody has read in
Larousse's dictionary that Ampére, the great physicist, gives to Cyberhetics
the meaning of "the art of governing nations",

Our story 1939-1945 is not easy to tell. The dangers we were exposed to, the
things we have seen, the friends we have lost = to describe the whole of it it
would be necessary to write a book of several hundred pages. The Germans enter-
sd Lwów the 29th of June 1941 and two officers of the Gestapo paid me a private
visit the 4th of July. Two hours later:I have left with my wife our flat on
Kadecka-street 14 forever - we carried a little bag each of us and left by a hole
in the fence of our garden. We lived until 26th of November with my sister Olga,
my mother and my oldest sister in Fuliski's house. Olga left for Boryslaw to
live with Alina, my mother has gone with her oldest daughter to Cracow and we
have left by feet going to Osiczyna near Rudno near Zimna Woda to stay there un-
til July 1942. This are things easy to typewrite but incomprehensible to any-
body, excepted who has trisd them, I suppose you know the taste of 1939, but
Lt was only the beginning. In Osiczyna I have been almost every day in the
woods, partly to have a walk, partly not to be at home and partly to steal wood.
I have achieved a certain skill so as te be casually asked by peasants about
the best way and time to do it = I must confess that this doctorate latrocinii
zausa caused me more pleasure than any distinctions conferred by Academies or
learned bodies. My name was Grzegorz Krochmalny and my sppearance suited to
the name. My wife learned to make and cook bread, During several years she cook=-
sd it mostly on timber prepared by myself. In 1942 we were compelled to leave
Rudno for Berdechów near Stróze. We led there the same sort of life with the
jifference that I gave private lessons to sons of peasants and railway-men. This
last-d until 16 January 1945, when the last German soldier going westwards asked
a cup of coffee and left after sunset. The next day our farm became a position
of artillery and an objective of German guns firing desperately from Grybdw. It
was the end of the war and we felt no anxiety even during the lattle - we were ac-
customed to worse things. What we are not accustomed to are the questions put to
us by foreigners who "do not believe" when I tell them that I have s=en 400,C00
Hungarian Jews brought to Owiecim during two months « I have heard every train
and they were going day and night through Stréze. =

I am telling you, of course, only some facts and they are not a representative
sample, because they are chosen only of one half of the collection.

Returning to scientific matters may I tell you that I succeeded recently to
calculate the probability of a man being a father of a child in such cases in



Cont'd

which the exclusion of paternity by hematological tests fails - this result was
never achieved although all necessary tools are already in publications of
Hirszfeld and others. Recently I have tried to apply cybernetics to Groers path-
srgonetry.

Do you remember our common idea of letters with confirmed content? Can you
do something of it?

You are so kind as to propose to me some help. Thank you very much for your
readiness but I have no needs worth to mention them - oh, yes, I would like to
get some good coffee and...Burtons pocket-edition of the Arabian Nights. As
you remember old friends, let me give you the address of St.Vincanz: L'Uriags-
les-Bains, Isére, France. He managed to find in the Alps something very similar
to his residence in Bystrec - I do write sometimes to him and Anita Dittersdorff,
whose mother, a sister of my wife was killed with her husband by the G:rmans,
visits Vincenz' refuge every ysar - she is a student of medicine in Lyons. You
have known probably her father; he was director in Jedlicze for several years
and left for Bratislava after Hitlers occupation of Slovakia.

Now you see what you have done = I am beginning to tell you stories without
beginning and without end after old womens fashion. It serves me as an excuse
for having delayed so long my answer: eventually you see that you have not lost
very much - such letters are never coming to late because they are as boring today
28 tomorrow.

Please accept my best compliments and thanks

Yours truly

Sgd. H Steinhaus



AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY
80 WATERMAN STREET. PROVIDENCE 6, R. I.

April 18, 1952

Mrs. George Baldwin
Department of liathematics
lassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mrs. Baldwin:

I regret that it will be impossible for Professor
Niener to obtain at this time any reprints of his
article which appeared in the PROCEEDINGS OF THRE INTER-
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MATHIMATICIANS. When I sent the
zalley proofs to Professor Wiener last July, I enclosed
a reprint order card which stated that if the card was
not returned to us, no reprints would be furnished.
This card was never returned to me. Consequently, no
reprints were ordered. Unfortunately, it is much too
late now to do anything about it. TI am verv SOTIY«e

Sincerely yours,

Ame CY SHEL fer)
Jane F, Kiefer
Editorial Assistant





1225 E. 58th Street
Chicago 37, Illinois
April 19, 1952

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Prof Wiener:

The reason that I am writing to you is that your work is
closely related to the general problem in which I am in-
terested. Specifically, I am interested in the problems
connected with the design of a machine capable of trans-
lating languages, say the foreign technical periodicals
into English. I would like to know if it would be possible
to undertake this proposed research at M. I. T. Are you
in a position to answer a question like this, or could
you put me in touch with the right person?

"he pesearch that I have in mind would proceed along sev-
eral lines at the same time. A simple machine would be
bullt as a first model and used as an ald in exploring
further some of the theoretical and linguistic problems.
The communication theory aspect of the problem would have
to be explored in some detail. The linguistic problem is
perhaps the one in which the most advances will have to
be made, and will be from the beginning the first concern.
I have some rather specific ideas on how to tackle these
problems. The first outcome. of the work promises to be
an increased quantitative knowledge of langiages and the
way in which they are used in communication. The later
outcome of the research would be a machine capable of making
a usable translation into English of the periodical 1it-
srature, and ultimately a machine capable of translating
textbooks and the like into the languages of the backward
countries. One might hope that with improved international
communication would come some measure of improved inter-
national understanding and concord.

I would want to begin this research some time in the autumn
as I am expecting to complete my work here at the University
of Chicago for a PhD in Physics during the summer. If you
think that something might be worked out at M. I. T., I
would be glad to correspond futrther or come for an interview.
I am planning to attend the American Physical Society meet-
ing in Washington next week and could easily come afterwards.
That would be the week of Mav 5th.

Sincerely yours,

Nata yl, Mpa
Victor H. Yngve

= =

T  on eTRf



Dr. Mep. G. BARAG A" I a Tv

TINY o"1%DHN N1200
NI"JIN"17'09

63 NTI „R 20m „akon

66366 .70

Nervous and Mental Diseases

PSYCHOANALYSIS

Tel-Aviv, 63, Ben Yehuda St.

Tel. 66366

The... 20/4/1982... . 99

Dear Professor Wiener,

For a long time interested in the possibi

lity of formulating psychological and spe-

cielly psychoanalyticel problems in mathe-

matical terns,I came across of a review of

vour book on "Cvbernetics or (Contiol end

Communication in the Animal snd the ilachine

which I would be very interested to study.

Unfortunately becsuse of the leck of'"hard

currency" the import of books is prohibitec

and book-sellers don't even accept comusnds

390 I have no choice but to ask you ii vou

could kindly let me have s&amp; copy of vour

book.Besides that I would be very grcecatiul

to vou if you would inform me what other

publications on the same and



AE will

pe c ops

nattc~s have been issued since.

Thankfully yours

Pep

m s,&gt; ~72/C2



SND-NSBNL-74

U. S. NAVAL MEDICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY
U. S. NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE

NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT IN REPLY REFER TO:

April 21, 1952

urs, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof. Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusets Institute of
SJambridge 39, Nass.

Technology

Dear Madam:

After a week's sickness, I am thanking you with delay
for your kiné communication dated April 21 and wish to
apologize.

Since I am undertaking a trip to New York this week, I
would like to ask for a postponement of the personal
3 pointment with Professor Wiener, Our reeting promises
one of the most inspiring experiences and I would like
to prepare myself very carefully to our talks.

May I ask you if the meetinggould be arranged any time
in the first half of the month of May?

Thanking you once agal~, I am

Sincerely yours

mia6.(e.
( Andrew G. Pikler )

Sound Section

us

1 i ge

TL

za 4/027 C3



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS

SLOAN FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

"OR EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT April 21, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

May I again extend thanks to

you on behalf of the members of the

Sloan Fellowship group for your very

stimulating and worthwhile discussion

vith them. The men had been most

anxious to learn something of your

shinking. We are deeply appreciative

to you for devoting this time to the

&gt; POUDe

Jerr sincerely yours.

Jerald B. Tallman
NY ree. 7

Professor Norbert Wiener
2-156, M.1.T.



TMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.

publishers
ROCKE'” ZLLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 «+ CABLE ADDRESS Essandess + TELEPHONE (Circle 5-6400

April 22, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. ¥%iener:

flere are two copies of our contract. Unless you take special delight in
lawyer-type rrose, I would suggest your keeping your peace of mind by
closing the volume after you reach page three. Even the last paragraph
on page three is the type of literature I should never allow to get into
one of our published books because it uses hundreds of words to say simply
that we are not allowed to pay you more than $3,000 in any one calendar
year. That's what you wanted, isn't it?

Should there be any questions about any details, you should ask them of
Mr. Peter Schwed, our contract authority, as I hope to be passing the end
of Long Island about the time you receive this. Or, if you prefer, you
could wait until my return on June 18. I don't really believe there should
be any questions as I tried to define the terms as we agreed on them; and
if everything is okay, so far as you can see, all you need do is sign the
carbon and mail it back to us. The original is for your own files and
posterity.

#ith best wishes,

Very cordi:..v vours,

 cz A
r

hwss1f

P.S. Since dictating the above, I have heard from Victor Gollancz, saying
that he does not care to make an offer for the manuscript. This does not
really surprise me, as I had never thought that it would be the right book
for him. He has returned the manuscript and I am sending it on to you.



UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DURHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Department of History

April 22, 1952

Dre Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Dre Wiener:

I am reading with exciting interest "The Human Use of Human Beings"
and I am urging my more intelligent students to read ite

Your statement on page 56: "It is one of the paradoxes of the
human race and possibly its last paradox, that the people who control
the fortunes of our commmnity should at the same time be wildly radical
in matters that concern our own change of our environment, and rigidly
conservative in the social matters that determine our adaptation to
ity" struck me with great force because for several years I have been
developing a symbolic method of presenting a similar concept to my
studentse You may be interested in my use of quasi mathematical symbols
in dealing with this ideas

T

The rate and degree of change of social institutions
and ideolocies

The rate and degree of environmental
change

x is not only&lt; y, but x is becoming increasingly...&lt;&lt; Y

both x and y are in part determined by the use of surplus
wealth sb

st is largely determined by s 9 lece those who own and or
control it

A «&lt;&lt;&lt; E) results in increasing individual and collective mal-
Y '') adjustment — social, economic, political and

psychological

E) results in increasing individual &amp; collective
y) suffering



© E)results in increasing individual and collective
discontent

A
xX

E)results in increasing demand for change
y)

The varying degree and spread of maladjustment, suffering, dis—
content and demand for change generate powerful divisive
driving forces in the community and tend to the increasing
ase of violence.

These create increasing "line noise! which make intercomnunication
between classes in the community and between communities increasing=
Ly difficult

Likewise your statement on page 16 = "It is a degradation to a human
being to chain him to an oar and use him as a source of power; but it
is an almost equal degradation to assign him a purely repetitive task
in a factory, which demands less than a millionth of his brain capacity"
- struck me forcibly because I have been considering this phenomenon
from another angles

In thinking about the relationship of the Individual to the
Collectivity I came to the conclusion that both the degree and spread
of individualism in any community is related to the methods of pro-
duction and distributions It appears to me that modern methods of
oroduction tend to reduce individualism for the many to its lowest common
denominator of biological differences and because? the S%*&lt; control the
means of communication increased leisure time resulting from a wider
listribution of § does not result in an increase of individualism
»eoause communication is employed on a mass basis to reduce the growth in
individualism and individual activitye

©“ and I° are related to p and Dp of Se 1ece The degree and spread
of Individualism are related to the methods of producing and distributing
surplus wealthe

There are tendencies in the present stage of societal development
towardg reducing the individualism of the many while making possible a
1igh degree of individualism of the few. Historical S*'&lt; which purchased
their individualism at the expense of the many eventually destroyed the
oasis of their own individualism and thus themselves became enslaved by
the Collectivitye

I am grateful to you for the stimulation I am obtaining from your
hooke

Sincerely yours,

LAK  of ©

William Yale

pw 7+
z *

1
r AD Z /



April 22, 1952

Professor K, Imahori
Institute of Low Temperature Science
Hokkaido University
3enporo, Jepan

Dear Professor Imahorl:

5f course I should be glad to take you on es a colleague
working together with me, You are at liberty to use this
statement of mine with eny suthorities to help you in
obtaining a grant on the basis of this acceptance for work
with me in Americz.

I have already met Dr. Hideo Seki, anc
enjoy working together with him during
rf his stay in the United States.

I think that I shall
the weeke that remain

**a4cerely yours,

"orbert Wiener

osft



Worll 22, 1952.
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April 22, 1952

Professor , Salem
16 R. Leonardo dz Vinci
Peris 169
Tone:

Ivy dear Selem:

[ am delighted to hearoof your success in obteining a
Juggenheim Fellowship, I am most complimented by the
relation between your work and mine, and by the continued
representation in Paris of 1deas in which I 2m interested.

il] good wishes for your future.

Sincerely vours

Norbert Wiener

«U



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Asril 22, 1959

Mfr. Henry W. Simon
Simon and Schuster, Inc.
330 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

Dezr Mr. Simon:

I am delighted with your letter and with the detail of the
advice which you give me. I have elrecdy started modifying
nv manuscript in the sense of your suggestions, end I shall
be able to go thorouchly irto the work now that you heve sent
the copy back. Mr, Gollencz's copy has not yet been returned,
ond I hope he will return it directly to you. If he does not
and sends it instead to me, I shall send it back to you for
reference while I do my corrections on the other cooy.

is to the enti-Semitism question, I em afreld thet althourh
I see the force of your remerks I must give them my own inter.
oretetion., The issue with me in my early years was not thet
of an excessively anti-Semitic surrounding, but of a femily
recction of fear end internal enti-Pemitism oerticulerly on
ny mother's side. Leter on I exoerienced a hic;k degree of
onti-Semitiem in t5e outer world whicn mede it seriously
jifficult for me to obtain a job. But I have seen tnie enti-
Semitiem taper off and practicelly chenge in the new univer-
sity dispensation since the World "er when the horrors of
Hitlericm became menifest to all of us.

My salvation did not lie either in succumbing to anti-Semitism
nor in retreating to dbrahem's bosom. A men cennot maintain
2 prejudice which he sees must be directod at himself and keep
the integrity of his soul. Neither was union with the Jewlsh
group in the full sense of the word possible for me, for I
ned never been in it end in mony weys knew its mnanners and cus-
toms only by hearszy. Furthermore, I di] not see much moral
sdvantage in changing a set of prejudices hostile to me for
a set of prejudices favorable to me, In short, while it was
neceecoary for me to fight, the only level at which I could see
any particular moral worth in fighting was in fighting prejudice
as such rzther than in confining myself to my personel ovroblems,

Thie wses &amp; motive
tale ana in other
nodern world. In

which was foremost in my intereet I» Orien-
grouos subject to sn undervelusTtion „n the
this resnect my comment cn Oriental schcler-
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ship and on Oriental students must go back into the book,
&gt;lthough it must be given the point thet it prooerly has as an
&gt;ssentiel stage in my own development, and probebly must be
„ut considerably, The way out of my impasse could only be
through a very real sense of myself as a cltizen of the world.
end I believe this sense has been shown in my cereer znd in
the deteils of my travels.

As to my further reletions with Jewish matters, I heve been
active et M.,I.T. in taking up young men of the Jewish group
or other unfavored groups, ena in persuading thea to cast
in their lot with © fight zgainst onpression et large rether
than in a retreat into their own group. The times have been
with me in this, end I think that I cen legitimetely claim
for myself a share in the formstion of the ettitude of my
younger colleagues. My younger Jewish colleegues are nrcnd
of their Jewish origin, but are in no way limited by it to
associations confined within their own group. They have been
significantly successful, toth in their scientific careers
znd in their acceptance of responsibility of administration
and suthority. lany times we meet together and esk ourselves,
"What has become of anti-Semitism in our own perticuler environ-
nent?" Frenkly, of lete yesrs it hes ceased to be 2 problem,
I do not mean thet it is nowhere a problem. But people like
Levinson, the acting head of the Mathematics Deoertment at
M.I.T., like Herold Freeman in the Economics Department, end
Ned Frank, head of the Fhysics Department, have come to be
oowers -- moral powers as well es political powers -- at

M.I.T., never running sway from their origin end never hiding
behind it. Our friends are everywhere at M.I.T., end I believe
it would be the vniverssl testimony of the school that these
young or early middle-aged men are cerrying their full welght
&gt;f responsibility in cvery way without fear and without a chip
on their shoulders, We have a notably healthy ettitude in this
matter, and I tzke a certain nride that I heve had something
“nr do with ite ¢orowth.

Well, it is on this theme thet I am going to discuss the Jewish
problem in my book. It may not be exactly the Aiscussion
which you went, but I think it is the only one L can give
because it is the only one which represents my point of view,
My father was en essimiletionist before me end I, too, em
&gt;n essimiloetionist, even though I recognize very well thet no
legree of assimiletion will protect a.men or 2 group under the
conditions that obtained in Hitler Germeny and similar condi-
tions that could conceivably still develoo here, But we are
not looking for protection. We all of us are living under the
threat of cstastrophies, the external cetastrophe of the atomic
50mb 2nd the internal ecotastrorhe of death thet is sure to
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overtake every one of us. Tregedy has existed from the begin-
ning of mankind, and thie 1s 2 most tragic oge, at least in
its threatening possibilities, But the way to meet tragedy
1s not to hope for victory over it, but to keev one's head
aish and one's dignity in tect.

I have zlready begun to write the vassages in this book which
vill cerry out this idea. This, then, is my interpretation
of your injunction, znad it is the only interpretation which
I find possible for me to carry out honestly. This does not
nean thet I am not perfectly ready to 2zccept suggestions of
detail in the changing of my menuseript;.but I zm stating the
zenerel principle to which these changes in detail should be
subject.

My wife Joins me in epprecisting the wisdom and sensitivity
of your advice, I em certain that our colleboration in the
naking of this book will continue to be es fruitful for me es
it has been w to now,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb

o.s, These are my comments and they are given in such detail
because I wish to evoke comments in return.



Lard z22, 1952

"m, Henry ¥, Simon
3imon and Schuster, ine,
330 Fifth “venue
New York 20. New York

Dear
m =

r Simon:

[ am delighted with your letter and wit; tie detail cf the
advice which you sive me, I hzve elreccy started modifying
my manu3eript in the sense of your sugrestions, sni I shall
be able to go thorouchly into the work now that you heve sent
the copy back, 2, Gollancz's copy has not yet been returned,
hd I hove he will return it directly to you. If he does not,
znd sends it instead to me, I shall sond 1% bzek to you for
reference while T 195 nv corrections on the other copy

ia to the anti-fenitism question, I am efrzld thet elthouth
T ses the force of your remaris i must sive then my own inter-
oretation, The iscus with me in my early ycare was not thet
of sn excessively enti-Semitic surrounding, but of a familly
reaction of fear zn! irternal 7onti-"emiticu osrtleulerly on
my mother's si3e. Later on I experienced a hlhdegrse of
enti-Semitism in tie outer world which mcce it seriously
A4fficult for we %: obsin s job. But I have seen this ontl-
Semiticm taper off and oractizally chsnze in the new univer-
sity Gispensetioj gince the World Yer wutn tio Lorrore of
MMs +lerien become acnitest to all of us,

Hy salvction did not lie either in succunbling to anti-Semitism
nor in retreatinz 4o ‘brezham's bosom, A mrn ernsot maintain
2 prejudice which he sees must be directr-i atl himself and keep
the integrity of his tcul. Neither was unios with the Jewish
"roup in the ful! esneo of the word nossibhie for me, for I
had never besn in it snd in meny ways knew 1ts manners and cus-
toms only by hearscy. Furthermore, I di” not see much moral
adventace in chsngino a set of prejudices hostile to me for
a set of prejudices favorable to me, In short, while 1t was
necescery for me to fight, the only level at which I could see
any particular moral worth in fighting was in fightin prejudlce
8 such rather thon in confining myself %to my nersonsl problems.

This wee a motive whlch was foremost in m nterest in Orien-
tele snd in other crouns subject to an unrrvelustion in the
modern world. In this respect my osmfdnt on Oriental echolare
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shlp and on Oriental students must go bac: into the book,
zlthiouch it must te ~iven the point that 1% zroperly hee as an
essential stege in my cwn development, rnd vrobzbtly must be
cut conelderably, The way out of my impasece could only be
through a very reel cense of myself as a citizen of the world,
"nl I believe thje senses hss been shown in my coreer znd in
the detaile of my trevels,

As to my further rzlctione with Jewish matters I have been
active at K.I,”., ln teing up young men of the Jewish group
or other unfaevored groups, and in persucding them to cast
in thelr lot with = fisht smainst onpressicn rt large rather
than in &amp; retreet into their own group, The times have been
with me in thls, 2nd T think that I cen legitimset-tycloim
for myself a shrre in the formetion of the ettitude of my
younger colleagues, Gy younger Jewleh collessvues ore nroud
of thelr Jewish orizin, but ere in no way limited by it to
egcociationeg conTined within thelr own erovp, They hove been
significently successful, both in their scientific careers
end In thelr zccentence of responsibility of srinistreticn?
and euthority, any times we meet together and ask ourselves,
"hat has becore of enti-Semitism in cur osn nerticuler environe
ment?" Frently, of lite yeare it ras ceczeed to be 2 problew,
I do not meen thst it ie nowhere a problem, Put people like
ievinson, the acting head of the Mathematics De-artment at
“eIle7., like Herold Freeman in the Ecoromlcs lerertrent, end
Ned Frank, head of the Fhysics Department, hove core to be
Lowers «= morzl powers as well as political nowers -- at

.T.7., never rvunrirz cway from their cricin rnd never hiding
bekind it, Our frienie are everywhere at ¥,I.7., and I believe
it would be the universal testimony of tle school that thece
youns or early 7l6iole-:oe1 men sre carryins thelr Full welzht
of responsibility in every way without feer ond without a chip
on their shoulders. «e have a notably heelthy attitude in this
metter, and I teke 2 certain nride tha” T heve had aomething
bo 30 with Ate rrowth,

211, 1t le on thie treme that I am goin~ to ilecuse the Jewish
problem in my book, It may not be exactlv *he discussion
whieh you want, but I tnink it i6 the only one ” can zlve
becauvee 1t is the only cone which representa my point of view,
My father wes an aasimiletionist before me znd I, too, 2m
en eesimiletionist, even thouch "2zecognize very well thet no
lecree of 2-cimil-tlen will prot a mon or 2 zroup unier the
conditions thet obtained in Bit!or Germeny end similar condie
tione that could conceivably sti13' develon here, But we sare
not looking for protection, we ali of ve ere living under the
threat of catastrophles, the external ocstestronhe of the storie
bomb ana the internzl estectro-he of Geath tr=et ie sure to
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overtake every one of us, Tragedy has 12ted from the begin
nin; of mankind, ond thle le a most trafic one, at leact in
lite threatenirny nossibil.liice, But the way to meet tragedy
is not to hone for victory over it, but to keen one's heed
ish and one's di nity in taet

I heve already bezun to write the 2.sze
wili carry out this it's. "This. the
of your injunction, "nd „v is the on .
I find poselble Tor me to carry out ho”
mean that I am not ne feotly ready t&gt;*
detzll in the chengsins of my manuserini
zeneral princinle to which these change
subject.

i. * in thls book which
wvinterpretation
"station which

"his does not
szestions of
am stating the

+21? should be

Ty wife Jolnc ine ln ssoreei ting the wiedon end sensitivity
of your advices, I sm sertaln that our colileboration in the
makinxz of this boo will continue to be sssfruié&amp;ful for me as
it hag been un to nos,

Stneen
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April 22, 1952

re. Slocum
Torcester Foundation for Experimental Bitbozy: luc.
222 Manle ivenue
 prc "meey, Mancschusette
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ner nza s ked me to send

from Dr, ”-lshbsak st the
'" mPyY assist vou Ain Your

thls material to you
Bell Laboratories, He
pursujt c” a thermiaetor,

+emygA © yours,

ore Baldwin
*~wr "95 Prof, Wiener
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rr, Victor r
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[ shall be in ¥Washinztsn, znd we shall have a chance to talk
sweepryour plan for a lingulstie machine, I am interested
In the poesibilitics of translatins machines, =lthouzh I am
3 little skepticsl as to the possibility of reseiing your
results at all quickly, However. I shall bv» very glad to
roe vou 2nd revisy vnur work.

TY .vy Aigner

19



BERNARD L. SCHUBERT, INC.
509 MADISON AVENUE

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

MARGOT JOHNSON
Literary Department MUrray Hill 8-0940

April 23, 1952

Dear Mr. Wiener:

Thank you very much for sending me a
copy of your outline for a suspense
motion picture.

I have had several of the staff read
it, and we all agree that you might
have something here if you expanded
the story into a standard regular
sixty page motion picture original.

If you should do this, I would be glad
to see the story again.

/ 7 Sincerely yours,

of /
Margot J onféon

1)?

Le

a

MJ «1s

Mr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts



1741 23, 1952

Ir, Houston Petefson
Department of Philosophy
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Nery ye  ~~py

[ have been enormously tempted by your invitation to partlcipate
ln the inauguration st Rutgers, but I find myself at the present
time simply too exhsusted to take it on, I have a talk in
Physles to give on the 3rd of May in Washington, and in my
sresent state of fatigue the prospect of preparing it looms
ap before me as Lf it were a tremendous mountain to climb,
Apart from this talk which I dare not mlese because 1B repre
sents an important opnortunity for me to brinz my informetlion
theory into contact with quantum theory, I have been refusing
invitations right 2nd left this term, even here at home,

I have just finished a year zbroad which wae anthing but a
junket for me. =nd although I am beginning Te recover from
ny fatigue, it vor’? tzke only a very smal. amount of further
ror to nut my herzeh in a nrecarious position,

Therefore, I hope you 'i1l understand my turning down your
kind invitation ewer st this late date, I greatly avpreciate
the honor that vo» 3one me, and I had hoped that my
recovery had nr sufficiently so that I could take it
on. But Pron’ nat.

4th sli 200:

5inerrely yours,

Norbert Wiener

ib
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

Department of Philosophy
4th April, 1952.

Dear Professor Weiner,

This is from Angus Sinclair, of Edinburgh University and at
present Visiting Professor of Philosophy at McGill.

I had intended to write to you in more onthodox form with an
introduction to esk if I might call on you, but unexpectedly find that
I am to be in Cambridge next week for a couple of days, on Wednesday
and Thier sday e. |

The point is that your vork, er rather that part of it which we
know by repute in Britain, is I understand in the same direction in
which I heve been trying to go - a rather lonely one among professional
philosophers — in a book called The Conditions of Knowing which
Harcourt Brace brought cut last year in the International Librery of
Philosophy and Scientific Method.

I hope to be in Boston again before I return home, but if it is
possible to see you for a little on either Wednesday or Thursday
of next week I should be most greteful.

Please do not troble to reply. I shall telephone your office on
Tuesday afternoon and ask of you hsve left a message.

Yours sincerely,

(lscow Local
Professor Norbert Weiner,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge,
Mass,
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April 25, 1982

Mr, M, Lincoln Schuster
“imon and Schuster, Ina,
530 Fifth Avenue
New York 20, New York

Dear Mr_ Schuster:

I am working on the revision of my book, and I am delighted
with the treatment I have received from you people and with
the csontrent,

"hile I heve signed the contract, I wish to indicate to you
that there 1s one clause in the contract, namely [D] of the
second part of the Publishing Agreement, which is not entirely
sultable to our circumstances, and which in fact is less favore
sble to you than it ought to be, When I sgreed to give you
the first option to consider my next full-length book, you
nust remember thet I am primarily an author of scientific books,
«hich falls outside the field of your publication. I have also
noral obligations in the matter of my next scientific book,
which will be a trestise on Cybernetics, to the Technology
Press and John Wiley, and to fiermann et Cie, in Paris, This
book 18 going to be difficult reading, and is going to bring
together in e definitive form most of what I hsve to say in
nathematics and related fields, I think that we should dlse
regard this and other books of the same type in the application
of clause [D1].

Now, what I propose to offer you is the first option to cone
sider my next full-length trade book for publication on terms
satiefactory to both of us, I certainly have other trade hooks
in view after this, and they ere much more definitely down
your alley than the scientific books dnam planning to write,
I am thinking, for example, of a second volume of the sutoblog-
raphy, whether by the same name or not, if and when the first
book shall have made good, In this way I am offering to you
the option on materisl which you may well be eble to uge, and
which will fit far better into the scheme of organization and
selling in lieu of a scientific book which will probably be a
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drug on your hands anywey, end which 18 not particularly adapted
to your policy and sales organization.

[ hone you will see eye to eye with me in this mstter.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

PAR}!



April 25, 1952

Mr. Henry Simon
31 mon and Schuster, Ino,
330 Fifth Avenue
Yew York 20, New York

Near Mr, Simon:

Many thanks for your letter of April 14, I have been a little
slow in answering it because I have been up to my neck in a
seclentific paper to be delivered in Washington on the 3rd of
May. However, I have devoted the intervals in my work on
shat paper to following out your suggestions, which I consider
excellent, I shall forward to you copies of some individual
somments I am making even before I have properly oriented
them in the general stream of the text. I do so in the hope
that you will care to comment on them.

Sincerely and oratefully yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb
Eno.



The Institute of Low
Hokkaldo University,
April 28, 1952.

Temperature Science,
Sapporo, Japan,

Dr. N. Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Mass.,
Department of Mathematics.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I have been chiefly studying the information theory and cyber-

netics under the guidance of Dr. K. Imahorl at the Institute of

Low Temperature Science, after I finished the graduate course of

physics at the Faculty of Sclence of Hokkaido University. I am

now interested in the theoretical aspects of the problem of weather

forecasting and other applications of the cybernetical concepts

on the treatment of physical systems. I am going to send you the

paper, in which I have attempted the general formulation of the

method of surmising the structure of physical systems and con-

sequently of predicting the future behaviour of such systems.

I should be very much pleaswred if you would kindly give me

criticisms and instructions.

Sincerely Yours

il ho



HEADQUARTERS
SIGNAL CORPS ENGINEERING LABORATORIES

FORT MONMOUTH. NEW JERSEY

rerer To: SIGEL-RTB-3

Project 112A

Massachusetts
Cambridge 39
Massachusetts

Director ADDRESS REPLY TO:

Evans Signal Laboratory
Belmar, New Jersey
APR #8 1904

Institute of Technology

Attention: Professor Wiener
Dept. of Mathematics

Tentlemen:

I am looking forward to seeing you again at the Washington
meeting of the American Physical Society. Leon Brillouin, who
speaks after you, is associated with Watson Computing Laboratories,
Even though he is not a staff member at Columbia, I hope it will be
possible for him to sponsor my work as a Ph. D. thesis.

An intended letter to the editor of the Physical Review is
inclosed, in which I treat of the informational and physical charac-
terization of organization. I hope you find it of interest.

Very truly yours,

1 Incl.
1. Organization and

Entropy

JEROME ROTHSTEIN
Solid State Devices Section
Thermionics Branch

4





April 28,1952
Dear Professor Wiener, |

It is already three months since my return to Japan.
Jefore my departure from Cambridge I wished to see you, but
ny passport obliged me to leave the place I love without
waiting for your arrival from Mexico. About a year I have
rad an interesting life at the Research Laboratory of
ilectronics, and I have written a paper entitled,” A method
sf Wiener in a nonlinear circuit", which is nothing but your
york written for engineers. Under separate cover I am sending
you a copy printed here for private circulation. If you would
nake crificism and suggestions on this paper, I shall be very
sratefulto you.A small group of our Department are studying
"he information theory and the problems in one of your fields.

My friend Hideki Seki was very happy to have met you
snd to have found you willinz to discuss his idea on speech

sypewriter.

"m
£

sy

When I reached Japan last January, I was struck,more
shan ever, by the wide gap between the fortunate few and
he unidentified millions. Unless we try to alleviate the
standards of living, we shall be perennially poverty-stricker
ind it is to be recognized that the present Japan is and
vill be for many years to come under the system of "receive'
At 10:30 p.m. of our time today Japan. will celebrate her
regained "independence", which I welcome with grave conce
for all that the Japanese situation, to say nothing of t
vorld, has not yet reached the consciousness of The people.
sven if we cannot hope for a little mateiffal comfort, we must
jiscover what our ideal is; otherwise we shall have nothing
vo live for. We recall that our ancient. neighbor China has
produced Confucius and Mencius, while India is the birth- .
slace of Buddha and of Gandhi in the recent past. Those
sountries will wake up from their long sleep of thousands o'
vears.

Hammerli and I borrowed your precious manuscripts
which I hope were returned to you by Hsu. 1 thank you
very much for your kindness to let us read them. I asked
Ryoichi Kikuchi of the Physics Department to hand you
a Japanese print by a well-known modern printer,Yoshida.
If it can adorn vour house, I shall be very much pleased.

I always wish to find myself in the stimulating
snd vigorous atmosphere of MIT. Please convey my best
wishes to your family, and to your colleagues.

Sincerely yours,

—

 w; Plow
Shikso Ikehara



Shikao Ikehara

Tokyo Institute of Tech.

Ui-okayama,ueguroku
Tokyo,Japan_ O
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Professor Norbert Wiener
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Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39,Mass.
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"11 28, 1952

4183 Margot Johnson
3/0 Bernard Schubert
509 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Miss Johnson:

Many thanks for your message of April 23, with ite suggestions
of the poseibilities of further work which 1% is well worth
ny while to follow up, I have just sold an autobiography
50 Simon and Schuster, and have enough sclentific work in
addition to keep me busy until the middle of June at least.
ifter that, I shall work on the material th&gt;t I hove sent
YOU.

Meanwhile, I don't know whether a "standard regular 60-page
original" has any technical requirements that I am not aware
of, and I would like you to enlarge on your letter suggesting
shat 1 exnsnd my material telling mne more or less whst sort of
thing to do, When I have worked up the stuff, you may be sure
"hat I shall return it to vou neonle as ~~an*r

* Tours,

vurusi's diener

4



April 28, 1952

Dr. Morris Chafetz
Instituto Nacional de CJardiologia
Calzada de la Piedad, 300
Mexico D.F.
Mexico

Dear CBhffetz:

After protecting our story withtthe Authors! Guild, I sent it
to Miss Margot Johnson, a literary agent in New York. She has
written an encouraging reply to me, saying that she feels the
thing has possibilities if expanded into a standard 60-page
original. I fina this very encoursging. Apparently we need
a good deal more work before we find out whether we have hit
the jack pot or not, but it looks as if there 1s a Jack pot
there, I shall undertske the work myself on the conditions
already agreed between us, fortthe simple reason that whegever
Peggy says, I am the most experienced literary worker of the
crowd, and I have been keeping my hand in. I shall probably
work it up during the sunmer after I have finished my work on
The Autobiography of an Ex-Prodigy, for which I have sent off
the contract today to Simon and Schuster,

One of my colleagues is going to be lin Mexico next summer work
ing with Arturo Rosenblueth. His name is Walter Wosenblith,

71th best fegards from all of us to all of you,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

rbry



SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
publishers

ROCK: ""LLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 « TeLr.PHONE Circle 5-6400

April 29, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am sorry that your letter of april 25 with the
manuscript insert arrived after Mr. Simon left for
iurope, for I know he would have liked to have seen
ite I did, however, show it to Mr. Schuster, who
wants me to thank you for him.

Very sincerely,

eela.
Lols Friedlander
Secretary to Mr. Simon



PROF. Dr. BALTH. VAN DER PoL

GENEVE GENEvE, ie 29th April
22, CHEMIN KRIEG

1952

VDP/979

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39,
Massachusetts,
U.S.A.

My dear Wiener

I hope to be in Boston between September 22nd and

27th, and would of course very much like to look you up. I shall be

in the States on a through trip between Sydney (Australia) and Buenos

Aires (the Argentine) (This radio is certainly an international business!)

Would you drop me a line to tell me whether, in the

above period, you are likely to be in Boston? If so,I will later on wire

you the exact date of my arrival,

With my very best regards from both of us to both

of you,

Yours sincerely,



a i.| do che 29, 1952

Jr, Kerl K. Derrow
he American Physical Society
Columbd University
New Yor 77, New York

jes”

This ir to inform you that Professor Wiener will errive in
'"s»shington on the Federsel (the night train from Boston) st
about 8:15 a.m, on Saturday morning, May 3. Unless his
srein is seriously Jelgyed, he will be in the ‘eet Building
lecture Room of the National Bureau of Standards well before
eT

AW Ea wm 1v voure,

Georre Baldwin
'terv to Prof. Wiener

4D




