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TO FACULTY OF THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

The Faculty recently voted to allow departments to offer variants
of the regular subjects in the first two yeers, I believe the
Mathematics Department should offer a more rigorous treatment of
methematiecs in the first year and, if 1t seems to work out that
weyy to continue this into the second year, A new set of numbers
to designate the subject will be advisable, We could use M811
and M812 for the first year subjects,

The following are asked to serve on & committee to arrange this
program and the psrticipation of all interested staff 1s welcomed:

Ambrose, Cohen, Douglass, Franklin, ﬂﬁrewiez, Thomas, Zkv%{é‘
A meeting will be cdled early in the term,

Norman Levinson



oral Examinations for the Doctorate
Monday, February 11 - 2- P.,M, Room 2=355
Jacob Levin = Advisors: Levinson
Franklin
Coddington
Friday, February 15 - 9:30 A,M, Room 2=367
Evelyn Bender - Advisors: Cohen

Hurewicz
Singer

G.,B, Thomas, dJr.



MATHEMATICS DEPARTVENT COMMITUTES 1952-58

First znd Second Year Students

Crout

Franklin

Whitehead

Zeldin

Douglass (Chairman)

Compubting Laboratory

Crout

Lin

Reissner

Wadsworth

Hildebrand (Chairman)
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Library
Cohen
Nash

Franklin (Chairman)
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Graduate Studen. =

Ainbrose

Hurewicz
Levinson
Relssner

Thomas

Martin (Chairman)

Lecture Series

Iwasawa
Lin
"Tiener

Salem (Chairman)



THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA 3 - PENNSYLVANIA

FOUNDED FEBRUARY 5, 1824

LABORATORIES FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
X February 1, 1952
Henry B. ALLen
Director

Dy« Horggrt Wiener
5 Rue Ieon Lhermitte
Paris 15, France

Dear Dr. Wiener:

In regard to our correspondence lset spring regarding s
maze solving machine which I have been constructing, I am
sending you a copy of the results of my work to date.

You will notice that my work is somewhat of an expansion
of the cybernetic principles stated in your books. In thinking
along these lines I find a strong resonance with your writings.
I feel more and more certain that there are meny revolutionary,
but at this time only veguely realized, possibilities for teleo-
logical machines.

Yy next machine is beginning to form in my mind. It will
| be able to duplicate, I hope, the Gestalt ability of the eye.
| It also may be able to lesrn. T am casting sbout & bit for other
| dinterested people, for doing this on my own time and funds in
j addition to my regular work has proved to be rather difficult for
me.

I should greatly appreciate any comments or eriticisms you
may have on the present paper.

Very t u]y youre, ’/

7 (//‘/

1charo A. Wallsce

RW/eab



Joslah Wacy, Jr. Foundation

Ninth Confecrence on Cybernetics

To the Members of the ohak AE L
Feedback Qonference on Teleological Mechanisms Feb, 2, 1952

Tentlemen-

The followling 1is an extremely tentative ageonda based
on suggestions macde by various members of the group. These sugges-
tions are so brisf that it is difficult to tsll what the substance
of the speakers!' remarks will be and we may, therefors, when we ggt
our heads together, desire to change radically the scheme outlined
hore, In as much as we have been repeatedly requested fo give first

nlace the mors philosophical and socialogical aspects of the
problem I. have put them in that order.

Harch 20 Morning Trapped universals in
reverberating circuits and
the escape from the
relativity of legal and
cultural norms F. 8. G. Northrcp

Afternoon To be opened by a short
corment on The Place of
Fmotions in the Feedback
Concept L. 8. Kubie

In the evening we will hear from W. Ross Ashby
on Homeostasis. I hope he will
give us a full description of his
homsostat in as much as it embodies
an extremely interesting variety of
inverse fcedback capable of securing
dynamic stability under severe
alterations of its connections and
internal arrangements,

Ffor the second day, March 21, it secems fairly clear that

scveral people want to talk about central excitation and inhibition,
particularly the latter, and it looks as though Dr. Ralph W. Gerard
should put the ball in motion,

We have yet to hear whether Teuber, Wicencr, Rosenbluatl,
7on Heumann or Bateson have anything particular to add to this,

I am in hopes that sometime on the aftornoon of the
rirst day or of the seccond day Dr. Quastler will have something to
say about fecedback enzymic or genetic levels; and I am in hopes that
Ifcad and Bavelas will find an opportunity on the morning or afternoo-
of the first day to say somecthing of prediction from small to large
groups.,

I attach list of members and guests known to be coming
and of members expected but not yet heard from, I understand that
Drs, Marccl Monnicr, Mottram Torre and J, Z. Young will be in th--
country attending other Macy symposia and that following a preesdent
sct by other groups we may oxpect to have some or all of tr.rm n. ou-

guests, Your ogbedient scrvant, .
, g £ nn f
WSM p. cncls., (/{/IUA,«_ -"j'//{.\“g.._t.;f{,ﬁ'%



Josiah Macy,

Foundation

Ninth Conference on Cybernetics

March 20 & 21, 1952

fiembers who will attend

Dre Warren 5. NeCulloch, Chairman

1

= ~ = T i = e
e, G. B, Hubechinson

Dr. Zeinrich Klliver

i

Dr. Lawrence S. Xubie
Dr. Rafael Lorente de No
Dr. Margaret llead

or. F. 5. C. Northrop
I'vo Walter Pitts

De. Gerhardt wvon Bonin
Dr., Heinz von Foerster

Dr, John wvon Neumann

Members expected,
s ot yet heard from

br. Gregory Bateson
r. J. H., Bigelow
Dr., Hans Lukas Teuber

Dr, Norbert Wiener

Dr. Arturo S. Rosenblueth

Guests for this meeting

Dr. W. Ross Ashby

Director, Research Department
Barnwood House

Gloucester, England

Dr. John R. Bowman
Physical Chemist

Mellon Institute
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Professor Henry Quastler
Phyisiologligt

University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Dr. Antoine Remond
Biophysicist, Sorbonne

EEG, Salpetriere

Research Assoc, in Psychiatry
Univ. of I1l1.,Chicaece, pro tem
Professor Jerome 3. Wiesner
Research Lab, of Wlectronics
M. I. T,

Cambridge, Mass.

Guests from abroad attending
other Macy meetings and
invited to ours

Dr. Marcel Monnier
Neurophysiologist

Lab. de Neurophysiol.,Appliguae
Geneva

Dr. Mottram Torre
Paris

Dr. J, Z. Young
Anatomist
University College
London



Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation

Ninth Conference on Cybernetics

To the Members of the Chicamc,llli
Focedback Qonference on Teleological Mechanisms Feb, 2, 1952
Tentlemen-

The following is an extremely tentative agenda based
on suggecstions made by various members of the group. These sugges-
tions are so brief that it is difficult to tell what the substance
of the speakers' remarks will be and we may, therefore, when we get
our heads together, desire to change radically the scheme outlinead
hore., In as much as we have been repeatedly requested to give first
place the mores philosophical and socialogical aspects of the
oroblem I have put them in that order.,

Hareh 20 Morning Trapped universals in
reverberating circuits and
the escapec from the
relativity of legal and
cultural norms F. 8. 6. Northrep

Afternoon To be opened by a short
comment on The Place of
Emotions in the Feedback
Concept L. S. Kubie

In the evening we will hear from W. Ross Ashby
on Homeostasis. I hope he will
give us a full description of his
homeostat in as much as it embodies
an extremely interesting variecty of
inverse fcedback capable of sccuring
dynamic stability under severe
alterations of its connections and
internal arrangements,

Tor the second day, Mareh 21, it seems fairly clear that

soveral people want to talk about central excitation and iphibition,
varticularly the latter, and it looks as though Dr. Ralph W. Gerard
should put the ball in motion.

We have yot to hear whether Teuber, Wiener, Rosenbluectl,
'on Heumamn or Bateson have anything particular to add to this,

I am in hopes that sometime on the afternoon of the
first day or of the sccond day Dr. Quastler will have somcthing to
say about feedback enzymie or genetic levels; and I am in hopes that
Ifcad and Bavelas will find an opportunity on the morning or afternco-
of the first day to say something of prediction from small to large
groups.,

I attach list of members and guests known to be coming
and of members expected but not yet heard from, I understand that
Drs. Marcecl Monnicr, Mottram Torre and J. Z. Young will be in th.-
country attending other Macy symposia and that following a pr=::zdenc
sect by other groups we may expect to have some or all of tkom,as our
guests, Your obedient scrvant,

: oty f
WSM p. cncls, Maro Ll M Le



Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation
Ninth Conference on Cybernetics

March 20 & 21, 1952

[iembers who will attend

T2l

Ylarren 3. licCulleoeh, Chairman
¥

Vembers expected,
hut not yet heard from

Gregory Bateson

Guests for this meﬂtig&

Dr. W. Ross Ashby
Director, Research Department

Dr. Alex Bavelas Barnwood House
Gloucester, ITngland
i'r, Lawrence E, Frank
A X Dr. John R. Bowman
D, Frank 7remont-Smith Phvsical Chemist
Ny Mellon Institute
Oor. Ralph . Gerard Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
., G. B. Hubechinson Professor Henry Quastler
7 Ry Physioclogist
Dr. Zeinrich Kllver University of Illinois
] Urbana, Illinois
Dr. Lawrence S. Kubie
Dr. Antoine Remond
Dr. Rafael Lorente de No Biophysicist, Sorbonne
BEG, Salpetriere
Dy, P'farg’:al"et ITead Research ASsoC. in PS'\J’Chig_trx:"r
Univ. of I1il.,Chicago, pro tem
e Po 8. 0. Narthrep L
. B Professor Jeroms 3. Wiesner
r. Yialter Pltts Research Lab, of #lectronica
ORI R
Dr. Gerhardt ven Bonin Cambridge, Mass.
Dr. Helnz von PFosrster
Jr. John ven Neumann Guests from abroad attending

other Macy meetings and
invited to ours

Dr. Marcel Monnier
Neurophysioclogist

Lab. de Neurophysiol,Appliguse
Geneva

i, J. H. Bigelow Dr. Mottram Torre
Paris
Dr. Arturo S. Rosenblueth
P,y 7, Young
Dr. Hans Lukas Teuber Anatomist
) University College
Dr., Norbert Wiener London '



MEMORANDUM TO MEMBERS OF TIE

JOSIAH 1iACY, JR. FOUNDATION COLFERENCES

RE: GUESTS FROM ABROAD

Dr. Knut Kjellberg

Regional Director for Lurope
Maternal and Child VWelfare Section
World Health Orgenization

Palais des liationes

Geneva, Switzerland

TO ATTEND: The Sixth Conference on Infancy and Childhood
Mareh 17-18, 1952
Chairman: Dr. Leo Bartemeier
8-259 General llotors Building
Detroit 2, Michigan

DATES OF VISIT: About March 10 to about April

CONTACT: Directly, or add n care of the Foundation
T e

to be held T
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i
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Dr. Knut Kjelilberg is the Re
Europe of the Vlorld Health Orﬂ“ i
of the maternal and chlld hea pr
advice on programs for Lanalcupped ch
infant care, and the organization of r
on varicus aspects of child health, su L as mental health,
nutrition, etc. Another interest of Dr. Ywellbcr”'s is
the study of infant mortality, its causcs, and srevention,

al Health Officer for
on. He is in charge
915. This includes
chn, premature
ional conferences

P

He 7111 be accompanied by his wife who is portienliarly
interested in nursery schools, bg¢ing a graduate teacher in
that field in Swedehe.



BOOK REVIEW: The Mew England Journal of Medicine,
December 6, 1951, Vol. 245 lo. 23

CYBERNETICS: Circular Causal and Feedback liechanisms in
Bioloric ond Social Systems: Transactions of the Seventh
Conference, March 23—2%, 1950, Hew York. Rdited by Ileinz
von foerster, Department of Electriecal Engineering, Univer-
sity of Illinois. Assistant editors: Mergaret Mead,
American iuseum of Meturnl History, New York, and Hans L,
Tueber, Denartpent ol leurology, New York University College
of Medicine., 8°, cloth, 249 pp., with 28 illustrations. New
York: Josish Macy, Jr., Foundation, 1951. $3.50.

This new volume of o standard series contains eight
papers on varyving subjects. Two papers may be especially
noted: one on digital motions in the central nervous systen
and one on the relation of s:mbolic function in language
formation and in neurosis.



VEMORAIMIN TO MENMBERS OF THE

JOSTAH MACY, JR, FOUNDATION CONFEREIOES

Ri: GUEZRETS PROM ARROAD

Dr, J,Z., Toung
DCUurtmcnt of Anatomv
Unlvcr51ty College
fiovver Streeh
Londen, W.Cs &, England
ATTEID: The Third Confenence on ligrve Im‘ulqc,
Mareh 3-4%, 1952
Chairman: Dr H, Housten Merritt
eu4030ric“l Tnstitute
710 g% 168th Street
New Yor& 32y MY,

ARRIVAL DATE: March 2, 1952

CONTACT: MNiregtl, op address in cere of the Poundation To
1 ?

he held for ervival,

Dy, J,%, Young, Prafegagr of Amatomy at the Unjiversity
College, London, Inglend, is & le ﬂlng authority in the field
of functirnel ncuroanatomy. Anong his many outstanding contri=
butions may be nentloned the ;.uTOLUCtiOn of the giant axon
of squid into peurophysiology. This preperation has become
of paramount imnortance as a tool for the analysis of the
conduction of nerve impulges. FHowever, the wide scope of
Professon ¥Young'ls intc”csts, his great knowledge, and the
originality of hig ideas have made him 'n inspiring and
stimulating leader in our present concgphs of the organization
and funetion of the nervous system,



MEMOR/.IDUM TO IEIRERS OF THE

JOSIAHD 1.C, JR. FOUNDATION CO

TICLES

Riis GUESTS FROM ABROLD

Dr., Marcel tlonnier

Laboratoire de lleuronhysiclogie Apnlicuee
1%, rue Barthelemy-lenn

Geneva, Switzerland

TO ATrmDe The THird Confererees ou PROBLEMS OF CONSCIOUSNESS
Mapeh LO-11l, X852

Chairmans ;q?. David Gralan VWright
81 Presicent ﬁVPDﬂc
s o it
Providence 6, Rhode Island
CONTLCE e Directly, or address in care of the Foundation

i
to be held for arrival,

Dr. Marcel Monnier is a speecialist in neuro ophysiology,
as annlied to humen problems, He wes traimed by, and workcd
wi th, Dr. YR« Hess in Zurien for a number of years. Dr.
Hess, as you nerhaps know, was awarded the Nobel Prize for
medicine in 1949 for the work he had done on localization

of sleen centers and unconsclousness centers in animals by
stimulation and by ablation exveriments. Dr, lMonnier served
a8 fiwrst ass

et

istant to Dr. Hess until about five vears ago
when he, himself, became nrofessor at the Institute of
Physiology at the University of Zurich. Iow as the Director
-y U]

f the Laboratory of Anplie a Meurophyrsiology he has, following
Dr. Hess! retirement, carried on the active rescarch work and
experiments on consciousness in an attempt to find what centers
and nathwavs are involved in different states of consciousnesse,
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RE: QURS?s PROM ADROAD

Dr. AH.T. Robh-omith

Professor of Pathology

Oxfordé University

Oxford, England

The Third Ceonference on TR R

Tebruary 1'--15, 1952,

Chairmans Dr. We FPoul Holbrook
Southwestern Clinie
Tugcon, Arizona
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
RESEARCH LABORATORY OF ELECTRONICS

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS,

February 4, 1952
G.M, Gritechler
47 Woodland Street
Nashville, Tennessee

Dear Bir or Madam %
Unfortunately; the hearing aid has not yet reached
2 stage in its development where it can be released
to the publie,
It 18 still in the research stage. If and when it is
perfected, 1t will be announced in such a way that you
will most certalnly hear of it.
Sincerely yours,
Norbert Wiener

NW: z
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February 3, 1952

Dr, Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institnte
of Technology,

Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Dr, Wiener,
The paltry knowledge I have of cybermetics comes from an article

written by you in a scientific periodical several years ago and what I was
able to learn from a casual reading of 'Dianetics' was enough to convince me
that the latter is the product of a sick mind and that you would disclaim
any real connection with it. I would very much appreciate a latter from yon
to that effect go thet I would be all the better armed to disabuse the minds
of geverel of my friends of the notlon that dianetics is a valid form of men=
tal therapy. They mention your name with veneration, but they ineclude Ron Hub=
bard in the game breath.

Thank you,

Sincerely yours,

Mel Simon
123 1/2 North Harper Ave,
Los Angeles 48, California,

o
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Dear. Mr, Hitcheeck?®

Dr. Morris E. Chafetz, my daughter, Pegey, and myself, Frof
Norbert Wiener, have concleved a story which we feel would be
of interest to you as a possible movie,

Since I have just published two books, "Cybernetics", and"The
Human Use of Human Belnge",and sinece 1 am a professor of Mathe-
matics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology I am quite
familiar with the difficulty a man of yourvosition must encounter.ﬁvfw-
I am writing this letter in the hope that you may be able to . e

APl LA L £ots 1 o

furnish me gith'?ﬁgl1nformagion-é;;uéubmitting this story to you! d
by the SES;E%{;;;QS. ‘l°°”é”’"' -

Very truly yoursa



February 4, 1952

Mr, Alfred Hitchcoek
Care of The Directors' Guild
Hollywood, California

Dear Mr, Hitchcock:

I am very much an admirer of your technique of the suspense

and horror movie, and I appreciate the amount of careful
thought and constructlon which have gone into your work,

Like many of your audience I have from time to time beiieved
that I have come across situations which could be employed by
you, I know how much you must be annoyed by chiselers who
approach you with the intention of tylng you up in a plaglarism
sult as well as by legitimate but stupld correspondents who

do not realize the risk you run in answering fen mail and the
time 1t takes you,

Let me then tell you just who I am in order to establish a
presumption of my good failth and that you may know that I stand
in a position in which I should be absolutely destroyed by

any breach of good faith., My name is Norbert Wiener and I am
Professor of Mathematics at the Massachusette Institute of
Technology. I have recently published two books., Cybernetics
was published by John Wiley and Sone and 1s concerned with
communication and control in the machine and in the animal,

The Humen Use of Humen Beings was published by Houghton-Mifflin,
You will find my personal record in Who's Who or in American
Men of Sciencge.

Now to business, I h=sve reecently been in Mexlco working in a
scientifiec laboratory where I have run into s combination of
charactere and even of possible situations lending themselves
ideally to a2 suepense and horror movie of the type in which
you ere expert. Together with my daughter, Miss Pegzy Wiener,
and an American doctor, Dr, Morries E, Chafetz, we have written
a synopsis of the proposed movie, Because we are without
experience in screen technloue, we have not attempted to go
further and write 1t up 28 2 scenario., This synopsis hse been
registered with The Authors' Guild in New York, and we should
be delighted to paes it on to you for examinetion 1f and when
it should be possible,

I can understand the difficulty 2 man in your position finds



Mr. Alfred Hitchecock - 2 February 4, 1952

with unsolicited meterial, #nd I shall be perfectly ready to
accept a letter from you indiecating that you do not wieh to
receive the document, T should regret this, beth from my own
point of view and from yours as I am sincerely convinced that
we have laid our hands on an originel end amueing situation.

If, then, you ece any way cleesr to submitting our document
either directly to yourself or to somé person whe can report
to yourself, I sghall be most dellghted. Tlease let me know
of your decision at the esrliest opportunity.

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathemstice

hbb



My Dear Mr. Hitchcock,

I am writing on behalf of.a group of three of us who are working
for the time being in Mexico City. Our grour inecludes Dr. Morris Chafez,
an American physiclan enzaged in mediecal work in Yexico, my daughter,
Peggy, and myself,a professor of mathematice at M.I. . engaged in physlo-
logical research.l refer you to my two recently published boocks, "Cyber-
netics” and "The Human Use of Human Beings" for further information about
myself. We are all afflcionados of the detecglve story and the story of
gsuspense and are in particular admirerg of your abllity and technlque

for transferring those stories to the escreen.

A situation has come to our attention involving what we consider
an almost perfect setup for a screenplay of cuspense agalnst a backeround
which 1= both unusual from the point of view of the public and
has as well a certain ammuixmr quasleexotic charm.

The place ie a hospital for the study of heart diseases. There are
some latoratories eituated in an 1solated modernistic pavillon,and this
is where our story occurs.lt 1s an up-to-date organization in every way
in which chemista;,physiologiszgd pharaascologfsts work in their investi-
gations, not only of the heart itself but of other medical which
may throw lizht on the study of the heart and circulation.The chief of
the laboratories 1s one of the great physiolosists of the world. He is
a visorous, downright person with the highest secientiflie ideals and a
ltmitless driving Borce which will not let him be satisfied with any half
solution of his probleme, His nickname is the ¢lave driver but thile name
ig applied in the most lovbnz way as everyone down to the janltor know s
the the man he drives hardest is himself.de p=ces the floor llke a caged
lion and his chief antipathy in 1ife is those'visiting firemen" of
American science who come down to superfluoue conventions in Mexleo and
try to show their own iuportance by taking his time ac laboratory suests.

Under the "jefe" are a number of workers from various countries



D

among whom are rgeveral Americans.IxzyxaifxamxinierexEedXinxERe xonEox-
AR AR X R R RN MR X PR X EREXERuRY X DEXEREX e B Rk r A NN X PREXOXENAY DL X NAXNEE ,
ArgRarxAngrizanvEetxixxitvidesxntextinexbetwvegnxaxxedtentxpontkionxin
EREXZIEYXGEXMEX X OXANAXANXAXFEREATEN X RE It oux i nx PRy Rt miOR Y X and X funir
zpiix Our prize exhibit 1s a Mexlean pharmacolozist and toxolozist and

is chemical analyst for the Federal District Police Force. He has die-
covered more new polsond in Mexlecan plants than anyone else 1 ean think
of and 1 belleve that he 1s secretly hoping for the day when some of these
will make tbeir férst criminal appearence. Since they have just come into
the medical literature it can scarcely be expected that they have any
recognized tests.

This doctor is a handsome man of zood middle height, dark complexion
and with a handlebar mustache and 1es guite aware of his striking appearence,
The embrasso- or frlendly embrace between men- is a recognized Mexican
cugtom but nobody hut he performs 1tx in a stiff and formal way on each
encounter. e 1s an eagar chegs player but his chess 1s not that recos-
nized by the textbooks. Hig knbghts have a way of covering an extra sguare
at each move and if you are not attentive you will find that your pleces
dissappear from the board under rather inexplicable circumstances. He does
all this with the most extreme gzocd nature and as a matter of pride and
principle. When you insist that the game is to be "sin tragos", without
cheating, he will appeal to you like a little child for Jjust one more
more stratagem. He carries his plde in his own cleverness even further
than this. He has a beautiful wife hbut is a most notorious Don Juan ewenm
my Mexilecan standards which are scarcely exacting. He takes date heads from
the labs and emulateg the Indians of the upper Amazon by shrinking

them to the proportions of the end of ones thumb.His apartment is a
museum of relizious statuee which he uses for hat racks and his dining-
room is a copy of an old-fashioned pulguerla or booze-jolnt incluelve of
"john".On the walls are inscriptions in which extremely improper Spanish

competes with G.I. Bnelish., He is a hell of a fellow and he knows 1t and



-3-
he is guite certain that he can get away with anything.

There remaims the janitor. He 1g a peon by origen - but such a sophla-
ticated peon. He is m tall, thin, gawky and self- deprecatory.and he speaks
Spanish of such refinement that when we are writing a sclentific paper one
question we always ask ourselves 1im,'"how would the janitor have said this?"
He also speaks a falr amount of English and on one ocassion 1ls sald to have
reproved two sky-larking lab boys with the solemn statement,”"That conduct
is not worthy of an international scientist." He worehips the jefe and is
a minor trisl to him by inslstine that the barber and the bootblack come to
his office to perform thelr respective functions in solemn formality. He 1s
relizious and we have not the slightest doubt that he prays for the success

of the experiments.
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319 West 105th 3t.
New York 25, N, Y.
February 4, 1952

Dear Frofessor Wiener,

As you may recall, I have written you before. I
have been too bugy with my theslis to follow up completely
the advice you gave me--of whom to see around N. Y. about
cybernetics.,

I have been seseing whether there is any mathematical
structure in the realm of ethies--in ths reaching of deci-
sions based on the comparison of non numerical objects
(values ). Thus far I see only that the mathematics of sets
and maps may be useful in description~--especially of the
relatlion between ideals and specific actions. However, I

shall continue to work on 1t. Do you have any suggestions?

Recently, in glancling through some periodicals, I
noticed the mentimn of "a scientist prominent in cybernetics
who refused bto give information to the Guided lMisslles depart-
ment on the grounds that he could not hold himself responsible
for the results of his action.” Recalling a comment you made
in vour book Cybsrnetics I am taking the guess that the man
referred to 1s you.

It seems a rare action indeed today. The a
elaim regpongibilityv--but believe in art for art!
businegsmen are busy running their businesses, etc. Young
scientists sueh as myself, soon %o step into the world of
actions and implications and especially the inducements of
industry and defense jobs, face a clearcut moral problem.

Do you believe that refusal to lend our talents to the
military is a reasonable action--not just one that turns the
balance of power in the favor of those without scrupnles?

I would appreciate very much your answer to these
questions, Though I now subsist on Tellowships, I want to
answer this question sghead of time.

Sincerely,

e s
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February 4, 1952

Mr, Alfred Hitchcock
Care of The Directors' Guild
Hollywood, California

Dear Mr, Hitchcock:

I am very much an admirer of your technlque of the suspense

and horror movie, and I appreclate the amount of careful
thought and oonsiruot;on which have gone into your work,

Like many of your audience I have from time to time believed
that I have come across situations which could be employed by
you, I know how much you must be annoyed by chiselers who
approach you with the intention of tying you up in a plaglarism
sult as well as by legitimate but stunid correspondents who

do not realize the risk you run in answering fan mail and the
time 1t takes you.

Let me then tell you just who I am in order to establish a
presumption of my good fasith and that you may know thet I stand
in a position ir which I should “e absolutely destroyed by

any breach of good faith, My name is Norbert Wiener and I am
Professor of Mathematics at the Massachusette Institute of
Technology. I heve recently published two booke, Cybernetigs
was published by John Wiley and Sone and 1s concerned with
communicatlon and control in the mechine and in the animal,

The Human Uge of Humen Beings wee published by Houghton-¥ifflin,
You will find my personel record in Who's Who or in Americen
Men of Scienge.

Now to business, I have recently been in Mexico working in &
sclentifiec laboratory where I have run into a combination of
characters and even of possible esituations lending themselves
ideally to a suspense and horror movie of the type in which
you ere expert., Together with my daughter, Mies Pegzy Wiener,
and an American doctor, Dr, Morris E, Chafetz, we have written
a synopslis of the proposed movie, Because we are without
experience in screen tecinloue, we have not attempted to go
further and write 1t up 2¢ 2 secenario. This synopsis has been
registered with The Authors' Guild in New York, and we should
be delighted to pase it on to you for examinastion if and when
it should be nossible,

I can underetand the diffioulty 2 man in your position finds



Mr, Alfred Hitchcock - 2 February 4, 1952

with unsolicited meterial, =2nd I shall be perfectly ready to
accept a letter from you indicating that you do not wish to
receive the document, I should regret this, both from my own
peint of view and from youre ae I am slncerely convinged that
we have lald our hands on an originzl and amusing situation,

If, then, you sce any way clear to submitting our document
elther directly to yourself or to somé person who can report
to yourself, I shall be most delighted, Tlease let me know
of your decision at the earliest opportunity.

Very sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathemztics

hbb



My dear Mr. Sibley:

I consider Dr, Deutech a young Soeclologist of outetanding
abllity. As I am not a Soclologist myself, I am not in a
posltion to give the names of other people of approxim=tely
the same rank, and I am in particular hampered by the fact
that Dr. Deutsch represents a development in Sociology which
is essentlally different from, and in my opinion running far
ahead of, the major part of existing developments, I regard
Dr. Deutsch as my successor and disciple in applying to
Sociology the ildeas of communication and control theory which
are embodied in my book, Cybernetigs, and I know of no man more
competent to carry thls work to = successful conclusion, As
this is essentially the research project he proposes, you
have my answer to your Question 2,

As to Question 3, I am confident in both the ablility and
character of Dr. Deutsch, and I can think of no better man to
whom to entrust this share of my own interests. As to
Question 4, Dr, Deutsch is both young enough to work with

full energy, and experienced enough to work with full judgment.

Simcerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

February 4, 1952
Professor of Mathematics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology



o0l Bay Parkway
Brooxlyn, 4, New York
Feo. 5, 1952

Dear Prof. Wieuer,

A copy of a paper that I have writtea is
enclosed for your consideration. It is an ap-
plication of the Theory of Transfiuite oets
to0 the notions of Eatropy and Time. If the
main assumptiou of this paper 1s valid, taeu
a paper that I aw preparliug ou Lae fieid of
Quantum Mechauics should have important ap-
plicatious.

3iuce the ideas presented are uuusual
I have tried to start thereasoning from

colloquial levels.
Yours truly,

?/MM%%;

William M. Honig



GRANT COMPANY
114 SANSOME STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4

February 5,

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:
It is my understanding that you have

developed an aid to hearing through finger -tip
manipulation. If available, I should greatly

appreciate receiving information on this subject.

The young woman for whom I am inquiring, a
member of the Grant family, is totally deaf,
suffering from advanced Otosclerosis (?) with
nerve involvement. She is unable to use a

19527

hearing-aid instrument and at present is completely

dependent on a limited ability to read lips.

Thanking you for your courtesy and
attention in the matter,

Sincerely yours,

1.1 C—r73

17 ¢ A
a4 L, 2

V]t

M Assistant Secretary

Tew let AUl . (3 195 -



Berkeley, California
& February 1952

Profecsor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massschusetts

Dear Mr. Wieners:

Professor Northrop of Yale has suggested to me that I might
communicete to you a proposed technique of historiography. Mr. Northrop
mentioned your name because the technicue depends upon & machine.

At the present time the machine proposed does not use electronic
elements, but I have long thought that =n entirely electronic system
would be practical. A civilian consultent to the Nevy happily mede the
same suggestlion on his own initiative during 2 conference in which I
explained the procedure of historiographical construction proposed by me.
The same electronic system would probably suggest itself to vou.

The background of ideas for my proposed technicue is to be found
in the work of Frederick J. Teggart. For many years he made an inquiry
into historiogrsphy, its theories, methods, and technicues. A central
conclusion based upon adequate evidence and aznslysis of this evidence is
that nerrative historiograchy cannot serve the purposes of = science of
men. We have found out how to validate fact but for presentetion or
synthesis we generazlly use narrative construction. The late Professor
Teggart made severzl concrete suggestions as how to go about creating a
better system of presentation. The most valuable suggestions along this
line refer to the marshalling of the data for presentation; he did not
successfully solve the problem of presentation itself. The extent of his
solution may be glezned from his book, Rome snd China.

I have as my goal the discovery and invention of 2 procedure-
and-product of presentation which would be acceptable for sciences of man.
The extent of my first proposed solution may be appreised in a set of
hectographed essays. If you might be interested in reading these esgsays,
I would like to send a copy to you.

Altho Mr. Northrop suggested that I write to you, I heve long
wished to write to you on my own initiative: Ffirst, becsuse I have felt
that you would by nsture be interested; second, because at one point I :
quote you upon the meaning and use of an interval of time; third, because
the blend of your curiosity and reputation would enhsnce the chances of
securing sufficient funds to adequately test and demonstrate the proposed
technique; and fourth, because you are in position to advise or discuss
my technique with an MIT man who is apparently chief civilian scientist
for some Air Force research projects (seversl Air Force officers are "sold"
on the t§chnique, but their civilian adviser has to make the decision to
go ahead).

Please write me a card if you wish to quickly seam my proposal.,

Very sincerely yours,

AN le 7

C. Parker Chiapella
1717 La Lome Avenue,
Berkeley 9, California




February 6, 1952

Mr, Mel Simon
123 ~1/2 North Harper Avenue
Los Angeles 48, California

Dear Mr. Simon:

Thank you for your letter, You zre quite right--I have never
had any connections whatever with Disnetiecs. On several
occasions, persons connected with Disneties have tried to

usé my name in support of the book, the organization, or the
persone involved. It has been negessary for me to have my
lawyer write them a2 letter denying any connection with
Dianetics, sny approval of it or any spproval of the persons
implicated.

If I hear azain that my neme i1s being used by the Diesnetics
people in los Angeles or elsewhere as in any way zpproving
of their humbug, I shall take steps to enforce my legal
rights,

Thank you for your inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



WALTER P. REUTHER......... PRESIDENT
EMIL MAZEY.. .SECRETARY-TREASURER

- RICHARD GOSSER......VICE-PRESIDENT
JOHN W. LIVINGSTON..VICE-PRESIDENT

INTERNATIONAL UNION, UNITED AUTOMOBILE, AIRCRAFT & AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT WORKE]!S OF AMERICA

.%/t'(/a-mil‘y Souse

8000 EAST JEFFERSON AVE.
DETROIT 14, MICHIGAN
PHDONE LORAIN B-40D0

February 5, 1952

Dr. Norbert Weiner

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Doctor Weiner:

The Fifth International Education Conference of the UAW-CIO will be
held in Cleveland from April 3-6, 1952, and will be attended by about 2, 500
UAW Local Union Education Committee members and Local Union officers.

These conferences are now held in the years between our biennial
Constitutional Conventions. At the conferences we try to provide a forum where
we can discuss important problems and issues free from the legislative pressures
which operate during our conventions. I might point out that it was at the Fourth
Education Conference that the UAW-CIO formulated the basic program around
which our collective bargaining efforts for pensions and medical care were sub-
sequently conducted. At this coming Education Conference our Union will direct
its attention to the many fundamental problems facing the free labor movement of
the world in its efforts to fight effectively for peace, freedom, and economic
justice.

Our Union would be honored to have you speak at a session of the Con-
ference during which we will discuss the subject "Achieving and Maintaining Full
Employment in a Free Society'. We hope that you could organize your presenta-
tion on this general subject in such a manner that our delegates could evaluate
the impact of science and improved technology on their jobs. Leon Keyserling,
Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisors, will share the platform with you
and will speak on likely economic developments in the future.



Dr. Norbert Weiner -2- February 5, 1952

We plan to have the General Session in which you would participate on
Friday, April 4th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The Conference itself will
be so organized that after your talk the General Session will divide into small
groups for face to face discussion of what has been said. These discussion groups
will meet from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. Friday afternoon. At 3:30 the General Session
will reconvene for a question and answer period directed at a somewhat broader
panel which would include Leon Keyserling and yourself.

We are most anxious to have you with us at this meeting, and I am
sure that you would find the Education Conference a wonderfully satisfying
experience. I am enclosing a call to the Conference which gives more details
of the program.

Within the limits of our budget, we will provide a suitable honorarium
and, of course, we will pay for any expenses you incur attending the meeting.

I would be grateful to you if you would let me know promptly if it is
possible for you to accept this invitation.

Sincerely yours,

WPR:ocl Walter P. Reuther, President
It F2iicio INTERNATIONAL UNION
UAW-CIO

™\



Pebruary 7, 1952

Mr, Waelter P, Reuther
International Unio, UAW-CIO
8000 Easgt Jefferson Avenue
Detroit 14, Michigen

Dear Mr, Reuther:

I appreciate very much the invitation which you heve extended
to me to the Fifth International Education Conference to be
held in Cleveland in April,

The fact 1s, however, that I have just returned from az very
rigorous yeear's work in France and in Mexico together with

a large quantity of lecturing snd writing, and I am now under
doctor's orders to take 1t ezsy and rest. I am afrald that,
although I 2m in no danger, theee ordere are of the "or else"
sort. I have therefore cut down my sctivity to my own originsl
selentific articlees and my books, Don't think that I won't
contlinue to be =z thorn in the sldes of thoese who need thorns
stuck in themj; but blg meetings =are out for me from now on,

With full appreciation of your interest, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:hbb



February 7, 1962

Mr, Henry W. Simon
Simon and Schuster, Inec,
630 Fifth Avenue

New York 20, New York

My deer Mr, Simon:

Your letter and cheek arrived eome days avzo, and I would have
answered it before except for the confusion of resuming my work
at MIT,

I am very greteful and understand perfectly whst you hove

bought, namely an option on my new book, I have already begun the
work of revieion, and by the time I have fifty pages in such

a gtate as sults myself, my secretery, and my other critics, you
shall receive it, Then we can find out whether it le the red

or the green light. If it is the redilight, I shall immediately
forwaerd bagk your eheck to you; and if it i1s the green light,

I shell go shead with the book.

I thank you very much for the courtesy of the interview you
have given me,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:hbb



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE 9-8000

February 8, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

As indicated in our January invitation, the
program committee of the Conference is eager to have
you undertake a paper for its discussion of "Symbols
and Values." It occurs to us that Perhaps our origi-
nal letter went astray, so we are enclosing the for-
mal invitation which gives all the detailed informa-
tion regarding our plans.

Our invitation is not a form letter sent
broadcast, rather it went to carefully selected in-
dividuals, and we are really eager that your experience
and wisdom should be brought to bear on this vital
subject. Outside the gap which we are hoping you will
fill, the program is shaping up well.

Because we have not heard from you to date,
we would be willing to extend the deadline for receipt
of your paper to June lst.

We all hope that we may hear from you in the
very near future and enclose a form for your convenience.

Faithfully yourZ'LQ,\Q/yQ

Ordway Tead
Chairman, 1952 Conference

il

g}ofessor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massgachusetts



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE 9-B000

Those present at the Twelfth Conference on Science,
Philosophy and Religion agreed that the subject for 1952 should
be "Symbols and Values." and the meetings are to be held from
September 2 to 5, 1952.

The informal committee which includes Lyman Bryson,
Louie Finkelstein, Harold D. Lasswell, Hudson Hoagland, R.M. Maclver,
Richard McKeon, and ourselves, hopes that you will find it possible
to be present. We also seek your help in clarifying, sharpening,
delineating, and concretizing the theme problem, namely, the
communication of ideas, particularly value judgments, through
symbols, considering the dangers, problems, and possibilities.

Tt was the consensus of the committee that, for the
purpose of the Conference, "symbol” should here be understood
as referring to that type of symbol, as distinguished from mere
sign, which conveys representation or is charged with value
significance. We will be mainly concerned with the use, as well
as the manipulation of symbols, in social relations, in religious,
political, economic, educational, and other group activities.

This broad subject of symbolism will probably also be
discussed at several succeeding Conferences. In 1952 we plan to
explore, so far as possible, the ramifications and operational
implications of the problem.

Knowing that you have given much thought to the gquestion
of symbolism as it applies to your own studies and experiences,
we are writing to urge that you prepare an essay for the Conference,
discussing communication through symbols in the 1light of your own
work. We would like to have the paper by March, if possible.

We would also very much like to have your suggestions
regarding development of the program, especially as to topics.

Now that the program is merely in its initial stages,
it would be particularly encouraging to hear that you are willing
to help us. Naturelly, we would be glad to do anything possible
to clarify our plans, answering any questions that may occur to
you.



The Conference has available a small fund that can
cover the travel and hotel expenses of its paper writers.

We earnestly hope that we may hear from you in the
near future and that you will indicate the general focus of
your paper. A return sheet and envelope are enclosed for
your convenience.

Faithfully,

Ordway Tead
Chairman, 1952 Conference

Wendell M. Stanley
Vice-Chairman



Please return to:
Conference on Science, Philosophy and Religion

3080 Broadway
New York 27, New York

I expect to do a_paper on i

I will send in a two hundred word summary by

I regret that I cannot undertake a paper ‘

Before reaching a decision, I would like to know the
following:

T would suggest that invitations TO prepare papers be sent
the following: (Please give name and address)

Name

(Please use the back of this sheet if additional space is
required. )



CHARLES C. ADAMS

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE
HHHHH ECOLOGY ALBANY 3, NEW YORK
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080l Bay Parkway

Brooslyn, 4, New York

February 1., 1952
Dear Prof. Wiener,

Sober reflection prompts me to extend to you

my siacere apologies for seudiug you tne paper, "A
Coansideration of the Notious of batropy aand Time."
A resder of this paper wpuld iufer Lrouw the method
of prescutation aund btue geueral toue ol tae paper,
only one idea: cracikpot. I would appreciate 1t 1i
you would retura the paper o me, and lor thne preseut,
forget the whose tnlug.

Yours truly,

Pt o ,392;é
Wiliiam Honig

[““‘":. ‘J./"Ef"‘f _:
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February 11, 1952

Mr, C, Perker Chiapella

1717 La Loma Avenue

Berkeley 9, California

Dear Mr, Chiapells:

Your letter finds me at a time when I must grestly contract
my efforts and contacts besause of extreme fatigue after

a year of work abroad., Will you therefore pardon me if I do
not give any explicit answer to your question.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

N#¥:hb



February 11, 1952

Josieh Maoy, Jr. Foundation
565 Park Avenue
New York 21, New York

Gentlemen?

In view of my great fetigue and the amount of lecturing which
I have done in recent yeare, I find 1t necessary to cut out
absolutely all lecturing end pasrticipation in eongresses,

In addition, I feel that the Macy meetings on Cybernetics

have served their purpose, which was that of establishing this
dilseclipline sc a metter of gener=1l interest. I think they have
come to & stage where they are likely to be repgtitious and
not worth the very considerable expense of organizing them,
May I request, therefore, that I be left out of the list of
members of these meetinge from now on.

As to "r, Young, please tell him that I shall be very gled
to see him here in Cambridge, but that I cannot come down to
New York, I wieh to thank Dr, Fremont-8mith for many past
favors,

Bincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NW:hb



February 11, 1952

Mr, Ordway Tead
3080 Broddway
New York 27, New York

Dear Mr, Tead:!

I have just come back from z year of study snd travel in
Franege and Mexico, and I find that I em so tired that I
must radically reviee my schedule of work, In perticular
all lectures and congresses azre out for me for a protracted
period., I therefore hope that you will excuse me from any
participation in your conference on Scienge, Philosophy, and
Religion, I am grateful to you for inviting me to partici-
pate, and I hope you will understand that for a conslderahle
time I must confine my work to the most pressing demands of
my own resgearcgh,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

N¥W:hb



February 12, 1952

Dr, Mark 8, Blumberg
Operatione Regearch Office
Johns Hopkins University
6410 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chace, Maryland

Dear Dr, Blumberg:

Professor Wiener haes asked me %o tell you that he has no
reprints of "Purposeful and Non-Purposeful Behavior," published
in Philosophy of Sclenge in October, 1950, He advises

that you may be able to secure one from his co-author, Dr.
Arturo Rosenblueth, Instituto Nacional de Cardlologla,

Calzada de la Piedad, 300, Mexico D.F., Mexico.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs., G.B. Baldwin
Seeretary to Prof. Wiener

hb



Februsry 13, 1952

Mr, Emil N, Dern, Jr,

565 Rosedale St,, Apt., 5

Pitteburgh 21, Penna,

Dear Mr. Dern:

Professor Wiener has asked me to thank you for your
request fo r his sutograph and the compliment to
him which it implies,

However, Professor Wiener regrets that he does not
give his autograph to anyone for collegtion purposecs,

Sincerely yours,

Mrg, G,B, Bsldwin
Seoretary to Prof, Wiener

hb



13 February 1952

Prof, Foster Harris
Sehool of Journalism
nivereity of Oklahoma
Norman, Oklahoma

Dear Profeseor Harrie:

Professor Wiener has asked me to thank you for your interest-
ing letter of Janusry 22, with its kind comments on

Cybernetics and The Humen Use of Human Beings.

Professor Wiener hae been abroad for a year of rigorous
research and lecturing., It is only because he 1s so tired
that he 1s unable to give full attention to your letter,
We shall put 1t aside, however, &nd it may be that later
in the spring he will write to you again.

Meanwhile, he is most appreclstive of yowr thoughts,

Sincerely yours,

Mre. G.B. Baldwin
Segretary to Prof, Wiener

hb



February 13, 1952

Mr. Williem Honig
6801 Bay Parkway
Brooklyn 4, New York

Dear Mr, Homig:

Professor Wiener has asked me to return your manuseript
to you, He urges me to tell you that ite return does

not indicete any evalustion of it at all, Professor
Wiener has been abrosd for s year of rigorous work and
research, and his fatigue on returning to MIT has made

1t necessary for him to cut hie activities to the barest
minimum, Unfortunstely, the conselderation of unsolicited
manueorints ies one of the z¢tivities which must be out
for the presgent, '

Please accept his thanks for sending the manuseript to
him and his apology for returning it unread.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs., G.B. Baldwin
“eeretary to Prof, Wiener

hb



February 13, 1952

Mr, R.B. Hunt
¢/o "Homefiela"
Bisley Road
Stroud
Gloucestershire
England

Dear Mr. Hunt:

Professor Wiener has returned from his year abroad so tired
that all hie sctivities have been reduced to the barest
minimum, One matter which he wanted to attend to was the
reading of the manuseript which you sent to him through
Professor Haldane in January of 1951, However, Professor
Wiener regrets that he has not had the time during the
past year, and will not have the time 1in the near future,
to study it. I shall be happy to return the manuscript
to you if you wish,

In a letter to Professor Haldane, you stated that you had
hoped to study at MIT, especially in view of your interest
in Cybernetics. Professor Wiener can do no more for you
than to suggest that you write to the Dean of the Graduate
School to make a direet inquiry.

Very truly yours,

Mre. G.B. Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener

g 5 f f '
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12 February 1952

Mr, Orville W, Jafke
1924 Mona Avenue
Muskegon Helghts, Michigan

Dear Mr, Jafke:

Professgor Wiener has agked me to thank you for your
request for hle autograph, and the compliment which
it implies,

However, Professor Wlener does not give hls autograph
Yo anyone for collectlon purposes.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, G.B, Bsldwin
Seeretary to Prof, Wiener

hb



February 13, 1952

Mr, V. Mayes

13 Bannerman Avenue
Prestwich
Mznchester, England

My dear Mr, Mayes:

As you may know, Professor Wiener has Just returned from a
year's zbsence, He finde himeelf very tired, and unzsble

to give the kind of attention to his correepondence which he
would like to give, He has asked me, therefore, to thank
you for your letter, and to exprese to you hise regret that
he cannot answer 1t more fully, It may be that later in the
spring he will write to you again,

For your interest, I am encloeging a copy of one of Professor
Wiener's letters which was publiched in 1947 in The Atlentic
Monthly, and & copy of another letter published two years
later in The Bulletin of the Atomic Seientists. Both of
these are etatements of Profescor Wiener's views about his
own partlelpation in military projects.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, G,B. Baldwin
Secretary to Prof., Wiener

hb



13 February 1952

Mr, Philip M, “herman
3heldon Court
Ithzca, New York

Dear Mr, Shernaen:

Professor Wiener has asked me to thank you for your letter,
Ag you may know, he hss been asbrosd for a yesr of rigorous
legturing end research, and his grest fatigue on his
return prevente him from giving ae much attention to his
corresrondence as he would like to,

Any sdvice pertinent to your program of study will best
be given by the Departmente of Metallurgy and Physics to
which your latest letter saye you have written,

If you should decide to come to MIT for graduate study
and if you should be admitted, Professor Wiener would be
happy to meet you,

Singerely yours,

Mre, G.B. Baldwin
Segretary to Prof, Wiener

hdb
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February 13, 1952

Mr, Sherman Stein
319 West 105th Street
New York 25, New York

Dear Mr., Stein:

Your letter finds Profeseor Wiener very tired after a2 strenuous
year abroad, He has asked me to thank you for your letter and
to express to you his regret that he cannot give it the
attention he would like to,

The question you ralse is & very important one, and one about
which Professor Wiener is concerned, It may be that later

in the spring he will be free to write to you again,

Bincerely yours,

Mrs., G,B, Baldwin
Seeretary to Prof. Wiener

hb



DUNS REVIEW
@Lué[t_é/w.c(, /él/
DUN & BRADSTREET, 1xc.

89 CHURCH STREET NEW YORK 8,N.Y.
Februery 14, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

This is in connection with our correspondence of last Swmer in which
we invited you to prepare an article on the subject of cybernetics for publica-
tion in "Dun's Review." A4t that time you were so loaded up with work that it
was impossible for you to aceept the invitation. We are writing now with the
hope that you may be able to undertalke the preparation of such gn article.

In our original letter of last liay 29 we mentioned as possible topiecs
the basic concepts of cybernetics and their importence to business management.
There are, of course, & number of social and other implications involved in
the development and acceptence of self-regulgbory mechanisms. However, since
the magazine goes to top business executives representing virtually all the
largest companies in the country, it might be better to direct the discussion
mainly towerd the effects on business management, plamning, end policy.

Because of the interest among business men in the significance of
electronic devices that in some aress can outmatch the abilities of the humen
brain and in the impact of such devices on the industrial and economic life
of the couwntry, we would like to ineclude in an early number your thoughts and
ideas concerning this important subject.

The articles in the magazine usually average about 3,000 words in
length, but this is mentioned merely as a rough guide. Some are less and some
extend to 3,500 words.

Wle have purposely avoided mentioning a deadline for this articles.
While we would like to ineclude it in an early number, it would probably be
much more convenient for you to fit it in youwr schedule thean to try to change
your schedule to meet & deadline. Perhaps it would be posgible to complete
the manuscript by the end of Mearch.

As you may recall, it is customery for "Dun's Review" to provide an
honorarium for contributors. The usual honorarium is $100,.

It would be especially good if you could accept this invitation and
we will be looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerel you%
&

&N T irdoill
RLEK:RA ‘ Associate Editor
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA,

February 15, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

This year I happen to be President of our local
chapter of Sigma Xi, and am supposed to invite the
speaker for the annusl public meeting at the time of
the initlation of new members. 1 am writing you to
ask if you would consider delivering this lecture. The
honorarium is small. It is usually $50.00 plus expenses
while in Charlottesville, so one guestion to consider
would be whether you expect to be somewhere south of
New York in late April or early May. If so, we would
accommodate the time of meeting to your schedule.

The sudience at such a meeting consists largely
of assorted scientists, together with a scattering of
interested laymen. This is not an easy type of
audience for a mathematician to address but I know by
observation that you have made a success of Just such
occasions. I hope that you will be able to be with us
for this ceremony of ours.

Yours sincerely,

S 4. W(ﬂ jAVM

E. J. McShane

EJMcS/nt

==

= P '2 4'/ P () (:mt’. ‘]



February 15, 19852

Mr, Bill ¥hitaker
Pi Kappa Alpha House
Auburn, Alabama

Dear Mr, Whitaker:

Professor Wiener has asked me to answer your letter of
January 19th, He regrets this delay in writing to you;
however, he returned only very recently from an extended
absence from MIT, and it has taken a long time to sort
out h¥ gorrespondence,

You must realize, of course, that the articles on Cyber-
netiecs and electronic eomputers which come to Professor
Wiener's attention are legion, and that any attempt to
sort them out tc¢ answer such reqgueste as yours would be
far too time-consuming to be considered, Furthermore,
much of the infcrmation is of a very technical nature,

I am enclosing as a "sample" an articlie desgoribing an
elegtronic differential analyzer, More articles of this
sort can be acquired if you write directly to the Docu-
menta Room, Research laboratory of Electronies, MIT,
Cambridge 39, Mass,

With most of the more populer treatments you esre doubtless
familiar, May I suggest one, dealing with the applica=
tion of electronlc machines {o factory use, The article,
"Robots Run tho Works," by John Kord Lagemann, appeared
in ation s Business, March, 1951, You say that you heave

83 gorhapa ou would find xg?_ﬂgmggwggg
0 eings helpful, also, This is Professor Wiener's
nore popu ar treatment of Cybernetics,

I hope this information will be helpful,

own

Singerely yours,

Mrs, G.B, Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wiener

hb



RaALPH PHILIP BOAS, JR.
1725 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS
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10 ... Norbert Wieper . ...Pebruary 17, 1952

From JOHN E. PFEIFFER

Some time in the near future 1 may be preparing a newsurvey

of eybernetics--that is, a discussion of trends and research
during the past two years. The discussion would include some

of the objections of the anti-cyberneticists--and the rebuttals.
Recently Mary Brazier called to my attention your "Purposeful

and Nonpurposeful Behavior" in answer to:Rrofessor Tayler.

Could you please send me e reprint as soon as possible?? I under-
setand that little ie left of the professor after you gzet through
with him. If there is asnything else you might care to send me
also, I should be glad to see it. Also, I hope to see you during
my next vieit to Boston, although I don't know just when that
will be.

P.0. Box 152 Sincerely,
Uld Lywme, Conn. (,
dho
c;/’//// ¥ frg =l
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ROBERT W. MARKS
520 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

February 18, 1952

Dr, Norbert Wiener,
llassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Dr, Wiener:

T am a graduate student in philosophy in
the Graduate Faculty, the New School for Bocial
Research, As part of my work with Dr, Ernest
Nagel and Dr, Albert Hofstadter I have designed
and constructed an electrical computer for
problems in the sentential calculus. T am taking
the liberty of writing you in the hope that you
might care to know about it,

The machine, which is a development from my
degree thesis, "Cybernetic Implications of Some
Relationships between Symbolic Logic and Switching
Circuilts (with special reference to the determin-
ation of valid inference from circult analogues
to statement combinations in the sentential cal-
culus)," handles up to 32 statements in a single
logical sentance, Using T2 relays and 42 signal
lights, the computer will derive a deduction from
any combination of premises (up to capacity), and
develop all possible deductions from a given
statement combination. A reading a memory section
will scan and record the conclusions in the sequence
of their development, References to the machine's
operation and photographs of the several unite are
scheduled to appear in a forthcoming issue of
Scientific American,

If you would at any time be interested in
geeing the computer, I would be most happy to
demonsgtrate it for you, whenever you are in New
York. T could even bring it to Cambridge -- although
the sections are rather bulky.

Sincerely,



Guest Speakers

Wednesday, 8:30 PM.

Apr. 23 — LutHER Evans — “Unesco’s Role in
International Communications”
Mr. Evans is Librarian of Congress and chair-
man, U. §. National Commission for Unesco.

Course: Mass Media and International Relations
Arno Huth
Thursday, 8:30 EM.
Apr. 24 — Huce MuLLan — “Hospital and Shock
Therapies”
Dr. Mullan, psychiatrist and ]i?choamlyst,
is on the s of Vanderbilt Clinic.

Course: Neuroses and Psychoses
Sara Breitbart, Chairman
Music Note
ARTHUR BERGER, music critic, New York Herald
Tribune, will be the guest of Henry Cowell in his
course “The Meaning of Modern Music” Friday,
April 25, 8:30 P.M.

Social Research — Spring Issue
CONTENTS

U. 8. Defense in Europe ARNOLD BRECHT
The Origin of the Idea of National Right Lro STrauss

Labor Unrest in the British
Nationalized Sector RoBerT L. HEILBRONER

Nature, History and Existentialism Karn Lowrte
What, No Nightingales? GerarD W. SPEYER
Hermann Broch (1886-1951) Erica KAHLER
Book Reviews

Copies of Social Research may be obtained in the Library,
or in Social Research office, 66 West 12th Street, N. Y.

School Dance: Sunday, April 27, 2:30 p.m. 5th fl. Adm. $1; Guests, $1.50
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Guest Speakers

The Rev. DONALD HARRINGTON

Minister of the Community Church of New York;
vice president, United World Federalists, Inc.

The Answer of World Government

Course: The Spiritual Quest of Modern Man —
Carl Hermann Voss, Chairman

APRIL 21 — MONDAY, 8:30 EM.

LEE K. JAFFE

Director of public relations, Port of New York
Authority; president, Government Public Rela-
tions Association.

Public Relations in the Port of
New York Authority

Course: Government Public Relations — Henry
Davis Nadig, Chairman

APRIL 23 — WEDNESDAY, 8:30 BEM.

ROBERT U. REDPATH, Jr.

Consultant on Design and Administration of
Employee Benefit Systems.

Pension Planning

Course: Introduction to Estate Planning —
Solomon Huber

APRIL 25 — FRIDAY, 2:00 RM.

For other guest speakers, see page 4.



CHOOSING AN AMERICAN
PRESIDENT

by Alvin Johnson

Under the Constitution we endow the President
with full power over the vastest business in the
whole world, the administration of the United States,
only reserving for the Senate the function of con-
firming the top figures in the administration. We
endow the President with the power to initiate legis-
lation through messages to Congress, and with the
power to veto acts of Congress, with only the res-
ervation that the veto can be overridden by House
and Senate under the difficult two-thirds rule.

The President is Commander-in-Chief of the Army
and can remove or appoint even the highest officers.
Foreign relations are in his hand, except where his
power runs against the power of the purse.

Who chooses the man to wield this mightiest
office in the world? We the people choose between
two, occasionally three candidates for office. But who
selects the candidates to be voted onP In one-third
of the States we have indeed Presidential primaries,
but the delegates we vote for are very loosely bound.
The plain fact is that the candidates for the Presi-
dency are selected by the professional politicians.
We the people have only an indirect influence on
the choices of the major parties.

That influence may be dominant when the major
parties appear to be equally matched. Then the poli-
ticians ask themselves earnestly: Who will command
the votes? They rack their brains to determine whom
we the people really want for President. When there
is great disparity between the parties the politicians
have a free hand. The majority party can select any-
one, however little known, however competent or
incompetent; the minority party can’t elect anyone,
however well known and competent. So in the elec-
tion of 1920 the Republicans could safely turn down
the two strong candidates, Lowden and Wood, and
nominate a notoriously weak man, Harding. The
Democrats, having no chance, could as well nomi-
nate an unknown — Cox.

In this year of 1952 the two major parties seem
evenly matched. Whatever their personal prefer-
ences, the politicians are forced to guide themselves
by calculating on vote-getting power.

And this means that we the people will have a
potent voice in the selection of candidates. The next
President will be the choice of the democracy.

The Sequential Logic Computer

For analbysis of inference and exhaustive deductions from
all possible logical statements, and combinations of state-
ments, in the calculus of propositions.

This machine, developed at the New School by RoperT
W. Magks, graduate student, as an outgrowth of discus-
sions with Dr. Albert Hofstadter in his courses on Philo-
sophical Analysis and Problems of Logical Theory, for
the first time provides an electrical analysis in a matter of
seconds of complex problems in logic ordinarily involving
long and extensive calculation. A series of photographs of
the machine solving problems appeared in the Scientific
American, March 21.

A STATEMENT BY MR. MARKS:

The theory behind the computer originated with a no-
tion, I had, that consistency in logic was no different
from consistency in the communication lines of electrical
circuits, and that what was valid in terms of logical
inference had its direct analogue in an electrical switching
network which permitted a flow of current from source
to goal.

The computer, in its present form, will combine up to
32 specific statements into a single logical assertion, and
will determine:

1) Whether the entire assertion is logically true or
false.

2) Whether or not there may be certain conditions
under which the assertion may be true (or false).

8) Whether or not a given deduction can be cor-
rectly drawn from the combination of facts or
statements fed into the machine.

4) All possible inferences or deductions which can
be drawn from any given combination of premises.

At present, as far as I know, the computer has only
theoretical significance. It can solve instantly virtually
any problem in the sentential calculus (ca.lcuf,us of pro-
Eg:liﬁons). Its limitations in practical application are the
imitations of the calculus itself. It has been suggested
that possible future applications may lie in the rapid
analysis of complex combinations of information in life
insurance and other actuarial work, in long-range weather
forecasting, in psychological testing, in statistical analysis,
and in enabling guided missiles to make tactical decisions
on the basis of information communicated while in flight.

The machine, in its present form, is approximately five
feet long and two feet bi%h. It contains 52 indicating
lights, 72 telephone-type relays, and about 125 switching
devices. The inside, including all coil windings, contains
about five miles of wire.

I am now working on a supplementary unit, an elec-
trical digital sequence counter I(jusing the binary instead
of the decimal system of counting). This unit, when com-
bined with the present circuits, will make deductions or
determine inferences (in 10 to 30 seconds) from wup to
a million combinations of given statements or premises.

Note: Mr. Marks will ,;ive a demonstration of his com-
puter at the New School later. See Bulletin for date.



& HENRY GUTTMANN,
30, BRONDESBURY PARK,
LONDON, N.W.6.

February 19th, 1952,

The Secretary,

Massachusetls Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, (Mass.),

U.S.A'

Dear Sir,

I am preparing a book about the relatiive
resources of the varous countries of the world,
with a view on the potentislities of the future.
In this connection, I intend to bring in
Cybernetics. I should, therefore, be very
grateful if you would kindly send me a latest
survey of work done in this respcct, together
with two or three photozrsphs, graphs and
any other material which ®uld illustrate to
the general public the revolutionary changes
which Cybernetics may bring to certain processes
of scientific research and industrial production.

I thark you in anticipation of your
kind assistance in this matter, snd remain,

Yours faithfully,

f/ /élﬁf—:ﬂ{,;.n
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American Design Awards

Committee

Miss Dorothy Shaver, Chairman
General Lucius Clay

Mr. S, Sloan Colt

Dean Donald K. David

Mrs. Edward Coleman Delafield
Miss Mary Donlon

Brigadier General Georges F. Dariot
Mr. David Dubinsky

Dr. Lillian Gilbreth

Mr. John Gunther

Miss Helen Hayes

Mr. Roland Harriman

Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby

Mrs. Sergei Koussevitzky

Mrs. Albert Lasker

Mrs. Oswald B. Lord

Mrs. Anne O’Hare McCormick
Mr. Robert J. McKim

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer

Mr. Whitelaw Reid

Mr. Nelson Rockefeller

Mrs. Anna Rosenberg

Dr. Howard Rusk

Brigadier General David Sarnoff
Mr.Van B. Sims

Mr. . P. Stevens, Jr.

Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger
Mr. Herbert Bayard Swope

Mr. Thomas J. Watson

Mr. John Hay W hitney

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Mrs. Wendell Willkie

Established by Lord & Taylor in 1937

February 19, 1952

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The snnual presentation of our Lord & Taylor
Awards will take place at = luncheon on Wed-
nesday, April the sixteenth in the grand
ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria.

As you know, our Awards have always striven to
recognize and encourage constructive creative
achievement in every field of endeavor. This
year they will single out men and women who
have devoted their lives to helping Amerieca
solve one of its most urgent and basic problems.

A committee sponsoring the Awards is now in the
process of formation, I would deeply appreciate
adding your name once again to these of our other
distinguished committee members. Althcough I hope
that you can join us on the dais at the luncheon,
I know you understand that membership on the
committee in no way obliges you to be present.

/ A

Sincerelyy/f
‘f
/

T

|/ »
JIAD I, YUANTA

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Department of Mathematies

Cambridge, Massachusetts

424 Fifth Avenue + New York 18, N.Y. » Wlsconsin 7-3300

[,' L 2/ :;-_’f"::\‘_‘f‘



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE 9-8000 February 19, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

1t was thoughtful of you to reply as you
did to our invitation for the Thirteenth Con-
ference, However, we greatly regret your in-
ability to help us at this time.

It is probable that another phase of the
sub ject will be discussed at our 1953 meetings,
and perhaps you can undertake a paper then.

Meanwhile we would very much like to have
the benefit of your participation through com-
ment on material submitted by others, and in
the oral discussion.

in any event, we will keep in touch with
you as our plans develop.

Cordially yours,
Tand
Ordway Tead /

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

ip

[ana 2/20/53]



February 19, 1962

Mr, Robert P, Coleman
29 Snowden R4,
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvanla

Dear Mr., Coleman:

Doob has declded to do his own book on a scale in which
contribution would have been relatively unimportant, and
believe the book has already appesred, My own ldese are
being developed in a manuseript for Hermann et Cie, Perise,
which will gentain my lectures at the Colleze de France, and
for which I am being ably helped by Dr, Schutzenbarger,

This book is well under way, but not far enough for me %o
give you ite publigation date,

Singerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



Pebruary 19, 1952

Mr, Richard L, Kraybill, Associate Editor
Dun's Review

Dun and Bradstreet, Inc.

99 Church Street

New York 8, New York

Desr Mr, Kraybill:
Thank you for the courteey of your letter of February 14,

I £ind that I have extended myself too muech over the last three
or four yearse, and that for reasons of health and of fatigue

I must give up completely for an extended perlod all publie
legturing and all articles which sre essentlally on the level
of public legturing. I have enough seientifliec and llterary
projests of my own to last me the rest of my life.

While I appreclate the honor of the request you are meking,
I must tell you regretfully that I cannot conform to it now
or for a long time to gome,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



February 19, 19652

Dr, Marcel Monnier

Care of Joslah Maecy, Jr. Foundation
565 Park Avenue

New York 21, New York

My dear Dr, Monnier:

I am very tired after my long absence from MIT, and I shall
be unable to visit the Macy meetings this vear, But I shall
be very happy to see you ln Cambridge if you are here after
the New York meetings, :

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

hbb



February 19, 1952

Mr, John E, Pfelffer
2,0, Box 108
014 lyme, Connecticut

Dear Mr, Plfeiffer:

Professor Wliener askes me to tell you that, for some reason
which we zre =t a loss to underst=nd, he has never recelved
eny reprinte of "Purposeful and Nompurposeful Behavior",
which appeered in Philosophy of Sechence in October 1950,

You mey be sble to secure a reorint from Dr. Arturo “oszene
blueth, Instituto Naclonal de Cerdiologle, Calzada de la
Piedad, 300, Mexieo D.F., Mexico, He was, ae you doubtless
know, Professor Wiener's co-zuthor,

Sincerely yours,

Mra, George 3aldwin
Seeretary to Prof, Wiener

hbb



February 19, 1952

Dr. J.Z. Young

Care of Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation
565 Par: Avenue

New York 21, New York

My dear Dr, Young:

Begause of my great fatigue, I shall be unable to vieit
the Macy meetinge this year. But I shall be most happy
to asse you in Cambridge if you will be here efter the
meetings,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbdb



JUAN SISTACH O

Espafa Industrial, 9
BARCELONA

(ESPARA)

DENA
20th february 1952

Dr. Robert WIENER
lassachusgets

—t———— ]

Dear §ir,

I have read the news published by the local
press on 5th january about your communication regarding
the "ear glove", and I shall be glad to know whether such
an apparatu has already improved and its worth at market;
in the affirmative case, as also the seller's address.

I offer you my gratitude fo ubles and

remain :
faithfully yours,




“SCIENTIA,,

Via Roncaglia, 4 - ASSO (Como) rsso, 20 Février 1652
Cher Monsieur,

je vous prie vivement de m'excuser g1 je wiens
a& nouveau vous déranger, mais je n’ail pas encore re-
gu de réponse a4 ma letltre précéiente, par l=quelle
je veous renouvelais la priére de collaborer & notre
Revue. - Si votre silence signifie que vous ne pou-
vez pst pour le moment sntisfaire notre désir, Jje
vous prie de voulcir bien me faire gavoir au moins
si je puis compter sur votre collaboration & l'ave—
nir et & quelle date, spproximativement, vous pensez
pouvoir m'envoyer votre manuscrit gi vivement désiré.

Je vous serais vraiment reconnaissant, cher
Monsieur, de vouloir bien avoir l’amabilité de me
répondre, ne flit-ce qu’'un mot.

Agréez, je vous prie, 1l’expression de mes sen-
timents les plus distingués. o

.'?*i.;
R [ 22 /Y (Dott. Paolo Bonetti)



SSCIENTLA

Rivista internazionale di sintesi scientifica
Revue internationale de synthese scientifique
International Review of scientiffc synthesis
Internat. Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftliche Synthese
Revista internacional de sintesis ctentifica

Via Roncaglia, & - ASSO
(Como, Italie)

NICOLA ZANICHELLI, Bologna
HERMANN & C.ie, Paris
ATLAS PUBL. & DISTR. Co. Ltd, London
STECHERT-HAFNER Inc., New York
ROBERT MULLER, Beslin
FRIERD. KILIAN’S NACHFOLGER, Budapest
F. ROUGE & C.fe, Lausanne
EDITORIAL HERDER, Barcelona
FERNANDO MACHADO & C.fa, Porto
THE MARUZEN Co., Tokye

En cas d” insuffisance d’adresse priere de renvoyer a
““SCIENTIA, Via Roncaglia, & - Asso
(Como, Italie)

CARTOLINA POSTAL
L




Februery 20, 1952

Dr, X, Andermann
17, Rosary Crescent
Highgate Hill
Brisbane, Austrelia

Dear Dr, Andermsnns

I have just returned from a year of travel in Europe snd Mexieco
in an almost disintegrated condition, As esoon as [ have reasone
gbly ascembled myself agein, one of the things that I am golng

to give my secretary to do is the problem of preparing a
bibliography of Cybernetice. You will automatically go on the
meiling 1list,

Thank you for your inguiry sbout my cataract. Dr., Gunderson
of Boston did the Job, and I believe he gonsiders me as one of
his prize cases, However, while my eyes are 1in excellent don-
dition, I am beginning to receive & few minor clroulatory
tokens of the progress of years, »

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



February 20, 1952

Dr. Ralph P, Boas, Jr.
17256 Orrington Avenue
Evanston, Illinois
iy dear Dr, Boas:

Curiously enough I had forgotten the result that you attribute
to me. Are you sure that I reslly did the Job?

At any rate, go ashead with your publicatlion, and with my
wighes for euccess,

Sincerely yours, '

Norbert Wiener
hbb



February 20, 1952

Mr, 4,3, Corrington

Home Instrument Department
Hadio Corporation of America
RCA Vietor Dividlon

Camden 2, New Jersey

Dear Mr., Corrington:

I regret that there has been such & long deley in my reply

to your letter, I have been albroad for the past year, and
returned to MIT only oulte recently.

So far as an answer to the guestion you raise le concgerned,
all I cen say is that I am not et present actively engaged in
engineering gonsultation,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



February 20, 1952

Dr, Sabastian Lit%tauer
Scheol of Englneering
Columbia University
New York, New York

Dear Dr. littauver:

Professor Wiener haa asked me to write to you to inquire
whether 1t 18 poseible to secure z number of coplee of the
gpeech he gave, entitled "Automatic Machinery, to the
Soglety for the Advancement of Mansgement in New York in the
late autumn of 1960, I am auite sure I recsll seelng a
transcription of the meeting, but if one cesme to this

office it is certalnly loet now,

Would 1t be possible to secure about twenty-five coplee of
whatever record was kept?

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, George Baldwin
Seoretary to Prof. Wlener

hb
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February 20, 1952

Mr, £,J. Mc Shane

University of Virginia

School of Mathematice

Charlottesville, Virginia

My dear MeShsne:

Three years of Cybernetics have run me ragged, and my coctors
tell me thet I have got to cut down on the lesturing racket --
"or elsel"

Translated into an answer to your letter, this means, "Wo,
God blese youl"

Regretfully,

Norbert Wienep

hbb



February 20, 1952

Dr, Wiktor W, Nowinski
University of Texas, Medical Bransh
Galveston, Texas

My dear Dr, Nowinski:

1t Surns out thet the word (ybernetigs has also s history
in Freneh where 1t belonzs gg'the tradition of Comptian
positivliem, 2nd hes the zeme gense which Idebelt gives 1t.
After all, there are Just so many svalleble Greek roots
for syntheeieing the scientifiec voeabulary, and it isn't
surprielng that most of the significant contributions have
been made already.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hb



February 20, 1952

Philosophy of Sclence
The Williams and Wilkine Company
Baltimore 2, Maryland

Gentlemen:

Professor Norbert Wiener has asked me to write to you to
inquire whether it is possible to secure re-prlntl of the
article "Purposeful and Nonpurposeful Behavior" which Professor
Wiener wrote with Dr. Rosenblueth, and which was published

in Philosophy of Sgience in Ogtober 1950,

Will you kindly let us know whether 1t is too late to
secure reprints? If it is not, will you quote the quantity
prices?

Very truly yours,

Mre, George Baldwin
Secretary to Prof, Wekener

hb



Februery 20, 1962

Miss Dorothy Shaver, Chalrmesn
American Design Awards

424 Fifth Avenue

New York 18, New York

My dear Mige Shaver:

Many thanks for your invitaetion for me to participete in the
committee on the American Deslgn Awards. It happens thet I
am just back from Mexico and Europe after a most strenuous
year, and that I am under strict doctor's orders to take on
no new mesponsibilities, May I then regretfully request you
to pass by my name ag a member of the commlttee,

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

hbb



February 20, 1952

Mr, Ordway Tead

Conference on Science, Philosophy &nd Relligion
3080 Brozsdway

New York 27, New York

My dear Mr, Tead:

I am afraid that the condition of my health and my future come
mitments require = prolonged period during which I stay aloof
from new commitments, Therefore, I coen give you no ressonable
expectation that at any perticulsr future time I can particlpate
in the Conference on Sclence, Philosophy and Religion, nor

that I s2n undertake to comment on material submitted by others
whether submitted to me by mail or in the oral discusslon,

Regretfully yours,

Norbert YWiener

hbb



February 20, 1952

Mr, Righerd A, Wallage
The Franklin Institute
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr, Wallace:

I am just back on my Job at MIT, and have just recelived your
manuseript on 2 meze solving machine., I shall read it in the
not too distant future, 2lthough I cennot promise you any
date,

Meanwhile, I suggeet that you get in touch with Dr. Grey
Welter at the Burden Neurologicasl Institute, Stepleton, near
Bristol, England, and send him s spare copy of the manuscript
to be forwarded to = Mr, Ashby who has been working parallel
with ¥Welter on the problem of mechines that learn,

Thie 18 a subjeet which has progressed far more than the
general publle knows,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



ELF tnecine company ---

ELF “SINGLE'", ELF "TWIN", ELF "FOUR'" MODEL AIRCRAFT ENGINES 1895
poe-s-wowasinaron-er, 1020 - 21st St,

PORFEAND~4, OREGON  Milwaukie, Ore

February 21, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I have developed a servo mechanism which we use for guiding
model airplanes. Keading "Cybernetics", it occurred to me
that 1t might be of interest to you because of the possibility
that it is a type that appears in nature in animals to perform
Very rapild movement.,

The fact that 1t 1s extremely economical of motor energy and
stand-by current and very stable even with simple apparatus

makes it suitable for an airplane model and suggests that 1t
might have been a device adopted by nature.

If this is of any interest to you, I will be glad to send
you further information.

Vepq truly yours,

AN

Dan Calkin’
I\’I.S., Iﬂ.I.T.’ '53

DC:JP




Che Ameriran Physiral Soriety

C. C. LAURITSEN, PRESIDENT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY NEW YORK 27. N. Y.
J. H. VAN VLECK, VICE-PRESIDENT OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY OFFICE OF THE TREASURER
KARL K. DARROW, SECRETARY
BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES Fet)nlary 25 ’ 1952

(OFFICE AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY)

GEORGE B. PEGRAM, TREASURER
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

DR. NORBERT WIENER
M.I.T. [
Cambridge 39, Mass.,

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We are organizing a symposium under the title

"Entropy and Information™ for the Washington meeting of the

—American Physical Society, May 1-3, ' We would like to have as
the participants yourself, Szilard, Brillouin, and B. McMillan;
and tentatively I am assigning thirty minutes to each of the
four speakers. I hope that you will consent to take part, and
will let me know at an early date of your acceptance. Unfor-
tunately our Society cannot pay travelling-expenses.

I doubt whether I have talked with you since we met
in Mexico City in 1946; but I still remember well our conversa-
tion in the home of Dr. Margain. I hope that you have since
been able to revisit Mexico, as my wife and I were in 1950,

Sincerely yours,

—%n 2 )T S

AP = Dan A o n‘f‘

KARL K. DARROW, Secretary



UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

February 25, 1952

<

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

I was sorry to receive the news in your
recent letter, not only because we will be un-
able to have you as our lecturer, but because
I regret to hear that you have to cut down on
your activities, which though exhausting are
also fun. ©So let me express my wish that a
temporary relaxation of activities will allow
your storage batteries to recharge themselves
briskly.

Yours sincerely,

E. J. MeShane

EJMcS/nt



February 26, 1952

Dr. Leo Dub, lecturer
Villa Hupfau
Sonnenstrascse 34 II
Innsbruck, Austria

Lieber Herr Doctor!

i
Eine gewisse Frsu Welther in Dalmstadt veschdftigt sich
jetzt bien Bbersetzung meines Buchs The Humen Use of Humen
Beings ins Deutsche. BSie hat shon wohl Dokumente dardiber,
Tch eschicke ihr Ihrem Brief, sobald ich 1hr schriebe, und sie
wird Thnen sicher die notwendigen ZAuskiinfte mittellen,

Ihr sehr ergebener,

Norbert Yiener

# Profegsor Dr. A. Walther
Institut Flir Praktische Methematik (IPM)
Technische Hochschul
PDarmetadt ‘

NW:hbb
ce: Professor Dr. A, Walther



February 25, 1952

W, A, Oberley
Diehlgasce 34
Vienna, V., Austrie

Liebe Herr Oberley!

Ich schliesce hiertmit ein Exempler einter vor zwei Jashren

in New York gehsltenen Rede ein, Wenn Sie mehr Ausktinfte

dber meine Sachen wollen, bitte schreiben sie an Frau Walter,
Institut fiir Prektische Mathemstik (IPM), Technische Hochschule,
Dermstadt, dle sich jJetzt bien Wbersetzen meines Bucks #iber
Kdbernetik beschiftigt,

Hochanchtungvoll Ihr,

Norbert Wiener

hbb
ce: W.A, Lebrecht



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
3080 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE 9-8000

February 28, 1952

Dear Professor Wiener:

We have just received your letter
dated February 20th, and of course re-
gret the situation. At the same time,
we can understand and sympathize with

it.
Faithfully yours,

y
Ordwa Tea7‘

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39

Masgsachusetts
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February 29, 1952

Mr, Henry Y. Simon
Simon and Schuster, Ine,
630 Fifth ZAvenue

New York 20, New York

My dear Mr, Simon:

I 2m sending you under thies same cover not exactly fiftl

gﬁges of revieed manuseript, but a somewhat larger quentlty.
the regscn for my doing thie ls that the very earliest revision
touches the Preface and the orlentation of my book among

other bookes of similar character, and that thls ls followed

by two chapters which are rather o synthesis of what I have
learned of my parents than a regherche de temps ocerdu, I feel,
therefore, that the msterial I gend you should contein =%

leaet one good sample of my reconstruction of my own past
experience to be a falr gulde to criticlem,

As you already hasve in your possession the unreviced copy of

my manuseript, you will be sble to seec how much I heve worked

up the material and how far I am willing to go. It is probably

2 bad omen that I feel tather saticefied with the work that

I heve done, and thet 1%t eeems to be the general griticiesm of

my friende that the material is in much better shape, Twd doea wF
Wean Hat ) will wr acd su qown AUy §es Nous.

I cannot tell you how eagerly I sm awalting a word from you

to indicate whether or not I =m on the right road, and whether

you are re=dy for me to go a1l the way out in the revieslon of

the new bookl

With thanks for your consideration, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



