N. WIENER - MC 22

CORRESPONDENCE

Digitized




lea daw, z:;g{_]
Da’v Sies This is a comtinuation of pages 1 & & tmarked 12-17-81,
%8 darizass viLl bs Sumive faghs Desetvelis o’ aekuias mwm-%t stedto
3 3 M : e : y .
3 sall pi beg) Wiii be twgaa’_ '
ai  eube will be 13 i
&.)ai‘km’mm“m ALl be al '
souls are now ideas not eonfined to a number
2 pé-as dn living and dead
egrees of consciousness of

degre
douvbl and iz vepld
tla; ' e%al of ew:jéim




THE DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
TENNIS COURT ROAD,
CAMBRIDGE.

TELEPHONE 5823l.

2nd January, 1952,

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge,

Mass. ,

U6 A,

Dear Professor Wiener,

Recently I had the very great pleasure of reading your
"Cyvbernetics" for the first time and I was struck by some close
correspondence of ideas with the theory of chemical reactions in
open systems. In case this work may be of interest to you I am
taking the liberty of sending a copy of one of my papers (others
are concerned with the continuous reaction processes of the
chemical industry) together with a paper by one of my collaborators,
lMrs.Moore,

Yours sincerely,

rr 0O Ty B
4_)7 i L)e,»(.r? L

K.G.Denbigh,



THE UNILVERSITY O PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS January 4, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener

Depertment of Mathematlcs
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wlener:

You must receive many requests to address
groups of physiclsts on the subjlect of cybernetics.
Is there any possibility that you might address our
loeal Physical Society on this subject? We can
promise you a capaclty audience made up of sclentists
from the two local Universities, many loecal industrial
laboratories, and members of interested groups who
would be invited as guests. We will, of course, pay
all your traveling expenses and a small honorarium.

Available dates are the first Thursday in
February, March, April, or May. We sometimes meet
on the second Thursday if a program cannot be arranged
for the first one. The first Thursday in February
sults us better than the others.

Is there any poesibility that you might
consider coming?

Sincerely yours,

D. Hallliday, Chalrman

Program Committee
Pittsburgh Physical Socliety

DH:hs
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Mr,.N ,N.Narayan Rao. .Dated: 10th December 1951,

Prof,Norbert Wiener,

Department of Mathematics,
Massachussetts Instituteé of TﬁchnOWOgv,
BO ST ON, Mass.

Dear Prof. Wiener,

Please allow me to introduce myself on behsalf
of the Association of Scientific Workers of Indig. For the past
few years this association has been working for the promotion of
Scientific knowledge by arranging periodic,meetings, organising
scientific groups etec.

Some members of the Bangalore Chapter of this
Association have been keenly interested for some time in arranging
a symposium on Cybernetica, About a dozen members belonging to the
Tndian Institute of Science, Central College and the Mental Hospital
of Bangalore and drawn from the fields of Mathematics, Physiecs,
Flectricnl and Aeronautical Engineering, Physiology and Psychology
have agreed to contribute to the symposium by presenting their
view points,

All of us ( who are mostly young men ) realise the
great demands of a subject like Cybernetics, but hope that a joint
approach to understand the possibilities of the new field will be
more fruitful than individual attempts, We feel, however, that our
main difficulty lies in presenting an integrated account of the
different approaches. Further we alao feel that the task of presenting
a suitable introduction to the subject is an extremely diffieunlt one
since none of the speakers feel competent to discuss the many sides
of the problem,

In this situation we felt that we should request you
to send us a message, which we should also 1like to serve the purpose
of introducing the subject. We shall therefore regard it not merely
a favour but an inspiration if you will be kind enough to do so as
early as possible. As this meeting is scheduled tentatively for the
third week of January 1952, we shall highly appreciate an Air Mail
reply.

Yours simerely,

sd/-

Secretary.

TRUE COPY.
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Nilo 16, Apt.2
Mexico, D."., Mexlco
January 4, 1952

ir. Jdsrome Rothstein =
Director, fvans Signal Laboratory
Balmay, N.d. -

Dear Mr. Rothstein:

"1 am very plesged with your recent ildeas and shall certainly
incorporate them 1in my new book on cybernetles. 1In particular I.
am infterected in the relation between cyberneties and cuantum theory.
While eyhernstice apart from ouantum theory pute a2 1limit on obeer-
vation, 1 think the chief dlfference made by cuantum theory is that
the 1limit in observation always occurs at precisely the same =cale
irrespective to slze of the system in whiech it oceurs. From the
oheservation pvolnt of view this means an intrinsiec limitation in ob-
cervatlon, so the more complex the system 18, the more unobservables
there are in direct proportion to this complexity. The five-dimsns-
ional ralativity CUwaﬂtﬂ an way of Btating this. There 1e a certain
phase ouantity which can not be obssrved ddirectly, but whiech is
necegssry tLo make the gystem deterministiec. I shall =z=nd you 2 copy
ef my paper as soon as my friend, Manuel Sandovael Vallarta, has had
a aloser look at 1lt, and you will see that 1t contains a2 good many
other ideas uniting modern physics.

My estay in Mexleo 1s soon.over, and by the end of January I
ehall be on the way home. I intend to epend a day or two with my
daughter in Morristown, N.Je., 2nd I chould like to know how I can
get in touch with you to talk over various sclentific matters face
to face. Fledst let me know where Belmar is and how I c¢an get there
from “orristown. But one word of cautionj I am giving no talks and
eh2ll come down solely for a private converﬂetjon with you.

Sincerely yours,



le 5 Janvier 19562

Editione de Deux Rives
Parie
France

Mesgleurs:

A ma sortie de France 11 y a2 dix hult mols, 1l
restait insur si vous voudriez traduire mon liveg, The
Human Use of Human Beings, ou non. A cette epoque-le,

j'avals promis a vous que sl vous accepieriez mon

. livre, je vous enverrels mon prochaln llvre d'interet
general. J'ai complete mon livre qui va epparaltre en
mers desne la malson Simon and Schuster, 630 Fifth
Avenue, New York, Le livre est intitule, Ex-Prodigy:
Childhood end Youth., Si vous avez publie ou sl vous
avez declde a publier mon livre precedent, Je reconnais
ici que vous avez lee drolts d'examiner mon livre nouveau,
et si vous le voulez a le publier, 8Si, par contre, vous
evez sbandonne votre idee = traduire The Humen Use of
Human Beings, je ne suls pas oblige a vous envoyer le
livre nouveau, Je vous envols cette léttre en attendant

une declsion prompte,
Veulllez sgreer, messieurs, mes sentiments les plus
cordilaux,

Norbhert Wiener
hb



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS —MEDICAL BRANCH

GALVESTON
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE THE JOHN SEALY HOSPITAL
THE SCHOOL OF NURSING THE CH!LDREN”S HOSPITAL
THE TECHNICAL CURRICULA THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL
THE POST-GRADUATE PROGRAM J’anuar-y ? th' s 1952 THE STEWART CONVALESCENT HOME
} } J

Dr, Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathmatics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Encouraged by a suggestion made by Dr. Faul Hempel,
Department of Philosophy, and Dr. Henry Margenau, Depart-
ment of Physics, both at Yale University, I write to
you because I think that it will interest and amuse you
to know that the name "Cybernetics" exists in philosophi-
cal literature already. It was coined by the Folish
rhilosopher Karol Liebelt in the middle of the last century.
His definition of "cybernetics" is: the art of governing
people, and he published a book simply entitled "Cyber-
netics™. If you are interested in more detalls about
TLiebelt and his book, I shall be glad to do my best in
order to supply you with some more information.

With kindest regards, I remain,

Yours very sincerely,

ADMLN AJ . Tonsh \K.""_"‘

Dr. Wiktor W. Nowinski
Associate Professor of
Biochemistry

WWN/1mg



9720 Kings Highway
Brooklyn 12, NY
Jan. 8, 1952

Honorable Dr, Norbert %iener

Professor of lMathematics
llass. Institute of Technology
Mass.

Honorable Prof.

As a junior collector of world famous autographs
I would be very proud to have your autograph for
nmy personal collection.

Respectfullj yours,

)(J-/ L,?_,Q /JL/c/,J» L/’&%/‘
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Robot Minds?
Scientist . Examines His
Machines And Turns To

Human Powers

THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN
BEINGS. By Norbert Weiner,
Houghton, Mifflin. $3.

Reviewed by DR. HARRY W. ETTELSON,
' Rabbl, Temple Israel, Memphis, -

HE QUESTION has face-

tiously =~ been asked,
| “What becomes of all the
bright ehildren in the
world?” The answer (in
spite of cynics and wits) is
that quite a number of them

arow up to become our think-
ers and doers, our leaders and
notables in general. A shining ex-
ample of a “prodigy who made
‘zood” is Dr. Norbert Weiner, whose
most recent book is the subject of
this review. :

Norbert Weiner graduated from
Tufts at 15 and at 19 he was a
{|Ph.D., of Harvard. He is now a
‘|distinguished professor of mathe-
!|matics at M.LT. However, though
' his specialty is in the field of
science, he received a thorough
training in the classics and the
‘| humanities under the tutelage of
his father, who was professor of
Slavie literature at Harvard,

Twofold Education

~

-y

his mind and spirit, reveals its in-
fluence in the views and attitudes
expressed in the little volume before
us. This is a popularized and very
much abbreviated version of his
large volume of some year or so
ago, under title of “Cybernetics,”
which aroused considerable discus-
sion.

There are certain sections of our
present book which, though as free
as possible from technical termin-
ology and electronic equations, may
yet he a little difficult to follow
by readers like myself, who do not
quite understand the prineciples of
feedback and entropy involved in
the making of the marvelous me-
chanical brains of the huge calcu-
lating machines, in which field Dr.
Weiner is one of the greatest au-
thorities. However, these sections
are only the smaller part of the
book; moreover, even they are not
so recondite as to keep the average
intelligent layman from following
the leading ideas which the main
chapterg of the book develop.

These leading ideas center about
. 'the concept of communication.
Speech .or language, written or
spoken, represents for Dr. Weiner
man’s greatest achievement in con-
trast to the lower animals. Thanks
to the recent technical advances in
communication, the power of speech
or language has been extended
tremendously and has correspond-
ingly increased man’s capacity for
zood or evil through its use or
abuse. Specifically, the astounding
computers and calculators now de-
veloped have again raised the ques-
tion, this time with greater urgency,
as to whether or not man will be
supplanted by the machines of his
invention and our society become a
society of rohots.

New Science Needed

Dr. Weiner thinks that this calls
for a new science, for which he has
coined the name *“Cybernetics”
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(based on the Greek root meaning
steersman or control-man at the
wheel). Cybernetics, according #
our author, deals with the prin-
ciples which should govern *“con-
trol and communication” as he-
tween man and machine; Like
technocracy and dianetics it seeks
.|to combine a scientific theory with
a philosophy for the social order.
Unlike technocracy and dianetics,
however, it derives its dynamics
less from - a concern about the
economies involved and more from
‘la solicitude for ethical wvalues.
‘| The most stimulating thing
about the book is that its author,
who has had so much to do with
the building of the socalled “think-
ing” machines, is duch a trenchant
champion of untrammeled thinking
for free men the world over, and
likewise such an ardent opponent
of amy dictatorship, political or
economiec, that would make man
into a machine or any ecclesiasti-
cal system that would tend to
create mere blind believers. The
title of the book is in itself heart-
ening and challenging.
Complications Appear

The chapters, in one phase or
another, explore the implications
or applications of this central
theme, Either they speak out
against tendencies and techniques
in modern civilization, which to
Dr. Weiner seem to threaten the
dignity of human personality, or
‘|they speak for certain attitudes
and policies which he thinks will
further human wvalues. It is his
wsistence that to get the ris

-

ions-en ; ly if we ask the
right questions. The matter isn't
simply one of “know-how"” but of
“what” and “why" as well.

Sl{_lei‘ce‘are,_a number of signifi-|
cant Ti..ghts and illuminating ideas
in the book in relation to eivil
rights, the free interchange of dis-
coveries between scientists of dif-
fereng countries, the evils of cen-
sorship, needed amendments to the
Patent Law, the conservation of
national resources, education hoth
on the school and  college level,
church and state, etc.

Some of the author's discussions
and observations are in the nature
of obiter dicta; others, let it he
frankly admitted, reflect personal
predilections and perhaps even
prejudices on his part. One may
not find oneself in agreement with
this, that or the other view ex-
‘pressed in the book. But no one
can read the book without feeling
that its author is a forthright
‘thinker as well as a forceful
‘g’ritir—one_tfn 1];rhom science and

e humanities have had a
‘hlending. HappY




UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 4

The School of Medicine

Tue Eiprioce REEVES JoHNnson
FounpaTioN FOR MEDICAL Prysics 8 January, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

My dear Professor Wiener:

You may recall that last spring you paid a2 visit to Oxford, where
you gave a talk to the Oxford University Scientific Club, and that
after your talk, and egain the following morning at your room in
Magdalen College, I tried to bring to your attention what I believe
could be an exceptionally fruitful field for the application of
communication theory, namely the field of molecular structure
determination bty X¥-ray diffraction. The electron density function
of a erystal is a pericdic function and consecuently 1s ecuivalent
to 2 (3-dimensicnal) array of Fourier coefficients; the magnitudes
of these coefficients out to a certsin maximum order can be measured
exverimentelly, but their phases cannot be measured. The problem is
to deduce that arrey of phases which, when associated with the observed
magnitudes, will yield a function which has the basie property of
any physical electron density function --- that is, which consists
solely of real, positive "lumps" of electron density corresponding
of course to the stoms of the structure. The shapes of the lumps
are aprroximately known in advence, and also the number of lumps
and the content of each, but their locations are not known.

Considerable progress has been made by crystallograyhers on this
problem. I myself, for example, have found very neerly the complete
solution for the case where all the atoms have the same, or nearly the
same, content (i.e., atomic number), though there remain unsatisfactory
features of my work. But there remains very much to be understood,
and I think that you might be sble to make a most important advance
in the field.

I have now returned to the United States, where I am a2 Fellow
of the Johnson Foundation, and T should be very pleasedi indeed if
T could discuss the problem with you and rerhaps interest you in it
sufficiently that you would have a real try at it. I would be glad
to come up to Cambridge to see you =2t any time that is convenient to you.

Sincerely yours, :

David Savre



Hupson HoAGLAND, PH.D., Sc.D.
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GREGORY PINcCuUs, Sc.D.
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SECRETARY TO THE BOARD

BRUCE CRAWFORD

222 MAPLE AVENUE
SHREWSBURY, MASS.

January 10, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert:

I am enclosing a copy of the announcement of the
forthcoming Thirteenth Conference on Science, Philosophy
and Religion to be held in September. You will note that
the topic is symbolism and there are few, if any, persons
better qualified to contribute to this subject than yourself,
I do hope you will see your way to submitting a paper and
participating in the Conference., Anything you would write
on cybernetics in relatior to this problem, or, for that
matter, anything else in the field of your interest would
be most stimulating to all of us,

With all best wishes,
Cordially yours,

Al

HH:B Hudson Hoagland

Enc,



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
3080 BEROADWAY
NEW YORK 27. N. Y.

RIVERSIDE 9-8000

Those present at the Twelfth Conference on Science,
Philosophy and Religion agreed that the subject for 1952 should
be "Symbols and Values," and the meetings are to be held from
September 2 to 5, 1952.

The informal committee which includes Lyman Bryson,
Louis Finkelstein, Harold D. Lasswell, Hudson Hoagland, R. M. MacIver,
Richard McKeon, and ourselves, hopes that you will find it possible
to be present. We also seek your help in clarifying, sharpening,
delineating, and concretizing the theme problem, namely, the
communication of ideas, particularly value judgments, through
symbols, considering the dangers, problems, and possibilities.

It was the consensus of the committee that, for the
purpose of the Conference, "symbol" should here be understood
as referring to that type of symbol, as distinguished from mere
sign, which conveys representation or is charged with value
significance. We will be mainly concerned with the use, as well
as the manipulation of symbols, in social relations, in religious,
political, economic, educational, and other group activities.

This broad subject of symbolism will probably also be
discussed at several succeeding conferences. In 1952 we plan to
explore, so far as possible, the ramifications and operational
implications of the problemn.

Knowing that you have given much thought to the question
of symbolism as it applies to your own studies and experiences,
we are Writing to urge that you prepare an essay for the Conference,
discussing communication through symbols in the light of your own
work. We would like to have the paper by March, if possible.

We would also very much like to have your suggestions
regarding development of the program, especially as to topics.

Now that the program is merely in its initial stages,
it would be particularly encouraging to hear that you are willing
to help us. Naturally, we would be glad to do anything possible
to clarify our plans, answering any questions that may occur to
you.



The Conference has available a small fund that can
cover the travel and hotel expenses of its paper writers.

We earnestly hope that we may hear from you in the
near future and that you will indicate the general focus of
your paper. A return sheet and envelope are enclosed for

your convenience,
Faithfully yours,

Ordway Tead
Chairman, 1952 Conference

Wendell M. Stanley
Vice-Chailrman

rb
enc.



Please return to:
Conference on Science, Philosophy and Religion

3080 Broadway
New York 27, New York

I expect to do a paper on "

f

I will send in a two hundred word summary by .

I regret that I cannot undertake a paper ’

Before reaching a decision, I would like to know the
following:

I would suggest that invitations to prepare papers be sent
the following: (Please give name and address)

Name

(Please use the back of this sheet if additional space is
required, )



ProrF. Dr. BALTH. VAN DER PoL

GENEVE ceneve, le10th January 1952

22, CHEMIN KRIEG

VDP/840

Professor N. Wiener,
Nilo 16, Apt. 2,
Mexico, D.F.,
Mexico.

Dear Wiener,

It was good to hear through your letter of November 2lst
that your health has much improved since you were here, and that you
have shaken off the terrible headache from which you suffered in
Geneva.

I am also glad to see from your letter that you are hard
at work again on what seems to me to be an extremely wide field, and
I need not say that I am looking forward to studying in detail your
theories once you have put them on paper.

You probably know that Wiesner asked me to find some-
body for him to study the correlation of the sun's activity with the
ionospheric properties. After he had told me that he could provide
living expenses for a scientist to be in Cambridge for about a year,

I am now trying to find someone to suggest to him.

Your daughter did visit us but unfortunately I was in
Paris at the time so my wife received her. My wife was glad to meet
your clever and very original girl, and I was very sorry to miss her.

Wishing you much success with both your physiological
and physical researches, and with my best regards to you both, also

on behalf of my wife,

Yours sincerely,

4
f )[XJ:\ g w/cf




1001 E Street
Belmar, N. J.
January 15, 1952

Professor N, Wiener
Nilo 16, Apt. 2
Mexico, D. F. Mexico

Dear Professor liiener:
Thank you for your letter of January A4th.

Morristown is not far from Newark or Elizabeth, from either of
which trains leave for Belmar, Both Pennsylvania Railroad and Jersey
Central trains make the trip in about an hour and twenty minutes,
Belmar is on the coast, about three miles south of Asbury Park, ten
miles or so south of Long Branch. To go by automobile, simply follow
a road map. From Hlizabeth one drives south along Route 1-9-25 (the
main north-south artery) turning off first wherever "Shore Points" are
indicated, then "Asbury Park", and finally six miles before Asbury Park,
where Belmar is indicated. Belmar is about an hour's drive from
Elizabeth. My home address is 1001 "E# Street, Belmar, home tele-—
phone, Belmar 9-0214R, At the laboratory, I can be reashed at Asbury
Park 2-7440, extension 592 or 302. I hope your travel plans are such
that there will be no conflict with the Physical Society keeting at
Columbia on Jamuary 31, February lst and 2d, which I am committed to
attend. Except for this, I can arrange my schedule to suit your con=
veniences In fact, should you be fatigued by travel, I would be will=
ing to visit you in Morristown, Princeton or New York, subject to the
above constraint on dates.

I am indeed looking forward to our meeting, our second one,
incidentally. You may recall my dropping in to see you for a few
minutes at M.I.T. a few years ago, when I spoke to you about random
vs. apparently random sequences in relation to the "completeness" of
quantum mechanics.

Sincerely yours,

Doy 1TLA

Jerome Rothstein

C;'.\.l;i ,’l/r: :)."jg ;:)'j
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SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
£\ publishers

ROCKEFELLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 - cABLE ADDRESS Essandess « TELEPHONE Circle 5-6400

January 17, 1952

My dear Professor Wiener:

While lir, Schuster was abroad several of us had an opportunity to read
THE BERT TWIG, end now that Mr, Schuster has returned, he has had the
opportunity to examine the manuscript and to discuss it with us.

Unfortunately, none of us feels that, in its present state, the book would
be very well received by the general publie, There is no guestion but that the
work affords a good desl of fascinating insight into the problems =- social,
psychological, and familial — of the Wunderkind, Yet, the very special
nature of this problem, as well as certain natural reticences, 1limit the appeal
of the book. In its present shape, the manuscript presents some very fundamental
and fascinating editorial problems that I should be delighted to have the
opportunity to discuss with you in person and very frankly if you had any
inclination to do so -~ and if, of course, it could be made geographically
Teasible., At the moment, I realize that this is almost certainly impossible;
and as you will almost certainly be wanting to send the manuscript to another
publisher who may appear less wrong-headed, I feel bound to return the manuscript
to you.

I should add that one of the reasons we all looked forward so much to
reading your book was the enthusiasm for Dr. Norbert Wiener expressed to both
Mr, Schuster and myself by our good friend Irwin Edmen. I therefore write this
letter with an especially strong sense of disappointment and regret.

Very fincerely yours,
/ {Am
Henry W, Simon, Senior Editor
Professor Norbert Wiener
Nilo 16, Apt. 2

Mexico, D.F. Mexico

HWV3:jge
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY

EUSTON 4400 GOWER STREET, W.C.1

Professor J. Z. Young, MA., F.R.S.
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CLEVELAND CLINIC

2020 EAST 23R STREET

CLEVELAND 6, OHIO

RESEARCH DIVISION

January 22, 1952

TO: AUTHORS, NEUROCHEMISTRY VOLUME
FROM: Invine H, Pege

The msnuscripts are prectically all in the hends of
the publisher, and the editors wonder whether any of
you care to have them back for a quick revision before
they go to press. It always tskes longer to get & book
in print then is anticipated. Therefore, if you feel
it will not hold up the menuscript's going to press,

we could return it to you if you would send it back
immediately. Otherwise, it would be much better to
leave it with the publisher and not hold the
publication of the book.

up
I think you will all be pleased to know that the
manuseripts are excellent and therefore the bLOOK should
serve 8 highly useful fuaction.



SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

NORMAN - OKLAHOMA

Jamary 22,1952

Dr.Norbert Wiener

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge ,Mass.

Dear Doctor Wiener:

I am nerving myself to write to you Jjust
after devouring your two books,Cybernetics,and
The Human Use of Human Beings. I cannot remember
ever having a more exciting evening with a book.
T hope you will forgive me for being so late in
discovering your work,and let me come in anyway.
Because,by Joe,you are saying clearly in mathematics
something I have been laboring with for twenty-
five yearsy I congratulate you,sir,and I find
myself tremendously thrilled by what you have to
Saye

Probably you never heard of me, But I used
to be one of the writers you regard with such
justified lack of enthusiasm in Chapter IX of
Human Use. A dozen years ago,plagued with an
Tncessant floek of would-be writers on my door-
step,all wanting to know how,and intrigued by
the English Department dietum that it is "impossible™
to make selling fiction writers,I joined the
faculty here at The University of Oklahoma,
coaching student writers,

T think this may be of more interest to
you than I have indicated so far. The eventual
result here was that we started producing writers
who actually sold,not just one or two,but many of
them. Their sales now run far up into the hundreds
annually,and cover nearly the whole world. Thus,one
lad wrote a best seller,Tokio Romance,in Japanese,
another's first book was printed in Paris and so far
has gone through eight editions,including Spanish and
Ttalian translations,still others sell Saturday Lvening
Post and Collier's serials and short stories,we have
listed a large number of book sales running all the way
from scholarly works to paper backed novels---they pay



SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

NORMAN - OKLAHOMA

%#2,000 advance for those things,you know and some of them make
as much as 315,000 and more for the author---movies(The Bend of
the River,current movie is from the book of a student,Bill
Gulick) well,sales running from the literary magazines through
and including the Sunday School publications,

Now what will interest you about this,or at least so I
hope,is that it has been done on a Pattern,which,so far as I
can follow you,seems to be very close t0,if not exactly what
you are outlining in Cybernetics.

I believe I am safe in saying that no similar classes in
the world approach us in consistent number of sales,ap range
of sales, And this has been going on now for a dozen years.
Professor W.S.Campbell,"Stanley Vestal,"my colleague and I
have been working patiently with little encouragement,and
you can imagine,away out here,practically no natural
advantages to prove it can be done, It can bel

But what wholly fascinated me about your books was
when I followed you point by point,and not only found myself
agreeing,but realized also you were stating something I
myself had arrived at independently sometimes years agol
Your point of machine slavery(Cybernetics,Introd,Pg.37,and
also in Hyman Use) for example, Over ten years ago I was
trying vainly to sell the New York editors I knew a book
on that very subject---and I knew & great many of the oafs,
being at that time still counted by my editors among the
ten top action writers in the magazine field. I got
exactly nowhere. So,you can understand how wistfully I
congratulate you on getting the thing not only said,but
in print}

There is a lot more, I think I must have counted close
to a hundred points of close,if not exact,agreement of
your books with the doctrines I teach these youngsters
down herejand I think that is amazing,considering that
our fieldsscarcely could be farther apart. But I thought
you might like to know,

As an instance,what you call feedback we call flashback
in fietion technique and so far as I can see,it's exactly
the same thing. Its ficetional purpose is to facus the story,
to sharpen the outlines, just as you write factually on Pg.l1l57
Cyberneties., The breakdown phenomenon you describe on Pg.1l90,
Humen Use we also recognize at the decision point of a
story. And we distinguish further between what you call
intention tremor and Parkinsonianism(though we use other
terms,of course) by making that visible to the student,
You can see it happen,along with other parts of a plot,
simply by holding a bi-convex lens,an ordinary reading glass,




SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

NORMAN - OKLAHOMA

right against your eye and looking through it at some bright
object six or eight feet away. As you move the glass toward

the object,the upright image blurs and disappears(this is what

we call the Black lMoment in fiction plot) and as the subject

tries to find the image again he makes those motions you describe}
Still further,you can often tell whether'he®s fictionally far-
sighted,seeing only the end of the plot(which would be Parkinson's
disease,though I never until now made the association) or
fictionally near-sighted with good intentions---intention tremor,
whiech is another brand new term for me}

Forgive me for writing such a lengthy letter,and no
need to answer this at &ll,unless you wish. But I thought you
might be interested. Naturally,as artists of a sort,we go a
bit farther out on the limb than you,or at least your books,do,
and I think we have a point or two that you omit, Wasn't it
Leibniz who said,"More frequently will he who does not
understand an art{or a science either}) find something new
than he who does?" We use Leibniz’monad too,by the bye,which
probably will horrify both you and the great philosopher,

Still,on the universal principle that fools will rush
in I couldn't resist writing in to say,thank you for a grand,
intellectual advanture,and my wistful congratulations! A man
who can make today's publishers print Truth is not only a

seer,he's a genius}
Yours mo;;rgdmixingllf

Foster Harris
Associate Professor
Journalism



Nilo 16, ‘pt.
Mexieo,; D.F. Mexleo
January 22, 19582 :

Prof. D. Halllday

Depsrtment of Phyeles

The Univereglity of Plttsburgh
Pittsburg 13, Pennsylvanla

Dear Professor Halllday:

The firest wave of my effort of cybernetlies has by
now spent itself. Before I care to face further audlences
on the subject, I think I should have 2 good two years
to renew my ldeag and to write what will be not an in-
troduction to the ides of cybernetiecs, but a compre-
hensive snd thousht out treatice of the sublect. 1In
~addition, the last few years of lecturing efforts have
shown me that the lecture platform takes more out of me
in onergy and fatigue than I can well afferd. I must
therefore regretfully deelineto aceept further lecture
engagements for a considerable time in the future,

Sincerely yours,

Laws 1)33)5]



Nilo 16, Apt. 2
Mexleo, D.F. Mexleo
January 22, 1952

M. Robert Latour

23 Bd. de la Libertd
Rennees (Tav,.)

France

Ther M, Latour:

11 me parait peu probsble qu'on pulsse enréristrer
par dse appareils en dehorsg du corps humain encore plus
au'on obtlent par 1'slectroencephelorraphie; cuoidue les
aneephelogrammes contiennent besucoup d'inférmation =sur
les procédés nerveux du sy-teme humain, leur interpreta-
tion reste toujours 1incertaine et obscure. ‘vec les
bruits du fond insdparsble de chanue apparell pour rece=
voir les glgneaux trgs faible, 11l me semble cue nous
sommes tres loin de la possibilité d'employer profite-
blement un tel appsreil. Je ne nle,vas aue dane 1l'=zvenire
lointain nous pourrions développer 1'electro-sncephelo~-
graphie 2 un tel dtst de perfection; mals pour le prd=ant
11 me semble, cue vos iddes manguent tout point d'appul
pratique. ‘ o s

Veulllez agréer, Monsleur, a mee sentimente respectusux,



Nilo 16, Apt. 2
Mexico, D.¥. Mexleo
January 22, 1952

‘Mr, Jerome Rothstein °
1001 E Street
Belmar, N.Jd.

Dear Mr. Rothetein:

T ghall arrive in New York late on the nlzht of
the 28th of thie month. I shall probably leave there
Friday, February first. 1 am tentatively making recer-
vations at the Hotel Alzonquin on 44th Street, and if
1 am unable to get rooms there, 1 chall at least c2ll
there for my correcpondéance. I ghall get in touch with
you when I arrive in New York, by telephone.

Sincerely yours,



Nilo 16, Apte 2 -
Yexico, D,F. Mexlco
January 22, 1952

vir, David Sayre

The School of Medleline
University of Pennsylvania
Fhilzadelphia 4, Penn,

Daar Mr, Sayre:

. I appreciste your letter from the University of
Ponnsylvania as to the gusstion of molecular structure
by X ray diffraction. I may have told you that the work
~f Patterson leading to the Patterson dlagram was done
under consultation with me. Howsver, I agree wilth you,
that. there ie gt1ll mueh to be done with the information
problem by which we learn molscular structure. 1 have
not yet approached the problem from the rolint of view
of structure informstion theory, but I intend to do so
in the future, and I would like to see the results.

1 ehall be in Cambridge from about the Tirst of
February on, and I shall be glad to see you at my office
any time you come up. Only plaase write a letter so that
my gecretary msy see that my abeent-mindedness may not
gauee us to miss one ancther.

Sincerely yours,

*aa 1faaisal



DR. LEO DUB Dr. Leo Dub,

45 o iiyes Kt Lecturer
;5%3«?/ Xéﬁiinﬁ?ﬁi‘ée 34 711

INNSBRUCK
Austria

24th January 1952

Secretary _ : AT
Massachusett® Institute of Technology RECEIVED
Cambridge, Yass. FEQ 11 1952
Dear Sir:s A, f_l?\"‘sb'\f,"v".r QFFICE

I should like to mention the method of =olar Heating developed
at your Institute in one of my lectures here.
Could you let me have a reprint of an article about ~olar

Heating describing this method in terms which a layman would
ud erstand ?

Another theme which I should like to mention is Cybernetics.

Is there a reprint of an article which describes the mthod
in simple language 7

lly lectures are supposed to give the Austrian people information
about American achievements. '

Very sincerely yours,
‘jf r[_—‘_- --_%_"JC’\-‘\-(‘
Dp. “eo Dub ™77

[ 'ﬁ.(‘f,-} _‘?/; g/ﬁ-:}j



Social Science Research Councﬂ

WASHINGTON OFFICE
726 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.

American Anthropological Association American Political Science Association American Statistical Association
FRED EGGAN, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ARTHUR W. MACMAHON, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PHILIP M. HAUSER, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
RALPH L. BEALS, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT DON K. PRICE, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CLEARING HOUSE HOLBROOK WORKING, STANFORD UNIVERSITY

LOos ANGELES CHARLES FAIRMAN, STANFORD UNIVERSITY 8. 8. WILKS, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

WENDELL C. BENNETT, YALE UNIVERSITY

Amer;cnn ECOHOII‘I;C AJJDC;ﬂtiOﬂ American P!YCLIOIOS;I:EJ. Assnciation

f E i
GEORGE W. STOCKING, VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY ::-t; :L:;&:IE:&‘uc':::::'l:vuo,;v:';;:ﬁ“ Directors-at-Large
HAROLD A. INNIS, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO ROBERT R. SEARS, HARVARD UNIVERSITY J. FREDERIC DEWHURST, TWENTIETH CENTURY FUND
THEODORE W. SCHULTZ, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ROBERT B. HALL, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
WILLARD HURST, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
. 5 . . e - - . . ALEXANDER LEIGHTON, CORNELL UNIVERSITY
Ameru:nn Hlstoncal Alloclltlon Amcrlcm S()cmloglcal Socuty DONALD G. MARQUIS, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

SHEPARD B. CLOUGH, COLUMBIA UNIVERBITY LEONARD 8. COTTRELL, JR., CORNELL UNIVERSITY FREDERICK OSBORN, NEW YORK CITY
ELMER ELLIS, UNIVERSITY OF MISBOURI DOROTHY 8. THOMAS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA MALCOLM M. WILLEY, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
ROY F. NICHOLS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LOWRY NELSON, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA DONALD YOUNG, RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION

Officers snd Stsfft PENDLETON HERRING, PRESIDENT; PAUL WEBBINK, VICE-PRESIDENT; ELBRIDGE SIBLEY, EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE;
BRYCE WOOD; ELEANOR C. ISBELL; JOSEPH B. CASBAGRANDE; CAROLYN E. ALLEN, FINANCIAL SECRETARY

We shall be grateful for your appraisal of the candidacy of
Kerl W. Deutsch
for a Faculty Research Fellowship of the Social Science Research Council.
For the guldance of the awarding committee, we are seeking the advice not
only of those named by the candidate as references but also of others who
may be able to offer significant judgments.

Enclosed herewith are a leaflet briefly describing the Faculty
Research Fellowship Program, copies of the nomination form and candidate's
project statement, and a blank report form for your comments. Will you
be kind enough to return the last three items in the enclosed prepaid
envelope?

Your report might helpfully include comment on the following
and any other pertinent matters:

1. How would you compare this candidate's abilities, accom-
plishments, and promise of future research achievement with those
of other workers of his age in the same field?

2. What is your judgment of his proposed research program?

3. From what you know both of the candidate and of his situa-
tion, would you predict that he would be able and likely to take
full advantage of an appointment of the type which he seeks?

4. Do you think that the candidate is now at a stage in his
career at which he would derive the maximum benefit from a period
of freedom for independent research?

With thanks for your anticipated response, I am

Sincerely yours,

Ctoniye X-AC.]
Elbridge Sibley



e . : &
~ PRELIMINARY NOMINATION for FACULTY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP ~
PLEASE RETURN e
_ Lt social Science Research Council ORRUE T
+SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
726 JACK ON FLACE - 8.5 RC WASHDL
e WASHING IO 6—B-C Bls R,

This form miusi be accompanicd by 2 one-bage statentent by the nomires, indicating the type of work e would wndertake 3f swarded w fellownsbip and what
related work be bar alveady dove; awil @ onr-puge letter fram the spomsor, indicating bis veasons for proposing the momince amd his willingness fo endeavor o
secure from the umiversity or coliege the commitments indiceted in the unnouncenent of the fellowships, in the event that an wward sbould be condemplated.
To permit reproduction vf copies for review by commitiee members, this form and both sttachments wnst be Pypewsitivn with a vevy black vibbon, on only one
side of the iranslucent paper su ppited herewith. :

Nemé of sominee KBTL Wolfgang Deutsch

Dept, of English and History

Pasition aSSOCiaj’e. Professor Ot!:"__stcr:f_ e eireare e D partesent.
Institntion Massachusetts Institute of TachnlogY . . e L, L : e A B2 shasi

Academic degrees, and other araduate study -(l'ud’ir‘aﬁng daies, instituiions, and felds of :Imiyi:DO FOI . SCi LR Chaz‘lps Unive_rsa._ty, -
Prague, 1938 (joint degree: Political Science; Law and Legal Historys Economics);
Ph.D, Hapvard, 1951 (Government: International _Relations; Politicel Theory;

Comparative Government; History; International Law; Econonics)

Major field of vesearch interest: . “qe&etta(&hﬁd:ﬁhﬁet A_!_ e e e i e i s it e e e .

o o Py s e e o e e e i e s e e e it S ey et T R R RS B S AR =2 - —iE S

yar attached sheet B,

Gitetion of published work which besi exemplifies nomince’s achicvement in mmcb:.,fon,k.applina_nt..'.s wartime ressarch,

. 19hk=LS, See attached sheet B. -

Name and title of & senior facuily member in Thiv institntion ('utbﬂ; than the thoutor signing this wamination) who is well scquainted with tbe womizee’s roscarch

intevest and work:. Noxfbeﬂ Hiﬁ)ﬁ;:;Prgie_isor__@f.Pg”.tb_ema*-ri(‘-@,i‘f;l -Tlv‘....i.;hgl...‘_..._._.‘, kil WX p e WEE
T . ?ﬁ‘\ ;
Names, titles, and addvesses of lwa perions nol sttached to this institution who can offer informed judgmeni of the nominee's qunlificaitons: Professor
Rupert Fmerson, Department of Covernment, Harvard University; Prof. Hans Rohn, Dept,
of History, College of the City of New Yorks; Prof. Siegnund Neumann, Dept, of Government,
wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn. ' :

Swad 4 Pent sl

Siguature of nommee.

Mail address of noninee 81 Kilburn Road, Relmont 18, Massachusetlis N
Name of spousor {please type) . . :IOhn Eny E‘“l"ChE‘I‘d -
Paiition. - Dean - e _ ..Department. . _ SGhOOl of Hm“anities, M-_] oT_'o

Signature of sponsor . . Cj’_,'ﬁl\—J W o i, ’./I o /52_

J-4838



ggggggad Reaearcﬁ and Relatad Work Alreaéginana

I am applying for a Faewlty QEsaarch Fellowship, baginning 1n 1952/53, in qrdgrﬁ";u;j
to complete a major comparative study of nationalism and the growth of natigpg&‘ R

This study was bepun some years ago, to be carried out in-three stages: (1) 2
tentative statement of concepts and analytical procedurss, withh a few examples to
illustrate proposed techniques; (2) a survey of historieal, linguistie, statistical,
geopraphic and cultural dabta regarding the early stazes of the prowth of natiomal
unity or diversity in variows areas, up %o the impact of the Industrial Hevolutions
and {2) a studv of nationalism and intermationalism under the impact of industriali-
nation, The results of each stage wers to be published as a separate book:

'_I. Nabionalism and Social Uormmnication; IT, The Growth of Nations in Tty Early

Btages; I1l, Nationallsm and Internationalism Tn The Industrial Srae

The firgt of thase proposed books is in the hands of the publisher and is
scheduled for publication this sprinre A short mamiscript version of this volume
was awarded the Sumner Prize in Political Ssience at Harvard in 1951. The work to
be completed now conglsts of the sscond and third stases of the program. - s

These stages are the decisive part of the project. . The analyitic methods in=
volved a muther of new concepts and techniauss derived from the theory of commnisation
and control, but to prove their usaiulness, siuch concepts and techniques must be
apolied to broad ranges of historical and statistical data; thay should aid in the
cuantitative trestment of data now available and point out new classes of relevant
data for collection and treztment. Lhe main part of the work under the o ntmmplated

grant would consist in actiually collectine such data, testing the proposed concepts
and hypotheses arainst theam, adﬁ’chan ing these concepts where necessary in their
light, About one~half of the chapters of the second and tha third books exist now
in the form of first drafts; and there are notes and {iles for the rest. %o

complete these two books on the necessary scale will require asserbling large

nombers of specific facts; and a ravision of the initial. conceptual scheme, in so
{ar as necassary, will be incorporated in the third volwnas ;|

The aim of the work would be a better structural and cuantitaztive nnderstans

of the processes of national development, national separation, political fe‘era”ijm,

and egoriomic unione I sesk no rigid predictiona, but T hope to £ind some falrly
reliable quantitative indicators of the scale of the processes invelveds Buch

indicators showld make il easier to estimate in each case the probable price to
ba paild for separatism or federution, the rise of a new national lanruage, or the
merging of som=2 old mational identity into a new one: what will be tha order of
marnitude of the time reguired, the mumbers of people involwved, the changas in ;-

1ts and institutions, the deonomic costs, and the political and eultural

- ad jnstmentssd

Compared to such woll-known works as ans Kolm's Jdea of ilatienalism and
Le O dneare's Foderal Covernment, the proposed study would ask under what conditions
oither nationalistic ideas or federal institutions find sustained popular support.
The comparative study of these conditions in many geographic and cultural areas
should eventually furnish a basis for strengthening certain aspects of the current
programs of "irea rescarch' and the study of underdsveloped countriez - all of
hich zre now often deal with nationalism in ad hoo terms. '

-
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"lationalism, Comminication and Comminity," 4in L. Pryson, ad., Perspectives on a In o

UMechanism, Urpenism and Society," Philosophy of Science, July 1951, pp. 230-252, .
"Innovation, Pnirepreneurship and the Learning Process," in Harvard Univarsity, Research
Center in Untreprensurial History, Changes and the Entrepreneur, Cambridee, Harvard
University Press, 1949, pp. 2Li=29, . ‘
"The Value of Freedom," Pari I, Tha American Scholar, Springz, 1948, PPe 150-1603 Part II,
ibide, Swmer 1948, pp. 323-335; (abriged version in L. Bryson, ed.y, Learning and World
Peaca, New York, Harper; 198, pp. 63-50,)

"The Brisis of Peace and Power in the Atom fge," in L, Dryson, eda, Conflicts of Power in
Fodern Cultnre, New York, Harper, 1947, pp. 606-657. (Japanese translation in Norinaga I1ino,ed.
Toleyo, 1949.)

"problems of Justice in International Territorial Disputes," in L. Eryson, eds, Approaches
Yo Oroup Understanding, New York, Earper, 1947, pp. 237-270.

"intl-Semitic Ideas in the Middla iges: Tnternational Civilizations in Expansion and Conflicty
Js of the History of Tdeas, 6, April 1945, vo. 239-251. : '

"The Sconomic Factor in Intolsrensce," in L. Zryson, ede, Approachos to Mational Tnity,
llew York, Harper, 1945, pp. 35H-386,

"Medieval Unity and tha Economic Conditions for an International Civilization,” Canadian dJe
of Seonomice and Political Scienge, 10, February 19hk, pp. 18-35,

"Tha Trend of Zuropean Kationalism: the Lencuaze Aspect," American, Political Science Leview,
vole 26, no. 3, June 1942, pps 533-5i1.

%Some Teonomic Aspects of the Hise of Nationalistic and Hacial Pressure Groups," Canadian J«
of Eeonomics and Politieal Science, ve 8, n. 1, February 1942, po. 109-11%.

IN PROCESS OF PURLICATIDR:

Nationalism and Socisl Commnicntion, Cambridge, Fassachusebts,Institute of Technology Press,
pad. schad, Spring 1952,

“Nationalism and the Sacial Scienbists," in Eleventh Symposium on Science vhilosophy and
¥4 -2
helicion, Mew York, Farper, pub. sched, garly 1952,

"Commimication in Self-fosarning Organizations,” in TwelBth Symposium on Seience, Philosophy
and helimion, New York, Harper, pub. scheds in late 1952, (Also to appear in a volume on
ths thsory of organization edited for Columbia University by C. CU. Lisnau,)

A Bibllomrfaphy of Nationalism and National Development: Select Works in the Soeial and
Natural Sciances, 193¢ Accepted Tor puolication, Institufe for the Umiby of Science,
Ruerican Aecademy of Arts and Sciences, 1952, The, comleted {irst draft of this biblin-
graphy 15 now being mimeographed and mailed to a number of specialists for final additions,
comments OPF rovisions.

AOEX COMPLETED:

"Iniformities in the Growth of Nations", paper read at the Anmual Heeting of the American
Historical Association, Decembar 1551; to be published in some historieal or sooial
scienos journals
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Surmer Prize in Political Science, Harvard University, 1951. i

Associate, University Seminar on Organization, Columbia University, 1951/52

Pallow, Conference on Science, Pailesophy and Relirion, 1951.

SER

e

Associate Professor, History, KIT, 1947 -

‘Chief, Southern Republ%cs saction, Office of Research and Intellizence, Departmnent
oi State, 15lLb. - y

i vertilicate of Merit, Research and Analysis Branch, 0.8.3., 19453 for Girecting
& ‘ research on cerbain chases of Latin American nationalism and Axis ideologies.

dember, International Secretariat, United Naetions Confercnce on Internasional
: Crgoanization, San Frangisce, 1IL5.

Chief, Latin American Political Subdivision, Ressarch and Analysis Sranch, 088, , 1945,
Chief, South American Section, Research and Analysis Branch, 0:5:3es 19:k.
Assistant Professor, History, iI7, 1o4ii-L7e

Instruetor, iistory and International Relations, #IT, 19L2-Lli



WiLLIAM A. LEBRECHT
920 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEw York 32, N. Y.

WADSWORTH B-3868 ol 2
January 26, 1952

@

iener
Institute of Teechnology

iy céusin lire TeasOerley- Diechlgasse 34, Vienna is a writer who
specializes in questions and problems of a new type of automatic machinery
produced in this countrye.

He asked me a few days ago to convey this enclosed letter - which is
self-explanatory - to vour address.T+ would be a great pleasure to me,
if you can comply with the wiches of my cousin and I am
/
verf truly yours

e VeseLebrecht

encles

[ ang P fd Y/SJ:]



W. £. OERLEY
Dishlgasse 34 Jenuary 15th, 1952
Vienna, V.

Mistria §

Profs Norman Wiener,
I'essachusetts Imstitute of Technology.
Boston, Ifasss

Dear Siri-

About nine months sgo "Time" published an mrticle shout your
address on thle possibility of eyuipping fectories with fully autometic
machinerys In conrection with your speech & Mr. Luther Gulick was quoted
on the geme subject. "Time" however furnished only an very sketchy and
unsetisfying outline. I am very much interested in obtaining additional
informations:

(1) from the technicel point of view
{e) on what principles such automctic contrivences sre opersting
(b) whether or not such sutometic mechines ere slready in
existence and - if so - what kind of work d® they perform
(2) from the economic point of view
(¢ ) necessary investments for suech machines
(d) costs of operasting them
{e) percenteze in lowerinz production costs
(f) seving of man power
(3) from the socisl point of view
(z) possihility of dnemployment for unskilled lsbourer and
gertein types of skilled workmen
(h) pogsibility of ingcressed demsnd for other types of work-=
men =nd specislists
(4) from the consumer's point of view
(1) will sutomstic production incresse stendardization and
: uniformity of products g
(i) will sutomstie productien further incrase ths difficul-
ty of chenging products

I heve tried very hard to find or to obtein such informations here in
Austria, but upt to now without success. The reagon why I teke the 1li-
berty of writing to you is to incuire whether or not you are in & posi-
tion - end if so willing = to assist me in obtaining ths necessary data.
My meteriel or informstions on that suhject or sdvise, where I could
obtein meterial or infermetions would be of grestest velue to me.

Hoping that .m'request ist not too grest sn imposition on your vesjuable
time, I remsiny dear 3ir, thanking you in ddvence for vour kind interest

very truly yours;

L.a4w.7

W.A, Oberley
Diehlgasse 3
Vienna, V., “ustria




Sheldon Court
Ithaca, New York

January 28, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiéner
Chailr of Mathematics
Massachusette Institute
of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr., Wliener:

I am enclosing a letter of introduction from Mrs.
Frances Ancker Stierham.

As 1s stated 1n the letter, I wlll graduate thils
June from Cornell University with the degree of Bachelor
of Engineeering Physlcs. I am interested in pursuing a
graduate course of study at M. I. T.

In case you are not famillar with the Englneering
Physics curriculum, sir, I will give you a brief descrip-
tion of 1t.

In our Tive years of study, we take as many courses
in both mathematics and physics as majors 1in these flelds.
I will have taken 13 physics courses (each full course)
and 10 mathematics courses, and applied courses in physius
in addition. Also, courses in electrical englneering and
materlals to a large extent, besides addltlonal courses
L the other englneering flelds, fewer in number. In short,
the course 1s a comprehensive as well as intenslive one.

Because of the wide variety of material covered, I am
not completely certain the course of study I wish to pursue
as a graduate student. I have narrowed my cholce down to two
departments: Physics and Englineering Administration. I ask
your advice on these. I would like to eventually be a con-
sulting engineer in the field of engineering physics, 1if
such a field could concelvably exist; that is to say, engin-
eering with the theory behind it (the physics and the mathem-
atics) of concern to me as well. I fear the physics may be
too theoretical to be practical and the other the reverse,
Perhaps I can offer further clarification to you.

I have another problem you may be able to advise me
about. I am interested in getting my doctorate as well as my
master's degree, Would it be poesible to obtain the former
in three year's time, omitting the master's if necessary to
1imit the time of study to the three years. Or would you

advise my obtaining both degrees?



I reallze that if I were to study the Administration
course this could not be done because of the numerous courses
in that field that I would have to make up before going on
to graduate study proper.

Further, Iwould not like to see my training in mathematics
and physics be wasted, although administrative engineering
holds an appeal for me.

I would appreclate any time you could devote to me, sir,
and thank you very much for 1it.

Respeectfully yours,

yj Y Menan)

P.S. I am holding my application blank untll I hear from you,
in order to fill in the department of my cholce.

v i1z JeaTl
[,ga.;l; {1508 o



Jamuary 23, 1952

Dear Cousin Iorbert:

I am hoping that this letter may serve to acquaint
you with a young Cornell student of Engineering Physics,
who is now in his final year at Corneli Universityes

Philip Sherman is a nephew of the most prominent
pulp qagazine editor who ever built up a magagine-chain
in this country, Leo largulies. And as you may remember,
it was Leo Margulies who was so ilnterested in getting
hold of some of your sclence fiction storles Lfor his
magazines. At tnat time, however, you were absorbed in
your writing of the book, THE HUMKAIN UsE OF HUMAMN BETEGS,
as well as your sci@ntific work in HNMexico.

Anything you might be able to do that would advise
Philip Sherman as to waﬂt course to follow in his desire
to pursue a post-graduate course at l.I.Te. would be very
deeply appreciated by your cousin,

?*JM&HYMUQk_

Frances Ancker Stierhem
321 East li13rd Street
New York City






3heldon Court
Ithaca, New York

January 30, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematlcs

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

When I wrote to you two days ago, sir, I spoke rather
generally and did not in any way indicate what course of
gstudy I intended to follow were I to be admitted to M. I. T.

Since that time I have tentatlively decided upon a
field that combines solid-state physics and metallurgy. I
——have written to Profs. Morse and Cohen of these depart-
ments, respectively, for advice.

I write to you with this information because I feel 1t
might be of some value to you in suggesting to me a reason-
able course of study. Perhaps I have sssumed too much 1ln the
way of what you are able to do for me. If.so, I am sorry.
Forgive me. I do not wish to take up too much of your tiume.

I thank you for any considerations at all.

Respectfully yours,

Yty W sHheeems]
s



SIMON AND SCHUSTER, INC.
publishers

ROCKEFELLER CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 « CABLE ADDRESS Essandess « TELEPHONE Cirele 5-6400

January 31, 1952

Prof. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass,

My dear Prof. Wiener:

I was delighted to have you drop in the other day and to
have the opportunity to discuss your manuscript with you with entire
frankness and to reach a tentative agreement about the publication.
This is my understanding: during the course of the summer, you plan
to begin revising and rewriting along the lines we discussed. When
you have completed a nortion cf the work - say about 50 pages - you
will send them on to me to see whether we agree that the book promises
to be one which we shall want to go ahead with. If the indications
are clear that we see pnretty much eye to eye, we will then either
draw up a contract or, if there is still doubt in either your mind or
ours, continue this arrangement until we can be more certain. Should
you strike a snag at any time, I stand, of course, ready to pitch in
with any ideas and suggestions I may have or be able to elicit from
my colleagues at Simon and Schuster.

Meantime, I am enclosing a check for $250.00. This amount, it
is understood, is sent primarily as an expression of good faith on our
part in the real possibilities of your successfully completing the
autobiographical manuscript at present entitled THE BENT TWIG which we
shell be very much pleased to have the opportunity to publish. Its
acceptance by yourself corroborates, of course, your already expressed
willingness to undertake the revisions and to submit the results to
Simon and Schuster before any other American publisher. If we finally
write a formal contract, the $250.00 will be regarded as a pnortion of
the advance azainst rovalties we will then be in a position to offer.
1f, for any reason, Simon and Schuster does not publish the book but
some other publisher does, the $250.00 is returnable.

If the above paragraphs meet with vour approval, will you be
good enough to sign the enclosed carbon, thus formally giving corrobora-
tion to this informal agreement.

Very, sincerely yours,

/,' e,
HWS: BH Henry “W. Simon
Encl. check for Simon and Schuster
LIS. - I ‘J,.:li

[(,.,r.‘e,; AL T {Sd]



