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THE DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING

TENNIS COURT ROAD,

CAMBRIDGE.

TELEPHONE 58231.

2nd January, 1952,

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Viassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Jambridge,
ass e 9

J. S.A,

Dear Professor Wiener,

recently I had the very great pleasure of reading your
"Cvbernetics" for the first time and I was struck by some close
correspondence of ideas with the theory of chemical reactions in
open systems, In case this work may be of interest to you I am
taking the liberty of sending a copy of one of my papers (others
are concerned with the continuous reaction processes of the
chemical industry) together with a paper by one of my collaborators
vps, Moore.

Yours sincerely,

Denbigh,



THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS January €, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

You must receive many requests to address
groups of physicists on the subject of cybernetics.
Is there any possibility that you might address our
Local Physical Society on this subject? We can
promise you a capacity audience made up of scientists
from the two local Universities, many local industrial
laboratories, and members of interested groups who
vould be invited as guests. We will, of course, pay
all vour traveling expenses and a small honorarium.

Available dates are the first Thursday ln
February, March, April, or May. We sometimes meet
on the second Thursday if a program cannot be arranged
for the first one. The first Thursday in February
suits us better than the others.

Is there any possibility that you might
zonsider coming?

Sinccrely yours,

D. Halliday, Chairman
Program Committee
Pittsburgh Physical Soclety

DH:hs



Asgociation of Scientific Workers of Judia
BANGALORE BRANCH

I.C.€ Dept
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE

BANGALORE 3 (INDIA)
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1 97 very nla-c7d with your recents Î2ess end shall corteinly
inro-norets Lhon in ny new hook on cybernaties. In verticuler I

cuin7re-Led in the rel-tion Fetwesn cyhernetics snd cuantum theory.
‘nile evrernstice spart fron nuantum theory nutes 2 linit on obrer-
yrtion, 1 thin: tHha chlef difference node by ~uantun theory lg thot

JeiitIn observ=-tion always oneurs at nrecirelv the same -c-le
jxie-n'etive Lo si7e of the eystem in which it oreurs. From the
or -rvstion moist of view this means an intrinsic lizitstion in ohe-
“srvaticn, co Lhe more complex the system le, the mors unobsarvohles

Luce sre In direct rrorortion to tunis comnlexity, [he fTivs-diman--
2nnel r'letivity eus cote à way of ctotine this, Thore 1e a certsin
phone CuU&amp;ntity vrlch enn not be ohssrved directly, Tut which 1s
nerseesty Lo nake the system datoerministic, 1 chzll zond you 2 cor
2° y TSP8r 2e Moon as my friend, “anuel Fandoval Vallerta, has hsd
a colorer look ot lt, 2nd you will soe thet 1t contains = wood mony
nther îi2rnas unitins modern phyelics.

yctoy in Vexico is soon over, =nî by the end of January I
=~11 7e on the way home. I intend to spend a d=y or two with ny
Irurkbter in ‘orristown, “Jde, 2nd I should like to know how I can
coy in touch vith you to talk over various scîentific notiers faco
Lo Tnce. iledel let me know where Calmar ig 2nd how 1 e=n vet thew
fron orrisctorn. Eut one word of csutions I 2m giving no telke “ns
cel] eons down solalv for a orivate conversation wilh vou.

“incoroly yours,



le 5 janvier 1952

Editions de Deux Rives

Paris

Trence

Yessieurs:

A ma sortie de France 11 y a dix huit mois, il

restait insur si vous voudriez traduire mon livre, The

Human Use of Human Beinge, ou non. À cette epoque-la,

l'avais promis a vous gue sl vous accepieriez mon

Livre, je vous enverrais mon prochain livre d'interet

zeneral. J'ai complete mon livre qui va soperaltre en

nares dene la maison Simon and Schuster, 630 Fifth

Avenue, New York, Le livre est intitule, Ex-Prodigy:
Childhood end Youth, 81 vous avez rublie ou si vous

avez decide a publier mon livre precedent, Je reconnais

Loi que vous avez les droits d'examiner mon livre nouveau,

3t si vous le voulez a le publier, 51, par contre, vous

svez abandonne votre idee a traduire The Human Use of

Human Beings, Je ne suls pas oblige a vous envoyer le

livre nouveau, Je vous envols cette léttre en attendant

une declsion prompte,

Veuillez sgreer, messieurs, mes sentiments les plus

sordiaux,

Norbert Wiener

s a



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS—MEDICALBRANCH

GALVESTON

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

THE SCHOOL OF NURSING

THE TECHNICAL CURRICULA

THE POST-GRADUATE PROGRAM January Tth., 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department  "athmatics
Massachuse istitute of Technology
Cambridge 5- °

Dear Dr. Wiener:

‘

THE JOHN SEALY HOSPITAL

THE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL

THE STEWART CONVALESCENT HOME

Encouraged by a suggestion made by Dr. Paul Hempel,
Department of Philosophy, and Dr. Henry Margenau, Depart-
ment of Physics, both at Yale University, I write to
you because I think that it will interest and amuse you
to know that the name "Cybernetics" exists in philosophi-
cal literature already. It was coined by the Folish
rhilosopher Karol Liebelt in the middle of the last century.
His definition of "cybernetics" is: the art of governing
people, and he published a book simply entitled "Cyber-
netics". If you are interested in more details about
Liebelt and his book, I shall be glad to do my best in
order to supply you with some more informatione

Nith kindest regards, I r
2

Yours very sincerely,

A

Dr. Wiktor W. Nowinski
Associate Professor of
Biochemistry

NWN/ mg



2720 Kings Highway
Brooklyn 12, NY
Jan. 8, 1952

Honorable Dr, Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics

Mass. Institute of Technology
ass.

Honorable Frof.
As a junior collector of world famous autographs

I would be very proud to have your autograph for
ny personal collection.

13
TOUTS.







THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, MEMPHIS, §

Who-Shall Run
Robot Minds?

=

Scientist Examines His
Machines And Turns To

Human Powers
THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN

BEINGS. By Norbert Weiner.
Houghton, Mifflin. $3.
Reviewed by DR. HARRY W. ETTELSON,
Rabbi, Temple Israel, Memphis. :

THE QUESTION has face-tiously been asked,
“What becomes of all the
pright children in the
world?” The answer (In
spite of cynics and wits) is
that quite a number of them
grow up to become our think-
ars and doers, our leaders and
notables in general. A shining ex-
ample of a “prodigy who made
good” is Dr. Norbert Weiner, whose
most recent book is the subject of
this review.

Norbert Weiner graduated from
Tufts at 15 and at 19 he was a
Ph.D., of Harvard. He is now a
distinguished professor of mathe-
matics at M.LT. However, though
his specialty is in the field of
science, he received a thorough
training in the classics and the
humanities under the tutelage of
his father, who was professor of
Slavic literature at Harvard.

Twofold Education
This twofold education, shaping

his mind and spirit, reveals its in-
fluence in the views and attitudes
expressed in the little volume before’
us. This is a popularized and very!

«much abbreviated version of his
large volume of some year or so

| ago, under title of “Cybernetics,”which aroused considerable discus-
sion. .

, There are certain sections of our|.
‘present book which, though as free|a
as possible from technical termin-|,

iology and electronic equations, may|y
yet be a little difficult to follow p
by readers like myself, who do not|,
quite understand the principles of I
feedback and entropy involved in|.
the making of the marvelous me-|:

‘chanical brains of the huge caleu-|
lating machines, in which field Dr.
Weiner is one of the greatest au-|

:' thorities. However, these sections!
are only the smaller part of the
book; moreover, even they are not
so recondite as to keep the average
intelligent layman from following
the leading ideas which the main
chapters of the book develop.

These leading ideas center about
the concept of communication.
Speech .or language, written or
spoken, represents for Dr. Weiner
man’s greatest achievement in con-
trast to the lower animals. Thanks
to the recent technical advances in,
communication, the power of speech
or language has been extended
tremendously and has correspond-
ingly increased man’s capacity for
good or evil through its use or
abuse. Specifically, the astounding
computers and calculators now de-
veloped have again raised the ques-
on, this time with greater urgency,
as to whether or not man will be
supplanted by the machines of his
invention and our society become a
society of robots.

New Science Needed
Dr. Weiner thinks that this calls

for a new science, for which he has
coined the name “Cybernetics”
‘based on the Greek root meaning
steersman or control-man at the
wheel). Cybernetics, according fa
our author, deals with the prin-
ciples ‘which should govern “con-
trol and communication” as be-
tween man and machine. Like
“echnocracy and dianetics it seeks
to combine a scientific theory with
a philosophy for the social order.
Unlike technocracy and dianetics,
nowever, it derives its dynamics
less from -.a- concern about the
economics involved and more from
a solicitude for ethical values.

The most = stimulating - thing
about the book is that its author,
who has had so much to do with
the building of the socalled “think-
ing” machines, is duch a trenchant
champion of untrammeled thinking
for free men the world over, and
likewise such an ardent opponent
of any dictatorship, political or
economic, that would make man
into a machine or any ecclesiasti-
cal system that would tend to
create mere blind believers. The
title of the book is in itself heart-
ening and challenging.

Complications Appear:
The chapters, in one phase or

another, explore the implications
or applications of this central
theme. Either they speak out
against tendencies and techniques
in modern ‘civilization, which to
Dr. Weiner seem to threaten the
dignity of human personality, or
they speak for certain attitudes
and policies which he thinks will
urther human values. It is his
tsistence that to get the right
answer from-the-built=in brains of
rachines, we must ask the right
iuestions, Similarly, the right

inswers to the great socialiques-
rions~ram tome only if we ask the
right questions. The matter isn’t
simply one of “know-how” but of
“what” and “why” as well.

Theye are a number of signifi-
“ant i ..gbts and illuminating ideas
in the book in relation to civil
rights, the free interchange of dis-
coveries between scientists of dif-
ferent countries, the evils of cen-
sorship, needed amendments to the
Patent Law, the conservation of
national resources, education both
on the school and college level,
church and state, etc.

Some of the author’s discussions
and observations are in the nature
of obiter dicta; others, let it be
frankly admitted, reflect personal
sredilections and perhaps even
srejudices on his part. One may
aot find oneself in agreement with
this, that or the other view ex-
pressed in the book. But no one
can read the book without feeling
hat its author is a forthright
thinker as well as a forceful
writer—one in whom science and
the humanities have had a happy
hlending



UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA 4

The School of Medicine

THE ELDRIDGE REEVES JOHNSON
FOUNDATION FOR MEDICAL Prysics January, 1952

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Mr deer Professor Wiener:

You may recall that last spring you paid a visit to Oxford, where
you gave a talk to the Oxford University Scientific Club, and that
after your talk, and again the following morning at your room in
Magdalen College, I tried to bring to your attention what I believe
could be an exceptionally fruitful field for the application of
communication theory, namely the field of molecular structure
determination ty X-ray diffraction. The electron density function
of a crystal is a pericdic function and consecuently is ecuivalent
to a (3-dimensional) array of Fourier coefficients; the magnitudes
of these coefficients out to a certein maximum order can be messurec

sxverimentslly, tut their phases cannot te measured. The rroklem îs
to deduce that arrsy of rhases which, when associated with the observed
magnitudes, will yield a function which has the basic property of
any physical electron density function --- that is, which consists
solely of real, positive "lumps" of electron density corresponding
of course to the stoms of the structure. The shapes of the lumps
are approximately known in advance, and also the number of lumps
and the content of each, tut their locations are not known.

Considerable progress has been msde by crystallograrhers on this
problem. I myself, for example, have found very neerly the complete
solution for the case where sll the atoms have the same, or nearly the
same, content (i.e., atomic number), though there remain unsatisfactory
features of my work. But there remains very much to be understood,
and I think that you might te able to make a most important advance
in the field.

I have now returned to the United States, where I am = Fellow
of the Johnson Foundation, and I should be very pleasedt indeed if
I could discuss the problem with you and rerhaps interest you in it
sufficiently that you would have a real try at it. I would be glad
to come un to Cambridge to see you at any time that is convenient to you.

Sincerely vours. —

- Cr a ew



HupsoN HOAGLAND, PH.D., Sc.D.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

GREGORY PiINcus, Sc.D.
DIRECTOR OF LABORATORIES

THE WORCESTER FOUNDATION FOR EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY

222 MAPLE AVENUE

SHREWSBURY, MASS.

January 10, 1952
TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT

CHARLES B. HUGGINs, M.D., Sc.D

VICE-PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. FARBER

TREASURER

DWIGHT E. PRIEST

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

GEORGE R. DuNLOP, M.D-

ASSISTANT TREASURER

JOHN Z. BUCKLEY

GEORGE W. CALVER

R.ADM., U.S. N. (M.C))

JOHN T. B. CARMODY, M.D.

RALPH E. DUFFY

GEORGE F. FULLER

RALPH F, Gow

SAMUEL C. GWYNNE, M.D.

A, BairD HasTIiNGs, PH.D., 8c. D.

CHESTER D. HEYWOOD

MRs. ALbus C. HIGGINS

Roy G. HoskINs, M.D., PH.D.

ALDEN P. JOHNSON

ARCHIBALD R. LEMIEUX

WILLIAM MALAMUD, M.D.

MYLES MORGAN

RICHARD S. PERKIN

HARLOW SHAPLEY

PH,D., Sc.D., LL.D., LITT.D.

lHOMAS B. SLICK

LINCOLN W. STODDARD

ROBERT W. STODDARD

JOSEPH TALAMO

GEORGE B. WELLS

MELVILLE F. WESTON

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Norbert:

I am enclosing a copy of the announcement of the
forthcoming Thirteenth Conference on Science, Philosophy
and Religion to be held in September. You will note that
the topic is symbolism and there are few, if any, persons
better qualified to contribute to this subject than yourself,
I do hope you will see your way to submitting a paper and
participating in the Conference, Anything you would write
on cybernetics in relation to this problem, or, for that
matter, anything else in the field of your interest would
be most stimulating to all of us,

with all best wishes.

Cordially yours,

Dpen.

HH:B
Enc,

Hudson Hoagland

 A—— 5/0A et
BUSINESS MANAGER AND

SECRETARY TO THE BOARD

BRUCE CRAWFORD



CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

3080 BROADWAY

NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

RIVERSIDE 98-8000

Those present at the Twelfth Conference on Science,
Philosophy and Religion agreed that the subject for 1952 should
be "Symbols and Values," and the meetings are to be held from
September 2 to 5, 1952.

The informal committee which includes Lyman Bryson,
Louis Finkelstein, Harold D. Lasswell, Hudson Hoagland, R. M. MacIver,
Richard McKeon, and ourselves, hopes that you will find it possible
to be present. We also seek your help in clarifying, sharpening,
delineating, and concretizing the theme problem, namely, the
communication of ideas, particularly value judgments, through
symbols, considering the dangers, problems, and possibilities.

It was the consensus of the committee that, for the
purpose of the Conference, "symbol" should here be understood
as referring to that type of symbol, as distinguished from mere
sign, which conveys representation or is charged with value
significance. We will be mainly concerned with the use, as well
as the manipulation of symbols, in social relations, in religious
political, economic, educational, and other group activities.

This broad subject of symbolism will probably also be
discussed at several succeeding conferences. In 1952 we plan to
explore, so far as possible, the ramifications and operational
implications of the problem.

Knowing that you have given much thought to the question
of symbolism as it applies to your own studies and experiences,
we are writing to urge that you prepare an essay for the Conference.
discussing communication through symbols in the light of your own
work. We would like to have the paper by March, if possible.

We would also very much like to have your suggestions
regarding development of the program, especially as to topics.

Now that the program is merely in its initial stages,
it would be particularly encouraging to hear that you are willing
to help us. Naturally, we would be glad to do anything possible
to clarify our plans, answering any questions that may occur to
you.



The Conference has available a small fund that can
cover the travel and hotel expenses of its paper writers.

We earnestly hope that we may hear from you in the
near future and that you will indicate the general focus of
your paper. A return sheet and envelope are enclosed for
your convenience.

Faithfully yours,

Ordway Tead
Chairmen, 1952 Conference

Wendell M. Stanley
Vice-Chairman

rb
enc.



Please return to:

Conference on Science, Philosophy and Religion
3080 Broadway
New York 27, New York

[ expect to do a paper on
y

I will send in a two hundred word summary *

I regret that I cannot undertake a paper

Before reaching a decision, I would like to know the
following:

I would suggest that invitations to prepare papers be sent
the following: (Please give name and address)

Name

(Please use the back of this sheet if additional space is
required.)



ProF. Dr. BALTH. VAN DER POL

GENEVE seneve, ie 10th January
22, CHEMIN KRIEG

1° 772

VDP/840

Professor N. Wiener,
Nilo 16, Apt. 2,
Mexico, D.F.,
Mexico.

Dear Wiener

It was good to hear through your letter of November 21st
that your health has much improved since you were here, and that you
have shaken off the terrible headache from which you suffered in
Geneva.

I am also glad to see from your letter that you are hard
at work again on what seems to me to be an extremely wide field, and

I need not say that I am looking forward to studying in detail your
theories once you have put them on paper.

You probably know that Wiesner asked me to find some-

body for him to study the correlation of the sun's activity with the
ionospheric properties. After he had told me that he could provide
living expenses for a scientist to be in Cambridge for about a year.
[ am now trving to find someone to suggest to him.

Your daughter did visit us but unfortunately I was in
Paris at the time so my wife received her. My wife was glad to meet
your clever and very original girl, and I was very sorrv to miss her

Wishing you much success with both your physiological
and physical researches, and with my best regards to you both, also
on behalf of my wife.

Yours sincerely,



1001 E Street
Belmar, M. Je

January 15, 1952

Professor I. «diencr
Wilo lo, Apt. ©

Mexico. D. F. Mexico

Jear Professor “iener:

a ! 2Thank vou for your letter c£ January "th,

Morristown is not far from Newark or Elizabeth, from either of
which trains leave for Belmar. Both Pennsylvania Railroad and Jersey
Jentral trains make the trip in about an hour and twenty minutes.
Belmar is on the coast, about three miles south of Asbury Park, ten
miles or so south of Long Branch. To go by automobile, simply follow
a road map. From Tlizabeth one drives south along Route 1-9-25 (the
min north-south artery) turning off first wherever "Shore Points" are
indicated, then "Asbury Park", and finally six miles before asbury Park,
vhere Belmar is indicated, Belmar is about an hour's drive from
Tlizabethe | Ly home address is 1001 "2 Street, Belmar, home tele-
phone, Belmar 9-G21,2, it the laboratory, I can be reashed at Asbury
Park 2~74L40, exiension 592 or 302. I hope your travel plans are such
that there will be no conflict with the Physical Society leeting at
Columbia on January 31, February lst and 2d, which I am committed to
attend, = ixcept for this, I can arrange my schedule to suit your con-
venience, In fact, should you be fatigued by travel, I would be will-
ing to visit you in Zorristown, Princeton or New York, subject to the
above constraint on dates.

I am indeed looking forward to our meeting, our second one,
incidentally. You may recall my dropping in to see you for a few
minutes at !LI.T. a few years ago, when I spoke to you about random
vse. apparently random secuences in relation to the "completeness® of
Juohtum nechanie-.

Sine ~~ *- ours,

a,

Jerone Lothstein

po







ON AND SCHUCTEF
aL ;JET pans

“R CENTER, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York 20 + CABLE ADDRESS Essandess + Tr* TrHONE Circle 5-6400

January 17, 1952

My dear Professor Wiener:

While Mr, Schuster was abroad several of us had an opportunity to read
THE BERT TWIG, and now that Mr, Schuster has returned, he has had the
opportunity to examine the manuscript and to discuss it with us.

Unfortunately, none of us feels that, in its present state, the book would
be very well received by the general public. There is no question but that the
work affords a good deal of fascinating insight into the problems -- social,
psychological, and fanilial — of the Wunderkind. Yet, the very special
nature of this problem, as well as certain natural reticences, limit the appeal
of the book. In its present shape, the manuscript presents some very fundamental
and fascinating editorial problems that I should be delighted to have the
opportunity to discuss with you in person and very frankly if you had any
inclination to do so =~ and if, of course, it could be made geographically
feasible, At the moment, I rezlize that this is almost certainly impossible;
and as you will almost certainly be wanting to send the manuscript to another
publisher who may appear less wrong-headed, I feel bound to return the manuscript
to vou.

I should add that one of the reasons we all looked forward so much to
reading your book was the enthusiasm for Dr. Norbert Wiener expressed to both
Mr. Schuster and myself by our good friend Irwin Edman. I therefore write this
letter with an especially strong sense of disappointment and regret.

i Tr yoursVerv binceret- y ,

Henry VW, Simon. Senior Editor

Professor Norbert Wiener
Nilo 16, Apt. 2
Mexico. D.F. Mexico

TVS: jee







UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY

[EUSTON 4400

Professor J. Z. Young, M.A., F.R.S

GOWER STREET, W.C.1

9.
+1 Ÿ TMC
re 3

Snes enA

oysas

3 +

Forme airosnel-r,

yoriQa
 co



CLEVELAND CLINIC
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TO: AUTHORS, NT

FROM: I,vine N, Pace

ISTRY

manuscripts practically in the of
the publisher, editors vonder vhether any of
you care to have tack for a quick revision before
they go to press, It slvays takes longer to get a book
In print then 1s anticipated. Therefore, 1f you feel
it will not held up manuscript's going to press,
ve could return it to you 1f would send it back
immediately. Otherwise, it would better to
leave it with the publisher not hold up the
publication of the book.

I think you will all be pleased to that the
manuscripts are excellent therefore the LOOX
serve a highly useful function.
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SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
NORMAN + OKLAHOMA

January 22,1952

Dr.Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Yambridee,Mass.

dear Doctor Wiener:

[ am nerving myself to write to you just
after devouring your two books,Cybernetics,and
The Human Use of Human Beings. I cannot remember
sver having a more exciting evening with a book.
I hope you will forgive me for being so late in
iiscovering your work,and let me come in anyway.
Because,byJoe,youare saying clearly in mathematics
something I have been laboring with for twenty-
Pive years} I congratulate you,sir,and I find
nyse lf tremendously thrilled by what you have to
58V,

Probably you never heard of me. But I used
to be one of the writers you regard with such
justified lack of enthusiasm in Chapter IX of
Auman Use. A dozen years ago,plagued with an
incessant flock of would-be writers on my door-
step,all wanting to know how,and intrigued by
the English Department dictum that it is "impossible"
to make selling fiction writers,I joined the
faculty here at The University of Oklahoma,
snoachine student writers.

I think this may be of more interest to
you than I have indicated so far. The eventual
result here was that we started producing writers
who actually sold,not just one or two,but many of
them. Their sales now run far up into the hundreds
annually,end cover nearly the whole world. Thus,one
lad wrote a best seller,Tokio Romnce,in Japanese,
another's first book was printed in Paris and so far
has gone through eight editions,including Spanish and
[talian translations,still others sell Saturday Evening
Post and Collier's serials and short stories,we have
listed a large number of book sales running all the way
from scholarly works to paper backed novels---they pay
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22,000 advance for those things,you know and some of them make
as much as $15,000 and more for the author---movies(The Bend of
the River,current movie is from the book of a student,Bill ~~
SGulick) well,sales running from the literary magazines through
and including the Sunday School publications.

Now what will interest you about this,or at least so I
hope,is that it has been done on a Pattern,which,so far as I
can follow you,seems to be very close to,if not exactly what
you are outlining in Cybernetics.

I believe I am safe in saying that no similar classes in
the world approach us in consistent number of sales,apr range
of sales, And this has been going on now for a dozen years.
Professor W.S.Campbell,"Stanley Vestal,"my colleague and I
have been working patiently with little encouragement,and
you can imagine,away out here, practically no natural
advantages to prove it can be done. It can bel

But what wholly fascinated me about your books was
when I followed you point by point,and not only found myself
agreeing,but realized also you were stating something I
myself had arrived at independently sometimes years ago}
Your point of machine slavery(Cybernetics,Introd,Pg.37,and
also in H,man Use) for example. Over ten years ago I was
trying vainly to sell the New York editors I knew a book
on that very subject-~-and I knew a great many of the oafs,
seing at that time still counted by my editors among the
ten top action writers in the magazine field. I got
exactly nowhere. So,you can understand how wistfully I
songratulate you on getting the thing not only said, but
in vrint?

There is a lot more, I think I must have counted close
to a hundred points of close,if not exact,agreement of
your books with the doctrines I teach these youngsters
down herejand I think that is amazing,considering that
our fieldsscarcely could be farther apart. But I thought
vou might lie to know.

As an instance,what you call feedback we call flashback
in fiction technique and so far as I can see,it's exactly
the same thing. Its fictional purpose is to facus the story,
to sharpen the outlines, just as you write factually on Pg.l57
cybernetics. The breakdown phenomenon you describe on Pg.l90,
Auman Use we also recognize at the decision point of a
story. And we distinguish further between what you call
intention tremor and Parkinsonianism(though we use other
terms,of course) by making that visible to the student,
You can see it happen,along with other parts of a plot,
simply by holding a bi-convex lens.,an ordinary reading glass,
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right against your eye and looking through it at some bright
object six or eight feet away. As you move the glass toward
the object,the upright image blurs and disappears(this is what
we call the Black Moment in fiction plot) and as the subject
tries to find the image again he makes those motions you describe}
3ti11 further,you can often tell whether'he®s fictionally far-
sighted,seeing only the end of the plot(which would be Parkinson's
lisease, though I never until now made the association) or
Pictionally near-sighted with good intentions---intention tremor,
fhich is another brand new term for mel

Forgive me for writing such a lengthy letter,and no
need to answer this at all,unless you wish. But I thought you
might be interested, Naturally,as artists of a sort,we go a
bit farther out on the limb than you,or at least your books,do,
and I think we have a point or two that you omit, Wasn't it
Leibniz who said,"More frequently will he who does not
inderstand an art(or a science either!) find something new
than he who does?" We use Leibniz’monad too,by the bye,which
srobably will horrify both vou and the great philosopher,

Still,on the universal principle that fools will rush
in I couldn't resist writing in to say,thank you for a grand,
intellectual advgnture,and my wistful congratulations! A man
sho can make today's publishers print Truth is not only a
seer,he’s a genius}

Yours i yy
777 Harris
Associate Professor

Journalism
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Prof. ©. Halliday
ep-rtment of rhyelce
The University of Pittsburgh
littebure 17, lenneylvania

nesr Profcesor Hallidav:

The “iret wave of ny effort o” Ayherneties as bY
now spent itself. Bsfore T care to face further “vilons-
on the subject, I think I shoul@ Have a ”0où Lwo yesrs
to renow ny ideas nnd to write what will be not sn in-
sroduction to the ifea of covhernetles, but à compre-
nensive =nd thourht out trestire of the suhlect. In
=ddition, the lact few yesrs of lecturinr e’”forte n°ve
shown me thot the lecture platforn takes ~ors out of n=
in anergy ond fatigue than I can well s“ford, I mit
therefore rerretfully declineto nocent further Iscture
angarcmentsfor=concidershletime in Lhe Future.

-

C8 a mn =
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se notert Latour
“3 Bd. de ln Liberté
‘ennes (Tav.)
Trance

“her Me. Latour:

11 ne raraît peu probrble qu'on ruirce cnréristrer
c:r usc cypacelle en dehorg du corps humnasin ornnore nlur
“u'on obtient par l'alsctroencephelorraphie; cuoîrue ler
sncsphelorramnnes contiennent besucoup d'infôrmaition zur
les procddds nerveux du sy-teme humain, leur inierprato-
tion reste toujours Âincerteîne et obcoure. /yac les
bruits du fond inséroreble ie charue anprreill rour recz-
voir les glsneaux tres faibls, 11 me semble nue nous
commas bros loin de ls possirilité d'employer profite-
hlsrent un tel arnareil,. Je ne nle,as sue dear l'avenir

lointain,nous pourrions dâvelorper l'alsotro-sncerhsoelo-
«raphie 2 un tel &amp;tst de perfection; mois peur le nré-ant
11 me arutle, cue vos idées menouent bout point d'arrui
nratinue.

Jeutllez arréer,
Te 0 À es 1à 7 oi = 3 chant ; we d + 1722 :“onsisur. a mes gsnt1i08: Le regngslLusux,
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r. Jerome ~otheteln
1021 © Etrost

werYr. Sotheteins

àshall arrive in New York late on the nliht of
ne 9th of thle month, I ¢hall probably le=ve toners
“riday, lebruery firet. I am teatsatively mn dng recors
rations at tha Hotel Alvonguin on 44oh ctreet, ond if
{ =m un-"le to set rooms there, 1 hall =i least enll
Lhe Tor ny correcnond once. I shall vez in touch with
son wren 1 arrive in New York, by televhens.

Cinceralv yours,
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re J7V34 -Vro
Le“rhoolof ‘adicine

Inivarsity of Fennaylvania
Puf tecostnsig 4, Fenn.

“aeCUe, Tavrat

; J avrreciste your letter from the University of
fonnavlvenia as to the qusetion of moleculer structure
sy 5 ray diffroction. I may have told you that the work
‘P rettereon lesdinr to the Pattsreon diagram wag Jone
infor eoneultation with me. Howsver, I azree wlth you,
pet tr5-e îs ot111 vueb to Le done with hs information
creblen bv vhiah we learn molecular structure, I hove
rot wat annronched the problem from the volnt of view
sf ctructure inforustion t'aory, tut I intend to do so
tm tha future, snd T would like Lo eee the rscults.

{ £211 be ip Tsambridre from shout the first of
February on, snd I shall Ye «123 to £28 you st my office
Sew tiga vou con UD. Only plasse vrite a letter co thet
av penretarr mey ces thot oy shbsenteninéiedness mav not
meee nm Lo mice one another.

Cinecarelys OUT ES
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Dr. Leo Dub,
lecturer
Villa Hupfau
Sonnenstrasse 34 JIT
INNSBRUCK
austria

4th January 190€

secretary
Vassachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge, lass.

- FT,

Jear Sirs

I should like to mention the method of solar Heatine
at vour Institute in one of my lectures here. T7
Jould you let me have a reprint of an article about solar
Jeating describing this method in terms which a layman would
ad erstand ?

developed

Another theme which I should like to mention is Cybernetics.
lL. there a reprint of an articles which describes the ménod
in simple language ©

iy lectures are supposed to giv&gt; +7 ~ matrian people information
bout American achievements.

*apanc” TOUTS,
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WASHINGTON OFFICE

726 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.

American Anthropological Association
FRED EGGAN, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
RALPH L. BEALS, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT

LOS ANGELES

WENDELL C. BENNETT, YALE UNIVERSITY

American Political Science Association
ARTHUR W. MACMAHON, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
DON K. PRICE, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CLEARING House
CHARLES FAIRMAN, STANFORD UNIVERSITY

American Economic Association
GEORGE W. STOCKING, VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
HAROLD A. INNIS, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
THEODORE W. SCHULTZ, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

American Psychological Association
LYLE H. LANIER, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
OTTO KLINEBERG, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
ROBERT R. SEARS, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

American Historical Association American Sociological Society
SHEPARD B. CLOUGH, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LEONARD 8. COTTRELL, JR., CORNELL UNIVERSITY
ELMER ELLIS, UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI DOROTHY 8S. THOMAS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
ROY F. NICHOLS, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LOWRY NELSON, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

American Statistical Association
PHILIP M. HAUSER, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
HOLBROOK WORKING, STANFORD UNIVERSITY
3. 8. WILKS, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

J. FREDERIC DEWHURST, TWENTIETH CENTURY FUND
ROBERT B. HALL, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
WILLARD HURST, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
ALEXANDER LEIGHTON, CORNELL UNIVERSITY
DONALD G. MARQUIS, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
FREDERICK OSBORN, NEW YORK CITY
MALCOLM M. WILLEY, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
DONALD YOUNG, RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION

D irectors-at-Large

Officers and Staff: PENDLETON HERRING, PRESIDENT; PAUL WEBBINK, VICK-PRESIDENT; ELBRIDGE SIBLEY, EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE;
BRYCE WOOD; ELEANOR C. ISBELL; JOSEPH B. CASAGRANDE: CAROLYN E. ALLEN, FINANCIAL SECRETARY

We shall be grateful for your appraisal of the candidacy of
Karl W. Deutsch

for a Faculty Research Fellowship of the Social Science Research Council.
For the guidance of the awarding committee, we are seeking the advice not
only of those named by the candidate as references but also of others who
may be able to offer significant judgments.

Enclosed herewith are a leaflet briefly describing the Faculty
Research Fellowship Program, copies of the nomination form and candidate's
project statement, and a blank report form for your comments. Will you
be kind enough to return the last three items in the enclosed prepaid
envelope?

Your report might helpfully include comment on the following
and any other pertinent matters:

1. How would you compare this candidate's abilities, accom-
plishments, and promise of future research achievement with those
of other workers of his age in the same field?

2. What is your judgment of his proposed research program?
3. From what you know both of the candidate and of his situa-

tion, would you predict that he would be able and likely to take
full advantage of an appointment of the type which he seeks?

4. Do you think that the candidate is now at a stage in his
career at which he would derive the maximum benefit from a period
of freedom for independent research?

With thanks for your anticipated response, I am

Sincerely yours,

Cdoriays Bite,
Elbridge Sihlev
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WILLIAM A. LEBRECHT

920 RIVERSIDE DRIVE

NEW YORK 32. N.Y

WADSWORTH 8-3868
Tonuar- 28, 1052

Ex] n - "7:Pole llOTman ‘iener
 - Asa ea + a Noyes ay + Son

Cassachmsevts Irsvitute ol Yeehnol ogy
BOSTON, nes.

Tag mw Sime

specializes in questions and problems of a new tvpe of autonatic machinerv
croduced in this countrv.

Fe asked me a few days ago to convey ihis enclosed letter - Thich is
self-explanatory = to vour address.Tt would be à greau nleasure to ne.
LT you can comply with the wishes of my cousin an) I an

any 4very Lrulw VOUFS

Lwanrechth

encle

(à &gt; iv ©1535"
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Sheldon Court
Ithaca, New York

January 28, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiéner
Chair of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

I am enclosing a letter of introduction from Mrs.
Frances Ancker Stierham.

As 1s stated in the letter, I will graduate this
June from Cornell University with the degree of Bachelor
of Engineeering Physics. I am interested in pursuing a
graduate course of study at M, I. T.

In case you are not familiar with the Engineering
Physics curriculum, sir, I will give you a brief descrip-
tion of it.

In our flve years of study, we take as many courses
in both mathematics and physics as majors in these fields.
I will have taken 13 physics courses (each full course)
and 10 mathematics courses, and applied courses in physius
in addition. Also, courses in electrical engineering and
materials to a large extent, besides additional courses
bh the other engineering flelds, fewer in number. In short,
the course is a comorehensive as well as intensive one.

Because of the wide variety of material covered, I am
not completely certain the course of study I wlsh to pursue
as a graduate student. I have narrowed my choîce down to two
departments: Physics and Engineering Administration. I ask
your advice on these. I would like to eventually be a con-
sulting engineer in the field of engineering physics, if
such a field could conceivably exist; that 1s to say, engin-
eering with the theory behind it (the physics and the mathem-
atics) of concern to me as well. I fear the physics may be

too theoretical to be practical and the other the reverse.
Perhans T can offer further clarification to vou.

I have another problem you may be able to advise me
about. I am interested in getting my doctorate as well as my
master's degree. Would it be possible to obtain the former
in three year's time, omitting the master's 1f necessary to
limit the time of study to the three years. Or would you

advise my obtaining both degrees?



I reallze that if I were to study the Administration
course this could not be done because of the numerous courses
in that field that I would have to make up before going on
to graduate study proper.

Further, Iwould not like to see my training in mathematics
and physlcs be wasted, although administrative engineering
holds an appeal for me.

I would appreciate any time you could devote to me, gir,
and thank vou very much for it.

Respectfully yours,

AA

P.S. I am holding my application blank until I hear from you,
in order to fill in the department of ny choice.

y 517 pg



January 23, 1952

Jear Cousin Torbert:

I a1 honing that this letter may serve to acquaint
rou with a young Cornell student of Engincering Physics,
“ho 1s now in his final vear at Cornell Universitye

Philin Sherman is a nephew of the most prominent
»ulp magazine editor who ever bullt un a magçazine-chain
in this country, Leo iargulies. And as you nay rememver
1% was Leo liargulies who was so interested in getting
nold of some oi your seience fiction stories lor nis
nacazines., At that time, however, you werc absorbed in
Tour writing of the book, TI TULAT USE Os HUMAN BITIGS
38 well 28 vour scientific woriz in Lexico.

Anything you might be able to do thaï ould advise
Philin Sherman as to what course to follow in nis desire
to pursuc a post-graduate course ab lleLleTe vould be very
leenlT anvnreciated by vour cousin,

fn Ne
Frances Ancirer Stiernem

-1 East li3rd Street
“ew Yori City





Sheldon Court
Ithaca, New York

January 30, 1952

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematlcs
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

When I wrote to you two days ago, sir, I spoke rather
generally and did not in any way indicate what course of
studyv I intended to follow were I to be admitted to M. I. T.

Since that time I have tentatively decided upon a
field that combines solid-state physics and metallurgy.

have written to Profs. Morse and Cohen of these depart-
ments, respectively, for advice.

à

I write to you with this information because I feel it
might be of some value to you in suggesting to me a reason-
able course of study. Perhaps I have assumed too much in the
way of what you are able to do for me. If.so, I am sorry.
Forgive me. I do not wish to take up too much of your time.

[ thank you for any considerations at all.

Re:
*-

J Tours,
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- 2
La

Prof. Norbert Viener
liassachusetts Institute of Technology
Sambridge, ass.

Liv dear Prof. iener

- was delirhted to have you dron in the other day and to
nave the opnortunity to discuss your manuscript with vou with entire
frankness and to reach a tentative agreement about the publication.
this is my understanding: during the course of the summer, vou nlan
to begin revising and rewriting along the lines we discussed. When
you have completed a mortion cf the work - say about 50 nazes - vou
vill send them on to ne to see whether we acrree that the book vromises
co be one vhich we shall want to go ahead with. 1f the indications
are clear that we see nretty much eve to eye, we will then either
draw up a contract or, if there is still doubt in either vour mind cr
surs, continue this arrangement until we can be more certain. Should
you strike a snag at any time, 1 stand, of course, ready to pitch in
with any ideas and suggestions I ray have or be able to elicit from
ny collearnes at Simon and 3ehnstor.

Feantime. I am erclosine a check for 2250.00, This amount, it
is understood, is sent nrimarily as an expression of ~ood faith cn our
oart in the real vnoesibilities of vonr succes=fullv completine the
autoniorranrical mannsceript at present entitled TEE T7 TT TIRER we
shall de very much pleased to have the onvortunity to onblish, ts
acceptance hy yourself corroborates, of course, vour already exrressed
willingness to undertake the revisions and to submit the resnlts to
Simeon and Schuster before any other American publisher. If we finally
rite a formal contract, the $250.00 will be recarded as a nortion of
the advance a~ainst rovalties we will then be in a position to offer.
Lf, for any reason, 3imon and Schuster does not »ublish the hook but
some other onhlisher does, the 250.00 is returnable.

Lf the above rararranhs meet with vonr approval, will
rood enough to sign the enclosed carhon, thus formally civinc
ion to this informal acreement.

T
TS

(ve _

8-H
incl, check

Henry‘. Simon
For Siron and Schuster

vou he
sorrohara…

ti à


