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CONFERENCE BOARD OF ASSOCIATED RESEARCH COUNCILS

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERSONS
/ 2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D. C.

November 21, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

In reply to the question raised in your letter
of November 7, concerning secretarial assistance, this is a matter
which might well be discussed, I believe, with the Commission in
Paris.,

So long as an awardee meets the terms of the

award as specified I understand that he is free to use the funds as
he sees fit.

I sincerely hope that you will be able to get
everything arranged with the Department of State to your satisfaction.

Sincerely youri;{ginzz;

Gordon T. Bowles
Executive Secretary

GTB:als



New York, N. Y. November 21, 1950C. p.t. Hotel licurice,
145 W 58 Street,
New York 19, N. Y.

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Dr. Norbert Wiener:

I cannot thank you enough for the great experience and pleasure you gave
me by your generous and kind reception of me =t M. I. T. The perspectives and
connections - Zusammenh#nge - which you reveiled for me in such concentration
went beyond even what your books had shown me; and I'm afraid words failed me
to express to you the deep connection which I see between your work and the
complementary outlook of quantum physies, taken in one: a new step in our under-
standing of our relation to the world,of greater importance than any since the
first primitive animals began implieitly in their behaviour to distinguish be-
tween themselves and an outer world. I hope very much that I shall once get
an opportunity to set down in written form the connection between your results
and complementarity.

Niels Bohr gave me the enclosed private print of his Open Letter to The
United Nations with me when 1 casme over. I wonder if you have seen it and if not
if you would care to.

I ceme back to Cambridge last friday and called you up as you had so kind-
1y encoursged me to. I was sorry to learn that you were not feeling well. I shall
of course be equally glad to come another day. I was greatly exited by kh= your
idea that I might, provided conditiors allowed it, be given an opportunity to
work with theese things at M. I. T. As I mensioned I have strayed far from
science for many years; but somehow these fields concern me in a very intimate
way, and even the inventiveness which I have exersised in other fields has been
of that nature.

I think I shall have a special opportunity to come to Cambridge in about
a week; but I shall be glad to come up at any other time, that may suit you.

As a byline I write about American science and technique for 3 leading
scandinavian newspapers: one Danish, one Swedish and one Norwegian; I hope you
won't mind if I write about your work and ypur books. -

With my very best thanks,

Sincerely yours



MAYOR'sS COMMITTEE ON MANAGEMENT SURVEY
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
250 CHURCH STREET
NEW YORK 13, NEW YORK
DieBY 4-8700

LUTHER GULICK
Executive Director
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Chairman
SAUL LEVY

Vice Chairman

BENTAMIN FIELDING
Secretary

ABRAHAM D. BEAME
MISS CHARLOTTE CARR
SAMUEL DAVIS
ROBERT W. DOWLING

B Wl i Dr. Norbert Wiener

LAWRENCE GEROSA Depﬂrtmen‘t of Mathemsztics

BERNARD F. GIMBEL Massachusetts Insgtitute of Technology
PETER GRIMM Cambridge, Mass=chusetts

GEORGE H. HALLETT, JR.
MORRIS IUSHEWITZ
JOHN S. LINEN

GEORGE F. MAND
THOMAS JEFFERSON MILEY I want to take this opportunity of expressing

MRS. RALPH B. MORRIS the very great appreciate of the officers and members
ROBEED MOBES of the New York Chapter of the Society for Advancement

NATHAN M. OHRBACH
THOMAS J. PATTERSON of Msnagement, for the very splendid address you

Dear Dr. Fiener:

DELMONT PFEFFER delivered befOI‘e the SOCiet}’ on November 16. AS you
GENEROSO POPE JR. heard a number of people say, the evening was one of
CHARLES F. PREUSSE the memorasble ones in the history of the Society.

JAMES C. QUINN
WILLIAM REID

ViCTDR < RIESENEELD Incidentally, we sold 24 copies of your book,

DR. CHANNING TOBIAS which were Supplied by HOUgh‘bon—Mifflin, and undoubtedly

THOMAS TOZZI would have sold many more, had we had them on displey.
Sincerely,

) A /
Ca/w— fi-w U‘/1
Carl Heyel
Executive Assistant

(President New York Chapter
Society for Advancement of Management)



DFFNER ELECTRONICS INC. X[

5320 NORTH KEDZIE AVE. » CHICAGO 25 ¢ U.S.A. » PHONE IRving 8-7067
INSTRUMENTS + MEDICAL « RESEARCH <« LABORATORY <+ ENGINEERING casie avoress:

Novembe r 2 1 1950 OFFNERTRON, CHICAGO
2

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Apropos of the discussion on EEG analysis which we had
several weeks ago, I though I might send you a paper which
I had given at the Central EEG Soclety, on this subject.

The paper is very elementary - both so that it would be

clear to the electroencephalographers, and so I would not

get too far out of my depth. I would, however, be interested
if you have any comments on my comparison of the Laplace

and Fourier transforms, as methods of analysis of the electro-
encephalogram. I would also be lnterested in any comments

you might wish to make on my statement as to the objectlves

of analysis, about which we argued quite violently - although
I later belleve we turned out to be in agreement.

With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

OFFNER ELECTRONICS INC.

FFOffnerPhD/lzg
enc.



November 21, 1250
Monrovia, California

Pro f. Norbert Wiener

Department of lathematics
Massachusets Institute of Technology
Can bridge 39, llass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

Way I enclose a copy of my short study entitled " ENTROPIE
et OPHELIMITE " which was Jjust published in Scientia.

Kindly remember our previous exchange of letters concerning
the econometric aspects of Entropy in connection with my
publication in the January issue of Econometrica. In

view of the measurement of Entropy I am now referring to

the Appendix of the enclosed study.

It would be of great value for me to know if you are inte-
rested in the " Entropy-Ophelimity " question and to have
your eventual remakks.

Do you know anyone atithe MIT vho would be interested?
Thanking you, I am

Very sincerely yours

( Andrew Pikler )
110 May Ave
Vonrovig California



g NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

. COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 53, N.Y.

DEPARTMENT OF

ADMINISTRATIVE ENGINEERING FELRRHONE LUBLOW 4 0/00

Lr. Norpert W'ener i
Magssachusetts Institute ol Technology November 21, 1950
Cambrtdge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

T am at a loss for words to express adequately how much the meeting
last week has meant for all of us fn management. Our very deep gratit-
ude goes to you, Dr. Wiener, for having contributed so much and n such
amagns £+ cent manner.

T understand that the publicity was gutte extens*ve, that *s that a number
of publ®cations and newspapers p?cked the speeches up although no atftempt
had been made by the Soctety to *nvite the attention of the publishers to
the meet?ng. IHowever, perhaps even more sfgnificant *s the lact thatl

the grapevimne has carried the story of your appesrance last Thursday
tharough many and ramiffed circles.

Your paper has, as you know, been recorded and Mr. Heyel has assured me
that he will have it transerfbed shortlys the exact form Sn which ¥t as
well as perhaps also excerpts from the talks by Mr. Seares and Dr. Gulick
will be published, has not yet been determined. However, Mr. Heyel

also assured me that nothing will be put into print before I see it and
you approve ‘1.

T am taxing the liberty of sending you, by separate cover, your two books
which I forgot to take along with me last Thursday. I would be sincerely
grateful if you would fnscribe them to me.

Agatn, our warmest thanks for your wonderful address and discussion.

T am looking forward with real antfcipation to the pogsibility of coun-
t*nuing d¥scussfons of this sort within the framework of a smaller group
guch as you outlimed some weeks ago. There s too much that management
can learn from Cybernetics, and such a smaller group looks like & splendid
vehicle to explore the potentfalities further.

With best regards,

Very sincerely yours

s (i

Alex W. Rathe
Agsoctfate Professor

awr/eop
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November 21, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

My dear Dr. Wiener:

This is to again express to you my appreciation as

regards my pleasant privilege in being able to contribute
a small part to the recent meeting of the New York Chapter
of the Society for the Advancement of Management at which
time the subject of "Cybernetics" was so excellently
covered by you and Dr. Gulick as well as supplementary
comments by Dr. Alex Rathe and Carl Heyel.

I know that my recocllection of this very enjoyable evening,
as well as the stimulating information I listened in on,
shall long be remembered as regards the significant comments
on the economic as well as social phases of the coming era
of "Cybernetics" as applied to business and government.

As a further memento of this get-together, I am sending

to you with my personal compliments, one of our Remington
Rand Deluxe Contour Shavers. I trust you will find it to
be a very desirable functional aid to the daily problem of
shaving and that as you do so, you will be reminded of our
pleasant meeting in New York.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincergly,

Vi

Al N, Seares




Wovember 21, 1950

Mrs Bd Dy Banta
17 W Commerce St
Smyrna, Delaware

Dear Mr, Bantag

I sugpest that you get in tough with Professor
Jercme Wiesner of our Department of Elestrical
Englnesring, IHe can glve you much advice concerning
the work of a laborabory for the constrmuction

of Cybernetic apparatus,

Sineerely yours,

Horbert VWiener
hbb



21 November 1950

Dr, Henry Bund
202 Madison Avenue
Hew York 17, New York

Dear Dr, Bundg

I shall be wvery glad to got 1n touch with you before
I sell, but I cannot give you yet the date on whieh
I shall probably be in New York,

Meanwhlle, I thank you very much for your kind
letter.

Sinceraly yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



21 November 1950

Professor Katsumi Imahori

Hesearch Institute of Low Temperature Sclence
Hokkaido Unlversity

Sapporo, Japan

Dear Professor Imahori:

Good work! I have a pood deal of new materisl on
prediction theory following the lines of Kolosoroff
of Russla which 1 am now writing up, and which I
shall be glad to ses sent to you as soon as it
appears,

Meanwhile, it is always pleasant to see the univere
sality of i1deas and Ho observe the work of colleagues
in other countries who are doling the same thinss as
one is doing in one's own.

I am having my secretery forward you everything that
she can lay her hands on in the way of my reprints.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



November 21, 1950

Mr, Ralph Parbman
1109 Bryant Avenue
Bronx 59
New York

Dear Mr. Farbmant

While I cannot boast of a Spanish which can be
mistaken for that of a native of any one of the
Latin American countries, I am otherwise completely
at home in Spanish ané would far rather read lrs
Drucaroff's work in the original than in transe
lation,

I hope he enters into correspondence with me soon.
It had better be very soon as another six weeks
will find me on my way to Europe where I am going
to stay for about six months until my Mexican
trip will begin.,

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener
hbb



21 November 1950

Mpr. William S, Foulks, dJr.
Electronic Machine Company
602 St Clair Avenue
Bast Liverpool, Ohlo

Dear Mr. foulkss

T think that your tassed atom ideas can be carriled
econgiderably further., The presence of tagged
nuclel in a certain organ may be used to adtuate

a peiger counter which 1tself may directly control
medlcationcor some other therapy.

I am thinkinz of instruments alonsg the line of

the automatic anesthetist made by Bickford in the
Mayo Clinic which monitors the depth of anesthesia
by braln waves. 1 believe there is a great future
for the use of automata in therapy.

Meanwhile, if you turn up in Soston belore Christ-
mas, please let me knowe

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener

hbb



November 21, 19850

Mr., Waldo Frank

The Saturday Review of Literature
25 Weat 45th Street

Hew York 19, New York

Dear lr. Franki
I see you have done me the honor of referring to me

in your article on "The Fallacy of the Liberals" in
& recent number of The Saturday Review of Literature.

1 am very much Interested in what turns out incidentally
to be the difference between the problem of the liter-
ary man and the scientisteengineer In confronting the
new machine age. You accuse me of offering nothing

but the "old moralists' exhortation" to offset the dan~
gers end the potentilalities of the machine. Will you
please tell me just what else you could expects

In the first place, the account of the machine start-
inz with emotional and literary values may be satis~
factory to you and some of the others whose only toold
with respect to soclety or effectiveness ls the penj
but I assure you that the facile after-sicht with which

the literary man recards the evils of the machine nelther

cives sufficient basls for understanding its operation,
humen and sociel as well as mechanical, nor does it
lead on its part to anything but wvague exhortations,
such as those of which you accuse me, to modify the
soclety in which we are living.

As I conceive thoe machine it represents not merely a
foptuitous modification of our intellectual climate,
but the earrying out of an intellectual point of view
on communication which was already implicit in Lelbnitz
and which is now apparent as a doctrine written 1in cop=-
per and glass and bound to influence the lives of every
one of us. In this doctrine of communication, which

I have attempted to present in outline in my book on
Cybernetics, there 1s much that must be studied in
order to zive us an understanding of ourselves and the
human tools by which we may not only construct the ma=
chine but place it in its proper social and economic

7~



2+ Mr. Waldo Frank

niche., HNevertheless, the need for these tools does
not brinz them immediately to hand. The needs of the
new economics and the new soclolozy are apparenti but
the mere existence of these needs does not automatically
introduce a set of observations of observable and meas-
urable quantities and of verifiable theories sufficlent
to enable us to handle sociology with the desree of
confidence with which we have handled physical sciences.
Under these circumstances we have very little choice
but te turn to those tokens of human will and of human
values which have already been accepted by a consider-
able part of mankind, even though they are not in a
form to be given the clothing of sharp scientific tech-
nigues to which we may possibly ultimately aspire.
Under these circumstances, the counsel of practicality
and duty is to combine scientifically precise techniques
and descriptions when they are possible with statements
of the human wvalues which represent the best that we
can do until we have had the chance to subject these .
to valid, sharper, and more effective techniques.

Quite frankly, I have found the literary men whom I

have met of late confronting existing trends with the
same feelins of bafflement and despair which belongs

te the rest of us, but with such an absence of intel=-
lectual teols and such a barrenness of emotional out-
look that I think they are ready to succumb to any moral
quack who would promise them salvation at any cost whate
ever. 1 ask you to take as evidence the great sales

of Dianetics, of Velikowsky's Worlds in Collision, and
the recent spoof on the flyins saucers. 1 have very
little respect for the soul which is looking under every
table and on top of svery bookcase to find Cod. Suile-
cide has, to my mind, a certain moral dignity. But if
we can bring our conscience to the sticking point and
are determined to live in a world of disorder and inse=
curity, then, for Heaven's sake, let us stop rumning
around like so many turkeys with their heads cut off on
their way to make the Thanksgivins feast for the fool
killer.

It would be at least as difficult to form valid stand=-
ards in this age as in a more serene ocne. And if we
cannot appeal to the moral judgsments belonzing to a



3¢ Mr. Waldo Frank

more serene age, it is quite certain that those whiech
we form on the edze of the precipice will be hasty and
unconvineince I have a very low regard for religious
conversion in extremis. Let us at least have the
dignity in these last hours before the atomic bomb to
face the world according to the standards by which we
have been holding to 1life, ard not to run squawking into
the confusion of Judgment Dlay.

Sincerely yours,

HNorbert Wiener
hbb



21 November 1950

Dre. Meint Harms

Lubeck

Kronsforder Allse 30, I
Germany

Dear Dr. Harms:

I am writing to you in Enclish since my work coes
throuzgh my secretary, and my present secretary has
a repertory which contains French but not German.

I am very much interested in your letter, and hope
to take the time to read your materlal more in
detall, Lowever, 1 am very nearly on my way to
Europe for a period of six months where I shall
lecture at the Collepge de France, and it is only
with great reluctance that I take up new respongie
bilities at a time when I am very tired and when
old obligations have to fulfilled.

Will you, therefore, put up with me if I delay
any further answer to you until such time as I
shall be able to look over your contributions in
pPeace,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



. 21 November 1950

Mr, Plet Hein

¢/o0 Mr. Just Lunning
667 Fifth Avenue

New York 22, New York

Dear Mr, Heing

I am terribly sorry that I wasn't able to keep our
appolntment last week, I had just come back from
liew York where I was ziving a leéture and consulting
wlth the people on Life, and 1 spent the next

couple of days here in bede I have basen overinduls-
gent in lecturing and, believe me, as between
lectufing and whiskey, whiskey 1s the more innocent
habit

I have been reading your poems and I am curious to

know to what extent they represent a combination of
attitudes of your friends toward Storm Petersen and
the German poet, Morcenstern.

Med de bedste Hilskner fra dette Buro,

Deres,

Norbert Wiener
hbb
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November 21, 1950

Mres DeWitt John
Comnittess on Publlcation
107 Falmouth Street
Boston 15; HMassachusetts

Dear lire John:

Many thanks for your courtecus letter., I sse that
we are essentlially in agreement, so that the natural
course of the matter 1ls %o let the thing lapse.

I thank you for your continued courtesy.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



- November 21, 19860

Mre. William Kolodney

Young Men's & Youns Women's lebrew Assoclation
Lexinzton Avenue at 92nd. Street

New York 28, New York

Pear VMr., Keledney: '

I am going to Europe earlier than I had anticlpated
and therefore cannot come to you in January, However,
I am relatively free of obligations in December

with the exception of Monday, December 4 and Saturday,
December 9,

Perhaps some Monday evening mizht be suitable for
yous I shall Jleave for Europe some time in the
Christmas holidays and dc not expect te be back for
a years :

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



November 21, 1950

Profesaor 5,8, Littauer

Department of Engineerins Administration
Columbia University

New Yori, New York

Dear Professor Littauer:

I do not have a copy of the reprint you ask for,
"The Role of Models in Science." Perhaps you may
be able to seecure a ¢opy by writing to Dr. Arturo
Rogenblueth, Instltute Nacional de Cardiologla,
Calzada de 3.9. Piedad, 5003 Mﬁxico; DQF" Maxiﬂo;

Sinceraly yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



21 November 1250

Professor Alex W, Rathe

Department of Administrative Engineering
New York University, College of Engineering
University Helgshts

New York 853, New York

Dear Profeasor Rathe:

I enjoyed very much talking to your group in New
York at the Brass Rail last Thursday evohing.

I have now fizured my accounts and they come out
to $38 for all expenses including alrplane fare,
taxis, and the like,

The trip was very enjoyable for me, and I hope
we will see more of one another,

Sincerely vours,

Worbart Wlener

hbb



November 21, 1950

Mr, Addlph Rostenberz, Jre
University of Illinols
Allergy Unit

1653 West Polk Street
Chicapgo 12, Illinoils

Dear Mr. Rostenberg:

I am enclosing a copy of my article, "Behavior, Pur=-
pose and Teleology.

I do not have any reprints of the other article you
request, "Purposefl and Non~Purposeful Behavior."
Perhaps you may be able to secure & copy from my
co-author, Dr. Arturo Rosenblueth, Instituto Nacionale
de Cardiologla, Calzada de la Pledad, 300, Mexico,
DeFs, Mexlicos

Thark you for your inquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb
Ence



21 November 1950

Mr, Joseph Strick
255 Weat 23rd Street
New York 1ll, New York

Dear Mr. Strick:

On the whole, I am avaingt the use of my book, The
Human Use of Humen Beinss for f£ilm purposes. 1E
would take a great deal of convineln- to make me
change my minde I do not say that such convineing
is impos=zible, but the burden 1s upon you.

I have fulfilled my obliczations in New York for some
time to come, and expect to be there apain only in
passing on an extensive trip abroad. I therefore
suszest that i1f you think it worthwhile you come to
my office sometime within the next three weeks and
present your material to me,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wlenexr

hbb



THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY
THE FOREMOQST BIOGRAPHICAL AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES
101 FIFTH AVENUE,NEW YORK 3,N.Y.

JAMES T. WHITE & Co.
PUBLISHERS
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT { Forenelod in 1573)

November 22, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Magsachusetts Institute of Technolegy
77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Sirs

On October 23rd we wrote you for data to assist in
the preparation of your biography for The Iational
Cyclopedia of American Biography. Doubtless our
request escaped your attention and we wish to re-
peat it.

This Cyeclopedia, called "White's™ by the librariauns,
has been published for nearly fifty years and is

sold on standing orders tc the libraries, educational
institutions, govermment departments, historical so-
cieties and newspaper offices. Those who use it rely
on it for accuracy and comprehensiveness, which can
be assured only through the subject's cooperation.

The demand for biographical material, particularly of
living people, has never been greater than at present.
We are issuing a series of contemporary volumes to
supply the country with this detailed information.

Your cooperation in filling out the enclosed question-
naire will be very mch appreciated.

Very truly yours,

f—rﬂ — ../ . -
¥l LA/ Ls?2
JCHIN DICKSCN

; Managing Director

JD:C
Eneclosure









BOOk News APPLETON » CENTURY » CROFTS, INC.

November 2, 1950
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW: MAN OF THE CENTURY by ARCHIBALD HENDERSON...

Dr. Archibald Henderson, the authorized biographer of George Bernard Shaw,
announced today that he has in preparation a new, comprehensive biography of
Mr. Shaw which will be published by Appleton-Century-Crofts in the reasonably
near future. The title of the new biography, which will encompass all the
various facets of Mr. Shaw's work and interests, will be: GEORGE BERNARD SHAWS
MAN OF THE CENTURY.

A well-known collector of Shaviana, Dr. Henderson has at his disposal a
wealth of fresh material for incorporation into the new work, which his pub-
lishers believe will be considered the most complete biography of a recent
figure ever written in this country. The new biography will be fully illus-
trated, with many new and hitherto unpublished pictures of Mr. Shaw, as well
as unpublished cartoons and letters.

Dr. Henderson has been for many years the established authority on Bernard
Shaw, as well as his official biographer. He instantly recognized Shaw's genius
when Mr. Shaw was still relatively unknown, and he is credited as having helped
greatly to establish Shaw's place as a world figure through his enlightening
biographies. Henderson's first book, GEORGE BERNARD SHAW: HIS LIFE AND WORK
was hailed by Shaw himself as a masterpiece. It has been described as #the
most fully documented biography of a living man ever produced." Later, BERNARD
SHAW: PLAYBOY AND PROPHET brought new laurels to Henderson when it was acclaimed
by authoritative judges as one of the world's bicgraphical masterpieces and by
Percy MacKaye as "in range of subject, depth of knowledge and critical insight,
conspicuously superior to Boswell's JOHNSON,"

An internationally renowned scholar in the fields of mathematics, history,
drama and literature, Dr. Henderson has recently been elected first president

of the newly formed Shaw Society of America,

APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS, INC.
35 West 32nd Street * New York 1, N.Y.

T-3333 Printed in U.5.A,
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PuiLiee G. Frank
Harvard University

Vice President

CuarLes W, Morgis
University of Chicago

Vice President

ErnesT NAGEL
Columbia University

Secretary-Treasurer

Mivtox R. Konvitz
Cornell University

Percy W. BrRiDGMAN
Harvard University

Econ BRuNSWICK
University of Calif.
at Berkeley

RupoLr CARNAP
University of Chicago

Hersert FEicL
University of Minn.

CarL G. HEMPEL
Yale University

Hupson HoAGLAND
Worcester Foundation
Experimental Biology

Roman Jaxosson
Harvard University

Wirrarn V., O. QuiNe
Harvard University

Hans REICHENBACH
University of Calif.
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Institute for the Unity of Science

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
28 NEWBURY STREET

Boston 16, MASSACHUSETTS

November 22, 1950

Dear Sir:

The Institute for the Unity of Science is pleased to
announce to its members and friends the initial meetings
this coming week of two of the projected study groups.

1. Cybernetics and Communication: First meeting on
Tuesday, November 23, at 8 p.m., in the Conference Room,
third floor, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 28 New-
bury Street, Boston. Professor Norbert Wiener, who is about
to leave Cambridge for an extended visit in Europe, has agreed
to come to the meeting to outline informally some of the prob-
lems this study group may wish to pursue.

2. Sclence and Values: First meeting on Friday, Decem-
ber 1, at 8 p.m., in the Conference Room, American Academy.
Professor Edwin C. Kemble has agreed to chair the first
meeting.

The time and place and frequency of future meetings .will
be fixed by the members of the study groups. For example, it
has been suggested to hold monthly meetings at some convenient
unpretentious dining place. Please be sure to come to the
group of your announced choice, but also feel free to join us
at either of these two initial meetings if you have not yet
signed up for those specific groups. (The other two projects,
Linguistics and Semantics, and Science and Politics, did not
elicit sufficient response at this time. They may be put for-
ward again next fall.)

The Program Committee



Lowell Institute Cooperative Broaclcasting Council

28 Newbury Street - Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE - BOSTON UNIVERSITY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE * MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ' TUFTS COLLEGE

Parker WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KENMore 6-6522

November 22, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-145
Cambridge, lMassachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

This will confirm our recording session Friday, November 2L, at 2:30 Dellle
in Room 1) E-310, the Library Lounge of the Charles Hayden Memorial Library,
to discuss "What are the Goals of Science?" In addition to Dean Harrison
and Dr. Lamb, Professor George Wald of the Department of Biology at Harvard
will join your group.

Wie very much appreciate your moving the time ahead to 2:30 instead of 3:00
as we had originally planned. Professor Wald must leave by }:30 at the
very latest.

Yours sincerely,

cmh



22 November 1950

Dr. Henry Bund
292 liadison Avenue
New York, lew York

Dear Dr, BSunds
Since writing to you yesterday, I have been informed
that I shall sail from New York for Cherbourg on

December 24, 1950, I shall come to New York on
December 21.

i hope that we can get together scme time during
this period.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



November 22, 1950

Mre ﬁilliar Kolodney

Younz Men's & Young Women’a Hebrew Association
Lexinpton &vanua at 92nd Street

lew York 28, New York

Dear lNr. Kolodney:

I now know my days in New York: I shall be there
Dgcember 21, 22, and 23, sailling for Europe on
cember 24 on the Queen Elizabeth,

1f you want me to zive the talk you sugzested, I
should sugrest the 21st or the 22nd, as I don't
know what tire the boat sails on the 24th and may
habe to be aboard the nizht of the 20rd,

Sincerely yours,

1} Norbert Wiener



November 22, 1950

Dr, Janet Rioch
17 West &4th Street
New York, New York

Dear Dr, Rioch:

I shall be in New York on the 2l1st., the 22nd. and
the 25rd., of December, sailing early on the 24th,
on the Queen Elizabeth. I should like to have an
hour's consultation with you on one of those dayse

You will be delizhted, by the way, to hear how
happy Pegry was to meet and mow you,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



November 22, 1950

Dr. Theodore Shedlovsky
Rockefeller Institute
Hew York, New York

Dear Ted:

This is to let you know that I am playing hookey
early, and that I shall sail for France on the
Gueen Elizabeth December 24th. I shall be in New
York some time on the 2lst. I have various
arrangements thet 1 am making there, but I shall
certainly try to zet in touch with you so that we
can talk things over tozethers

1 think it would be nice if we could get tosether
with Iago Galdston,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



November 22, 1950

lirs. Huth Shipleg

Chief, Passport “Yivision
Department of State
Washington 25, Y,C,

Year Mrs. Shipley:

Since writing to you on November 13, I have definite
informetion as to the date and ship on which I propose
to sail to Europe. The ship is the Queen Elizabeth
and the date is Vecember 24, 1950, Could you do me
the favor of seeing that I get my passport no later
than the first week in December, as there is a con=
siderable amount of securing of visas for me to do.

The visas for my wife and my daughter, Marsaret,
are not affected by this earlier date of my sailing
as they propose to leave the United States on the
20th of January or slichtly thereafter and to join
me in England at that time.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb -



November 22, 1950

Mr. George VWelling

“ulbrizht Prosrams Branch
Division of Exchange of Persons
Department of State

Washington 25, D.C,

Dear lr, Welling:

As you know, I am an appointee for a Fulbright Fellow=
ship to go to Europe in January. Recently 1 have been
requested Dy the French government to participate in

a series of lsctures to be held from the 8th Lo the
13th of January on computing machines and the human
beings

Since I wrote to you last on November 13, the Irench
severnment has made arrangements for my passagze on
December 24th on the Queen Elizabeth, These arrancee
ments cover my fare over and ten days subsistence in
Frances They do not cover my return fare, HEven if
1 accept this invitation, the extra expense of living
in France until my originally projected date of arrival
will be comparable to what I zain by passage. It
would therefore be of great importance to me to receive
the money which would otherwise have been paild by the
Fulbright funds for my pessage from the United States
‘€0 France to be applied by me personally to the fares
of my wife and dauthter, This is the only way in which
‘the French invitatlon will not prove to be a financial
- embarrassment to me by reducing the sume I am entitled
to under the Fulbright plan,

Will you please let me know as soon as possible what

my status is in this mattere Will you tell me, also,
how 1 am to make arrangements for my wife and daushter
to go to France as soon as possible on or after the
20ths of January. 1 realize perfectly well that I

will have to take the initiative in arranging this
matter, but the point at issue is whether I am to
receive the equivalent of my transportation from Fule



Mr. walling 2e

bright Fundse

My own transporfation as ziven me by the I'rench governe
ment is cabin eclass. Iy proposal is to receive from
you the money which had been offered me for my own
personal firaste-class transportation and to apply that,
together with some of my own money, to the transporta-
tion of my wlfe and daughter by a lower class.

Sincerely yours,

j )

Norbert Viiener
hbb

[W. -/‘—-Q' /- ;a/



HARVARD UNDERGRADUATE

PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

Lowell House F=21
Cambridge 38, Mass,

November 23, 1950

Dear Professor Wlener,

Thank you very much for coming to our dinner
last night. The serious and penetrating, yet affable and
congenlal tenor of the conversation made the evening one
of the most rewarding experiences of our college career,
We sincersly hope that you have found the occasion a
pleasant ons,

Gordially yours,

Anthony G.

Oettinger
First Marshal



Novemher 23, 1050
722 West 168 St,
New Yorlk 1317 " N_ Y

Dear Professor Wiener:

I make thlis small claim to your attention, as a devoted reader
of your two recent popular books, Cybernetiecs and Fuman Control.
We have not met otherwise, Your technical work in generalizinec
the concept of information, and aprlying the technioue of

"feed back" to control =nd esleculating machines seems to me

to be of the greatest importance, In the future I shall he
interested in the relationships between Cybernetics and
Neurologsy and Endocrinoloey in mediecine,(I am 2 youns man
beginning the study of medluine).

guwt' : unu.onfffbb‘ﬁfig*lkt“;a“‘)
However at/presé t the only “parts of your work whiech I feel

any competence to talk about are the chapters in Human Control,
especially, whieh deal with social relations, I wridte this
letter because, I can understand why you would -wring vour hands
like Jeremiah ard speak anery words like Moses, but I cannot
understand why you treat the two great 61801n11nes which would
of fer you some justifiable (rational,evidence erounded) hope,

I refer to psychoanalysis which you snuh and Marxist analvsis
and movemenT ¥bu treat too ¢oldly and harthv. Both Freud and
Marx's work are qm® often fads, in America especially, but this
to mv mini is only snother indication of their enormons importance
and relevance to our ace, Here is comrlex seientific work
which the masses;who snurn most science, demand continuouslyv,
True, as you point out yourself, the American masses have =
ill-crounded »rovincial education, and this does not ecuip them
to understand either Freud or Marx, who were scientists of the
first ouality in a very different tradition from our own. Fence
the f=d, People in their great need dimly percieve that this
work &s of great importance to them, but they fumble in their
understanding. Such an enthusiasm as a fad, should not embarrass
a serious student who wishes to pursue theqe matters at egeeater
lenofdf) with more discipline, but should be an encourasement .,

I feel this particularly keenlv, because as a child and youth

I worked at hard manual labor among poor people, who as I have
gsince seen from comparison with the profeSQional cirecles I now
assoclate with, are not untalented by any means, but rather
distorted and even persecuted by their noverty and social statud,
These peorle are 1mprlsoned in one of the worst prisons ever
engineered by man, in our society itself, Few meople have the
capacity to see societv as a house or prison with massive
foundation, strong walls and guards or doormen (as you nleaSP)
Freud and Marx were nreat exceptions ¥n the rceneral sense

and as scientists of society ih very special senses,

Both Freud and Marx come from a period in German development

that is almost analorsous to the golden ape of ancient Greece,

New sciences were founded, old sciences were preatly furfhpred

In this activity there is an analagous emnhasis or nreﬁilecfion
which marks the contributions made to ocuite a nqmber of

sciences in this period, which I would call the“sense of history”,



Nevember 23, 1950
722 West 168 St,
New York 32, N, V.,

This is present most clearly in Hegel, but a study of times prior

to his creative prelod will show this concern with history in

the literature, folklore, and culture itself of Germany, In Freud
this concern led him to study the history of the emotions, and it
led Marx to study the history of class suppression and class nower,
(A similar concern for history is shown by representative workers

in history, sociology, anthropolopv musicians like Wagner, von Weber,
and occa31onallv even in the type of contribution made by nthical
scientists, and of course pathologicallyin the Nazi ideolopv when
this 1mpetus already perhaps effete, was grossly distorted,

This concern of Freud and Marx with the history of the individual
psyche and of society, is a concern with,what you call"taping"

in you calculating machines, which have sreat powers of caledation

ang a modest power to learn, potanM As taping adds another dimension
to scope of these machines so the work of Freud and Marx add

another dimension to our understanding of human beings and human
socileties. (I here repeatedly refer to "Freud asnd Marx" as a svmbol
representine whole schools of scholars now dipersed to the Tmited
Kingdom, USSR, US, Israel now influencing and fertilizine
thnuuht in manv dlfferent cultures, perhaps as the wars of Rome

and Macedon once broadcast Greek learnlnp )

You are not one of the numerous scientists now writine soci=al
problem literature, that they do not have trainine or capacitv %o
produce, Your education and talent is too egreat for that althourh
outeide of engiheerine there is a thinness in Fuman Coentrol., The
one reference to psychoanalysis in that, was sareastic, when Freud
in his own masterly work (Civilization And Its Dlscontents, The
Future 6f An Illusion, etc) specifically discusses socisl problems
whieh you not only do "not make succestions about but o not

e think%in terms of any specific methodoloey. Freud once ouite
correctly said,"l have not discovered the unconscious, but rather
discovered a method of studying it". This method marked him as g
scientist who has a repeatedable and verifiable method to study

a socially interesting problem, as againist an artist like Sophocles
Ibsen, Dostoievski, etc who dealt with the same data as an artist,
Freud's understanding of the unconscious and its capacity to
produce anxiety &fid ageression, lays the foundation for a social
structure where education will proceed with intelligent ebjectives
in depth (throughout the psyche's hbstory), This is a restatement®
of the central problem that is bothering wou, viz human ageression.
Thus I think there is remarkable and profound progress in"human

control of human beings", (W/&MMMM accoend)

Marx's work deals with the social, and one might sav cumulative
differences in human ageression, between that of the individual,
and that of society. Just as the individusl psyche is a® learnine
mechanism, which can be led to immorality or studvidity (the same)
by injury, so is society such an oreganism of learnine, which ean
g0 awry under bad instruction (injury). Now one hundred vears

ago Karl Marx, Frederich Fngels and others began to give a very

profound analysis of § ,ne of the worst examnles of wreckine a



November' 23, 1050
722 West 168
New York 32, N, V,

-2

gensitive learning anparatus ever was subjected to, I refer to
class supnression, This to my thinkine is like wour chess plaving
machine which is didturbed by bad or erratie plaving or vour
examnle of the thoroughbred désfroved?%lumsv jock¥es, I talk of
guch thihes at a hieh level of abstraction in this letiter, but

I know thelr tragic meanine in human terms too, on the Faces of
comrade@ in the foundry and truck factory whﬂre I labored and

in the problems of my immediate family and frien@ts, This content
to soecial words should never bhe lost, no matter how immersonal
and abstract our thinking must ecet qt timés in the pursuit of
our chosen disciplines,

As Marx smdthe neo-Marxist® since of all tvpes have heen theorists
(Kautsky, BRernstein, and such scholsrs as Max Weber and Karl
Mannheim and mhornsf@ﬁ‘ Veblen whef/have varied a ereat deal in
the amount of Msrxisn inluence thdy found useful)the Bommunists
today znd LSELHNLK? vith Lenin and Stalin and now ineludineg Tito
and Mao Tse-tung are mot pure scientists but engineers, and
should be judged ééé accordingly, Fach of these men now gsuidine
an independent nation within Communist civilization is a great
enpinepr, proved by parties, schools, armies, and citles and

collectives already conﬂtrncfiku.

Within these engineerine concerns thef# are specific evils and

an evil narrewnesse, that I find a esrievous trasedy, but I do not
desvair of =all three Communist cultures and those vet unborn.

Western scholars judee injustice in the Communist countries with

a double standard, When a Czech or Russian scholar is discirlined

or 1f erossly irsubordinate to the nartv 1s seni to a labor- correction
-prison, there is a shocked silenee then rase, whilegmuch sreater
3A14R4348 meonitude of orders of mapnitude of injustice is done

peoples under estern domination with insouciance that nuite properly
infuriates Communists and drives them to _lageression”. Wé Put

more sharply, this means that the privil§§§§6f well fed professors
with schizoid personalities and a propensity to verbalize is more
important thah the needs of African, Asian, and South Americen

men for bread, and the lower classes of Hurope for the next range

of needs mediecine, schooling, and after that self-respect, In other
words 1 am saying "the Russian masses are fed, they do have
medicine, schooling and selfrespect(e.g. prlzes and medals for
good farmlny or coal mining, and also the fact that Russian art
is desiened for all, which is why Prokofieff, Shostokoviteh and
others were disciplined récently) while the Asians, Africans,” vs-¢
and South Americans do not have enough food and the poor of
Americait and Europe do not have medicine, schooling, or self respedt,
This profound dffference is not reflected in vowattitudes or
comparisons, Spreadine the satifactions of life is the onlyv wav

to &4bd ston social ageression, The only way this can be done

is by widenine the ruling olass of each culture to include the
proletariatéd and neasantry, _

I thus eive vou my thoushts on these matters, (as being partlv
stimulated by vour books), for what they are worth to vou, Yours have
been of oreat value to me, I personally appreciate them,

Very truely vours,

Comp 13/7/30] RM W. Saauwwﬂ/*-



EMBAJADA DE MEXICO

Section: Consulate General

Num: CG-3242 O *%d

L 1Y

Expz 73-0/553.1"50"/1 S,

Washington, D, C., November 24, 1950,-

Mr, Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Department of Mathematics,
Cembridge 39, Massachusetts,
Dear Sirz
With new reference to your letter of September
7, 1950, I wish to advise you that the Secretary of the Interior
in Mexico City has informed this Embassy that no request has

been received for the admission of Mr., Laurant Schwarz to

Mexico,

Yours very truly,

For the Ambassador,

.:\__\ i
) A e,
Rafael Aveleyra,
Consul General,-

RAz2Cgl.=
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THE LIBERAL ARTS PRESS
153 WEST 72ND STREET

NEW YORK 23, N, Y,

November 24, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Enclosed you will find pageproof of
your contribution to the Sheffer
volume .

Since we have a deadline to reet we
would appreciate it if you would
return the corrected pageproof and
galleys as soon as possible,

Sincerely yours,

It {

"l" ““*"-l_."‘l{"’{fj

Helaine Avison :

Assistant to she Editor



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
2 EAST 103 STREET
NEW YORK 29, N. Y.

TELEPHONE ATWATER 9-4700

November 24, 1850

Dezr Norbert:

Thenk you for your letter of
November 20. I can well understand your
inclination to,"take a load off the larynx",

Be sure to let me know in advance
when you are likely to be in New York, I
want to be sure to reserve time and to
plan for a mesl together,

Faithfully yours,

\\m
T%O G‘ dston' MoDo

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridee 39, Massachusetts

[eab



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 25, D, Cs DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

(o)

e o Y A Q&
Vyemoer ety l.‘J:JO

In reply refer to k
IEP

lly dear Dr. Wiener:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated November 13,
1950, regarding arrangements for your travel to France as a grantee
under the Fulbright Act.

In regard to your request for transportation which will allow
an arrival convenient for your attendance at the symposium in Paris
of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientific on January 8, 1951,
it is suggested that a reservation may be made for you on the S.S. Jueen
Llizabeth of the Cunard Lines which will sail from New York on December 2y
1950, and arrive at Havre, France, on December 30, 1950, This schedule
offers the closest available arrival date to January &, 1951.

Upon receipt of a statement from you indicating that the finanecial
allowances which accompany your invitation to attend the symposium do
not include transportation to or return from France, the Department
will request the United States Educational Commission for France to
prepay a first-class reservation on the steamship sailing described
above if you consider that acceptable. If you wish to use air trans-
portation, you may do so with the understanding that any excess costs
over surface travel will be deducted by the Commission from allowances
payable to you under the award.

Any allowances, other than for traensportation from the United States
to France made in connection with your participation in the symposium,
which are for your use in a period of time before the actual effectuation
of your awsrd under the Fulbright Act will not affect the allowances
made to you in that award.

Reservations

Norbert Wiener, Ph.D.,
lMassachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts.



-

Reservations for the travel of your dependents should be macde by
you and prepaid in United States dollars. The United States Lines
have scheduled a sailing of the S.S. America for January 23, 1951, on

which you may obtain space by communicating with the office of that
line.

Sincerely yours,

e

Howard P. Backus
Chief
Fulbright Programs Branch
Division of Exchange of Persons



Untren Srares LaiNgs

UNITED STATES LINES COMPANY

563 BOYLSTON STREET
(COPI.EY SQ(IAI{E)
BOSTON 16, MASS.

PANAMA PACIFIC LINE
AMERICAN PIONEER LINE

P

Eo ol = 3T
November 24, 1950

Dr, Norbert Wiener A Yo i #
Department of Mathematiecs = AW oy
Massachusetts Institute of Technology P Wi ‘ ‘
Cambridge, Massachusetts AL e [ase -

A [ e & o
Dear Dr, Wiener: A B "'{,ﬂa e T Aad

We wunderstand that you and your féinily are contemplating a trip
to Europe about Jenuary 20th, We have the S.S. AMERICA scheduled to
sall from New York on January 23rde gp=

We enclose sailings, rates, and descriptive plans of the S5 .
AMERICA, You will notice that this steamer carrys three classes, First,
Cabin, and Tourist.

If you will advise full names of yowr family, class preferred and
just when you wish to sail, we will be pleased to make the best pos—
gible arrangements for jyou,

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call on us,

Yours very truly,
(PO
¢ J. F. Doyle

JFD, K
Enclosures

Keep America Strong on the Seas,
TRAVEL and SHIP in AMERICAN SHIPS
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. S R UY W ULE AL I P |
i [HE HOLLYWOOD TEN |||||
\

s e = =l{

) WEST 44t STREET * NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK + MUgrray Huor 7-216

November 24, 1950,

Dear Friendi-

yo% I have just learned with considerable indignation,
Albert Maltz that six of the Hollywood Ten have been denied parnle,
Comal - Oriits As you may remember, two of the ten men, by an accident

SR L of the Court calendar, received sentences of six months,
S vhile the other eight were given the maximun sentence of
one year in jall, These two are being released this month,
but unless the Parole Board hears from interested citizens,
it seems apparent that the others will have to serve their
full year,

Dalton Trumbo

Under ordinary circunstances, there would be scarcely
any question that the Parole Board would equalize the sen-
tences of men convicted of the same charge in the sane case,
That 1t has seen fit to depart from this strong tradition
1s dismaying, indeed,

Consequently, we are asking a number of reople in the
arts and professions to urge the Parole Board to reconsider
these cases. Will you sign the encloged statement which
does not go into the merits of the case but ssks reconsider-
ation on the sole basis of the inequity of the sentences,

Will you be gond enough to return the statement to us
as quickly as possible so that we nay send 1t on to the
Parole Boardyg

Sincerely,

Vs D Lo

Robert Morss Lovett,

*At the time of writing action had not been taken in the cases
of Semuel Ornitz and Adrian Scott,



JosepH B. PorPrE
Management Consultant
71 WAYNE AVENUE

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK

White Plains 8-1223 November 24 1950

Dr, Norbert Wiener

Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Yourtalk before the Society for the Advancement of
Management in New York some days ago was inspiring and stimulating
to the point that I cannot resist the urge to write you of my
appreciation of the opportunity to sit at your footstool.

Your references to the relationships between cyber—
netics, theology and the supernatural were a genuine satisfaction.
The universe was created by the Inifinite and is operated by
unchanging universal laws. Man in his search for truth has dis-
covered a few, Cybernetics seems to apply these universal laws
to our finite industrial existence and to make possible mant's
release for broader achievements -= I hope. I have not yet had an
opportunity to read your book, which you so graciously autographed,
but it is a must.

I am not a scientist - simply a consulting management
engineer who slants his activities toward the problem business,
usually inherited as a close corporation by the banking or trust
officer and the attorney upon the passing of the manager-owner or
due to other ecoromic causes. It is unusual for either of these
professions - the attorney or the banker - to have been exposed to
industrial operating experience. My practise is to supply that
need.

__Sincerely yours, —

JBP/wat.

8
&



48-39 64th Streat
Woodslde, New York
November 25, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of lMathematlcs
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, lMasachusetts

Degear Doctor Wiener:

First, I wish to take this opportunity to tell you how
much your recent lectures at the NY Academy of Medlcine and
the Brooklyn Academy of Music deeply impressed me = not only
with wisdom, but with humenity. It is _bgyond doubt that you
are one of the few men of our time whi?%g%ually and intelligent-
ly realized the grave danger inherent in the unstable and dell-
cate interconnections between our psycho=gsoclial and technologl-
cal developments in the 20th century; and the final chapter of
your Cybermetics was unforgettable.

Consequently, over and above what I might have had myselfl
to say to you, I was also deeply disappointed - after your
letter apprising me that you might call me if in town = that I
did not have that pleasure, ar at least that it was deferred.

I am enclosing your own Critical Probabllity curve, charting
periods of critical or "turning-point" significance for approxi=-
mately 100 years of your life(time development), Two runs of the
graph have been made and one superposed so that both the raw out=-
put and the subsequent connected curve might be evident, and I
have marked future years. The interval 1954-60 presents the
longest maintained and highest probability plateau, or period
of critical significance, of the near future. From past observa-
tions of the machine's performence with lmown data, these years
are indicated as an interval of primary significance through
which far=-reaching aspects of your work would be able to be for-
warded in ways of conslderable importance. lMore probability over-
tones, so to speak, could have been used over and above the baslc
wave structure employed for the sake of simpliclty of presenta-
tion; but they would not change the basic determination, but only
fill in the fine=stiructurae.

I hope that the enclosed photograph of the machine wlll
not be amiss.

Yours sincerely,

Yty Whesesr

Charles A. Muses
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Dr. HERBERT B. WILCOX, J-.
10 EAST 90th STREET
NEW YORK 28, N. Y. November 25, 1950

ATWATER 9-6622

Professcr Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge, 392, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiesner:

Thank you so much for your letter of November 20th. We are
truly disappointed that you will not be able to address our Soclety
but fully understand your reasons for regretting et this time.
Zver hopeful, I wonder whether you would congider coming to our
Spring meeting lnstead, after you return from Europe ? The Spring
meetlng 1s usuelly held in May and if you will be back by then and
would care to commit yourself we could set a specific date at this
time. In high hopes of hearing from you favorasbly on this alternative
orojeet and wlshing you a bon voyage and an interesting time abroad,
I am

Very sincerely yours,

Herbert B. Wilcox,Jr., M.D.



WALDO FRANK + -
Truro, Massachusstts o 9 vy
26 november 50 D I~

Dear Doctor Norbert Wiener,

Thanks for your letter, which reached me
yesterday. I agree with much of it. What you say of the intellectuals
is certainly so. I share the sbysmel ignorance of most of them about
science and mechanics. Most of the intellectusls are content to register
their impotence =2nd despair - which can be done in fine aesthetic tarss.
Some rush back into old obsolete integrestions, like the m=e-Churches;
or hope to take over the psychological technicues and methodologies of
the Zast. Very very few, slas! have faced the problem scuarely: the need
of methods, both psychological and socio-economic,whereby what is valid
in our trladitional values may be madd cogent in our crisis. I am one of
these, but I don't blame you in the lsast for not knowing this; what I'Ve
menaged to put into a few books has been far too groping and inadeguate
to gaimycurrency. My little observation about you in that foot-note,
from meaning that you were "worse" than the most eminent intellesctuals
in your approach to the problem, expressed - perhaps clumsily - perhaps
naively, my surprise and regret that you were not a grest desl better!
That is: it s=emed to me that a marvelously trained mind like yours, in
its sensitive awareness of the crisis, should at least be hospitable the
idea and need of methodology to implement those values which you are N
right in wishing to preserve end which 4+ share with you. e

ar

I could fill many pages with observations bout your letter. But thers is
not time, now. For instance, I disagree with you about your skepticism

on the creative discoveri®s of men in extremis. I think it can be shown
that much we all live by, intellectually, spiritually, came oyt of the
urgencies of crisis. But whether or not, since the crisis is here, what
would you have us do? Give up trying, because the "laboratory condit-

ions" are not perfect? I think, moreover, you are wrong about "conversion:"
even biologically, nature proceeds by Jumps; quantitative changes become
gualitative. The conversion of the world in the last 200 years of the
scientific revolution has been & cualitative change brought sbout by quan-
itative changes that had already gone on for centuries. Man must meet it;
the one thing I am trcubled by in your letter is th: suspicion that you

use words like "in extremis" =nd "conversion" semanticely to mesk = reluct-
ance - to "noyer un chien en l'asccusant de la rage." Why for instance do
you apriori bfing in nonsense like Dianetics? Do the charlstan wmechanics
of the past centairy prove anything against the solid work of men like
yourself?

I am hurpying off this letter Dbecause there is 2 chance thet I may be

in Boston the middle of this week, and I should be gratefuli if you could
find time to have a talk with me. May I phone you? could you perhaps have
2 guiet meal or @&ink with me? You see: I am proffoundly interested in the
groblem - not of superseding the wlues of the great moralists (s you seem
to &mpply, but in the problem of msking them cogent in the infinitely more
efficient way which our crisis demands. My earlier bocks are full of in-
timations of this probiem; but I hope soon to be free to tackle it dir-
ectly. And, even though you cguite rightly feel that I can not in ezny way
help you, I have felt all along Xmmximkmite since I first touched your
work, however remotely, that you could help me. I've gotten your first
book, having decided I should résd it before I returned to your second one.
Unfortunately, I've not had time to read it)(it is not an easy book for

2 ientifically illiterate man like myself). I had hoped to read them
BOEﬁ Defore ﬁav%ng " talﬁ with you, bu% unfortunately I've not managed.

I do hope I may se= you. sincervely,
l\/ql (S \/M /



@hye New Pork Times

TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 18, N. V.
LACKAWANNA 4-1000

November 27, 19850

Dear Professor Wiener:

Mr. Kaempffert from the office,
(he is in the hospital undergoing an operation), I turn
to yoeu for enlightenment. A reader asks "is the word
cybernetics pronounced with a hard 'e like kybernetics,
or a soft "¢t oM

Many thanks for letting me know.

In the absence of

Sincerely yours,

wue (&»\L.&Mﬁa_x«ﬂr
Marie Berlinghoffi

Assistant to the
Scienmce Editor

Professor Norbert Wieéner
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN
DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING November 27 1950
LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

D 1888

Professor Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39 Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

My collesgues on the Committee of Privilege and Tenure, Academic Senate,

Southern Section, desire to use your letter dated March 8 1950, and

addressed to me in connection with a report on the "status of the oath."

May we have this permission?
Please accept my regards. N

ce Letter March 8 attached L. M. K. Boelter



COPY COPY COPY
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

Department of Mathematics

March 8, 1950

Professor L.M.K. Boelter

Department of Engineering

University of California at Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Dear Professor Boelter:

As I have already written you the circumstances
of an excessively heavy schedule prevent my
accepting your invitations for the summers of
1951 and 1952 to the two branches of the
University of California. May I also point
out that the possible action of your Board

of Regents would make any acceptance of any
invitation to your University whether for a
term or for a single lecture impossible in

the future.

I am distinctly against the employment of credal
tests for people in academic positions, and with

all respect to my friends in both branches of the
University of California, I must insist on foregoing
any visit to an institution maintaining such tests,
whether for many or for any one group.

You will understand that this action is not personal

as far as you are cencerned, but that it is a necessary
consequence of the fact that if we do not insist on

our liberties at present, we shall have no liberties
left to insist on.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
NW: z

cc: Professor Jerzy Neymann



133 Bd. lMalesherbes ]h‘
Paris 17 <+rance

DocTEUR HENRI CHEVALIER 133, BOULEVARD MALESHERBES.XVIIt
ANCIEN INTERNE DES HOPITAUX DE PAR(S WASRAM 45259
EX-CHEF DE CLINIQUE CARDIOLOGIQUE A LA FACULTE.
MEDECIN ASSISTANT DES HOPITAUX DE PARIS PART S, le 27 novembre 1q 50

“‘SUR RENDEZ-VOUS

Cher Professeur,

Je me permets de vous envoyer un article
gul vient d'8tre publié par le grand guotidiem frangais,
le "Figaro". Il concerne, bien entendu, vos travaux fameux
sur la CYBERNETIQUE,

Durant le récent Congr2s mondial de cardio-
logie, Jj'ai eu le trds grand plaisir de revoir plusieurs
de nos awmis mexicains dont le Pr. CHAVEZ, ainsi que le FPr.
Paul D. WHITE, votre compatriote.

J'espere que votre sante est satisfaisante
et Je soahalte vous revoir cet hiver a Parls si votre pro-
jet de conférences au Colldge de France n'a pas été annulé.

Acceptez, Cher Professeur, l'expression
de mes sentiments respectueux,

Profqgseur NORBERT WIENER. C::::::::f” s

[aﬁu /2/5‘/5‘0\_[




TEACHERS COLLEGE
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
NEW YORK 27, N.Y.

November 27, 1950

Professor Norbert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Profesesor Weiner:

Enclosed herewith are articles by
Dr. Simon L, BRuskin, who has done research
on muscle metabolism, He is interested in
your work, and has carried out some of your
ideas in his research. You may or may not
find the contents of these articles related
to your concept of integration of scientific
research, but I thought that you would be
interested in knowing that a man of high
medical repute is making use of csome of your
published material.

Sincerely,

o B

Howard ¥, Fehr
Head, Department of the
HFF:AP Teaching of Mathematics



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

November 27, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155, M.I.T.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The "Round Robin Statistics Seminer," & B.U.-
Harvard=-M.I.T. affair, is very anxious to have you address
ite Some time in December or Jamuary, 1;:30-5:30 P.M.,

L5 minutes for the telk, 15 minutes for discussion. Normal
attendance: 20-25. Methematical level of the audience is
not high, and & rather expository talk would be best. Most
persons are social science majors (graduate students snd
staff) with some experience in mathemetics and statistics.
A few others, Mosteller, von Mises, etce

The subject "The Fubture of Stetistical Prediction
in Social Science" would be my choice, but anything you pre~
fer would be entirely acceptable to use.

Hope you will be able to meke it.

With best wishes,

fdo~oled fore g

Herold Freeman
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LOUIS M. LOEB, President
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NEW YORK 28, N. Y.

JACK NADEL, Executive Diractor
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November 27, 1950

Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Wiener:

Thank you for your letter of

November 22.

I regret to inform you that the
auditorium is not available in
December. I trust that you will
get in touch with us when you
return f rom Europe. 1 believe we

can then find a date suitable for

both of us.

Sincerely,

ZZQQV"/(i;(L‘“:°j7

William Kolodney
Educstional Director

Wk:cc

ATwater 9-9456



HOTEL WESTLEY
126 WEST T3ra STREET
NEW Y 0 RK 23, N.Y,

NOVEMBER

2 1
1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener,
Professor of Mathematics,
Massachrgetts Institrie of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr, Wiener:-

Have Jjvst finished reading vovr book, "The Human Use of Hwman
Beings," and think 1t most interssting and also constrvctive, The
things yvov h=d to say about edrcation intarasted me most. On vage
93, wor say that children wovld come o't with a langvaze if 1eft alone
and ort of contact with langrasze of their seniors.

Several years ago I read in a story - a book - history of the
Great Mogrl of India, that he had crt the tonguves oft of AO slaves,
and prt them in attendance on 60 bahies so vorng that they had not
heard mich if any spesch., These slaves tended the children several
vears and the children showed no sizns of spoken commmication accor-
ding to the accornt. I think I can locate the book. I4 was on the
reading shelves of the 42nd Strest Public Library, At the time I
was considerably interested in the Behavioristic theories of psychology,
and thovwght it the first large experiment in that field that I had
h=ard of, or read abort.

At abort the same time I was reading of some Children's nvrseries
in England. The accovnt there stated that children of poor peonle
left in day nwrseries wers fed bv the at:endants by prtting the food
in plates on the floor. The children wovld dig in like little nigs,
and fight and squabble over the food, brt le-rned no speech bacayse
they were not talked to by the attendant - she had too mch to do,
and their parents talked 1little to them becavrss they took them home
at night and p»t them to bed.

Bvt when these children were later nlaced in better nrrasrieg
or kindergartends thsy picked wp the langraze vearygrickly, almost
instantaneorsly. That is in a few wesks they were talking as well
as other children who had had better handling,

Your remark on the same page aw™t Chimnanzeas not being able
to talk was written before a recent report that a Chimpanzesz had
spoken three words, "¢'p'"was one, and I do not remember the other
two. But gwprose that o Chimp were svrrovnded by a gzlassed in
inclosrre, with mirrors on say thres gsides, and on the forrth side,
a motion pictrre screen on which was shown a Chimp of his own age
and sige. If this.movie chip, were taken in silent movies, do ng
all the things the caged chimp 4id s ch as handling cvps, atc./



Dr. Norbert Weiner, i

were to be limed vp with or accompanial by a sownd track which h=d him
talk with a hvman voice abowt the "Cup" or other things he handled,

it might persvade the caged chimp to try to imitate the swpvosed voice
of the movie chimp.

Parrots talk, crows talk I am told, et I have never heard one.
Thay evidently learn from being close to someone who talks to ‘hem.

Just recently I became interested in John Brnyan's "The Holy War,"
dee to having rssd Kipling's poem "he Holy War," on naze 287 in his
‘book of Verse the Definitive Edition. The story of the Holy War is
the fight between the "Lord" a Shad?ai which I swpose is a Hebrew
name for God, and Diabolws, the Devil. It is a most interesting
allegorical story, and the emphasis on thé apnoro=ch throvgh "Barzate®
to "Mansovl.®

In trtoring I have always noticed that boys who have been read to
by their parents have a much better vocabwlary than boys who have
read themselves. That maybe the reason the Rvsaians prt sc mrch faith
in "Ear Propaganda" as they strive to do inm their sovnding off at the
United Nations.

I wonder if anyone has attemnted to keep track of the words a child
picks wp in lesarning to talk. A room 2qvipped with a continvors re-
cording instrvment, covld keen track of a child's talk, and his vocab-
vlary cornted from day to day, and new words covld be fed to him as
rapidly as he co»1ld take them in. He also covld be ziven the motion pictrre
treatment with babies talking to him -.

I can memorize a sincle verse of noetry of eight or less lines with
five repetitions alovd, twt that will not be finally fixed. With 25
repetitions I can fix it for a week or so, then I will have to go
over it again., Buvt I find I memorize much more rapidly by repsating
anything alovd - I hold it is dve to the iear hearing, the eye secing,

and the tongve - lips, etec saying it. If I write it on the typewriter,
or by hand it staye longer,

Mvsic - the Do-Mg-Sol-Do or sclfeggio notation is easy to memorize,

Ly

in singing, ad helps immensely in keeping the words or svllakles on the
key, and in time. etec.

My memoriﬁﬁ for nrmbers is mvch batter than for anything elege. When
I strdied chemistry I knew all the atomic weights, the boiling points
etc. In trigonometry I knew the logarithms of many of the most vsed
nvmbers. I worked ovt trig in 30 days, by simply dividing the pages of
the book by thirty and doing the resvlting nrmber of rages each day,
T worked all the problems of 3 additional texts, and mede an 100% on
the Enfirance examination at University of Michigan.,

Report has it that abort 96% of all ovr intake comes bhrorgh theeve,
abort I per cent throvgh the ear, and the remainder throvgh the other
senges, bwt it seems to me that the Ear is more important for words.
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I took one or two cowrses vnder vowr father at Harvard, and he
said in his Bni'versityﬁﬁ days he andother stwdents vwsed to get together
and talk all night long. Of covrse, we had a lot of bwll segsions
in college, b2t I never remember gding at it to that extent.

I note that vor are a shade vessimistic abovt the futvre. I
think yvow hwe some grownds for that, twt I do believe that the engineer
shovld concern himself with edrcating the mind of man more than he has
Up to now. A grest deal can be done with the hrman mind - if it will
let itself be tavght, =nd I think that meny will svbmit to prover
training., Wm. Batt. of S.K.F. indrstries, who is a past president of
the Amrican Society of Mechanical Engineers has ventrred to state that
the engineer of the frtere shov1a make allowance for the men he cnts
ot of jobs by his now machines. That is he shovld plan something else
for these men his machines will eliminate, That is not a simple problem,
but it shovld be considerad,

Leigwre is going to be owr greatest problem - what to do with it,
Pe Novy's claims that the mind is capable of evolving more and more
and that is his ides of the destiny of man. That is, man'sg degtiny is
to evolve his mind more and more,

My class at Harvard was 1916. I was a freshman at University of
Michigan and came to Harvard in 1913, as en wnclassified stvdent. I
vas ovt of collge 1915 In Jawary to Janvary 1916 dve to iritis. I
specialized in chemigtry and anthronology. Bwt after the War - I was
& second lievtenant in Fiaeld Artillery - I worked with Hrdlicka for
a while, in Washington at the U,S. National Mrsevm - as his assigtant,
then left to become a chemist in a large commercial fertilizer plant.

After the depression of 1927, I come to New York and have been in the
newspaper field since,

I knew yor slizhtly in Harvard, wsed to wrestle with vor in Sargant
Gymnasivm., I weighed 133, you 175 or thereaborts, However I wag va g
quick and wiry, and while you probably do not revsmber me at all, we
did bave some rather warm bovts,

I 4o hope yow continwve operating in this “ield, =nd wri te many more
books - I have done fraee lance puwblicity for yeara, some ofmy accovnts
being American Institute of Mining and “etallvrg:lcal Engineers, American
Bociety of Machanieal Engineers, American Soclety of Civil Engineers,
Investment Covnsel Agsociation of Amatica," etc,

Geotg e A. M:lllem:-’.1
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November 27, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Dr. Duane Roller, president of the American Association of
Physics Teachers, tells me that he heard recently a lecture that
you gave in Indiana on the subject of cybernetics which, although
quite elementary, outlined the subject end its implications in a re-
markably clear manner. He suggested that I write to you, asking if
it would be possible for you to elaborate your lecture somewhat into
an article that would be appropriate for the American Journal of Physics.

As perhaps you know, the American Journal of Physics is devoted
to cultural and instructional aspects of physical science. It is
probably read by 1ts subscribers more thoroughly than most other
journals devoted to physics. As a genersl rule, since the Journal
is read mainly by teachers of physics 1n colleges, we like to have
articles couched at about the level of a first year graduate student
or perhaps at the level of a competent senior. There is, however, no
firm editorial policy on this point.

By contributing such an article you would enlarge the circle
of Intelligent men who were aware of the implications of cyberneties.
We would be very pnleased to suvply you with a considerable number of
reprincs.

I hesitate to suggest an appropriate length, Occsasionally we
use articles that run to more than 100 typewritten pages, usually
publishing them in two or more parts. I belisve that 10,000 words,
or approximately 15 pages of our Journal, 1s about enough for one
article or one installment of an article,

I hope very much that you will have the lelsure to give us such
a contribution,

Yours sincerely,

. Ox

Thomas H. Osgood, Editor

THO : id



November 27, 1950

Senor Rafael Avsleyra, Consul General
Embasgay of Mexico
Washington, D.Ce

Degar Senor Avelsyraj

Many thanks for your courtesz; I have found out
from other sources that Mr, urant Schwarz has

abandoned his atterpt to make his Mexican trip,

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



27 November 1950

Dre lago Galdsten

Hew Yorl: Academy of Medicine
2 Bagt 105 Street

New York 29, New York

Dear Dre Galdstont

I sall from New York on December 23rd, or 24th. I
shall arrive in New York on the 21st, with my wife.
I should like her to meet you and you to meet hep,

I shall let you know how we may meet after I arrive.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



#

November.27. 1950

Dr, Archibald Henderson
721 Bast Franklin Street
Chapel Hill, Horth Carolina

Deay Dr, Hendersont

I have moat certainly not forgotten you and I appre-
clate cordially your opinions of my two books,

49 to Dernard Shaw: I certainly do not under-rate
the sclentific quallty of his mind when 1t comes

to historical deseriptions such as ere found in

Saint Joans His biolngy, however, 1s characterized
v & vain Lemarcklanism which, in my opinion, can
lead to no concrete applications.

L feel that the loss of Shaw, even in his 90's,
deprives the present generation of a much needed
Voltaire,

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener
hbb



November 27, 1950

My, Eobert Kemp
552 FPourth Avenue
Troy, lew York

Dear Mr. Kemp:

It 1a always tempting to be invited to do something
as a public service, but there are two slight handie
caps under which I suffer.

Cne is that my day contains only twenty«four hours
and about twenty-five of these are bespcoken. The
other 1s that in sbout three weeks, God and Stalln
willing, I shall leave for a sixemonth trip to
Europe, to be immediately succeeded by a six-month
trir to Mexico.

Sincersely yours,

Horbert Wiener



November 27, 12950

lire Alfred Krasner
24€ Sullivan llace
Brooklyn 25, New York

Dear Nr. Erasners

There 1s something that can be done to produce

sharp images {rom out-of-focus photographs. The
problem depends on dividing the Fourler transform
of the oute-of'«fcecua photograph by the Fourier trans-
fors: of the blurr and reconvertings Cne gsts into
gserious difficulties if the blurr is of such a nae
ture that the Fourier transform has zercs, But
there are approximate ways of getting around the
problems The problem 1s, as you yourself have seen,
rather close to the wave fllter problem.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener
hbb



Novembher 27, 1950

Professor E.R, Lorech
Department of Mathematics
Columbla Unlversity

New York 27, New York

Dear Professor Lorch:

I shall be down In New York with my wife from the
2lst. of December until the 24th, when I sall for
Hurope, I 8hall certainly look you upe

Bring on the language boys, and we'll see what we
can doe

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



November 27, 1250

Mr. F.Fq“ OfMmer

Offner Ylectronics Inc.
5320 Forth Kedzle Avenue
Chicaro 25, Illinois

Dear Mr, Offner:

I am workings up through some of my colleagues the
prohlem of non=linsar operators and how they may
be of some importance in ERG enalyais, However,

at present I am busy with my approaching trip to
Burope and eannot do anythins about 1t, I shall
sse Gray Walter thers and a number of other people,
and I shall talk over some of your ideas with them.

Sinecerely vours,

Y Norbert Wiener
hbb



November 27, 1950

Dr. Arturo Rosenbleuth
Instituto N, de Cardiolesia
Avenida Cuauhtemoec 300
He:‘[ico; D‘.F.; Mexico

Dear Arturo:

Yesterday, my birthday, Mendez, Mandoki, and Sodi

were over at our house, It was exactly a year ago
ghat we had seen one another at my party at the
ene.,

1 am hoping to be with you again long before my
next birthday, and, like yourself, T shall have my
decks cleared for action,

Sincerely yours,

. Norbert Wiener
hbb

il



November 27, 19850

Mre Al N, Seares
HKemington Rand, Incs
615 Fourth Avenue

New York 10, Wew York

Dear lir. Searcs:

1 enjoyed the meeting in New York and I enjoyed
meeting you in particular.

The Hemington Hand razor has arrived and is doing
valiant work In making me semle-presentacle., It
is thoroughly satlstfactory, and represents a very
kind thousht on your part.

Sincerely yours,

Horbert Wiener
hbb



November 27, 1950

Drs E,HeFs van der Lely

“ebouw voor Weg-en Waterbouwkunde
Technische Togeschool
Costplantsoen 25. Delft

Holland

Dear Dre van der Lely:

I am at present very busily occupled in preparing
for a trip to Burope. I shall be in Eurcpe, chiefly
In Parls, from the beginning of January for about
slx monthss I can be reached at the College de
France,

lMeanwhile, I should like to wait until I have more
leisure than I have at the moment befors answering
your questionse

Sincerely yours,

Vorbert Wiener
hob
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Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council

28 Newbury Street - Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE - MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ' TUFTS COLLEGE

ParkerR WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KEnmore 6-6522

November 29, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-155
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Arrangements are complete for the recording session this Friday, except
for inviting one more participant.

Series: SCIENCE ON TRIAL
Topic for this discussion: HAS SCIENCE UNDERMINED RELIGION?
Date of Recording: Friday, December 1, 1950

Time of Recording: 3:00-5:00 p.m.
g

Place of Recording: Library Lounge, Room 1l E-310
Charles Hayden Memorial Library, M.I.T.

Other participants: Dean George R. Harrison, Dean of Science, M.I.T.

Rev. Michael J. Ahern, S.J., Weston College

Yours sincerely,
[ e

C
Parker Wheatley

cmh
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The épzncsm f/)msu, One.

WALTER DILL SCOTT, Ph.D.,LL.D

President Emeritusr Northwestern University

FRANKLIN 3. MEINE, AL M.

EDITOR-IM-CHIEF
CHAIRMAN EDITORIAL BOARD

Nov. 29, 1950

Prof. Norbert Wiener
liass. Inst. of Tech.
Cambridge, liass.

~

Dear Dr. Wiener,

For the forthcoming revision of the American Peoples Encyclopedia,
we should like to have an article on the subject of Cybernetics,
and of course we would like to have it written by you. Dr.
William F. Whitmore, who is rewriting our article on Cakteulating
lMachine, says he will be glad to do the article on cybernetics

if you do not have the time to do so, and suggests that I mention
this in my letter to you. He also suggests that I point out that
we will NOT have an article on dianetics; this is by way of negative
indication that your article on dybernetics will be in a goed,
scientific midbieu.

I am authorized to offer you only the token payment 6f three cents
per words for this artiecle. It should be as short as you feel is
Jjustified, but in no case longer than avout 700 words.

Very truly yours,

Ptirt S MedA

Robert E. Machol



November 29, 1950

Mr., Waldo Frank
Truro
Magsasachusetts

Dear lir. Franlk:

Many thanks for your letter of lovember 26th,

I shall be delighted to have an opportunity to
carry out my argument with you face to face, and
even to be face to face with you without an
argument to carry further. And from one intel-
lectual to another, there is no higher compliment
than a willingness to fizht with him.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

hbb



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
2 EAST 103 STREET

NEW YORK 29, N.Y.

TELEPHONE ATWATER 9-4700

November 30, 1950

Dezsr Norbert:

I am delighted to know that you are to be in
New York on the twenty-first, On the altar of good
friendship, I sacrifice four patiente just to keep
that evening free, Of course I suspect that the
patients will not suffer thereby and, if you will lat?Lf
guote me, might even benefit, —

I intend to share my pleasures with my own
“better half'and maybe we can arrenge to dine together,
including Ted Shedlovsky,

Eeep me informed of your plens,

Faithfully yours,

Ry
\fag?/éaldaton, Mo DI

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Masssachusetts

[cab



THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA 3 - PENNSYLVANIA

FOUNDED FEBRUARY 5, 1824
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Dr. Norbert Wiener

Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Desr Dr. Wiener:

Enclosed you will find the manuscript and galley
proof of your paper "Homeostasis in the Individual and
Society," which we are to publish in our 125th snniversary
issue, in January.

Will you be good enough to examine the proof,
indicating any necessary corrections thereon, and return
just the proof to me in the enclosed envelope? The
manuscript you may keep.

-

Also, I should like to know whether you are
interested in having reprints of the paper, and if so,
how many. As a small token of our appreciation, we shall
be glad to furnish the desired number with our compliments.
Please advise me how many you will want, when you return
the gelliey proof.

Sincerely,
(/"’{ > ) -’;. (-»’<’_-. LA
/'/7/‘;\‘/_/‘ _},' ML&:;; =t vk

Assistant Editof/



Rabbis
ABRAHAM J. KLAUSNER, D. D.
EARL A. GROLLMAN, M. H. L.

TE M P L E I S R A E L Religious School Principal

SAMUEL A. NEMZOFF

Executive Director

Lonewoop AVENUE AND PLymouTH STREET ¢ Boston 15, Mass. LEWIS L. MARTINSON
November
30th
1950

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We were delighted with your presence nere at Temple
Israel and with your participation in our program.
I am certain those who were in attendance will long
remewber all that was said of "Living In An Atomic
Age.

Mr. Frank Cohen, Chairman of our program will be
writing to you soon. It was a personal pleasure to
spend the enging with you and Mrs. Wiener, a pleasure
I hope will®e afforded me as it will be afforded

the Temple community.

With many good wishes, I am

sincerely,

X S e
Dr. Abrasham Jj. ‘Klausner

b/

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Department

Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, lMassachusetts



The Few fPork Times
Cutres Syuatre
18

November 30, 1950

Dear lr. Wiener:

I wanted to reply to you earlier about the
matter you raise in your letter, but I have
been unable to get in touch with Mr. Berkeley
who has been traveling. I expect to hear
from him in a day or so, however, and I shall
be glad to write to you further,

I just wanted you to know we have not for-
gotten the matter.

ST,

C. B. Palmer

Sunday Department
CBPzfar

¥r., Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts



Dear Dr. Wiener:

For sfmplicity's sake, I am taking the
1l*berty of enclosing mycheck for your
expenses. The 'A' in 'S.A.M.' stands for
'advancement' which ¥s not always synonymous
with 'application'.

I am very much looking forward to meeting
you again and hope that this may be
possible before you are going abroad.

In the meantime, the very best for a
pleasant holiday season.

Sfncerely yours
) )
t45{a£é) (Al

November 30, 1950

From the Desk of PROF. ALEX W. RATHE






OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
OF LIBRARIES

Professor Norbert Wiener
2-155

Dear Professor Wiener:

In connection with the visit to M.I.T. of 20 prominent European
documentation specialists, an informal dinner has been arranged
for the evening of Wednesday, December 13, 1950, to be held at

the Club of 0dd Volumes, 77 Mt. Vernon Street, Boston, at seven
o'clock,

The Committee on Arrangements cordially invites you to attend.
No formal program is planned, and the occasion is purely social,

In order that the plans for the dinner can be completed, will
you please let the undersigned know by Monday, December 11,
whether it will be possible for you to accept.

Sincerely,

Qumm D Fotle

Vernon D, Tate

For the Committee on Arrangements

November 30, 1950



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
OF LIBRARIES

The Bconomic Cooperation Administration has sponsored visits
to the United States of "teams" of foreign scientific and technical
experts to enable them to study American practices. A group of
twenty documentation specialists from ten countries will visit the
Boston area during the week of December 1l. On Thursday, December
14, a one day symposium will be held in the Library Lounge, Charles
Hayden Memorial Library, third floor, east wing. The morning session
convening at ten ofclock will be devoted to the microtechniques of
documentary reproduction. The afternoon session will meet at two
o'clock for a discussion of Buropean and American practices in docu-
mentation. A small exhibit of egquipment has been arranged.

Interested members of the faculty and graduate students are
invited to attend and participate in the discussions. The sym-
posium has been arranged under the general sponsorshp of the
Center for Scientific Aids to ILearning at M.I.T., in cooperation

with the U, S. State Department.

Vernon D. Tate

For the Committee on Arrangements

November 30, 1950



Hovember 50, 1950

Mp, Thomag H, Osgood

Editor, Amerlecan Journal of Phyvsics
Michizen State College

Bast Lansingz, Michipgen

Dear Hr.lﬂsgoodz

Many thanks for your invitation to write a paper
for your Journal.

The fact is that I have had & grvelling schedule
of lectures and writing this fall and that I am
now looking forwerd to & considerable period of
relative ldleness. In addition, 1 am sailing
for Furope at the end of this month and will not
return for about a year,

I am, therefore, forced to turn down your kind
invitation.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener



OFFICE OF THE 8 ARLINGTON STREET

EDITOR BOSTON 16

The Atlantic Monthly

November 30, 1950

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Here you are and many thanks.
Please continue to give us the first offer
when you can.

Faithfully yours,

Ry

Dr. Norbert Wiener

lfassachusetts Institute
of Technology

Cambridge, Massachusetts

1
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