


CONFERENCE BOARD OF ASSOCIATED RESEARCH COUNCILS

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERSONS

2101 Constitution Avenue, Washington 25, D. C.

November 21, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
llassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Dear Professor “Wiener:

In reply to the question raised in your letter
of November 7, concerning secretarial assistance, this is a matter
which might well be discussed, I believe, with the Commission in
Paris.

So long as an awardee meets the terms of the
award as specified I understand that he is free to use the funds as
he sees fit.

I sincerely hope that you will be able to get
sverything arranged with the Department of Staf ~1r satisfaction.

Sincerelv yours

Gordon T. Bowles
Executive Secreta:

3TB:als



New York, Ne. Y. November 21, 1950. Hotel lisurice,
245 WTS Shes
New Y--

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Dre. Norbert Wiener:

I cannot thank you enough for the great experience and pleasure you gave
me by your generous snd kind reception of me at NK. I. T. The perspectives and
connections - Zusammenh8nge - which you reveiled for me in such concentration

went beyond even what your books had shown me; and I'm afraid words failed me
to express to you the deep connection which I see between your work and the
complementary outlook of quantum physies, tsken in one: a new step in our under-
standing of our relation to the world,of greater importance than any since the
first primitive animals began implicitly in their behaviour to distinguish be-
ween themselves and an outer world. I hope very much that I shall once get
an opportunity to set down in written form the connection between your results
and complementarity.

Niels Bohr gave me the enclosed private print of his Open Letter to The
United Nations with me when I came over. I wonder 1f you have seen it snd if not
if you would care to.

I came back to Cambridge last friday and called you up as you had so kind-
ly encouraged me to. I was sorry to learn that you were not feeling well. I shall
of course be equally glad to come snother day. I was greatly exited by xk® your
Idea that I might, provided conditiors allowed it, be given an opportunity to
¥ork with theese things at M. I. Te As I mensioned I have strayed far from
Science for many years; but somehow these fields concern me in a very intimate
way, and even the inventiveness which I have exersised in other fields has been
of that nature.

I think I shall have a special opportunity to come to Cambridge in about
2 week; but I shall be glad to come up at any other time, that may suit JOU.

As a byline I write about American science ond technique for 3 leading
scandinavian newspapers: one Danish, one Swedish and one Norwegian; I hope you
won't mind if I write about your work and ypur books. |

With my very best thanks,
sincerely yours

(.2
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LAZARUS JOSEPH
Chairman

SAUL LEVY
Vice Chatrman

BENJAMIN FIELDING
Secretary

ABRAHAM D. BEAME

MISS CHARLOTTE CARR

SAMUEL DAVIS

ROBERT W. DOWLING

HENRY EPSTEIN

LAWRENCE GEROSA

BERNARD F. GIMBEL

PETER GRIMM

GEORGE H. HALLETT, JR.
MORRIS IUSHEWITZ

JOHN S. LINEN
GEORGE F. MAND

THOMAS JEFFERSON MILEY
MRS. RALPH B. MORRIS

ROBERT MOSES

NATHAN M. OHRBACH

THOMAS J. PATTERSON
DELMONT PFEFFER

GENEROSO POPE JR.
CHARLES F. PREUSSE

JAMES C. QUINN
WILLIAM REID

VICTOR S. RIESENFELD

DR. CHANNING TOBIAS

THOMAS TOZZI

MAYOR'S COMMITTEE ON MANAGEMENT SURVEY
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

250 CHURCH STREET

NEW YORK 13, NEW YORK

Dicey 4-8700
LUTHER GULICK

Executive Director

CARL HEYEL
Executive Assistant

November 21, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass=zchusetts

Dear Dr. Fiener:

I want to take this opportunity of expressing
the very great appreciate of the officers and members
of the New York Chapter of the Society for Advancement
of Msnagement, for the very splendid address you
delivered before the Society on November 16. As you
heard a number of people s2y, the evening was one of
the memorable ones in the history of the Society.

Incidentally, we sold 24 copies of your book,
which were supplied by Houghton-Mifflin, and undoubtedly
would have sold many more, had we had them on displey.

Sincerely,

Co Ale #4 oy

Carl Heyel
Executive Assistant
(President New York Chapter
Society for Advancement of Msnagement)
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‘RATORY CABLE ADDRESS:

YFFNERTRON., CHICAGO
vembs

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Apropos of the discussion on EEG analysis which we had
several weeks ago, I though I might send you a paper which
I had given at the Central EEG Society, on this subject.

The paper is very elementary - both so that it would be
clear to the electroencephalographers, and so I would not
get too far out of my depth. I would, however, be interested
if you have any comments on my comparison of the Laplace
and Fourier transforms, as methods of analysis of the electiro-
sncephalogram. I would also be lnterested 1n any comments
you might wish to make on my statement as to the objectives
of analysis, about which we argued quite violently =- although
I later believe we turned out to be in agreement.

With best regards, ~ am,

Very sincerely yours,

OFFNER ELECTRONICS INC.
Zn

FFOffnerPhD/1zg
2nc.



I'ovember &amp;1, 1950
“onrcvis, Ca ifornia

Po ff. Norbert ‘liener
Department thematics
"asszachusets Institute of
Can bridge 72 lass.

Technology

Dear Professor Wiener:

lay I enclosg a copy of my short study entitled " LITHOPIL
et OPHELTITE " which was just published in Scientia.

indly remember our previous exchange of letters concerning
the econometric aspects of Entropy in connection with my
oublication in the January issue of Econometricae. In
sriew of the measurement of Entropy I am now referring to
the Appendix of the enclosed study.

It would be of great value for me to know if you are inte-
rested in the " ZInteenv-Ophelimity " wuestion and to have
your eventual a

Do you kn-+

Thank: tS m

=
tr the MIT vho would be interested?

7\/ © sincerely yours

ww Pikler )
. hay Ave

rovia, California



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, NEW YORK 53, N.Y.

DEPARTMENT OF

ADMINISTRATIVE ENGINEERING

ur. Noroert Wiener
nassachusetts Institute of Techruology

 ambri dee, dassachusetts

PreeX or wgSen

TELEPHONE: LUDLOW 4-0700

November s 19YHC

I am at a loss for words to express adequately how much the meeting
last week has meant for all of us n manugement. Our very deep grat’ ti-
16e goes to you, Lr. uiener, for having contributed so awuch and nu such

amagn® £3cent manner.

T understand that the publicity was qu’ te extens‘ve, that *s that a nuaber

of publ cations and newspapers pfcked the speeches up although no stitempt
had been made by the Society to “nvite the attention of the publishers to
the meeting. lHowever, perhaps even more stgniff cant fs ithe act that
the grapevine has carrfea the story of your appearance last Th .rsday
tarough aany end ramified circles.

Your paper has, as you know, been recorded and ur. ieyel hus assured ne
that he will rave St transcribed shortly; the exact form In which Ft &amp;s

well as perhaps also excerpts from the talks by lr. Seares ana Lr. Gulick
#311 be published, nas not yet been detera’ned. However, ir. uneyel
also assured me that nothing will be put suto print before I see it ana

you approve “St.

T am taxing the liberty ol seading you, oy separate cover, your tuo bocxks
which I Torgot to take along with me last Thursday. I would be sincerely

craterul if you would Jcscribe them to ne.

Again, our warmest thanks for your wonderful address and discussion.
T am looking forward with real anticfpaticn to the possihf1¥ty of cou-
Linut ng aiscussfons of this sort within the framewor'~ of a smaller group
such as you outlined some weeks ago. There 3s too much that nanagemnent
can learn from Cybernetics, and such a smaller grou Tanks like &amp; splend?a

vehicle to cuxplere the potentialities further.

L.4th best regards.

Vers ==ers type ce

A

a8g  le 14
Sy Hana f eerot eggy,

=



AL N. SEARES —

VICE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR

SENERAL SALES-SERVICES

DOMESTIC OPERATIONS

3158 FOURTH AVENUE ++ NEW YORK 10, N.Y

November 21, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge. Massachusetts

My dear Dr. Wiener:

This is to again express to you my appreciation as
regards my pleasant privilege in being able to contribute
a small part to the recent meeting of the New York Chapter
of the Society for the Advancement of Management at which
time the subject of "Cybernetics" was so excellently
covered by you and Dr. Gulick as well as supplementary
comments by Dr. Alex Rathe and Carl Heyel.

I know that my recollection of this very enjoyable evening,
as well as the stimulating information I listened in on,
shall long be remembered as regards the significant comments
on the economic as well as social phases of the coming era
»f "Cybernetics" as applied to business and government.

As a further memento of this get-together, I am sending
to you with my personal compliments, one of our Remington
Rand Deluxe Contour Shavers. I trust you will find it to
be a very desirable functional aid to the daily problem of
shaving and that as you do so, you will be reminded of our
pleasant meeting in New York.

Kindest personal regards.

nardly

ne Seares
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November 21, 1980

ie Saturday Review of
25 West 45th Street
thew York 19, New ork

Literature

Pear Kr, Fren'

I see you have
in vour ari’
 pn racent nur

 ey Th +m Pare »rins to me
‘rals" in
Literature.

I am very rmich °°
tc he th TT

ary man uv.
new machi
but the %"o.
cers and the
nlease tell -

wha turns out incidentally
n blem o. the liter-

agar @ 1 confronting the
1 accuse me of flferings nothing
ra! exhortation" to offset the dan-

-antialities of the nachlnes Vill you
Just what &lt;lse you could expect.

ra

Tn the first place, ths account of the machlne start-
in- with emotional and literary values may be satls-
factory to you and some of the others whose only toold
with respect tv soclety cor effectiveness 1s the peng
but I assure v1that the facile after-sisht with which
the literary me. ve-ards the evils of the machine nelther
ives sulliclent wsls for understanding its operation,
munan end socisl as well as mechanical, nor does 1b
lead on its part “o anything but varue exhortations,
such as those of which vou accuse me, to modify the
society in which we are livinre

As I concelve tho machine it represents not mersly a
fortuitous modification of our intellectual climate,
but the carryins out of an inteliectual point of view
orn communication which was already lmplleclt in Lelbnitz
and whic» is now auvparent as a doctrine written in cop-
per and class and bound to influence the lives of every
one of us. In this doctrine of comrunlecation, which
I have atterpted to present in outline in my book on
Cybernetics, there 1s much that rust be studied in
order to rive us an understandinc of ourselves and the
human tools by which we ray not only construct the mae
ehine but place it in its prover sncial and economle



do Prank

niche, Nevertheless, the need for these tools does
not brin~ them Irmedlistely te hande Tv ve © the
new economics and the new soclolosyare av but
the mere existence of these needs does net aq . really
introduce a set of observations of observable and neas-
uraizle quantities and of verifiaeble theories sufriclent
to enable us to andle soclclory with the de~ree of
confidence with which we have handled nh sical sclences.
Under these circumstances we rave vorvy little choice
but to turn to those tokens of human will and of human
values which have already been accepted by a consider-
avle part of mankind, even thou-h they “re not in a
form to be riven the clothin: of sharp ~clentific tech-
niques to which we may possibly ultimately sasnire.
Under theses circumstances, the counsel of prscticality
and duty is to combine scientifically precise techniquss
and descriptions when they are possible with statements
of the human values which represent the best that we
can do until we have had the chance to subject these
to valid, sharper, and more effective tecimiquese.

wulte frankly, I have found the literary men whom I
have met of late confrontins existinr trends with the
sane feelin- of bafflement and despair which belonys
te the rest of us, but with such an absence of intel-
lectual tools and such a barrenness of emotional out
look that + think they ars ready to succumb to any roral
quack who would promise them salvation at any cost what-
evers i ask you to take as evidance the great sales
of T'ianetics, of Vellkowsky's Worlds in Collision, and
the recent spoof on the flyins saucers, 1 have very
little respect for the soul which is lookin~ u:der every
tale and on top of every bookcase to find {ode Sule
cide has, to my mind, a certain moral dirnity. Sut if
we can bring our conscience to the stickinz point and
are determined to live in a world of disorder and inse=
curity, then, for Heaven's sake, let us stop ruming
around like so many turkeys with thelr heads cut off on
their way to make the Thanks-ivin- feast for the fool
ri 1ler.
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

77 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE

CAMBRIDGE 39, Mass. 71 Br.
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On the wholr I am o-ainst the use of my book, The
Human Use «. Human ame fer film purposes. 416
woull takes a rreab convincln- to make me
chan~e ry minds 1 . » say that such convincing
is fmn-~-*hla, but ths burden 1s upon vou.

I hav
tin
DE
§1
my
 amy =

"filled my ohli-ations in liew York for some
‘nme, and expect tn be there a~ain only in
 an extensive trip abroad. I therefore

hat if you think it worthwhile you come to
6 sometire within the next three weeks and

wv vour raterial to me.

AJ TONS

“he, Wlener



THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY
THE FOREMOST BIOGRAPHICAL AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES

101 FIFTH AVENUE,NEW YORK 3 N.Y.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

JAMES T. WHITE &amp; CO
PUBLISHERS

Founded in 187.7)

November 22, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

Cn October 23rd we wrote you for data to assist in
the preparation of your biography for The Iational
Cyclopedia of American Biography. Doubtless our
request escaped your attention and we wish to re-
peat it.

This Cyclopedia, called ™ihite's"™ by the librarians,
has been published for nearly fifty years and is
sold on standing orders to the libraries, educational
institutions, government departments, historical so-
cieties and newspaper offices. Those who use it rely
on it for accuracy and comprehensiveness, which can
be assured only through the subject'scoonmeration.

The demand for biographical material, particularly of
living people, has never been greater than at present.
Je are issuing a series of contemporary volumes to
supply the country with this detailed information.

Your cooperation in filling out the enclosed question
naire will be very much appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Na

——

ov \

~~ 4

11 DICKSON
ging Director

JD:C
Enclosure







Boo’: €vrs (he APPLETON ¢ CENTURY « CROFTS, INC.

November 2, 1950
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

YEORGE BERNARD SHAW: MAN OF THE CENTURY by ARCHIBALD HENDERSON...

Dr. Archibald Henderson, the authorized biographer of George Bernard Shaw,

announced today that he has in preparation a new, comprehensive biography of

Mr. Shaw which will be published by Appleton-Century-~Crofts in the reasonably

near future. The title of the new biography, which will encompass all the

various facets of Mr. Shaw's work and interests, will bes GEORGE BERNARD SHAW:

MAN OF THE CENTURY«

A well-known collector of Shaviana, Dr. Henderson has at his disposal a

wealth of fresh material for incorporation into the new work, which his pub-

lishers believe will be considered the most complete biography of a recent

figure ever written in this country. The new biography will be fully illus-

trated, with many new and hitherto unpublished pictures of Mr. Shaw, as well

as unpublished cartoons and letters.

Dr. Henderson has been for many years the established authority on Bernard

Shaw, as well as his official biographer. He instantly recognized Shaw's genius

vhen Mr. Shaw was still relatively unknown, and he is credited as having helped

greatly to establish Shaw's place as a world figure through his enlightening

biographies. Henderson's first book, GEORGE BERNARD SHAW: HIS LIFE AND WORK

vas hailed by Shaw himself as a masterpiece. It has been described as #the

most fully documented biography of a living man ever produced." Later, BERNARD

SHAW: PLAYBOY AND PROPHET brought new laurels to Henderson when it was acclaimed

by authoritative judges as one of the world's biographical masterpieces and by

Percy MacKaye as "in range of subject, depth of knowledge and critical insight,

ronspicuously superior to Boswelltl!s JOHNSON.®

An internationally renowned scholar in the fields of mathematics, history,

irama and literature, Dr. Henderson has recently been elected first president

3f the newly formed Shaw Society of America.

APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS. INC.
New York 1 NY23 West 32nd Street
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Institute for the Unity of Science
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

28 NEWBURY STREET

BosTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President
PuiLiep GG. Frank
Harvard University
Vice President
CuarLES W, MORRIS
University of Chicago
Vice President
ErNEsST NAGEL
Columbia University

Secretary-Treasurer
MwroN R. KonviTz
Cornell University

Percy W. BRIDGMAN
Harvard University
FcoN BRUNSWICK
University of Calif.
at Berkeley

RupoLr CARNAP
University of Chicago
HerserT FEIGL
University of Minn.
Cart G. HEMPEL

YaleUniversity
Hupson HoAGLAND
Worcester Foundation
Experimental Biology
RoMAN JakoBsoN
Harvard University

WiLLarnp V, O. QuINE
Harvard University
HaNs REICHENBACH
University of Calif.
at Los Angeles

HarLoW SHAPLEY
Harvard University
STANLEY S. STEVENS
Harvard University

November 22, 1950

Dear Sir:

The Institute for the Unity of Science is pleased to
announce to its members and friends the initial meetings
this coming week of two of the projected study groups.

1. Cybernetics and Communication: First meeting on
Tuesday, November 28, at 8 p.-m., in the Conference Room,
third floor, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 28 New-
bury Street, Boston. Professor Norbert Wiener, who is about
to leave Cambridge for an extended visit in Europe, has agreed
to come to the meeting to outline informally some of the prob-
lems this study group may wish to pursue.

2. Science and Values: First meeting on Friday, Decem-
ber 1, at 8 p.m., in the Conference Room, American Academy.
Professor Edwin C. Kemble has agreed to chair the first
meeting.

The time and place and frequency of future meetings will
be fixed by the members of the study groups. For example, it
has been suggested to hold monthly meetings at some convenient
npretentious dining place. Please be sure to come to the
group of your announced choice, but also feel free to join us
at either of these two initial meetings if you have not yet
signed up for those specific groups. (The other two projects,
Linguistics and Semantics, and Science and Politics, did not
elicit sufficient response at this time. They may be put for-
vard again next fall.)

The Program Committee



Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council
28 Newbury Street - Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE * MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY*TUFTS COLLEGE

2ARKER WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KENMORE 6-6522

Noverber 22, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of ilathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-145
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

This will confirm our recording session Friday, November 2k, at 2:30 p.m.
in Room lly E-310, the Library Lounge of the Charles Hayden Memorial Library,
to discuss "What are the Goals of Science?" In addition to Dean Harrison
and Dr. Lamb, Professor George Wald of the Devartment of Riology at Harvard
will join your group.

Vie very much appreciate your moving the time ahead to 2:30 instead of 3:00
as we had originally planned. Professor Wald must leave by i:30 at the
very latest,

rains Yncerely,

» Wheatley
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Youn- en's &amp; Zou~ Women's hebrew Associztion
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© Yorks I shall be there
111lin~ for Lurope on
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Af vou want ne to =ive the talk vou sur~ested, JT
should sur est the 21st or the 22nd, n+ I don't
know what ti e the boat salls on tr 4ih and ray
habe to be aboard the ni-nt °°
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Dear Dw, Eich:

1 shall be in New York on the 2lst.- (1 22nd. and
the 28rde ¢” Lacember, sailing ear: hm Plth,
on tre “usen Elizabeth. I shownld 1. ~ » have an

hour's consultation with you on one ¢ those days.

fou wi be dril~hted, by the way, to hear how
“or was to meet and mow vee,

Tree Tay TOUTS,

hey Yiener
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bre Theodore Shedlovsiy
llockefeller Institutes
sew Yowk, New York
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[his is to let you know that 1 am playinc hookey
carly, and that I shall sall for France on the
.aeen Dlizabeth December 24th. I shall be in lew
fork some time on the 21st. {1 have various
aprrancements that + aw waking there, but I shall
certainly try to ret In touch with you so that wa
nan talk thinrg over to ether.

Lthink it would te nies FF wo neal

2h Inen Galds tim °

"
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the favor of seeins that 1 ret my pasar
shan the first week in Decembsr». as the
siderable amount of securins o. visas f+
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a3 they propose to lsave the United Ste
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Ag you knew. I am an appointee for a Fulbrir-ht fellow-
snlp to = to Europe in canuary. Fecently I have been
requeste. ~~ths lrench rovernment to participate in
a seriss oo lacburses to ba held from the 8th Lo the
15th of January on computin-. machines and ths human
reir.

Since 1 wrote to vou last on Neavember 12. the ‘rench
tovernment has made ary vementa frm oc maasss lan
vscember 24th on the © t Eliza. ‘he Thr srrance=
ments cover my fare ¢ wv and ten days subsistence in
Frances They do on ~ ver my paturn fara. Fren AF
L acecopt ti is ins orn, the extra expens- of living
In France until - 1rinally projected date ff arrival
#111 be compare’ what {I ~ain br peasare. It
would theref-- creat importance to me to receive
the money wh otherwlse have been pald by the
Fulbri-ht fu “passare from the Tnited States
to France to t br mo personally to the fares
of my wife anu - 4Yhils is the only way in which
the rrench inv ‘1 not prove to he a financial
smbarrassment t caducing the some 1 a entitled
no under tha Mul Lor

Will you please let me know as sorn s+ ne 1a what

ny status is in this matter. Will vo. also,
how 1 am toc make arran-ements for my wi. and dauchter
to cc to france as soon as possible on or after the
20the of January. I realize perfectly well that I
#111 have to take the initiative in arransin-~ this
netter, but the point at issue is whether I am to
recelve the eculvalent of rv transcortation From 1le
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Brom ool ore wed nat dg hit vee Te 1 or glass

ork
Ae



HARVARD UNDERGRADUATE

PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY
CAMBRIDGE. MASS.

Lowell House P=-21
Cambridge 38, Mass,

November 23%, 1950

Dear Professor Wiener,

Thank you very much for coming to our dinner
last night. The serious and penetrating, yet affable and
congenial tenor of the conversation made the evening one
of the most rewarding experiences of our college career,
Ne sincerely hope that you have found the npccasion a
pleasant one,

Cordially yours,

Anthony G., Oettinger
™ rst Marshal
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[andes this svn11 claim to verry sttreption, ss = devote” reader
oF vwour to recent monular hooks Cvherretics cn? Fomor Control

‘ee have nt, met gtheywige, Vour technicl“ork in reper:lizine
he eoncent ol information, and sr-lvine the technicve nf
"Teed Tack” To control v7 eclenistine waohirers «rn tp me
20 te of the createsl Mmroritonece, In the futurs 1 sh=11 t=
interested in the relatlonshirsg »etween Cvhernetics and
Neurclorv and Indocrinolosy in medicine(I=m= wveounes man
~ecinnine the gtvd~ A? medicine),

nak Dinariiny Cv on philooogly Lonnie)However ot [ered the only ¥narts off vour viet whieh I feel

my competence to tall about ave tr oeorhers In Toman Control,
 specially, “hich deal with socisl relations, T write this
letter becmuse, I can understand why vou vould wrine vour hands
Like Jeremiah sand speak ancory words like Moses, hut I connot
inderstan? vhy you trest the two eoresat discivlines which vould
offer vou some justifiable (rational evidence cronnded’ rome,
[ refer to nsychoanalysis which vou snub, and Yeryist =nalvsis
and movement FE treat too coldly and hershlv, Roth Freud ani
Marx's work sre $¥ often fads, in America esmeciallv, hut this
to mw mind is only =nother indication of their enormong irmrortance
and relevance to our sce, Here 1s comrlex scientific vork
“hich the masses, who gsrurn most science, demand continuously,
True, as vou noint out vourself the American maseces have a
i1l-crounded rrovincial education, and this does not ervip them
to wnderstand elther Freud or Marx, who were scientists of the
firet cuality in a very different tradition from our orm. Fence
the © 7, TFeonle in their eorest need dimly percieve that thie
vork 1s of esreat imrortance to them, but thev funble ir their
mderstandine., Such ar enthusiasm as a fad, should not embarrasec
3 serious student who wishes to pursue these matters at cpester
lenofdt) with more discirline, but should be an encouracement.
I feer this particularly keenly, because as a child and vouth
LI worked at hard manual labor among poor peonle, who as I have
since seen from comparison with the professional circles I now
associate with, are not untalented bv anv mesns, hut rather
listorted and even persecuted by their novertw =nd social statud.
These mneorle =re imprisoned, in one of the worst rrisons ever
sneineered »v man, in our society itself, Few meovle have the
&gt;anacity to see society as a houre or prison withr massive
foundation, strons walls, and suards or doormen {as vou mnlease)
Freud and Marx were great evcertions ¥n the ceneral gence
and as scientists of society ih verv snecial senses.

loth Freud and Marx come from a meriod in Cerman develormment
that is almost analosous to the golden are of ancient Oreece,
Tew sciences were founded, old sciences were creatly furthered,
In this activity there is sn analacous emnhasis or nredilectior
which marks the contributions made to ruite a number of
sciences in this neriod which T would call the Yeenae of history?
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'hi~ 1s rresent most cle-~rlv in Herel. hut 2 study of times rrior
50 hls creative prexca wi ol show this concern with history in
the literature, folklore, and culture itself of Germany, In Freud
&gt;hls concern led him to study the history of the emotions, and it
led Marx to study the history of class sunrression and clsss mower.
(A similer concern for history is shown hy rerresentative workers
in history, sociolosy, anthroroloesy, musicians like “asener, von ‘ebpe-
and occasionally even in the tvpe of contribution made bv nhveiecal
sclentists, and of course patholosicallylntheNaziideoloesvwhen
this impetus slready perhaps effete, was erosslv distorted,)
I'his concern of Freud and Marx with the history of the individual
psyche and of society, is a concern with,what vou call tarine"
in vou calculating machines, which have crest nowers of caleilstion
mg a modest novwer to learn.paoAstarine adds another dimension
“n scone of these machines so the work of Freud =nd Marx add
another dimension to our understandine of human beines and humsn
societies, (I here reveatedlv refer to "Freud and Marx" as a svmhol
representine whole schools of scholars now diversed to the Tmited
Kinedom, USSR, US, Israel=“"*@®p®ffnowinfluencineandfertili-ine
thousht in many different cuitures, merhaps as the wars of Rome
and Macedon once brosdcagt (v--~1- lesrnine

You are not one of the numerous scientists now writine socis]
rroblem literature, that the do not have trainine or canacitv +o
sroduce, Your education and talent is too ereat for that althoueh
suteide of enciheerine there is a thinness in Fumen Control. The
one reference to psvchosnalivsis in that, was sapeastic, when Freud
in his own masterly work (Civilizstion and Its Discontents, The
future 6f 4n Illusion, ete) specifically discusses social vroblenms
which vou not only do not make sucrestions about but do not
SY thinkin terms of any specific methodolosyv, Freud once cuite
correctly sa21id,"I have not discovered the unconscious, but rather
discovered a method of studying it", This method marked him »s Q
scientist who has a repeatedable and verifiable method to study
2 soclelly interestine problem, as arainist san artist like Sorhocles
Iteen, Dostoieveki, etc who dealt with the same deta as an artist
Freud's understanding of the unconscious and its canscitv to
produce anxiety shd acsression, lesys the foundation for a social
structure where education will mroceed with intellisent ebjectives
in denth (throuchou’ the psvche's historv), This is a restatement®
&gt;f the central problem that is botherine vou, viz human sseression
Thugs I think there is remarkable ane rrofound rroeresgs in"humen

rontrol of hurien heinesa, (that How dedd take nits - oly

Marx's work deals with the social, and one mieht sav curmilative
Jifferences in human naeccoresgsion, between that of the individual,
=nd that of society, Just as the individual nsvehe is = lesrnine
mechanism, which can be led to immorality or studriditv the same
ov infury, so 1g soclety such an oreonismofleernine,which can
&gt;0 av ry under bad instruction (injury), Now one hunired vesrs
300 Karl Varx, Frederich "nrels and others bheesan to sive a very
rofound snnlvels OF RB one of the worst exnmmles nf vreelkine =
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sensitive learnins a-mars*sg = wang gnhfanted to, I refer to
3lage summresgscion, Tht Kine 1. Lie vour chess nlavine
71aehine whieh ia OF or ~rrotic nlavine or vour
axamnle of the tr~=-mphhr-- déstrovedhlumey jocktes, T t=1¥ of
such trihrg ot A hich level of shatraction in this letter Tmt
[ know thelr treecic menanine in humsn terms too, on the fececa a7
comraded in the foundry and truck factory where I laltored »nd
in the nroblems of my Immediste Panily and Priengs, "his conten”
to aoclial words should never he lost, ro =ather hor Iwneracns’
=ng abatreset our thinkin. mah eet at Himds in the -Snropit ~0
“UT etosen Sdoei-lines,
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Lhhin these enelnccorine concerns Thef@ sve omecific evils ond
in evil nerreovnese Shah IT find a orisvons frsesdw hot T Jo pet
iegmalr of 211 threes Corrmunist cultures sand trees vet morn,
extern scholors niece drniunstice In the Tovrmnist comtries oci4h
a douhle atandard, “hen a Ozeech or vaslian f2ernlsr is Alseinlineds
ar if erosely idsubordlinate to the merty is sepd to a lshor- correctior
-nrison, there 1s a shocked gilenee then rose, whilegmich srester
thteRbidd mmenitude of orders of macsnitude of injustice is Aone
neonles under eztern domin~tlion with lnsouciance that eulte rroveris
infuristes Comnunlsts and drives them to lpogorvession”, Hé Tut
nore sharnly, this means thet the rrivilSee¥h well fed mrofessors
7ith schizoid nersonalities =nd a pronensity to verbalize 1s more
important thal the needs of African, islan, =nd Sonth Awmericon
ren for bread, and the lo er clesees of urore for the nevt ranee
27 needs medicine, schooling, and after that self-reswnect, In other
sords I =m saying The Russian meoges are fed, they do have
nedicine, schooline and selfresnact(e.o., prizes and medals for
00d farming or conl minine, and =1so the Tact that Russian art
1s desirned for all, which is why Irokofieff, Shostokoviteh =n __,
others were disciplined récently) while the isisns, Africens” ol7
ind South Americans do not have enoush food and the norr of hh

tmerical and Furopre do not have medicine, schooline, or self ree
"is rrofound difference is not reflected in vowyattitudes or
comnarisons, Srreading the soatifactions of life is the only av
to sh ston soclal segerension, The only wav this csn be done
1s bv wid: nine the ru’ine clasa of each culture to include the
rroletariaté and nengantrer,
I trues rive vou mv thouehts on these matters, (as heine nartle
stimulated hv rour Looks), for hat thev are worth to vou, Yours have
teen of oreat value to me, IT mersonally annreciaste them,

or t Fy oy

Very truel« vours
Rakert 1 Samamet



EMBAJADA DE MEXICO

Section: Consulate General
£77 7

Num: CG-3242 ©

Exoz 73-0/553.,1"50"/1 S.

Washington, D, C., November 24, 1950,-

Ir. Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Department of Mathematics,
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts,

Dear Sir:

With new reference to your letter of September

7, 1950, I wish to advise you that the Secretary of the Interior

in Mexico City has informed this Embassy that no request has

been received for the admission of Mr. Laurant Schwarz to

Mexico.

Yours very truly,

For the Ambassador,

Rafael Aveleyra,
Consul General.-~

RAz2Cgl. -
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THE LIBERAL ARTS PRESS
153 WEST 72ND STREET

NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

November 24, 1950

Professor Norbert liener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor iener?

Enclosed you will find pageproof cf
your contribution to the Sheffer
Tolune.,

Since we have a deadline to meet we

would appreciate it if you would
return the corrected pegeproof and
zalleys as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

Helaine Avison
Assistant to dhe Lditor



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE

2 EAST 103 STREET

NEW YORK 29, N.Y.

[ELEPHONE ATWATER 9-4700

November 24, 1950

Dear Norbert:

Thenk you for your letter of
November 20. I can well understand your
inclination to,"take a load off the larynx",

Be sure to let me know in advance

when you are likely to be in New York,
want to be sure to reserve time and to

plan for a meal together,

]

Faithfully yours,

Togo Aon. M.D,

Dr, Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridee 39, Massachusetts

[cab
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 25, D. Cs DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
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lly dear Dr, Wiener:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated November 13,
1950, regarding arrangements for your travel to France as a grantee
under the Fulbricht Act.

In regard to your request for transportation which will allow
an arrival convenient for your attendance at the symposium in Paris
of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientific on January 8, 1951,
it is suggested that a reservation may be made for you on the S.S. gueen
ulizabeth of the Cunard Lines which will sail from New York on December 24,
1950, and arrive at Havre, France, on December 30, 1950. This schedule
dffers the closest available arrival date to January 8, 1951.

Upon receipt of a statement from you indicating that the financial
allowances which accompany your invitation to attend the symposium do
not include transportation to or return from France, the Department
will request the United States Educational Commission for France to
prepay a first-class reservation on the steamship sailing described
above if you consider that acceptable. If you wish to use air trans-
portation, you may do so with the understanding that any excess costs
over surface travel will be deducted by the Commission from allowances
vayable to vou under the award.

Any allowances, other than for transportation from the United States
to France made in connection with your participation in the symposium,
which are for your use in a period of time before the actual effectuation
of your award under the Fulbright Act will not affect the sllowances
nade to you in that award.

Reservations

Norbert Wiener, Ph.D.,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge 39, liassacihusetbts.



Reservations for the travel of your dependents should be mace by
rou and prepaid in United States dollars. The United States Lines
3 gcheduled a sailing of the woo. America for January 23, 1951, on

1 vou may obtain space by communicating with the office of that

“award
Cha

Fulbright Programs Branch
“xriaionof wxchanse of Persons
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UNITED STATES LINES COMPANY

PANAMA PACIFIC LINE

AMERICAN PIONEER LINE
563 BOYLSTON STREET

(COPLEY SQUARE)

BOSTON 16, MASS.
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November 24, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of lMathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Jambridee, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We understand that you and your family are contemplating a trip
to Europe about January 20th, We have the S.S. AMERICA scheduled to
sail from Wew York on January 23rde we=-

We enclose sailings, rates, and descriptive plang of the SS.
AMERICA, You will notice that this steamer carrys three classes, First,
Cabin, and Tourist.

If you will advise full names of your family, class preferred and
just when you wish to sail, we will be pleased to make the best vos—
aibhle arrancenents for vou.

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to

call on US.

Yours very truly,

-

J

LU

JED, JK
mnelosures

Keep America Strong on the Seas,
TRAVEL and SHIP in AMERICAN SHIPS









TIE TOLLYWOOD TENA

49 WEST 44ra STREET + NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK +« MUrray Hirr 7-216]

November 24, 1950,

Alvah Bessie

Herbert Biberman

Lester Cole

Edward Dmytryk

Ring Lardner Jr.

John Howard Lawson

Albert Maltz

Samuel Ornitz

Adrian £--*

Dalton Trumb

Dorothy Langston
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Dear Friendi~

I have just learned with considerable indignation,
that six of the Hollywood Ten have been denied parnle,
As you may remember, two of the ten men, by an accident
of the Court calendar, received sentences of six months,
shile the other eight were given the maximum sentence of
ome year in jall, These two are being released this month,
but unless the Parole Board hears fron interested citizens,
it seems apparent that the others will have to serve their
full year,

Under ordinary circunstances, there would be scarcely
any question that the Farole Board would equalize the sene
tences of men convicted of the same charge in the sane case.
That it has seen fit to depart from this strong tradition
ls dismaying, indeed.

Consequently, we are asking a number of people in the
arts and professions to urge the Parole Board to peconsider
these cases, Will you sign the enclosed statement which
does not go into the merits of the case but g8ks reconsider-
ation on the sole basis of the inequity of the sentences.

Will you be good enough to return the statement to us
as quickly as possible so that we nay send it on to the
Parole Board?

Sincerely .

A ’
Robert Morss Lovett

YAt the time of writing action had not been taken in the cases
&gt;f Samuel Ornitgz and Adrian Scott.



JosepH B. PoPE
Management Consultant
71 WAYNE AVENUE

WHITE PLAINS. NEW YORK

White Plains 8-1223 November 24 1950

Cr. Norbert Wiener
Professor of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Yourtalk before the Society for the Advancement of
Management in New York some days ago was inspiring and stimulating
to the point that I cannot resist the urge to write you of my
appreciation of the oprortunity to sit at your footstool.

Your references to the relationships between cyber—
netics, theology and the supernatural were a genuine satisfaction.
[he universe was created by the Inifinite and is operated by
unchanging universal laws. Man in his search for truth has dis-
covered a few, Cybernetics seems to apply these universal laws
to our finite industrial existence and to make possible mants
release for broader achievements - I hope. I have not yet had an
oprortunity to read your book, which you so graciously autographed,
put it is a must.

I am not a scientist - simply a consulting management

engineer who slants his activities toward the problem business,
asually inherited as a close corporation by the banking or trust
&gt;fficer and the attorney upon the passing of the manager-owner or
jue to other economic causes, It is unusual for either of these
professions = the attorney or the banker - to have been exposed to

Industrial operating experience. My practise is to supply that
eed.

Wne-~ 7 - sone

JBP /wat.



48-39 64th Street
Woodside, New York
November 25, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of HMathematlcs
Massachusetts Institute of
Jambridge 39, Masachusetts

Technology

Dear Doctor Wiener:

First, I wish to take this opportunity to tell you how
nuch your recent lectures at the NY Acadeny of Medlclne and
the Brooklyn Academy of Music desply lmpressed me - not only
vith wisdom, but with humenity. It 1 beyond doubt that youare one of the few men of our time waateually and intelligent-

ly realized the grave danger inherent in the unstable and dell-
sate interconnections between our psycho-social and technologil-
sal developments in the 20th century; and the final chapter of
your Cybernetics was unforgettable.

Consequently, over and above what I might have had myself
to say to you, I was also deeply disappointed - after your
letter apprising me that you might call me if in town = that I
iid not have that pleasure, ar at least that it was deferred.

I am enclosing your own Critical Probablllty curve, charting
periods of critical or "turning-point" significance for approxi-
mately 100 years of your life(time development), Iwo runs of the
graph have been made and one superposed so that both the raw out=-
put and the subsequent connected curve might be evident, and I
have marked future years. The interval 1954-60 presents the
longest maintained and highest probability plateau, or period
&gt;f critical significance, of the near future. From past observa-
tions of the machine's performance with known data, these years
are indicated as an interval of primary significance through
which far-reaching aspects of your work would be able to be for-
varded in ways of considerable importance. lore probability over-
tones, so to speak, could have been used over and above the baslc
wave structure employed for the sake of simpliclty of presenta-
tion; but they would not change the basic determination, but only
P4711 din the fina=structurea.

I hope that the enclosed photograph of the machine willl
r10t be amiss.

Yours sincerely,

Charles A. Muses
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Dr. HERBERT B. WILCOX, J.
10 EAST 90th STREET

NEW YORK 28, N.Y.

ATWATER 9-6622

N vember 25 . 1280

Frofesscr Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cembridge, 39, lascss,

Cear Dr. Wisner:

Thank you so much for vour etter . Howregher soll Te are

truly disenpocinted that you will not be abr = aGgdress cur 3 siety
but Tully understand your rezsons for regretting ct this time,
Tver hopeful, I wonder whether you would consider coming to our
Spring meeting instead, after vou return from Zurope ? The Soriag
reetling is usuel’ held in May aad if vou will be back bv then and
wou? ae To Lcmmll vourself we could seb a specific date at this
to -.. 3g. wer. of hearing from you favorably on this alternative
x, Far youl &amp; bon voyage end an interesting time &amp;abhroad,

Very sincerely yours.

/

Herbert B., Wilcox .,Jr.. \

vl oe iS



WALDO FRANK
Truro, Mirssechusaetts

26 november 5c
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Dear Doctor Norbert Wiener,

Wide

Thanks for your letter, which rerchec me
yesterday. I agr:2 with much of it. "het you sey of the intellecturls
is certainly so. I share the sbysmel ignorance of most of them about
science and mechanics. Most of the intellectusls are content to register
heir impotence =rd despair - which cen be done in fine aesthetic tarss.
Some rush back into old obsolete integretions, like the mee-Churches;
or hope to teke over the psychologicel technicues and methodologies of
the gast. Very very few, sles! have faced the problem scusrely: the need
of methods, both psychologicel and socio-economic,whereby what is valid
in our traditional values may be madd cogent in our crisis. I em one of
these, but I don't blame you in the lasst for not knowing this; what I'Ve
menaged to put into a few books has been far too groping anc inadecuate
Lo galmmycurrency. My little observation about you in that foot-note) far
from meaning that you were "worse" than the most eminent intellectuals
in your approach to the problem, expressed - perhaps clumsily - verhaps
naively, my surprise and regret that you were not a grest d2al better!
That is: it seemed to me that a marvelously trained mind like yours, in
its sensitive awareness of the crisis, should at lesst be hospitable the
idea and need of methodology to implement those values which you are © ~
right in wishing to preserve end which 4 share with you. ©

I could fill many pages with observations bout your letter. But there is
not time, now. For instance, I disagree with you about your skepticism
on the creative discoveri€s of men in extremis. I think it can be shown
that much we all live by, intellectually, spiritually, ceme oyt of the
urgencies of crisis. But whether or not, since the crisis is hers, what
would you have us do? Give up trying, because the "laboratory condit-
ions" are not perfect? I think, moreover, you are wrong about "conversion:
sven biologically, nature proceeds by jumps; quantitative changes become
yualitative. The conversion of the world in the last 2C0 years of the
scientific revolution has been a qualitative change brought zbout by quan-
itative changes that had already gone on for centuries. Man must mest it;
the ong thing I am troubled by in your letter is th: suspicion that you
ase words like "in extremis" 2nd "conversion" semanticely to mask &amp; reluct-
ance - to "noyer un chien en l'accusant de la rage." Why for instance do
you apriori bRing in nonsense like Dianetics? Do the charlstan mechanics
Of the past centiiry prove anything against the solid work of men like
yourself?

I am hurpying off this letter because there is 2 chance that I may be
in Boston the middle of this week, and I should be gratefuli if you could
fina time to have a taik with me. May I phone you? could you perhaps have
2 gulet meal or @&amp;ink with me? You see: I am profoundly interested in the
Jroblem - not of superseding the wlues of the great moralists (as you seem
to &amp;mply, but in the problem of masking them cogent in the infinitely more
sfficient way which our crisis demands. My earlier books sre full of in-
Cimations of this problems; but I hose soon to be free to teckle it dir-
ectly. And, even though you quite rightly feel that I cen not in eny way
help you, I have felt all along Xmmximimitw since I first touched your
kork, however rerotely, that you could help me. I've gotten your first
000K, having decided I should résd it before I returned to your second one

Infortunately, I've not had time to read it, (it is not an =rsy book for
a _scienkifically illiterate man like myself). I had hoped to reac themSoth pupils Raving 8 talk with you, but unfortunately I've not managed.
I do hope I may se= you. sincerely, Woe Ae



Che New Work Tins
I'IMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 18, N. VY.

LACKAWANNA 4-1000

November £7, 19&amp;0

Dear Professor Wiener:

In the absence of Mr. Kaeumrffert from the cflice,
(he 1s in the hospital undergoing an oreration), I turn
to you for enlightenment. A reader asks "is the werd
cybernetics pronounced with a hard'e'likekybernetics,
or a soft tet on

Meany thanks for lettings nme Ynow.

Sincerely yours.

bo -
Marie Beriia, ..
Assistant to wu..e
Science Editor

Professor Norbert ¥Wieéner
Professor of Mathematics
lfassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, VYassachusetts

\ | -  \A/ ~ - | —~ i To5 © N| TO 1% HE A



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING

LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA

November 27 1950

0 23/.8

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39 Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

My colleagues on the Committee of Privilege and Tenure, Academic Senate,
Southern Section, desire to use your letter dated March 8 1950, and
addressed to me in connection with a report on the "status of the oath."

May we have this permi~~" -

oC

Plegszse zccent roF

fetter Mare

 PG

attached Daal
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASS.

Department of Mathematics

March 8, 1950

Professor L.M.K. Boelter
Department of Engineering
University of California at Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

dear Professor Boelter:

As I have already written you the circumstances
&gt;f an excessively heavy schedule prevent my
accepting your invitations for the summers of
L951 and 1952 to the two branches of the
Jniversity of California. May I also point
out that the possible action of your Board
&gt;f Regents would make any acceptance of any
invitation to your University whether for a
term or for a single lecture impossible in
the future.

[ am distinctly against the employment of credal
tests for people in academic positions, and with
all respect to my friends in both branches of the
Jniversity of California, I must insist on foregoing
any visit to an institution maintaining such tests,
vhether for many or for any one group.

fou will understand that this action is not personal
as far as you are concerned, but that it is a necessary
consequence of the fact that if we do not insist on
our liberties at present, we shall have no liberties
left to insist on.

Sincerely yours,

Norbert Wiener

NWez

cc: Professor Jerzy Neymann
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TEACHERS COLLEGE

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

NEW YORK 27, N.Y.

November 27, 1950

Professor Hortert Weiner
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Veiner:

Enclosed herewith are articles by

Dr. Simon L, Ruskin, who has done research

on muscle metabolism, He is irterested in

your work, and has carried out some of your

ideas in his research. You may or may not

find the contents of these articles related

to your concept of integration of scientific

research, but I thought that you would tLe

interested in knowing that a man of high

nedical reoute is making use of some of your

oublished material.

Sincerely,

AHF AP

Howard I' Fehr
Head, Department of the
Teaching of Mathematics



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS

November 27, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Room 2-155, M.I.T.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

The "Round Robin Statistics Seminer," a B.U.-
Harvard=-M.I.T. affair, is very anxious to heve you address
ite Some time in December or Jamuery, L:30-5:30 P.M.,
h5 minutes for the talk, 15 minutes for discussion. Normal
attendance: 20-25. Mathematical level of the audience is
not high, and a rather expository talk would be best. Most
persons are social science majors (graduate students and
staff) with some experience in mathemetics and statistics.
A few others, Mosteller, von Mises, etc.

The subject "The Future of Statistical Prediction
in Social Science" would be my choice, but anything you pre~
fer would be entirely acceptable to use

Hope you will be able to meke ite.

With best wishes,

da

Hereld Freeman
HAF sw

*

Ly ng 12 /71:&lt; N
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YOUNG MEN'S &amp; YOUNG WOMEN'S HEBREW ASSOCIATION
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT

LEXINGTON AVENUE at 92nd STREET

NEW YORK 28 N.Y.

LOUIS M. LOEB, President

JACK NADEL, Executive Director

WILLIAM KOLODNEY, Educational Director
P. S. KAUFMAN. Box Office November 27 1930 ATwater 9-9456

horbert Wiener
iiessachusetts Institute

of Technology
Jambridee 3¢, Liassachusetts

Dear Lir. Viener:

Thank you for your letter of

Movember 22.

I regret to inform you that the

auditorium is not available in

December. I trust that you will

cet in touch with us when vou

return from Europe. 1 belleve we

can then find a date sultable for

both of us.

Sincerely

Love fv ©

William Kolodrey
wduc=tional Lirector

 -_

 KK :1CC

pub “Te,7]
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Dr, Norbert Wiener,
Professor of Mathematics,
Massachmsetts Institrte of Technology,
cambridge, Mass.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Have jvst finished reading vovr book, "The Hvman Use of Hwman
leings," and think it most interesting and also constrective. The
things you h=d to say about edvcation interested me most. On nage
3, vor say that children wovld come ot with a langage if left alone
and ort of contact with lanzraze of their seniors.

Several years ago I read in a story - a book - historv of the

3reat Mogrl of India, that he had crt the tongwes oft of 60 slaves,
and prt them in attendance on 60 babies so vorng that they had not
neard mech if any speach. These slaves tended the children several
vears and the children showed no sisns of spoken commmication accor-
ing to the accornt. I think I can locate the book. I4 was on the
~eading shelves of the 42nd Street Public Library, At the time I
vas considerably interested in the Behavioristic theories of psychology
and thovght it the first large experiment in that field that I had
ncard of. or read abort.

At abort the same time I was reading of some Children's nvreeries
in England. The accornt there stated that children of poor peovle
left in day nurseries were fed by the attendants by prtting the food
in vlates on the floor. The children world dig in like little nigs,
and fight and sqradtle over the food, btwt le=rned no speach bscarse
hey were not talked to by the attendant - she had too mrech to do,
and their parents talked little to them becarse they took them home
at night and pt them to bed.

Bvt when these children were later nlaced n better nrrssries
or kindergartends they picked up the langrace veryqrickly, almost
Instantaneorsly. That is in a few weskse they were talking as well
a8 other children who had had better handling,

Your remark on the same page at Chimnanzess not being able
to talk was written before a recent report that a Chimnanzee had
spoken three words, "c"p'was one, and I do not remember the other
“wo, But suprogse that a Chimp were sr rrovnded by a glassed in
inclos»re, with mirrors on say three sides, and on the for=th side.
a motion pictrre screen on which was shown a Chimp of his own age
ond size. If this.movie chip, were taken in silent movies, do ng
111 the things the caged chimp did sch as handling cvs, etec.,



Dr. Norbert Weiner,

were to be lined vp with or accomvanisl by a sownd track which h~d him
talk with a h'man voice abot the "Cup" or other things hs handled,
it might persvade the caged chimp to try to imitate the swpvosed voice
&gt;f the movie chimo.

Parrots talk, crows talk I am told, bet I have never heard one.
They evidently learn from being close to someone who talks to “hen.

Just recently I became interested in John Bvnyan's "The Holy War,"
dre to having rsad Kiplirg's poem "he Holy War," on nage 287 in his
Jock of Verse the Definitive Edition. The story of the Holy War is
the fight between the "lord" a Shad?ai which I spose is a Hebrew
name for God, and Diabolus, the Devil, It is a most interesting
allegorical story, and the emphasis on the aporozch throvgh "Eargsate®
blo *Mansovl.®

In t~toring I have alwavs noticed that boys who have been read to
by their parents have a much better vocabvrlary than boys who have
read themselves. That maybe the reason the Rvisians ort so mrch faith
in "Ear Propaganda" as they strive to do in their sovnding off at the
Jnited Nations.

I wonder if anyone has attemnted to keep track of the words a child
picks up in lesrning to talk. A room 2qiipped with a continwors re-
cording instrrment, corld keen track of a child's talk, and his vocab-
“lary conted from day to day, and new words covld be fed to him as
rapidly as he co»ld take them in. He also covld be given the motion victrre
"reatment with babies talking to him -.

I can memorize a single verse of noetry of eight or less lines with
Five remetitions alovd, twt that will not be finally fixed. With 25
repetitions I can fix it for a week or so, then I will have to go
over it again, But I find I memorize much more rapidly by repeating
anything alovd - I hold it is &amp;ve to the Loar hearing, the eye seczing,
ond the tongre - lips, etc saying it. If I write it on the typewriter,
)r bv hand it stays longer.

Music - the Do-Mg-S0l-Do or solfeggio notation is easy to memorize,
in singing, ad helps immensely in keeping the words or svllahkles on the
rey, and in time. etc.

My memoryés for nvmbers is mrch better than for anything else. When
[ strdied chemistry I knew all the atomic weights, the boiling points
3tc. In trigonometry I knew the logarithms of many of the most wsed
avmbers. I worked ort trig in 30 days, by simply dividing the pages of
the book by thirty and doing the reswlting n mber of nages each day,
[ worked all the problems of 3 additional texts, snd made an 100% on
“he Enfrance examination at University of Michigan.

Report has it that abort 96% of all orr intake comes Bhrorgh theeve
abort 3 ver cent throvgh the ear, and the remainder through the otrer
senses, but it seems to me that the Ear is more immortant for words.



Dr. Norbert Wiener.

1 took one or two covrses rnder vowr father at Harvard, and he
said in his vniversitygf days he andother strd~—+- need to get together
and talk all night long, Of corrse, we had + .. of ll gessions
in college, but I never remember ding at it wu that extent.

I note that vor are a shade pessimistic abort the futuvre. I
think yon hve some grounds for that, mt I do believe that the engineer
shorld concern himself with edvcating the mind of man more than he has
dp tc now. A great deal can be done with the hrman mind - if it will
let itself be tavght, and I think that many will svbmit to prover
training. Wm. Batt. of S.K.F. indrstries, who is a past president of
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers has vent red to state that
the engineer of the fvtrre show 14 make allowance for the men he cuts
out of jobs by his now machines. That is he shorld plan something else
for these men his machines will eliminate, That is not a simple problem.
burt it shovrld be considered.

Leisvre is going to be owr greatest problem - what to do with it.
Lo Novy's claims that the mind is capable of evolving more and more
ond that is his idea of thre destiny of man. That is. man's destiny is
to evolve his mind more and more,

My class at Harvard was 1916. I was a freshman at University of
Michigan and came to Harvard in 1913, as an wvnclassified st dent. I
v2.8 ont of collge 1915 In Jawary to Janrary 1916 dave to iritis. I
specialized in chemistry and anthronnlogy. Bvt after the War - I was
a second lievtenant in Fiera Artillery - I wovked with Hrdlicka for
3 while, in Washington at the U.S. National Mrgerm - as his assistant
then left to become ga chemist in a large commercial fertilizer plant.
After the depression of 192%, I came tq New York and have been in the
lewspaper field since.

I knew yor slightly in Harvard, wsed to wrestle with vo» in Sargent
Jymnasivm, I weighed 133, you 175 or thereaborts, However I wags vo 4
grick and wiry, and while you probably do not remsmber me at all, we
41d have some rather warm borts.

I do hope yov continve operating in this “ield, and wri te many more
cooks - I have done frae lance prblicity for Years, some ofmy accornts
being American Institute of Mining and “etalivrei cal Engineers, American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, American Society of Civil Engineers,
{investment Covnsel Association of Amekica. etc.

Sine #



AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHYSICS
PUBLISHED FOR THE

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PHYSICS TEACHERS
BY THE

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS

EDITOR

THOMAS H. OSGOOD dm
OFFICE OF THE EDITOR

MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE

EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

Vovember 27, 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of Mathematics
 fa ssachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Professor Wiener:

Dr. Duane Roller, president of the American Association of
Physics Teachers, tells me that he reard recently a lecture that
you gave in Indiana on the subject of cybernetics which, although
quite elementary, outlined the subject and its implications in a re-
narkably clear manner. He suggested that I write to you, asking if
it would be possible for you to elaborate your lecture somewhat into
an article that would be appronriate for the American Journal of Phvsics.

As perhaps you know, the American Journal of Physics is devoted
to cultural and instructional aspects of physical science. It is
orobably read by its subscribers more thoroughly than most other
journals devoted to physics. As a general rule, since the Journal
1s read mainly by teachers of physics in colleges, we like to have
articles couched at about the level of a first year graduate student
or perhaps at the level of a competent senior. There 1s, however, no
firm editorial policy on this voint.

By contributing such an article you would enlarge the circle
of Intelligent men who were aware of the implications of cybernetics.
Te would be very pleased to supply you with a considerable number of
reprints.

[ hesitate to suggest an appropriate length. Occasionally we
use articles that run to more than 100 typewritten pages, usually
publishing them in two or more parts. I believe that 10,000 words,
or approximately 15 pages of our Journal, 1s about enough for one
article or one installment of an article.

I hope very much that you will have the leisure to give us such
a contribution.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas H. Osgood, Editor

 &gt;yr To
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® ® * ®Lowell Institute Cooperative Broadcasting Council
28 Newbury Street + Boston 16

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: BOSTON COLLEGE * BOSTON UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY * LOWELL INSTITUTE - MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY*TUFTS COLLEGE

PARKER WHEATLEY, Director Telephone: KENMORE 6-6522

owember 29. 1950

Professor Norbert Wiener
Department of liathematics
fassachusetts Institute of Technology, 2-155
Tarbridge. Vaeanechisetts

Near FProfessor Vilener:

Arrangements are complete for the recording session this Friday, excent
Por inviting one more participant,

Series SCTT™NOR OWN TRTAT,

Topic for this discussion: HAS SCTFNCE UNDERMINED RULIGION?

Date of Recording: Friday, December 1, 1950

Time « © Recording: 3:™M=K-") p.r

7 " Recrrding:

re maprticipantse

Library Lounge, Room lL E=310
“harles Hayden Vemorial Iibrary, M.I.T.

Dean George R., Harrison, Dean of Science, M.I.T.
Rev, Michael J. Ahern. S8..7.. Hegton Collece

Pr wi Lo - “2
. mm



C

EY
153 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. five

FR ke

7 ‘
 —_— =|

CHICAGO 7, /LL/INO/S

The Spencer Press, One.
WALTER DILL SCOTT, Ph.D., LL.D

President Emeritus Northwestern University

CHAIRMAN EDITORIAL BOARD

NOV »

FRANKLIN J. MEINE,

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

$ 2) 502% ° 1950

A, M.

Prof. Norbert Wiener
lass. Inst. of Tech.
“ambridgre, liass.

Dear Dr. Wiener

For the forthcoming revision of the American Peoples Encyclopedia
we should like to have an article on the subject of Cybernetics,
and of course we would like to have it written by you. Dr.
William F. Whitmore, who is rewriting our article on Catculating
tlachine, says he will be glad to do the article on cybernetics
if you do not have the time to do so, and suggests that I mention
this in my letter to you. He also suggests that I point out that
we will NOT have an article on dianetics; this is by way of negative
indication that your article on dybernetics will be in a good,
scientific mibieu.

I am authorized to offer you only the token payment 6f three cents
per words for this article. It should be as short as you feel is
justified. but in no case longer than about 700 words.

Vers tm ~-- ire
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THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
2 EAST 103 STREET

NEW YORK 29, N.Y.

"ELEPHONE ATWATER 9-4700

November 30, 1950

Dear Norbert:

[ am delighted to know that you are to be in
Jew York on the twenty-first, On the altar of good
friendship, I sacrifice four patients Just to keep
that evening free, Of course I suspect that the
patients will not suffer thereby and, if you will Z«
juote me, might even benefit, =z

I intend to share my pleasures with my own
better helf'and maybe we can arrange to dine together,
Including Ted Shedlovsky.

feen me informed of your vplens,

Fai 'l.f+)ly yours,

“~ “u
iI. v0 G21¢ ‘on

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
cambridee 39, Massachusetts

lead



THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 3 - PENNSYLVANIA

FOUNDED FEBRUARY 5, 1824

lournal of The Franklin Institute
OFFICE OF THE EDITOR November 30, 1950

Dr. Norbert Wiener
Department of #lathematics
iiassachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Mass.

Deer Dr. Wiener

Enclosed you will find the manuscript end galley
proof of your paper "Homeostasis in the Individual and
Society," which we are to publish in our 125th anniversary
issue, in January.

Will you be good enough to examine the proof,
indicating any necessary corrections thereon, and return
just the proof to me in the enclosed envelope? The
nanuscript you may keep.

Also, I should like to know whether you are
interested in having reprints of the paper, and if so,
how many. As a small token of our appreciation, we sha..
e giad to furnish the desired nuwber with our comp.iment
ease advise me how many you will want, when you return

“he galley proof.

“"acarel-



TEMPLE ISRAEL

LoncwooD AVENUE AND PrymoutrH STREET ¢ Boston 15, Mass.

Rabbis
ABRAHAM J. KLAUSNER, D. D.
EARL A. GROLLMAN, M. H. L.

Religious School Principal
SAMUEL A. NEMZOFF

Executive Director
LEWIS L. MARTINSON

November
a0tn
1950

Dear Dr. Wiener:

We were delighted with your presence here at Temple
Israel and with your participation in our program.
I am certain those who were in attendance will long
remember all that was said of "Living In An Atomic
Aca.

Mr. Frank Cohen, Chairman of our program will be
writing to you soon. It was a personal pleasure to

spend the Yening with you and Mrs. Wiener, a pleasure
I hope will’®e afforded me as it will be afforded
the Temple community.

With many good wishes, I am

sincersly,

= Wwe =
L rr /Dr. REN ‘Klausner

"J,

Professor Norbert Wiener
Mathematics Department
Mass. Institute of Technology
Cambridge, lassschusetts



The Few Pork Times
Tires Souare

November 30, 1950

Dear Mr. Wiener:

I wanted to reply to you earlier about the
matter you raise in your letter, but I have
been unable to get in touch with Mr. Berkeley
who has been traveling. I expect to hear
from him in a day or so, however, and I shall
be glad to write to you further.

[ just wanted you to know we have nos
cotten the matter.

fore

Sincerely wvalirs
(oY 0.
C. B. Palmer
Sunday Department

CBP:zfar

tr. Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts



Dear Dr. Wiener:

For sfmplfcity's sake, I am taking the
1*berty of enclosing mypcheck for your
expenses. The 'A' in 'S.A.M.' stands for
'advancement' which is not always synonymous
with 'application'.
I am very much looking forward to meeting
you again and hope that this may be
possible before you are going abroad.

In the meantime, the very best for a
pleasant holiday season.

Sincerely yours

November 30, 1950

From the Desk of PROF. ALEX W. RATHE
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

OF LIBRARIES

Professor Norbert Wiener
2-165

Dear Professor Wiener!

In connection with the visit to M.I.T. of 20 prominent European
jocumentation specialists, an informal dinner has been arranged
For the evening of Wednesday, December 13, 1950, to be held at
the Club of 0dd Volumes, 77 Mt. Vernon Street, Boston, at seven
3lclock.

The Committee on Arrangements cordially invites you to attend.
No formal proecram is planned, and the occasion is purely social,

In order that the plans for the dinner can be completed, will
you please let the undersigned know by Monday, December 11,
whether it will be possible for you to accept.

Sincerel,.

Orman D Foe
TYernon D. Tate

For the Committee on Arrangements

November 30, 1950
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

OF LIBRARIES

The Economic Cooperation Administration has sponsored visits

to the United States of "teams" of foreign scientific and technical

axperts to enable them to study American practices. A group of

twenty documentation specialists from ten countries will visit the

Boston area during the week of December 11, On Thursday, December

14, a one day symposium will be held in the Library Lounge, Charles

Hayden Memorial Library, third floor, east wing. The morning session

convening at ten o'clock will be devoted to the microtechnliques of

jocumentary reproduction. The afternoon session will meet at two

o'clock for a discussion of Buropean and American practices in docu-

nentation, A small exhibit of equipment has been arranged.

Interested members of the faculty and graduate students are

invited to attend and participate in the discussions. The sym-

sosium has been arranged under the generali sponsorship of the

nenter for Scientific Aids to Learning at M.I,T, in cooperation

with the U. S. State Department.

Vernon D. Tate

for the Committee on Arrangements

November 30, 1950
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OFFICE OF THE

EDITOR

8 ARLINGTON STREET

BOSTON 16

Ghe Atlantic Monthly

November 30, 1350

Dear Dr. Wiener:

Here you are and many thanks.

Please continue to give us the first offer

vhen you call.

Faithfully yours,

Dr. Norbert Wiener
lassachusetts Institute

of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Atria ol 4 —

»


