
ANDREW CARNEGIE
2 EAST OIST STREET

NewYork December 7, 1910

My dear Lr. Maclaurin,-

Ye're no blate. Just think of it, I hav given $3,800,000. towards

axtending the Pittsburg school, and certainly it has cost as much more to

bring it where it is, and you ask me to help Boston, which hasreceivd $400,000.

from me for the Franklin Instituts! I enjoy the jokes! Besides, I do net

put the Pittsburg schools bshind even the liassachusestts Institutes of Technolo-

~v. It is a close race and we'll see who is winner by and by.

Harty congratulations upon your success.

Alvays very truly yours,

5
( ¢Q

a

Dr. Richard C. MacLaurin,
Lassachusetts Institute of Technology,

Boston. lasszchusetts.

P.S. If I mistake not, I am a part owner of that ground that my friend Lee

Higginson and some of us purchast to unite the two institutions, which should
i
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A NATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND A
NATIONAL DUTY

BY RICHARD C. MACLAURIN

I: June last there was much stir in Boston over the opening of
the new buildings of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Many millions had been spent on their erection and every effort
had been exerted to make the great group worthy of the purpose
for which the buildings were designed and of the splendid gener-
asity that had made their erection possible. Science and art had
joined hands to ensure that noble forms enclosed the vast labor-
atories that were so carefully planned to meet the exacting de-
mands of their various uses and the result was everywhere ac-
claimed as eminently successful. To the ceremonies of dedication
came a great concourse, including a distinguished group of repre-
sentatives of foreign governments and institutions of learning
and many thousands of alumni from all parts of the United States
and of the world. Was this a mere local spectacle and the erection
of these buildings but an incident in the life of the nation, no more
worthy of remark than countless other incidents, or did it have a
deeper significance as testifying to the growth of an institution
whose maintenance at the highest level of efficiency presents, in
the words of a prominent banker in New York, “not only a national
&gt;pportunity, but a national duty”?

The greatest hope of America lies in her living faith in educa-
tion, so that there is nothing that calls for comment in the up-
building of a single school. There are, however, certain features
of this school—the Massachusetts Institute of Technology—that
give it a special significance and a special importance at this epoch
in our history. Of these features it may suffice to indicate four: —
(1) It 1s a school founded and maintained on belief in hard work,
“a place for men to work and not for boys to play,” an institution
without nonsense and without frills devoting itself always with
seriousness of purpose to the business on hand. (2) It represents
in a striking way the modern spirit of co-operation, the sinking of
differences and rivalries for the public good. Having established
its independence by fifty years of successful labor, it has joined
hands with Harvard University, to build up in these new buildings
that have just been dedicated a great school worthy of the best
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traditions of both institutions,andnotsurpassedbyanything of
its kind in the world. And this same spirit of co-operation shows
itself in the whole course of its educational practice. Amongst the
many examples that might be quoted is its new course in chemical
engineering practice. Here, according to the editor of Meral-
lurgical and Chemical Engineering, “a splendid idea of the most
direct co-operation between education and industry is being trans-
formed into reality with a boldness of conception that is unique
in the history of chemical education. It is a grand pioneer experi-
ment in education.” (3) This school, jointly conducted by Harvard
and Technology, 1s a national school. Harvard, the oldest Univer-
sity in the country, has an historic setting that gives her a unique
position and power. Technology, although only half a century old,
has long drawn men in large numbers from all parts of the country
and of the world, as widely even as Harvard, and scattered them
still more widely. (4) It is pre-eminently a school of science and
particularly of science that concerns itself with practical affairs—a
feature of special importance when it is remembered that science
has revolutionized the world and become the measure of modern
progress in almost every field of practical endeavor.

Mr. Hughes tells us that the watchword of the country in
these days of stress must be “America Efficient,” but such a
slogan must be futile unless the method and the spirit of science
pervade the country and especially its business. It has long been
recognized that we need more scientific methods in our agri-
culture and our manufacturing, for the improvement of our pro-
cesses, the elimination of waste and the discovery of new devices.
All enterprise involving such factors calls loudly for men trained
in science. We need such men too for the organization of our
business. In the past this has been done for the most part by men
with little or no knowledge of scientific method; but in business
as elsewhere “new times demand new manners and new men.”

Many of the methods that were serviceable a decade or two ago
must be scrapped now, for they will no more suffice to meet the
conditions of today and of tomorrow than will an old fashioned
fort withstand the attack of modern artillery. Business today re-
quires scientific method in careful observation and experiment,
in openness of mind, in orderly arrangement of action, and in
careful shaping of the means to the end desired. Often too it calls
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for expert knowledge of facts and processes in places where the
need of such knowledge might hardly be expected. Thus in the
selling of many products it is found expedient today to employ
experts to enable the customer to make the best use of what he
buys, not only to sell him the material but to help him design the
structure into which it is to go. All such demands call for men
trained in the methods and permeated by the spirit of science and
they are demands that will grow in intensity as the economic
struggle develops.

Here in America we have not yet experienced the full force
of the competition of other nations. We have had what seemed
for a time a boundless territory and limitless resources and as the
country has developed we have had the great advantage of a
varied home market. Conditions, however, have been rapidly
changing of late years and the war will greatly accelerate the
change. We have practically exhausted our virgin land, and are
beginning to realize that we must cease to be reckless in the use
of our resources. We are coming steadily closer to the position of
Europe, demanding the abandonment of wasteful habits and
careful planning to make the most of what we have. We have
reached a stage where we must enter more largely into foreign
rrade, but here again our only hope of permanent success lies in
the adoption of scientific methods.

There has been much popular discussion as to the oppor-
tunity of foreign trade that is presented to the United States by
the war. There can be no question as to the opportunity. The
Allies’ command of the seas effectively shuts the central powers
out of most foreign markets, and the occupation of the Allies
themselves with the pressing problems of war leaves them less
capital and energy than they would otherwise have to push trade
in foreign fields. However, although the opportunity exists it is
far more difficult to take advantage of it than 1s popularly sup-
posed. In the first place the very conditions that have created the
opportunity have also placed great obstacles in the way of profiting
by it. “The scarcity of shipping, the rise of freight charges, the
pressure of war orders, the revival of the home market, the scarcity
of materials and the shortage of labor have all combined to inter-
fere with the growth of new trade.” These difficulties are due to
the war, but there are others that will not pass with it. Of these,
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two may be mentioned as of special importance. The first is the
difficulty due to the fact that trade to be most profitable must be
reciprocal and that while Europe produces what China, South
America, etc., use, and uses what they produce, the United States
does this far less completely and “naturally.” It will require more
careful planning and more deliberate development of certain in-
dustries to place the United States in a position that is even nearly
as favorable in this respect as is that of England and Germany.
The second is the great difficulty of cost of production, closely
allied of course with the cost of labor. Labor costs are extraor-

dinarily high today as compared with those in competing countries
and they may be expected to reach the highest point just at the
end of the war, when the crack comes. To maintain anything like
such a scale of wages after the war will be no easy matter, however
much the well-being of the community as a whole may make the
maintenance of high wages desirable. The only possible hope is to
increase the efficiency of our processes, so that in spite of the high
cost of labor the cost of production may give us a chance of com-
peting with other nations where the labor costs are materially
lower. If this be true, it is equally true that no other means can
be suggested of increasing the efficiency of our processes than the
introduction of the scientific method into every phase of industry
and commerce. Hence follows the importance of schools of applied
science and the need of a national school of the highest efficiency
that will attract men of parts from all sections of the Union. The
London Statist, a leading financial paper, lays it down that “the
domination of international trade by Germany can be ended only
by other countries becoming at least as well educated in science
as Germany . .. We in England had an immense advantage
in practically a century’s start of Germany in the competition for
the world’s trade, and we are now crying out that in another half-
century Germany has beaten us in many fields. The question is,
why and how? And the answer to that is simply—dislike of science,
disbelief in real education, and lastly mental indolence. We have
kept up at the older universities a system of education that was
established in the Middle Ages. And we flattered ourselves that
the kind of teaching that suited the Schoolmen is also adapted to
make Britishers supreme in the economic world of today. As long
as we indulge in that folly, so long Germany will beat us, let us
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resort to what alliances and what treaty engagements we may
please.” i

It is sometimes said that the path of the United States will
be smoother in the future because of the crippling of her competi-
tors engaged in the great war. This, however, 1s a mistake. Even
if the warring nations were crippled as much as is often supposed,
it would be no advantage to us. A nation does not become rich by
being surrounded by paupers, and if only China were rich what a
profitable market she would offer for our wares! But the warring
nations will not be crippled nearly so much as is popularly sup-
posed—at least not all of them. They are doubtless spending capital
at a prodigious rate instead of passing it on to the next generation,
and the loss of their men is of course irrevocable. However, it is
already manifest that there are compensations, that the war is
bringing about great improvements in business methods and in the
moral habits of the people and that in a short time these improve-
ments may offset the vast losses that have been incurred. And it is
difficult to exaggerate the great advantage that will accrue to these
nations owing to the discipline of the war and its stimulus to unity.
After the war our competitors will be unified, while we may still
be pulling in various directions; they will be hungry and resolute,
while we may be fat and self-satisfied with our prosperity; they
will have laborers disciplined by self-sacrifice and used to low
wages, while we may have to rely largely upon workers who have
never thought of looking beyond their immediate interests and
have experienced the highest wages in our history. To offset these
disadvantages our hope is in the energy of our people, in their
faith in education, and in their ability to draw more speedily than
others upon the limitless resources of science. We have not always
so drawn, but changing conditions will make this imperative and
to provide for these changes presents a national opportunity and
a national duty. “1 like the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,”
said Thomas A. Edison recently, “because it gives to America the
kind of education that is most urgently needed today, teaching
her young men to work hard, to apply science to industry and to
apply it everywhere and all the time.”
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seen) moa than Justificd by results. He ‘has’ nroved himself to be

true teacher, as well as a ripe scholar. The influence he nas |
; ) Yer #

sxercised over the students ‘has been! in every way admirable and

he has made for himself a unique position as a lzader *~ *™-

intellectual matters throughout the whole colonvw

5 man as he is on the staff of the Universit

tion an educational tone that will go far + sco
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3uec "7 Prof.llacleurin ic © mancc

© { enthugiam and is unrwaring of hic labours for widening

~~ of the Univer~-

AoIacaligter
in tI» ‘_-crgivr of Cambridpe

1908. "I have known Professor laclaurin now for a ~ood many years,

since his joining this University about sixteen years ago. All

through his course snd in the various stages of his career since he

left here I have been in frequent touch with him, and with those whe

have been associated with hir A t tify with great pleasure to

his aterling worth and characvo

md to the high esteem end regard entertained towards him by all

those who have been associated with him either as fellow students,

or fellow workers, or friends."

from W.S.Aldis, ILA., Tormerly Principal of the

 umber ol able and promuisiag young

IN

ha He. bit) ye

tly sevlnet ninisters, several are Judges of

ana others are acknowledeed leaders in the scientif



worl” + Mae impressc me so powerlallv as llr.lisclaurin.

~*+egordine and behind o ocuiet and unassuning

wang? fron of character, and the power to carry

him and anv ‘agtitution that he controls to almost certain success.”

From Donal” ’~c*lister, 1.D.,L.L.D., President of the British ledical

Jouncil end Principal of the University of Glasa™

"I have pleasure in testifying to the high ~~ ~cter and

cemarkable powers of Professor R.C.laclaurin, who was successively

scholar, postgraduate student, and Fellow of St. John's College,

Jembridge. Tn the honour examination of the University he approved

himsel? the ablest mathematicien of his year and turning his atten-

tion to snother branch of study (law) he won distinction scarcely

less pre-eminent. Since then by his academic work in more than one

Jniversity and by his original contributions to naethematical and

physical scicnce he has won for himself an enviahle name on both

sides of the world. His nersonal qualitier~ ~nally admirable

snd they hev made for him vast friends in « .° J his fields of

sor Hi o-oo ate ettainments, end T° x © justify all who
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Tey of the high rewara - Sen which the Univergity

 ~~ &gt; thought fit to crowm it.”

Sau... «nd Review: "A work that well deserves attention. ......

r+ resgdires no little care 2nd skill to desl clearly with so complex
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his atterant, and has produced a werk that should ie undcubtedly of

value. not only to students of real property law, but to all who

talre ~~ interest in the history of the land laws°
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RESOLVED that the following be spread unon the records of the

Jorporation as an expression of the profound sorrow and sense of
loss caused by the death of our beloved President Richard Cockburn
faclaurin and a tribute to his memory, and that a copy of the same

ye sent to his family:

Richard Cockburn lMaclaurin, since 1909 President of the lassa-
shusetts Institute of Technology, died, after a brief illness, on
the 15th day of January 1920. By his death not only does the In-
stitute lose a leader of the highest quality whose achievements in

the past only foreshadowed those that were to come, had his life
been spared, but our country and the world 1s deprived of a great

sitizen whose loss is deeply to be deplored. lloreover, all those
7ith whom he had come in contact whether in social relations, as an

sducator and administrator, as a public servant or as the head of a

oreat institutionoflearningabout whom centered the loyal devo-

tion of a host of graduates, students and fellow workers, had for
him not only respect and admiration but warm feelings of regard and

affection such as few men have the quality to excite. To his

friends and to those who knew him, his death is a personal distrecs

snd his loss one for which there is no compensation.

Ye was born in Scotland in 1870 of a family of refinement many

nembers of which had been distinguished in scholarship and science.
He was fortunate in that he grew up in New Zealand, were he had

the benefit of an environment entirely different from tnat of our

older civilization. This resulted in a broadening of his vies

and an enlargement of his ideas which were distinctly helpful to

 21im in his later work.

intering the University of Cambridge, England, he there received
the Degree of Master of Arts in 1897, with marked distinction in math-



emabics. He then turned his attention to the study of law and, in

1898, was Yorke prizeman in law at that University.

Returning to New Zealand with this unusual and admirable equlp-
ment as a scholar, especially in mathematics, physics and lew, he

remained in that Colony until 19095, serving for seven years as Pro-

fessor of Mathematics in the University of New Zealand snd for two

years as Dean of the Faculty of Law in that University.

In 1907 he became Professor of Mathematics and Physics 1n Co-
lumbia University, New York and in 1509 was elected President of
the liassachusetts Institute of Technol ogy -

Weantime, he had written and published books and articles of a

high order of merit on both scientific and legel subjects. His
elaborate works on the theory of 1ight placed him in the front rank

of physicists,
He had travelled much and had been in particular a student of

sducation and educational methods in different parts of the world.
When therefore he became President of the Massachusetts Insti-

tute of Technology, he had acquired from study and personal contact

unusual knowl edge of many different phases of our civilization and
particularly of educational systems and had a broad foundation of

scholarship, comprehensive in the important fields of law and phys-
ies and extensive in all branches of human effort.

He became President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
sey at a critical time in its history. Vnile the Institute had

rendered great and constantly increasing service to education and
to scientific development and the application of science to the

arts, the time had come vhen it had largely outgrown its facilities

and required reestablishment on a new basis. Not only was the ma-



terial problem of a new and enlarged plant in a new location of vi-

tal lirmortance, but the necessity that the standards of the Insti-
tute should be maintained in harmony with the demands of constantly

chansing and expanding industrial conditions with which the Insti-
tute must surely keep pace, required renewed study and analysis of
educational methods and conditions. Thorough consideration of the

sntire educational prograrme not limited to the apparent exigencies
of the moment but involving a sound forecast of the necessities of

future development was essential if the ideals of the Institute

were to be realized.

An incidental question of great importance which had to be
faced and settled was that of the relations with Harvard University

which had beenasubject of consideration for many ears.
To these problems and to many others of a more detailed char-

noter which were involved in the general consideration of the fu-

ture of the Institute, the new President devoted his thought and

energy fron the very begiming and without cessation until the end
of his life. The magnitude as well as the difficulty of these

problems appear more clearly, nov that we look back upon them, than

they did in 1909. They were not only physical, financial, educa-
tional and administrative tut distinctly social, in that the new
sonditions that were to be brought about must surely be such as to

harmonize wiih the demands of society and the need of the times.

The different phases could not be dealt with separately but every
effort and every achievement in one direction required cerrespond-

ing effort and achievement in others, that the harmony and wity of

the organization as a whole might be maintained..
The large success of the Institute in developing from its con-

dition in 1909 to that of the present day is generally recognized.
There can be no question that the credit for this success is due tc

$
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a marked degree to President llaclaurin, his character, capacity and

personality. While he has had the loyal support of those associa
ted with him in the management of the Institute and of its alumi,
that support would never have been consolidated for effective and
enthusiastic effort if it had not been organized and directed by hig.

and if he had not had the rare qualities required to stimulate en-

thusiasm and to concentrate in persistent, harmonious work the ef-

forts of all those who were called upon to cooperate with him.

Back of all was the necessary element of far sighted leadership

which should plan and develop 1n general and in detail and deter-
mine the direction in which work should be done. Such leadership

required for success a capacity and quality seldom found. It was
because the leadership was equal to the emergency, and the plans

adequate, that the friends of the Institute became inspired with
shat zeal and confidence whi ch placed them solidly behind the work.

Those who have been in a position to follow the development of
the Institute since 1909 and all others who will take the trouble

to study the subject as a matter of history, will agree that for

the purposes of this great undertakingnoonecould have exhibited
creater qualities of power and leadership than President Maclaurin.
gith clear intelligence he analyzed all phases of the problem.
His energy and capacity in dealing with the complications of the

situation were without limit. He faced the financial difficulties
with the utmost courage and confidence, wut never permitted them to
jivert his attention from the educational and administrative work ,4¢

2s to allow tne latter to deteriorate. Then the new plant was as-

sured, he cave wise and adequate attention to the very difficult
problem of transferring the work to the new quarters without im-
nairing its quality. As a great leader he vas behind all the de-



tails of the organization involved in establishing the Institute in
its new enviromnent, utilizing to the utmost the help and coopera-

tion that was so freely and loyally at his disposal, giving full

credit to every one, but himself contributing the vital and essen-

t1al elements of direction, coherence and stability.
Outside the great achievement of financing and establ ishing

the new plant without even temporary disintegration of the quality
of work of the Institute, certain special difficulties came into

the situation which were calculated to try the soul of a leader.
The first was the Great War, which if the affairs of the Institute

had not been handled by a master mind, might have led to a ost,

serious impairment of its efficiency. Here President laclaurin
showed to a marked degree his extraordinary intelligence and power

to keep in order a situation that tended toward chaos. He carried
the Institute through the war period with its effibiency unimpaired

and with even an increase in its capacity for service.. Nor should

it be forgotten that during the war, he added to the burdens of his

work admirable and effective service for the Goverment in fields

outside the affairs of the Institute. As Director of College

Training for the Tar Department, he played a conspicuous part in
organizing the colleges of the land so that in the face of most

trying conditions, their work was practically uninterrupted, while
at the same time they performed valuable service in training thelr
students for the exigencies of the war period..

A second episode that was %o him most disheartening and which

only his rare qualities of mind and character enabled him to meet

without flinching, was the ultimate failure of the effort to estab-
lish sound educational relations with Harvard University. Fimily

sonvinced that the interests of the Institute and of education gen-
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orally required that there should be close cooperation with Harvard
University in the teaching of applied science, President laclaurin
worked zealously to that end for years, arpin showing throughout

the negotiations, which were conducted in the most admirable spirit
on both sides, his power of dealing with great questions and his

capacity as a leader in thought and action. Vhen tae relations
between the two institutions were established on what seemed to be

a sound and permanent basis, he felt that an important part of his

work had been accomplished. He believed that the joint effort of
Harvard and the Institute would surely result in the greatest en-

zineering school in the world and in a cain to education and to the

prosperity of our country which could not be measured. Because of

the views of the Court as to the true construction of Gordon licKaey's

will, all this work and effort failed, necessitating an entire read-

justment of the programme for the development of the Institute.
It is largely to the credit of President Maclaurin that this rever-

sal of its policy, forced upon it by conditions which it could not
sontrol, did not involve even temporary embarrassment of a serious

charactertotheInstitute.
Although bitterly disappointed and forced to approach the gen-

sral problem of the development of the Institute from en entirely
different noint of view, President raclaurin did not for one moment

J ose his confidence or his courage. The seriousness of the situa-

tion, of which he was fully conscious, particularly when the strain

apon the resources of the Institute arising from the conditions ex-

cited by the war and the fact that payments from the State would
soon cease were taken into account, only served to inspire him to

further strenuous effort.
with the most indefatigable energy, he assumed the leadership

of a new campaign to establish the Institute's finances upon a firm

footing, asain showing, to a superlative degree, all his qualities



as a great leader,- sagacity, power of conception and of aduinis-

tration, enerzy and a capacity for inspiring others. Again his
work was crowned with success and on the very day on which he was

stricken dovm by the illness which proved fatal, there was held the

meeting of the alumi which was to note this new triumph of the In-

stitute and of its President.
All through the record stand out conspicuously the great qual -

ities of the man waich have resulted in such great achievement.

The obligations of the Institute to its many friends and in partic-
ular to the giver so long unknown, who has made such worthy use of

the reward that came to him for his foresight and ability in giving

to the world a great industry which operates only to the advantage
»f men, can never be expressedinwords. They can only be felt..
But this giver and the others who have cooperated with him, will be

the first to recognize that, except for the personality of the Pres-
ident of the Institute and their confidence that under his guidance
its future as a great power for good in this country and in the

qorld would be assured, they would not have felt so strongly that

it was the Massachusetts Institute of Technololy which should have

the immediate advantage of thelr liberal ity and good intent
In no department of his work for the Institute has President

vaclaurin failed to show the same high qualities of power and lead-

srship. He deserved and retained the confidence of the governing
bodies, of the faculty, of the students and of the alumi because
of the loyalty, the entire absence of se] f—consciousness, the imag-

inative power and the intelligence, capacity and energy with which
he approached his work. He had the full confidence of the public,
for it was convinced, 2.8 soon as it knew the man, that he had the

yuzlities of a good citizen and a great leader practically uncon-



taminated by any of the ordinary weaknesses of humanity-
His friends and those who had the good fortune to know him

were attracted to him from the start by his fine character and by

the richness of his personality, and found their respect and regard

for him continually increasing as they knewhimbetter.Whilehis
thought vos always on his work and he vas almost submerged by the

intensity of his self-sacrificing and unsparing effort, he vas al-
ways able, even at a time of serious exigency, to meet those with

thom he came in centact with a friendly and personal charm, bright-
sned by a sense of humor which he never secned to lose even in his

most serious moments. Every mexcry of hin is pleasant and it is

only from this pleasant memory that we who knew him can gel even

31icht consolation for our creat loss.
He was an admirable citizen. His standards of American ideals

were of the highest.. lany times he has served the public in large

ways and small, often at great sacrifice and the expense of person-

nl inconvenience. If his 1ife had been spared, he would have con=-

tinued to serve the comunity to the limit of his power, for he
recognized to the full the obligations of citizenship.

then President Maclaurin ceme to Boston, he brought with him

his wife vho was born at the other end of the world. Her support

in all the trying years of her husband! s work as President of the

Institute, has been unfailing and most sympathetic. She has in
many ways demonstrated the depth of her friendship for the Insti-
tute and ner sincere devotion to its interests. To her and to his

shildren we tender our hearty sympathy. It may comfort them to

know that all the innumerable friends of President laclaurin, many
»f them not even mown to him, feel his loss as &amp; personal and bit-

ter calamity and cnly hope that their deep sympathy may to some



slight extent alleviate the grief of his family. That commen
srief can be tempered only by the recognition, which 1s universal,
that he lived a great life and leaves behind him a memory which of

itself makes this a better world.



RICHARD COCKBURN MACLAURIN





RICHARD COCKBURN MACLAURIN, M.A.; LL.D.; Sc.D.
Ricuarp C. MacrauriN was elected to honorary membership in
the Class soon after he took up his duties as President of the
[nstitute, and by his goodfellowship immediately won for himself
a warm welcome from ’93. His untimely death on January 15,
1920, following almost immediately after the successful raising of
an endowment fund of $8,000,000 for the Institute, was a tragic oc-
currence which deprived the Class of one whom it delighted to honor,
the community of oné of its most useful citizens and the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology of a great scholar and leader.

Mr. Maclaurin, the son of a Scottish clergyman, was born in
Scotland, in 1870. His early education was received in New
Zealand, where his family removed while he was still a child; he
returned, however, to Great Britain for his university training and
obtained the degree of Master of Arts from Cambridge University,
in 1897. The following year he went back to New Zealand to
serve as Professor of Mathematics in New Zealand University, which
position he held from 1898 to 1905, acting during a considerable
portion of that period as Chairman of the Faculty, an administra-
‘ive position somewhat similar to that held by an American college
president. He later served for two years as Dean of the Law School
at the same university. Prior to his return to New Zealand, he had
spent nearly a year in the United States and Canada studying their
methods of education, and while Chairman of the Faculty at New
Zealand - University, he travelled extensively through the British
Empire, France and Germany in order to study the educational
systems of these countries. In 1907, he came to New York to fill
‘he chair of Professor of Mathematical Physics at Columbia Uni-
versity, a position which he occupied for two years.

When he came to Boston in 1909, as President of the Institute
at the age of thirty-nine, he had already obtained high distincticn
as a scholar in two distinct branches—law and mathematical physics,
having received from the University of Cambridge in 1904, the
degree of Doctor of Laws for his achievements in that field, and
from the same university in 1908, the much prized degree of Doctor
of Science for his work in mathematics and physics.

While his accomplishments as an administrator before coming
:0 Boston gave ample assurance of his ability as an executive officer,





the problems facing him as President of Technology were of far
greater difficulty than any he had previously overcome. He was
personally unknown to the Technology faculty, alumni and stu-
dents; he was a comparative stranger in the country and in Boston;
his training had been in pure rather than in applied science; he was
entering upon his duties at one of the most critical periods in the
history of the institution, a period when great material accomplish-
ments were required in order that the Institute might maintain its
prestige and continue its growth.

The impressive group of buildings of the New Technology in
Cambridge, finished in a little more than seven years after he as-
sumed office, furnishes striking evidence of his success in solving one
of the difficult problems which confronted him when he entered
upon his duties as President. The equally important task of raising
the great fund of $8,000,000 to maintain the Institute, with its un-
orecedented growth, in a period of war inflated prices forms merely
another indication of his power of achievement in material things.
[t was, however, not such tasks that interested him primarily, in
spite of his wonderful accomplishments, but rather the further
development of the intellectual side of the Institute, which he looked
upon as his next problem and which he felt himself especially fitted
0 undertake.

No man could have accomplished such noteworthy results in
the few years that were given to Mr. Maclaurin without possessing
unusual characteristics. His sincere character and his sound judg-
ment upon men and affairs inspired confidence in all who knew
him. These qualities coupled with his unassuming manner and
kindly humor won for him friends and admirers wherever he went
and enabled him to carry out with success policies which others
vould have found most difficult to accomplish.

In closing, the writer wishes to express the great personal loss
which he felt upon the death of one who, during an acquaintance-
ship extending over a period of eleven years, inspired in him a con-
tinually increasing sense of admiration and affection. He believes
that in this he is also expressing the feeling of all who were asso-
ciated with Mr. Maclaurin during his life in Boston. |

CuarrLes M. SPOFFORD.









HEADQUARTERS OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Room 37 RoGERs, MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Boston, Mass. )

NOVEMBER 27, 1908.
The Executive Committee of the Alumni Association is pleased

to inform the alumni that Dr. Richard C. Maclaurin’s appoint-
ment to the Presidency of the Institute by the Executive Committee
of the Corporation was confirmed by vote of the Corporation Mon-
day, November 23, 1908.

Dr. Maclaurin is to be the guest of the Association at its annual
banquet. The date, about the middle of January, will be announced
later.

The Executive Committee sends herewith a brief account issued
by the corporation of Dr. Maclaurin’s life, and, below, an inter-
view published in the Boston Sunday Herald, which, it believes, will
be of interest to the alumni.

WaLTer HUMPHREYS,
Secretary.

RICHARD C. MACLAURIN

Professor Richard C. Maclaurin, M.A., LL.D., D.Sc., now at the head
of the Physics Department of Columbia University and Professor of Math-
ematical Physics in that institution, was born in Edinburgh, Scotland,
in 1870. His early boyhood was spent in New Zealand, whence he returned,
however, to complete his preliminary education in the English schools.
In 1892 he entered the University of Cambridge, England, where he held
a foundation scholarship in St. John’s College. He took two degrees while
at Cambridge, Bachelor of Arts in 1895 and Master of Arts in 1896. In
his work for the latter degree, Mr. Maclaurin took the highest rank in the
most advanced mathematical examination, being bracketed with the Senior
Wrangler in the first division of the first class in Part Two of the Mathe-
matical Tripos. He also received the Smith Prize for the excellence of
his thesis in mathematics. Upon his graduation he was elected a Fellow
of St. John’s College.



During the years 1896 and 1897 he spent ten months in the United States
and Canada, devoting himself to study and to visiting educational insti-
tutions of all classes, spending much time at McGill, Toronto, and Leland
Stanford Universities.

Returning to England at the end of his American trip, he re-entered
Cambridge University, this time to study law, and was awarded the Mec-
Mahon Law Studentship, the most highly valued of its kind in the univer-
sity. He became a member, at this time, of the Honorable Society of
Lincoln’s Inn, London. During this period he spent six months, on a
leave of absence, in studying in Germany.

[n 1898 he was awarded the Yorke Prize by the University of Cambridge
for his thesis on “The Title to Realty,” a difficult and important topic
in British law. The thesis was published in English and French, and re-
ceived world-wide comment from the highest legal authorities. Of it the
Law Quarterly says, “It gives promise of a real school of legal history which
may flourish and bear fruit, notwithstanding the general apathy of the pro-
fession toward everything not of obvious utility in practice.” Professor
Maclaurin has, therefore, gained the two most coveted prizes of Cambridge
University, in two absolutely different and distinct branches of learning—
mathematics and law.

In 1898 he was appointed Professor of Mathematics in Wellington, where
the University of New Zealand is located, and soon afterward became a
trustee of the university. In this position he took an active part in the
organization of technological education in the colony. In 1903 he was
made Dean of the Faculty of Law in the University of New Zealand, which
office be held for four years.

In the fall of 1907 he was invited to take the chair of Mathematical
Physics in Columbia University in New York City, which had been previously
occupied by Dr. Robert S. Woodward, now President of the Carnegie In-
stitution of Washington. A year later he was placed in charge of the De-
partment of Physics at Columbia University.

In 1898 the degree of Doctor of Science was conferred upon Professor
Maclaurin by Cambridge University, in recognition of his researches in pure
science; and he was again honored, in 1904, by that university with the
degree of Doctor of Laws, for his achievements in the study of law.

Professor Maclaurin has written, in addition to his theses, a large num-
ber of scientific papers of a high order dealing with various mathematical
and physical topics. In a recent number of the Revue Scientifique he has
an article on “Higher Technical Education in the United States,” in which



the Massachusetts Institute of Technology is described as the typical
American technological institution. Among other things he says in this
article, “One may well question the wisdom of the policy common in Ameri-
can colleges and universities of separating, or attempting to separate,
‘culture’ from science and technology. The usual practice is to devote the
earliest part of a student’s life to so-called culture, and postpone his scientific
and technical training to a later stage. This artificial arrangement is
thoroughly irrational; for, if any separation be really required, it would
seem more reasonable first to train the young mind thoroughly in scientific
methods and leave the assimilation of real culture to a later period, when he
has a broader outlook and a better knowledge of men and affairs. This
is the educational principle underlying the training at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.”

In February, 1908, he published the first volume of a profound scientific
treatise on “Physical Optics.” Of this volume the Oxford Magazine says:
“The appearance of the first part of Professor Maclaurin’s treatise on
‘Physical Optics’ will be gladly welcomed by all who have followed his
valuable contributions to the recent literature on this subject. The origi-
nality of the treatment and the suggestive manner in which the results of
theory and experiments are compared at each stage of the inquiry will rec-
ommend the book to all students of Optics.”

A reviewer in the Glasgow Herald writes: “The book will recommend
itself to those skilled in higher mathematics. A good deal of the text em-
bodies the substance of papers contributed by the author to the Royal
Society. The volume contains much truly scientific analysis and shows
great care in preparation.”

It will be seen from these statements that Professor Maclaurin 1s familiar

with the educational system of England, Germany, France, Australia,
Canada, and the United States; that he has made a reputation for himself
not only in scientific research and teaching, but also in legal investigation;
and that he has had much experience as an educational administrator. He
is known by scientific men all over the world; and his associates in edu-
cational, scientific, and legal work in England, New Zealand, and New
York concur in testifying to his high qualities as a man, a scholar, and an
educator.

The following are some of the testimonials which have been written by
distinguished English scientists at the time Mr. Maclaurin went to the Uni-
versity of New Zealand. which have been secured bv the Executive Commuit-
tee of the Institute.



Lord Kelvin wrote: “Mr. Maclaurin is a young man from whom much
may be expected. He comes of an old family famous in the annals of the
intellectual history of Scotland. He has been trained in a school of thor-
oughness; and, with his businesslike power of seizing on the essentials of a
oroblem and his great energy and determination, he should make a success
&gt;f anything that he takes in hand.”

Sir George Stokes, former President of the Royal Society, says: “I have
seen attracted alike by the fine character and by the scientific ability of Mr.
Vlaclaurin. His interests are extraordinarily wide, and yet he has the
power of concentrating all of his energy—and it is great—on any problem
which he has on hand. He will make a success of anything he undertakes,
f enthusiasm and effort will avail.”

J. A. Larmor, Fellow and Secretary of the Royal Society, said: “I am
ible without hesitation to express my judgment that Mr. R. C. Maclaurin
s a skilful and profound mathematician, quite of the first rank.”

Rev. C. E. Graves, M.A., Fellow and Classical Lecturer at St. John’s
College, Cambridge, says: “Having known Mr. Maclaurin for some years,
[ may say that he 1s a man of high character and principle, of much origi-
nality and power; earnest, energetic, clear-headed, and sensible—a strong
man who can hold his own and see his way, and one who at the same time

vill be thoroughly genial and reasonable and easy to work with and under.”
Information of later date in regard to his work at New Zealand 1s con-

-ained in the following statements i—
Sir Robert Stout, Chief Justice of New Zealand and Chancellor of the

aniversity, says: ‘‘ Professor Maclaurin was a distinguished student in New
Zealand, and the distinctions he afterwards won in Cambridge prove him
to be a man of great intellectual ability. Moreover, he is no pedant, but a
man of broad sympathies, clear-headed, and sensible; a good speaker,
with a businesslike power of dealing with men. At the same time he 1s an
admirable teacher. I had two sons attending his classes at the university,
ind I can, therefore, speak of his teaching abilities. They are of very high
yrder.” |

Rev. W. A. Evans, M.A., Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
University of New Zealand, says: “Mr. Maclaurin’s appointment in this
1niversity was more than justified by results. He proved himself to be a true
reacher as well as a bright scholar. The influence he exercised over the
students was in every way admirable, and he made for himself a unique
position as a leader in the intellectual matters throughout the colony. To
have had such a man as he is on the staff of the university gave the institu-



tion an educational tone that will go far to insure its future success. Pro-

fessor Maclaurin is a man of extraordinary versatility, great enthusiasm, and
1s unsparing of his labors for widening the influence of the university.”

W. S. Aldis, ML.A., former Principal of the Durham College of Science,
says: “Of the large number of able and promising young men whom I
have taught, none of them has impressed me so powerfully as Mr. Maclaurin.
His mental gifts are extraordinary, and behind a quiet and unassuming
manner there lies great force of character and the power to carry him, and
any institution that he controls, to almost certain success.”

Donald Macallister, M.D., LL.D., President of the British Medical
Council and Principal of the University of Glasgow, says: ‘Professor
Maclaurin, by his academic work in more than one university and by his
original contributions to mathematical and physical science, has won for
himself an enviable name on both sides of the world. His personal quali-
ties are equally admirable; and they have made for him fast friends in each
of his fields of work. His powers, his attainments, and his energy justify
all who know him in promising for him a valuable and indeed a brilliant
career.”

[Special dispatch to the Sunday Herald.)

NEw York, November 14.—An institution with a greatly increased equip-
ment of buildings and appliances, in a new site as near to the heart of the
city as possible, with, perhaps, a dormitory system similar to that at Cam-
bridge or Oxford; an undergraduate school combining liberal and technical
education in a way to give the broadest development to the student’s
“humanfaculties, ”—such is the future Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

nology as seen by its new president, Dr. Richard C. Maclaurin. of Colum-
bia University.

Seated in his office in the Physics Building at Columbia, surrounded by
his books and papers, Professor Maclaurin emerged to-day from the mys-
teries and intricacies of hydrokinetics and differential equations to talk with
a Herald reporter about his plans for the Institute’s development. They
were large plans that he unrolled,—plans depending for their fulfilment upon
the solution of some difficult problems; but Professor Maclaurin has faith
in the loyalty of the people of Massachusetts and the great body of alumni
to aid him 1n carrying them out.

He has no radical changes of policy to suggest. He would, perhaps,
put a little more emphasis here, a little less there. But the Institute that
he sees and hopes for is a new Institute built on the foundations of the old.
an Institute broadened and expanded, with increased facilities, meeting new
problems as they arise, but preserving the traditions of the past, and striv-
ing along the same genera] lines for the same great ends.

The growth that he looks for he believes will be achieved by the pursuit



of “a courageous policy of trust in the future.” That seems to be the key-
note of his confidence—a belief in the loyalty of those whom the Institute
s intended to benefit. And he is confident. He has the faith that moves
things. As he talked with the reporter, a spirit of optimism seemed to
sparkle in his large blue eyes, to pervade his personality. It was easy to
see that he was enthusiastic over the prospect, that he saw in his appoint-
ment a great opportunity for service.

PROUD OF INSTITUTION

The immediate need of the Institute, he says in effect, is money. The
[nstitute has always felt that need. Dr. Pritchett felt it, and those who pre-
-eded him. But Dr. Maclaurin believes it will be forthcoming. That is
what he means when he speaks of ““a courageous policy of trust in the
future.” The Institute, he says, has “grown out of its clothes.” He does
not think the people of Massachusetts and the alumni will allow it to remain
in that condition. The growth he looks for is but a normal growth. All
he insists on is that the Institute shall not languish, that it shall keep advanc-
ng onward and upward as it has in the past.

“The people of Massachusetts,” he said, “certainly ought to be proud
»f the Institute. It is an institution of international reputation, an 1nstitu-
ion that has accomplished great things.”

As a scientist, he has his eyes upon it, and it is not surprising, In view
of the man’s remarkable advancement in his chosen career, that he 1s almost
as familiar with the history, the traditions, the needs and resources of the
[nstitute as those who have been working in it and with it.

“As far as plans for the future development of the Institute are con-
cerned,” he continued, “it is obvious that the main immediate need is a
aew site, new buildings, and generally increased facilities. The Institute
was begun in a small way, and has gradually developed into an extremely
important institution. The equipment which sufficed in the past 1s en-
rirely inadequate to-day. The Institute has, so to speak, outgrown its
~lothes.

NEED OF A NEW SITE

“If you look to the history of similar institutions in other countries, you
will find, I think, that in every case where an institution has outgrown its
-quipment, a change to a new site and new buildings has been a turning
point in its career. Such a change has often convertedacomparatively
&gt;bscure institution, or, at anv rate, an unknown institution, into an impor-
tant one.

“I have. specific instances in mind, but do not care to give them for
obvious reasons. Their experience, however, leads me to believe that it
is not easy to exaggerate the importance of a dignified and enitable site.
and, of course, proper buildings.”

“What do you think of the suggestion that the Institute be located some-
where in the country !”” Dr. Maclaurin was asked.

“The question of the selection of a site for the Institute,” he replied,



“is one that has engaged the attention of the authorities for some time.
[ don’t think any one who understands the situation would be in favor of
moving very far away. How far away the institution will have to go is a
matter which is really dependent upon the amount of support it is able to
secure. In other words, the exact site to which the Institute will be moved
will be determined, very largely, in my opinion, by the condition of its
finances.”

FOR DORMITORY SYSTEM

““ Personally, I should be sorry to think it had to go far, because there
are many advantages for an institute of technology in being, if not in, at
any rate near to a great city. 1 do not think those advantages would apply
equally to a university, but an institute of technology, to do its best work,
should be in or near the centre of things. I should regret very much if the
Institute were forced to move out into the country.”

“Do you think a dormitory system would add to the efficiency of the In-
stitute

“I think there is a great deal to be done in that direction. The social
side of the Institute is one of the sides Dr. Pritchett did a great deal to
improve. And it is an extremely important side of the institution’s activi-
ties. That, of course, would be one of the many advantages of a larger
site. It would make it possible to provide in a somewhat more reasonable
and satisfactory way for the accommodation of the students.

“If there were funds available, I should be in favor of some type of dor-
mitory system. There are many different dormitory systems, and all have
their good points. The system in vogue in the old English universities 1s
the ideal one, except—and that is a very important exception—that as
managed in England, it is expensive.

BELIEVES IN SOCIAL SIDE |

“In England the students live in colleges, as they are called. Each man
has a suite of rooms of fair size. Luxury is not encouraged at Oxford or
Cambridge, and the richest student there will not have a more elaborate
suite of rooms than the poorest. Of course, he can furnish his rooms as
he pleases, but in general luxury is looked down upon.

“There are very few institutions on the Continent that have anything
approaching the dormitory systems of the old English universities. In
practically all cases the students live where and how they can. And that
is the rule, too, in Great Britain outside of Oxford and Cambridge.

“The great advantage of the English system is that it enables men to have
a good deal of social life among themselves. It promotes friendship and
sociability. Men visit one another, and smoke and chat and work together.
[t promotes good fellowship, and good fellowship develops one of the most
important sides of a man’s nature. And I think the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology has always taken the broad ground that it must do more than
merely turn out skilled engineers. It must turn out high-minded men.



“I am thoroughly in accord with that idea, and if funds are available,
L shall hope to see a dormitory system of some kind in connection with the
[nstitute.”

Speaking of the difference between educational methods in the Institute
of Technology and those in foreign institutions of a similar character, Dr.
Maclaurin said —

FAVORS AMERICAN METHODS

“There is a great diversity in practice abroad. I have visited all the
technological institutions of any great prominence in Britain, France, Ger-
many, Switzerland, and Italy, and of course I have had special experience
in Australia and been a good deal in Canada and the United States. And
everywhere I have found a diversity in practice.

“Personally, I do not think it possible to transplant, at least it is not wise
‘0 attempt to transplant, an institution from one country to another. You
may, of course, get hints as to profitable changes, but it is a curious fact
that often what works admirably in one country seems not to work at all
admirably in another. |

“I think we must work out our own problems, and the American mind
s alert enough readily to adopt suggestions wherever they come from.”

“What is your ideal of a technological institute, Dr. Maclaurin ?”’
“That is a difficult question to answer briefly. The object of an insti-

ute of technology ought not to be to turn out merely professional men.
But there is nothing new in that idea, for that has been the policy of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the past.

CULTURE AND EFFICIENCY

“I believe thoroughly in the broad man. I think it is a wise thing from
every point of view to develop a man on broad lines, and I think the great
thing to be avoided in all technological institutions is too much attention
ro details.

“In my judgment, it is a mistake to attempt to teach a man everything
he may need to know. If we do that, we overcrowd him and disarrange
his schedule, so to speak. We give him no time to think, no time to develop.

“There is a great future for any institution of a technological kind which
has the courage to say that its ambition is not to turn out men who will be
‘mmediately useful as engineers, but rather men whose minds have been
rained, whose human faculties generally have been trained, so that they
will be alert and keen enough to take up with any new development which
nay present itself.

“I believe that the man who has a broad training is much more likely
ro succeed than the man who has a detailed professional training purely.
And I think one of the features of the Institute which should be emphasized
is that it always has taken a broad view of its ends. Its courses, for in-
stance, are not purely scientific. It does something to develop the literary
and even the artistic faculties of its students, and in my opinion this is
a feature that ought to be rather more strongly emphasized in the future
than it has been in the past.



QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY

“Then, the Institute has got two general courses open to it. One is to
attempt to make itself more popular, to have more students. The other
is not to strive for many students, but for students of high grade.

“Personally, my ambition would be along the line of that second course.
[ am not so anxious for more men as I am for an increase of men of the
dest type. I think that is what we must try for in the future—to make it
an institution noted for its thoroughness, for its sound, thorough work.”

“Would you make it a graduate school 7”
“I certainly don’t intend that. The fact that the Institute is an under-

rraduate school 1s really the main justification for its existence.
“It was the first important institution in this country, and almost any

country, to establish a regular undergraduate course for engineers. The
most the old universities did, if they did anything in engineering, was to
rack 1t on to the end of some other course. The Institute struck out on
1 new line, and 1s copied all over the world by this time.

“I should never dream of departing from that tradition. I would con-
rinue it as an undergraduate school. Not, of course, that I object to a grad-
nate school. The Institute will also have a graduate department, as it
has to-day, but that will not be its special feature.

THE UNDERGRADUATE FEATURE

“There is a special reason for emphasizing the undergraduate element
of the Institute’s work. Harvard is in the immediate neighborhood and
is beginning to develop a purely graduate school. Harvard has decided
to do nothing but graduate work. That leaves the Institute absolutely
ree and untrammelled to develop its undergraduate school. There is no
longer any danger of undue overlapping of the two institutions in the same
1eighborhood.”

“Do you agree with Professor Noyes that it is not wise to attempt to
separate ‘culture’ from science and technology, and to devote the earliest
years of the student’s life to academic training and leave his scientific and
rechnical training for a later stage!”

“Dr. Noyes believes in a broad training, but his point, as I understand
it, 1s this: that, if you are going to give a man a broad training, it might be
wiser to lay the foundations in science, and put off the things which are
supposed to give general culture, like literature and humanistic studies gen-
erally, to a later period, when the student has reached an age at which he
san better appreciate those questions which require for their appreciation
a better knowledge of men and affairs than a school-boy or a young man
an possibly have.
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AGREES WITH DR. NOYES

“In that I agree thoroughly with Dr. Noyes. I think it 1s a mistake, if
you are going to give a man a broad training, to leave his scientific and tech-
nical training for the last.”

“Would you put much emphasis on the study of English in the Institute ?”’
‘I think an engineer ought to be able to express himself well, but the

main point in the study of English is that it is a humanistic study,—a study
that develops a man’s human powers and sympathies. I think the study
of English is very important.”

“What about athletics, professor?”
“The question of athletics is a very different one in a technological insti-

rute from what it is in a general university. I believe thoroughly in ath-
letics for young men, with certain reservations.

“First, I believe that the young man must enter into athletics for the
sake of his health. That is absolutely essential for every man of normal
physique. In the second place, I believe he ought to enter into athletics
to develop certain moral qualities which are best developed bv taking part
in games properly conducted.

“That is as far as I go. I don’t approve of the extreme vogue of
athletics in certain institutions, when it goes so far that a man thinks and
dreams and talks of nothing but athletics.

“But there is no real danger of that in a technological institution. The
danger is really the other way,—that the men may become so absorbed in
cheir work that they neglect athletics and suffer in health and morals in
~onsequence.’’

HIS TRUST IN THE FUTURE

Dr. Maclaurin summed up his hopes in the new Institute of Technology
in these words :—

“The experience of most similar institutions in other parts of the world
s that a bold policy, a courageous policy of trust in the future is the wise
one. To advance rapidly. an institution must not be afraid of its own de-

velopment.
“The Institute of Technology has everything it could want in the shape

of great traditions, distinguished and enthusiastic professors and alumni.
[ haven't any doubt that Massachusetts will see to it that, with these great
assets, the Institute does not languish for lack of popular support.”

Dr. Maclaurin gives one the impression of the alert, active administrator
-ather than of the scholar who has carried off distinguished honors in the
sreat universities of the world, the student living amid his musty tomes.
He believes in the theory of the sound mind in the healthy body. both for
himself and for others.

Like a good Scot, he plays golf, and, like a good Englishman, he plays
tennis and other games dear to the English heart, though, as he says, he
plays all badly. And, like a good American,helikesthe game of baseball,
and also the game of football. with limitations.



GREAT CLASSICAL STUDENT

He is a great student of classical literature. ‘“My interest in literature,”
he said, “began when I was a very small boy, and has continued unabated.
My interests have been mainly, however, confined to English and French
literature, particularly English.

“I am not a great reader of fiction. I have read the classics in fiction,
like Scott and Dickens and Thackeray, but I read little modern literature.
My interests have been, as I have said, with classical writers, particularly
the English poets and the French essayists.”

Dr. Maclaurin has resigned as head of the Department of Mathematics
and Physics at Columbia, but has assured the authorities of that institution
that he will remain there until they have had a reasonable opportunity to
select his successor.

“I shall not go to Boston to take up my work there before May, at the
earliest,” he said, when questioned on this point, “but I shall go there occa-
sionally to confer with the Faculty and with the members of the Corporation.”

Dr. Maclaurin, in 1904, married the eldest daughter of William Young,
head of the firm of William Young &amp; Co., of Melbourne, Australia. He has
one son, William, eighteen months old.
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BOSTON MAN SKIS
ACROSS THE ANDES
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MacLaurin-First:Tourist;tc
Accomplish-Feat

‘SANTIAGO, Chile. Aug.’ 20 (AP)—
Ome. of . the: first. tourists—perhaps ‘the
first—ever to. cross the Andes on skils,
Wiliam Rupert, MacLaurin-ofBoston,
arrived here today by train from ILos
Andes, on his way io Valparaiso,tosail
for home- tomorrow, : i. LE
_ Speaking -before- a Juncheon of. the
American Society, MacLaurin told of a
thrilling*.,40-mile.trip-from"eastof
puente Del.’ Inca,» Argentine-Andean
resort, through. Uspallata pass, then up
and down neighboring peaks to the end
of thé snow line on -the. Chilean side,
where he boarded the train. =. °
"Where . he: was unable to. ski, he
‘ramped part of the way and.also used
» mule which" he got: from a band. of
gypsies. .« He told of tramping through
the famousmile-long tunnel in the pass
in: darkness. to,find the Chilean. side
~losed. Fortunately-the -care{aker un-
locked’ the: gates, terming him a. “locoAmericano”. (crazy: American). $e Sy,

He’ said he narrowly escaped death
when he skiied' down: one peak-in' the
middle of the might. wooly ls
William R."MacLaurin of Boston, first
Bostonian.tocross.the.Andes:on'sklis,
{sa graduateof‘Harvard,classiof.1929.
Born in. Wellington,” New" Zealand, in
1367, he prepared for college at Country
Cay school. At Harvard he was a mem-
ber ‘of freshman and university track

2

‘WILLIAMR.MacLAURIN

and cross-country squads, of the stud-
:nt ‘advisory committee "in 1927, and
aolder of a Harvard College scholarship
in 1928-29 and a Francis H. Fiske schol-
wship in 1929.- He was alsoamember
&gt;f the Speakers Club, the Phoenix S-X
 lub, and the Mountaineering Club. His
3oston address, as given in the Harvard
lass of 1929 book, is 12 Charles River
iquare.
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PUBLICATIONS

by Dr. Maclaurin.



Publications - R. C. Maclaurin

mducational and Industrial Efficiency,
Science, January 20, 1911

The Reform of Oxford,
North American Review, March 1911

= - +2

Paw pwd

The Outlook for Research PR N
The Pedagogical Seminary, March 1911=

Some Factors in the Institute's Success
Science, April 1911

Darwin at an American University Pon fier co i
Atlantic Monthly, June 1911

Science and Religion: the End of the Battle Co
Outlook, Sentember 9, 1911 |

The Sherman Act, a set
The Rollins Magazine, October 1911  ".--

Address to the American Chemical Society
Scienes, July 1, 1910, Vol.32, p.1l0,

Technology Review

July, 19211, page 40¢

Jan, 1911, page 72
July 1911, " 409

July 1911. " 409

July 1911, " 409

July 1911, " 4068

Jan, 1912, " 86

Jan. 1912, " g¢

Jan. 1911, " 72

The Main Faeterms of Success . fog Rope. Jan. 1911, page 72
Youth's Companion. ewe. 14/2 | rR

Science and Zducation, Sree een July 1910, " 341
The School Review, Yay 1910,Vol .XVIII,p.319

some lests of Academic Efficiency . .. July 1910, " 341
Popular Science Monthly, Yay 1910,Vol.77,p.487

Technical Rducation
Youth's Companion, June 1910

= Pow ~~... July 1910, " 341

"Title to Realty"

"Physical Onticsa"
"Light" Sor Bhar

gi 513Presidential Candidates and the Trust Prot tom Jan. 1913, page 76.
in America. _—

The Contemporary Review, November 197TT

Research as a Financial Asset, 10. 153.0 a
The Youth's Companion. oR
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The Sore Need of Aviation, Brces sip Juri TOT 1913, wareAero Club of America Bulletin, Aug. 1912.
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Address to the National Association of Cotton Manufacturers,
April 27th, 1910. printed by the Association,
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National Opportunity ~=1 a National Duty
vtone &amp; Wehster Journal
Aucust 1915
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the officers and members off the
chr : In Aiute * of Technolo )

Women, - Azocialion Aare srofoundly
grateful jor the Divine Dispensation which
enabled Dr-Maclavrin fo carry his work
/0 jar in The compardalively ort [erm
07 len years
A, he believed in The adequaile. educa:
flon off women Jor advanced scientific
and professional work.our peculiar loss
wv very soyeal vo Lh v a small pard
of The 3 ealer lass fo {he In iiuteInd fo The Nation - A a wie and ju
adviser - an inferesfed 7riend we. shall
miss him alway. -
We offer lo his sarily fo Ihe member

of The Corporation and To ovr fellow
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Cambridegs Massachusetts.

It is my sad duty to inform members of the Corporation

of the death of our President, Dr. Maclaurin.

The funeral service #ill bs held .in the Old South Church,

Copley Square, Sunday afternoon at three oiclock.
Members are asked te inform the :ushers that they are of

the Corporation that they may de taken to the assigned seats.

James P. Munroe,

Secretary.

January 16, 1920.
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Professor Maclavrin is now Professor of Mathematical Phy-

sics in Columbia University. He was born in 1£70 in Edinburgh,

Scotland. A few years of his boyheced were spent in New Zealand but

his preliminary education was, for the most part, in English schools.

He entered the University of Cambridge, Englond, in 1592, where after

receivine the decrees of B.A., in due course, he tock the desree of

 LA. in 10896, In Cambridee, he was a fcundation schclar of SU.

John's College. In 1896, he gained in the University the highest

possible position in the most advanced mathematical examination,boing

bracketed with the senior wrangler in the First Division of the First

Mlass in Part II of the Mathematical Tripes. He also recolved tae

great honor of the "Smith Prize" at Oombridge, his thesis boing pre-

ferred to that of the senior wrancler. After graduation, Professor

Waclaurin was elected a fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge.

In 1896 and 1697. he was in the United States and Canada

for about 10 months, spending his tims in studv and in visiting va-

rious educational institutions, from MeGill Lula ~a in Yentreal to

Stanford University in California. He also spent © mentas ab a

German University in 1897,

Meantime, he had begun the study of law at Canbridee Uni-

versity and in London, intending to enter that profession. He was

awarded the McMahon LawStudentship at Cambridge and joined thse Honore



able Society of Lincoln's Inn, London.

In 1898, the University of Cambridge ewarded to him the

Yorke prize for a thesis dealinz with the "Titls to Realty", a dif

ficult and important law topic. This thesis has been published and

has received world wide and favorable comment from the bast avthori-

ties in such matters. The Cambrides (Enzland) Review in cormend

ing this book called attention to the fact that “its author has disge

tinguished himself in a wav that is, we b~licve, unique in the modern

history of the University (Cambridme). Ho has gained two of the

most coveted University prizes, prizes that are awarded for original

research in his completely distinct branches of lsarning - law and

methematics",

In 1898 Professor Maclavrin was appointed Professor of

Mathematics at the University of New Zealand. He became a Trustee

ef the University and as such took an active part in ths organization

of technical education in the Colony. He was subsequently appointed

Dean of ths Faculty of Law in the New Zealand University, and while

holding that office accepted the Chair of Mathematics and Physics

at Columbia University as successor to Dr. Woodward nos of the Care

negie Institute. Ho was invited to Columbia on the strength of his

roputation as a scientist, which is internaticnal.

he degree of L.L.D. was conferred upon him by the Universe

sity of Cambridee, England, in 1904, in recogmition of hig achieve



ments in the study of law, and in 1898 the same University conferred

upon him the degree of Sc.D. in view of his work in pure sciencs.

Professor !Maclaurin has published a large number of sci-

entific memoirs of a high order in the Transactions and Proceedings

of the Cambridge Philosophical Society, the Royal Society of Londen,
tie Australiasian Society for the Advancement of Science and the

Philosophical Magazine. In February, 1908, there was published at

the Cambridge (England) University Press the first part of his very

slaborale Treatise on Light.

In addition to his intimate knowledge of the work and

metiicds of the universities of P»eland, Canada, the United States and

New Zealand, he has been in closes touch with the universities of

Australia.

Professor Maclaurin comes from a familv famous in the an-

nals of the intellectual history of Scotland. He is acquainted

with scientific men the world over. He has the distinction which

is perhaps unicue, of having attained a great reputation not only

in the field of science but also in that of legal investigation and

administration. His work as Dean of ths New Zealand Law School was

hichtvy satisfactorv.

His associates in educational, scientific and lezal work

both in Cambridee and in New Zealand concur in attributinz to him

marked ouvalifications as a man, a scholar and an educator.



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET

NEW YORK
TELEPHONE, 4600 VANDERBILT

CABLE. CYANDRIC

Unconfirmed minutes of e Joint Meeting of the U.S.National Committee

of the I.E.C. and of the Standards Committee of the A. TI. E. E., at

the A. I. E. EB. Rooms, 33 West 39th St., on Friday, January 16, 1920.

The President of the U. S. National Committee, Dr. C. O.
Mailloux, called the meeting to order at 2:35 P.M.

Present: Representing the U. S. National Committee - President
Mailloux, Vice-President Crocker, Secretary Kennelly, and Messrs.
Adams, Behrend, Burke, Chubb, Del Mar, Fisher, Hobart, Rushmore,
Sharp and Skinner.

Representing the Standerds Committee - Chairman
Robinson, Seccretary Cheney, and Messrs, Burke, Chase, Del Mer,
Farmer, Fisher, Hanker, Hobart, Kennelly, Morehouse, Osborne, Rhodes
end Skinner.

The minutes of the September 18, 1919, meeting were read and
approved. |

Report C.IN.46 of the I.E.C. was read by Secretary Kennelly
giving a preliminary report of the London plenary meeting.

President Mailloux announced that he had received a cable
stating that the meeting of the Advisory Committees had been set
for the week of March 27, in Brussels. It is expected that the
delegates from all the National Committees will meet in Brussels,
and exchange views on all active subjects, in order that the
iational Committees may come to the »lenary meeting, to be held in
the United States next Summer, prepared to take action on s&amp;s large
a quantity of work as possible.

A telegram was read from Professor D. C. Jackson, regretting
that he was unable to attend, owing to the sudden death of President
Maclaurin of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

After encomiums upon the achievements and personality of the
late Dr. Maclaurin had been voiced by Président Mailloux of the
I.E.C., Vice-President Crocker of Columbia University, and Secretary
Kennelly of Cambridge,

It was VOTED unanimously that the Secretary of the Committee
be requested to communicate to the Faculty of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, the sympathy and condolence of the joint
committee in the greet loss incurred by the death of the President,



joint Meeting
J.8.Jat'l Comm. I.E.C.
Standards Committee hod 1-16-20.

Dr. Richard C. Msclaurin, a loss which will be severely felt, not
only by the Faculty, students, alumni and friends of the Institute,
but also by the entire engineering world.

It was also VOTED that a copy of this minute be transmitted
to Dr. Maclaurin's family.

Brief reports were read and accepted from Messrs. Hobart,
surke and Chubb on the I.E.C. meetings of October, 1919, which they
had attended in London as U.S.National Committee delegates.

Professor Crocker expressed the gratification of the joint
~ommittee&amp;tthe honor conferred on the American Committee by the
selection of its President, Dr. Mailloux, to the Presidency of the
I.E.C.

By Mr. Robinson - Moved: That the reports of lessrs.
Hobart, Chubb, end Burke, and the preliminary
copy of the I.E.C. rules, be circulated to

the members of both committees.

Carried.

would
President Msilloux stated that greatly increased facilities
be required in order to cerry on the work now contemplated.

By Mr. Crocker - Moved: That a committee be appointed
by the Cheir to investigate and report rela-
tive to organizing and carrying on the I.E.C.
NOTrK.

Carried.

By Dr. Kennelly - Moved: That the Chair appoint
advisory committees corresponding to the
I.2.C. Advisory Committees described in
C.IN.46.,

Carried.

(NOTRE: See later action requesting the Standards
Committee to report relative to the subjects which
are to come up at Brussels)

By Dr. Kennelly - loved: That a committee be appointed
by the Chair to consider the question of an
slectrotechnical vocabulary in English,

Oarriaed.



Joint Meeting
Jg.s.Nat'l Comm, I.E.C.
Standards Committee 1-16 -20 »

It was unanimously VOTED thot a committee consisting of
Messrs. Burke, Chubb and Hobart, with the Secretary of the U. S.
National Committee, draw up a suitable report of the London October
Meeting of the I.E.C. for publication in the A.I.E.E. Journal,

It was VOTED to transmit to General Secretary le Maistre,
fifty copies of a H.E.L.A. document entitled "pransformer Standards-
r'ypes, Frequencies, Sizes, Voltage Ratings, Taps, Lead Markings,
Polarity".

There was some discussion ag to how best to progress the work
at present, and particularly to get ready for the Advisory
Yommittees meetings in Brussels. It was pointed out that if the
work is taken up by the advisory committees authorized by Dr.
Kennelly's motion, they would perhaps duplicate work of correspond -
ing sub-committees of the Standards Committee. The general opinion
vas that the Standards Committees should continue, as in the past,
to be the working body so far as American interests are concerned.

By Mr. Hobart - Moved: That the U,S.National Committee
of the I.E.C. request the Standards Committee
to take up all technical matters within the
province of the eight advisory committees as
embodied in the reports of the delegates, deal
with the same, and report its recommendations
nt the earliest possible date to the U.S.
National Committee.

Carried.

The meeting adiourned at 5:35 P.M.

A. ©. XENNELLY,
Secretary, co

U.S.Netional Committee of the I.E.C.

EDWARD J. CHENEY,
Secretery,

Standards Committee.

(2.2.20)



A AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET, NEW YORK

U. S. NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

C. 0. MAILLOUX, President A. E. KENNELLY, Secretary
20 Nassau Street, New York Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

C. A. ADAMS, Cambridge, Mass. H. W. FISHER, Perth Amboy, N. J. D. B. RUSHMORE, Schenectady, N. Y.
B. A. BEHREND, Boston, Mass. H. M. HOBART, Schenectady, N. Y. CHAS. F. SCOTT, New Haven, Conn.
JAMES BURKE, Erie, Pa. D. C. JACKSON, Boston, Mass. CLAYTON H. SHARP, New York, N.Y.
JOHN J. CARTY, New York, N. VY. B. G. LAMME, Pittsburgh, Pa. C. E. SKINNER, Pittsburgh, Pa.
L. W. CHUBB, Pittsburgh, Pa. WwW. S. MOODY, Pittsfield, Mass. S. W. STRATTON, Washington,-D.C.
W. A. DEL MAR, New York, N. Y. CHARLES ROBBINS, Pittsburgh, Pa. ELIHU THOMSON, Swampscott, Mass.
GANO DUNN, New York, N. Y E. B. ROSA, Washington, D. C. R. B. WILLIAMSON, Milwaukee, Wis.

(Central Office of International Electrotechnical Commission, London, England; General Secretary, C. le Maistre, 28 Victoria St., S. W.)

ff. B. CROCKER, Vice-President

Sxbract from lLiinutes of a Joint l.eeting of the U. S. llational
Committee of the International Llectrotechnical Commiligsion

and of the standards Committee of the American Institute
of Zlectrical IZungineers at the Ingineering Building,
39th Street, llew York City, Friday, January loth.

i telegram was read from Prof. D. C. Jaciison, regret-
ting that he was unable to. attend the meeting, owing to the
sudden death of Fresident i.aclaurin of the i.assachusetts Insti-
tute of ‘‘ecnnology.

Lfter encomiums upon the achievements and personality
of the late Dr. Laclaurin had been voiced by rresident llailloux
of the I. B®. C., Vice fresident Crocker of Columbia University
and pecretary lennelly of Cambridge.

It was voted unanimously that the Secretary of the |
committee be requested to communicate to the FacultyofthelLassa-
chusetts Institute of “echnology, the symvathy and condolence of
the joint committee in the great loss incurred by the death of
the President, Dr. richard C. iaclaurin, a loss which will be
severely felt, not only by the Faculty, students, alumni and
friends of the Institute, but also by the entire engineering
orld.

It was also voted that a copy of this minute be trans-
mitted to Lr. :.aclaurin's family.
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OD. M. LINNARD
MANAGER

C.E.W.MOORE
FESIDENT MANAGER

January 30th, 1820,

Mr. James P.lMonroe, Secc.,
Mass, Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear lr. Monroe! =

I an spending the Winter in California, and there-
fore cannot be present at any of the meetings of the Corpor-
sation for some little time.

I wish to join with the members of the Board
in any action that may be taken in respect to the memory of
Dr. Maclaurin, whose record and work for the Institute was
marvellously good, and whose loss to the Institute I am
afraid is almost irreparable, His death at the moment of his
great success was sad, and deplorable beyond words,

Yours very truly.

EWR/AD.



VICTORIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,

WELLINGTON, N.Z.
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13th february, 1920.

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Professorial Board of this College to

convey to you the following resolution, which was passed at the meet-

ing of the Board on 10th February, 1920:-

"The Professorial Board of Victoria University College

learns with the deepest regret of the death of Richard C. Maclaurin,

President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and sometime

Professor of Mathematics at Victoria College, Wellington. By his
wide scientific reputation and his great ability he gontevrsd distinct-

ion on the College from its inauguration, and the College realizes that

in him it has lost a valued friend."

i Am,

Yours faithfully,

Regis. oer





INDIANA ASSOCIATION

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

Wilson B.Parker,
President.

Frank C.Balke
Secretary.

Prof. Hs W. Tyler, Secretary,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Professor Tyler:-

I have the honor to trans-
mit herewith a copy of the resolutions adopted
at the last meeting by the Indiana Association
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
upon the death of Dr. lMaclaurin.

Sincerely,
J ~~
Zo,

1)
'_

Secretary,
~ West Market Street.-

Indianapolis, Indiana,
March Second,
Nineteen Hundred Twenty.
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Whereas, in the death of Richard C.
Maclaurin the world has lost a scientist of
notable repute, the nation and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts a distinguished and invaluable
citizen, and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology a leader who now stands enshrined with
Rogers and Walker in the affectionate memories of
Technology's sons and daughters, and

Whereas, the eminently successful
presidency of Dr. Maclaurin has been conspicu-
ous for his cordial relations with the corpora-
tion and his affectionate co-operation with the
faculty of the Institute, it is with a special
sense of loss that Technology's alumni have
learned of the death of him who was the chief
instrument in recent years in binding them to
their Alma Mater with close and lasting bonds:
therefore be it

Resolved, by the Indians Alumni As-
sociation of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology that coincident with our sense of
loss is a feeling of gratitude that Technology's
leader was at least spared to see the successful
sulmination of his last great effort in firmly
securing for the Institute a future worthy of
its past, and that the new Technology on the
Jharles, the realization of his dreams, becomes
by the crowning achievement of his life a monu-
nent to his memory. And be it further

Resolved, that the Indians Alumni As-
sociation of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, through its officers, express to the he-
reaved family, to the faculty and to the corpo-
ration of the liassachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology our deep sense of loss and sorrow, and
that a copy of these resolutions be presented to
said family, faculty and corporation,

 2 or the Associaton
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Regoluticno of the Fuoculty ef the

lagasaonusetts Institute of Teochimslory upon the

death of President laclaovrin.
ASTTRSOB

For the third time In the history of the laosachusetts Inatitute

of Technology, ito Facultyiacalledupon to mourn the loan of a President

suddenly ramoved by death, Richard Cockburn Maclavrin, like his distin-

ruished predecessors Willian Barton Rogers and Francls Amnsa Walker, has

died in tho very rmidot of self sacrificing labors on behalf of tho Insti

tuto.

Born in Sotland of distinguished ancestry; educated in Vow Joa

land and in England; distinguishad as an investigator, and expert in

athematiocal Physlos and in the Law; acquainted by extensive travel with

many and widely seperated parts of the habitable globe; President Lacs
laurin was o mon of extraordinary breadth, scadenic orperience and 4is-

tinction, ano well oo ao rare combination of a man of culture, a man of

aclence and a man of tho world.

Dr. Meclaurin had no sooner accapted the Presidency of the Instle

tute than he made ao thorough study of its history and saturated himenolf

with ita apirit and traditions. He recognized immediately its peculiar
place and mingion in the 161d of education, und gave himself unreserved

ly to ito upbullding and development. He found it endowed with o repu-

tation for labor and achievelent, ond with an able nnd enthusiaotic kody

cf teachers, students and alurnd, but incdequately housed and imperfect-

ly equipped. He quickly percelved ito ivnortonce and its posclbilities

Qi increasing uzefulnesas in a egientifio ond industrizl age, and to ito

propar raintenance and development he stralightway devoted oll his powers

of riind and body.



By his close attention to the history of the Institute, by his

courage in the face of obstacles, and especially by his unremitting la~

bors on its behalf, Dr. Maclsurin soon made himself virtually an Insti-

tute man. His loyalty to the Institute and to its spirit was complete.

His efforts on its behalf, covering ten trying years, his absorption in

its welfare, hig absolute sacrifice of himself to its service, culminating

in his death in the very hour of his triumph,- all these taken together

constitute the highest tribute which could possibly be paid by any offi-

cer to any institution.

President Maclaurin had already made for himself an international

reputation as &amp; leader in modern education. His advice was sought by

academic authorities from Europe to Australasia, and he looked forward

with eager anticipation to a far greater development of the Institute in

aducational leadership and to its far larger service to mankind. Recog-

nizing the high place of soience in modern life and education, the poten-

tial fruitfulness of a close partnership between science and industry,

and the importance of the applications of scientific knowledge to the

sonduct of human life, he was fully persuaded of the validity of the

Institute's method of training, and of its 1deals of breadth and thorough=-

ness as a means of attaining these ends.

Begoming a citizen of the United States by choice rather than by

sncoident of birth, Dr. lMaclaurin threw himself wholeheartedly into the

great struggle of the war. He gladly turned over toc the service of the

Nation all the various resources of the Institute in its new buildings

and location, and he had the reward of seeing that service hailed every-

where as unsurpassed. When the call came to him to go to Washington, he

responded without hesitation, and freely gave of his energy and of his

wisdom to a difficult undertaking.



Te tender to Mrs. lMaclaurin and to his children our heartfelt

sympathy, and we are proud to feel that we were permitted tc share with

them his extraordinary power of affectionate devoticn.
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-2¢2 March 20, 1920.
£

Miss M. R. Miller, Sec. to the Pres.,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Dear Miss Miller:

[ am returning, herewith, the report of the Corporation
meetings of January 30th and March 10. The matters referred
to in the note of the first meeting are taken care of in the
second, except that in the last paragraph, please add the Tech-
Row EY Club of New York. I read the resclutions of that Clubat” January meeting, but it was understood that they should be

A
sntered as of the March meeting.

It is understood, I presume, that these various reso-
lutions are not to be spread upon the records, but are to be
filed with the records of the Corporation. You can get a copy
of the New York resolutions, if you havn't one, from Professor
Rogers.

= yours,

JPM/L
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Resolutions by the Corporation





MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
RESOLUTIONS BY THE CORPORATION

ON THE DEATH OF |
PRESIDENT RICHARD C. MACLAURIN





RESOLUTIONS BY THE CORPORATION

RESOLVED thatthe following be spread upon the records
of the Corporation as an expression of the profound sorrow
and sense of loss caused by the death of our beloved president,
Richard Cockburn Maclaurin, and a tribute to his memory,
and that a copy of the same be sent to his family.

RicHARD CockBURN MACLAURIN, since 190g President
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, died after a
brief illness, on the fifteenth day of January, 1920. By
his death not only does the Institute lose a leader of the
highest quality whose achievements in the past only fore-
shadowed those that were to come, had his life been spared,
but our country and the world is deprived of a great citizen
whose loss is deeply to be deplored. Moreover, all those
with whom he had come in contact, whether in social rela-
tions, as an educator and administrator, as a public servant
or as the head of a great institution of learning about whom
centered the loyal devotion of a host of graduates, students
and fellow workers, had for him not only respect and admira-
tion but warm feelings of regard and affection such as few
men have the quality to excite. To his friends and to those
who knew him, his death is a personal distress and his loss
one for which there is no compensation.

He was born in Scotland in 1870 of a family of refine-
ment, many members of which had been distinguished in
scholarship and science. He was fortunate in that he grew
up in New Zealand, where he had the benefit of an environ-
ment entirely different from that of our older civilization.
This resulted in a broadening of his views and an enlarge-
ment of his ideas, which were distinctly helpful to him in
his later work.

Entering the University of Cambridge, England, he
there received the Degree of Master of Arts in 1897, with
marked distinction in mathematics. He then turned his



attention to the study of law and, in 1898, was Yorke
prizeman in law at that University.

Returning to New Zealand with this unusual and
admirable equipment as a scholar, especially in mathe-
matics, physics and law, he remained in that colony until
1905, serving for seven years as Professor of Mathematics
in the University of New Zealand and for two years as
Dean of the Faculty of Law in that University.

In 1907 he became Professor of Mathematics and
PhysicsinColumbiaUniversity, New York, and in 1909
was elected President of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Meantime, he had written and published books and
articles of a high order of merit on both scientific and legal
subjects. His elaborate works on the theory of light placed
him in the front rank of physicists.

He had travelled much and had been in particular a
student of education and educational methods in different
parts of the world.

When, therefore, he became President of the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, he had acquired from
study and personal contact unusual knowledge of many
different phases of our civilization and particularly of
educational systems and had a broad foundation of scholar-
ship, comprehensive in the important fields of law and
physics and extensive in all branches of human effort.

He became President of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology at a critical time in its history. While the
[nstitute had rendered great and constantly increasing
service to education and to scientific development and the
application of science to the arts, the time had come when
it had largely outgrown its facilities and required re-estab-
lishment on a new basis. Not only was the material problem
of a new and enlarged plant in a new location of vital impor-
tance, but the necessity that the standards of the Institute
should be maintained in harmony with the demands of
constantly changing and expanding industrial conditions,
with which the Institute must surely keep pace, required
renewed study and analysis of educational methods and
conditions. Thorough consideration of the entire educa-



tional program, not limited to the apparent exigencies of
the moment but involving a sound forecast of the necessities
of future development, was essential if the ideals of the
Institute were to be realized.

An incidental question of great importance which had
to be faced and settled was that of the relations with Har-
vard University which had been a subject of consideration
for many years.

To these problems and to many others of a more detailed
character which were involved in the general consideration
of the future of the Institute, the new President devoted
his thought and energy from the very beginning and without
cessation until the end of his life. The magnitude as well
as the difficulty of these problems appear more clearly, now
that we look back upon them, than they did in 1909. They
were not only physical, financial, educational and adminis-
trative but distinctly social, in that the new conditions
that were to be brought about must surely be such as to
harmonize with the demands of society and the need of the
times. The different phases could not be dealt with separ-
ately but every effort and every achievement in one direc-
tion required corresponding effort and achievement in
others, that the harmony and unity of the organization as
a whole might be maintained.

The large success of the Institute in developing from
its condition in 1909 to that of the present day is generally
recognized. There can be no question that the credit for
this success is due to a marked degree to President Mac-
laurin, his character, capacity and personality. While he
has had the loyal support of those associated with him in
the management of the Institute and of its alumni, that
support would never have been consolidated for effective
and enthusiastic effort if it had not been organized and
directed by him and if he had not had the rare qualities
required to stimulate enthusiasm and to concentrate in
persistent, harmonious work the efforts of all those who
were called upon to co-operate with him. Back of all was
the necessary element of far-sighted leadership which should
plan and develop in general and in detail and determine
the direction in which work should be done. Such leader-



ship required for success a capacity and quality seldom
found. It was because the leadership was equal to the
emergency, and the plans adequate, that the friends of the
Institute became inspired with that zeal and confidence
which placed them solidly behind the work.

Those who have been in a position to follow the develop-
ment of the Institute since 1909, and all others who will
take the trouble to study the subject as a matter of history,
will agree that for the purposes of this great undertaking
no one could have exhibited greater qualities of power and
leadership than President Maclaurin. With clear intelli-
gence he analyzed all phases of the problem. His energy
and capacity in dealing with the complications of the situa-
tion were without limit. He faced the financial difficulties
with the utmost courage and confidence, but never per-
mitted them to divert his attention from the educational
and administrative work so as to allow the latter to deterio-
rate. When the new plant was assured, he gave wise and
adequate attention to the very difficult problem of trans-
ferring the work to the new quarters without impairing its
quality. As a great leader he was behind all the details of
the organization involved in establishing the Institute in its
new environment, utilizing to the utmost the help and co-op-
eration that was so freely and loyally at his disposal, giving
full credit to every one, but himself contributing the vital
and essential elements of direction, coherence and stability.

Outside the great achievement of financing and estab-
lishing the new plant without even temporary disintegra-
tion of the quality of work of the Institute, certain special
difficulties came into the situation which were calculated
to try the soul of a leader. The first was the Great War,
which, 1f the affairs of the Institute had not been handled
by a master mind, might have led to a most serious impair-
ment of its efliciency. Here President Maclaurin showed
to a marked degree his extraordinary intelligence and
power to keep in order a situation that tended toward
chaos. He carried the Institute.through the war period
with its efficiency unimpaired and with even an increase
in its capacity for service. Nor should it be forgotten that
during the war, he added to the burdens of his work admir-



able and effective service for the Government in fields
outside the affairs of the Institute. As Director of College
Training for the War Department, he played a conspicuous
part in organizing the colleges of the land so that in the
face of most trying conditions, their work was practically
uninterrupted, while at the same time they performed valu-
able service in training their students for the exigencies of
the war period.

A second episode, that was to him most disheartening
and which only his rare qualities of mind and character
enabled him to meet without flinching, was the ultimate
failure of the effort to establish sound educational relations
with Harvard University. Firmly convinced that the inter-
ests of the Institute and of education generally required
that there should be close co-operation with Harvard
University in the teaching of applied science President
Maclaurin worked zealously to that end for years, again
showing throughout the negotiations, which were conducted
in the most admirable spirit on both sides, his power of
dealing with great questions and his capacity as a leader in
thought and action. When the relations between the two
institutions were established on what seemed to be a sound
and permanent basis, he felt that an important part of his
work had been accomplished. He believed that the joint
effort of Harvard and the Institute would surely result in
the greatest engineering school in the world and in a gain
to education and to the prosperity of our country which
could not be measured. Because of the views of the Court
as to the true construction of Gordon McKay’s will, all
this work and effort failed, necessitating an entire read-
justment of the program for the development of the. Insti-
tute. It is largely to the credit of President Maclaurin that
this reversal of its policy, forced upon it by conditions which
it could not control, did not involve even temporary embar-
rassment of a serious character to the Institute.

Although bitterly disappointed and forced to approach
the general problem of the development of the Institute
from an entirely different point of view, President Mac-
laurin did not for one monent lose his confidence or his
courage. The seriousness of the situation, of which he was



fully conscious, particularly when the strain upon the
resources of the Institute arising from the conditions excited
by the war and the fact that payments from the State would
soon cease were taken into account, only served to inspire
him to further strenuous effort..

With the most indefatigable energy, he assumed the
leadership of a new campaign to establish the Institute’s
finances upon a firm footing, again showing, to a superla-
tive degree, all his qualities as a great leader, —sagacity,
power of conception and of administration, energy and a
capacity for inspiring others. Again his work was crowned
with success and on the very day on which he was stricken
down by the illness which proved fatal, there was held the
meeting of the alumni which was to note this new triumph
of the Institute and of its President.

All through the record stand out conspicuously the
great qualities of the man which have resulted in such great
achievement. The obligations of the Institute to its many
friends and in particular to the giver so long unknown,
who has made such worthy use of the reward that came to
him for his foresight and ability in giving to the world a
great industry which operates only to the advantage of
men, can never be expressed in words. They can only be
felt. But this giver and the others who have co-operated
with him will be the first to recognize that, except for the
personality of the President of the Institute and their con-
fidence that under his guidance its future as a great power
for good in this country and in the world would be assured,
they would not have felt so strongly that it was the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology which should have the
immediate advantage of their liberality and good intent.

In no department of his work for the Institute has
President Maclaurin failed to show the same high qualities
of power and leadership. He deserved and retained the
confidence of the governing bodies, of the faculty, of the
students and of the alumni because of the loyalty, the
entire absence of self-consciousness, the imaginative power
and the intelligence, capacity and energy with which he
approached his work. He had the full confidence of the
public, for it was convinced, as soon as it knew the man,



that he had the qualities of a good citizen and a great leader
practically uncontaminated by any of the ordinary weak-
nesses of humanity.

His friends and those who had the good fortune to
know him were attracted to him from the start by his fine
character and by the richness of his personality, and found
their respect and regard for him continually increasing as
they knew him better. While his thought was always on
his work and he was almost submerged by the intensity of
his self-sacrificing and unsparing effort, he was always able,
even at a time of serious exigency, to meet those with whom
he came in contact with a friendly and personal charm,
brightened by a sense of humor which he never seemed to
lose even in his most serious moments. Every memory of
him is pleasant and it is only from this pleasant memory
that we who knew him can get even slight consolation for
our great loss. |

He was an admirable citizen. His standards of Ameri-
can ideals were of the highest. Many times he has served
the public in large ways and small, often at great sacrifice
and the expense of personal inconvenience. If his life had
been spared, he would have continued to serve the com-
munity to the limit of his power, for he recognized to the
full the obligations of citizenship. |

When President Maclaurin came to Boston, he brought
with him his wife who was born at the other end of the world.
Her support in all the trying years of her husband’s work
as President of the Institute has been unfailing and most
sympathetic. She has in many ways demonstrated the depth
of her friendship for the Institute and her sincere devotion
to its interests. To her and to his children we tender our
hearty sympathy. It may comfort them to know that all
the innumerable friends of President Maclaurin, many of
them not even known to him, feel his loss as a personal and
bitter calamity and only hope that their deep sympathy
may to some slight extent alleviate the grief of his family.
That-common grief can be tempered only by the recognition,
which is universal, that he lived a great life and leaves
behind him a memory which of itself makes this a better




