


REPORT TO THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PLANNERS 
ON THE FILM "THE CITY" 

January 26, 1940 
by 

Clarence S. Stein 
President of the Board of Civic Films, Inc. 
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idea thafV^Y*5 fina?c®d ̂  the Carnegie Corporation primarily with the 
idea that it would be presented first at the New York World's Fair It wn. 

theTeaS " the S°lenCe *nd Nation eSiding Ting 
- gxeater part of the summer. According to our understanding with the Fair 

rrangements for exhibiting it elsewhere were postponed until the end of the ' 

mercial tllZl'tf ̂  ̂ piCtUre " be distributed toIhe Lm-
~ i ^heatre-be being sent out to civic, educational, and technical 

organizations. The reason for this was twofold. In the first place it was 

theai V+f V+ug6r nUmber °f PGOple would be reach^d through the regular 
theaties and that the commercial value and attendance would suffer if the non 
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imitd financial return on the commercial distribution of "The City". ' 

ri r V f 1 theatres. These had the advantage of selective audiences TX&sz&sr*—-̂ ssr 
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in vari.I^e,'Tlarjty °f th® filai is evidenced by the favorable oress notices 

ri°US Cltl6S Where lb has been exhibited, as well as by the many inquiries 
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we have received asking for its use for schools, civic organizations, and tech
nical societies. 

We have this week made arrangements for its non-commercia.1 distribu
tion. This will be taken care of by the Museum of Modern Art Film Library, 
11 West 53rd Street, New York City, to which all correspondence should be 
addressed. The charge for the use of the film will be no more than enough to 
cover expenses inasmuch as the Museum of Modern Art Film Library is a subsi
dized organization. Civic Films, Inc. will receive no proceeds from this 
educational work excepting when a print is rented for a long period. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLARENCE S. STEIN 


