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TELEGRAMS. 'YARRA ESTRAND, LONDON. OFFICE OF THE

TELEPHONE: CITY 8656 (4 LINES.)

__N.t4 OP AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA,
(AUSTRALIA),

ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO BE ADDRESSED TO fl/A VIOTORIA HOUSE,
THE AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA.

MELBOURNE PLACE, STRAND,

.N ....... LONDON9 W.O. 2.

lst August, 1928.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the.Agent-General for Victoria

to acknowledge the receipt of your application for

appointment to the Chair of Mathematics at the University

of Melbourne, and to inform you that same will be duly

laid before the Advisory Committee for consideration. A

testimonial in your favour from Professor William S. Franklin

has been received and has been duly attached thereto.

I am to enclose a copy of the printed Conditions

of Appointment which have just come to hand from Melbourne

and should you desire to supplement your application in any

way same will also be submitted to the Advisory Committee with

your application should it be received here by the closing date

namely 3rd September, 1928.

Yours faithfully,

ecreta .
Professor Norbert Wiener,

Assistant Professor of Mathematics,
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge, Massachusetts, U.S.A.



le ?htdnittrsity of Steourne.

Conditions of Appointment to the CHAIR of MATHEMATICS PURE and MIXED

(rendered vacant by the resignation of Professor J. H. Michell, F.R.S.), and informa-

tion with regard to the work.

DUTIES.
The Professor will be required:

1. To devote the whole of his time to the work of his Department, including research.

2. To give instruction, conduct examinations, and exercise supervision over the work of the students, both
undergraduate and graduate, in or in relation to such subjects as are from time to time set forth in the
University Statutes and Regulations and are from time to time determined by the Council to be connected
with the Chair of Mathematics Pure and Mixed. The extent to which such instruction shall be given or such
examinations conducted or such supervision exercised may from time to time be finally and conclusively
determined by the Council.

TENURE.
1. The Professor shall hold his office subject to the University Acts and the Statutes and Regulations of

the University. The following sections of Statute V. "The Professors" are extracted for the information
of candidates:-

3. The Professors shall not sit in Parliament nor be-
come members of any political association neither shall
they in any case give private instruction nor without
the sanction of the Council deliver for fee or reward
Lectures to persons not being Students of the University.

4. The Professors shall not receive any persons
whether Students or not as boarders in their houses.

5. The Council may grant leave of absence to any
Professor and may appoint a substitute or substitutes
who shall be paid out of the salary of such Professor.

7. Except as otherwise provided in the case of any
chair each Professor rhall hold his office for life or until-
his resignation or removal or dismissal by the Council
as hereinafter provided on the ground that he has
become permanently incapacitated by age or infirmity
or has become inefficient from causes other than age
or infirmity or has misconducted himself.

9. The Council may in its discretion consider and
determine whether any Professor has become perma-
nently incapacitated by age or infirmity for performing
the duties of his office provided that no decision affirm-
ing such permanent incapacity shall be valid unless
carried by the vote of an absolute majority of the
Council but if so carried it shall be final. Any Professor
thus declared to be permanently incapacitated shall be
removed from his office by the Council.

10. The Council may in its discretion consider whether
there is reason for inquiry concerning the conduct or
efficiency of any Professor and may appoint a time at
which to hold such inquiry and may for the purpose of
such inquiry call upon the Professorial Board or any
officer of the University to investigate and report
upon the conduct or efficiency of such Professor and

Should the Professor desire to resign his office, he
notice to terminate on 31st December.

may call any member officer or servant of the University
or other witness to give evidence before it provided that due
notice of the nature of the inquiry and of the time appointed
be given to the Professor concerned and that he be afforded
opportunity of attending and of producing such statements
and such evidence on his own behalf as may be relevant.
After such inquiry the Council if it holds that any misconduct
or inefficiency from causes other than age or infirmity has
been proved against the Professor may censure suspend or
dismiss such Professor provided that no such sentence of
censure suspension or dismissal shall be valid unless carried
by the vote of an absolute majority of the Council but if so
carried it shall be final.

11. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any-
Statute or Regulation the Council shall have power to deter-
mine by an absolute majority a Professor's occupation of
office without cause shown after he shall have attained the
age of 60 years.

12. A Professor shall not without the permission of the
Council engage in the practice of any profession nor in the
conduct of any trade or business.

13. In case any Professor be temporarily incapacitated
by sickness or other cause from performing the duties of his
office to the satisfaction of the Council, the Council may
appoint a substitute who shall receive at the discretion of the
Council a sum not exceeding half the salary of the
Professor so incapacitated during the time of such incapacity
and this sum may be deducted from the salary of such
Professor.

14. If in any case the Council appoint a substitute for any
Professor with the rank of Acting-Professor such Acting-
Professor shall during his term of office take the place of
such Professor on the Professorial Board and on any
Faculty or Faculties.

shall give six months' notice of his intention, such

EMOLUMENTS.
1. The salary of the Professor will be 1100 per annum payable monthly.
2. The University will also provide 100 per annum to be utilised in part as a contribution to a

Provident Fund established for the benefit of the staff and in part for the premium for an endowment
assurance on the Professor's life as provided for in Clause 4.

3. In the event of the Council's providing the Professor with a residence in the University Grounds, the
sum of 100 per annum will, in consideration therefor, be deducted from the salary of 1100.

4. Immediately after the Professor takes up duty the Council will, in the name of the University,
purchase an endowment assurance on his life, the policy to be payable at the age of sixty, or at his death
should that event occur previously, and the amount of the annual premium paid for such assurance will be
the difference between the contribution to the Provident Fund and 100.

'5. Should the Professor die in office, the policy moneys and all profits thereon will be paid over to his
legal representatives.

6. Should the Professor resign his office before attaining the age of sixty, the policy may at the discretion
of the Council be transferred to the Professor, or otherwise dealt with as the Council deems fit. If transferred
to the Professor the University will not be responsible for the payment of further premiums.

[OVER

I



7. Should the Council terminate the Professor's tenure of office after the age of sixty, or should the-
Professor resign at that age, the policy moneys and all profits thereon will be paid to the Professor.

8. Should the Professor continue in office after attaining the age of sixty the Council will invest the policy
moneys and all profits theron in such manner as it deems fit, after consultation with the Professor, but no
moneys will be paid to the Professor out of such investment while he remains in office.

9. All the interest of the Professor in-the said policy and its proceeds is conditional on his not becoming
bankrupt or insolvent, or assigning or encumbering or attempting to assign or encumber the same or any part
thereof, or doing or suffering anyging whereby the proceedsper any part thereof shall become payable to any
other person or corporation. $i4q-d he attempt to assign or encumber, or become bankrupt or insolvent, or
should he be dismissed from der any power conferred on the Council or on the University, the policy
moneys and all profits thereo a be dealt with as the Council deems fit.

10. In the event of the Council's providing a house in the University Grounds, the Professor will be
required to sign-a form of lease, which provides that, the house being handed over to the Professor in good
order and repair, the Professor shall be responsible for All internal repairs, the University for external painting
and repairs. and for such other repairs as affect the stability of the structure.

11. A Provident Fund has been establisthe] fp ail wholetime-officrs. To flis rtfe Thiiverty has con-
tributed t20,000 at its initiation, and will pay each year 2 per cent, of the total paid in salaries. Each officer
is required to join this Fund and to contribute a percentage of hifsalary annually. The percentage for a man
of twenty five is 5-3 per cent., and for thirty-five it is 7-9 per cent. The benefits are substantial, and a copy
of the Agreement will be furnished to the successful caydidate. Copies may be inspected at the University or
at the office of the Agent-General.

INFORMATION.
1. At present the Academic Year begins about the first week in March and ends before Christmas. It

is divided into four terms, of which the first three are lecturing terms and the fourth an examination term.
There are approximately 30 weeks of lectures with a minimum of 26 weeks. The Final (Honour) and
Supplementary (Pass) Examinations are held at the end of February and the beginning of March.

2. The subject of Mathematics is taken in the Arts, Science, Engineering, Architecture, and Commerce
Courses. The Professor is responsible for the whole of the University work in this subject. The Staff of
the Mathematics Department, in addition to the Professor, consists of three senior lecturers and two tutors.
The Professor, under the University Statutes, is not called on to conduct the Public Examinations- for
Schools. If he is appointed to this work he will receive special fees. The position is similar with regard to
the University Extension Lectures.

3. Salary will begin on the 1st March, 1929, or as soon thereafter as the Professor takes up duty.
4. If the Professor appointed should come from Europe, [200 will be allowed for travelling expenses,

and, a cable will be sent informing him of his appointment. If he should be in Australasia, reasonable
travelling expenses up to [50 will be allowed. The appointment will be made by the Council of the
University, probably about the end of October.

5. Candidates must with their applications submit definite evidence of physical fitness, and anytanidate whom thtCounc-imay-propase tr appontmnst ubmirims for examiiation, and be passed as
physically fit by a physician appointed on behalf of the University.

6. Candidates should not be much over thirty-five years of age, nor under twenty-three.
7. The Council reserves to itself the right to fill the Chair by invitation, at any stage.
8. Copies of the latest Calendar of the University of Melbourne may be seen at the office of the Agent-

General for Victoria, Strand, London, W.C., or at the principal Universities in Britain.
9. Applications for the vacant Chair, together with original or certified copies of the applicant's

testimonials and photograph must, in the case of candidates resident in Australasia, be sent to the Registrar,
the University, Melbourne, N. 3,Victoria, to reach him by 7th October, 1928; and in the case of candidates
resident outside Australasia, to the Agent-General for Victoria, to reach him by 3rd September, 1928.

Eight copies of the application and testimonials should be furnished by each candidate.

J. P. BAINBRIDGE, Registrar.
20th June, 1928.
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Mathematisches Institut
der Universitat

uA

G6ttingen, den 4, August.. 19 28
Weender Landstr. 2

Agent 7eneral far Victoria,

Victoria .7ouse, Melbourne Place, Stra~nd W.C.2,

-ondon

Sehr geehrter Herr!

Rerr Prof. Dr. NorbertW I e n e r von Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, Cambridge, bewirbt etch um etnen Lehr-

stuhl fur "athematik in Melbourne und hat mich darum gebeten,

Zhnen metne Meinung aber seine Aignung zu sohretben.

Ich komme diesem Wunsche gern nach und kann sagen, dass

ich die mathematisohen Ythijkeften von Herrn Viener ashr hooh

einschNtze. Ar uereinigt grosse Kenntnisse und originelle Kraft

in der Analyss mit VerstNndnis far die Anwendungen, insbesondere

auf moderne Phyalk in etnem hohen Masse. Joh kann seine Ernennung

daher entsohieden empfehlen.

Prof. Dr. D. Hilbert.



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEWJERSEY

Department of

MATHEMATICS
August 11, 1928

Professor Norbert Wiener
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Wiener:

I have just written a letter in support of your
candidacy for the Melbourne Chair to the Agent General
for Victoria. As I said ih the letter I should be sorry
to have you leave this country, but I hope you will get
the appointment if you really want it. We are sailing
on the 17th and expect to attend the Congress at Bologna.

With best greetings to Mrs. Wiener as well as your-
self,

Yours sincerely

00
~g6{~64

Oswald Veblen

oV/rp
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Zrich, Bolleystr. 52, d. 17. August 1928.

Lieber Herr Kollege,

ZunKchst besten Dank fur Thre Mitteilung Uber die um

Weihnachten geplante Sitzung der A.M.S. tber Quantenmechanik in

New York. Wenn ich auch bestimmt erwarte, daran teilnehmen zu

kinnen, so mchte ich definitive Zusage und Uebernahme eines be-

stimmten Referats doch versohieben, bis ich drilben bin.

Aber mit was fUr abenteuerlichen Plmen gehen Sie selber

um? An den General Agent for Victoria habe ich sogleich geschrie-

ben, obwohl ich nicht weiss, ob es zu Ihrem Wohle geschieht.

Mit den besten Grilasen von Haus zu Haus, sowie an

Franklins,

Ihr ergebener
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TELEGRAMS- "YARRA ESTRAND, LONDON.
TELEPHONES CITY 8656 (4 LINES.)

ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO BE ADDRESSED TO

THE AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA.

No C:'

OFFICE OF THE

AGENT-GENERAL FOR VIOTORIA,
(AUSTRALIA),

VICTORIA HOUSE,

ELBOURNE PLACE, STRAND,

LONDON, W.O. 2.

24th August, 1928.

Dear Sir,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant

in support of the application of Professor N. Wiener for

appointment to the Chair of Mathematics at the University of

Melbourne, and have to inform you that same has been duly

attached thereto for the information of the Advisory Committee.

Yours faithfully,

Acting Agent-General.

Professor Charles Manneback Sc.D.

27, Rue de la Tourelle,

BRUXELIES.

VS.1 04

>-o
0



TELEGRAMS: "YARRA ESTRAND, LONDON. OFFICE OF THE

TELEPHONE: CITY 8656 (4 LINES.)

ALL COMMUNICATIONS > ~ * OA.

THE FAGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA
(AUSTRALIA),

TO B ADRESSD T DA VICTORIA HOUSE,
THE AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA. .......... M L O R EPA E T A DIMELBOURNE PLACE, STRAND,

LONDON, W.C. 2.

28th August, 1928.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Agent-General for Victoria

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th

instant, enclosing your photograph (two copies), and to

state that same has been duly attached to your application.

Yours faithfully,

Secret y

Professor Norbert Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge, Mass, U.S.A.
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Cambridge, Mass.
September4, 1928.

To the Agent General for Victoria
London, England

Dear Sir,

I hear that Prof. Norbert "iener from the Mass.

Institute of Technology has sent his name as a candi

date for the vacancy in mathematics at the University

of Melbourne. I have met Prof. Wiener some years ago

it my home University in tunich Germany, but I had oc-

casion to make his closer acquaintance only this year

when I was lecturing at the Harvard University in ex-

change with Prof. G. Birkhoff. Prof. -iener is a man

of great abilities and with many new ideas and I found

very few people of his age in this country and also

in England who can compete with him in the Cield of

pure mathematics. The progress that has been made by

,iener in potential theory a chapter of Analysis that

since V years has attracted the attention of the great-

est mathematicians has already become classical though

only a couple of years old. Prof. Wiener is moreover

very interested in mathematical physics a subject to

whtch only very few pure mtthematicians are attracted to.

This latter quality of his I consider as even more im.

portant as the first because mathematics are liable

to become very dull and unattractive unless they are

vivified by the study of natural philosophy, The great-

eat mathematicians of the last 1/2 century Poincar6,

ilbert, Klein Hadamard have always pointed at the im-

~~S,



mathematics.

Of course one ought not to take as mathematician

a mathematical ph7siciat, who is not acquainted with

motokn rigour in dealing with mathemattcal problems; but

this is not to be feared in the case of Prof. iener.

If you had some more questions about Prof. Wiener

I should be gladto give you the information. From the

2"th of the present month mqy address will ft P1unich Ger-.

my; mathematisches Seninar, Universitit.

Yours very sincerely,

S0. Carathbodory

full Prof. of' athe-matics at the University of kUnich.



BROWN UNIVERSITY

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
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TELEGRAMS: "YARRA ESTRAND, LONDON. OFFICE OF THE

TELEPHONE: CITY 8656 (4 LINES.)

NTOF AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA,
(AUSTRALIA),

ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO BE ADDRESSED TO VICTORIA HOUSE,
THE AGENT-GENERAL FOR VICTORIA. MELBOURNE PLACE, STRAND,

N0
R LONDON, W.O.2.

30th October, 1928.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Agent-General for Victoria

to acknowledge and thank youftr your letter of the 17th

instant, enclosing the sum of 2.9.8. for cost of typing

copies of testimonials etc. in connection with your application

for appointment to the Chair of Mathematics at the University

of Melbourne, official receipt for which is attached hereto.

Yours faithfully,

secret r.

Professor Norbert WienerB.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

CambridgeMass, U.S.A.
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PARAMOUNT LMOUS LAsKY CORPORATON

6}ammount Tcw

WEST GOAST STUDIOS 11451 MARATHON STRE

HOLLYWOOo CALIFORNIA

November 6, 1928.

Dear Dr. Wiener:

It is very pleasant and gratifying to
get a letter such as.the one you took the trouble to
write me; and it is equally gratifying that I have not
altogether offended your ideas of the justice of
things mathematical.

I know you would not expect me to say
'yes' or 'no' to your deductions in regard to the
characters in The Bishop Murder Case. Your comments,
however, are very interesting and shrewd.

I have written about mathematics con
amore for it is a subject I have more or less special-
ized in and followed all my life.

What you say about physicists and mathe-
maticians writing books is quite true as a general thing
-- although in my library I have hundreds of volumes on
all phases of this subject, and they represent practically
all the men prominent in the physicist, mathematical and
astronomical fields. The relativist and celestial
mechanics books seemeA almost innumerable. For the
purposes of my story it was essential to have my char-
acters write books rather than papers, although wherever
possible -- as in the case of Arnesson, Millikan and
de Broglie -- I use "papers" instead of books.

With my sincere thanks for your very kind
letter and in the hope that the future installments of my
story will not offend your scientific conscience,
believe me

Yours very truly,

S. S.PVke.

Dr. Norbert Wiener.



IN REPLY PLEASE

QUOTE.-!!/G ---NOA.

N.3

-19.th -November,-/9 ...

Dear Sir,

I beg to thank you

for your application for appointment to the

Chair of Mathematics in this University, and

to advise you that Dr. T. M. Cherry, of the

University of Cambridge, has now been

appointed to the position.

I return herewith

. your photograph.

Yours faithfully,

Assistant Registrar.

Professor N. Wiener,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge 39,
MASSACHUSETTS. U.S.A.
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Wov. 88, 19*8.

Professor Goeorge D. Dirkhoft
Harvard Shiversity,
Cabridges, Mass.

1W der Professor Birkhoffs

We spoke informly sme time ao about the possi-
bility of seouring an international research fellowship for
Mr. ickenhoupt. You told o that a direct letter of reonsen-
dat ion would be In order, so here it is. Will you please se
that it gets Into the propr haMs?

M t rt Is doing his thesis undr aM on the
11pplicatah at the theory of alant periodio functions to vibra-
tion problems in linear systeam with infinitely many degrees of
freedom. Hs has shown a very goo4 ability to g'asp the ideas In
question and a tenaity ot purpose in never letting a mtter go
until he io aare that he understands its wbioh agars well for his
ftWre Aoeeas as a Mathematiolan.

He is a mature man, has traveled abroad before, and will
nt be guilty of the"oucherie" in forcing himself on foreig
scholafts hich s AmeAroan students have howan. I do not believe,
that his pace will evw be emedingly rapid, but I do believe that
he will produce a stea4y volu of sound work for years to oea.
I am confident that the : iaiea1rch Council (a whoever else
diaoes of-the tellowships for which Mr. Rlokenhoupt is applying)
ill find in him a am in very way up to the standard set for the

incumbents of ech fellowships.

Very inoearely yours,

III; BOG Rorbert Winer.
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GodetiO Institute, Copenhagen K., 14/12 1928.

Professor Norbert Wiener,

224 Pleasant Street,

Arlington, Mass.

Xare Professor Norbert Wiener,

Tillad mig til min Hustrus Lykdnskning i Anledning af

Deres Datter Barbaras F6dsel at f6je min egen starkt forsinke-

de Lykbnskning og dertil de.bedste Onsker om et lykkeligt

Nytaar for Dem og Deres Frue. Vi glandede os over Deres Besig her

i Danmark, o'g vi gladier os pver,af Deres Brev at se, at De ikke

har glemt vort Sprog.

For at give Udtryk for, at vi satter Pris paa at bevare

Deres Anknytning til de skandinaviske Lande vil Redaktionen af

Acta mathematica ved disse Linier indbyde dem til at publicere

et'af Deres kommende matematiske Arbejder i vort Tidsskrift.

Med venlig Hilsen til Dem og Deres Frue.

Deres hengivne

ACTA MATHEMATICA
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AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY

501 WEST 116TH STREET

NEW YORK CITY

R. G. D. RICHARDSON BROWN UNIVERSITY

SECRETARYDecember 221928. PROVIDENCE, R. 1.

Professor N. Wiener,
Mass. Int. of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Professor Wiener:

I take pleasure in sending you the en-

closed memorandum and inviting you to be one of the

persons to follow Professor Weyl and to lead the dis-

cussion on the afternoon of March 30. I believe it is

not necessary for me to point out the great importance

of this meeting from the standpoint of the analyst.

Hoping to receive, at your early con-

venience, a favorable reply to this invitation, I am

Sincerely yours,

RGDRtB Secretary.
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The Sympeutus om Analysis Situs at the April 1928
meeting in New York met with such hearty oamendation that
the secretary has associated with himself a couple of others
as a Coaittee an Program to plan for a similar symposi n
Analysis for the spring of 1929. This meeting will take
place on Friday and Saturdys Maroh 29*30 and the high standard
of last year bids fair to be equalled. As last year, it is
proposed that both afternoons be set aside for the special
topics.

Professors 0. A. Hardy and N. Weyl have kindly
senseted to present addresses an Modern W'ork in the Theory

of Ordinary Trigenoatriest 4eries, sa on Fourier Ceries and
Almost Poriotia Yuntions from the Standpoint of the Theory of
Groups, respectively. Professor Birkhoff will be asked to
preside.

These two addresses will doubtless prove important
events in the history of the Sooiety. It is pneposed to ask a
few people to lead the discussion after eash address, and it is
felt that for the success of the oceasion the diseussion will
play as important a part as the addresses t elves. It is
therefore deirable that tht most prominent4utributare to
these topics iU this country take an active partoIn the discussion.
The addresses themselves will eaeh oeoupy from three-quarters of
an hour to an hour and the other speakers will be allotted ten
or twelve minutes each. It is hoped that there will be oppor*
tunity also for some persons not especially invited to participate
in the discussion*

If the program can be carried oat as planed, the
participatisn of men who are leaders of research in Analysis will
create an atmosphere which should prove a great stimulus to the
developmmut of this branah of athemattos in America.

RI. G. D. Richardson,
December, 1926 Searetary.


