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6 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

The members of the National Board of Health were invited to be
present and to take part in the scientific proceedings. After a short
address by the president of the academy the following papers were read
and discussed :

TITLES OF PAPERS READ.

Draper, H.—On Photographing Spectra of the Stars.
Young, C. A.—Spectroscopic Notes.
Woodward, J. J.—Original Researches Reported in the Second Medical

Volume of the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Re-
bellion.

Dalton, J. C.—Some Observations on the Structure of the Human Brain.
Guyot, A—Some Remarks on a New Map of the Catskill Mountains and

on the Topographical relations of that mountain group to the adjacent
regions of the Appalachian System.

Alexander, S.—Brief Comments on the Nebular Hypothesis of La Place.
Hall, J.—On some new and remarkable forms of Crinoidee from the lower
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Report of the Committee of the National Academy of

Sciences on the restoration of the manuscript of the

Declaration of Tndependences

Profs Wme Be Rogers,

President of the National Academy of Sciences.

e

The Committee of the National Academy of Sciences to

whieh was referred the question of restoration of the faded

writing of the original manuscript of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence respectfully reports;

That in the judgment of the Committee it is not expedient

to attempt to restore the manuscript by chemical means partly

because such methods of restoration are at best imperfect and

uncertain in their results, and partly because the Committee

believes that the injury to the document in question is due,not

merely to the fading of the ink employed, but also and in a large
he adit
Ranner, to the fact that press copies have been taken from the

original so that a part of the ink has been removed from the

parchmente
HE Tr

The Committee is therefore ofopinion that it will be

best either to cover the present receptacle of the manuscript

with an opaque lid or to remove the manuscript from its frame and

place it in a portfolio, where it may be protected from the action

of light and furthermore that uo press copies of any part of it

should in future be permitted.

Wolcott Gibbs, Chairman.

Je E. Hilgard,

Je Laurence Smith,

R. Es Rogers,
Boston. Jans 7. 1%. 0. B® Chandler.
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