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INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL CONGRESS,

SHCOND SESSION.—BOLOGNA, 1881.

SECOND REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON AN INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL CONGRESS,

Presented to the American Association for the Advancement of Science ai
Saratoga, New York, Sept. 1, 1879.

At a meeting of this Association at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 3,
1877, your Committee reported that its labors since its organiza-
tion at Buffalo, New York, August 25, 1876, had resulted in ar-
ranging, with the help of the Geological Society of France, for
an International Congress of Geologists to be held at Paris in
August, 1878. It has now to report, farther, that this Congress,
at first announced for the 19th, was finally fixed for the 29th of
August, and was duly opened on that day in the palace of the
Trocadero, the Minister of Public Instruction presiding for the occa-
sion. Six sittings were held, with Mr. Ilébert for president,
assisted by many vice-presidents chosen from the various nationali-
ties present ;— Mr. Jannetaz being secretary-general, and Messrs.
Brocchi, Delaire, Sauvage, and Vélain, secretaries.

The whole number of members envolled was 528, of which
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about 250 were in attendance. Of the members of the Interna-
tional Committee were present Messrs. Otto Torell, of Sweden,
E. H. von Baumhauer, of Holland, and Messrs. James Hall, J. P.
Lesley, and T. Sterry Hunt, of the United States. American
geology was farther represented at the Congress by Messrs.
George H. Cooke, W. P. Blake, E. D. Cope, and S. C. Chamber-
lin, with Mr. A. R. C. Selwyn from Canada.

Of other countries, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium,
Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Russia, Austria-Hungary,
Roumania and Australia were represented in the Congress, but
neither England nor Germany. The papers communicated were
forty in number, covering a wide range of subjects, and often giv-
ing rise to important discussions. The Acts of this first session
of the International Geological Congress are to be published
under the direction of the secretaries, the expense thereof being
generously defrayed by the French government. The volume is
in press and will soon appear.

A part of the plan suggested by your committee was the organ-
ization of an International Geological Exhibition in connection
with the Universal Exposition to be held at Paris in 1878, at
which were gathered many important geological collections and
maps. In furtherance of this plan, the local committee in Paris
prepared and published for the use of the Congress, a catalogue of
all these, and also of the numerous public and private collections
of the kind which were liberally thrown open to the members.
The hospitalities extended "to the Congress were numerous and
highly ‘appreciated, and were terminated by a public dinner at the
Hotel Continental. " After the adjournment of the Congress, its
members were invited to join in the extraordinary session of the
Geological Society of France. This included a series of excur-
sions in the vieinity of Paris from the 5th to the 13th of Septem‘-
ber, in which many of the members took part.

It was decided at the ¢losing sitting in Paris, September 4, that a
second session of the International Geological Congress should be
held ‘at Bologna-in Italy, in 1881, under the lion’(n"ary presidency
of Sella, president of -the Accademia dei Lincei of Rome. A
loeal commmittee of Italian geologists was mamed, and has since
issued a circular, a translation of which is given as an Appendix
to this report. ~The futare Congress is declarved: to be under the
high' protection of His Majesty King Humbert I, and under the
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patronage of the city of Bologna, and will be opened September
29, 1881. Hatie (o

The prineipal subjects ptoposed for consideration at the coming
Congress: are comprised under two: groups, and for each of these
an International Commission was named by the Congress of Paris.
The first of these Commissions is to consider the question of
Geological Cartography and the adoption of a common system of
signs and colors ; while to the second Commission is referred the
subjeet of The Unification of Geological Nomenclature. - Under
this title; as interpreted by the Congress, will be considered all
matters relating to geological classification; as well as ‘the value
and significance of mineralogical, lithological, and paleontological
characters, thus embracing many of the most. important problems
of geology. In naming these two International Commissions, so
far as possible one member was appointed for each country, whose
duty it shall be to organize therein separate local committees for
each group, and to make known their constitution to the secreta-
ries of the corresponding Commissions.

For the International Commission on Geological Cartography
the American members are Lesley for the United States, and
Selwyn for Canada, and for that on Geological Nomenclature
James Hall for the United States, and T'. Sterry Hunt for Canada.
The names of the other members will be given in the Appendix.

Your Committee are glad to announce that active preparations are

already made in Great Britain and in Germany for the representa-
tion of these countries at the Congress of Bologna.

In view of the fact that the work of an International Geologlca.l
Congress was initiated by this Association, and that it promises
to become of permanent and increasing importance, it is believed
that it will be for the best interests of geological science that this
committee be continued, with power to add to its number; and
farther that its scope may with advantage be extended to include
the consideration of such questions relating to State or National
Geological Surveys as may from time to time arise. ;

The whole 1espectful!y submitted,

G T AMES HALL, C’km‘?man.

T. Sterry Hunt, Secretary.

The above report having been accepted by the Association, a
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‘motion was made and adopted, to the effect that inasmuch as the
Committee of this Association, as originally constituted, and as
re-organized at Nashville in 1877, had joined to it, with the title
of associates, several European representatives of geology, for
the purpose of securing international action, and inasmuch as
these foreign associates will henceforth be engaged in the local
committees for their respective countries, their names be dropped
from the present Committee.

At a subsequent meeting of the Committee, held at Saratoga,
Sept. 1, 1878, it was decided to add thereto the names of George
11. Cooke, James D. Dana, and Clarence King ; the other members
being James Hall, Wm. B. Rogers, J. W. Dawson, J. S. Newberry,
C. H. Hitchcock, R. Pumpelly, J. P. Lesley, and I'. Sterry Hunt.

APPENDIX.

Translation of the Circular of the Commiltee of Organization Jfor 1881,
Boroagxa, Italy, April 3, 18790,
¢« The International Geological Congress, which met for the first time in
1878 ut Paris, decided in its last sitting that its second assembly should
take place in September, 1881, at Bologna in Italy. On the same occa-
sion, the Congress, while conserving to the Paris Bureau its powers until
the opening of the session of 1881, named, for the purpose of arranging
for this, a committee of organization, composed of Italian geologists,
which has fixed its head-quarters in the City of Bologna.

With # view of more certainly arriving at a practical result in the com-
ing session, the Congress of Paris at the same time adopted the following
plan.

1. Two International Commissions are named, having for their object
the study of the two following questions, which form the basis of the pro-
gramme,

@. The Unification of Geological Cartography (*‘ Unification des
figurés gtologiques™.)
b. The Unification of Geological Nomenclature.

A third Commission is charged with the study of the rules to be fol-
Jowed in establishing the nomenclature of species in mineralogy and
paleontology.

[This last, though appointed to report at Bologna, is a French Commis-
sion and not International.—Translaior. ]

2. These Commissions must send their reports before the end of 1880
to the Committee of Organization, which will cause them to be printed
and distributed to the inscribed members, before the openiug of the session
at Bologna.
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A detailed programme indicating the days of sitting, excursions, ete.,
will be distributed with the reports of the Commissions, or in any case
before the opening of the session.

Those who desire to be inscribed as members of the Congress should
make application as soon as possible either to the Bureau of the Commit-
tee of Organization (65, via Zamboni, Bologna, Italy), to one of the mem-
bers of the International Commissions, or to one of the [Italian] delegates
of the Committee. In making such application, names, titles, and resi-
dence should be fully and carefully given.

The subscription for each member is twelve francs, and the treasurer’s
receipt for this amount entitles the holder fo a member’s ticket, as well as
to the Proceedings and all ordinary publications of the Congress.
Tickets will be issued to members at the office of the Congress in Bologna,
on and after Sept. 20, 1881.”

The above circular is signed by J. Capellini, president of the
Committee of Organization (to whom all correspondence should
be addressed), and by T. Taramelli, secretary-general. ~All pay-
ments must be made to the order of J. Scarabelli, treasarer, at
the Bureaun of the Committee, No. 65, via Zamboni, Bologna, Italy.
. The Italian Committee of Organization includes besides those
above named, the following titular members : Messrs. Gemmellaro,
Giordano, Guiscardi, Menenghini, Omboni, Pirona, Ponzi, and
Stoppani, besides honorary members and delegates.

The Bureau of Paris, the powers of which are continued till the
session in Bologna, consists of the president and secretaries of
Paris Congress, already named, the treasurer, A. Bioche, and the
following members : Davidson, Brighton, England ; De Koninck,
Lidge ; Sterry Hunt, Montreal ; Johnstrupp, Copenhagen ; Vilan-
ova, Madrid ; James Hall, New York ; Daubrée and A. Gaudry,
Paris; Szabo, Buda-Pesth ; Capellini, Bologna ; Ribeiro, Lisbon ;
von Baumhauer, Harlem; Stephanesco, Bucharest; von Moeller,
St. Petersburg; A. Favre, Geneva. All communications to this
Bureau must be addressed to No. 7, rue des Grands Augustins,
Paris, France.

The two International Commissions named by the Congress
of Paris, are as follows :

I. For The Unification of Geological Cartography: Ramsay,
Great Britain; de Chancourtois, France; Guembel, Germany ;
von Hauer and von Hantken, Austria-Iungary; Ribeiro, Spain
and Portugal ; Giordano, Italy ; Renevier, Switzerland ; Dupont,
Belgium; Torell, Norway and Sweden; von Moeller, Russia;
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Lesley; United States ; Selwyn, Canada, and Liversidge, Australia ;
Selwyn, of Montreal, being president, and Renevier of Lausﬁnne,
secietary
., IL, For. The Umﬁcatgon of Geological Nomenclature: T.
McKenna Hughes, Great Britain ; Hébert, France; I. Roemer,
Germany ; Szabo, Austria-Hungary ; Vilanova, Spain and Portugal ;
Capellini, Ttaly; A. Favre, Switzerland ; Dewalque, Belgium;
Lundgren, Norway and Sweden ; Inostranzeff, Russia; Stephan-
esco, Roumania ; James Hall, United States ; Sterry Hunt, Canada,
and. Lwelsldge, Austraha Hebert of Paris, being presldent, and
Dewalque of Liége, secretary. . .. - :
As already explained, it shall be the dﬂty of the several mem-
bers of the above International Commissions to form Local Com-
mittées in ‘their respective countries to aid in the required sub-
divisions of their work. ' They must moreover send their matured
conclusions, in the form of reports, to the secretaries of their re-
spective -commissions in such time that all the reports of these
International Commissions may be in the hands of the president
of the Committee of Organization, Prof. Capellini of Bologna,

before the end of 1880.
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