URBAN FORM: Seminer 12/10/54

Interviews with John Cage, composer, Jumes T. Farrell,
writer, and Andress Feininper, photographer

Modern painting helps to make people aware of the clty

environment, even the most banal parts. Interest in
sounds hes the same effect, it introduces people to their envirem =
ment. Interest in sounds has brought about a develomment in music;
that of magnetic tape which cen record any sound produced. One can
algo work directly with the machine, recording synthetic sounds and
also the sounds of the city. Sounds alter in character when recorded
from different places, i.e., rather than having musicians at one spot
pne cen have a situation in which sounds come from various directions
or go continuously from low to high with respect to all their charac-
teristicss This is a field situation rather then a series of dis-
crete steps. Harmony in musie did not arise from the physics of
sound as wes always assumed, but from convention. In the field sit-
uation one must take care not to set up discrete choices again.
There are possibly six cetegories for sound: l- city sounds; 2=
country sounds; 3— synthethic sounds 4= manually produced sounds;
5= vpeal or wind sounds; 6= sounds so quiet they hawve to be magne-
fied to be in concert with others.

The density of overlapping sounds in a city brings particu=-

lar new problems similar to transparency superimposition in
visual experience. One cen never isolate sound. Could city sounds
be utilized for music with their overlarpings?

Stending in the middle of the anecheic chamber at Harvard

where no echo is possible, I heard two sounds. Later I
learned they were the sounds of my own body processes and I con=-
cluded that so long as there is life, there is sound: the type of
sounds 1 experienced there merely being drowmed out by other ex-
ternal sounds in daily life. I have never heard a sound too loud.
I know of a men versed in the traditional approach to sounds and
music end a5 he became more and more attentive to the finesses of
frequency it became impossible for him to live in the city. I feel,
on the other hand, that one should take in all the sounds availeble,
rather than choosing only the tenable ones. All sounds thus make
for a rich expériences I want to be in accord with my envirocnment.

Kepes: If you could articulate the existing city sound patterns,
what would you do, what would be your needs to be satisfied?

With purposeful orgenization of city sounds, we could enrich the ex-

perience of the city.

CAGE: My feeling is that this is already

Kepes: Ordered pattern, not a fixed, fully controlled or rigid one,
but one partimlly defined, such as the 12 o'clock bell, in

contrest to the chaotic flow of the randam scunds, could help to

structure our responses.

Rerularized events, such as the 12 L form

-
ok
rhytlmic situation, completely ocoincide.
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Jeminar

yra coul

morning and walk er in the dey. I
each street has a characteristic ex] wonld it
scaffold this experience into i

pt now, too. iith magnetic
jtuation is logarithmic rather then
arithmetic. It is a field hers too rather than a series
steps. This is true even of tempo, each event poing on &
DACE « hus from the most empty one moves to the greatest d
in tim nd from this to fragmentstion, i.e., things grouping in
time, until Fi y merely get a dust,.
1 continuity and not discontinuity shonld be em-
phs But can you visualige rhythm without discontinuity--
don't you d break or pause to bring bhe the shift or pelarity basic

to rhythm3i

I now consider writt music sn ectivity of producing sounds,

followed by sp in which music is silent but other sounds
enter ih. One must speek of continuity in the infinite sense; the
theatre embodies this tvpe of creation. The city as a theater helps
show people this potentiality. Others I know working in this realm
are Philip Gusterd and Bob Rauchenberg.

{Condensed Versiom)

Paris is the most beautiful eity in the world.

city to be looked at; it has wide streets and trees.
Americen cities just happened and because they lacked tradition
people didn't cere sbout how they built on to them. The Loop in
Chieago is no longer really the center of thet eity; nelighborhoods
throughout have all the things they need for daily living except
the bad pleys you must go downtown to sees 1 have seen community
effort at work in Chicsgo, where my brother lives. The whole neigh-
borhood became involved in starting a "little league™, cleaning up
the area, joining together to do something The problem is to
create public awareness. BEducate the people, make them see how
they can make their city beautiful. There is a brochure called
Wihig Is Deétroit"™ which has emphesized this aspect. Union leaders
are conscivus of this problem; they would probably be very helpful
in a progrem of increasing public awereness. 'hey are interested
in what is happening to the average man and are usually men of
great energy.

KL_002002_003



Semiﬂ{{dguﬁﬁﬁb4 N

Kepes: Your coment about making people aware of their surround-
ings and how they can make it more pleasant for themselves
reminds me of the time when my wife and I were working at Hull
House in Chicago. Next door there was s vacant and littered lot
which we clemred with the sid of the young boys and then let them
ereen things all over it. It gave them a great desl of
sure in the doing and resulting wvisual experience.

Union men, men involved in the elviec affairs of & oity,

and men in polities should be contacted, should be given
s prospectus of what you propose to do, how the city can be made
& pleasant place in which to live for the average man, emphasizing
the individual and humen values over the property walues. Men to
get in touch with would be Brendan Sexton, Educational Dirsctor,
UAW - CIO, B00O E. Jefferson Street, Detroit; and Lewis Carliner of
the seme outfit. Frank Zeidler, the mayor of Milwaukee, perhaps
the moet ocutstanding mayor in the country, would certainly be inter-
ested in what you are doing. Sol Alinsky of the Industrial Area
Foundation, 8 5. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, is working with the
back of the stockyards project and would certainly be a man teo
contacte. OFf course, you must also write to Hobert Merriem on the
City Council in Chicago. He may be the mayor f that city someday
and be in a position to carry out such plans; and if not, at least
his campeigning mey bring the issue out as an important one. And
a man who knows infinitely more than I, a really brilliant guy, is
Meyer Shapire. You also might be benefitted by reading Helbrook
Jackeon's book, "The Eigh$een Nineties". Of course, one of my fav-
orite hypotheses is that some Amerdican men lowve their cars more than
their

Eepes: The car gsafety wvalve, you mean.

FARRELL: And, you knew, when I was being shown around Vienna by a
woman socialist and listened to her tell of the wonderful
conveniences of the new Marxist spartment building that had been built
for the workers, I gob the impression that there was really a ™feudal®
approach in the paternsl, protective care of the worker of which they
is a "d

are 50 proud. It do for the pecuyle" approach,.

Eepes: On the problem of public awareness

, berhaps we could spensor
a city week or s city month to publiecize the possibilities
pleasant for the pecple in it,.

down as soon as you can end really think

_ ug with your idess on this subject and send
me about eight copies and I will forward them to Stevenson, to
Lelmann, to Harrimen, to Merriam; these people would certainly be
interested and be in a position to help in some substantial
fagshion. I think you have a great project end it 1s good to know
that such things ere in the forefront of study today. I would
like to be of as much help as I can.
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Your comment about malking people aware of their sorroundings

and how they cen make it more p agant for themselves reminds
me of the time when my wife and I were working at Hull House in
‘hicago. Next door there was a vacant and littered lot which we
cleared with the aid of the young boys and then let them plant green
things all over it. It gave them a great deal of pleasure in the
doing and resulting visual experience.
FARNELL: Union men, men involved in the civic affairs of a city,

end men in polities should be contacted, should be given

a prospectus of what you propose to do, how the city can be made
a pleasant place in which to live fir the average man, emphasizing
the human values over the property values. Men to get in touch with
would be Brendan Sexton, Educational Director, UAW - CIO, 8000 E.
Jefferson Street, Datroit; and Lewis Carliner of the same outfit.
Frank Zeidler, the mayor of Milwsukee, perhaps the most outstanding
mayor in the country would certainly be interested in what you are
doinge Sol Alinsky of the Industrial Area Foundation, 8 3. Michigan
Avenue, Chigago, is working with the back of the stockyards project
and would certainly be a man to contact. Of course, you must alse
write to Hobert Merriam on the City Council in Chicago. He may be
the mayor of that city someday and be in a position to carry out
such plans; eand if not at least his cempaigning may bring the isasje
out as an important ones And a man who lmows infinitely more than
I, a really brillient guy, is Meyer Schapiroe. You also might
be benefitted by reading Holbrook Jackson's book, "The 1890s". Of
course one of my favorite hypothesks is theh hhe average American
man loves his car more than his wife.

Xepes: Yhe car ds a safety valve, you mean.
FARRELL: And, you know, when I was being shown around Vienna by

a woman socislist and listened to her tell of the wonderful
conveniences of the new Merxist apartment building that hkd been
built for the workers, I got the impression that there was really
a "feudal™ approach in the paternal, protective care of the worker
of which they are so proud. It is a "do for the people" approach.

Kepes: On the problem of public ewareness, perhaps we could sponsor
& city week or a city month to publicize the possibllities
of making the city more pleasant for the people it 1t

FARRELL: By all means sit down as soon as you cen end really think out

8 prospectus with your ideas on this subjeet and send me about
eight copies and I will forward them to Stevenson, to Lehmann, to Harriman,
to Meriam; these people would certainly be interested and may be in a
position to help in some substantiel fashione I think you have a great
project and it is good to kmow that such things sre in the forefront of
study today. I would like to be of as much help as I can.
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