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Dctober 12,

Professor J.C.R. Licklider

Psychology Section

Department of Economice and
Social Science

v - :
Room 522518, M,T.T.

Dear Professor Licklidar:

Please excuse my long delay in answering your good lettar omn
our city form study. The opening of school drove research into a
dark corner.

Your criticism on the introducation of "meaning® into the
study is well-taken and besic. The principal question is what will
be the best time to bring in this issme, and very likely the rela=
tive emphasis we put on meaning vs, form quality will always be a
di rricedtione for us. We have no intantion of lsaving out meaning,
but perhaps of putting it aside only in the very firat stages.
Perhaps this is wrong, but we thought to try it that way, and then
to corracht ourselves in a few months.

Tncidentally, the proposal is somewhat modified from our
fMirat 1dens becanse the foundstion frowned on ounr doing any eXe
tansive vsychological studiess, They pointed to owr own lack of
ability in this field, and we conldn't arrivw back very hard,

Put wo are still convinced of the psychologienl base to
our studies, eand mean to leern all we can about it, and perhaps
to try some pllot studies without going in very deeply. Ve plan
to organise some miniature seminars on the subject for our beme-
fit 4in the future, and would 1ike to ask yom to participate in
one, HFight this be possible?

In any case, Gyorgy or I will call you about it shortly.

Sincerely yours,

Kavin Iymch

ELidao
ce, Oyorgy Kepes
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Dr. J« Cs Re Licklider

Pagycholopy Section

Departmont of Economice and Soclal Science
Magsachusetts Institute of Technology
b2=~2564b

Dear Dre Licklider:

Meny thanks for your thouphtful comments of Merch 3 on
our outline for the form of clties studys I have no excuse
for the delay in answering it, other than too many papers on
my decks

Your purtlement in cormecoting our general criteria state=-
ments to the actual studies to be made waa not unique, and the
way you put it helped us to understend the confusion of cthers.
I think the truth is that there is no immediate comiection from
general statement to detalled study, but only a directing of
our attention or intereat to & certein ares.

In other words, instead of sesying that “cats are black"
and being led to a direct test of whether they are indeed black,
we are saying, "1t would be best for all of us if cats were
blacks" Since we are not prepared to prove this wague statement,
we are really saying "sinoce we assume that we would =ll be
healthier and happier in a black-=cat world, them one of the most
important things we ocould learn about cats is how to make them
blacke" It gives us a set of wvnlues as guide~posta in & come
plicated begimming, and the studies which are astimulated by them
might, at the end. tell ue something about the relative importance
of those wvalues, as well as speaking to the questiocn of how to
sorve them,

I em afraid that our attachment %o the normative 1s a rather
deep=sented prejudice, unscientifi® Bs we ere, I think that we
are likely to compromise, however, When we come to make our definite
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Ure Jo Ce Re Licklider

choleces, by carrying forward both a set of studies olustered
around one of the normative criteria, and snother set which
esks more opem=ended descriptive questions on the reactiom
of people to their cities.

Since the outline came out we have been testing out a
gories of study methods to help us pick and chooses In mnother
month or two we hope to have some conclusions as to these
methodeas At that time we will be kmocking at your door for
guidenoce srain.

Sineerely yours,

Eevin Lynch
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