


Meeting B W Notice

GENERAL MEETING SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 1959
" OEWENSTEIN'S 8:00 PM
Agenda:

1. Announcements and Reports

2« To see if the Corporation will vote to sell Lot
: 21 for the purpose of purchasing eight and one half
. acres more or less of the Browning land, or take any
other action relative thereto. (Note: thds sale
requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of the corporation).




THE CONSENSTUS
VOL. XV, No. 1 October 24, 1959

GENERAL MEETING OF OCTOBER 18 Reported by aeg

Present at the Loewensteins' were Paul and Sophie Loewenstein,
Jacques Hill, Morton and Esther Braun, Ranny and Ann Gras,

Homer Eckhardt, Nettie Shansky, Lang Wales, Lyman Allen.

Not prepared to Vote: 1t seemed impossible to vote intelligently
R .on the purchase of the Browning Land without

more gpecific information. It would be_better if everyone knew:
2} whether we would be pefmigted to build the pond; b) whet

could afford to build the pond; c¢) whether we would be allowed to
awim in the pond.

The Inherent Value of the Browning Land was clearly a matter of
opinion. Some felt the
valley land was so much more spacious and of such variegated ter=
rain that even without a pond it would far more desirable than
Tot 21, It would certainly be possible to build a ppol on it, if
it came to that. Many more families could use 8% acres than could
uze Lo# 21, so the financial base would be broader.

Others felt the valley was too isolated from BW for small chil=-
Aren to use it, and that older children don't use comnmon land, they
u3s town facilities, For adults, Lot 21 offers ease of access and
the advantage of being a bit of park within the community itself,
scmething we see every day and thus derive some satisfaction from.

The Resale Value appears greater for Lot 21, since the Browning land
would be restricted against further subdivision and
would have no frontage. If we have to give up all our asgsetts, Lot
21 would be easler to give up,

Relation to Road Repair: One member not present had already ex=
pressed his view that the road should be
accepted before we considered any purchases. However, the option
on the Browning land requires a declsion = in fact, a decision evi-
denced by cash = on November 18, We can't ask the three subdividers
to just hang onto the 8% acres until we're rid of the road and
ready to think gbout other things.

As for the road, things are still waiting on the Town, and
nothing much can be done this winter, Indications are that repairs
to satisfy the Town would cost in the range of §8 - 11,000, This
figure might be firmed up with a little study.

Selling Iot 21, though it 1s the authorized approach to buying
Browning land, would be disadvantageous 1f done
before Spring, and we already have an overflowing bank account., It
was decided that the vote should provide for delaying the sale.

Deferring the Vote for two weeks was the final conclusion, MNean-

" whille, Jacques volunteered to collect samples
from up and downstream and have them tested for bacteria count;
Mort volunteered to collect authorities from farthest downstreain
(Cambridge Reservoir) and test their reactions, and Ranny agreed to
pursue the answers on the Town plansg for the road, When all the
facts were in, they would be published, along with the engineering
estimates of the pond cost, made some time ago and published, but
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Meeting then Adjourned.
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Report on Use of Cambridge Water: This information 1s so noteworthy
we are publishing it before the

rest of the facts are in.

The Cambridge Water Commissioner told Mort they would be con-
cerned about two things: diminution of water supply, and pollution by
aigee. The first would be no problem, the second could be handled if
it arose. Of course we would also have to satisfy the Department of
Public Health,

The head of the Department of Public Health saild 1t was a nice
idea, what we .wanted to do, and that with modern technology it is
possible to use water for multiple purposes (swimming and drinking),
but. ... We should be aware of a General Law (11ll) of Massachusetts,
which is translated into the Rules and Regulations adopted (at the
insistence of the DPH) by Cambridge and every other town that has
municipal water supplies in the form of reservoirs, from which Rules
snd Regulations we hereby present the pertinent parts:

o Person shall Wade or Bathe In ... any reservoir, lake, pond, stream,
e ditch, water course, or other
open waters, the water of which flows directly or ultimately into

(the said reservoir)." ©No provision whatever is made for allowing
exceptions to this rule,

Whither Now? We can now, as always, build a pool on Lot 21, Or we
can buy the Browning Land and build a concrete pcol
there., Or we can buy the Browning land and explore a new possibility.

The New Possibility is not really new, just newly thought of with
seriousness, It's basic idea is to let the
brook by-pass the pond, perhaps putting water into it at flood time,
but never drawing water out of it. A well would replenish the pond
from time to time, or constantly, wlth fresh water., An outlet, to
keep the water circulating, might be desirable, in which case the
filter system of a regular swimmingpool could be used. (Earth bottom,
large aerating surface, and fish, would combine to keep the water
purer than in an unfiltered pool), so a filter might be unnecessary.)
Though this sounds proh ively expensive, it deserves study.
The extra cost of diverting the brook might be offset by the savings
from having no sluiceway. The cost of the well and flltration system,
while additional, would presumably insure a cleaner pond than we have
contemplated, and could be used to provide this clean water all summer,
A two acre pond (200'x 4009 affording ice-skating, boating and fishing,
as well as swimming, might still be comparable in cost with a large
concrete swimming pool. (The Bedford country club, known as Wedgwood,
gxgeggg)ita 45t x 75!, completely equipped and fenced ppol, to cost
(<A ] L

The Next Step: During the next week those interested will collect
all the information they can on all these aspects

(please let the clerk know if you have anything to add), and will

publish a complete report, together with a ballot for voting.

L L . ] [ ] L ] @ L] L] . L L ]
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Decision of the Planning Board was very briefly stated in a letter
to the three subdividers of the
Browning Land. The Board will not allow the road to be built down
the Laurel Drive extension easement as proposed. No details, but
an expresgsed willingness to talk the matter over. Maybe the road
would be allowed if it were fully surfaced, or if it met grade
requirements, or if it were not to be used for access to the pond.
So far, it has not been suggested to the Planning Board that pond-
users have access from Weston Rd., because the three subdividers
have not completely accepted this idea. They may now suggest it.
Jean Saunders has been appointed as representative to speak to Iir.
Bogner.

Brown'!s Wood must Grant use of Easement before the three subdividers
can uge it, anywat. It is
still the only way they can have a road that services the house-

sites they have chosen. They hope to persuade the Board to accept

the road down our easement. But, now that BW has expressed a willing-
ness, in fact a desire, to get to the pond by some other route, the
three subdividers see that our granting the right to use our easemen t
is not automatic. They would like an answer on this matter before
they pin all their hopes on this plan, and before the Planning Board
is persuaded to accept it finally.

. @ a kS . . g . . [ '] ®

Taxess Ron Steelman has brought to our attention the fact that we
must give some thought to Federal tax laws as they may

apply to our income from the sale of lots. We have never applied
for Federal income tax exemption, though we might be able to get 1it.
It is very hard to decide whether we have made any profit from the
sale of Lot 6, and if so, how much, We should file a return within
a year from that sale (June), so the question requires some study in
the near future.
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BROWNING LAND PURCHASE BALLOT

Pleass £ill out and return to'Jacques Hill:

YOTE:

- en e

To authorize the Executive Committee to buy elght and
one half acres more or less of Edgar Browning's land
for the fized price of $5,500 on November 18 or within
six months thereafter, using part of the funds derived

from the sale of Lot 6,
and
To instruct the Executive Committee to gell Iot 21 for

at least $5,500 as soon as convenlent thereafter, To
peplenish the funds for road repailr.

YES NO

To authorize the Executive Committee to buy eight and
one half acres more or less of Edgar Browning's land
for the fixed price of $5,500 on November 18 or within
six months thereafter, using part of the funds derived
from the sale of Lot &,

and
To instruct the Executive Commlttee to sell Iot 21 for

at least $5,500 as soon as convenient thereafter, to
replenish the funds for road repair.

YES NO

NOV. 4, 1959
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& To: Members of Browvn's Wood, Inc.
’.’From: Iyman Allen
wuovember 30, 1959

While browsing thr the Top Value stamp catalog a few nights ago
as I surveyed the purchasing power of 3 books, I was stopped by an ltem
on paze 36: "Complete Mermaid Swirming Pool Kits ~-- 300 books to 550
books. Concrete pool, various sizes, from 12' x 27' x 3! to 5' deep,
to 201 x 40" x 3' to 8' deep.," Reckoning that the Allens would not
have enough books at our current rate of saving till we were in our
hundred and twenties, I was about to consider the ?ecor tive Hitching
Post on the next page when the fantastic but practical ldea occurred
to me:

Thirty families could save books at a fast enough rate to have
the largest pool after only one or 2 more pool-less summers, depending on
our zeal., There are some ways to save stamps at a faster-than=normal rate:

1) Several times a year the Boston pspers publish full-page add of
coupons vhich bring large bomuses of stamps on staple items: 100 stamps
for a bottle of aspirin or roll of aluminum foil, S50 for instant coffee,
etc. One newspaper 1s good for 4/5 of a book. By splurging a gumrter
and buying five of these papers in that one day, each family could fill
4 books in that day, or over 100 books for all participating families. .

5 such ads in a year and we would reach our goal after only one pool=less .
summer. There are also other stamp bonus occasions, such as the one for
the Concord Stop and Shop opening.

2) Persudae your in-laws to save books. Pay them back after we get

the pool. ‘
‘ 3) Buy gas at Top Value stations. Send clothes to Top Value cleaners.
Bury your cranberry dead through ¥op Value morticlans.

The pool would logically be located on the Browning land. This
would be the most economical spot for it. The land, with plenty of open
sunshine and lots of space, would cost us just $5,500, as I'm sure we all
recall. Then we sell Lot 21 for, say, $7,500. Net profit over locating
pool on Lot 21, $2,000. e could put what we need of that towards pool
construction, and the rest would join our present assetts for road repair.

A letter is on its way to the Mermaid people, inquiring for detalls.
I suggest postioning formal discussion of this proposal until we have
answers. leanwhile, some predictable quest{ions and answers:

Q) What about the person who prefers green stamp meat to yellow?

A) We can only ask people to participate us rmuch as they are willing,
perhaps buying at least some things at i‘?{ Value stores, and taking ad-
vantage of the bonus coupon days, and perhaps trading green for yellow
stamps with someone. =

n) Suppose when the quota of 550 books 1s reached, families have
made wnequal contributiona? A

£, T30 exmiites, save S50 boukts Mok St M et S savins

r famlly. The £ s below s average level wou
ggtilatheg reached that level, donuting their books to families who
had exceeded their share. A stamplbook d:ecret:ry :(lé;l%l volunteer%fwoiinxld
ooks and records. FPeople under ta m even pay o
‘ g%%g:ai%agp bgoks if the¥ wa.ntedpto, and if the recipients were

»
Willingo ;
Q) You don't get something Tor nothing. We sren't saving any moneye.




L. You don't get sometiing for nothing., We sren't savig any monsy.

h. Certainly the pool would not be free. We pay for the stamps we save.
but it is certainly the most painless and probsbly the most inevpensive
way to get the pool. As for stemps themselves, (onsumer Reports said not .
long apo at the end of a lenfthy article on trading stamps, "lie answer to
the question 'Should I start saving stampsf' is a gualified yes., All
other things be'ng equal--convenisnce of store lccati-n, shoppingconditions
within the store and; most important of all, competitive prices for food,
the Aftifld stamp saver tenefits." He competitive pricas for food; the
article had already estatlished by surveys that the markups of stamp oub-
lats to pay for the stamps seldom offset the value of the stamps themselves.

'Q. Wnat about the ppol itself? ‘low do we know if it's any good?

A. Ve don't, but ve will. I amf attempting now to determine the cash cost
of the pool, as well as o find just how much is included in the st tamp purchessa
price. When these things are known, we can start considering the issue

~ conceately., If the pool is o.k. we can consider the limited cholce &

blessing as it will narrow the field of debate considerably. If we dscided
to go ahead, we wou'd certainly ask the Mermaid people for a written
commitment that theywould geliver the pool decided on for a given oumber
of books, provided that we reached our guota in a specific periocd of tims.

I believe tais pool proposal should provids a sound, tangible reason for favoring
EW's parchase of Erown ng land for those who feel that the development possibilities
advynced up to now have been much too wishful.

I think ons thing that keaps us from agreeing on such proposzals is nol imtra-
wral o‘bstinam.y but complacency, and I am perhaps the mo 't recent convert to the achocl
that feels our complacency is unjustified--complelely. If the Browning land is not
daveloped by as there is not the slightest doubt in my mind that it will be devaeloped
by somecre else pretiy soorn, The Planning Board mow proposes a road from wWeston Eoad
into the Frowming lamd, the road to go slong our borders till it turns to follow the
Uavis=Erowing line. This would give both parcels road frowtage amd meke a developmsnt
very likely. Davis‘s land has long been on the market; his land between Conant Hd.
and ek BW is bir enough for 30 house lots which would be served by the Planming
Board's road., Perhaps this propossl will die, but if it does; another will take its
place in a few months, and some day soon one of them will bs adopted~-unless wve shake our
complancency and get there first. (It's interesting to note that there's nothing com-
rlacant about the activities of groups closer to civilization, such as Peacock Farms
and Six Moon Hill).




GENERAL MEETING SHANSKYS JANUARY 31 (Sun.)
8:00 P M
Agenda:
1., Annoumements and Reports

2e

Réad Repair

To authorize the Executive Committee to sell Lot 21,
if necessary, and use the proceeds (in addition to funds
already available) for repairing the road for acceptance
by the Town « or take any other action relative thereto.

- (The above autiorization can be given by a majority
of the members of the corporation voting affirmatively).

To determine whether extensive road repairs should
be undertaken in the event that the Town cannot provide a
stoom drain on Weston Rd. to serve lMoccasin Hill, in
which case the Town could not see any way of making
Moccagin Hill accaptable.

A few more detalls are given in the attached Consensv. .
To authorize the Executive Committee to grant the use of
the Laurel Drive Easement in exchange for an option to
buy some of the land recently conveyed by Browning.

More details in the Consensus,
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BROWNING LAND

The Vote (to buy or not to buy), taken last November, appeared at

first to give a slight majority favoring the purchase.
However, by the time some of the telephone responses got translated
into written responses; the result shifted enough to give the edge
to the Not's, 20 to 18, with one abstention,

Two factors influencing some of the negative votes were 1) the
difficulty of keeping the water pure enough, in the
proposed pond, pure enough for Cantabridgians to drink, and 2) the
evidence that the water, in the existing brook, is not now pure
enough to swim in.

A report on more recent investigation of these problems will
be given at the January 31 general meeting.

The major argument in favor of buying the Browning land wac
that, pond or no pond, it has a lot more to offer than Lot 2l.

Identity of Voters: In favor: Brauns, Freemans, Grases, Healys,
Manny Kramer, Bick Morgan, Polumbaums,
Shanskys, Smulowiczes, Waleses. Opposed: Allens, Eckhardts,
Stuart Grover, Harrises, Jacques Hill, Ruth Kramer, Loewensteins,
Meyers, Molly Morgan, Novaks, Rawsons, Ritsons.

More Recently, Philip Solomon has acquired title to the entire 20
odd acres, and Dave Shapiro and Jean Saunders are
maintaining their respective claims of one third interest. It is
nog yet clear whether & mutually agreeable subdivision can be worked
ouv .

U R R R R R R R R O
EXECUrIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, JANUARY 17, L

Present: Jacques Hill, Manny Kramer, Paul Loewenstein, Ann Gras,
~ 7 Ranny Gras as Road Englneer,

nggeg: Some time before June BW sheuld file a Federal Tax Return.
In doing so, wa have to make some statement about the

$9,000 receivad ﬁpf t 6, The @eegut:we Cormittee feels that
this income did not incl e any pre al.nce the corporate expenses
of the past few years (reised t gaaeasmanta and the next few years
(repa 11'.1.:1% the noaé. cqrtg;nl,g %qtal more than $9,000, However. it
may be di figult to pzesgn the pieture elearly in terms the Federal
Government can unde{' In that case, the q,I.B, might decide
we owed a 25% fax on & gaecl t‘hw thousand of the nine,

We are incorporated as a non-profiit corporation, meaning we
did not organize for the sake of making a profit. We should have
applied some time ago for Federal Tax Exemption on this basis. We
cen still do so, though it may take from now to June to get an
enswer. (Sometimes 180 corporations dealing in real estate ave no%
given exemption. Ron Steelman thinks the chances of getting it ars
something over 1 in 3.)

W g o e
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The cost of applying for exemption should not exceed $100. If
successful, it might save us {1,000 this year, and something later
if Lot 21 is sold.

It was decided to start the wheels turning on the application,
without waiting for specific consensus authorizgtion by a meeting,
If there are any objections please notify the Clerk immediately.

Meanwhile a Tax Return will be prepared, declaring no profit
during the year,

Road: Mr. Fitts had talked to Nr, Hunsaker and Mr. Blakely (his
downstream neighbor) seperately, and found them both seemingly
co=operative on the matter of allowing the Town to put a storm drain
down Weston Rd. and into their swamp. He wanted this week to get
them together for a firmer agreement. I1If they grant an eagement for
this purpose, the Town will eventually construct a storm drain, inic
whih we could connect our own stomm drain from Moccasin Hill., If
they do not, we are right back where we started.
on the other hand, if the Town gets this easement and then BW
members don't want to pay for a pipe, etc., down Moceasin Hill, 1%
might be a bit embarassing. (So far, only the cash in hand can be
considered "appropriated", and that might not be enough) « _
One thing can be done without assistence from the Town, wi thout:
asking for more money, and perhaps without further authorization:
we could fix up Laurel Drive and get 1t accespteds. : <
It was decided to hold a general meeting as soon as feasible
to deTermine the wishes of the membership. _
Meanwhile Renny promised to formallze the repair plans & on the
assumption that the Town will get the easerment from Hunsilker - and
%et aslguoh of a cormittment of approval from Snelling and Hilton as
e could.,

Mino? Repairs have beei cotipleted on the amulowliez dnd Eckhardt lots,
o at reasonable cost, THe ixecutive Cotmittee has been
authorized (VOL, XIV, No. 1, Dage 5) to pay for these repairs. The
exact amounta will be reported at the next meeting.

1g involved in a new subdivision plan
: eontemplated for the Browning land.

This ene hag fhe advantage over the previous one in that only one
1gt is served by the "paper road", while two lots have legel frontags
on Weston Rd, Before presenting this plan to the Flanning Board,
Dave Shapirg weuld want seme assuvance from BW that the easement
could indeed Bg ugedy In exchange for gueh assurance, BW would
receive an optign to buF & stipulated amount of the Browning Lend
at a fixed pFice fop a period ef time, aften Which we would have
the pight of Findt pefusai, '

" "This mgtden will b% @ia%aae@ with mere details at the January
51 meeting, wifh Bgpe of a deeisive angwer,

Use of Leupel Drive |

a gore
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Wil ACRE RECRBATIONAL POND
10 suufil LIKCOLHK

A year or more ago several private individuals in the Weston
and Conant Road area became interested in the idea of a recreational
area centred around a man-riade pond. The pond could be formed by
danming a brook which drains 900 acres and which flows through a
pleasant valley between \leston and Conant Roads. A rather cursory
investigation over a period of time procured the following data:
regarding availability of land:

1) Just over the town line into leston the contours clearly
demark the site where a dam could most feasibly be bullt. This
site is near the Southern edge of a twenty acre tract owned by
Edgar Browning of Lincoln. When first contacted, lir. Browning
was offering his land for -sale, He personally liked the idea of
the pond but was not sure how the eventual purchaser would view
it and so hesitated to make any commitments.

2) Upstream from Browning property lies that owned by Louils
e Dean of lVieston. The brook here widens into a swamp covering
three or four acres. Flooding this swamp would lsolate a five
acre field to the West, also owned by l.r. Dean., In fact Ir. Dean
expects that any developer purchasing his land would fill or
drain the swamp to add bulldable land and to provide a passable
way to this field. Expressing his approval of the pond proposal,
he quoted an asking price of {,3,000/acre, and added that he would
want to sell in one plece all of his Lincoln land llest of Conant
Road,

3) The Northern end of the proposed pond, perhaps another
two or three acres, would be on land now owned by Frescott Davis of
Lincoln. I'r,., Davis appeared sympathetic to the general idea of
the pond and recognized that it might well increase the value of
his remaining property. He had made previous efforts to interest
I'r. Browming and lr. Dean in concerted planning for their combined
acreage, without success. He saild if I'r Dean would "go along" with
the pond, so would he. =

Limited Program

The Pond planners turned their attention to the most available
land, which fortunately included the dam site. They introduced
sympathetic land=-seekers to the property and three of these have
secured a joint option on the twenty acres of Browning land. Their
proposed subdivision reserves nine acres to be purchased by the
pond organization, including the dam site, three acres to be flooded,
and five high acres on the Last side of the brook, in Weston.




TEY ACRE POND p age 2

The pond organization meanwhile approached I.r, Dean with an
offer to trade these five lleston acres for his five acres in
Lincoln, fest of the brook. This appears to be one of those
transactions by which everyone benefits, but it is stlill pending.
If carried through, this trade would have a direct bearing on
the ultimate use of Louls Dean's swarpland.

Full Scale Program:

ithile the advantages of a larger pond are several and clearly
seen, the cost of acquiring the land is beyond the program of the
present pond organization, and the organizational effort of
gathering a much larger membership is also more than seems justified.
Co=-operative action with another, separate organization would be

the only means to expansion of present plans.
The schedule now hoped for includes beginning construction of

s three acre pond in the fall of 1959 and use of the pond in 1960,
While more clearing and stripping could be done in successive
auturms to enlarge the flooded area, additions to the dam would be
expensive. Therefore any would~be sharers in this project should
get in on it before dam construction begins.

Cost Estimates:

Engineers from the US Soll Conservation Department made a
prelininary survey and concluded that & pond could certainly be
formed in this area. Though the stream dries up in times of drought
(never in 1958), the clay soil prevalent 1n the locality would
hold water while allowing natural percolation to keep it fairly
clean all summer., They said an average rule-ofthumb figure for
small pond cost is 132,000 per acre, which would be reduced for
larger areas.

A somewhat more detailed study was made by an engineer fromn
Plarming and Renewal Associates. Conservative cost estimates for
a two and one half acre pond were set at about .;10,000 for a concrete
face dan, and ;7,500 for a clay core one. I‘o horings were taken,
so it was impossivle to estimate closely the amount of loam to be
stripped.

The ten acre pond was congidered to need a danm only five feot
hisher than the ten feet alrcady planned, but perhaps twice the

volurie.

Location:

The accompanying maps show the location of the proposed pond
and the nature of surrounding terrain. :
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) MEETING OF WANUARY 31: Report by aeg,
Clerk

The Crowd included Dave and Nettie Shansky, Ruth Wales (the Door

Prize), Jacques Hill, Homer Eckhardt, Dick Morgan, Paul
Loewenstein, Jim and Carol lMeyer, Ted Withey, Manny Kramer, Vera
Smulowicz, John Harrls, Nell Novak and Ann Gras.

Taxss: An application for Federal Tax Exemption is being prepared.
Ron Steelman advises us not to file tax returns while this
is pending.

Mr, Fitts 1s meeting this Sunday (February 7) with Mr, Hunsaker and
- Mr. Blakeley, to discuss the drainage easement desired by
the Town and = more passlonately, perhaps - by Brown's Vood,

Assurance of adequate Funds fer Road Repairs will make it easier to

e e get the job done in a
hurry when and if the Town does get that easement - and installs a
pipey The Vote propesed at thig time, if approved, would authorize
the Executive Committee &g sell Lot 21 if 1t proves necessery.

The Vote would be enly an authorization, not an order to start
cetion. It can be agsumed that the Exeeutive Committee would not
put the lot on the bloek if enly a thousand dellars or so were
neaded, '

. Standing General Road Repair Agreement has already (by consensus)
s authorized the Executive

Ccmnittee to borrow money for road repair, an}t that fill the bill”
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We can only borrow if we have guarantorsj also, it seems now as

it did before, that it is pointless to go to the trouble of
borrowing when the sale 1s a certain eventuality. = It's not
quite the same as before, because selling Lot 21 now would-leave
us completeéely without &dmmon land., = It doesn't look as though
Lot 21 can ever be developed as common land anyway, and selling it
should not reduce our chances of buying other land. - Onthe
other hand, until we have purchased other land, there is always
the chance that said other land might be gobbled up by developers
and then where would we put our jungle gym? - Well, the Executive
Committee certainly isn't going to rush into selling Lot 21, it
will only be if absolutely necessary.

How likely is that? There is a very slim chance that we
could make both roads acceptable with funds already on hand. But
if Mssrs. Snelling and Hilton have second thoughts or prices go
way up again; more will be needed.

The Vote, of course, which is by majority, has to be a ballot vote.

Ballot enclosed herewith, to be filled out by %ou asap
and collected by messenger service before the week-end changes any
minds.

Separate Acceptance: If the Town cannot-get the easement, or if

: it 1s going to be eons before they can get
round to using it, we might still c¢onsider repairing Laurel Drive
and having it accepteds Yes, the Selectmen said they would take it
by itself, and yes we have enough money to fix it up (considerably
less than needed for Mocc¢asin Hill) and yes, it would save more
than half on the subssquent plowing; sanding and patching operations.
(Also catch basin cleaning)s Motcasin H1ll residents aren't keen
on this 1dea, asg it would take the pressure off the rest of the
group, pressure to maintaln and/or repair Moccasin Hill. « Bub

the rest of us all use Moccasin Hill too, we would contirue to be
concerned, = The present pressure doesn't guarantee the proper
maintenance of the roads anyway. (This 1s a mild paraphrase of
otherwise expre ssed sentiments),

What if No Easement? There has been no serlous proposal to let it
- Moccasin Hill =  dlsintegrate slowly. The Town, after much
study, has seen ne egongmical way for us to render the roasd acceps-
able without that easement and plpe, But we would at least want To
resurface it and dispersge the runwoff some way, if for no other
reason than te simplify maintenance.
It was clear the question of Moccasin Hill could best

be congidered in $he 1light ef future events.

Use of Eaurel Drive Extensien Easement; The plecture was presented

. ey == = —o--puowning _ in brief and in adequately.
Mr. Solomon has bought the land, Beeause of initlal agreements

and subsequent co-operation, Mr. Shapiro and Mrs. Saunders and
tneir counsel consider that Mr, Solomon is holding the land in
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trust for the use of the three of them, Mr. Solomon has not yet
admitted that he sees it that way, and says that unless the other

two can come up with a subdivision plan which meets his rather strin-
gent requirements, the Planning Board's wishes, and their own budgets,
he intends to look upon it as a commercial venture.

The use of our easement (between Lot 13 and Lot 14) is part of
the most fitting subdivision plan so far, Since in this plan two
lots would have full legal frontage on Weston Rd., the Planning
Board would only be considering "concessions" for one lot, and it
is hoped they would go along with what is known as a "paper road",
conforming on a map but not even constructed in fact. For economic
reasons, the strictest requirement of the Planning Board that the
three parties would be able to carry out on this plan would be a
gravel driweway.

The option on the "back land", offered in exchange for this
use, would be on terms as reasonable as those already considered,
or perhaps identical. Included would be a right of way for footpath
access from Laurel Drive to the back land, and a right of way for
vehicular access from Weston Rd. to the back land also. BW would
not be committed to the purchase.

Dlscussion: Some expressed reluctance to get involved in other
people's argumentss; but it was pointed out that this
would be an impartial action which would assist a co-operative
effort-

Could this complicate'the Selectmen's position re accepting
our road? Would they say this wasn't the same road they talked
about before? We had better check,

Could the users of thils driveway, if it &s built down from
Laurel Drive, help malntain our roads which they would be using too?
This seems reasonable, though maybe 1t isn't worth the trouble. It
was accepted a a valuable idea anyway.

How about the abuttors to the easement - the Balsers for in-
stance? =~ They bought the lot with the understanding that a very
substantial driveway might be constructed down that easement, with
a lot of fill and embankment and with traffic using it to get to the
pond, =~ Still, 1t seems only fair to hear their feelings before we
decide. Though they cannot object; any negative feelings on their
part could be translated into formal objections by members.

In the end it was AGREED: TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
TO GRANT THE USE OF THE BASEMENT FROM LAUREL DRIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR
AN OPTION TO BUY PART OF THE LAND FORMERLY OF BROWNIWG, AND ON
CONDITION THAT SAID EASEMENT BE USED ONIY FOR A DRIVAWAY SHRVING
A SINGLE HOUSE LOT, AND PROVIDED THAT THE SELECTMEN DO KOT CGCNSIDER
THIS A HANDICAP TO TOWN ACCEPTANCE OF LAUREL DRIVE ANDZCR MOCCASTN
HILL, AND PROVIDED THAT IF THE EASEMENY BE ACUTALLY USED.FOR A -DRIVE:#
WAY TH{ OWNER OF THE HQUSE LOT S0 SERVED SHALL PARTICIPATE IN THE
MAINTENANCE OF BROWN'!§ WOOD ROADS ON A PRO RATA BASIS AS LONG AS
THE ROADS REMAIN PRIVATE,

ihe Clerk was alge requested te publish a statement from the
Balssrs, which I haven't peceived and whieh is net necessavy anyhow
now beceuse on Feb. 2 Fim and Carol Meyer registered a delaringz
objschicn to the above agreement. They feel the decisi%n alorLid
ve postroned until we know more about the likelihood of getting our
reoads accepted, especially since this easement use is not immediately
needsad. -
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The Meeting Adjourned Precipitously.

* W 9% " 3 o o

The Vote re Sale of Lot 21 for Browning Land involved, how shall we
say - a considerable

amount of mind-changing before, during and after the voting period,
making the task of totalling results extremely difficult. A recount
has been requested.

We herewith present once more the count, and request that any
member who feels he should be recorded differently please notify the
Clerk, shortly.

YES NO
MORTON BRAUN LYMAN ALLEN
ESTHER BRAUN NANCY ALLEN
DAVE FREENMAN HOMER ECHHARDT
CONNIE FREEMAN MARY ECKHARDT
RANNY GRAS STUART GROVER
ANN GRAS JOHN HARRIS
HD HEALY NAOMI HARRIS
HELEN HEALY JACQUES HILL
MANNY KRAMER RUTH KRAMER
DICK MORGAN ; PAUL LOEWENSTEIN
TED POLUMBAUM JIM MEYER
NYNA POLUMBAUM CAROL MEYER
DAVE SHANSKY MOLLY MORGAN
NETTIE SHANGSKY KAL NOVAK
BOB SMULOWICZ NELL NOVAK
VERA SMULOWICZ ED RAWSON
LANG WALES NANCY RAWSON
RUTH WALES DAVE RITSON

EDDA RITSON
SOPHIE LOLWENSTEIN

L w e w w * W ¥* * i

ABOUT THE POND
Pollution Solutioni The result of the purity test, made by Waltham

3 Laboratories on a sample taken by Jacques Hill
near the dam site, are as follows:

WATER (that's reassuring, anyway)
Goli-Aerogenes Greup
Presumptive test inj
b= 10 mls POPrLIONE sssessessccssssssassss 5/5 positive

l1-1.0ml. por‘bion,é.....--............-.- 1/1 positive
(continued on next page)
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¥ = 0.3 Mls POBlLdrie sespcainsavecsn 173 pogitive
ml.
1 - 0401 portioﬁ posdbdoddasiasescsie l/l negative

E. coll confirmed in 2- 10 ml. portions

Based on the above examination at the time of sampling,
the water examinecd was found to contain some sewage
contamination.

Standard Plate Count (at 37 dege C) 4esseess 890 ccs

P.S. by Jacques Hill: "He says it would probably be worse when it
hasn'% rained for a couple of days. OK for swimming if
chlorinated, probably.

The Soluticn to this problem is simpler then to the other ond)
fer in this case the Board of Health is very much on our.side.
However, rather than call them in unnecessarily. we have spoken
to the upstream dwellers about the matter. Mr. Davis admitted
the contamimation might come from a septic tank serving one of his
rental houses and located between the house and the brook and
with a non-perforated pipe leading out toward the brook. He
velunteered to see and do whatever is necessary, being of the
opinion that substituting perforated pipe headed the other way
might be enough, or he might investigate a pump he saw advertised
which aerates the contens of a tank or cess-pool, All in all he
was most co-operative and remarked in passing -~ "I hope you all
get your pond",

General TLaw 111 , after we discovered it, was noted to have quite
a few apparent loopholes, judging by the number

of swimming ponds on reservoir watershed streams., lost of these

are small and private, but the Town of W:ston owns end operates

an artificial pond which when built was supposed to rely pretty much

on a brook snd ground water, and would have if the school con-
struction had not diverted much of this and necessitated the addi-
tion of Town water main water. The outlet, however, is still into
a brock heading toward the Cambridge Reservoir. This pond, about
100* x 300! has been used by 2,000 persons in cne day, and has
nsver been found contaminated, theugh 1% is checksd every two
weeks, There is no filtratilon system, and I belileve no chlorina-
tion., The water is gerated at night by being pumped through jets.
This provides cooling as well as some purifying.

Morton Braun asked the State Board of Health, how sbout this,
and after they had investigated the history they explained thet
the water from there gets impounded in a swamp and becomes (tech-
nically speaking) "ground water" before reaching the reservoir.
Well, could we manufacture a similar gituation? Yes, we probably
gould, The Board would like to eheck our plans before we start
any action, and we would do well to hire an engineer Tfamiliar
with the Board's standards. As for the Cambridge Water Comnission-
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ers, they usually are satisfied with the recommendations of the
Board of Health.

The next step, if anybody wants to take it, is to contact
one of these engineers (Mort Braun has soms names) and get an
idea of what his ideas would be and how much it would cost to get
them in details and how much mcre it would cost to carry them outs

KY) Y &, v A, A, 3,
w 4 g o o n aw o

BALLOT Belcw are two ballots for voting on Lot 21 versus road
renair versus the Executive Committees One ballot for

each voter in the family. They will be collected personally; unless

you live in Newton.

This vote will be passed if a majority vote YES. That is,
a majority of the membership.
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Gerne ral Meeting Loewensgtaling? Sunday, March

Agenda:

1) Elsetion procedurs

2) Road Repair Program

3} Budget
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Executive Committee leeting:

The Executive Cormittee held a meeting on bharch 18, attended
by Jacques Hill, Paul Loewensteln, liamny Kramer, Ann Gras, and
Sophie Loewenstein. ;

It was decided to repeat the election procedure of las®
year, hopefully with the same committee in charge; if you re-
member, the system was to elect five psrsons to the executive
comittee, by a sort of graded choice ballot, and let the filve
decide bhetween them who would be whab.

The road repair program was discussed at lengith. DMr. Pitts
has been pursuing the drainage easement, but has not achleved com-
plete agresement with Hunsaker and Blakely as yet, or at least
nothing has been signed. The plan of the easement has been drawn
up, giving consideration to the subdivided but unbullt-on house
lot that exists in that area. No indication is given of how
16ng the Town would take to put in their part of the storm drain
after they do get the easemont.

Various possibilities for BW actlon include: ninimum maine
tenance, as in the past; renewal of damsged parts of surface by
application of oil and sand (not Just patching)s resurfacing of
entire road system = generally recommended by experts to reduce
future deteriorations resurfacing of entire road system plus
the few Hther improvements needed to make Laurel Drive acceptable
immedis®ely; also various combinations and permutations of thesge
alternates.

The VOTE to sell Lot 21 if necessary for road repslirs was
passed by a substential majority, though not all votes have been
recelved yet. With this assurance that the roads will all be ac-
cepted eventually, it should be possible to look at the interim
solutions more objectively.

Kal Novsk was unsble to attend this meebing as he had hoped,
so the authorization to draw up the BUDGET was delegated by the
Committee as a whole to Kal and Jacgues, FPresumably a copy can
be printed up and sent to sach family before the meeting.

The Committee received a letter of resignation from Ranny
Gras, "road engineer”, who finds the new recreational program
will consume all of his free time. The Committee will contact
Howard Snelling and Roger Hilton to see if they can work for

BW and the Town at the same time, or if they have other sguge-
gestions,
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BROWN S WOOD, INCORPORATED
BUDGET APRIL 1, 1960 - OCTOBER 1, 1960
Taxes $ 165 —
Adminlistrative Expenses 20 FO
Insurance 130 | 20
Sums due by adjudgment e ovas —
Legal Services 100 /00
Tool Maintenance 28 a8
Road Maintenance 150 o0
Road Flowing 250 252
Restoration of Contingency Accouht 500 500
Restoration of Worklng Capital Fund 180 < 15D
j PP
TOTAL $1,490 37
ASSETTS AVAILABLE 2951 kS
N i _-—-—"—-""5_3 ] ST
PO BE RAISHD BY ASSE3SMENT: 300 ¢ I oo
MinimumAssessment, 22 at $26@ ylelds $550. 8.
Excess $241 can be set aside for road repair, i | 5‘7 ' 27)
e o ® ° @ o e ° ® o 4—1 i
/ f/;?
STATEMENT OF ASSETTS MARCH 23, 196/0——!%-63
o8]
Cash on hand, Harvard Trust Co. $8.4901 REE2. 511
Assgsessments recelvable 810 299,13
o
Total Assebts $9,611 &3?&,5‘4
o= |
Reserved for Road Repairs ” %7 l
as of October, 1959 $8,880 _ .
less drainage work for : g v
Lots 17 and 19 . : 350 ;

Current Road Repalr Account

dhy Ry

38,530

L A e AR S L A

$1,081
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GoNER AL LIS TING OF MARCH 87

Present at the LoeWemgteins' were Paul and Sophle Loewenstein,

Jacques HIl1l, Lyman Allen, Morton and Esther Braun, Homer
Eckhardt, Lang and Ruth Wales, Bob Smulowlez, . Dave Shansky and
Ann Gras.

Elections Conmittee was found to be still somewhat disorganized.
A report will be made at the next general
meeting, The Committee will get five memwbers elected to the
Exscutive Committee, which flive members will then decide among
themselves who shall hold which office, = Xal Novak has an-
nounced that he cannot possibly serve on the Executive Committees,
having no. time for msetinga; however he i3 willing to serve as
Agssitant Treasurer, and keep the books. This is much appreciated.

Road Repair Progress: No news from Selectmen, they have been busy

with Town affairs so i& geemed best notio
pPester them. As we saw at Town Meeting, the Selectmen do their
best to work these things out so it doeam't ccst ths Town anything;
this means making the citizens from vhom the Town is getting land
or sasements, satlsfied with the whole arrangement. This means
ne%gtiating slowly, about on a par with Brown's Wood's speed of
action,

Immediate Laurel Drive Acceptence seems the moat economical step

: g s, under the ecirecumstances. Even
after the Town gets the easement, if they do, the drain pipe may
not be installed for quite a whiles We could at least relieve our=
selves of the burden of maintaining Laurel Drive. This idesa had
been dlscussed with Bob Smulowlcz and Dave Shansky, who now dxe
pressed thelr considered views, " §

Long=run Effect on Moccasin Hill: While Laurel Drive's ecceptance

s 2% this time might save sgome ;
money for the whole cormunity, it would probably have an undepire
able effect for the residents and users of Moccasin Hill, for the
following several reasons:

1) Nobody weuld feel - more urgency to do anything about
MH (except the few residengnK. The search for a solution might
be allowed to dras on for years.

2) Many famllies, having no interest in BW, would cease to
pay assessments., Ewven 1f the large reserves now get aside for
acceptance repairs were to be made available for maintenance,
such as periodic oiling and sanding, these reserves would run out
or be depleted to the point where thay could not cover the cost
of making the road aceeptable when the Town was ready to do some-
t o
3) Rather than deplete the reserves, the group might just let
the road go, allowing it to deteriorate., Real estate values would
be lowered,

4) This winter, even with everyone interested, the roads
were poorly maintained and at times impassible. Laurel Drive's




acceptance, by reducing the interest, would only aggravate this proe-
blem.

Other Solutions, it seemed, should be pursued or at least considered
and discugsed with the Selectmen. For instance,
dead=ending lower Loccasin Hill, by install a turn-around at the
bend and tearing up, sbandoning or keeping private the connecting
streteh of roadg this could be done now, without any effort by the
Town. It would have the beneficial résult of keeping unnecessary
traffic off of ILaurel Drive. It would probably be the cheapest
golution. Perhaps there are other ways that have not been considered
enoughe

Certainty we have that we can get Laurel Drive accepted, with less

than half of our assets. If we can agree to do this much
as soon as possible, then all our reserves and agsessments and energy
and attention can thereafter be concentrated on Moccasin Hill.

At present 1t seems pointless to talk to Selsctmen about other
solutions than the draine-pipe, since they consider that the ideal,
and have already put some effo to it. However, Bob Smulowicz
and Dave Shangky could a8 private Individuals go to the Selectmen
and satisfy themselves as %o the possibilities.

& Ass the dréinﬁgLPQgi .the only solution, and that it will
take a long time to get 1t,

Hill that thelr road will be taken care of? They are now using eco-
nomic pressure to get the corporation to take steps which 1t cannot
take, apparently.

Guarantees: While getting Laurel Drive asccepted; we could agree:
1) to revise the corporate structure so that decisions
could be made freely by s small number of members, acting perhaps
as trustees.

2) To abolish all other encumbrances such as options
and restrictions that have to be pursued at legal expense

3) To strengthen the power of the "trustees” to collect
agssessments.

) To assure that all reserved assets and all income
from assessments could only be used for the preservation and ultimate
acceptance of Moccasin Hill.

It was suggested that Lang draw up these agreements more formally

. for presentation at the next general neeting.

"ecan we assure the residents of Moccasin

New Road Engineers: Ranny Gras has resigned as road engineer, and sug-

gested that BW hire Snelling and Hilton to carry
on, They are willing if they can find the time. They certainly seem
the ones best able to help us satisfy the Town. It was ~GRILD: Tg
autherize the _meesutive Cormittee to retain the services of Heward
and Hezer Hilten for the degign and execution of the reoad
tanee repair programs 3

"It was also decided to invite S, and/or H. to the next meeting.

[ e

WEREED, that the Budget for Apryil 1, 39680 to SJspterber a1,
1260, bs approved as published.

Meeting édjounneg.

L
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MEETING NOTICE

General Meeting Sumdey April 24
Wales House 8300 Pu

This 13 the Annuel Meeting adjowrned from Saturday, April ®

Reports of Offisers, 1960 - 1960
Digcussion of Road Acceptance Program
Approval of Electicn Results
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Election Resulta: The Election Committes, chaired by Ruth Kramer,

announces that the following members are willing
to serve on the Execubive Committes for the next year: Homer
Eekherdt, Jacques H1ll, Paul Loewenstein, Dave Shansky, Ruth Wales.
A survey of the entire membership failed to discover any other
eager candidates. :

Since the number of these candidates axac equals the number
of officers on the Executive Committes, the Elections Committee
conziderg the formal procedure of an slection wnnecessary.

Therefore, unless there are ohjections, the Exeeutive Commitiee
for the year = 1968 will be

Jacques Hil1l1
Paul Loewensbtein
Dave

Ruth Weles

Snelling and Hilton Hired: Howard Snelling and Roger Hilton have
agresd to try to solve the engineering
problems of Brown's Wood's road ascceptance, Your reporier doesg not
vet lnow whether one of them will be able to abtend the April 14
neeting, but if so, it will be announced,

Chat with Filtts: Dave Shan and Bob Smlowicz, as private citi-

geng, met with Cherles Pittes to digouss the Moc~
casin Hill doldrums., Mr. Fitts assured thom that the ecasement ar-
rangements are nearing eompletion, and that s a different so=
lution involving the acceptance of a modified casin Hill would
require approval of another Town Meeting. In return, Dave and Bob
clarified the situation = that BW residents and BW corporation are
one and the same, that the road problem is not the result of indif-
erence but of our peculiar corporate form of co=operation (7). All
in all the meeting seemed well worth while.

Cooo.oooooooooooooaoo.ooco-.oooho

We have Kittens, just what youlve been looking for all these years.
Long 1line of good mousers and patlent pets. 3See

them at the Greses.




BROWH ¢S WOOD, INCORPORATED

BUDGET APRIL 1, 1960 - OCTOBER 1, 1960
Taxes $ 165
Administrative Expenses : 20
Insurance 130
Sums due by adjudgment o
Legal Services 100
Tocl Maintenance 26
Road Maintenance 150
Road Plowing 250
Restoration of Contingency Accouht 500
Restoration of Working Capital Fund 180
TOTAL $1,490
ASSETTS AVAILABLE 1,081
TO BE RAISED BY ASSE3SMENTS 409

MinimmAssessment, 22 at $25@ ylelds $8650.
Excess $14) can be set aside for road repair,

(] @ (] (] @ (V] L Ll L L L¥ ]

STATEMENT OF ASSETTS MARCH 23, 1960
Cash on hand, Harvard Trust Co. $8,801
Asgsessments recelvable - 810
Total Assettis $9,611
Reserved for Road Repalrs

as of October, 1959 $8,880

less drainagge work for

Lots 17 and 19 380
Current Road Repair Account $8,530

Assetts Available $1,081
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REPORT OF ANNUAL MKETING, APRIL 24 by aegs clerk

This meeting was adjourned from S&tﬁrday' April 9, the date

. specified in the By-Laws of the Corporati’.on. ;

Present at the Wales house wers Rubh and Gang Wales, Vera Smulowicz
Sophie Loewenstein, Ruth Krghéi'. Martin agd'Arienne' Ba.lser,’
Jacques Hill, Stuart Grover, Dave Shansky and Ann Gras.

Announcement Te Picks: Wouldebe rock-busters are being foiled

Information T6ddiAg Mtﬁiﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁ :é;&gg wmis Wood picks.

& piek pocketers
will be much appreciated, though perhgps Aot rewarded.
. PRESIDENT!@ REPORT, i+ ... .. .- RS P

oy oo B 5 %
’ E L.rlt‘.i?;

ooy .
SIENTO LS

(Jacques Hill's cheery message, ad libbed at the meeting, is
‘here presented more formally.) * BORIBERS BREV :

‘1th "Dugigg tltle past year al:é:oét n;thing was accomplished towards
either o e _two go we oy ourselves eighteen months

. We spent much time.in sion with others
selves about the purchase &~ '8 or 80 of

In the end we falled to. r%gch eme with the other parties
involved and a majority of pulr, % "yoted against the pur-
chase. This action probabl tmw “énd ‘of the corporation’s
interest in common-land develop: BF S Ny wane

Negotiations between our road engineer end the Selectmen
(represented by Sunelling and Hilton) led to no firm agreement on a
drainage plan acceptable to the Town. The Selectmen did not obtain
the easement from Messrs. Hunsaker and Blakely which they ingist 1s
necess for proper disposal of the water from our roads., At the
end of the year. At the end of the year it was declded to put the
entire road improvement programin the hands of Snelling and Hilton
and to act. on the basis of their gdviceée, both in eonstructing the
new drainage system and in maintaining and dmproving the road sur-

face. e Sy
: In view of this dismal record, it is not surprising that the
“dnterest of the members in’the activitiés of the corporation is at
an all time low. ‘?%u%ag been very difficult to find five candidates
for next year's executive committee.  The only Job the membership
seems to want them to do is to keep ‘the corporation going untll the
town accepts the roads. Let us hope that they will be successfule.

Respectfully submitted,
Jacques H1ll"
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TREASURER® S REPORT

(This report was not presented at the meeting, the Treasurer . '
being absent, but here it is:) .

BROWN'S WOOD, INCORPORATED

gstatement of Income and Exgenﬁg
' » m »

Cash on hand, Harvard Trust Co., April 1, 1958: $ 109.58
R'e'd from members, @ assessments: 990,00
Rte'd from sale of lot #6: 8,998 .50
Totels ~10,008.08
Disburaeme;xza: : ( sodd y 232,00
Road maintenance (drop inlet cleaning, patching): o
Tool maintenance: ¢y 29,72
Snow plowing (?!58-159) ; 180,00
Legal fees: 2135.40
Road development (drainage repatrs, Lots 17 & 19): 349,75
Insurance 37,90
Administrative expenses: 5,00
Real Estate taxes 149 .40
Total I’IEI’ P ly
Balance on hand, Mar. 31, 1960, Harvard Trust Co.? 8,900.91 .
Cash held in escrow, County Bank and Trust Co.: 1,020,50
Assessments receivable, Mar. 31, 1960: 654,73
Assessments on hand, not deposited: *55.,00
Total liquid assets and receivables: s °

Regpectfully submltted,
Kalman Novak, Treas.

Revised Budget: The Budget published for April 1, 1960 to October

1, 1960, should be revised as roilowa: The Casgh
on Hand in HTC should $8,901 (see above), not $8,801 as published.
The Total Assets then become $9,711, and the Assets avallable,
$1,181., Thus the amount to be ralsed by assessment 1s only $309
instead of $409, and an excess of $241, rather than §141, will be
set aside for road repair. If requested, we will re-publish the
entire budget as corrected, but these are the only changes.
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ROAD REPAIR PROGBAM

Sael1ing and ft1ten, tﬁ:g,m ’

have aaraed to tackle BW's pro=-
of their assistants in charge.

The first step will be to é.”a drawn so farg ‘give an
estimate of the cost of , al plans. ‘&hey do not
have time for 1s supervision o mﬂm Wﬂﬁ. f‘fhbir ‘only “sug-
geated out for this was for us 1-.0 cqntrwtdru Tecommended by
hem, who wouldn't ‘heed much sﬁps qg) s :
Easement: Sti1l in the mill, Blake g s1114g wore ﬁo neet
=—"""and digouss details of ea:ﬂnibn m\r B:t:' ',rgfq 1&nd, bus
‘Blakely falled to make ﬁsl. Ano *da:], i o

General Po]g oy Sna " ﬁ'éeém B“és‘t é’ﬂf -*‘Eo i'ill our

The.
putting a
solution,
by &tself, ‘ irainage
did hg cvottm 1dea of qe
themddle-no d Pitts elthe
Shansky and Bob Smuowi.os !x;

LITTLE LAWSUIT v nnd L4 1

Melone, our snow=plower a.nd pavemont-breakor of three winters ago,

£inally took legal action over the discrepancy between the
$160 check sent him in the spring of 1958 and the $276 bill he had
gent us. (The difference, you will recall, was considered barely
enough to pay for filling in the holes go‘uged by Melonet's trucks).
Anyway, the matter was settled without the uﬁstanca of the court
‘for another $40, or & tots.l of m L .

4w
e

BALSERS JOINING US
Mem‘bership_: 'gzéon thelr appl.tcation for membership being presented
Waa AGA L

House Plang: The Balsers' house plans were presented and duly
approved.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2

It was AGR2ED:  That the fxec
TOR1 1 3 q

YTy YL G 4--,-} 3 Dava ‘,-“m -~
L C-A P RSE § B T L 55 5 S JRANVE 2 A Ry E

The President then endeavoured to adjou:rn the meeting, but without
success, and a lively discussion followed, on Road Maintenance,

ROAD MAINTENANCE

Itts been a long time that we 've been saying "town acceptance
of tha roads is just around the corner". Because of thls op imism,
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which we can now see was unjustified, we many times put off what :
was clearly called for = olling the road to preserve what aspects . :
oould be preserved. Are we going to continm putting it o If

won't this result, as it pmoha'bly already, in Mﬁb cogt=
.’mg far more in the end? In some dreas the geems to be already
losing its crown, which must be difficult Wouldn't an
0iling now pay ror itself in preventing mﬁghor inthrlngging and Iash-
outs and break-up

‘ Snelling and Hilton d‘dud that z!.nn some au.'h.oo must be

torn up in the final dralnage Tepairs, would be well to wait for
those before re-surfacing, = But do Sneliing and Hiltem think of
anybthing besides town acceptance of the road Obviously the town
would prefer a brand new surface when they tm it over; but what
about our problem of interim maintenance?

We alfgways choose between do. ".mthj.pi" and doing "everything

to get the roads ted", s slow :Ln put_t:lng in
gr pipe, orsw H are dﬁgﬂ ' the total cost ex-
ceeds our assets, qnﬂ we camot

& h.in‘ & . d . 4- o w th:ll ﬂntel'.
fust we again ? s Ty e

It was stated thatb: and ! ;_-f ar to be the bost people to gd- ,
Pibe usy Spap toey Wil be Sctiforind dnserin paintengooe
the surface when they come to. ; MQ& mi"c ‘and that meanwhile,
of course, the road will be pate ;

A meeting with Snelling and El-lton will be arranged within the
next two weeks. stuart Grover volunteersd to Join in the discussion.

; FL L \s.l" l!"’h Y !
OFFICERS - oidas 230l &

The meeting did begin to adjm Maw a éruhtns thunder#torm;
the new Executive Committee, three of whom wede present in person and
one by proxys tried to settle who would do what, but your reporter
must admit with all mmasonable apologies that she did not find the
reaultsiolearly flefined at all except that Jacques Hill would again
be Preslident.




MEETING NOTIGCHSH

GENERAL MEETING JULY 14
Gras Home ' : 8:30 MM
AGENDA

1, LIMITED AG SECOND CONSIDERATION

That Lot 21 be sold %o Mr. and Mrg. Willlam Ramgey for
$7,000, provided that, if the Executive Committee decides
that a drainage easement on Lot 21 would comntribute to the
solution of the problem of gaining town acceptance of our
roads, such an easement be one of the conditions of the
sale, Objectors are Dave and Nettle Shansky and R, Gres,

2. Reconsideration (if in order) of Balser membsrship appli-
cation.

3, Consideration of proposal to re-surface road this fall
whether or not drainage improvements have been defined
and can be completed at the same time,

4, Consideration of new propesal; submitited as compromise to
the Limited Agreement sbove, approved by objectoras to sald
Limited Agreement:

That Iot 21 be gold to Mr. and Mrs. Willian Ramsey,
for the sum of $7,000, and subject to any drainage sase-
ment considered necessary by the Executive Cormititee,

,' by authorisation of a vote of the majority of
the rs, the corporation has entered into a contract to
purchase another parcel of land of at least equal size, or

when such sale is in order as authorized by vote of
the maJority of the members in February 1960, "to make
road repairs such that both of the Corporation's roads may
be accepted by the Town of Lincoln", sr when the lot becomes

available for any ot_!pr Treason.
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REPORT OF GENBERAL MEETING,

June 50, 1960, Polumbaums?® - by P. Loewensteln
Clerk

Pregent: Ann (Grasg, Ruth Kramer, Nettie Shansky, Dave Shansky,

; Jacques Hill, Esther Braun, Homer Eckhardt, Kal Novak,
Paul ILoewenstein, Sophie ILoewenstein, Ruth Wales, Ed

Healy, Nina Polumbaum, Ted Polumbaum, Molly Morgan, Stuart Grover.

1) Membership of Balsers: A single objection was reglstered {(in May)
'~ to the admission of the Balsers %o mem-
bership in Brown8s Wood. The reasons for the objection were given
in a letter to the President.’ = It wap pointed out that refusal of
membership automatically cancels any financial obligation toward
Brown's Wood, Ipitiatibn1gf'Linited;Wa'v%r of Consensus was reques-
ted, = It was pointed out after the mé%&ing that the Walver o
Consensus procedure has to be sbarted within 30 days after the ori=
ginal objection. This réﬁui?iﬁﬁht‘was not met and the Balser mem-
bership would have to be reconsidered from the beginning. Beicrs

the next meeting the Balsers will be asked whether they are still ine-
terested. e omge e

4 ¥

2) Road: The present situation 1s as follows: Mr. Blakeley has re-

"  fused permission to dump water on any part of his land.
This effectively kills the most likely solution to the road problem.
Tnstead of dumping the water on Mr. Blalkeley's land it may be possible
%o comduct it down Weston Rd. into Weston. An informed estimate of
this pipe alone is $12,000., It may bo possible to obtain $1,000
from Blakeley since this would improve the value of his land, In
addition the necessary work on our roads would bring The total to
an estimated $26 - $30,000. About 3 of this would be available. I%
was suggested that this may be the only alternative outgide of
keepinz the road private. ol :

Several other possibilities were mentioned. We are walting for
a dsoision of the Water Board to know if 1t may be possible to aban-
don ILower Moceasin Hill. This raises a number of new problems. The
shortened Moccasin Hill will probably not be acceptable by the Town
at present. Thls possibility led to a long and heated discussion
about the advisability of gebtting Laurel Drive accepted without
Moccasin Hill, and the possibility of assuring proper maintenance
for Woccasin Hille. N e

A proposal was made to empower the Executive Committes to have
both roads resurfaced at present. This was defeated. - Another
proposal was made to require a majority instead of consensus to de-
termine the amount of money to be spent on resvrfacing. Thils was
also defeated. =~ It was suggested that the Executive Commititee get
in contact with Snelling %o explore any other possible solutions.

3) Proposed and AGHREER} That the Executive Cormlttee may spend
up to 3250 for immediabte pateching of the

roads, (Only $150 had been budgeted) .




4) Sale of Lot 21 to the Ramgey family: The Hamseys, a Negro famidy,

have been on the top of the

Brown's Wood walting 1list for some tiwe. They would like to buy

Lot 21, but will make other plans if Lot 21 does mot become avalilable

in thé near future. A number of statements in favor of selling Lot
21 to a Negro family, and the Ramseys in partieular, were made.

An objection was raised and two reasons for this objeetion were
given: a) if Lot 21 is sold it should be sold %o the highesat bidder
on the open market; b) (with more emphasis) Lo 21 represents our
last common land and we should hold onto it or some commion land and
try to revive the Brown's Wood cormunity spirit, - The first point
was countered by the faect that no lot in Brown's Wood so far has
been s0ld to the highest bidder. The second point was countered by
the almost certalnty of the sale of Lot 21 in any event to pay for
road repairs, and the shifting of interest from Brown's Wood
activities to the Happy Valley Project.

On the other hand, "road repairs" are so much up in the air that
theére 1s no certainty about s and the Happy Valley Project is
not yet an actuality. The objections were sustained and Initiation
of Limited Waiver of anaensul4'as requested.

LIIITED‘AGREEIEHT & FIRST PUBLICATION

AGREED: That IAT 21 be sold to Nr, and Mrs. William Remsey for
$7,000, If necessary, this sale is to include an easement making it
possible to use part of Iot 21 as a drainage area for Laurel Drive.

This proposa.l waq o‘bjectad to by Nettie anﬂ Duve Shansky at .
the meeting, and subaequently by Ranny Gras, ;

Nexk: Meeting JU1y 14, 1960 :  "_‘ﬁ‘r"

_p-h_‘lb nnnnnn —m¢-u-——-9u-pq ————————

TOEELTE O

Letter to the Editor:

; I have rezistered an objbotion to . spending additional money for
patching the. road because this expenditure 1s not a part of any agreed
upon plan for re-surfacing the road.

A large part of the BW membership recognizes that failure to re-
surface the road before next winter will result in the need to rebuild
substantial sections of it. This conclusion is supported by many in-
formed individuals who have considered the state of the pavement., Only

& fayof these have been road contractors with special interests, and
even reoed contractors may be well informed on road maintenance.

1f we patch without re-dgurfacing, we waste both the patching cost
and the wvalue of the road bed. If we do re-surface, patching is a
first step, It appears to me that if we're not going to protect our
investment in the road by re-surfacing it at a cost of 10 - 15% of
its value, we might as well save the cost of patching.

But. ¥We mag; some day, perhap:, ggzg to lay some gggegtintorder
to complete the al rovements are a pre-re site to
acceptgnoe, Shouldn?%gweiﬁgld off re-surfacing ugtil this 1s done?

If the drainage improvements can be defl this summer, they can
be. completed before re~surfacing. Even 1f they can't, it would cost
us less to dig up portions of the new paving next, year, install pi
and then repave those areas, than to have to rebuild any of the roa

T suggest we agree to resurface this fall with or without drainaga

improvements; and after we agree, patech immediately. . har
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REPORT OF JULY 1% MEETING: Reported by Paul and .
Sophie Loewenstein

General Meeting, Gras house, 8:30 PM

Present: Dave and Nettie Shansky, Lyman Allen, Stuart Grover,

Ann and Ranny Gras, Esther Braun, Kal Novak, Mary Eck-
hardt, Bob Smulowicz, John Harris, Ruth Wales, Sophie Loewenstein,
Nina Polumbeum.

Drainage: The Water Board has agredd reluctantly that lower
il Moccasin Hill could be torn up and made into an ease-
ment . ‘

Planning Board and Selectmen do not like to lose lover
Moccasin Hill. They are trying to vork out another solution. This
may consist of catching as much as possible of the water now drain-
ing onto lower Moccasin Hill from upper Moccasinm Hill and Laurel @
Drive and to dispose of it elsewhere, probably by dumping it on
Lot 21, If they agree on this type of sclution it will be mandatery
and the only other choice left to BW will be to keep both roads
private.

Sale of lot 21 to Ramseys: It was reported that the Ramseys need an

immediate assurance 1f the lot will be-
come available to them but do not need to start bullding or buying
at OnGUa ek 1

It was suggested that the Ramseys be admitted to Brown's Wood
wembership. This was not followed up because they have nmot applied
for membership. ‘

It was stated that Lot 21 should not be spld unless needed. On
the other hand completely resurfacing the road may require more cash
"than is now on hand, L TR ’ '

It may be easier to remain tax-exempt if B.W, holds a plece of
common land. : w3 ' :

The drainage complication was already taken care of in the pro-
posal to sell Lot 21 as it already was worded., But a decision on
this matter of drainage easement was essentially left in the hands
of the executive committeee and the membership opposed this,

It was proposed and  AGREED: That the Ramsey family should
have the right of first refusal of Lot 21 for 30 days at fair market
price, if and wvhen the lot beoomes avallsble for sals.

The earlier Limited mt to sell Lot 21 to the Ramseys was
defeated by the objections o and Ranny Gras and Dave and Nettie
Shensky .

g% was proposed, but not agreed, that Lot 21 be sold to the Ram-
seys now, that the money be used for road repairs as needed and any
money left over be irrevocably earmarked for common land or recreation-

al facilities.,
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Road: It was reported that Warren Flint has expressed the opinion
that our road would be badly damaged ithis winter if it 1s not
resurfaced. - Resurfacing now and putting in drainage later will
- involve extra expemse but. this will be less than rebuilding the entire
road., Some immediate supplementary drainage was considered necessary
to protect the new surfasce. . .« o °: » B @] .
It was AGREED: . That we pateh and resurface the road as soon
&8 possible this year, with due respect for town recommendations.
- It vas considered vital, proposed, and Vi
ALSO AGREED: To make repairs to existing dralnagg &
tial for protection of ne‘ surface, 7These repairs DA
thres hundred dollars.: P :
It was proposed but not agreed to spend $50 fo
signs and for "private road signs, to reduce traffic ¢
surface. - w il o e
Mary Eckhardt volunteered to make such signs free of charge.

Balser membership: It was pointed out that the Balsers' membership
. : vas refused by one single objection due to

neglect on the part of the Executive Committee. It was proposed to
try to remedy this situation but no agreement on this was reached
because it was felt that this was too late.

The Balsers were contacted and informed that a re-application
for membership could be approved even if one family objected. They
prefer not to re-apply at this time. - .

4‘" xceed

End'qereporf




