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This meeting was con 
members had not returned from New York. 

Lnformally because several 

A large part of the meeting concerned the poss ib i l i ty of 
building a "passive" computer. For the purposes of the meeting, i t was 
agreed that "active" elements insert energy into the system while "pas­
sive" ones do not, and that "s ta t ic" elements do not contain changing 
memory units while "dynamic" ones do. A block diagram does not show 
which elements are active or passive (but should be drawn with the elec­
t ronic elements in mind), but i t does show which are dynamic or s t a t i c . 

A s t a t i c multiplier (or any other operator) could be bui l t 
by the "table" method of wiring crystals in a matrix according to the 
multiplication (or other operation) table , but this usually requires 
an astronomical number of c rys ta l s . H. Orosch proposed a s ta t i c multi­
p l i e r which s t a t i c a l l y adds s ta t ica l ly-sh i f ted par t ia l products. This 
mult ipl ier s t i l l uses a great many c rys ta l s . Although i t would be nice 
to have a one-microsecond mult ipl ier , such as th i s , i t i s not necessary 
because multiplication i s hardly common enough to jus t i fy the hardware 
involved. I t was suggested that a good s t a t i c multiplier might be 
operated "backwards" as a s t a t i c divider. 
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It might be p rac t i ca l , on the other hand, to make use of a 
small s tat ic element (such as an octal multiply "t 
I t in a dynamic system. The problem, then, wouldiC^ 
s i z e for the s t a t i c elements. O v 
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D. Brown br ie f ly described D. Buck's f e r r o - e l e c t r i c switch, which 
i s somewhat s i m i l a r , l o g i c a l l y , to K. 01 s e n ' s ferro-magnetic switch,. 

The following system has not been worked ou t , but was suggested 
"by R„ Mayer a s a poss ib i l i t y? Not only could the control matrix be placed 
i n storage ( s e e M-IH07), but the whole computer could. This might be v i s u ­
a l i z e d as a complete block diagram drawn on a magnetic drum with magnetic 
s i g n a l s . As t h e drum revo lves , various p a r t s of the block diagram come 
under the heads (which are interconnected in a very simple way) and perform 
a s the drum d i c t a t e s . Visua l ized in t h i s way, i t would probably be too 
slow for WWII, but would p rov ide a very convenient b a t t l e f i e l d for working 
ou t logical connections for any future machine (computer or o therwise) . 

I t was suggested t h a t symbols for ferro-magnetic c i r c u i t s should 
be discussed a t some future meeting. 

(Rol l in P. May%r) 

RPMsap 
Norman H. Taylor) 
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