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War Department,

1400. Washington City,

February 10, 1380.

Sir}

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication

of the 3rd. instant , relative to the arms, %c., loaned to the

Massachusettis Institute’'of Technology, and enclosing a copy of a

letter upon the subject addressed by Professor John M. Ordway, of

that Institute, to the Honorable WeF.Field, with copy of a note of

transmittal thereof from the latter, which copies bear dates res-

peetiively, of the 3Ist ultimo and 2nd. instant.

From the letter of Professor Ordway it appears that the

arms have been returned to the Watertown Arsenal, that the equip-

ments would be turned in on the Monday following the date of his

letter, and that all articles not returned and all damages will be

promptly paid for whenever the same shall be reported. Referring

to these conditions, you express the opinion that, if they be

fulfilled, this Department will not deem it necessary to insti-

tute lepal proceedings in the case, as was requested in its letter

of the 27th ultimo, and state that the papers therewith transmitt-

ed to you, will be held to await further advice upon the subject.

Replying, I have the honor tc state that, if the arms,
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%Cey are turned in to the Watertown Arsenal, as has been ordered,

and all losses and damages promptly paid for, there will be no ne-

cesgity for bringing suit.

As from the letter of Professor Ordway it seems that he

supposes the order for the return of the arms, &amp;cs to have been

based upon misrepresentations made to this Department, I would

state that the Chief of Ordnance in a report to this Department

dated the 6th instant, says The order for the return of these

"arms, %c, was not made on account of any representations or mis=

representations referred to in the within letter from Mr. Ordway,

“but solely to carry out the law and regulations that provide for

®*issues of arms to Colleges where an army officer is on duty. As

“there is no army officer now on duty at this Institution, the

“arms, &amp;c, cannot be retained there.”

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) Alex. Ramsey

Secretary of Wars

The Honorable

The Attorney General.
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

The Stated Annual Session of the Acapemy will be
held in Washington City, commencing on Tuesday, the
20th of April next, at 11 A. M.

The members of the Council are requested to meet at
10 A. M.

The place of meeting will be announced hereafter.
Members having communications to make are request-

ed to send the titles of the same, together with an esti-
mate of the time required for each, to the Home Secretary
several days before the commencement of the session.

The term of office of the Foreign Secretary expires
at this session.

AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

The following substitutes for Section 5, Article IV.,
and the last clause of Section 2, Article V., were reported
by the Council at the stated session in April, 1879, dis-
cussed in Committee of the Whole, and adopted to be
voted upon at the stated session in April, 1880: —

Section 5, ArricLE IV.
Sect. 5. Elections for membership shall be held in the following

manner: Each member may inscribe on a ballot the names of nominees
not exceeding five in number. Absent members may send their, votes
to the Home Secretary. The names balloted for shall then be arranged
in the order of the number of ballots on which they appear, and the
members present shall then vote by ballot yes or no on the several
qualified candidates, beginning with the highest. Should several can-
didates have an equal number of votes, the order in which they shall
be voted upon shall be arranged by a ballot among the members pre-
sent. If two-thirds of the votes cast, counting blank votes, are in the
affirmative, and if the number of the Academy will not by such elec-
tion be increased above 100, the candidate shall be declared elected.
If by the election the number will be over 100, four-fifths of the votes
cast must be in the affirmative to elect.

hi pia ita a : so. MEE



Before and during the election a discussion of the merits of the
nominees will be in order.

The election of members may be suspended at any time by a major-
ity vote of the members present.

Section 2, ArticLE V.
Amend the last clauce to read —
Persons who are not members may read papers on invitation of the |

President with the advice of the Council.

Duplicate lists of “ Nominations made at the April
session, 1872, to be voted on at the April session, 1880,”
will be sent to each member. Those who do not expect
to be nresent at the next meeting, can vote on the pro-
posed amendments to the Constitution, and the name
of any candidate for membership, by writing yes or no
against them on one of these lists and sending it to the
Home Secretary before the commencement of the session.

J. H. C. COFFIN,
Home Secretary.

1901 I Street, Washington, D. C.
February 15, 1880.

Section 5, ArticLE IV. as it now stands.

Sect. 5. Elections for members shall be held in the following man-
ner : One name shall be selected by ballot from the nominations pre-
sented. The name receiving the highest number of votes (provided
that they are at least one-third of those cast) shall thereupon be voted
on by ballot for membership, and if two-thirds of the votes cast,
including blank votes, are in the affirmative, the person voted for
shall be declared elected a member of the Academy. Any name fail-
ing to receive two-thirds of the votes cast shall not be voted for a
second time on the same day; and unless receiving one-third of the
votes cast shall not be again put in nomination at that session of the
Academy.

Absent members may send their votes to the Secretary, which shall
be counted in the ballot for election, but not in that for preference.

Before each election a discussion of the merits of the nominees will
be in order.

Elections of members shall only be held at stated sessions, and after
that of April, 1872, not more than five members shall be elected at
any one session.




































































































